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A  P r o p o s a l  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t  

b y

D a v i d  M. J o h n s o n  

S U M M A R Y

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  is d e s i g n e d  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  .manda t e s  o f  the  l e g i s l a t i o n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  (AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 0 0 ) .  T h e  

p r o p o s a l  wo u l d ,  if i m p l e m e n t e d ,  p r o v i d e  fall b i s o n  r a n g e  to r e d u c e  or  

e l i m i n a t e  c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n s ,  b i s o n  w i n t e r  ra n g e ,  a n d  a v a r i e t y  of
i AcJr " IVHA

h a b i t a t s  f o r  g a m e  an d  n o n g a m e  s pe c i e s .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  an d  p h o t o g r a p h y  w o u l d  b e  enh a n c e d .  

T i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  b e  h a r v e s t e d ,  o f f s e t t i n g  the c o s t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o v e r  t i m e  an d  b o o s t i n g  the local e c o nomy.

T h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  c o s t  $ 1 . 8  m i l l i o n ,  to b e  s p e n t  o v e r  3 f i s c a l  years.

O n e  f u l l - t i m e  p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  funded, a n d  f u n d i n g  fo r  3*5 y e a r s  

r>f an e x i s t i n g  s e a s o n a l  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d .  P u r c h a s e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  

n e e d e d  f o r  l i g h t  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  is i n c l u d e d .  M a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  are 

e s t i m a t e d  to b e  less t h a n  $ 3 4 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y .
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B A C K G F O U N D

T h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

in 19 7 9  t o  " p r o v i d e  an a d e q u a t e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  fo r  the b i s o n , "  a n d  to 

" d i m i n i s h  th e  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  th e h e r d s  to a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  

l a n d ."  T h e  R a n g e  c o n c e p t  g r e w  o u t  o f  th e  D e l t a  L a n d  U s e  Plan, in w h i c h  

c i t i z e n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  in r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  

the l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t he  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  s o u t h  o f  th e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s h o u l d  

be u s e d  fo r  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  bison, a n d  the 

lan d n o r t h  o f  th e  h i g h w a y  s h o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .

S e v e r a l  s m a l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  fo r  the R a n g e  a n d  a $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

in F Y 8 3  p e r m i t t e d  th e  c l e a r i n g  o f  a b o u t  600 acres. A r o u n d  h a l f  of t h a t



w a s  p l a n t e d  b y  J u l y  1983. B i s o n  u s e  o f  t h e  R a n g e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  e a c h  

y ear. A f t e r  m i g r a t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  s u m m e r  range, the b i s o n  u s e d  t h e  R a ng e  

a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  for n e a r l y  a m o n t h  in fall 1983, l e a v i n g  o n l y  a f t e r  

t h e  b u l k  o f  th e  f o r a g e  w a s  e x h a u s t e d .  A f t e r  t h a t  time, t h e  b i s o n  

c r o s s e d  t h e A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  an d  c a u s e d  e x t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d a m a g e . 

A d d i t i o n a l  f o r a g e  w o u l d  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .

VJhile t h e  g r e a t e s t  b i s o n  us.e o f  the R a n g e  ha s  b e e n  d u r i n g  the fall, the 

a n i m a l s  a l s o  u s e  it d u r i n g  th e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s .  T h e y  e a t  w h a t e v e r  

p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s  ar e  e x p o s e d  b y  th e s c o u r i n g  w in d s .  A d d i t i o n a l  f o r a g e  

w o u l d  m e a n  m u c h  m o r e  w i n t e r  u s e  a n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  f o r  the d a y  w h e n  b i s o n  

a r e  e x c l u d e d  b y  f e n c e s  f r o m  m o s t  o r  all o f  t h e i r  f o r m e r  w i n t e r  range.

T h e  B i s o n  R a n g e  p r o v i d e s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  t e c h n i q u e s  

for i m p r o v i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  in i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a , w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  for 

r e a l  w i l d l i f e  n e e d s  at the same  time. P r e s c r i b e d  fire, e s p e c i a l l y ,  can 

b e  u s e d  to a d v a n t a g e  on the R a n g e  w h e r e  the d o m i n a n t  c o v e r  type is 

o l d - g r o w t h  b l a c k  spruce. T h e s e  f i r e s  can h e  u s e d  to d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  

f o r a g e  for b i s o n  an d  to r e j u v e n a t e  a g i n g  s t a n d s  o f  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  for 

th e  b e n e f i t  o f  m o o s e ,  b o t h  at l o w  p e r - a c r e  cost.

O B J E C T I V E S

S h o r t - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  are  to p r o v i d e  the follo w i n g :

1. A l t e r n a t e  fall f o r a g e  for m i g r a t i n g  b i s o n  to r ed u c e  or 

e l i m i n a t e  c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n  losses;



2. W i n t e r  r a n g e  for b i s o n  to c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  loss o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  ranges;

3. N e w  w i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  m o o s e  to a l l o w  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  m o o s e  

p o p u l a t i o n ;

4. A d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  fo r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  a n d  o t h e r  g ame 

b i r d s ;

5. N e w  h a b i t a t  for r e s i d e n t  a n d  m i g r a t o r y  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s ; a n d

6 . N e w  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .

L o n g - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  B i s o n  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  to:

1. P r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  to m i t i g a t e  for the loss of 

h a b i t a t  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d

2. P r o v i d e  r e t a i n e d  p u u l i c  l a n d  to c o n t i n u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

hunt, trap, a n d  v i e w  w i l d l i f e  in an e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  area.

