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TO: Committee Members, House Judiciary Committee

FROM: Steve Cramer, Legislative Aide,

SUBJECT:

In anticipation and preparation of today's meeting I am forwarding an advance 
copy of material relative to your decision making. I had hoped to put before 
each of you a substantive "caimittee substitute" for the resolution, but as you 
will see frcm the accompanying memo from Dick Bradley in Legal Services an 
additional preliminary decision has yet to be made by each of you.

The majority vote provision i.s a complex issue in our State, not so much from 
a substantive "policy" standpoint as from a procedural one.

I would respectfully ask each of you to review the materials attached before 
coming to today's meeting. The next step will be to decide on a "runo£Fr—  
provision either on the primary election or on the general election.
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SU B J E C T :

TO:

F R O M :

R u n o f f s  
( H J R  8)

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r l i e  B u s s e l l  
C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

R i c h a r d  A. B r a d l e y  ' T ^
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

S t e v e  C r a m e r  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  m e  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  
D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  t o  the p r o p o s a l  f o r  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  
f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  g o v e r n o r / l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  H e  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  t h e  d i v i s i o n  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  it c o u l d  n o t  p u t  t o g e t h e r  a 
r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  in J a n u a r y .

T h e  p r e m i s e  o f  t h a t  r e s p o n s e  h a s  t o  b e  t h a t  n o  e x i s t i n g  
m e c h a n i s m s  f o r  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a r e  
c h a n g e d .  It  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t i g h t e n  ip t h e  p r o c e s s  w i t h  the 
r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  a r e  c e r t i f i e d  in a b r i e f e r  
p e r i o d  t h a n  e x i s t s  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  law. W h i l e  I d i d  n o t  
r e v i e w  t h e  m e m o r a n d u m  f r o m  the d i v i s i o n  t o  y o u  in a n y  
d e t a i l ,  I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a n  a n a l y s i s  I p r e p a r e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
a g o  for S e n a t o r  V. F i s c h e r .  H i s  f o c u s  w a s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  
t h e  g o a l s  o f  H J R  8 b u t  i t  is u s e f u l  in i t s  a n a l y s i s  o f  the 
e l e c t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  m e c h a n i s m s  and 
p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  w o u l d  n e e d  to b e  c h a n g e d  o r  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  c h a n g e  if t h e  p e r i o d  b e t w e e n  e l e c t i o n s  is  t o  b e  
s h o r t e n e d .

S t e v e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  a p r o p o s a l  a p p a r e n t l y  p u t  f o r w a r d  b y  
t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n s  to h a v e  a r u n o f f  a f t e r  t h e  p r i m a r y  
e l e c t i o n  b u t  b e f o r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  W h a t e v e r  g o a l s  
t h i s  m i g h t  a c h i e v e ,  i t  w o u l d  n o t  s e e m  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  a 
c a n d i d a t e  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  50 p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  v o t e  p l u s  o n e  v o t e .  It c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t h i s  r e s u l t  if 
t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  p a r t i e s  c o m p e t i n g .  If t h e  r e s u l t s  
o f  t h e  " p r i m a r y "  i n c l u d e  p a r t y  n o m i n e e s ,  it is l i k e l y  th a t  
t h r e e  or f o u r  (or m o r e )  c a n d i d a t e s  m a y  b e  o n  t h e  b a l l o t  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  V o g l e r  d e c i s i o n s .  If o n l y  t h e  t o p  two
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v o t e  g e t t e r s  a p p e a r  o n  the b a l l o t ,  t h e  r e s u l t  m a y  b e  a party 
r u n - o f f :  if t h e  r e c e n t  C h i c a g o  e l e c t i o n  w e r e  g i v e n  t h a t
t reatm e n t ,  Mr. E p t o n  w o u l d  n ot h a v e  m a d e  it to the runoff: 
t h e  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  b e t w e e n  C o n g r e s s m a n  W a s h i n g t o n  
a n d  M a y o r  Byrne.

B u t  as S t e v e  a n d  I t a l k e d ,  a p r o p o s a l  e v o l v e d  that m i g h t  
a c h i e v e  the g o a l  o f  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  for c a n d i d a t e s  a t  a 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .

T h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  not l o o k  like a "primary;"  each 
c a n d i d a t e  n o m i n a t e d  o n  J u n e  1st w o u l d  be on the b a l l o t :  
b o t h  c a n d i d a t e s  n o m i n a t e d  b y  a d e c l a r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  
(AS 15.25.030] a n d  c a n d i d a t e s  n o m i n a t e d  b y  p e t i t i o n  
[AS 15.25. 1 3 0 ] ,  W r i t e - i n  v o t e s  w o u l d  be c o u n t e d  [AS 15.- 
2 5 . 0 7 0  w o u l d  b e  r e p e a l e d ] .  No p a r t y  n o m i n a t i o n s  as such 
w o u l d  result. S i n c e  a ll c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  have b e e n  p u t  
b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  a t  t h a t  e l e c t i o n ,  it w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  to 
p r o v i d e ' t h a t  a c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  50 p e r c e n t  of t h e  votes 
c a s t  plus o n e  v o t e  is elected.  If n o  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v e s  
50 p e r c e n t  o f  the v o t e s  c a s t  p l u s  o n e  vote, the t o p  two 
c a n d i d a t e s  w o u l d  b e  v o t e d  on a t  t h e  " g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n . "  It 
s e e m s  that a w r i t e - i n  c a n d i d a t e  t h e r e  w o u l d  not l i k e l y  be 
s u c c e s s f u l  a n d  thus p r o b a b l y  a c a n d i d a t e  will r e c e i v e  the 
r e q u i r e d  m a j o r i t y .

I c o n s i d e r  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  o n l y  a c o n c e p t ;  I have not, 
m o r e o v e r ,  s o u g h t  to a s s e s s  its p l u s e s  or its minuses.

If I m a y  b e  of f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e ,  p l e a s e  advise.

