


To H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

F r o m C o m m i t t e e  S taff

Date: F e b r u a r y  26, 1984

Re CS for H C R  51

T h e  p r o p o s e d  CS for H C R  51 m a k e s  on l y  two b a s i c  c h a n g e s  in the 

bill, as follows:

1. It i n c o r p o r a t e s  the c h a n g e  a p p ro v e d  b y  the c o m m i t t e e  on 

F e b r u a r y  20, by adding, on p a g e  2, l ine 7 "two m e m b e r s  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  the a d j a c e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a reas to be a f fe c t e d  by 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  Rang e " , and the 

r elat e d  c h a n g e  on p a g e  1, line  27, f r o m  " s e v e n - m e m b e r "  to 

" n i n e - m e m b e r " ;

2. It d e l e t e s  a l l  r e f e r e n c e s  to the b i s o n  d r i f t  b ar rier, found in 

the o r i g i n a l  b i l l  o n  pa g e  1, lines 26 -29, and on pag e 2, 

lines 15 - 17, w h i c h  r eads "and the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 

m a i n t e n a n c e  of a b i s o n  d r i f t  b a r r i e r  a l o n g  the s o u t h e r n  

b o u n d a r y  of the D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t ; "

T h e  d e l e t i o n  of the b i s o n  d r i i ^  b a r r i e r  r e f l e c t s  the p r es e n t  form 

of H B  552, w h e r e  the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  'for the f e n c e w a s  amended out. 

F u r t h e r ,  the p r i m e  s p o n s o r  feels t h o v. to say in the r e s o l u t i o n  

w h e r e  the f e n ce  w o u l d  b e  b u i l t  is in ap p r o p r i a te .
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M E M O R A N D U M

Date: F e b r u a r y  16, 1984

To: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i n g s t a d  

From: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S h u l t z  

Sub j e c t :  H C R  51

In m y  D i s t r i c t  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  la s t  night, I r e c e i v e d  a 3ot 
of t e s t i m o n y  c o n c e r n i n g  the B i s o n  R a n g e  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  
w h i c h  is d i s c u s s e d  in U C R  51. M o s t  of t h i s  t e s t i m o n y  ca m e  
fr o m  p e o p l e  w h o  live in the i m m e d i a t e  a r e a  of the B i s o n  
Range, b u t  w h o  are n o t  farmers. B e c a u s e  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
the r a n g e  w o u l d  h a v e  an a f f e c t  on them, they feel that they 
s h o u l d  be r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  the c o m m i t t e e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  I h a v e  p r e p a r e d  the f o l l o w i n g  p o s s i b l e  a m e n d m e n t  
to H C R  51 for the r e v i e w  of the R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e :

P a g e  2, I.ine 10: A d d  "(6) two m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the
i m m e d i a t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  to be i m p a c t e d  
by d e v e l o p m e n t  of the b i s o n  r a n g e ; "



Proposed amendment to HCR 51

Page 2, line 10: Insert the following:

(6) two members representing the immediate residential area 

to be impacted by development of the bison range;

Page 2, line 2: Delete "SEVEN-MEMBER" and replace with nine-member



..

Official Business

^laeka jitate legislature 
House Resources Committee

SIGN-

«* __ ' * i___•_f *-•—

H C R ^i

NAME ADDRESS PHONE REPRESENTING



COMMITTEES
Alaska !§>tntc Hegtelature

C o-C hairm an — House Resources 

Com m ittee 

C hairm an — R E a a  Budget Oversight 

Com m ittee 

M em ber — H ouse State Affair*

DOT — Finance Sub  Commit tee

JL)ouSc of £cpre£cntntibcg

W lv le  in Session

Pcucn V 

State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99811 

Pnone (907) <65 <951 

<65 <9<0

H om e • P O Box 355 

D elta Junction, Alaska 99737

Dick Shultz

M E M O R A N D U M

Date: F e b r a u r y  16, 1984

To: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R i n g s t a d

From: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S h u l t z

S u bject: N C R  51

In m y  D i s t r i c t  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  l a s t  night,, -I r e c e i v e d  a l o t  
of t e s t i m o n y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  B i s o n  R a n g e  /Advisory C o m m i t t e e  
w h i c h  is d i s c u s s e d  in H C R  51. M o s t  of th i s  t e s t i m o n y  c a m e  
f r o m  p e e p ] e  w h o  l i v e  in t h e  i m m e d i a t e  ar e a  o f  the B i s o n  
Range, b u t  w h o  a r e  n o t  f a r m e r s .  B e c a u s e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
the r a n g e  w o u l d  h a v e  an  a f f e c t  o n  them, t h e y  feel t h a t  t h e y  
s h o u l d  be r e p r e s e n t e d  on the c o m m i t t e e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  I h a v e  p r e p a r e d  the f o l l o w i n g  p o s s i b l e  a m e n d m e n t  
to H C R  51 f o r  t h e  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e :

