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HB 274: FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS:

In the event that HB 274 is not enacted, $122,500 will be required 
in FY '84 to regulate the currently exempted cable television 
utilities.



S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

W A LT  F U R N A C E .C H A I R M A N  
R IC K  U E H L IN G ,  V IC E  C H A I R M A N  

JO H N  C O W D E R Y  
N I ILO  E  K O P O N E N  

H U G H  M A L O N E  
J O H N  R IN G S T A D  

R O N  W E N D T E

H o u s e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

March 23, 1983

To: R e p r e s entative Walt Furnace, Chairman

and all Ho u s e  Labor & Commerce Members

From: Jefferson B. Barry

Professional Aide

Re: Staff Analysis HB 274

B A C K G R O U N D . In the late 1970's the FCC (Federal Communication 

Commission) started deregulating major portions of the communications 

industry. T h e r e  existed the impending break-up of the Bell System, 

proposed Federal legislation changing the ground rules and policy in 

communications, and the advent of n e w  technology m aking commercial cable 

television and other communication enterprises feasible on a large 

scale. In addition, a number of lawsuits were filed (nationally) which 

requested the Courts to clarify the regulatory powers of the State, 

Municipalities, cities, etc.; and, define the rights of the various 

regulated businesses. Final determination in a number of these cases is 

still pending.

Even though a uniform national policy had not been developed, one

thing was clear. It was the intent of the Federal government to

deregulate. In 1980, on an experimental basis, the State deregulated 

cable television. The deregulation was not all inclusive, but it was an 

attempt to conform to the deregulation policy.' All indications are that 

the d e r egulation in Alaska has worked satisfactory.

E F F E C T . HB 274 would make the economic regulation of cable 

television public utilities exempt from the Alaska Public Utilities 

Commission and local municipalities. To insure protection of the 

consumer, there is a provision that if 25 per cent of the subscribers

feel their treatment is not satisfactory, they m e y  petition, and will be

granted, for regulation by APUC.

If the legislation, or similar legislation, is not passed the APUC 

will be required to hold hearings and estab.'is^ .ates for all of the 

cable television companies in the State. The current exemption expires 

on Ju l y  1, 1933 and it takes an affirmative action by the L egislature to 

continue the deregulation. This legislation would continue the 

deregulation.



D e a r  G o v e r n o r  S h e f f i e l d :
i ,

We a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  t r a n s m i t  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w ou ld  make p e rm anen t  and c l a r i f y  t h e  p r e s e n t  
s t a t u t o r y  e x em p t i o n  o f  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  (CATV) p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  
f r o m  e c o n om i c  r e g u l a t i o n  by t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  Commis­
s i o n .

The e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t o r y  e x em p t i on  o f  CATV sy s tem s  was e n a c t e d  by 
*/ t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1 9 8 0  and e x t e n d s  o n ly  t h r o u g h  J u n e . 3 0 ,  1980^  

i t  was i n t e n d e d  t o  be a  t h r e e - y e a r  e x p e r im e n t a l  d e r e g u l a t i o n  p r o ­
g ram .  As o r i g i n a l l y  e n a c t e d ,  Ch. 1 3 6 ,  SLA 1 9 8 0 , added s u b s e c t i o n
( i )  t o  AS 4 2 . 0 5 . 7 i l ,  b u t  l a t e r  was r e v i s e d  by t h e  R e v i s o r  o f  
S t a t u t e s  as  S e c .  13  o f  t h a t  c h a p t e r  w h ich  r e a d s :

