


S U m m a T y  
S t a t u t e s
R e p e a l e d  S t a t u t e s  in CS  

F i s c a l  N o t e / D N A
N a r r a t i v e / Q u e s  & A n s w e r s / P a r k  F e e  S c h e d u l e

VfG^l/C S U M M A R Y :  H B  48 6 "An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  f e e s  f o r  t h e  use
o f  s t a t e  p a r k  f a c i l i t i e s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  
f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

P u r p o s e : T o  a l l o w  the S u ^ t e  P a r k  S y s t e m  t o  l e v y  e n t r y
or u s e r  fees.

S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s :

S e c t i o n  1. A S  4 1 . 2 1  (Parks * R e c r e a t i o n a l  Fs.cilities) is a m e n d e d  
b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  " F E E S  F O R  T H E  U S E  O F  R E C R E A­
T I O N A L  A N D  E D U C A T I O N A L  F A C I L I T I E S "

(a) D N R  to e s t a b l i s h  a n d  c o l l e c t  f e e s  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
of

1 ) s t a t e  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  o f  f a c i l i t y
2 ) s i m i l a r  f e e s  c h a r g e d  b y  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r
3) a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  f e e  c o l l e c t i o n  p r o g r a m
4) p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t

■-'i) D N R  to  r e p o r t  t o  l e g i s l a t u r e  (10 d a y s  o f  s e s s i o n )  
t o  r e p o r t :

1 ) r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t e d
2 ) a d m i n i s t e r i n g  f e e s  (cost)
3) p u b l i c  i n p u t  on  f e e s

S e c t i o n  2. I m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e

W o r k d r a f t  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e :

S e c t i o n  1. S a m e  as a b o v e

S e c t i o n  2. A S  2 8 . 1 0 . 4 1 1 ( e )  r e p e a l e d  ( S t a t u t e  a t t a c h e d )

M o t o r  V e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n /  p r o v i d i n g  for e n t r a n c e  
i n t o  S t a t e  P a r k s  is c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  for here.

* (CSHB486) - E f f e c t s  of  R e p e a l e r  - a l l o w s  f o r  all p a r k  u s e r s
to  p a y  fe e s

* (HB486) W i t h o u t  R e p e a l e r  - r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  p a y  fe e s
t h a t  a r e  a l r e a d y  p a i d  w i t h  v e h i c l e  
r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  n o n - r e s i d e n t s  
w i l l  b e  c h a r g e d  fees.

* p e r  D i c k  B r a d l e y ,  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s
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tial reduction of the continuing capability of the land or w ater to pro­
duce renew able resources a t th e ir n a tu ra l or historic levels;

(13) "silviculture" m.eans the  a r t  of producing and tending a forest, 
the application of the knowledge of silvics in the trea tm en t of a forest, 
and the  theory and practice of controlling and m anaging forest estab ­
lishm ent, composition, and growth;

(14) "sta te  forest” m eans an  area  which is retained in sta te  
ownership in order to

(A) provide a base for sustained yield m anagem ent of renewable 
resources; and

(B) perm it a variety  of beneficial uses;
(15) "sustained yield” m eans the achievem ent and m aintenance in 

perpetuity  of a high level annual or regu lar periodic output of the 
various renew able resources of forest land and w ater w ithout signifi­
cant im pairm ent of the productivity of the land and w cter, but does not 
require th a t  tim ber be harvested in a non-declining yield basis over a 
ro tation period; and

(16) "tim ber owner” m eans a person who owns tim ber on forest land 
or who has the righ ts to tim ber, bu t does not own the land itself. (§ 1 
ch 108 SLA 1978; am § 88 ch 59 SLA 1982)

R e v iso r 's  notes . — In 1983 paragraphs 
(12* — (16) were reorganized to place the 
terms defined in alphabetical order. 

E ffe c t  o f  am en d m en ts . — The 1982

am endm ent substituted "forestry” for 
"forest, land, and water m anagem ent” in 
paragraph (5).

