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M a r c h  3/ 1982

1. R e - w r o t e  bill.

'2. D i d  n o t  u s e  A r t i c l e  II, S e c t i o n s  9 and 10, " S P E CI AL
S E S S I O N S "  and " A D J O U R N M E N T . "

m • •

3. U s e d  inst e ad , S e c t i o n  8 " R E G U L A R  S ES S IO NS ."
I.
4. N o  c h a n g e  on S p e c i a l  Se ss io ns .

5. N o  c h a n g e  o n  G o v e r n o r  s e t t l i n g  a d j o u r n m e n t  d i s p u t e s  
b e t w e e n  House.
%

6. 120 - d a y  a d j o u r n m e n t  s t i l l  in the b i l l  b u t  r e s o l u t i o n  
• s i m p l i f i e d  b y  l i m i t i n g  c o n s t i t u t i o m . l  a m e n d m e n t  to
S e c t i o n  8 " R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n s . "

7. L i m i t e d  to one t he n u m b e r  o f  1 0- da y extensions. 
O r i g i n a l  b i l l  said i n c r e m e n t s .

i



HJR12 - CSHJR12

W h a t  w a s  J u d i c i a r y  a m e n d m e n t ?

P l a c e s  c h a n g e  in A r t i c l e  II, Sec. 10, A D J O U R N M E N T ,  
. instead o f  A r t i c l e  II, Sec. 8 R E G U L A R  S E S S I O N S .  N o  
‘s u b s t a n t i v e  c h a n g e ,  b u t  n o w  m a k e s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  

■'‘v o t e  ( 2 / 3 's o f  e a c h  h o u s e )  a p p l i e s  o n l v  t o  r e g u l a r , n o t  
s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s .  ' A l l o w s  o n l y  o n e  1 0 - d a y  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  
1 2 0  - d a y  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  w h e r e  o r i g i n a l  a l l o w e d  u n l i m i t e d  

e x t e n s i o n  " i n c r e m e n t ^ . n

G o v e r n o r  c a n  s t i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  o n e  h o u s e  a n d  a d j o u r n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  i f  d i s a g r e e m e n t  c e r t i f i e d  b y  h o u s e ,  b e f o r e  120 

d a y s ,  p e r  S e c .  10. N o  c h a n g e  t h e r e .



P.O. Box 4-1104 Anchorage, Alaska 99509

BACK-UP INFORMATION TO 2/25 PRESS RELEASE

(Not to be attached to release, hut for answering any questions that may 

arise concerning the release •• copy to Shelby.)
■

%

1. Information gained from: Legislative Rules of each state; Constitutions

& Statutes; CCH Legislative Information Chart.

2. States with limits imposeo' listed below, with additional information:

ALABAMA 

'<■ ARKANSAS 
CONNECTICUT 

rr DELAWARE 

i  FLORIDA
/^.GEORGIA__

i t HAWAII 
•2 IDAHO 

. . . t i INDIANA 
/( KANSAS 
i r KENTUCKY 
•^LOUISIANA 

11 MAINE 
_-•"'MARYLAND —

22 MINNESOTA 
^‘/MISSISSIPPI

^"MISSOURI-----

'^ M O N T A N A  
C9NEBRASKA

-•'NEVADA ______

?i NEW MEXICO 
_2'/NORTH DAKOTA—  

:C OKLAHOMA 
57 RHODE ISLAND

 OUTH-CAROLINA

•"SOUTH DAKOTA 

v:TENNESSEE 

‘ TEXAS 
■ r UTAH -  

VIRGINIA 

WASHINGTON 

^fWEST VIRGINIA 

•̂'’WYOMING

30 days 

60

00 (5 months first year, 3 months 2nd yr. average 80 

120 (Session ends Jur.e 30, average 120 days)

60 

40 
50 

60 

61 •

90

60

60

100
90

60 (Limited to 120 days for two-year terms)

90 •

120 (Session ends June 3o, average 120 days)

90

90

60

60

80

90

60

40

35/40 (Odd years, 40 days, even years, 35 days)

90

140

60

60
105

60

20/40 (Limited to 60 days for a two-year period, 40

legislative days in odd years, 20 in even years.
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For Immediate Release:
For further information please 

contact Jean Peterson, 276-7648

"SESSION LIMITATION IMPOSED IN 33 STATES"

ANCHORAGE, AK. —  -Thirty-three states have imposed a limit on the length of their 

legislative session, according to a study released today by Common Sense for 

Alaska. In a nation wide study of the fifty states' legislative rules under­

taken by the Common Sense for Alaska Research Committee, it was found that the 

session length allowed ranged from 140 days to 20 days with an average of 76 

days per session.