H A B I T A T  M A N A G E M E N T

C a p i t a l  P h a s e

1. C l e a r i n g

a. Purpo s e :  C l e a r i n g  p r o v i d e s  a s e e d b e d  fo r  p l a n t i n g  p e r e n n i a l

g r a s s e s  t hat w i l l  be u s e d  by b i s o n  for l o n g - t e r m  f o r a g e  needs. Th e 

c l e a r i n g s  a l s o  p r o v i d e  w i d e  f i r e b r e a k s  for p r e s c r i b e d  f ires t h a t  

w i l l  b e  u s e d  to d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  at lo w  cost.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  S u r v e y  i n t e r i o r  an d  e x t e r i o r  p e r i m e t e r s ,  c u t t i n g

line w i t h  c a t e r p i l l a r  tractor; c h a i n  d o w n  s t a n d i n g  t r e e s  w i t h  h e a v y  

a n c h o r  chair: s t a c k o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  in t o  t i g h t  b e r m  rows; c r e a t e



s m a l l  c l e a r i n g s  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e ,  bi s o n ,  a n d  n o n g a m e  

s p e c i e s .  S e e  m a p  f o r  l a yo u t .  E x a c t  l o c a t i o n  d e p e n d e n t  on soil 

s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  ( a v a i l a b l e  D e c e m b e r  1 983 f r o m  U S D A  S oil C o n s e r v a t i o n  

Service) a n d  t i m b e r  c r u i s e  d a t a  (this p r o p o s a l ) .

c. T i m e  Fr a m e :  B e f o r e  J u n e  1 in s p r u c e  s t a n d s  f o r  m a x i m u m  s oil 

p r e s e r v a t i o n .  M i d s u m m e r  c l e a r i n g  m a y  be a c c e p t a b l e  in h e a v y  a s p e n  

stands.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1 984 c o s t  - 3 , 98 0  a c r e s  x $ 1 1 0 / a c r e  = $ 4 3 7 , 8 0 0

( p o rtion of t o t a l  a c r e a g e  a l r e a d y  cleared)

2. B e r m  R e m o v a l

a. P u r po s e :  B e r m s  s h o u l d  be r e m o v e d  to e l i m i n a t e  s n o w  d r i f t s  

b u i l d i n g  u p  in the le e o f  the ber m s ,  w h i c h  r e d u c e  the a m o u n t  of 

f o r a g e  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  fo r  bi s o n.  B e n n s  a l s o  r e d u c e  the 

t o t a l  a c r e a g e  t h a t  m a y  be p l a n t e d  a n d  a r e  a fire h a z a r d  d u r i n g  

p r e s c r i b e d  fires.

b. P r o ce d u r e :  A l l o w  1 o r  2 y e a r s  d r y i n g  time; b u r n  berms; 

r e s t a c k  an d  reburn; d i s c  s o i l  an d  r o o t r a ke .

c. T i m e  Frame: B u r n  b e r m s  in O c t o b e r  a n d  N o v e m b e r .  R e s t a c k  

d u r i n g  summer. Disc, r o o t r a k e,  a n d  p l a n t  b e r m  rows d u r i n g  y e a r  

three.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  198 4  c o s t  - 4 , 6 2 0  a c r e s  (includes clear in g s , 

raads, a n d  trails) x $ 2 0 / a c r e  = $ 9 2 , 4 0 0

3. P l a n t i n g

a. P u r po s e :  B i s o n  r e q u i r e  g r a s s e s  for fall a nd  w i n t e r  forage.

O t h e r  s p e c i e s,  i n c l u d i n g  m o o s e ,  be a r s , a nd  s mall game, u r,e g r a s s e s  

to a l i m i t e d  exten t .



b. P r o c e d u r e :  D i s c  so i l  w i t h  h e a v y  o r  l i g h t  d i s c  d e p e n d i n g  o n

soi l d e p t h  a n d  a m o u n t  o f  s u r f a c e  litter; r o o t r a k e  w i t h  p o w e r e d  

rake; p l a n t  u p  to 500 a c r e s  w i t h  a g r a s s  w i t h  h a y  v a l u e  (e.g., 

b r o m e ) ; p l a n t  r e m a i n d e r  w i t h  a l o w  m a i n t e n a n c e  s p e c i e s  s u c h  as 

b l u e g r a s s  a n d  n a t i v e  b l u e j o i n t .  A l l  p l a n t i n g s  s h o u l d  be a m i x t u r e  

o f  a n n u a l s  a n d  p e r e n n i a l s  to p r o t e c t  th e  p e r e n n i a l s  in th e  f ir s t  

year. S u i t a b l e  a n n u a l s  i n c l u d e  b a r l e y  a n d  oats.

c. T i m e  Frame: J u n e  o r  e a r l y  J u l y  to r e t a r d  p l a n t  m a t u r a t i o n  to 

p r o v i d e  m a x i m u m  p a l a t a b i l i t y  or the a n n u a l  fo r  bis o n . P l a n t  a b o u t  

1 ,0 0 0  a c r e s  d u r i n g  y e a r  one, t h e  b a l a n c e  d u r i n g  y e a r s  two  and 

three. T h i s  a l l o w s  d r y i n g  t i m e  fo r e s p e c i a l l y  i c e - r i c h  areas.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1384 c o s t s  - 4 , 4 0 0  a c r e s  x $ 1 4 0 / a c r e  = $ 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

4. P r e s c r i b e d  F ire

a. Pu r p o s e :  F i r e  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  to r a p i d l y  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e l y  

t r e a t  l a r g e  ar e a s .  P o s t - f i r e  v e g e t a t i v e  g r o w t h  w o u l d  be m a n a g e d  

f or bi s o n ,  m o o s e ,  a n d / o r  s m a l l  game. R e p e a t e d  f ir e s  p r o d u c e  g r a s s y  

a reas; s p o r a d i c  f i r e s  c a n  be u s e d  to p r o d u c e  b r u s h y  areas.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  D e v e l o p  p r e s c r i b e d  fire pi ins in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y ;  b u r n  a r e a s  w i t h i n  c l e a r e d  a r e a s  d u r i n g  

p r e s c r i p t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s  in summer; u s e  h e l i t o r c h  for m a x i m u m  c o s t 

e f f i c i e n c y  and safety.