NOTES TO D ECISIO N S

T he " su sta in ed  y ield  p r in c ip le "  as
used in A las. Const, art. VIII, § 4 accords 
with the definition set forth in AS 
38.04.910(10), and the added language in 
the definition o f "sustained y ield” in this 
section that it "does not require that tim ­
ber be harvested in a nondeclining yield

bnsis over a rotation period"; and it should 
be read as permitting timber cutting at a 
level that cannot be sustained over a forest 
rotation period only in unusual circum ­
stances. Southeast A laska Conservation 
Council, Inc. v. State. Sup. Ct. Op. No. 
2662 (File No. 5855), P.2d (1983).

Chapter 20. Parks and Recreational Facilities.

[Renum bered as A S  41.21.010 —  41.21.990.]

Chapter 21. Parks and Recreational Facilities.
A rtic le
1. Adm inistration (§§ 41.21.010 — -11.21.040)
2. State Parks (§§ 41.21.110 — 41.21.167)
3. A laska Marine Parks (§§ 41.21.300 — 41.21.306)
4. State Recreation Areas (§§ 41.21.410 — 41.21.490)
5. W ildlife Preserves (§§ 41.21.610 — 41.21.630)
6. Roadside Rests, Beaches (§§ 41.21.800 — 41.21.805)
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7. Trails, Footpaths and Cam psites <§§ 41.21.850 — 41.21.872)
8. M iscellaneous Provisions (§§ 4 !.2 1 .S f>0 — 41.21.918)
9. General Provisions (§§ 41.21.900 — 41.21.990)

Article 1. Administration.
S ectio n  S ectio n
10. Purpose 30. Disposition o f funds
20 Duties o f Department o f N atural 40. Division w ithin department

Resources
25. Zoning o f private land within state 

parks

C o lla tera l r e fe r e n c e s . — 59 Am. Ju r . 
2d, Parks, Squares and Playgrounds, §>; 1 
— 15; 63 Am. Ju r . 2d. Public Lands, S 17. 

81A C .J .S .. States, §§ 138, 145 — 150.

Statutes relating to establishm ent or 
adm inistration of parks as encroachment 
on right o f local self-government, 88 ALR 
228.

Sec. 41.21.010. P u rp o s e . It is the purpose of AS 41.21.010 — 
41.21.040 to foster the growth and developm ent of a system of parks 
and recreational facilities and opportunities in the sta te , for the 
general '.tealth, welfare, education, and enjoym ent of its citizens and for 
the a ' .faction of visitors to the sta te . (§ 1 ch 158 SLA 1959)

f te v iso r ’s n o tes . — Formerly AS 
41.20.010. Renumbered in J983.

Sec. 41.21.020. D u ties  o f  D e p a r tm e n t of N a tu ra l  R eso u rces . 
The D epartm ent of N atu ra l Resources shall

(1) develop a continuing plan for the conservation and m iximum use 
in the public in terest of the scenic, historic, archaeologic, scientific, 
biological, and recreational resources of the s ta te 1

(2) plan for and develop a system  of sta te  parks and recreational 
facilities, to be established as the leg islature authorizes and directs;

(3) acquire by gift, purchase, or transfer from sta te  or federal 
agencies, or from individuals, corporations, partnersh ips or associa­
tions, land necessary, su itab le and proper for roadside, picnic, recre­
ational or par.: purposes;

(4) control, develop and m ain ta in  s ta te  parks and recreational areas;
(5) provide for the acquisition, care, control, supervision, improve­

m ent, development, extension and m aintenance of public recreational 
land, and m ake necessary arrangem ents, contracts or com m itm ents for 
the im provem ent and developm ent of land acquired under AS 
41.21.010 — 41.21.040;

(6) adopt, in accordance with th is  sec '' ' and the A dm inistrative 
Procedure Act (AS 44.62), regulation overning the use and
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designating incom patible uses w ithin the boundaries of sta te  park  and 
recreational areas to protect the property and to preserve the peace;

(7) cooperate w ith the U nited S tates and its agencies and local sub­
divisions of the  sta te  to secure the effective supervision, improvement, 
developm ent, extension, and m aintenance of s ta te  parks, sta te  
monuments,i sta te  historical areas, and state  recreational areas, and 
secure agreem ents or contracts for the purpose of AS 41.21.010 — 
41.21.040;