P a g e  2, L i n e  10: Tsdd "(6) t w o  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e

i m m e d i a t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  to b e  i m p a c t e d  
b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  the b i s o n  r a n g e ; "

Li«. 2 : Aii nine. 
D e W ic  Q
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IN T H E  H O U S E  BY SI JLTZ

H O U S E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO.

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  to the a p p o i n t m e n t  of a Delta 

J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  r a n g e  a d v i s o r y  committee. 

BE IT R E S O L V E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  he rd  is a h i g h l y  v a l u e d  state w i l d­

life resource; and

W H E R E A S  draw in g  p e r m i t s  i s s u e d  for the h u n t i n g  of D e l t a  J un ct i o n  b is on 

c o n s t i t u t e  a v a l u a b l e  source of state revenue; and

W H E R E A S  the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  herd has e s t a b l i s h e d  the Delta a g r i­

cult u r a l  p r o j e c t  as a fall and w i n t e r  range; and

W H E R E A S  the feeding, w al l ow i n g ,  and t r a v el in g  by the D e l t a  Junc ti on

b i s o n  h e r d  w i t h i n  the D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pro je c t has r e s u l t e d  in damage to 

crops, m o n e t a r y  loss to local farmers, legal conflicts, and p h y si c al  h a r m  

to the herd; and

W H E R E A S  the b i s o n  r a ng e  conce pt  is a p ro v en  m e a n s  of k e e p i n g  b i s o n  in 

an are a as long as a d e q u a t e  forage is available on the range; and

W H E R E A S  the c u rr en t state of de ve lo p m e n t  of the D el ta  J u n ct i on  b i s o n  

r a n g e  area is i n a d e q u a t e  to s u st ai n  b i s o n  for m o r e  than a few weeks; and

W H E R E A S  the e x p a n s i o n  of a v a i l ab le  forage on the D e l t a  J u n c ti o n b i so n 

r a n g e  are a is r e q u i r e d  to p r o v i d e  a w i n t e r  r a ng e for the Delta J u n ct i on  

b i s o n  h e r d  and to e f f e c t i v e l y  ke ep  the h e r d  from g r a z i n g  w i t h i n  the Delta 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  project; and

W H E R E A S  a b i s o n  drift b a r r i e r  m u s t  be c o n s t r u c t e d  along the southern 

b o u n d a r y  of the D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o je ct  to p r e v e n t  the D el ta  J u n ct io n 

b i s o n  h e r d  fr om  d r i f t i n g  onto the p r o j e c t  and c a u s i n g  further h a r m  to 

c r o p s ;
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1
BE IT R E S O L V E D  b y  the^ A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the g o v e r n o r  is 

r e q u e s t e d  to appoint a m e m b e r  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B is on  R an g e A d v i s o r y

C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the f o l l o w in g interests:

(1) two m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  project;

(2) two m e m b e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  sport hun te r s and

the state fish and game a d v i s o r y  committee;

(3) one m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  n o n c o n s u m p t i v e  w i l d l i f e  users;

(4) one m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  timber, m i n i n g  and ot he r  consumptive 

n a t u r a l  re so u r c e  industries; and

(5) one m e m b e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  the t o u r i s m  industry; and be it 

F U R T H E R  R E S O LV ED  that the gove rn or  is r e q u e s t e d  to p r o v i d e  that the

c o m m it t ee  shall con s ul t w i t h  a nd offer its advice to the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish 

and Game, the D e p a r t m e n t  of C ommerce and Ec o no m i c  Development, and the 