c. T i m e  Frame: Summe r ,  w h e n  c o n d i t i o n s  p e r m i t .

d. C ost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 rosts - 5 , 6 8 0  a c r e s  x $ 2 0 / a c r e  = $ 1 1 3 , 6 0 0

5. W a t e r  S i t e  D e v e l o p m e n t

a. P u r p o s e:  W a t e r  is o n l y  s p o r a d i c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  on th e  p o r t i o n

of the R a n g e  p r o p o s e d  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W a t e r  is a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n



the d a i l y  m o v e m e n t  l i m i t s  o f  b i s o n ,  b u t  a d d i t i o n a l  w a t e r  w i t h i n  the 

p r o p o s e d  h a b i t a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  an a d d e d  i n c e n t i v e  fo r  

b i s o n  to s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s  a n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a f o cu s  

for b i s o n  a c t i v i t y  for v i e w e r s .  T h e  p o n d s  w o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  so 

as t o  b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  as well.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  D e v e l o p  2 w a t e r  s i t e s  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a b o u t  10 mi l e s ,

o n e  in e a c h  r e c t a n g l e ;  d r i l l  w e l l s  to a c o n s i s t e n t  w a t e r  s o u r c e  (1 

w e l l  c u r r e n t l y  in p l a c e ) ; p u m p  w a t e r  w i t h  w i n d m i l l s  i n t o  s t o c k  

tan ks ,  the o v e r f l o w  to be p i p e d  i n t o  e a r t h e n  p o n d s  l i n e d  w i t h  a 

w a t e r - i m p e r m e a b l e  m e m b r a n e  o r  m a t e r i a l .

c. T i m e  Fr am e :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of p o n d s  d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s

o r  y e a r  two; e r e c t i o n  o f  w i n d m i l l s  d u r i n g  y e a r  two.

d. C ost: E s t i m a t e d  198 4  c o s t  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0

F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s

a. P u r p o s e : S h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  in A l a s k a  a r e  k n o w n  to fa v ^ r

h a b i t a t s  v/ith a m i x t u r e  o f  s h r u b b y  b r u s h  an d  g r a s s y  o p e n i n g s .

T h e s e  o p e n i n g s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p t i m u m  h a b i t a t  fo r  g r o u s e ,  as w e l l  as 

a d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  for b i s o n  a n d  the m i x t u r e  o f  h a b i t a t  t y p e s  

p r e f e r r e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  of  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s . If thi s  p r o c e d u r e  is as 

s u c c e s s f u l  as e x p e c t e d ,  th e  t e c h n i q u e  c o u l d  be u s e d  m o r e  w i d e l y  o n  

the R a n g e  at l o w  c o s t  at a l a t e r  date.

- b. P r o c e d u r e :  W i t h i n  a 3 0 0 - a c r e  p o r t i o n  o f  o n e  of the b u r n e d

areas, c l e a r  p l o t s  v a r y i n g  in s i z e  f r o m  2 to 20 acres, t o t a l i n g  120 

acres; s t a c k  o r g a n i j  m a t e r i a l s  in c e n t e r  of c l e a r i n g  an d  b u r n  a f t e r  

s u i t a b l e  d r y i n g  time; d i s c  to b r e a k  u p  a s p e n  roots; a l l o w  n a t i v e  

g r a s s e s  to v e g e t a t e  the o p e n i n g s .



c. T i m e  F r a m e :  S a m e  as c l e a r i n g

d. Cost: 1 20  a c r e s  x $ 1 1 0 / a c r e  = $ 1 3 , 0 0 0

7. D e v e l o p  F o r e s t  I n v e n t o r y

a. Pu r p o s e :  A  f o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y  w o u l d  h a v e  the d u a l  b e n e f i t  o f  

p r e v e n t i n g  l oss o f  v a l u a b l e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  d u r i n g  h a b i t a t  m a n i p u­

l a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o u l d  se t  th e  s t a g e  f o r  f u t u r e  t i m b e r  s a l e s 

on the Range. Sa l e  o f  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  w o u l d  in t i m e  h e l p  o f f s e t  

the c o s t  o f  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  t h e  l o c a l  e c o no m y .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  a r e i m b u r s a b l e  s e r v i c e s  a g r e e m e n t  o r  o t h e r

s u i t a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  the A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  

to p r o v i d e  t i m b e r  c r u i s e  d a t a  on s e l e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  of the Range. 

C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  F o r e s t r y  to sell  t i m b e r  in a r e a s  d e s i g n a t e d  for 

h a b i t a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  (clearing, p r e s c r i b e d  fire, etc.).

c. T i m e  Fr am e :  B e g i n  in y e a r  orie, c o m p l e t e  w o r k  d u r i n g  y e a r  two,

to a l l o w  t i m e  d u r i n g  the p r o j e c t  to c o m p l e t e  h a b i t a t  work.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  = $ 6 0 , 0 0 0

M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e

1. R e n o v a t e  P e r e n n i a l  G r a s s e s

a. P u r p o s e :  M o s t  g r a s s e s  b e c o m e  s o d - b o u n d  in t i m e  a n d  r e q u i r e  

b r e a k i n g  up for o p t i m u m  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  W o o d y  p l a n t s  w i l l  i n v a d e  

g r a s s l a n d s  if n o t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  disc e d .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  A D F & G  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ,  l i g h t l y  d i s c

s oil on a b o u t  10% of the g r a s s l a n d s  ann u al l y ;  f e r t i l i z e  a nd  r e p l a n t

as n e e d e d  u p  to a m a x i m u m  o f  a b o u t  50 a c r e s  p e r  year.



