


CITY  OF K E N A !
"Oil GafUiai frjj Alaska,"

P. O . SOX 590 KEN A I. A lA s K A  99611

P.O. Box 3173 

Kenai, Alaska 99611

TELEPHONE 263 • 7535

February 16, 1983

James F. Mayer 

Executive Director 

Alaska Police Standards Council 

Pouch N
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Mayer,

On February 14, 1983 a meeting of the Alaska Association of 
Chiefs of Police was held in Anchorage. An item of specific 

interest at that meeting was the issue of subpoena powers for the 

APSC. This was discussed at some length with several presentations 
on this issue.

It was resolved by the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police, 

that it is absolutely essential for the APSC to have subpoena 
powers in order to make informed decisions in carrying out their 
regulatory functions. You, or your staff, when testifying on 

this matter may represent this position on our behalf.

Please keep me informed as to the status of this proposed 

statutory change.

Sincerely,

Kenai Police Department 

Secretary - Treasurer 

AACOP

RAR/nc

Poiico Standard:, 
Council
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t o : Robert J. Sundberg d a t e : January 7, 198.;

Commissioner
Department of Public Safety F»-E n o :

TELEPHONE NO: 465-4378

from: James F. Mayeri/^'^^- sudject. lsco Legislation

Executive Director 
Alaska Police Standards Council

0
To amplify on my memo of August 4, 1932 to former Commissi oner Nix, 
most internal investigations and disciplinary actions against police 
officers by state and municipal police departments are considered con­
fidential by those departments and not available for review by the 
Council. Yet those reports are necessary to form a oasis for deci­
sions by the Council on revocation of a police officer's certiricate.

If the Council had the authority to subpeona these records it could 
avoid erroneous and premature decisions in denials and revocations 
and leGally relieve the department of liability under the various 
privacy acts in addition to assisting the Attorney General's crrice 
in determining whether the Police Standards Act has been violated.
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70:V.'illiam R. Hix 
Commissioner
Department of Public Satety

FROM: 0'\
•James F. Mayen*y—
Executive Director
Alaska Polic<i Standards Council

DA7C: August 4, 1932

FILE NO:

t e l e p h o n e n o ; 4 Q 5 _ 4 3 7 S

s u b j e c t : L e g is la t io n

I've attached a copy of a bill drafted by the Department of Lav; at 
the Council's request for introduction in the Twelfth Legislature - 
Second Session. The bill was .not introduced at that Session.

The Council requests that it be introduced in the Thirteenth Legisla 
ture - First Session.

Cl“*

The Council has experienced considerable difficulty in obtaining 
sufficient information from various police departments upon which 
to base decisions concerning denial or revekatien of police officer 
certificates. In order to avoid erroneous decisions without suf­
ficient information or based on inaccurate or incomplete information, 
the Council requests this legislation. It would also largely relieve 
the po.lice departments of potential liability under the various privacy 
acts.

It would have no fiscal impac
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C IT Y  OF K E NA I

P. O . ROX S80 KEN A I, A LASKA 99611 

TELEPH ON E 283 • 753S

P.O. Box 3173 

Kenai, Alaska 99611

February 16, 1983

James F. Kayer
Executive Director

Alaska Police Standards Council

Pouch N

Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Mayer,

On February 14, 1983 a meeting of the Alaska Association of 

Chiefs of Police was held in Anchorage. An item of specific 

interest at that meeting was the issue of subpoena powers for the 

APSC. This was discussed at some lengtli with several presentations 
on this issue. . • •  - . '-*• •

; i ' i ' <1   -•
It was resolved by the Alaska Association of Chiefs of Police, 

that i't is absolutely essential for the APSC to have subpoena 

powers in order to make informed decisions in carrying out their 

regulatory functions. You, or your staff, when testifying on 

this matter may represent this position on our behalf.

Please keep me informed as to the status of this proposed 
statutory change.

Si ncerely,

Kenai Police Department 

Secretary - Treasurer 
AACOP

RAR/nc

Poiico Sfsndordr.
C o u n c i l



March 18, .19 83

The Honorable Jalmar Kerttula 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. President:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am transmitting a bill that will grant in­
vestigative subpoena power to the Alaska Police Standards 
Council.

The Alaska Police Standards Council is empowered to estab­
lish and enforce minimum standards for the employment of 
police officers within the state. Under existing law, the 
council has the authority to investigate the background 
and qualifications of individual police officers, and may 
deny or revoke certification of those officers who do not 
meet the minimum standards. In the past, the council has 
experienced some difficulty in obtaining records from some 
police departments, as the departments regard information 
such as personnel files or the results of internal inves­
tigations as confidential and accessible only through a 
court order.

This bill adds a new paragraph to the statute which enu­
merates the powers granted to the council. It explicitly 
confers investigatory authority and authorizes the issu­
ance of subpoenas for persons, books, records, or other 
documents related to an investigation. Passage of the 
bill will enable the council to investigate more effi­
ciently when it appears that a police officer does not 
meet the educational, training, or moral character 
standards established by the council. It will enable the 
council to swiftly terminate, without the necessity of a 
formal hearing, those investigations which find that con­
cern regarding an officer's qualifications is unfounded.

Sincerely,

Governor



Bill ?lo: ____________  . Date, .on Hii::
Title: An Act relating to investigations by, and granting subpoena power to the APSC

Sponsor: Rules Committee - Governor1!  Request
Requestor:_________________________________________

1. Estimated fiscal impacts on:

a. Expenditures:
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2. Source of funds to offset fiscal imoact of ciil:

3. AssumDtions:

No Fiscal Impact

4. This statement has been reviewed by the CMB in the Office of the Governor. It may be 
considered to represent the policy of the Sheffield Aaministraticn ana the final 
estimate of fiscal imoact.

Prepared 3y: Paul Conger Phone: 465-4338
(Division: Adnrnnstrative bervices Date: 2-1 /-83 ’

Anoroved bv Commissi oner: Robert: J. SundberR 
Department: Public Safety

5?view ed. i y K _________________________ O a t; :  2 l , ( k / J S
U £= l 2 S I 3

5. Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance 
CoDy to Department
Cooy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor 2/8/83
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