R A B : 1jb

E n c l o s u r e
1 5 / 0 2 3
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TO:

S U B J E C T S h o r t e n i n g  the e l e c t i o n  period  
(Work O r d e r  No. 1 2 - 0 1 3 4)

S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r

F R O M : R i c h a r d  A. B r a d l e y  
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l

I h a v e  a d v i s e d  y o u  t h a t  the d i r e c t o r  o f  e l e c tions b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  t h e™  w o u l d  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  a c h a n g e  in 
t h e  e l e c t i o n  c o d e  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  the f i l i n g  p e r i o d  for 
candida'tes for 3 tat e o f f i c e  o c c u r  s i x  weeks b e f o r e  the 
p r i m a r y  a n d  that the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  o c c u r  six w e e k s  after  
t h e  p r i mary.

I h a v e - a l s o  p r o m i s e d  to p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  a n  a n a l y s i s  of the - 
p r o b l e m s  that w i l l  b e  i n c u r r e d  i n  a c hange to y o u r  p r o p osal. 
T h i s  m e m o r a n d u m  r e s p o n d s  to t h a t  p r o m i s e .

In gen eral terms, P a t t y  A n n  P o l l e y  b e l i e v e s  that the p r e s e n t  
t i m e  frame b e t w e e n  the p r i m a r y  a n d  the general e l e c t i o n  is 
a b o u t  as tight as it c o u l d  be m a d e .  Under the law, the 
p r i m a r y  occurs o n  the " f o u r t h  T u e s d a y  in A u g u s t "  i n  even  
n u m b e r e d  years. AS 15.25.020. T h e  g e n eral e l e c t i o n  is h e l d  
o n  the " T u e s d a y  a f t e r  the f i r s t  M o n d a y  in N o v e m b e r "  in e v e n  
n u m b e r e d  years. AS 15.15.020. T h u s  it seems that t h e r e  are 
s o m e  ten w e e k s  b e t w e e n  the p r i m a r y  a n d  the general election.

T h e  f i l i n g  date for c a n d i d a t e s  is J u n e  1st. AS 15.25.040 , 
15 . 2 5 . 1 5 0 .  It seems, t h e r e f o r e ,  that there a r e  s o m e  t h i r t e e n  
w e e k s  b e t w e e n  the f i l i n g  date a n d  the date of the p r i m a r y .  
P a t t y  A nn tells me that she t h i n k s  t h a t  the f i l i n g  date  
c o u l d  be m o v e d  b a c k  to J u l y  1 w i t h  no p a r t i c u l a r  loss* the - 
r e s u l t  w o u l d  be a s h o r t e n i n g  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  b y  s o m e  four 
w e e k s ,  to nine weeks.

If y o u  a p p r o a c h  w e r e  adopted, t h e  last date on w h i c h  
d e c l a r a t i o n s  of c a n d i d a c y  c o u l d  b e  fi led w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n

i
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A u g u s t  12, 1980; the p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  h e l d  
o n  S e p t e m b e r  23, 1980. By w a y  of c o m p a r i s o n ,  a n u m b e r  of  
s t a t e s  come c l o s e  to those dates (the i n f o r m a t i o n  is for 
1978, the m o s t  r e c e n t  ye ar a p p a r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e ) .  V e r m o n t  
h a d  its f i l i n g  d e a d l i n e  o n  A u g u s t  2nd, W a s h i n g t o n  o n  
A u g u s t  4th, H a w a i i  o n  A u g u s t  8th, a n d  C o n n e c t i c u t  o n  
A u g u s t  11th. A n  e v e n  larger n u m b e r  of s t ates h a v e  their 
p r i m a r y  in Septe m b e r :  A l a b a m a  o n  S e p t e m b e r  5th; D e l a w a r e  on
S e p t e m b e r  9thj A r i zona, C o l o r a d o ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  Florida, 
M a r y l a n d ,  M i n n e s o t a ,  Nevada, N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  N e w  York, Rhode 
Island, Utah, V e r m o n t  and W i s c o n s i n  o n  S e p t e m b e r  12th; 
L o u i s i a n a  o n  S e p t e m b e r  16th a n d  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and W a s h i n g t o n  
o n  S e p t e m b e r  19th.

A n d  lest I a p p e a r  to m i s s t a t e  h e r  c o m m e n t s ,  I h a s t e n  to add 
that the d i r e c t o r  is not s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  the date3 c a n n o t  be 
f u r t h e r  i m p r e s s e d : o n l y  that if t h e r e  is c o m p r e s s i o n ,  some
e x i s t i n g  m e c h a n i s m s  m a y  n e e d  to b e  a l t e r e d  or, perhaps, 
e l i m i n a t e d .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  A S  15 to d e t e r m i n e  t h o s e  
se c t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  s t a t u t o r i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  tine frames 
w i t h i n  "which e v e n t s  m u s t  occur. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s  
r e f l e c t s  this r e s e a r c h .  The s t a t u t o r y  e v e n t s  are cast in 
t erns of the 1930 elect i o n ;  in a  d i f f e r e n t  year, s light 
v a r i a t i o n s  in the time frames n i g h t  occur.

1. April 15, 1980 AS 1 5 . 1 0 . 1 5 0 A p p o i n t m e n t  of n o m i n e e s  
for j u d g e s  a n d  clerks 
b y  the p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  (st atu t o r y  
date)

June 1, 1930

June 1, 1980

AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 0 4 0

AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 1 5 0

L a s t  date for f i l i n g  
n o m i n a t i o n  b y  d e c l a­
r a t i o n  of c a n d i d a c y  
( s t a t u t o r y  date)

L a s t  d a t e  f o r  f iling 
n o m i n a t i o n  b y  p e t i t i o n  
( s t a t u t o r y  date)

4. June 16, 1980 AS 1 5 . 2 5 . 0 4 0  Date b y  w h i c h  n o m i n a t i o n
m u s t  b e  c o n D l e t c  
( s t a t u t o r y  d a te)
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5. June 16, 1980

6. July 12, 1980

7. J u l y  15, 1980

8. July j.7, 1980

9. J u l y '17, 1980

10. July 17, 1980

11. July 27, 1980

12.' July 27, 1980

13. J u l y  27, 1 9 8 0

AS 1 5 . 25.150

AS 15.25.05*#

AS 15.07.140

AS 15.10.080

AS 15.25.055

AS 15.07.070

AS 15.07.125

AS 1 5 . 1 0 . 1 3 0

Date b y  which nomination 
m u s t  be complete 
(statutory date)

