


Summary of Teleconference 

Topic: Homesteading

March 3, 1983

Homesteading in General

Nearly all participants enthusiastically supported the 
concept of a homestead program. The overriding reason seems 
to be in keeping with the Article VIII, Sec. 1 & 2 of our 
Constitution:

ARTICLE VIII 
NATURAL RESOURCES

SECTION l.It is the policy of the State to encourage 
the settlement of its land and the development of its 
resources by making them available for maximum use 
consistent with the public interest.

SECTION 2. The legislature shall provide for the 
utilization, development, and conservation of all 
natural resources belonging to the State, including 
land and waters, for the maximum benefit of its people.

In short, participants seem to agree that Alaskan residents 
should have the opportunity to own land and determine for 
themselves what the use and lifestyle is appropriate on that 
land.

Stipulations

Overall, the testimony seemed to indicate that 160 acres was 
an acceptable parcel size, and that a reasonable portion of 
that acreage should be cleared.

a) SURVEYING - Yes, an accurate survey should be 
required, but it should not cost prohibitive. State 
funded surveys for major control points such as section 
comers would help reduce costs. Also, either loans, 
or additional time to complete survey requirements 
would help.

b) HABITABLE DWELLING - Yes, a permanent habitable 
dwelling should be required.

c) ACCESS - This topic of discussion came up 
repeatedly. First, their needs to be accessible to 
homesteads via rights-of-way preferably along section 
lines. Secondly, homesteads should not block public



access to streams, lakes, or public lands. Lastly, 
access to one's homestead should not be hindered by 
other homestead selections.

d) STAKING - Yes, their should be traditional staking 
requirements and boundary lines should be brushed and 
reasonably marked.

e) ENTRY - Participants, overall, did not support the 
lottery or auction approach to disposal and mentioned 
several times that HB 130 was not acceptable because it 
too closely resembled current land disposal programs. 
A traditional (select your own ground, stake it, and 
file for an entry permit) approach appears to have the 
strongest support.

f) CLEARING REQUIREMENTS - Nearly everyone felt that 
some clearing was reasonable, but many participants 
stressed that it should be a reasonable requirement Not 
one that adds extreme expense, but rather a "sweat 
equity" for the homestead entree.

g) OCCUPANCY - Again, most people favored occupancy 
requirements with the stipulation that homesteaders be 
required to make their heme on the selection for a 
reasonable portion of 5 to 7 yrs. Suggestions varied, 
but an average of 5 iros. a year seemed to prevail.

h) OWNERSHIP - Nearly all participants wished to 
obtain a "fee simple" title or patent to the homestead 
selection upon fulfillment of requirements. Many 
expressed a desire for more sub-surface rights and 
water rights, in addition to surface ownership.

i) AGRICULTURE USE - Overal participants did not favor 
stipulations for Agriculture. Citing existing Ag 
programs .and the need for homesteading, not necessarily 
small f v.m projects, those testifying seemed to stress 
the need for people to determine what use they had for 
their 160 acres. Most testimony indicated that on good 
land, some form of agriculture would be desireable, but 
it should not be made conditional by the state.

j) PRIOR LAND HOLDERS - Several participants expressed 
the need to let people who have participated in 
previous land programs also have the opportunity to 
homestead, as it was not available before.

k) LOANS - Many participants felt that loans should be 
available to offset expenses incurred while fulfilling 
homestead requiremsnts.



Other Suggestions;

a) SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS - One participant raised the 
issue of handicapped residents who may need special 
provisions to compete in the program. Veteran benefits 
were also cited by this individual.

b) TRADITIONAL ACCESS - Trails, traplines and 
traditional routes of access should be maintained if at 
all possible.

c) RESIDENCY - Most participants support the 1 year 
residency requirement, however, some felt that a longer 
term should be required (Constitutionally that would 
present the district possibility of a court challenge).

d) ABANDONED ENTRIES - Should revert back to the 
state.

e) MUNICIPAL CONSIDERATIONS - Should meet local 
municipal requirements for zoning and platting.

f) SUBDIVIDING - It was suggested that a turn limit be 
set before sale or subdividing can occur.

g) ADDITIONAL OCCUPANCY TIME - Two participants felt 
that homesteaders should live the greater portion of at 
least one year out of the total required on the 
homestead entry.

h) •SPOUSES - One person suggested that marriage should 
not prohibit two individuals from each filing separate 
homesteads.



HOMESTEAD BILL SUMMARY

SB 102 

Governor

SB 43 

Moss

HB 130

Uehling, Barnes, 
Cowdrey, Flood, 
and Ward

HB 167

Tischer, Bettisworth, 
3usseil, Fritz,
Liska. Schultz 
Ward and Syzmanski

Method Lottery,
over-the-counter- 
designated parcels

Application Lottery or staking Staking

Parcel Size 160 acre max. 160 acre max. 320 acres max. ag. land 
160 acres max. non-ag.

