


INTENT OF L E G I S L A T I O N

HB 624 - "An Act relating to qualifications for a homesite."

This legislation will allow current holders of homesite parcels to 

transfer their rights in th<- property to another individual, when due to 

an incapacitating illness or injury, he or she cannot fulfill the on 

site residency requirements. This allowance would be the same as is 

currently provided for under the homestead statutes, AS 38.09.030(c)(4).

Under present homesite statutes, if a person has fulfilled all 

requirements except for residency, he or she could lose the rights to 

the property because of a serious illness or injury preventing them from 

residing on the homesite. Often, in the case of a debilitating illness 

or injury, a person is required to live closer to medical facilities or 

may require special care.

The homesite law does provide for a legal transfer of property upon 

a person's death; however, if they survive a serious illness or 

operation, which incapacitates them, they would lose all their rights 
and property improvements on their homesite. This bill would simply 

provide the same provisions under the homesite law which were provided 

for in the homestead statutes, dealing with this type of emergency.
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8 38.08.020 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  S u p p l e m e n t  § 38.08.040
The 1981 amprdmenf. added the second 

sententj c.'»u v*ection (hi.

See. 38.08.020. Public notice. The director shali publish notice of 
the availability of the land in the same manner as provided in AS 
38.05.345(e). (8 2 ch 142 SLA 1977; am 8 9 ch 181 SLA 1978; am 8 41 
ch 85 SLA 1979)

E ffe c t o f  am endm ents. — The 1978 
amendment . <*ieted the former first sen­
tence. which re. d "Following classification 
of lond for homesite entry, offerings of 
homesite entry land shall be made on a 
rotating basis from among the four judicial 
districts o f (he state."

The 1979 amendment substituted "in

the same manner as provided in AS 
38.05.3-15(e>" for "for at least three con­
secutive weeks through the electronic 
media and in at least three newspapers o f 
general circulation in the stale, at least 
one of which, if possible, shall be a 
newspaper o f general circulation in the 
vicinity of the available land."

Sec. 38.08.030. Applications for homesite entry; fees, (a) To 
qualify for a homesite entry permit, an applicant shall

(1) at the time of application have attained the age of 18;
(2) submit proof acceptable to the commissioner that the applicant 

is a resident of the state at the time of application, and that the appli­
cant has been a resident of the state for not less than one year immedi­
ately preceding the date the application was submitted;

(3) agree to comply with the requirements for obtaining e patent to 
land set cat under AS 38.08.000.

(b) Fees for filing un application may not exceed $10. (§ 2 ch 142 
SLA 1977; am 8 10 ch 181 SLA 1978; am 8 07 SLA 1983)

E ffec t of am endm ents. — The 1978 The 1983 amendment, effective July 16,
mwendment substituted "three years" for 1983. rewrote paragraph (2i o f subsection 
' ax years" in paragraph (2) of subsection (n i. 
in).

Sec. 38.08.040. Issuance of entry permit, (a) An applicant 
meeting the qualifications for homesite entry under AS 38.08.030 shall 
be issued a revocable permit to occupy and improve the homesite in 
order to qualify for issuance of patent ns provided in this chapter. The 
application fee is the sole rent chargeable on the permit for its dura­
tion.

(b) I Repealed, § If) eh 67 SLA 1983.1
(c) The permit may not be assigned, conveyed or otherwise trans­

ferred, but rights under the permit may devolve by testate or intestate 
succession. An attempt to assign, 1 wey, or to otherwise transfer the 
permit, is void and constitutes a substantial breach.

(d) An applicant may apply for more than one available homesite 
No per <011 holding a homesite patent may apply for a homesite entry 
permit, no person may simultaneously hold more than one homesite 
entry permit, and no person who is n member of the homesite entry

I
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