L a s t  date for nomination 
b y  p a r t y  petition 
w h e r e  unopposed incumbent 
c a n didate for reelection 
dies, is disqualified, 
o r is incapacitated 
(45 days before primary)

Six weeks before primary 
e l e c t i o n  under present 
law

L i s t  of registered 
voters to be displayed 
in the precinct by 
d i r ector (40 days 
bef o r e  election)

Last date for desig­
natin g  precinct boundary 
in p r i mary (40 days 
b e f o r e  election)

L a s t  date for candidate 
to remove his name 
f r o m  the#primary 
b a l l o t  (40 days before 
primary)

Voter registration 
ends for the primary 
e l e ction (30 days 
b e f o r e  election)

Director of elections 
prepares official 
regist r a t i o n  list 
(30 days before election)

Party representatives 
appointed for state 
ball o t  review (30 days 
b e f o r e  election)
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18. August 11, 1980

19. August 11, 1980

20. August 12, 1980

AS 15.20.061

AS 15.20.071

Absentee voting in 
person starts (15 days 
before election)

Absentee voti n g  by 
personal representative 
starts (15 days before 
election)

Twelve weeks before 
the general e l e c t i o n ; 
p r o p o s e d  last date on 
which to file declarations 
and petitions of candidacy

14. July 27, 1980 AS 15.20.190 District absentee 
ballot c o u n t i n g  boards 
and distr i c t  questioned 
ballot count i n g  boards 
ap p ointed (30 days 
be f o r e  election)

15. August 1, 1980

16. August 2, 1980

AS 15.15.050 Director of elections
to have e l e c t i o n  
materials in s u p e r v i s o r s ' 
offices (25 days 
b e f o r e  election)

17. August 11, 1980 AS 15.20.048 Director of elections
to h a v e  ballots for 
absentee voting in 
s u p e r v i s o r s ' office 
(15 days before election)

21. August 17, 1980 AS 15.58.030 Candidates * material 
for voter pamphlet 
m u s t  be in (75 days 
b e f o r e  general election)

Last date for qualifi­
cation of limited 
political p a r t y  (presi­
dential years: 90 days
b e f o r e  general election)

AS 15.30.025 .
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i m.

22. August 17, 1980

23. August 17, 1980

AS 15.58.040

24. August 19, 1980

25. August 19, 1930

26. August 19, 1980

27. August 26, 1980

28. August 29, 1980

AS 15.58.050

AS 15.20.620 

AS 15.20.081

AS 15.20.201

AS 15.25.020 

AS 15.20.205

29. September 1, 1980 AS 15.25.200

30. S e p t e m b e r  3, 1980 A S  1 5 . 2 0.205

P a r t i e s ' material 
for voter pamphlet 
must be in (75 days 
before general election)

Judicial officer 
material for voter 
pamphlet m u s t  be in 
(75 days b e f o r e  general 
election)

Computers tested 
(7 days b e f o r e  election)

Last date to apply 
for absentee ballot 
b y  mail (7 days before 
election)

Review of district 
absentee ballots 
starts (7 days before 
election)

Date of primary election 
(4th T u e sday in August)

Rev i e w  of district 
questioned ballots 
starts (3 days after 
election)

L a s t  date name of a 
candidate not nominated 
in a p r i m a r y  may be 
r e m o v e d  from the 
general election 
ballot (statutory 
date)

Review and counting 
of district questioned 
ballots is completed 
(8 days after election)
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31. September 4, 1980 AS 15.20.203

32. September 4, 1980 AS 15.20.207

33. September 5, 1980 AS 15.15.440

34. September 10, 1980 AS 15.20.430

35. September 23, 1980

36. September 26, 1980 AS 15.07.140

37. September 26, 1980 AS 15.10.030

38. September 26, 1980 AS 15.25.110

Certification of 
district absentee 
ballot counting 
(within 9 days after 
election)

Certification of 
district q u e stioned 
ballot counting 
(within 9 days after 
election)

State bal l o t  counting 
review begins (8 days 
after e l e ction and 
is completed no later 
than 15 days after 
election)

Recount requested 
(5 days after state 
review is completed; 
to be c o m pleted itself 
within 10 d a y s )

Six weeks before the 
general election under 
present law; date of 
proposed primary

Director of election 
to display list of 
registered voters in 
precinct (40 days 
before election)

Last date to make 
precinct b o u ndary 
changes for general 
election (40 days 
before election)

Last date for pa r t y  
petition to fill 
vacancies created by 
d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n , 
incapacity, or death 
of narty nominee 
(40 days before election)

lilU
llU

til ill. iiTT



39. October 5, 1980

40. October 5, 1980

41. October 5, 1980

42. Oct-ber 5, 1930

43. October 5, 1980

44. October 10, 1980

45. October 20, 1980

46. October 20, 1980

47. October 20, 1980

S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r
P a g e  7
J a n u a r y  23, 1981

AS 15.07.070

AS 15.07.125

AS 15.10.180

. AS 15.20.190

AS 15.58.080

AS 15.15.050

AS 15.20.048

AS 15.20.061

AS 15.20.071

Voter registration 
closes for general 
election (30 days 
before election)

Director prepares 
official list of 
registered voters 
(30 days before 
election)

Appointment of part 
representatives for 
state canvass [review]
(30 days before election)

District absentee 
ballot counting boards 
appointed (30 days 
before election)

Distribution of voter 
pamphlet (30 days 
before election)

Director of election 
to have election 
materials in s u p e r v i s o r s ' 
offices (25 days 
before election)

Absentee balloting 
starts in election 
s u p e r v i s o r s’ offices 
(15 days before election)

Absentee voting in 
person starts (15 days 
before election)

Absentee voting by 
personal representation 
starts (15 days before 
election)
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48. October 29, 1980 AS 15.20.620

49. October 29, 1980 AS 1 5 . 20.201

50. October 29, 1980 AS 1 5 . 20.031

Computer testing 
starts (7 days before 
election)

Review of district 
absentee ballots 
starts (7 days 
b e f o r e  election)

Last date to apply 
for absentee ballot 
by mail (7 days 
before election)

It had b e e n  my initial goal to i d e n t i f y  sections creating 
problems and then to solve those problems. Because that 
mi g h t  h a’*e put me ahead of y o u  on this proposal, it seems 
a dequate to identify those sections of the law w h i c h  
unarguaibly will need a m e n d m e n t  b e c a u s e  they fall essentially 
outside the framework of y o u r  proposal.