C ao le  t e l e v i s i o n  sy s t em s  a r e  exempt f rom  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  
o f  AS 4 2 . 0 5 ,  o t h e r  t h an  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  AS 4 2 . 0 5 . 2 2 1  -  
4 2 . 0 5 . 2 8 1 ,  u n t i l  J u l y  1 ,  19*83. T h i s  e x em p t ion  d o e s  n o t  
a p p ly  i n  c i t i e s  o r  v i l l a g e s  w h ich  have a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
l e s s  t h a n  3 , 5 0 0  p e o p l e  and w h ich  a r e  n o t  l o c a t e d  on a 
s t a t e  r o a d  o r  m a r in e  h ighway .  The e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  exemp­
t i o n  o f  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  sy s tem s  f rom  r a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  
by th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C omm iss ion  p r o v i d e d  in  
t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be r e v i ew ed  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  b e f o r e  
J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 3 .  ' I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  
ex em p t ion  b e f o r e  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  r e p e a l e d  
on t h a t  c a t e ,  and c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  sy s tem s  l o t  t h e i r  
exempt s t a t u -  on t h a t  d a t e  and become s u b j e c t  wc r e g u l a ­
t i o n  by t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C om m iss ion .

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1
i

The p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w ou ld  p e rm an en t l y  d e r e g u l a t e  CATV
s e r v i c e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  r a t e s  and c h a r g e s  f o r  t h o s e  s e r v i c e s ,
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h a t  s e r v i c e ,  management p r a c t i c e s  and c u s t om e r
c o m p l a i n t s ,  bu t  w ou ld  r e t a i n  t h e  C om m is s i o n ' s  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h

1* t h e  i s s u a n c e  o f  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  p u b l i c  c o n v e n i e n c e  and necv s s i t y  t o  
r e s p e c t  uo/ s - a z i i i f a CATV p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  (AS 4 2 . 0 5 . 2 2 1 -  

^ n d e r

4 2 . 0 5 . 2 8 l ) V  w h i c h  t h e  Comm iss ion  d e t e rm in e s  i f  an a p p l i c a n t  
CATV company i s  f i t ,  w i l l i n g ,  and a b l e  t o  f u r n i s h  CATV s e r v i c e  
and w h e t h e r  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n v e n i e n c e  and n e c e s s i t y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t
CATV s e r v i c e  be p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  s e r v i c e  a r e a .  (Unde r

, v -r
y  e x i s t i n g  AS 4 2 . 0 5 . 3 2 1 ( b ) ,  CATV u t i l i t i e s  a l s o  s i l l  a r e  s u b j e c t

t o  C o m m i s s i o n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  j o i n t  u s e  a n d  i n t e r ­

c o n n e c t i o n  o f  u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s . ) 1



The p r o p o s e d  b i l l  a l s o . w o u l d  d e l e t e  t h e  l a n gu ag e  f r om  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
CATV e x em p t i o n  wh ich  i n c l u d e s  w i t h i n '  t h e  e x em p t i o n  t h o s e  CATV 
s y s t em s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  s m a l l  A l a s k a  c om m u n i t i e s  i f  t h e s e  c om m un i t i e s  
a r e  l o c a t e d  on a " s * ;a te  r o a d  or' m a r in e  h ig h w a y 11. The e f f e c t  o f  
t h i s  p r o v i s i o n  ha s  b e en  t o  i n c l u d e ,  w i t h i n  t h e  amb i t  o f  t h e  e x em p t ion  
ev e ry -  CATV sy s tem  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  S t a t e  e x c e p t  t h a t  in  B a r r o w .
O f t e n  i t  h a s  b e en  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e rm in e  what c o n s t i t u t e s  a " s t a t e  
r o a d , "  and many h o u r s  o f  S t a f f  ar.c C omm iss ion  t im e  have b e en  c on ­
sumed i n  m ak ing  t h a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  t h e  Comm iss ion  p r o p o s e s  
t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  e x em p t i o n  by s u b s t i t u t i n g  f o r  t h a t  l a n g u a g e ,  a 
p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e x c e p t i o n  t o  e c on om ic  d e ­
r e g u l a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  AS iJ2 . 0 5 .  7 11  (e  ) ( s m a l l  e l e c t r i c  ana t e l e p h o n e  
u t i l i t i e s )  and ^ 2 . 0 5 . 7 1 1 ( i ) ( s m a l l  g a rb a g e  and r e f u s e  c o l l e c t i o n  and 
d i s p o s a l  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ) ;  n am e ly ,  t h a t  i f  25 p e r c e n t  o r  more  
o f  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  t o  CATV s e r v i c e  p e t i t i o n  t h e  C om m is s ion ,  CATV 
s e r v i c e  i n  a g i v e n  community  wou ld  on ce  a g a i n  be s u b j e c t  t o  e c on om ic
r e g u l a t i o n . £’’^ ? h e  Comm iss ion  b e l / ^ i 4 e s  t h a t  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n  t o  d e r e g u -  