(8) encourage the organization of s ta te  public park and recreational 
activities in the local political subdivisions of the state;

(9) provide for consulting service designed to develop local park  and 
recreation facilities and programs;

(10) provide clearing-house services for o ther sta te  agencies con­
cerned w ith park and recreation m atters; and

(11) perform other duties as are prescribed by executive order or by 
law; ,

(12) m ain ta in  m em orials to A laska veterans located in sta te  parks;
(13) adopt, in accordance with the A dm inistrative Procedure Act 

(AS 44.62), regulations governing the  use of the  Chena River S tate 
Recreation Area and designating incompatible uses w ithin the bound­
aries of the Chena River S ta te  Recreation Area in accordance w ith AS 
41.21.490. (§ 2 ch 158 SLA 1959; am  § 1 ch 233 SLA 1970: am § 3 ch 
30 SLA 1981; am 1, 2 ch 78 SLA 1981)

R cv iso r ’s notes . — Formerly AS 
41.20.020. Renumbered in 1983.

The present second sentence o f AS 
41.21.490 was originally enacted as part of 
(13) o f this section and was transferred, 
with appropriate minor word changes in 
(13) o f this section in 1981. Two para­
graphs (12) were added by the 1981 
am endments. The paragraph added by the 
second am endm ent was renumbered us 
(13).

C ross re fe re n ce s . — For power of the 
departm ent of m ilitary affairs to construct

memorials to veterans, see AS 44.35.030.
E ffect o f  am en d m en ts . — The first 

1981 amendment added paragraph (12).
The second 1981 am endment made 

minor word changes in paragraph (6i and 
added paragraph <13).

C o lla tera l re fe re n ce s . — Grant of 
licenses or special privileges in parks, 18 
ALR 1263; 63 ALR 484: 144 ALR 486.

Use to which park property may be 
devoted; power o f legislature or state offi­
cers, IB ALR 1266; 63 ALR 484; 144 ALR 
41(6.

Sec. 41.21.025. Z o n ing  o f p r iv a te  lan d  w ith in  s ta te  p a rk s , (a) 
The departm ent may adopt, under the A dm inistrative Procedure Act 
(AS 44.62), zoning regulations governing private property w ithin the 
boundaries of s ta te  parks established under th is chapter.

(b) Land patented to or under interim  conveyance to a regional or 
village native corporation under 43 U.S.C. 1601-1628 (P.L. 92-203. 
A lazka N ative C laim s Settlem ent Act) which falls w ithin a sta te  park 
boundary is subject to the zoning regulations provided for under (a) of 
th is  section only if the  affected regional or village native corporat'on 
consents to or fails to reject the zoning regulations w ithin 60 days from 
the date they are subm itted to the effected corporation.
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title fee required under § 441 of this chapter, the departm ent shall issue 
a new certificate of title. (§ 7 ch 178 SLA 1978)

Sec. 28.10.411. R egistration fees levied, (a) For evei y year during 
any part of which a vehicle is subject to registration under this chapter, 
a registration fee shall be paid to the departm ent a t the time of original 
registration and a t  each annual renewal of registration a fte r  th a t time.

(b) Motor carrier and bus transportation fees paid on vehicles subject 
to the Alaska Motor F reight C arrier Act (AS 42.10) and the Alaska Bus 
Act (AS 42.15) shall be paid to the departm ent a t the same time the 
regis -'ation fee is paid.

(c) A resident 65 years of age or older is entitled to an exemption from 
tax under this section for one motor vehicle subject to registration. No 
exemption may be granted except upon written application for the 
exemption on a form prescribed by the departm ent.

(d) The Departm ent of Community and Regional Affairs shall pay to 
the borough and to the city in which a person who is gran ted  an 
exemption under (c) of this section resides an am ount equal to the tax 
levied under § 431(b) of this chapter regardless of w hether the borough 
or city is eligible for the tax levied under th a t section.

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the fees paid for 
registering a vehicle under § 421(b)(1), (2), (5), (6) or (d) of this chapter 
shall include all fees required for entry into and use of a sta te  park or 
campground. »§ 7 ch 178 SLA 1978)

Sec. 28.10.421. R egistration fee rates, (a) Unless otherwise provided 
by law, the fees prescribed in this section shall be paid to the depa-tm ent 
a t the times provided under §§ 101—111 of this chapter.