Under present iaw [Items 4,53, a candidate may file a 
p artial-declaration of c a n d i d a c y  b y  telegram-and then 
complete it within 15 days. It seems that the director may 
need to know earlier w h o  is go i n g  to be on the primary 
ballot and I suggest that this grace period be eliminated.

Under present law [Item 6], w h e n  an unopposed incumbent 
candidate for renonination die3, 13 disqualified, etc., 45 
or m o r e  days before the primary, the party may replace his 
name on the ballot. Since the 45-day period Is outside of 
the deadline for filing d e c l a r a t i o n s  of candidacy [only 
42 days occur between the la3t date for the declarations and 
the. date of the primary], It w i l l  be n e c essary either to 
eliminate the option or to s h o r t e n  the time within wh i c h  the 
n a m e  must be submitted. The direc t o r  w i l l  need to consider 
what the m i n i m u m  time for the p r i n t i n g  and distribution of 
the ballots is; this b e c o m e s  the deadline for such a party 
petition.

Similarly, under present law [Item 10], a candidate may 
remove his name from the b a l l o t  up to 40 days before the 
primary; this period b e c o m e s  m e a n i n g l e s s  w h e n  the declarations 
are due 42 days before the primary. The privilege can be 
eliminated or the period shortened.
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Un d e r  pres e n t  law [Items 15, 44], the director is required 
to h a v e  the election materials, including ballots, in the 
e l e c t i o n  supervisors' offices 25 days b e f o r e  the particular 
election. Absentee b a l l o t i n g  starts no later than 15 days 
b e f o r e  the p a r ticular election. [Items 17, 18, 19, 45, 46, 
47], Thus, it seems that there is a t e n - d a y  grace period 
w h i c h  under the 1980 amendments becomes available for 
ab s entee voting. S e e , AS 15.20.048(b). Readjustments in 
this area m a y  become necessary.

And finally, Item 38 permits a party to fill a vaca n c y  
created b y  the death, disqualification, or incapacity of a 
p a r t y  nominee no later than 40 days bef o r e  the general 
election. This p r e r o g a t i v e  needs to be fo r e s h o r t e n e d  or 
eliminated.

It is al' )gcther possible that the director will h a v e  ■ 
additional suggestions for amendments; those identified here 
s e e m  unarguable.

I r e g r e t  the delay In the preparation of the analysis. I 
suggest that you m a y  w i s h  tc raise these issues with Patty 
A n n  PoTley before I p r o c e e d  to draft a b i l l ; ~ i n  any case, I 
an available to discuss this matter at your convenience.

I am also enclosing an analysis of the state elections held 
in 1978.

RA B :jdn

Enclosure



B IL L  ANALYSIS

C S  H J R  9 N " P r o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 
t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  
c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  
a n d  f o r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . ' 1

C O M M E N T S :  F r o m  r e s e a r c h  o f  m a t e r i a l s  p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e
N a t i o n a l  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  o f  E l e c t i o n  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n /  p u b l i s h e d  i n  A u g u s t ,  1978 
a n d  e n t i t l e d  B A L L O T  A C C E S S .

•The d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  b y  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  
(50% + 1) o f  t h e  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  a n  e l e c t i o n ,  is p r a c t i c e d  in 
o n l y  o n e  s t a t e ,  L o u i s i a n a .  L i k e  A l a s k a  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n ,  
L o u i s i a n a  is a b l a n k e t  p r i m a r y  statd*, a l l o w i n g  a n y  q u a l i f i e d  
v o t e r  to  v o t e  o n  a n y  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  in e i t h e r  t h e  p r i m a r y  o r  
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  v o t e r  o r  c a n d i d a t e  p a r t y  
a f f i l i a t i o n .

O n l y  if a c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v e s  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  in t h e  
L o u i s i a n a  p r i m a r y ,  r u n n i n g  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p a r t y  
a f f i l i a t i o n ,  is t h a t  c a n d i d a t e  e l e c t e d  t o  o f f i c e  as a r e s u l t  
of t h e  p r i m a r y  v o t e  t o t a l s .

If no  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v e s  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e ,  the t w o  c a n d i d a t e s  
r e c e i v i n g  t h e  m o s t  v o t e s  a r e  e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  
b a l l o t ,  a n d  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w i n s  t h e  
e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e .  I m p o r t a n t l y ,  n o  m i n o r  o r  n e w  p o l i t i c a l  
p a r t i e s  m a y  n o m i n a t e  c a n d i d a t e s  s o l e l y  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  
e l e c t i o n ,  a s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  s t a t e s .

M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  n o  s t a t e  h a s  a m a j o r i t y - v o t e  r u n o f f  
e l e c t i o n  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n , t h a t  is, a f t e r  
t h e  N o v e m b e r  e l e c t i o n  d a t e .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
n o m i n a t i o n  b y  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  is a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  s u b s e q u e n t  
•runoff p r i m a r i e s  in o n l y  9 s t a t e s .  T h e s e  r u n o f f  p r i m a r y  
e l e c t i o n s  a r e  h e l d  w i t h i n  30 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  p a r t y  
p r e f e r e n t i a l  p r i m a r y T j (See a t t a c h e d  c a l e n d a r )  T h e s e  r u n o f f  
p r i m a r i e s  a r e  a l s o  a l o n g  p a r t y  l i n e s ,  a n d  c a n  i n c l u d e  o r  
e x c l u d e  m a j o r  a n d  m i n o r  p a r t y  b a l l o t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  
s t a t e  p a r t y  r u l e s .

F o r e x a m p l e : M a j o r  p a r t i e s  (20% o f  t h e  e n t i r e  v o t e  cast) in
A l a b a m a  m a y  d e c l i n e  t o  r u n  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n ,  w h i l e  in 
A r k a n s a s ,  m a j o r  p a r t i e s  m u s t  c o n d u c t  a p r i m a r y  t o  p l a c e  on 
t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  T h e  c o n c l u s i o n  is t h a t  t h i s  
m e t h o d  o f  s e l e c t i o n  h a s  a l o n g  h i s t o r y  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  
e n v o l v e m e n t  o f  c l o s e d  p a r t y  p r i m a r i e s .