In addition to determining what states have limitations on their session length, 

the committee is also reviewing the legislative rules to determine what states 

allow conference and free conference committees. Additional items under review 

by the committee include the- states' rulos on the following: B . 11 Content;

Definition of "Germane"; Public Notice of Committee Meetings; Recommendations 

Used to Pass Bills Out of Committees; Interim Committees - Authorization if 

Interim Committees are Allowed; Code of Ethics & Discipline; Contracting

_  i
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Procedures; Lobbying Laws; Rules Review <nd Enforcement; Time Limit for 

Committees to Process Bills; Rule Waiver Procedures; Legislative Oversight.

The Research Committee began its study in January by obtaining copies of the 

fifty states' legiv v,ive rules manuals. "There is no comprehensive study like 

this anywhere in the U.S.", noted Covimon Sense President, ^helby Stastny.

"An estimated 500 hours of research will have been spent V  :jnmittee 

members .in compiling this information. Although the maj ' ' ’ n of 

information was gained from the different legislative rules, the committee 

also had to research state constitutions, statutes and other sources of 

information."

The Common Sense Research Committee is composed o f‘the following members:

Jan Faiks, Committee Chair; Ron Brown; Jan Bomhoff; Helen Butcher;

Dr. Art Hippier; Darlene Holt; ‘ James Johnson, CPA; Karen Jordan;

Carol Maser; Paul Robison, Attorney; J. Shelby Stastny, CPA; Kneeland 

Taylor, Attorney.

The Legislative Rules Study is estimated to be completed in March, 1981 at 

which time the results will be made available to the public.
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PACKAGING SI?'MARY #2

STATE

PAGE 4
5/15

1982 •

STATES CONVENES ADJOURNED STATES CONVENES ADJOURNED

Alabama 1-12-82 4-26-82 Mor.tar. N O T  I N S E S S I 0 N

*Alaska 1-11-82 6- 3-82 *Nebras/a 1- 6-82 4-16-82

Arizona 1-11-82 4-24-82 Nevada N O T  I N S E S S I 0 N

Arkansas N O T  I N S E S S I O N New Hampshire N 0 T I N S E S S I 0 N

*Califomia 1- 4-82 New Jersey 1-12-82

Colorado 1- 6-82 5-24-82 New Mexico 1-19-82 2-18-82

Connecticut 2- 3-82 5- 5-82 *New York 1- 6-82

*Delaware 1-12-82 *North Carolina 6- 2-82

Florida 1-18-82 3-25-82 North Dakota N O T  I N S E S S I 0 N

*Georgia 1-11-82 3-26-82 *0hio 1- 5-82

*llawaii 1-20-82 4-23-82 ^Oklahoma 1- 5-82

Idaho 1-11-82 3-24-82 Oregon N O T  I N S E S S I 0 N

^Illinois 1-13-82 ^Pennsylvania 1- s e2
Indiana 1- 5-82 2-20-82 *RJiO.Ie Island 1-.5-S2 5-18-82

*Iowa 1-11-82 4-24-82 *South Carolina 1-12-82

^Kansas 1-11-82 5-14-82 South Dakota 1- 5-8?. 2-27-82

Kentucky 1- 5-82 4-15-82 ^Tennessee 1-18-82 5- 6-82

Louisiana 4-19-82 Texas N O T  I N S E S S I 0 N

Maine 1- 6-82 4-13-82 Utah 1-11-82 1-30-82

Maryland 1-13-82 4-12-82 ^Vermont 1- 5-82 4-22-82

Massachusetts 1- 6-82 Virginia 1-13-82 3-13-82

Michigan 1-13-82 ^Washington 1-11-82 3-11-82

^Minnesota 1-12-82 3-19-82 West Virginia 1-13-82 3-13-82

Mississippi 1- 5-82 4- 4-82 *Wisconsin 1-27-82 4- 2-82

Missouri 1- 6-82 5-15-82 Wyoming 2- 9-82 3- 1-82

-•Pills carried over from 1981 legislative session.
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(See also HJR 3--Same topic--PHILLIPS, FRITZ)

HJR 2 --Proposes amendment to Constitution limiting length of -- HAVES, BARNES, FLOOD,
regular sessions of Legislature. PHILLIPS, FURNACE, AiiOOD

LISKA, COWDERY, SZVMANSK 

TISCHER and FRITZ

1. This would change Article II, Section 8, Constitution of Alaska,
■ REGULAR SESSIONS, to limit of 120 days.

2/ This contains nothing regarding special sessions, or extensions of the 
120 day limit. (See some of the wording of bills introduced in 12th 

Session,. ?