160 acres max.

Fee 500/400 100 or 75 with 
title search

Discretionary 500/400

Survey required Within 18 months Within 5 years Within 7 years Within 18 months

Build Habitable Dwelling Within 3 years Within 5 years Within 7 years Within 3 years

Occupy the land None 15 mos. in 5 yir.rs 35 mos. in 7 years 5 mos. for 5 years

Clearing required 25% in 5 years None 1/4 ag land in 7 yrs. 
1/8 non-ag land in 

7 years

5% within 5 years

Comments: t
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- COMPARISON OF HOMESTEAD BILLS 2/22/83

>
SB 102 SB A3 1IB 130 HB 167

G ove rn o r Moss U e h l i n g ,  B a rn e r ,  Cowdery, F lo o d  
and Ward

T i s c h e r ,  B e t t i s w o r t h ,  
B u s s e l l ,  F r i t z ,  L i s k a ,  
S h u l t z ,  Ward, Szym ansk i

Type o f  Land e l i g i b l e  
f o r  conveyance  as 
homestead e n t r y  la n d

S t a t e  la n d  c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  use ( e x c lu d in g  la n d  
w i t h in  bo rough o r  c i t y  b o u n d a r ie s  
u n t i l  p ropo sed  use o f  la n d  has 
been s t u d i e d  and app roved  by the  
l o c a l  p la n n in g  a u t h o r i t y . )

A l l  v a c a n t ,  u n a p p ro p r ia t e d  and 
u n re s e rv e d  g e n e r a l  g r a n t  la n d  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u se .

i

Any la n d  a v a i l a b l e  under the  
S t a t e ' s  l o t t e r y  d i s p o s a l  p rogram  
(AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 5 7 )  o r  the  rem ote  pa r 
c e l  p rog ram  (AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 0 7 7 ) .  
Remote p a r c e l  p rog ram  e x c lu d e s  
com m erc ia l o r  i n d u s t r i a l  u se  la n

Any S t a t e  l a n d .

1.

Method o f  D i s p o s a l L o t t e r y ,  o v e r - t h e - c o u n t e r  
d e s ig n a te d  p a r c e l s

A p p l i c a t i o n L o t t e r y  ~ any S t a t e  la n d  d e s ig ­
na ted  f o r  homestead 
e n t r y  t h a t  i s  a v a i l ­
a b le  th rou gh  the  
l o t t e r y  d i s p o s a l  p r o -  

• gram.

S t a k in g  -  any S taLe  la n d  d e s ig ­
na ted  f o r  homestead 
e n t r y  t h a t  i s  a v a i l ­
a b le  th rou gh  the  
rem ote  p a r c e l  p rog ram .

S ta k in g

P a rc e l  S i z e .1.60 a c r e s  maximum 160 a c r e s  maximum 320 a c r e s  m a x . - la n d  a v a i l a b l e
th ru  l o t t e r y  p rog ram .

160  a c r e s  m a x . - la n d  a v a i l n b l c  
th ru  rem ote  p a r c e l  
p rog ram .

160  a c r e s  maximum

Requ irem en ts  lo  o b ta in  
an e n t r y  p e rm it  
(homestead g r a n t  in  
the c ase  o f  SIM3)

1) IB y ea rn  o f  ago .
2 )  1 y e a r  r e s i d e n t
3 ) $500  f e e  ($ 4 0 0  r e f u n d a b le  upon 

Is s u a n c e  o f  p a t e n t ) .

.1.) 10 y ea rn  o f  age ''
2 )  1 y e a r  r e s i d e n t
3 ) W r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t i o n
C on t inu ed  on page 2 .

1.) (.3 0 y e a r s  o f  age
2 ) 1 y e a r  r e s i d e n t
3 ) A f e e  f o r  f i l i n g  an a p p l i c a ­

t i o n  may be cha rged  by the
Con t inu ed  on page 2 .

.1.) 10 y e a r s  o f  ag
2 )  1 y e a r  r e s i d e n t  .
3 ) $500 f e e  ($A00 r e fu n d n b l i  

upon is s u a n c e  o f  p a t e n t )
C on t inued  on page 2 .



Requ irem en ts  t o  o b t a i n  
Inn e n t r y  p e rm i t  
(h tfi icstcad^ g r a n t  in  

I the c a s e  o£ SBA3 c o n t . ]

|No. o f  t im e s  e l i g i b l e  
l l o  a p p ly  f o r  a homc- 
I s t c a d  e n t r y  p e rm i t  
1 (h om estead  g r a n t  in  
the  c a se  o f  SB A3)

(R equ irem en ts  f o r  ob ­
it n in Ing p a t e n t  o r  in  
le a se  o f  SB A3, r e q u i r e  
Imonts f o r  r e t a  I n l u g 
t i t l e  t )  th e  l a n d .

uacm =r»
SB 102 SB A3

A) $ 100  f e e  ($ 7 5  i f  n t i t l e  
s e a r c h  i s  c om p le te d )

5 )  F i l e  an a f f i d a v i t  s a y in g  t h a t  
th e  pu rp o se  f o r  e n t e r i n g  
la n d  i s  f o r  a c t u a l  s e t t l e ­
ment and c u l t i v a t i o n .