c. T i m e  F r a m e :  B e g i n  r e n o v a t i o n  in y e a r  three, a n n u a l l y  

t h e r e a f t e r .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  -

(1) l i g h t  d i s c i n g :  $ 2 0 / a c r e  x 44 0  a c r e s  = $ 8 , 8 0 0

(2) c o m p l e t e  r e p l a n t i n g :  $ 1 0 0 / a c r e  x 50 a c r e s  = $ 5 , 0 0 0  

T o t a l  = $ 1 3 , 8 0 0

2. M a i n t a i n  Roads, T r a i l s ,  a n d  F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s

a. P u r p o s e :  V e h i c l e  p a s s a g e ,  f a l l i n g  trees, h i g h  w a t e r ,  i n v a s i o n

of  w o o d y  p l a n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e g u l a r  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a c c e s s  roads, trail s ,  an d  f o r e s t  o p e n i n g s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s e  disc, l i g h t  b u l l d o z e r  (both A D F & G  e q u i p m e n t ,

p u r c h a s e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ) ,  h e r b i c i d e ,  p r e s c r i b e d  fire, etc., as 

r e q u i r e d  to m a i n t a i n  o p e n i n g s ,  k e e p  r o a d s  d r i v a b l e ,  a n d  t r a i l s 

p a s s a b l e  b y  b i s o n ,  p e d e s t r i a n  t ra f f i c ,  s n o w  m a c h i n e s ,  d o g  teams, 

etc.

c. T i m e  Fr a m e :  A n n u a l l y ,  as n e e d e d

d. C ost: L e s s  t h a n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y

3. M a i n t a i n  P r e s c r i b e d  F i r e  A r e a s

a. P u r p o s e :  B u r n e d  a r e a s  t e n d  to r e t u r n  to the ve' ,-tative c o v e r

i n i t i a l l y  b u r n e d .  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  for b i s o n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  

a n n u a l  o r  b i e n n u a l  b u r n i n g  to e n h a n c e  g r a s s  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  to 

p r e v e n t  i n v a s i o n  b y  s p r u c e  a n d  d e c i d u o u s  trees. A r e a s  m a n a g e d  

p r i m a r i l y  for  m o o s e  a n d  sharp-u.ail.ed g r o u s e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e  

r e b u r n i n g  e v e r y  10 -20  y e a r s  to k e e p  the s h r u b b y  v e g e t a t i o n  f r o m  

g r o w i n g  o u t  o f  r e a c h  of  moose.



b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  p r e s c r i b e d  fire, r e b u r n  p r e v i o u s l y  b u r n e d

a r e a s  as r e q u i r e d  to m e e t  m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s  f o r  e a c h  site.

c. T i m e  Frame: S u m m e r ,  b e g i n n i n g  y e a r  t w o  o r  three.

d. Cost: C o s t s  w i l l  v a r y  f r o m  $0 in s o m e  y e a r s  to a m a x i m u m  of

a b o u t  $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 .

4. M a i n t a i n  W a t e r  S i t e s

a. Pu r p o s e :  U s e  o f  w a t e r  s i t e s  b y  b i g  g a m e  w i l l  d a m a g e  e q u i p m e n t

a n d  the po n d s .  H i g h  w i n d s  w i l l  d a m a g e  t h e  w i n d m i l l s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  R e p a i r  d a m a g e d  e q u i p m e n t ;  r e l i n e  po n d s ;  r e s h a p e

p o n d s  as r e q u i r e d ;  r e m o v e  w i n d m i l l  b l a d e s  O c t o b e r  t h r o u g h  May.

c. T i m e  Frame: S u m m e r

d. C os t :  L e s s  t h a n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y

5. M a i n t a i n  H a y  F i e l d s

a. P u r p o s e :  T h e  500 a c r e s  p l a n t e d  to h a y  w o u l d  b e  f e r t i l i z e d  in

e a r l y  s u m m e r  and m o w e d  in lat e June. R e f e r t i l i z a t i o n  w o u l d  p r o m o t e  

lus h  g r o w t h  to a t t r a c t  b i s o n  in e a r l y  fall.

b. P ro c e d u r e :  C o n t r a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  f a r mer(s) to c o o p e r a t i v e l y

f a r m  t his s e g m e n t  on th e  Range. T h e  f a r m e r  w o u l d  t a k e  the first

c u t t i n g  o f  h a y  in e x c h a n g e  for f e r t i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  forage. T h i s  

p r o c e d u r e  is s t i l l  e x p e r i m e n t a l .  S o m e  c a s h  i n p u t  m a y  be req u i re d .

c. T i m e  Frame: B e g i n n i n g  y e a r  two or t h r e e  a c s c o n  as h a y  is 

r e a d y  f o r  f i r s t  h a r v e s t .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1 9 8 4  c o s t  les s  t ha n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y.
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C a p i t a l  P h a s e

1. R o a d s  a n d  T r a i l s

a. P u r po s e :  V i s i t o r s  w i l l  n e e d  r o a d s  to e n t e r  the  area. T r a i l s

w i l l  be  u s e d  b y  w i l d l i f e ,  v i s i t o r s ,  h u n t e r s ,  t r a p p e r s ,  h i k e r s ,  s n o w  

m a c h i n e s ,  a n d  d o g  teams. S t a f f  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a c c e s s  to c l e a r i n g s  

a n d  m a n i p u l a t e d  h a b i t a t  fo r  m a i n t e n a n c e .

b. Pr o c e d u r e :  C u t  n e c e s s a r y  r o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s  d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s  u s i n g  c a t e r p i l l a r  t r a c t o r .  S t a c k  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  for 

b u r n i n g  later. R o a d s  to be  dirt; no f ill o r  g r a v e l  to b e  added.