(b) The annual registration fees under this subsection are imposed 
within the following classifications for:

(1) a passenger vehicle or motor home not used or maintained for the 
transportation of persons or property for hire or for o ther commercial 
u s e ..............................................  $30;

(2) a pick-up truck or a van not exceeding 6,000 pounds unladen 
weight and not used or maintained for the transportation of persons or 
property for hire or for other commercial u s e .................................... $35;

(3) a taxicab .............................................................................................$65;
(4) a motor bus with a seating capacity for 20 or more persons and 

used exclusively for commercial purposes in the transporting of visitors 
or to u r is ts ....................................................................................................... $80;

(5) a motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle ......................................... $15;

Article 5. Fees and Charges.
Section
411. Registration fees levied 
421. Registration fee  rates

Section
431. Annual motor vehicle registration tax 
441. Schedule o f  other fees and charges
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(6) a two- or four-wheeled trailer not used or maintained for the 
transportation of persons or property for hire or for o ther commercial 
use, including, bu t not limited to, a boat trailer, baggage trailer, box 
trailer, utility trailer or house tra iler ....................   $ 5.

(c) The annual registration fees under this subsection are imposed and 
are based upon the actual unladen w eight as established by the 
m anufacturer’s advertised w eight or upon the actual w eight which the 
owner shall furnish, subject to the approval of the commissioner or his 
representative, for a vehicle, including a motor vehicle pulling a trailer 
or semi-trailer, used or maintained for the transportation of passengers 
for hire, excepting taxicabs and buses under (b) of this section, or for 
the transportation of property for hire or for o ther commercial use, 
including a commercial vehicle such as a trailer, semi-trailer, truck, 
wrecker, tow car, hearse, ambulance, and tractor, as follows:

(1) up to and including 5,000 p o u n d s ................................................. $45;
(2) more than 5,000 pounds to and including 12,000 pounds . . $80;
(3) more than 12,000 pounds to and including 18,000 pounds. .$150;
(4) more than 18,000 p o u n d s .............................................................. $215.
(d) The special registration fees under this s’.osection are imposed 

annually, unless otherwise specified, for:
(1) an historic vehicle (one time only upon initial registration under 

§ 181 of this chapter) ................................................................................ $10;
(2) special leq u est plates ......................................................................$20;

plus the fee required for th a t vehicle under (b)(1) or (2) of this section;
(3) a vehicle owned by a disabled veteran or other handicapped person, 

and registered under § 181 of this chapter or a resident 65 years of age 
or older who complies with § 411(c) of this c h a p te r ....................... none;

(4) a vehicle owned by tne sta*e ...................................................... none;
(5) a  vehicle owned by an elected sta te  official  the fee

required for th a t vehicle under (b) of this section;
(6) a vehicle owned by a consular officer, unless waived under § 181 

of this c h a p te r ................................................................................................$30;
(7) a vehicle owned by a rancher, farm er, or dairyman and registered 

under § 181 of this c h a p t e r ......................................................................$30;
(8) a snowmobile or off-highway vehicle  ............................... $ 5;
(9) an am ateur mobile radio station vehicle,
(A) with a transceiver capable of less than 5-band o p e ra tio n .............

.................. the fee required for tha t vehicle under (b) or (c) of this section;
(B) in recognition of his service tc  the public: a mobile am ateur radio 

station owned by an am ate ’r  with general class or higher license, 
provided the station m ust be satisfactorily proved capable of operating 
on a t least five bands between 160 through 10 m eters, m ust b? ê an 
antenna, and m ust have a power supply a rd  wiring as a perm anent part 
of the vehicle; the transm itting  unit may be removed from the car for
service or dry s to ra g e .....................................none for a mobile am ateur
radio station vehicle included in b(l) or (2) of this section;

§ 28.10.421 M o t o r  Vehicles § 28.10.421
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Feta in Alaska State Parks

H o w  Ions have fees for recrealio rged?