6 ) Mark e x t e r i o r  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
p r o p e r t y

7 ) P u b l i s h  n n o t i c e  o f  a p p l i c a ­
t i o n  once /week f o r  3 con­
s e c u t i v e  weeks i n  a news­
p ap e r  o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n .

IIB 130 liU 167

( i f  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c e i v e d  p a te n t  
to  any la n d  unde r t h i s  p r o -  
gram )
May n o t  h o ld  more than one 
p e rm i t  a t  a t im e .

1)

2)

3)

Subm it s u r v e y  p l a t  w i t h in  18 
m on th s .
E r e c t  a h a b i t a b le  permanent 
d w e l l i n g  w lc i i in  3 y e a r s .
C l e a r  and e i t h e r  pu t i n t o  
p r o d u c t io n  o r  p r e p a re  f o r  
c u l t i v a t i o n  25% o f  la n d  w i t h in  
5 y e a r s .

1 )  Comp lete  a s u rv e y  t h a t  con­
fo rm s  to  r e g u l a t i o n s  adop ted  
by th e  D ep t ,  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e sou rc e s  w i t h in  5 y e a r s .  
Occupy la n d  f o r  a c um u la t iv e  
t o t a l  o f  15 months w i t h in  
5 y e a r s .
E r e c t  a h a b i t a b l e  permanent 
d w e l l i n g .

2)

3 )

d e p t .  The amt. cha rged  i s  l e f t  
to  the  d e p t ' s  d i s c r e t i o n .
A) C e r t i f y  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t  has no 

a )  p r e v i o u s l y  l e a s e d  a rem ote  
p a r c e l  o r  made a p p l i c a t i o n  
f o r  homestead e n t r y  w i t h ­
i n  8 y r s .  p r e c e d in g  d a te  o 
s t a k in g  a rem o te  p a r c e l , . o f  
pu rchased  la n d  a t . a  s a l e  b; 
l o t t e r y  in  the  S t a t e  w i t h in  
8 y e a r s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  unde r rem o te  p a rc e  
must s ta k e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  p r o n c r t

b)

A) S ta k e  c o r n e r s  o f  land

15 d a y s .
1 ( n o t  even once i f  p r e v i o u s l y  

has le a s e d  a rem o te  p a r c e l  
f rom  the  S t a t e  o r  pu rchased  
la n d  a t  a s a l e  by l o t t e r y  i n  
th e  S t a t e  w i t h in  3 y e a r s . )

2)

3 )

1 )  Occupy la n d  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  
35 months.
E r e c t  a h a b i t a b le  permanent 
d w e l l in g  t h a t  i s  n o t  l e s s  
than 200  sq . f t .
C le a r  and p re p a r e  f o r  c u l t i v a  
t i o n  n o t  l e s s  than 25% o f  
la n d  i f  l im i t e d  to  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  u s e ;  and n o t  l e s s  
than 12 1/2% i f  n o t  l im i t e d  
t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u se .
B rush  and m a in ta in  b o u n d a r ie s  
so they  a r e  e a s i l y  v i s i b l e  
from  the  g round .
Comp lete a s u rv e y  t h a t  i s  
a c c e p t a b le  to  the  d i r e c t o r .

p rog ram , the  i n d i v i d u a l  
and f i l e  a s k e t c h  p l a t  w /i r

No l i m i t  on number o f  
t im e s ;  how eve r , may n o t  
r e c e i v e  p a t e n t  t o  more 
than 160 a c r e s  t o t a l  and 
may n o t  h o ld  more than 1 
permLt a t  a t im e .

1)

2)

3 )

A)

5)

A)

Subm it a s u r v e y  p l a t  
w i t h in  18 m on ths .
B rush  b o u n d a r ie s  with-' 
Ln 1 y e a r .
R e s id e  on e n t r y  la n d  
f o r  n o t  I coh than  5 
mos. eac li y e a r  f o r  
5 y e a r s .
E r e c t  w i t h in  3 y e a r s  
a permanent h a b i t a b l e  
d w e l l i n g .



’yi\o o f  p a t e n t  conveyed

OU J.UX

A g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s

i)l) dj

Unencumbered t i t l e

HU i J U

E i t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  o r  
unencumbered t i t l e

III) 1 0 /

Uiencumbered t i t l e

A d d i t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  
imposed on p e rm i t t e e

1 ) No a t tem p ts  may he made to  
convey  o r  o t h e rw is e  t r a n s f e r  
th e  pe rm it ' .