B I L L  A N A L Y S I S  
A p r i l  11, 1 9 8 3  
P a g e  T w o

T h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  w i t h  p r i m a r y  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n s  b a s e d  on 
m a j o r i t y  v o t e  a r e  F l o r i d a ,  G e o r g i a ,  M i s s i s s i p p i ,
N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  O k l a h o m a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  a n d  T e x a s .  T h e s e  
s t a t e s  a l l  h a v e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  p a r t y  a n d  r u n o f f  p r i m a r i e s  t h a t  
f o l l o w .

C O N C L U S I O N ; I f  A l a s k a  is t o  r e m a i n  a b l a n k e t  p r i m a r y  state, 
b a s e d  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  5 4 %  o f  o u r  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  are 
d e s i g n a t e d ,  (by c h o i c e )  a s  n o n - p a r t i s a n  v o t e r s ,  t h e n  c l o s e d  
p a r t y  p r e f e r e n t i a l  p r i m a r i e s  a s  h e l d  in t h e  S o u t h  w o u l d  b e  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a d o p t  as  a m e t h o d  o f  i m p l e m e n t i n g  m a j o r i t y  
v o t i n g .

T h e  L o u i s i a n a  e x a m p l e  c o u l d  a p p l y  h e r e  h o w e v e r ,  if a l l  
A l a s k a  c a n d i d a t e s  r u n  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  
t o  p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  b u t  s i m p l y  l i s t  t h e i r  p a r t y  p r e f e r e n c e  
a f t e r  t h e i r  n a m e .  T h i s  c o u l d  a l l o w  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  
o f f i c i a l s ,  s h o u l d  a n y  c a n d i d a t e  w i n  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e ,  a f t e r  
t h e  s o l e  p r i m a r y ;  o r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t o p  t w o  v o t e  g e t t e r s  
t o  r u n  in t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  s h o u l d  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  n o t  b e  
a c h i e v e d .

O P T I O N  2

S i n c e  n o  o t h e r  s t a t e  h a s  a m a j o r i t y  v o t i n g  p r o v i s i o n  in the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  L o u i s i a n a  b y  
c o n s e q u e n c e  of  n o t  a c h i e v i n g  t h i s  in t h e  p r i m a r y ,  it is 
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g a u g e  t h e  v a l u e s  o r  c o n f l i c t s  o f  s u c h  a 
p r o p o s e d  s y s t e m .

A n  o b v i o u s  c o n f l i c t  is t h e  t i m e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t a k i n g  o f f i c e  
in A l a s k a ;  a n y  e l e c t i o n  h e l d  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o n  
N o v e m b e r  r u n s  i n t o  t h e  g a m u t  o f  h o l i d a y s ,  t h e  d e f i n e d  t e r m  
'of t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  S t a r t  o f  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e .

B y  t h e  s a m e  t o k e n ,  a r u n o f f  p r i m a r y  a f t e r  l a t e  A u g u s t  w i l l  
i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  a n d  R F A A  s c h o o l  b o a r d  e l e c t i o n s  
in e a r l y  O c t o b e r .

A n o t h e r  a v e n u e  is t o  s e t  A l a s k a ' s  i n i t i a l  p r i m a r y  f o r  e a r l y  
J u l y  w i t h  a l l  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  r u n n i n g  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t y  
n o m i n a t i o n s  as now. If a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  w a s  r e c e i v e d  b y  any 
c a n d i d a t e ,  d e c l a r e  h i m  t h e  p a r t y  n o m i n e e :  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  a 
r u n o f f  p r i m a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  t o p  t w o  v o t e  g e t t e r s  o f  e a c h  
r e c o g n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y .  T h e s e  w i n n e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  any 
t h a t  f i l e  t h e  p r o p e r  p e t i t i o n  o f  v o t e r s ,  w o u l d  a p p e a r  o n  the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  in N o v e m b e r ,  w i t h  t h e  p l u r a l i t y  v o t i n g  
m e t h o d  as t h e  d e t e r m i n a t e .
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T h i s  s u g g e s t e d  s c e n a r i o  w o u l d  a p p r o a c h  A l a s k a ' s :

1) c u r r e n t  b l a n k e t  p r i m a r y  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s ;

2) t i m e  s c h e d u l e  f o r  h o l d i n g  o f f i c e  a f t e r  N o v e m b e r ,
p a p e r  b a l l o t  d e l a y s ;  /

3) d e s i r e  f o r  o p e n ,  b l a n k e t  v o t i n g  a m o n g  s o m e  p a r t y
d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y ;  I

4) d e s i r e  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  candidaites a n d  p a r t y  d e s c r i p t i o n  
in  t h e  p r i m a r y ;

5) t h e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  R E A A  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n s  
i n  O c t o b e r  s h o u l d  t h e  r u n o f f  b e  h e l d  a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  
A u g u s t  p r i m a r y .



M A J O R I T Y  V O T E  D E T E R M I N A T I O N S  F O R  C A N D I D A T E S  F O R  S T A T E  O F F I C E

E X A M P L E  1 :

E X A M P L E  2 :

E X A M P L E  3 :

P R I M A R Y  A U G U S T  28, 1 9 8 4  G E N E R A L  N o v e m b e r  6, 1 9 8 4

all c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  e a c h  o f f i c e  r u n  on s a m e  b a l l o t  

w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  to p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  j u s t  r e f e r e n c e

a n y  c a n d i d a t e  t h a t  r e c e i v e s  5035 +'1 is d e c l a r e d  w i n n e r

o t h e r w i s e ,  t o p  t w o  v o t e g e t t e r s  r u n  in N o v e m b e r  g e n e r a l  

a l l o w i n g  a m a j o r i t y  v o t e  w i n n e r . i n  e a c h  r a c e .