A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A c t i o n  Council, on m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  to the game m a n a g e­

me n t  p l a n  re qu i r e d  u n d e r  A S  16.20.310 and the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  

of a b i s o n  drift b a r r i e r  a l o n g  the sou th er n b o u n d a r y  of the D el ta  a g r i c u l­

tural project; and to p r o v i d e  that a m e m b e r  of the a d v i so ry  c om mittee is 

not ent it l ed  to per diem, travel, or o th e r c o m p e n s a t i o n  fr om  the state for 

the p e r f o r m a n c e  of acts as a c o m m it te e member.
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B A C K G R O U N D

H C R  51

" R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of a D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  r a n g e  
a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e . "

In the l a t e  s u m m e r  o f  1983, a g r o u p  o f  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  a r e a  
r e s i d e n t s  b e g a n  m e e t i n g  in e f f o r t s  to find a s o l u t i o n  to the 
c o n t i n u i n g  p r o b l e m  of t h e  D e l t a  b i s o n  h e r d  a n d  the d e t r i m e n t a l  
e f f e c t  of g r o w t h  in the D e l t a  a r e a  o n  the herd. M o s t  A l a s k a n s  
are w e l l  a w a r e  o f  the p r o b l e m  in t h a t  b i s o n  h a v e  b e e n  shot 
b y  f a r m e r s  a n d  a v i r t u a l  r a n g e  w a r  h a s  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  a l m o s t  
s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  D e l t a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t  in 1979.

T h i s  gr o u p ,  w h i c h  c a l l e d  i t s e l f  the " D e l t a  A d H o c  C o m m i t t e e " ,  
w a s  c o m p r i s e d  of far m e r s ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  le a d e r s ,  
the t i m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  the D e l t a  C h a m b e r  of  C o m m e r c e ,  t h e  C i t y  
o f  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  the A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of F i s h  a n d  Game, 
the U.S. S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ,  th-j J e l t a n a  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  
the C o o p e r a t i v e  E x t e n s i o n  Ser v i c e ,  the A l a s k a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  
A c t i o n  C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  D e l t a  S p o r t s m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e i r  
g o a l  w a s  to fi n d  a c o m p r o m i s e  s o l u t i o n  to t h e  o n g o i n g  p r o b l e m  
and e s t a b l i s h  a n  a t m o s p h e r e  w h e r e  the b i s o n  herd, s p o r t  
h u n t i n g ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t o u r i s m ,  and o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t s  
c o u l d  c o - e x i s t .

W h e n  H B  551 w a s  i n t r o d u c e d ,  it i n c l u d e d  a p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  the 
G o v e r n o r  e s t a b l i s h  a D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  b i s o n  r a n g e  a d v i s o r y  
c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  g o a l  of th i s  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  to e s t a b l i s h  a 
r e p l a c e m e n t  for the A d H o c  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  g i v e  it the n e c e s s a r y  
c l o u t  to a s s u r e  t h a t  the b i s o n  r a n g e  w a s  p r o p e r l y  c o m p l e t e d  
a n d  m a n a g e d .  In s u b s e q u e n t  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
it w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  d i d  n o t  w i s h  to h a v e  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  d i c t a t e  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  A N Y  n e w  b o a rds, 
c o m m i s s i o n s  o r  c o m m i t t e e s .  W i t h  t h i s  in  m i nd, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
S h u l t z  r e c o m m e n d e d  to the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  the 
A d v i s o r y  Cor m i t t e e  be d e l e t e d  f r o m  IIB 551 and he s u b s e q u e n t l y  
i n t r o d u c e d  H C R  51.

A n  i m p o r t a n t  p r o v i s i o n  in H C R  51 s t a t e s  t h a t  "a m e m b e r  of 
the a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  is N O T  e n t i t l e d  to p e r  diem, travel, 
o r  o t h e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f r o m  the s t a t e  for the p e r f o r m a n c e  of 
a c t s  as a c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r . "

H C R  51 w i l l  c o n v e y  to the G o v e r n o r  the L e g i s l a t u r e s  i n t e n t  
to le n d  c r e d i b i l i t y  to the A d H o c  C o m m i t t e e  and a s s u r e  that 
the b i s o n  r a n g e  i c o m p l e t e d  and o p e r a t e d  in a m a n n e r  w h i c h  
v'ill a s s u r e  a h e a l t h y  a t m o s p h e r e  for all c o n c e r n e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
the bison.
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