6l a t i o n  r e s o c n s  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  CATV s u b s c r i b e r  who wonders  
t o  whom t h e  s u b s c r i b e r  c o m p l a i n s  i f  h e / s h e  i s  d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  
t h e  s e r v i c e  r e c e i v e d  and i f  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  CAT/ management d o e s  n o t  
c r o c .u c e  a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p l a i n t .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  f u r n i s h e s

/

a " s a f e t y  v a l v e "  f o r  CATV s u b s c r i b e r s  and a p r o t e c t i o n  o f  them /
•t
\a g a i n s ; t o t a l } y  u n s u p e r v i s e d  monopo ly  wh ich  r e c e n t  c a s e  law d e -
\

v e l o p m en t  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a n t i - t r u s t  law t o  l o c a l  g o v e r n -  j

n e n t s  s u g g e s t s -  i s  a c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  ( e . g . ,  t h e  C i t y  o f  /
B o u l d e r  c a s e )  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  l e g i s l a t i v e l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  j
p o l i c y  •• 'i th r e s p e c t  t o  e c o n o m i c a l l y  d e r e g u l a t e d  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s .  
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  Co: m i s s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n  t o  
pe rm anen t  e c on om ic  d e r e g u l a t i o n  ii '  p r o t e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  i t  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  in  t h e  s m a l l e r  c om m un i t i e s  
i n  A l a s k a ,  CATV w e l l  may be  t h e  c n l y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o p t i o n  and  
a l s o  may f u n c t i o n  a s  an im p o r t a n t  c om m un ic a t i o n s  medium f o r  t h e  
com m un i ty ,  w he rea s  . i n  t h e  l a r g e r ,  u rb an  a r e a s  t h e r e  a r e  
e t h e r  e n t e r t a i n m e n t / c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  As a p r a c t i c a l



I n  r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  and i t s
* . t

p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  1 9 S3 l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,
t h e  C om m is s ion  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  a b s en c e  o f  s u b s c r i b e r  p r o b l em s

•
o r  c o n c e r n s  a r i s i n g  f rom  t h e  e c on om ic  d e r e g u l a t i o n  o f  CATV
s e r v i c e  i n  Ale sk a  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  two and o n e - h a l f  y e a r s ,  as  w e l l

^ e n t e r t a i n m e n t / c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w

a s  t h e  m a n y  - trs=a=s£sssss:t.~.sssggasmi: 1 ■"

a l t e r n a t i v e s  t n a t  now a r e  c om p e t in g  in  t h e  m a rk e t  p l a c e  f o r  
mosa A l a s k a n s ,  a r e  ample e v i d e n c e  t h a t  e c on om ic  r e g u l a t i o n  by 
t h e  C om m iss ion  i s  in d e e d  u n n e c e s s a r y .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  c o n t i n u i n g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  emempt s t a t u s  o f  CAT/ s e r v i c e s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  p r o p o s e d  a b o v e ,  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  Comm iss ion  t o  d e v o t e  
i t s  t im e  and r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h o s e  n e c e s s a r y  u t i l i t y  s e r v i c e s  
i n  w h i c h  e c on om ic  r e g u l a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

I f  we c an  a s s i s t  y o u r  o f f i c e  i n  r e s p o n d in g  t o  any q u e s t i o n s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me a t  
y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e .

V e ry  t r u l y  y o u r s ,
ALASKA PUBLIC U T I L IT I E S  COMMISSION 

C a r o l y n  S .  G u e s s ,  Cha irman

E n c l o s u r e .