Of the 50 state p a r k  systems in the iv • itates, A l a s k a  stands alone in not 

levying any en t r y  or us e r  fees for i ' i *  v cities. W i t h i n  Alaska, the U.S.

F o r e s t  Service, N a t i o n a l  Pa r k  Servi-^i . ' :» F i s h  &  W i l d l i v e  Service, the 

B u r e a u  of Land Ma n a g e m e n t ,  M u n i c i p a l  ^  g r o u n d s  and (obviously) p r i v a t e  

campgrounds have fees. A laska State P a r k s 1 3 , 0 0 0  camp s i t e s  are free.

At the federal level, s y s t e m a t i c  fee c o l l ection in the N a t i o n a l  P a r k  System 

was instituted by P r e s i d e n t  F r a n k l i n  D. Roosevelt. Ye a r s  later, in 1951, the 

U.S. Congress p a s s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  requiring that f a c ilities p r o v i d i n g  "service, 

b e n efit or p r i v i l e g e  s hould be self - s u s t a i n i n g  to the full e xtent p o ssible"

(65 STAT. 290). In 1964 the Congress p assed l e g i s l a t i o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  calling 

for recreation use r  fees as pa r t  of the Land and W a t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Fun d  Act. 

Since 1964 federal acts d e a ling w i t h  user fees have b e e n  c o n s t a n t l y  updated.

T he federal e f fort c l e a r l y  targets r ecapturing a p o r t i o n  of par k  and recreation 

area operation and m a i n t e n a n c e  costs nationwide.

Has Alaska State Parks ever charged user fees for r e c r e a t i o n ?

Yes. Through the A l a s k a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  Code 11 AAC 12.310 fees w e r e  a u t h o r­

ized. The Divi s i o n  of Parks utilized an annual $10.f'0 e n t r a n c e  fee. I n d i v­

iduals were gi v e n  a decal that could be affixed to a v e h i c l e  a l l o w i n g  access 

for the entire year.

W h e n  was the fee s t o p p e d ?

The fee was S t o pped b y  the p a s s a g e  of a somewhat o b s c u r e  pi e c e  of legisl a t i o n  

in a body of law d e a l i n g  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  motor v e h i c l e s  in 1978, AS 28.10.411(d).

W h y  should we charge fees a g a i n ?

Times have changed. In 1978 Alaska was in the b e g i n n i n g  of a p e r i o d  of record

high government spending. T o d a y  the tables are turned. R e v e n u e  is tight and 

it will continue to decline.

How do people react to user fees and will they p a y ?

S u rprisingly mor e  than half of campground users will n o r m a l l y  pay w i t h o u t  

hesitation. In B r i t i s h  Columbia up to 80% c o m p l i a n c e  has been recorded. With

limited staff contact they ex p e r i e n c e d  96% c o m p l i a n c e  from users.

Even closer to home, here in Alaska, the U.S. F o r e s t  s e r vice charges c a m p­

ground fees of $5.00 per night. Th e i r  p r o g r a m  gets 77% user c o m pliance and up 

to 9 2 %  user com p l i a n c e  wh e n  c a m pground hosts are used.

What method w o u L d  A l a s k a  State Parks use to charge fees and is it really worth it?

Research tells us that "iron rangers" appear to be the most p r a c t i c a l  method.

The iron ranger is e s s e n t i a l l y  a s e l f - r e g i s t r a t i o n  s t a t i o n  that is virt u a l l y  

vandal proof. St a f f  time is ver y  limited, i n s t a l l a t i o n  is cheap, m a i n t e n a n c e  

is minimal and use r  compliance e l sewhere with this s y s t e m  is good to excellent.

By using Campground Hosts (Volunteers in Parks) to c o n t a c t  campers, we expect 

to increase user c o m p liance and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the fee system.
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Exactly what kind o f  fe e s  would be charged?

Only overnight camping fe e s  and a tour fe e  fo r  the House o f  Wickersham.
People who overnight in  parks u t i l i z e  the f u l l  range o f  f a c i l i t i e s  provided 
and lo g i c a l l y  should pay to help  d e fray  the costs  o f  operating  and m aintaining 
the campgrounds. The House o f  Wickersham, a n o n -p ro f it  foundation , i s  in v i ­
sioned which W/Uld support i t s  ex is te n ce  through tour f e e s .