c. T i m e  Fra m e :  D u r i n g  c l e a r i n g ,  y e a r  on e

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  19S4 c o s t  = $ 6 , 0 0 0

2. V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s

a. Pu r pose: C o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  e x i s t s  in b i s o n  a n d  o t h e r  

w i l d l i f e  b o t h  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .  V i e w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  

s i m p l i f y  v i e w i n g  w i l d l i f e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  bison) a n d  p r o v i d e  a m e a n s  

for d o i n g  so t h a t  d o e s  n o t  u n d u l y  a l a r m  the a n i ma l s .

b. P r o ce d u r e :  C o n s t r u c t  r a i s e d  a n d  c a m o u f l a g e d  v i e w i n g  p l a t f o r m s

n e a r  w a t e r  sites; c o n s t r u c t  n a t u r e  d r i v e  or s i m i l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  

feature.

c. T i m e  Frame: S u m m e r s  o f  y e a r s  t w o  and  t hree

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  = $ 1 0 , 0 0 0

R E C R E A T I O N  E N H A N C E M E N T



M a i n t e n a n c e  P ha s e

1. R o a d s  a n d  T r a i l s :  T o  b e  h a n d l e d  as p a r t  o f  h a b i t a t  m a i n t e n a n c e .

2. V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s :  R e p a i r  as r e q u i r e d ;  a d d  n e w  f a c i l i t i e s  as 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t ;  e r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s i g n s  as a p p r o p r i a t e .  A n n u a l  

c o s t  les s  t h a n  $5,000.

E Q U I P M E N T  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S

1. H e l i t o r c h  - H e l i c o p t e r - t r a n s p o r t e d  a e r i a l  f i r i n g  d e v i c e .  R e q u i r e d  

for c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  s a f e  i g n i t i o n  o f  p r e s c r i b e d  fires. U s a b l e  by  

A D F & G  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  s t a t e w i d e .  O n  h a n d  n o w

2. T r a c t o r  an d I m p l e m e n t s  - A  s m a l l -  to m e d i u m - s i z e d  t r a c t o r  w i t h  

i m p l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  disc, b r o a d c a s t  s p r e a d e r ,  r o t o t i l l e r ,  drxll, and 

s p a r e  p a r t s  i n v e n t o r y . U s e  fo r  the r e n o v a t i o n  of p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  of f o r e s t  o p e n i n g s ,  f i r e l i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  for p r e s c r i b e d  

fire, s e e d i n g  and f e r t i l i z i n g  o f  s m a l l  ar e a s,  etc. C o s t  = $75,000.

3. S m a l l B u l l d o z e r  - A s m a l l  d o z e r  w i t h  6- w a y  b l a d e  for r o a d  and t r a i l  

m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e s h a p i n g  of p o n d s ,  l i g h t  c l e a r i n g ,  b e r m  s t a c k i n g ,  etc.

C o s t  = $6,000.

4. S t o r a g e  B a r n  a n d  S h o p  - N e e d e d  for s afe s t o r a g e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a b o v e  

a n d  s h o p  f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  U s a b l e  for s t o r a g e  o f  m a t e r i a l s



a n d  h a n d  to o l s .  I n c l u d e s  c o s t  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  hook u p ,  road, f o u n d a t i o n  

pad, etc. C o s t  = $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0.

S T A F F I N G

1. B i s o n  R a n g e  M a n a g e r  - T h r e e - y e a r  p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n ;  p e r m a n e n t / f u l l  

t i m e  G a m e  B i o l o g i s t  II; t o t a l  36 m a n - m o n t h s ;  c o s t  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  f or  3 years.

2. T e c h n i c i a n  - An e x i s t i n g  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  T e c h n i c i a n  IV p o s i t i o n .  

A s s i s t  m a n a g e r  an d  c o n t i n u e  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  b e y o n d  p r o j e c t  c o n c l u s i o n .  

T o t a l  18 m a n - m o n t h s  d u r i n g  p r o j e c t .  C o s t  = $ 5 6 , 0 0 0  (esti ma t e d  a n n u a l  

c o s t  d u r i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  p h a s e  fo r  6 m o n t h s  w o r k  = $19,000).

B E N E F I T S

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  for A l a s k a n s  a n d  

for a r e a  w i l d l i f e .  S o m e  b e n e f i t s  are:

1. A d r a m a t i c  r e d u c t i o n  in c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n s  in the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

area, w h i c h  s h o u l d  in tur n

2. R e d u c e  the c o s t  to the S t a t e  of the p r o p o s e d  S t a t e - a s s i s t e d  c r o p  

d a m a g e  i n s u r a n c e  p r o gr a m ;

3. N e w  m o o s e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  to r e p l a c e  t hat lost to d e v e l o p m e n t  in the 

D e l t a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o j e c t  a n d  *-o p r o v i d e  for e x p a n s i o n  o f  the local 

m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n ;



4. A n  e . s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  w i l d l i f e ,  d o g  sle d  

racing, a n d  so forth. W h i l e  n o t  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  2 s t o c k e d  

l a k e s  a r e  on th e  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Range;

5. A  s t a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  w i n t e r  f o r a g e  for b i s o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  m a i n t e­

na n c e  of t h e  f r e e - r a n g i n g  h e r d  as n e w  f e n c e s  e x c l u d e  b i s o n  f r o m  o l d

w i n t e r  ranges;

6 . A  r e d u c t i o n  in S t a t e  e x p e n s e  s p e n t  h a z i n g  b i s o n  o u t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

areas;

7. A  s o u r c e  o f  fre e  f i r e w o o d  fo r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ;

8 . R e v e n u e  to th e  S t a t e  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  timber;

9. N e w  h a b i t a t  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  h u n t i n g  o p p o r­

tu n i t i e s  fo r  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  g a m e  s p ecies, i n c l u d i n g  bisi. m o o s e ,  bear, 

grou s e ,  hares, a n d  f u r b e a r e r s ;  an d

10. I m p r o v e d  a r e a  a n d  S t a t e  e c o n o m y  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e d  v i s i t o r  u s e  of 

the area.