A l a s k a  C a b l e  Television A s s o c i a t i o n

T E S T I M O N Y  O F  C L A R K  K I N G  

B E F O R E  T H E  H O U S E  L A B O R  A N D  C O M M E R C E  C O M M I T T E E  

R E G A R D I N G  H O U S E  B I L L  274.

Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  m y  n a m e  is C l a r k  K i n g  and 

I a m  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  of  the A l a s k a  C a b l e  T e l e v i s i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

A n d  I t h a n k  y o u  for t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to c o m e  b e f o r e  y o u  t o d a y  to 

t e s t i f y  o n  H o u s e  B i l l  274.

H o u s e  B i l l  27 4 p r o v i d e s  t h e  c a b l e  o p e r a t o r s  o f  th e  S t a t e  of  A l a s k a  

to p r o c e e d  w i t h  e c o n o m i c  d e r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  w a s  a f f o r d e d  c a b l e  

s y s t e m s  in A l a s k a  b y  C h a p t e r  136 S L A  1 9 80 .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to p r o v i d e  th e  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  b i l l .  In 1979, l e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  p r o v i d e d  a r e p o r t  

o th e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n .  At t h a t  t i m e  the  

L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  c a b l e  t e l e v i s i o n  b e  e x c l u d e d  

f r o m  r e g u l a t i o n  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n .  T h e  

s u n s e t  l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  th e P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  (SB 577) 

i n c l u d e d  o n l y  a p a r t i a l  d e r e g u l a t i o n  of  th e  c a b l e  u t i l i t y  in th e  

s t a t e .  T h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  is s t i l l  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a n y  o p e r a t o r  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  in t h e  s t a t e .  It



is s t i l l  t he  a r b i t r a t o r  o f  a n y  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  a u t i l i t y  and  

t h e  c a b l e  o p e r a t o r  w i s h i n g  to a t t a c h  its l i n e s  to p o l e s .  A n d  

s t i l l  h a s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  w h o  is i s s u e d  a c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  p u b l i c  

c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  n e e d .
T h e  1 9 8 0  L e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  c o n f e r  u p o n  t h e  c a b l e  o p e r a t o r s  o f  the  

s t a t e ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  to e s t a b l i s h  a n d  se t  t h e i r  o w n  r a t e s  an d 

t a r i f f s .  In m o s t  c a s e s  t h e  r a t e  c h a r g e d  for c a b l e  s e r v i c e  h a s  

n o t  e x c e e d e d  t h e  i n f l a t i o n  r a t e  a n d ,  in fact , h a s  r e s u l t e d  in 

e x p a n d e d  s e r v i c e .

A  c a s e  in p o i n t  w o u l d  b e  t h e  J u n e a u  c a b l e  o p e r a t i o n ,  B C  C a b l e ,  

w h o ,  at th e  t i m e  t h e  act  w a s  p a s s e d ,  h a d  a c a b l e  r a t e  of $ 3 9 . 0 0  

r e d u c e d  to $ 3 6 . 0 0  p e r  s u b s c r i b e r .  In t h e  s a m e  t i m e  p e r i o d ,  B C  

C a b l e  h a s  o f f e r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a n n e l s  to t he  p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  t h e  

u s e  of m i d - b a n d  c o n v e r t e r s .

H o u s e  B i l l  27 6  e x t e n d s  t h e  d e r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a b l e  i n d u s t r y  for 

an i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d  o f  t i me . T h e r e  is a l s o  a p r o v i s o  in the 

b i l l  t h a t  if 2 5 %  o f  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  o f  a c a b l e  s y s t e m  a r e  d i s ­

s a t i s f i e d ,  t h e y  m a y  p e t i t i o n  t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n  for 

r e - r e g u l a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o v i s o  a p p e a r s  in A S  6 2 . 0 5 ,  t h e  P u b l i c  

U t i l i t i e s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  o n  a n u m b e r  o f  o c c a s i o n s .