2 )  No permanent improvements to  
th e  la n d  may be made b e f o r e  
s u rv e y  s u b m i t t e d .
Land may n o t  be used f o r  
com m erc ia l p u rp o se s  u n le s s  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p o r t i o n  i s  used 
f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u rp o s e s .

4 )  D i r e c t o r  may r e s e r v e  e a se ­
ments f o r  r o a d s ,  t r a i l s ,  e tc .

1)

2)

3)
3)

G ran te e  may n o t  remove t im be r  
o r  m a t e r i a l s  on a com m erc ia l 
b a s i s .
G ran te e  may no t s e l l  n r o t h e r ­
w ise  d i s p o s e  o f  t i t l e  to  
la n d  f o r  5 y e a r s  a f t e r  
r e c e i v i n g  p a t e n t .
A 5 0 '  t r a c t  on each s id e  o f  
s e c t i o n  l i n e  between s e c t i o n  
o f  la n d  a c q u i re d  f rom  S t a t e  
i s  d e d ic a te d  t o  p u b l i c  a cc e s s  
t o  p u b l i c  and n a v ig a b le  
w a te r s .

1) P e rm i t t e e  i s  n o t  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
a S t a t e  lo a n  unde r th e  A la sk a  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Loan Act f o r  
improvements t o  t h a t  la n d  
b e f o r e  p a te n t  i s  g r a n te d .

1 )  P e rm it  may n o t  be 
a s s ig n e d ,  c on v ey ed ,  
o r  t r a n s f e r r e d .

2 )  D i r e c t o r  may r e s e r v e  
easements f o r  r o a d s ,  
t r a i l s ,  e t c .

Homestead E n t r y  la n d  
exem p tion s  o r  s p e c i a l  
e x c e p t i o n s .

1 ) D i s p o s a l  o f  homestead e n t r y  
la n d  no t  s u b j e c t  to  l o c a l  
p l a t t i n g ,  r e c o r d i n g ,  o r  sub­
d i v i s i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  bu t 
subsequen t s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  
la n d  w i l l  be s u b je c t  to  a l l  
r e q u i r e m e n ts .

2 ) Not s u b je c t  to  p r e f e r e n c e  
r i g h t s  unde r tho  A la s k a  
Land A c : (AS 3 8 . 0 5 )
P r o v id e s  f o r  v e t e r a n  home- 
iitend e n t r y  Ioann from  the 
A la s k a  Hous ing F inance  
C o r p o r a t i o n .

1 )  Homestead e n t r y  la n d  i s  
exempt f rom  m un ic ip a l  p r o ­
p e r t y  ta x  f o r  1 y r .  f rom  
g r a n t  o f  p a t e n t .
F o r  5 y r s .  a f t e r  g r a n t  o f  
p a t e n t ,  a t  l e a s t  10% o f  
in c r e a s e  i n  a s se s sed  v a lu e ,  
i f  due to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  im­
p rovem en ts , w i l l  be exempt 
f rom  m un ic ip a l  t a x a t i o n .

2)

3 )
3 ) l lomcntend e n t r y  la n d  may not 

be f o r f e i t e d  to  e n f o r c e  a 
j u d i c i a l  l i e n ,  p ro c coo  o r  
p ro c e e d in g  to  c o l l e c t  an 
unsecu red  deb t u n t i l  p a te n t  
i s  g r a n t e d .

4 )  Not s u b je c t  to  p u b l i c a t i o n  
n o t  i c e  1 aw (AS 3 8 . 0 5 . 3 4 5 )

S u rv e y s  r e q u i r e d  o f  
the  .S ta te

I f  no r e c t a n g u la r  s u rv e y  s e c t i o n  
c o r n e r s  p r e s e n t  on la n d ,  d i r e c t o  
must c om p le te  a c a d a s t r a l  s u rv e y  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e s e  c o r n e r s .

1)

2)

Not s u b j e c t  t o  p r e f ­
e re n ce  r i g h t s  unde r 
A la s k a  Land Act (AS 
3 8 . 0 5 ) .
D i s p o s a l  o f  Homestead 
e n t r y  land  n o t  s u b j e c t  
to  l o c a l  p l a t t i n g ,  
r e c o r d in g ,  o r  s u b d lv l s J  
r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  bu t  sub­
sequen t s u b d i v i s i o n  o f  
the  la n d  w i l l  be s u l i jo r  
to  a l l  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

I f  no r e c t a n g u la r  s u rv e y  
s e c t i o n  c o r n e r s  p r e s e n t  oij 
l a n d ,  d i r e c t o r  must com­
p l e t e  a c a d a s t r a l  su rv e y  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e se  c o rn e rs
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