11. I m p r o v e d  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a n d  r e d u c e d  r o a d  k i l l s  o f  b i s o n  as 

b i s o n  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  s o u t h  o f  th e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y .



C a p i t a l  P h a s e

C O S T  S U M M A R Y

1. C l e a r i n g

2. B e r m  r e m o v a l

3. P l a n t i n g

4. P r e s c r i b e d  fir e

5. W a t e r  s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t

6 . F o r e s t  o p e n i n g s

7. F o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y

T o t a l  H a b i t a t

8 . R o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s 6 . 0

9. V i e w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s 10 .0

T l ta l  V i s i t o r  F a c i l i t i e s

1 0 . T r a c t o r  a n d  i m p l e m e n t s 75.0

1 1 . S m a ll  b u l l d o z e r 60. 0

1 2 . S t o r a g e  b a r n / s h o p 100 .0

T o t a l  E q u i p m e n t

13. S t a f f i n g 206.0

T o t a l  S t a f f i n g

T h o u s a n d s  of 

$ 4 3 7 . 8 

9 2.4 

6 1 6 . 0  

1 13.6 

20.0

13.0

60. 0

D o l l a r s

$ 1 , 3 5 2 . 8

16. 0

1 3 5 . 0

2 0 6 . 0

T O T A L  C A P I T A L  P H A S E



M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e1. R e n o v a t e  p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s $ 13.8

2 . M a i n t a i n  p r e s c r i b e d  f ir e  s i t e s  0 to 10 .0

3. M a i n t a i n  w a t e r  s i t e s 2 .0

4. M a i n t a i n  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s 5.0

5. A s s i s t  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y t i m b e r  s a l e s < 1 .06. M a i n t a i n  roads, t r a i l s ,  a n d o p e n i n g s 2 .0

7. M a i n t a i n  h a y  f i e l d s <5.0

8 . S e a s o n a l  s t a f f i n g  (6 mo) 19.0

T O T A L  M A I N T E N A N C E  P H A S E  $ 57.8 (maximum)

L O N G - T E R M  D I R E C T I O N S

1. B i s o n  h a b i t a t  m a i n t e n a n c e  s h o u l d  b e  a l o n g - t e r m  c o m m i t m e n t  for the 

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  Range. As c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  are  eased, 

a n d  as s u m m e r  r a n g e  i m p r o v e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s ,  th e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

e x a m i n e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  b i s o n  h e r d  b e y o n d  the p r e s e n t  

p o p u l a t i o n  goal (275 a n i m a l s ,  p r e c a l v i n g ) .

2. R e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t  a m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  the 

Division- F a r t - p a c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the a r e a  ha s  e l i m i n a t e d  som e  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  B i s o n  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n e w  

an d  i m p r o v e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  the s p e c t r u m  o f  o u t d o o r  u s e s  of w i l d l a n d s .
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3. T h e  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  in t h e  D e l t a  a r e a  is c u r r e n t l y  g r o w i n g .  

E x i s t i n g  h a b i t a t  m a y  b e  o u t s t r i p p e d  in l ess t h a n  a d e c a d e .  M e w  h a b i t a t  

d e v e l o p e d  o n  th e  B i s o n  R a n g e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a l arge p o r t i o n  o f  the 

w i n t e r  r a n g e  need ed .  T h e  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  p r o p o s a l  

s h o u l d  be o n l y  a b e g i n n i n g .

4. T i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  c a n  p a r a l l e l  a n d  in m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s  c o m p l e m e n t  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t .  S a l e  o f  t i m b e r  f r o m  the R a n g e  ca n  p r o v i d e  

the S t a t e  c o n t i n u e d  r e v e n u e s  to r e p a y  c o s t s  o f  i n i t i al  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a b o o s t  to the l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  T h e  Game; D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

c o n t i n u e  to c l o s e l y  c o o p e r a t e  at a l o c a l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  w i t h  the 

D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e st r y .

5. V i s i t o r s  a n d  A l a s k a n s  a l i k e  a re  g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in b i s o n .  T h e  

D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u a l l y  e x p l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to m a k e  b i s o n  m o r e  

a c c e s s i b l e  to p e o p l e  and s h o u l d  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  the l o c a l  C h a m b e r  of

v A l a s k a  V i s i t o r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s  as a p p r o p r i a t e  to

o p t i m i z e  u s e  of t h i s  re s o u r c e .



DELTA JUNCTION BISON RANGE DEVELOP!®!? SCHEDULE

FY1934 FY19B5 FY19B6 m937

Action Fall Hint'-T Spring S u n c r Fall Sinter Spring Susaer Fall Sinter Spring Suzaer Fall Sinter Spring

Clearing Cut contract to 

clear to llalt o £ 

fun os

Monitor adnlnls- 

tratlve p r o c e s s  

of contract

Monitor work 

progress

Cut contract(s) 

to clear 4,100 

acres) eodlfy If 

recessary to allow 

tlcber harvest

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor work 

progress

Cut contract for any uncompleted clearing, monitor and 

execute contract

Bern reaoval Burn only teres 

needed for 

prescription fire 

safety

Acquire DEC 

ssoke permit

Restack b e n s Burn restackod 

terms

Acquire DEC 

sscke perait

Burn only terns 

needed for pre­

scription fire 

safety

Acquire DEC 

ssoke perait

Burn beras

Planting Develop "In case" 

contract for 

planting rcnaln- 

ing clearings

Fertilize exist­

ing forage; 

cut bay, coopera­

tive fara/ 

refertlllxe

Plant r e n a m i n g  

clearings (apr.-ox. 