How much revenue do other s t a t e s  generate and wn«:t could AJaska expect to earn?

The more h eav ily  populated s ta te s  l i k e  C a l i fo r n ia  ana Michigan c o l l e c t  $18,000,000
and $5,000,000 annually . Over 15 other spates  earn over $1,000,000 and 33 
s ta tes  generate over $500,000 each y ear .  Prelim inary a n a ly s is  here allows us 
to p r e d ic t  f i r s t  year revenues o f  $300,000. Usually revenue goes up a f t e r  the 
f i r s t  year .

Do we expect any other b e n e f i t s  from user f e e  c o l l e c t io n ?

Yes, research  confirms that vandalism and other d e p r e c ia t iv e  behavior d e c l in e  
n o t iceab ly  in  areas  where user f e e s  are charged. This saves money and allows
ex ist in g  operations money to improve, rather than rep a ir  f a c i l i t i e s .

Exactly how much w i l l  our campers pay?

Ten, s ix  and three d o l la r s  per n ig h t , per cam psite . Rates w i l l  be s tructured  
with higher fe e s  fo r  campgrounds with the most a m e n it ie s/ serv ic e s .  Most o f 
the sm all , remote and r u s t ic  v e h ic le  campgrounds w i l l  remain f r e e .

What do A la sk a 's  p r iv a te  campground operators think o f  the idea?

Each operator we have contacted  favors  the id e a .  P rivate  operators have long 
f e l t  free  s ta te  campgrounds were u n fa ir  com petit ion .
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I .  Vaulted o:' p it 
la tr in e s  or no 
la t r in e s .

2. C lea rly  defined spaces 2. Spaces not c le a r ly  defined. 2. D irt roads and pads.

3. Ind iv idua l spaces w ith 
separation.

!). Campgroi-nd Most on duty - 
Ranger,'maintenance s t a f f .  
Dal 1y on grounds.

5. Closo to or w ith in  major 
population center.

3. Recent major maintenance 
and upgrading.

!|. Hand pump or running t 
water.

Roads hard packed d ir t  or 3. F a c i l i t ie s  minimum
sand or lacking .

I). With or without drinking k. Hay be no drinking

Fees for these areas may ue 
charged I f  demind for f a c i l i t y  
Is  high enough, and i f  f a c i l i t y  
has a fin ished product to o ffer

I .e .  Independence Mine SHP 
Yes

Fort Abercrombie SHP - 
No for

h is to r ic  portion.
water. water.

5. Road sutfaced w ith g rave l. 5* No host - Rangers/Halnten- 5« Sporadic or infrequent
ance. S ta ff  in te rm itte n tly . maintenance and enforc* 

ment.

6. Proxim ity to good roads. 6. S ingle entrance.

7. Hay have dump sta tio n .

8. S ing le  entrance.

7. Rangers/maintenance 
Staff/Volunteer Host 
frequently on grounds.

6. Hay_be remote from hard 6. M ultiple entrances, 
surfaced roads or major 
highways.

7. Fswer than 6 over night 
spaces.

Hore than 1)0 mi les from 
maintenance sta tio n .
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SELF REGISTRATION IN PARKS A SUCCESS
Will B.C. camper* voluntarily register anti 

pay for T .mpground use when there isn 't an 
official 'here to ask for their money? The 
answer is an overwhelming “ yes", as the 
Harks and Outdoor Recreation Division 
showed this year in 32 provincial parks.

Two vear ago. the division launched a 
pilot program o f self-registration fee collec­
tions in seven parks, then increased it to II 
parks in 1979 and 32 Ihis year. The objective 
was to monitor both the response o f campers 
anil the effectiveness from an operations 
standpoint. It has proven to be an entirely 
valid system for both users and operators.

B.C. was the first Canadian province to 
use the self-registration system, but credit lot 
its organization goes 10 the U .S. fo rest Ser­
vice. which pioneered it in the early I970's.