N O M I N A T I N G  P R I M A R Y  J U L Y  1 0 ,  1 9 8 4  R U N O F F  A u g u s t  28

al l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  p a r t y  n o m i n a t i o n  f i l e ,  run a n d  

a r e  v o t e d  f o r  as o c c u r s  n o w  in A l a s k a ' s  p r i m a r y .

a n y  c a n d i d a t e  t h a t  r e c e i v e s  5 0 %  + 1 o f  t h a t  p a r t y ' s  
v o t e s  p r o c e e d s  d i r e c t l y  to g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  as n o m . n e e

o t h e r w i s e ,  t o p  t w o  v o t e g e t t e r s  o f  e a c h  p a r t y  racf ri 

in s t a t e w i d e  r u n o f f  p r i m a r y  on A u g u s t  28, 1 9 8 4 .  T h e  
p a r t y  w i n n e r s  a r e  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s .

S i n c e  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  p a r t y  will_.be on g e n e r a l  b a l l o t ,  

g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  is d e c i d e d  by p l u r a l i t y  v o t e .

P R I M A R Y  A u g u s t  28 G E N E R A L  N o v .  6 R U N O F F  Jan. 8, 1 9 8 5

all c a n d i d a t e s  f i l e ,  run a n d  are n o m i n a t e d  as n o w  
o c c u r s  in A l a s k a ' s  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n  s y s t e m .

c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  a r e  j o i n e d  by o t h e r s  

w h o  g a i n  b a l l o t  a c c e s s  by p e t i t i o n ,  w r i t e - i n  . T h o s e  

w h o  r e c e i v e  m a j o r i t y  v o t e  a r e  d e c l a r e d  w i n n e r s .

all o t h e r  r a c e s  w h e r e  no m a j o r i t y  is a c h i e v e d ,  a 

r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n - i s  s c h e d u l e d  a f t e r  r e c o u n t s ,  c o n t e s t s ,  

a n d  r e c e i p t  o f  all b a l l o t s  b e t w e e n  t o p  t w o  v o t e g e t t e r s  

o f  e a c h  r a c e  y e t  u n d e c i d e d .

* s t a t u t e  g o v e r n i n g  t e r m  o f  g o v e r n o r ,  It. g o v  c o n f l i c t s
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A PPE N D IX B  ( P R I M A R Y  E L E C T I O K S )
This chart lists primary election dales scheduled by Stales, Ter­

ritories, and the District ol Columbia; primary runoff dates to be 
held (if required); and Federal and State officials to be nominated 
in 'Ihe primaries who will run in the general election November 2. 
19IS2. NOTE: This election information is subject to change. 
Vcting officers and counselors should be contacted to determine 
wfielher changes have been made after data of publication. Not *U 
officials to be nominated will necessarily appear on each state's 
primary ballot.
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I. REQUEST II. FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution N o . : C S H J R  8_____________  Agency Affected: O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r

Ti t1e:p p o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t . . .   Program Category Affectea.*p̂ v . pi pr-t-io:

Sponsor: j u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e __________  BRU, Program of Subprogram(s ) Affectea:

Requestor: H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y _______________ D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s ______________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 I FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 ]

OPERATING ! 1 1
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1 1

200 TRAVEL 1 1 1 1
300 CONTRACTUAL 1 1 1
400 COMMODITIES 1 1

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND & STRUCTURES

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

1

TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -  1 - 0 - -0- - 0 -

CAPITAL i I

REVENUE I I I i I I I

:U.NDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUNJ 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER (Specify Source)

io11o11o11c11c:1 - 0 - .
1 1 1 1
1 I 1 1

1 1 1 1

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1

PART-TIME I I I !
TEMPORARY ! 1 1 1

i 1 1

III. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for any Analysis

Prepared By: p a n a  c.  C o f f m a n  - D e n n t v  D i r g e  trnr___________Phone: SRB--R1 R 1______

Division:____ D i v i s i o n  o f  F l e c t i o n s _____________________________  Date: A p r i l  *4 , 1 9 8  3

Approved by Commissioner:____________________________________________Date:____________

Department:______________________________________________________________

Distribution:

Original to Legislative Finance

Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)

Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)

CoDy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/83



F I S C A L  A N A L Y S I S  F O R  C S H J R  8

"P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n dmen t to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the State of 
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to el ect i o n s  for c a n d i d a t e s  for gov ernor and 
l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  and for m e m b e r s  of the legislature."

The a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by this r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  a ppe ar on 
the 1984 g e neral e l e c t i o n  ballot. B e c a u s e  the D i v i s i o n  of 
E l e c t i o n s  p l a n s  for the i n c l u s i o n  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a m e n d m e n t s  this r e s o l u t i o n  does not have a fiscal impact.



■.'inner 

’ ack #

w i n n e r  

la c k  H

^  CS H J R  9 S Y j
, . ™  By the J u d i c i a r y  Comm.

C o m m e n t s  by the D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s

CS HJR 9 " P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the

S t a t e  of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to e l e c t i o n s  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  

for G o v e r n o r  and L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  and for m e m b e r s  
of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "

A N A L Y S I S  : T h i s  bill w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  any c a n d i d a t e  for s t a t e  

e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e  ( e x e c u t i v e  and l e g i s l a t u r e )  r e c e i v e  
50% of the v o t e s  c a s t  for the o f f i c e  p l u s  one v o t e ,  
in the g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  If a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  o f f i c e  
do e s  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h i s  a m o u n t ,  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n  shall 

be h e l d  b e t w e e n  the top t w o  vote g e t t e r s .

A r e v i e w  of t h e  1982 l e g i s l a t i v e  r a c e s  s h o w s  t h a t ,  if 
this l a w  w e r e  then in e f f e c t ,  one (1) S e n a t e  r a c e  and 

e i g h t  (8) H o u s e  r a c e s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n s .  
It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that in e v e r y  o n e  of t h e s e  n i n e  

r a c e s  t h e r e  w e r e  s t r o n g  L i b e r t a r i a n  and I n d e p e n d e n t  
c a n d  i d a t e s  .