I m i g h t  n o t e  at t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  c a b l e  is no t  j u s t  an e n t e r t a i n m e n t  

m e d i u m  th at  m o s t  p e o p l e  c o n c e i v e  it to be. T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  R e v e n u e ,  s u b s c r i b e s  to t h e  R e u t e r s  N e w s  S e r v i c e  for
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f i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i n s t a n t a n e o u s

u p d a t e  o n  a l l  m a j o r  s t o c k  e x c h a n g e s  arid c o m m o d i t y  e x c h a n g e s  in

h a n d l i n g  t h e  S t a t e ' s  v a s t  p o r t f o l i o .  A f t e r  t wo y e a r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n

t h e  t h e n  d e p u t y  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  R e v e n u e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
i n s t a n t a n e o u s  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  th e

S t a t e ' s  r e v e n u e s  f r o m  t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t  p o r t f o l i o .

A n o t h e r  f e a t u r e  o f  c a b l e  is t h e  a b i l i t y  to b e  u s e d  as f i r e  

d e t e c t i o n  and  s e c u r i t y  a l a r m  s y s t e m s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  a p r o p o s a l  is 

b e i n g  d r a f t e d  b y  th e  B e t h e l  c a b l e  o p e r a t o r  for a f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  

n e t w o r k .  It is i n t e r e s t i n g  to n o t e  t h a t  B e t h e l  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p e r  c a p i t a  d e a t h  r a t e  d u e  to f i r e s  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  It is 

h o p e d  t h a t  t hi s s y s t e m  w i l l  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c e  t h a t  c i r c u m s t a n c e .

C a b l e  is a l s o  u s e d  in c o m m u n i t i e s  to d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  S t a t e ' s  

L e a r n  A l a s k a  P r o g r a m  to b o t h  h o m e s  a n d  s c h o o l s .  It is a l s o  

i n t e r e s t i n g  to n o t e  t h a t  in t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  s e r v e d  b y  

c a b l e  o p e r a t o r s ,  m o s t  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l s ,  

l i b r a r i e s ,  e t c . ,  a r e  a l l  w i r e d  for c a b l e ,  thu s m a k i n g  it a v a i l ­

a b l e  to a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  c o m m u n i t y .  S e v e r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  in t h e  

s t a t e  a r e  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  a p u b l i c  a c c e s s  c h a n n e l .  M o s t  

n o t a b l y  w o u l d  b e  N o m e ,  w h e r e  t h e  citi?.ens p r o d u c e  t h e i r  o w n  

p r o g r a m m i n g .  T h e  c a b l e  o p e r a t o r  in N o m e  p r o v i d e s  t e c h n i c a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  t h e  f r e e  c h a n n e l  t i m e ,  b u t  h a s  n o t h i n g  to d o  w i t h  

t h e  c o n t e n t  of th e  p r o g r a m m i n g .  T h i s  p r o g r a m m i n g  r a n g e s  f r o m  

c u l t u r a l  s h o w s  to c o v e r a g e  of  t h e  l o c a l  a s s e m b l y  m e e t i n g s .
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W i t h  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  c a b l e  s y s t e m  in t he  A n c h o r a g e  b o w l ,  

t h e  K e n a i - S o l d o ; n a  a r e a ,  a n d  Mat- >u, o v e r  9 0 %  of t h e  h o m e s  in t h e  

S t a t e  of A l a s k a  w i l l  h a v e  c a b l e  s e r v i c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m .

W i t h  e x p a n d e d  p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d  a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  A l a s k a  

w i l l  h a v e  g r e a t e r  a c c e s s  to o n e  o f  t h e  t r u l y  g r o w i n g  t e l e c o m m u n i ­

c a t i o n s  s e r v i c e s .

A g a i n ,  o n  b e h a l f  o f t h e  A l a s k a  C a b l e  T e l e v i s i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I 

w o u l d  l i k e  to s t r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  for H o u s e  B i l l  27 4  a n d  u r g e  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  to t a k e  f a v o r a b l e  a c t i o n .
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