200 acres)

Cut planting 

contract 1,000 

acres

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor vork 

progress

Select areas to 

plant

Cut planting 

contract 2,000 

acres

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor work 

progress

Cut planting 

contract on 

r e n a m i n g  

clearings

Monitor contract 

progress

Monitor work 

progress

Prescribed fire Burn beras 

(safety)

Hater development

Revise prescrip­

tion fire plan 

necessary

Ignite prescription fire as funds 

and veatber conditions perait

Select areas to 

treat with pre­

scription fire

Develop prescrip­

tion fire plans

Cut contract for Cut Purchase 

pond construction Requisition for 

(In clearing equlpacnt

contract)

Ignite prescription fires as 

weather conditions perait

Develop vat 

sites

Burn beras 

(safety)

Ignite prescription fires as 

weather conditions perait

Ignite prescription 

fires as weather 

conditions perait

Personnel

Construct viewing 

facilities

--Hire Gaae Biologist II Range Manager, position funded—  

-Fish and Gaoe Technician IV funded—  Kish end G a * e  Technician IV funded— —

Purchase saterlals Construct viewing facilities Purchase

satorlais

 Fish and Gaae Technician IV funded—

Construct viewing facilities

 Teralnete Gaae Biologixt II—

— Fish and 

Game Tech 

IV funded

Construct roads 

and trails

Cut contract to 

develop roads/ 

trails

Monitor work 

progress

Burn beras on 

roads/tralls

Pcstack beras

Purcbasu equipment Crt Purchase 

Requisition to 

purchase equlporat

Receive equlperut

Construct storage 

facility

Cut contract to 

construct barn/ 

shop

Monitor contract

adalnlstratlve

progress

Construction

Forest Inventory Contract with DNR Timber Cruise 

to develop Forest Prellnlnary

Data Tlcber Cruise Report

Tlsher cruise Tlsber cruise Final Report



^ l a s l m  Jliate ^legislature

H OUSE  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  
COMMITTEE ON R ESOU RCES

To: R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

From: C o m m i t t e e  Staff  

Date: F e b r u a r y  7, 1984 

Re: H B  552, a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e

Th i s  act m a k e s  s e v e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the 

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  and p r o v i d e s  for an e f f e c t i v e  date.

I. S e c t i o n a l  An alysis.

S e c t i o n  1. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  fund to the 

D ept, of F i s h  and G a m e  for:

C l e a r i n g .................    4 3 8 , 0 0 0

B e r m  R e m o v a l ......................................... 92 , 4 0 0

F o r a g e  P l a n t i n g ..................................... 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g ................................. 110,000

R o a d s  & T r a i l s ......................................  5,0 0 0

B i s o n  V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s .......................  5,000

P l a n t i n g  & M a i n t e n a n c e  E q u i p m e n t .............. ) 35,000

S t o r a g e  B a r n ......................................... 100,000

W a t e r  & S e w e r  D e v e l o p m e n t .......................  20,0 0 0

F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s ..................................... 13,000

P r o j e ct  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ...........................  2 0 6, 0 0 0

T O T A L  1 , 7 50,000

S e c t i o n  2_. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  Fund to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of fisli and G a m e  for a study, w h i c h  w o u l d  e x a m i n e  the p o s­

si b i l i t i e s  of e x p a n d i n g  tourist f a c i l i t i e s  at the range.

S e c t i o n  3 . A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  Fund tr the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of timber sales 

and fire sup pr e s s i o n .  I n c l u d e s  a t im b e r  inventory.

S e c t i o n  4 . P r o v i d e s  an e f f e c t i v e  d ate of J u l y  1, 1984.

II. C o m p a r i s o n  of HB 552 and CS HB 552.

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  is that the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  to 

the b i l l  d e l e t e s  S e c t i o n  3 of the o r i g i n a l  bill. T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p r o p r i­

ated $ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b i s o n  d r i f t  b a r r i e r  (fence).

JOHN  R IN G S T A D . c o -c h a ir m a n  
R IC H A R D  S H U L T Z .  CO -CHAIRMAN 

POUCH V 
JU N E A U .  A LA SKA  99811 

( 9 0 7 ) 465.3715



f’ O Box 74440

BAN U'O Cuslim.in Street t't07t -ISJ 1105

February 17, 1984

Representative Jolin Ringstad 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear John:

The Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce supports the bison bills now before the 
legislature. They are SB 537 and SB 338 by Moss in the Senate and HB 551 
and HB 552 by Shultz in the House.

'Hie bills are carefully tailored to allevieate the problems associated with 
the Delta bison herd. Bison are grazing animals and need grass type forage 
to prosper. The bison range is predominantly a forest area and needs to be 
manipulated to support the bison or they will continue to wander onto area 
farms causing crop and property damage and creating hazzards to equipment 
and people on the highway. Further, the welfare of the bison will be im­
proved if the range is improved as they will not find it necessary to cross 
the Alaska Highway in search of food.

The apparent benefits if the bison bills are passed include:

1. Improved welfare of the herd.
2. Decreased crop and equipment damage on farms.
3. Reduced hazzard to people and equipment on the highway.
4. Improved tourist and sight-seeing activity.
5. Improved habitat for moose, grouse and bear.

We urge your support for these bills. If you have any questions, please give 
me a call.

Best ncrsonal recards.

cc: Senator Pappy Moss
Representative Richard Shultz
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Introduced: 1/30/84
Referred-:'* Resources and 
Finance

F undinR Information 
General Fund $2,090,000 
O ther Funds -U-

$2,090,000

1 IN THE HOUSE BY SHULTZ

2 H O US E  B ILL NO. 552

3 IN THE L EGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 T HIRTEENTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

5 A  B ILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act ma k i n g  special appropriations for development

7 of the Delta J u n c t i o n  b ison range and construction of

8 a bison herd drift barrier; and pro v i di n g  for an

9 effective date."

