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M u r k o w s k i  s e e k s  A l a s k a n  E P A  o f f i c e
A ia o c i i t c d  P r e s

Juneau — The Alaska legislature should 
oack a  proposal to create an Alaska regional 
office of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Sen. Frank Murkiowski, R-Alaska 
told state lawmakers Thursday.

Murkowski berated the EPA for requiring 
two Southeast Alaska pulp mills to meet na­
tional water quality standards. The senator 
urged the legislature to back his proposal to 
create an Alaska region of EPA, forcing the 
agency to establish headquarters in the state.

Alaska is now part of EPA’s Region X, 
ivhich encompasses the Pacific Northwest.

On the subject of exporting North Slope 
oil, Murkowski said Congress is likely to ex­
tend the ban on overseas sales, but efforts to

overturn the Export Administration Act 
could pay off in the iong run, Murkowski said.

"If Alaskans were to simply roll over ana 
give up on the issue, we would fail to show 
Congress how important it is to us,” Mur­
kowski told a  joini legislative session.

"Wo must continue to fight for our right to 
sell our natural resources in the market of 
our choice,” Alaska’s junior senator said in 
his fourth address to lawmakers since his 
1980 election.

Murkowski explained to legislators why he 
thinks the odds are  long on stopping Congress 
from extending the oil export ban, which ex­
pires at the end of the month.

"The deck is stacked, and the politics may 
override the m erits of the export lepisla-

fiv-(Ui l i Y ?  
(ion,” Murkowskkisaid. '

The maritime lobby has generously con­
tributed Congressional campaign funds in 
order to block efforts at ending the ban, he 
said. Shippers oppose the export of North 
Slope oil because it would reduce the ship­
ping distances for the oil, he said.

Apprehension about the pace of the fed­
eral leasing of Alaska’s Outer Continental 
Shelf for oil and gas leasing should be bal­
anced with the recognition that oil provides 
most of the state’s revenues, he said.

“ Before we initiate too many delays in the 
OCS sale process, we must remind ourselves 
that these sales are really only rights to look 
for oil,” he said, and there’s no guarantee
f n c c i l  •*•!!- !-*» /■'>••• 1
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I n v i t i n g  a  f e d e r a l  a g e n c y  t o  f i n d  a  s o r t  o f  n e w  h o m e  
i n  A l a s k a  a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e  s e e m s  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
d e s i r e  t o  g e t  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  e n d u r i n g  f e d e r a l  y o k e .

B u t  S e n .  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i ’s  p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  i t  m a k e  A l a s k a  a  s e p a r a t e  r e g i o n  f o r  
t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P r o t e c t i o n  A g e n c y — t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  
i n c r e a s e  t h e  f e d e r a l  p r e s e n c e  h e r e — m a k e s  s e n s e .

W o r k i n g  o u t  o f  i t s  R e g i o n  10  o f f i c e  i n  S e a t t l e ,  t h e  
E P A  h a s  b e e n  m a k i n g  p l e n t y  o f  t r o u b l e  f o r  A l a s k a n s  
l a t e l y . •

I n  F a i r b a n k s ,  w e ’r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  c o m e  u p  w i t h  a  
p l a n  t h a t  w i l l  c l e a n  u p  o u r  a i r  i n  a n  e f f i c i e n t  w a y  a n d  
s a t i s f y  t h e  E P A  t o o ;  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  t h e y ’v e  k n u c k l e d  
u n d e r  t o  E P A  t h r e a t s  a n d  d r a w n  u p  a n  a i r  c l e a n  * :p  p l a n .

T h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a — i n c l u d i n g  . h e  I n t e r i o r — m i n ­
e r s  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  E P A  t h a t  w a s t e w a t e r  
d i s c h a r g e  r u l e s  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o m p l y  
w i t h .  I f  t h e  E P A  e n f o r c e s  t h e m ,  a l m o s t  a l l  m i n e r s  w i l l  b e  
f o r c e d  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .

I n  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  t h e  p u l p  m i l l s  a r e  h a v i n g  t h e  
s a m e  t r o u b l e  o v e r  w a t e r  d i s c h a r g e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e y ’ll  
b e  f o r c e d  t o  s h u t  d o w n  u n l e s s  v a r i a n c e s  a r e  g r a n t e d .

I n  a  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  l a s t  w e e k .  S e n .  M u r ­
k o w s k i  u r g e d  A l a s k a n s  t o  “ c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
o u t s i d e  d o m i n a t i o n — p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v ­
e r n m e n t . ”

O n e  w a y  t o  d o  t h a t ,  h e  b e l i e v e s ,  i s  t o  u r g e  t h e  f e d e r a l  
o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  w h o m  w e  m u s t  d e a l  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s  i n  o u r  s t a t e .

“ I  p r o p o s e  t h a t  w e  c r e a t e  a  s p e c i a l  E P A  A l a s k a  
r e g i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a ,  n o t  S e a t t l e . ”  t h e  
s e n a t o r  s a i d .  “ O u r  n e w  E P A  r e g i o n  m u s t  b e  h e a d e d  b y  
a n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  w h o  i s  v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  c r e a t e  s t a n d a r d s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t a i l o r e d  t o  
m e e t  A l a s k a ’s  u n i q u e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  
o u r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  o u r  
s t a t e  a n d  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  i s  m a i n t a i n e d . ”

S e n .  M u r k o w s k i  h a s  b e e n  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  E P A  t o  
p u r s u e  t h i s  i d e a .  I f  n e c e s s a r y ,  h e  s a y s ,  h e ’ll i n t r o d u c e  
f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  i t .

T h o u g h  i t  m i g h t  m a k e  A l a s k a n s  a  b i t  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  
t o  i n v i t e  t h e  E P A  t o ,  i n  a  s e n s e ,  i n c r e a s e  i t s  p r e s e n c e  
h e r e ,  w e  b e l i e v e  o u r  s t a t e  w o u l d  g a i n  f r o m  i t .  A s  i t  i s  
n o w ,  E P A  i s  w e l l  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  h a m s t r i n g i n g  s e v e r a l  o f  
o u r  b a s i c  i n d u s t r i e s .  I f  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  l i v e d  a n d  w o r k e d  i n  
t h e  a f f e c t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  w o r k i n g  f r o m  a  
d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  o f  b a c k g r o u n d — a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  k n o w ­
l e d g e  o f  A l a s k a ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s o m e w h e r e  e l s e .

W e  t h i n k  i t ’s  w o r t h  a  t r y .
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