<v/o
S e n a t e  ^ 15& 16 H o u s e  #5 A Hou s e  -5 B H o u s e  r l O  B H o u s e  r!4 B

41 %  4 5 %  49% 4 8 . 2 %  4 9 %
- 8 7 6  - 5 0 4  -101 - 1 4 5  -95

cv
A>

House -r 1 6 B House -f 18 House r 19 House f 17

36% 4 1 %  4 8 . 7 %  42%
- 1 5 2 9  - 4 2 5  -66 - 3 6 3

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  for p o i n t  of r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  two 
(2) S e n a t e  r a c e s  w o n  w i t h  5 0 %  p l u s  6 a n d  12 v o t e s  r e ­

s p e c t i v e l y ,  f o u r  (4) S e n a t e  race w o n  b e t w e e n  5 1 %  and 
55%, and f o u r  (4) H o u s e  r a c e s  w o n  w i t h  b a r e l y  m o r e  t h a n  
5 0 %  (plus 12, 34, 60 and 63 v o t e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y )

As w a s  n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  in c o m m e n t s  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  
H J R  9, all g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e s  e x c e p t  1 9 7 0  w o u l d  h a v e  

r e q u i r e d  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n .  Even t h e  d e c i s i v e  1 7 , 0 0 0  
.vote m a r g i n  of t h e l 9 8 2  r a c e  left the w i n n e r  w i t h  4 5 %  

of the b a l l o t s  c a s t  for t h a t  r a c e ,  a g a i n  due to the 
s t r o n g  s h o w i n g  of the L i b e r t a r i a n  and I n d e p e n d e n t  

c a n d i d a t e s .

1 C C "  5 a r
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S c h e d u l i n g

A n a l y s i  s :

MIliM I— g m — BMB— B— — I'limilW— g —

•  •
•'•vV-

of R u n o f f  E l e c t i o n s  p e r  CS H J R  9 19 8 4

P r e s e n t  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n  law, T i t l e  15, does n o t  c o n t a i n  

p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n s .  H o w e v e r ,  A S  1 5 . 1 5  and 
A S  1 5 . 2 0  a d d r e s s  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t  c o u n t s ,  q u e s t i o n e d  b a l - '  

l o t  count.s, t h e  S t a t e  B a l l o t  C o u n t i n g  R e v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  • 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of e l e c t i o n s  a n d  10 d a y  n o t i c e  of e l e c t i o n .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s c h e d u l e  sets o u t  the e l e c t i o n  c a l e n d a r  for 
1 984:

N o v e m b e r  6, 1 9 8 4  

N o v e m b e r  14, 19 8 4

N o v e m b e r  14, 1 9 8 4  

N o v e m b e r  21, 19 8 4

N o v e m b e r  26, 1 9 8 4  

D e c e m b e r  1, 19 8 4

D e c e m b e r  6, 1 9 8 4  

D e c e m b e r  11, 1984

D e c e m b r r  21, 19 8 4  

D e c e m b e r  30, 1984

J a n u a r y  8, 1 9 8 ^

G E N E R A L  E L E C T I O N

D i s t r i c t  A b s e n t e e  & 
Q u e s t i o n e d  B a l l o t s  

a r e  c o u n t e d

S t a t e  B a l l o t  C o u n t i n g  
R e v i e w  b e g i n s

AS 1 5 . 5 0 . 0 2 0

AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 2 0 1  

AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 2 0 5

AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 4 4 0

L a s t  d a y  to r e c e i v e
all b a l l o t s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s

AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 4 4 0

C e r t i f y  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n

AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 4 5 0

L a s t  d a y  to r e q u e s t  r e c o u n t ( s )  
f o r  a n y  race, p r e c i n c t ,  q u e s t i o n

AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 4 3 0

L a s t  d a y  to s e t  d a t e  o f  r e c o u n t ( s )

AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 4 6 0

L a s t  d a y  to h o l d  r e c o u n t  of 
G e n e r e l  E l e c t i o n  ^

La s t  d a y  to c o m p l e t e  r e c o u n t

AS 1 5 . 2 0 . 4 8 0

L a s t  d a y  to g i v e  n o t i c e  and 

i s s u e  o r d e r  f o r  r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n

AS 1 5 . 1 5 . 0 7 0  
P r e p a r a t i o n  of b a l l o t s ,  p r i n t i n g  
a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  

R u n o f f  E l e c t i o n s  ( T u e s d a y ,  n o t  a h o l i d a y )

S o u r c e :  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s



Y E A R

1962

1966

1 9 7 0

1 9 7 4

1 9 7 8

1 982

S U M M A R Y  OF V O T E R  T O T A L S ,  P E R C E N T A G E S  OF GOV. E L E C T I O N S ,  G E N E R A L

1 962-1 9 8 2  • ■

T O T A L  V O T E S  C A N D I D A T E  ?1 / % CAN. =2 / % CAN . = 3/ % CAN.='4/_%

6 0 , 0 8 4  29 ,627 49.351 27 ,054 45%

(56 ,681 )* ( 5 2 . 2 % )  ( 4 7 . 7 % )

67 ,361 . 33 , 1 45. 4 9 . 2 %  32 ,065 4 7 . 6 %  10 8 4  1.6-%

( 6 6 , 2 9 4 )  ( 4 9 . 9 % )  ( 4 8 . 3 % )  ( 1 . 6 % )

8 2 , 4 0 5  4 2 , 3 0 9  5 1 . 3 %  3 7 , 2 6 4  4 5 . 2 %  1 2 0 6  1 . 4 %

( 8 0 , 7 7 9 )  ( 5 2 . 3 % )  ( 4 6 . 1 % )  ( 1 . 4 % )

9 8 , 5 5 7  4 5 , 8 4 0  4 6 . 5 %  4 5 , 5 5 3  4 6 . 2 %  4 7 7 0  4 . 8 %

( 9 6 , 1 6 3 )  ( 4 7 . 6 % )  ( 4 7 . 3 % )  ( 4 . 9 % )

1 2 9 , 7 0 5  4 9 , 5 8 0  3 8 . 2 %  3 3 , 5 5 5  2 5 . 8 %  2 5 , 6 5 6  1 9 . 8 %
( 1 2 6 , 9 1 0 )  ( 3 9 . % )  ( 2 6 . 4 % )  ( 2 0 . 2 % )

CAN =4 /% C A N  . = 5 / %

1 5 , 6 5 6  1 2 . %  2 , 4 6 3  1 . 9 %
(13.%) ( 1 . 9 4 % )

1 9 9 , 3 5 8  8 9 , 9 1 8  4 5 . 1 %  7 2 , 2 9 1  3 6 . 2 %  2 9 , 0 6 7  1 4 . 5 %

( 1 9 4 , 5 1 1 )  ( 4 6 . 2 % )  ( 3 7 . 1 % )  ( 1 4 . 9 % )

CAN. ?4/%

32 3 5  1 . 6 %
(1 .66 %)

* N O T E :  T h e s e  n u m b e r s  and p e r c e n t a g e s  in ( )s are t o t a l s  e x c l u d i  nq 

v o t e s  not c a s t  for one of t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  l i s t e d  a b o v e ;  all 

s m a 11 wri t e - i n  v o t e s .