10 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

11 * Section 1. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $1,750,000 is appro-

12 priated from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game for com-

13 pletion of the Delta Junction bison range development program.

14 * Sec. 2. Subject to AS 37.25.010, the sum of $10,000 is appropriated

15 from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game to conduct a study

16 for planning an expansion of tourist v i e w i n g  facilities at the Delta Junc-

17 tion bison range.

18 * Sec. 3. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $270,000 is appropriated

19 from the general fund to the Al a s k a  Agricultural Action Council (AS 44.33.-

20 450) for the construction of a bison drift barrier along the southern

21 boundary of the Delta Agriculture Project.

22 * Sec. 4. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $60,000 is appropriated

23 from the general fund to the Department of Natural Resources, di v i s i o n  of

24 forestry, for the administration of timber sales on the Delta Junction

25 bison range and fire suppression activities associated wit h  required burn-

26 ing on the range.

27 * Sec. 5, This Act takes effect July 1, 1984

I - HB 552





flasket jiiate |Gegislaturs
H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  

COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

J O H N  R IN G S T A D ,  CO -CHA IRMAN 
R IC H A R D  S H U L T Z .  CO -CHA IRMAN 

POUCH V  
J U N E A U ,A L A S K A  9981 I 

(907) 465-3713

To: R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

From: C o m m i t t e e  Staff 

D ate: F e b r u a r y  7, 19b4

Re: H B  552, a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  fo r  the D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s on  R a n g e

T h i s  act m a k e s  s e v e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  and p r o v i d e s  fo r  an e f f e c t i v e  date.

I. S e c t i o n a l  A n a lysis.

S e c t i o n  1. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  fun d  to the 

D e p t ,  of F i s h  and G a m e  for:

C l e a r i n g ..............................................  4 3 8 , 0 0 0

B e r m  R e m o v a l ......................................... 9 2 , 4 0 0

F o r a ge  P l a n t i n g ..................................... 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g ................................. 110, 0 0 0

Roads & T r a i l s ......................................  5 , 0 0 0

B i s o n  V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s ........................  5 , 0 0 0

P l a n t i n g  & M a i n t e n a n c e  E q u i p m e n t .............. 1 3 5, 0 0 0

S tora g e  B a r n ......................................... 100,000

W a t e r  & S e w e r  D e v e l o p m e n t .......................  2 0 , 0 0 0

Fo r e s t  O p e n i n g s ..................................... 13,000

Proj e c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ...........................  2 0 6 , 0 0 0

T O T A L  1 , 750,000

S e c t i o n  2_. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  Fund to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of fish and G a m e  for a study, w h i c h  w o u l d  e x a m i n e  the p o s­

si b i l i t i e s  of e x p a n d i n g  t o ur i s t  f a c i l i t i e s  at the range.

S e c t i o n  3 . A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  the G e n e r a l  F und to the 

D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  P 'sources for the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t i m b e r  saler 

and fire suppression. I n c l u d e s  a ti m b e r  i n ventory.

S e c t i o n  4 . P r o v i d e s  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of J u l y  1, 1984.

II. C o m p a r i s o n  of HB 552 and CS HB 552.

T h e  d i ff e r e n c e  is that the H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  to 

the b i l l  deletes S e c t i o n  3 of the o r i g i n a l  bill. T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p r o p r i­

ated $270, 0 0 0  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a b i s o n  d r i f t  b a rr i e r  (fence).
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S e n a t o r  B e t t y e  F a h r e n k a m p ,  C h a i r  

S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e 

A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p :

T h e  b u f f a l o  n e e d  a  home of t h e i r  o w n  t o  roam! T h e  D e l t a  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  A d v i s o r y  

C o m m i t t e e  u r g e s  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t o  g i v e  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  S e n a t e  B i l l s  

33 7  a n d  338 t h a t  w o u l d  s olve t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  b i s o n .

T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  bee n v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in b i s o n  s i n c e  w e  b e c a m e  a c t i v e  y e a r s  

ago. S i n c e  t h a t  time, w e  h a v e  s e e n  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  r e s o u r c e  i n t e n s i f y ,  

a n d  s p i l l  over, a t  times, i n t o  a s h o o t i n g  war. W e  h a v e  s e e n  a d o z e n  d e a d  bis' \ 

s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  a f ie l d  a f t e r  h a v i n g  e a t e n  u n c o v e r e d  f e r t i li z e r .  T h e n  too, w e  h a v e  

o b s e r v e d  the b i s o n  d e c imate t h e  f a r m  p r o f i t s  o f  h a r d - w o r k i n g  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .

T h e s e  t w o  b i l l s  o f f e r  the f i r s t  r e a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  w e  h a v e  s ee n  in y e a r s  of o b s e r v a t i o n  

f o r  a l a s t i n g  pe a c e .  T h e y  o f f e r  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  fo r t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  c o n t i n u e  w i t h o u t  th e  t h r e a t  of l o s s e s  j u s t  a t  the m o m e n t  of ga i n .

T h e y  o f f e r  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  the b i s o n  h e r d  t o  c o n t i n u e  f r e e - r a n g i n g  o n  land 

t h a t  is s e t a s i d e  for them a n d  the  p e o p l e  t h a t  e n j o y  them.

T h a n k  you f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,
i i

D e a n  W. C u m m i n g s

C h a i r m a n

8 9 5 - 4 6 1 9

cc: S e n a t o r  M o s s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Shultz 

F a i r b a n k s  d e l e g a t i o n
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