


LICENSING PROCESS

"the Federal Energy Regu la to ry Comm ission Is charged with the responsib ility of 
foste ring the comprehensive deve lopment of the Nation ’s waterways consistent 
w ith pub lic safety. The Susltna R iver Is a pub lic resource; therefore, the 
Comm ission must ensure that any hyd roe lec tric development on the Susltna River 
Is In the best Interest of the pub lic .

When the Susltna H yd roe lec tric P ro jec t license applica tion Is tiled by the Alaska 
Power A u tho rity (APA), the app lica tion Is firs t reviewed by staff to ensure that It 
con ta ins all the In fo rm ation necessary fo r the Comm ission to assess the pro ject. 
When the app lica tion Is deemed acceptab le fo r processing by the D irector, O ffice 
of E lec tric Power Regulation , the Comm ission In itia tes a pub lic and agency 
comment period . Public no tice In the Federal Register and in Alaskan newspapers 
w ill Invite the pub lic to comment on and partic ipa te In the licensing process. 
t Federal, Stale, and local agencies are prov ided copies of the applica tion and are 
iasked to provide comments in the ir respective areas of expertise.

C oncurren t w ith the pub lic comment period , Comm ission sta ff experts Initiate a 
Ihrc-e-prongcd evaluation of the Susltna P ro je c t.E le c tr ica l engineers .and* 
econom ists w ill evaluate the ndequacy_QLc.leciO.col. load f o r c c a s t $ J o r J \ I a r. k a _a n d > 
tHe'n 'eed.tor.Susitna Pro ject power Geo log is ts and c iv il engineers w ill evaluate 
the In teg rity of p ro jec t structu res. A team of environmenta l scientists w ill -'rcpnre 
.-m env ironm en ta l im pact sta tement assessing the p ro je c t’s poten tia l Impacts on 
hie Alaskan ecosystem . Upon com p le tion of these analyses, the staff positions on 
need fo r power, pro jec t In teg rity , and environmenta l Impacts may be subjected to 
the scru tin y o f hearings before an adm in is tra tive law Judge. At these hearings, 
Intervenors In the Susitna proceed ing have the oppo rtun ity to support staff's 
analysis o r present opposing pos itions . At the conc lus ion o f the hearing, the 
adm in is tra tive law judge prepares an op in ion on the Issues.

A fte r the adm in is tra tive law Judge has rendered an In itia l decis ion , the five 
Comm issioners w ill make the fina l decis ion on whethe r or not to issue the license 
fo r the Susitna Project and what cond itions to attach to the license, If Issued. If n 
hearing has been held, the O ffice of Opin ions and Review, w ith guidance from the 
Comm issioners, w ill prepare the license document. The Comm issioners w ill 
review the entire record fo r the Susltna ProJect^Jn.order fo r the APA to receive n 
(license fo r the Susltna Project, She'record must convince a m a jo rity of the 
Comm iss ione rs .tha t the p ro jec t.Is needed, Jha t the struc tu res w ill be safe, and t l in f 
t lhe environmenta l im pa c ts .o f cons tru c tion and opc ra iio n w ill be adequately *1 
m itiga ted ."'
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MEMORANDUM

A p r i l  6 ,  1 9 8 3

T o :  R e p .  J o h n  R i n g s t a d
C o - C h a i r m a n  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s

F r o m :  R e p .  J o e  H a y e s  
S p e a k e r

R E :  HB 1 2 0 , 1 2 1 , 1 2 2

I  am e x p e c t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  S u s i t n a  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  F r i d a y .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  I  w o u l d  
a s k  t h a t  o n l y  t e s t i m o n y  b e  t a k e n  o n  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  t h a t  
t h e s e  b i l l s  n o t  b e  m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  I t  i s  my 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  b e  b e f o r e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
a g a i n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I  am a ^ s o  d e l a y i n g  f u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  
my o f f i c e  o n  t h e s e  b i l l s  u n t i l  F r i d a y  w h e n  I  h o p e  t o  p r e s e n t  
y o u  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a  r e c o m m e n d e d  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n .

I  b e l i e v e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  b e  a  s i l a b l e  o n  o t h e r ,  
p e n d i n g  h y d r o  l e g i s l a t i o n  s u c h  a s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  
S u s i t n a ,  a n d  w o u l d  r e q u e s *  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  r e m a i n  i n  c o m m i t t e e  
u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  s u c h  t i m e  » t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e .  I  
b e l i e v e  t h i s  w i l ]  b e  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w e e k .

T h a n k s .
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