COMMENTS REGARDING HJR 9 " . . r e l a t i n g  to the e l e c t i o n s  of c a n d i d a t e s  

f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  of G o v e r n o r  a n d  Lt. G o v e r n o r "

T U E S D A Y  2 / 8  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

H J R  y p r o p o s e s  an a m e n d m e n t  to the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h’, if 
a p p r o v e d  by t h e  v o t e r s ,  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t  e l e c t i o n s  of the Gov. and 

Lt. Gov. be' d e c i d e d  by r e c e i p t  of 50% of the v o t e s  p l u s  one in the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .

If no c a n d i d a t e  w e r e  to r e c e i v e  5 0 %  plus o n e  v o t e ,  t h e n  a r u n o f f  
e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  be s c h e d u l e d  at l e a s t  t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  

but b e f o r e  t h e  last T u e s d a y  of N o v e m b e r .

* N O T E : . I f  th i s  w e r e  law, all g u b e r n a t o r i a l  r a c e s  e x c e p t  1 9 7 0  
w o u l d  h a v e  r e q u i r e d  a r u n o f f  e l e c t i o n .  E v e n  the d e c i s i v e  

1 7 , 0 0 0  m a r g i n  of t h e  '82 r a c e  left the w i n n e r  w i t h  45%.

T h e  D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s  has the p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  l i m i t s  
set on the c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r u n o f f  w o u l d  be d i f f i c u l t  to m e e t .

As the G o v e r n o r ' s  t e r m  of o f f i c e  is d e f i n e d  in A r t i c l e  III Sec. 4, 

it " sha l l  b e g i n  at n o o n  on t h e  f i r s t  M o n d a y  in D e c e m b e r  f o l l o w i n g  the 
g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n " .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  s e e s  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t  as t h e  end l ir i t  

u n d e r  w h i c h  an HJR 9 s c e n a r i o  c o u l d  o c c u r ,  u n l e s s  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is a m e n d­
ed o r  r e p e a l e d .

O n e  m o n t h  is n o t  e n o u g h  t i m e  to h o l d  and c e r t i f y  t w o  e l e c t i o n s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  as w e a t h e r  r a p i d l y  d e t e r i o r a t e s  in A l a s k a  in N o v e m b e r ,  

w e a t h e r  m a y  p r e v e n t  a n o t h e r  v o t e  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  b a l l o t s  d i s t r i b u t e d  

p r o p e r l y  to all a r e a s  of the s t a t e  or a p r o p e r  c o u n t  c o n d ^ t e d .

F i n a l l y ,  the D i v i s i o n  of E l e c t i o n s ,  a f t e r  r e v i e w i n g  the m a r g i n s  

of v i c t o r y  a n d  p e r c e n t a g e s  of t h e  la s t  6 G o v e r n o r  r a c e s ,  c o n t e n d s  th a t  
to a c h i e v e  a 50% m a r g i n  in t h e  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n  that no m o r e  t h a n  two 
c a n d i d a t e s  s h o u l d  be on the b a l l o t .  O n l y  in t h i s  w a y  c o u l d  r u n o f f  

e l e c t i o n s  be a v o i d e d .  But the D i v i s i o n  d o e s  not a d v o c a t e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  
as it w o u l d  d e n y  a c c e s s  to the b a l l o t  by t h i r d  p a r t y  a n d  w r i t e - i n  

c a n d i d a t e s .



STATE OF ALASKA ____________________________________

FISCAL NOTE ^ P i s i o n  Date__________ , 1933 i

I. REQUEST II. FISCAL DETAIL

Bill/Resolution N o . : C S H J R  8_____________  Agency Affected: O f f i c e  of t h e  G o v e r n o r
Ti t1e:Proposinp; an  a m e n d m e n t . . .   Program Category Aff e c t e d ^-; v -nf Fjipptic

Sponsor: j u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e __________  BRU, Program of Subprogram's; Affected:

Requestor: H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y ______________ D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s ____________________ _

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 1 FY 87 FY 88 1

OPERATING 1 1 I !
100 PERSONAL SERVICES 1 1 ! 1
200 TRAVEL I 1 1
300 CONTRACTUAL 1 1 1

400 COMMODITIES I i

500 EQUIPMENT 1
600 LAND & STRUCTURES !
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC 1

i

TOTAL OPERATING - 0 - -0- - 0 - - 0 -  i - 0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER (Specify Source)

iio11o11o1111c11cz1

1 1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1

PART-TIME I I I ! !
TEMPORARY I I I I

1 1 1

III. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL;

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for any Analysis

Prepared By: p ^ n a  p .  C o f f m a n  -  D e m i t y  D i r e c t o r ___________ Phone: 5 8  6 - 6 1 8 1 _______________
Division: n i y . - j . F n o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s _____________________________ Date:___A p r i l  u . 1 9 8  3

Approved by Commissioner:___________________________________________ Date:___________________________

Department:_____________________________________________________________

Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance

Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)

Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)

Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/83



FISCAL ANALYSIS FOR CSHJR 8

" P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  of 
A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to e l e c t i o n s  for c a n d i d a t e s  for g o v e r n o r  a n d  
l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r  and for m e m b e r s  of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "

T h e  a m e n d m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  b y  th i s  r e s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  a p p e a r  on 
the 1984 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .  B e c a u s e  the D i v i s i o n  of 
E l e c t i o n s  p l a n s  for the i n c l u s i o n  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a m e n d m e n t s  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a f i s c a l  impact.
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