The principle behind sclf-rcgislralinn is 
simple: Ihc responsibility for registering and 
paying camping fees falls to  the camper 
rather than park staff. The advantage to 
campers is obvious: convenience. They can 
now pay their lee wh*n they arrive Instead of 
waiting lor a collector to come around at a 
spec-tiled lime. They can also pay In advance 
lor as many nights as they wish. Assuming 
they do (and statistics now show this to  be an 
entirely valid assumption), fee collectors arc 
now free to wore, in other a rea ' o f park 
operations to  improve service to the public.

The implementation o f  the system is also 
fairly simple: as campers enter the cam p­
ground, a sign advises them that attendants 
do  not collect fees. Campers are asked to 
select a site, then go to the self-iegistralton 
station and pay. At these fee stations, 
strategically located in the campground, 
envelope* are provided, the camper fills in 
the registration information, puts the fee in 
the envelope, seals it, and deposits it In a 
vault, fust tearing off the receipt stub. Dur­
ing Ihc evening, park staff check each v -nil 
to  ensure payment ha t been received.

During the two year period, Ihc average 
voluntary compliance rate was over 80% 
and , when add itional inform ation , instruc­

tions, or reminders were given, the average 
was a stunning 96%! This rate is as high as 
that achieved with traditional m ethods o f fee 
collection. Based on B .C .'s caperimental 
program . Yoho National Park started a 
similar system in the summer o f  1979. Their 
volunteer compliance averaged 9 2% — an­
other indication o f the system 's viability and 
people 's basic honestyl

To get p tP'sc reaction to the new system, 
the divisior, monitored some o', the 20.000 
camping parties who participated in the 1978 
pilot program . At that lime, users did not 
show any strong objections to  the system. 
They were undecided as to whether or not 
there was a decrease in contact with staff and 
it was generally felt there were no problems 
with change, foreign Currency (American) or 
the instructions. They did , however, remark 
tin the appearance o f Ihc tec station , because 
it did not blend with park environment. Thi; 
response was welcomed because the fee sta­
tions and vaults were designed to  be easily 
identified.

As with most new concepts, improvements 
aie an integral part o f their succcs;. The self- 
registration system was no exception. Several 
recommendations were made by field staff 
and improvements and modifications were 
made.

Ron Korr  o f  l l w  Parks and  O u td o o r  
R e c re a t io n  D iv i s io n  O p e ra t io n s  
B ra n c h  d e m o n s t ra te s  the sel l- 
reg is t ra t ion  lee  sys tem . Ron is  t i l l ­
i n g  ou t  the p e rm i t  enve lope  fo l l o w ­
ing the in s t ru c t io n s  on  the s ign .  In 
the fo reg round  Is the vau l t  w here  
R o n  w i l l  d e p o s i t  th e  p e r m i t  
enve lope and  c a m p in g  lee.

LOOK FOR CHANGES IN FORUM
issue. As you have no doubt noticed, 
Forum already looks different! Keeping 
in mind your comments, o ther changes 
will be incorporated in to future issues, 
thereby hopefully making Forum the 
most informative and well-read -.ewslet- 

The upcoming issues o f  the Forum ter put out by any ministry, 
newsletter will reflect some o f  the changes Your on going comments are welcome
suggested by many o f  you in completing at any lime. Many thanks to  all o f you 
Ihc recent questionnaire. The answers to who look the time to  complete the ques- 
Ihc quesionnanes are being tabulated and tionnairc.
a summary will be printed in the nest The Kdllor
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MEMORANDUM

To: House Resource Committee Members

From: Committee S t a f f

Date: February 22, 1984

Re: CSHB 486

The only d i f fe r e n c e  between t .i is  new CS and the o r ig in a l  CS can be found 
on l in e s  13 and 14.

I n i t i a l l y  the language had been more of a general nature in  that fe e s  
could be lev ied  for  the use of r e c re a t io n a l  and educational f a c i l i t i e s .

With the new language contained in  the l a t e s t  CS, fe e s  can only be 
charged for  the use of developed cam psites , guided tours of h i s t o r ic a l  
s i t e s ,  and public  use cab ins .

The o r ig in a l  f i s c a l  note has not been a ltered  by the change in language.

There changes have been made with the concurrence of both the sponsor 
and the Director of the D ivision  of Parks.
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