3. If this is placed before voters at next general election, it would
automatically take effect 30 days after certification of election, 
if adopted by the voting public (See Art. XIII, Sec. 1, Amendments).

Thus, no need for effective date to be included.

4. Provision for extension were included in some earlier versions (12th 

Legislature).

IMPACT:

WITNESSES:

FISCAL NOTE (?)

CHANGES:



T H E  i f c l S L A T U R Z  Or TH E  S T A T E  O F  A L A  

T H I R T E E N T H  U r - I S L A T D R E

F I S C A L  N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T
B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  No .  H O U S E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  HO. 2 •__________________

T i t l e  P r o p o s i n g  an a m e n d m e n t  Co the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of th e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a

KKKHNKKKKfrOgT l i m i t i n g  the l e n g t h  of r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n s  D a t e  1 / 2 0 / 8 3 _______

o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  R e q u e s t e d  by: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h a r l i e  B u s s e l l
II. F I S C A L  D E T A I L

A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d ________L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  _

P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d  G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t ______________________________ _

BRU, P r o g r a m ,  O r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s )  A f f e c t e d  S e s s i o n   ”

(Note: I f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  b u d g e t  c o m p o n e n t  is a f f e c t e d ,  s e p a r a t e  l i n e - i t e m  

a m o u n t s ' a n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  i n  the a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n . )

E X P E N D I T U R E S  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

 —     - ■   —

F Y  8 3 F Y  84 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 7 F Y  8 8

10 0  P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S

2 0 0  T R A V E L

3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L

4 0 0  C O M M O D I T I E S

50 0  E Q U I P M E N T
6 0 0  L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S

7 0 0  G R A N T S , C L A I M S , E T C .

-0-

-0-

-n-

-n-
-0-

•

T O T A L

F U N D I N G  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

G E N E R A L  F U N D

F E D E R A L  F U N D S
O T H E R  ( S p e c i f y  S o u r c e )

-0-

,

P O S I T I O N S  N o n e

F U L L  T I M E •

P A R T  T I M E
T E M P O R A R Y

III. A N A L Y S I S  (See F i s c a l  N o t e  P r e p a r a t i o n  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  III)

T h e r e  is n o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t  for t h a  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  to p l a c e  an 

i s s u e  b e f o r e  the v o t e r s  as that is t h e  D i v i s i o n ' s  f u n c t i o n .

IV. D A T E 0 1 - 2 1 - 8 3 i r e c t o r , Admin.

O r i g i n a l :  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

cr.t B u d g e t  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t

P r i m e  S p o n s o r  ( F i r s t  L e g i s l a t o r  N a m e d )  

3 3 - 0 0 1  (Rev. 1 2 / 8 2 )

. P R E P A R E D  B Y  W a n y  ___________________________

A G F N C Y  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y

P H O N E  4 6 5 - 3 P 5 0  :

1

S v c s .



\ V A y *| ' I  '  '  0enate committee session limit!
White
mrauDurnu
ieau — A Senate committee 
proved a new version of a pro- 
constitutional amendment to 

ihe lengths of legislative scs-

cr dickering with, three ver- 
of the limit, the Senate Tran- 
lion Committee approved a 
over the jesting protests of Its 

nan, Juneau Democrat Bill

e latest proposal, put forth by 
Ed Dankworth, R-Anchorage,. 
limit sessions to 120 days. That 

i could be extended once for 15

days If fi majority of each house 
agreed. ’

Dankworth said he first wanted a 
10-day extension, but he compro­
mised with Senate President Jay 
Kerttula, D-Palmer, who wanted a 
2M ay extension.

The Dankworth Version replaces 
. three other proposals: ■- *

—One that would limit sessions to 
120 days with no extensions.-Tnls 
passed the House.

— One that called for a vote by 
lawmakers on the 110th day on 
whether they want to adjourn by the 
120th day. This passed the Transpor­
tation Committee lost week. But

Roy retrieved it to offer a bill that 
would be more acceptable to die 1 
House and to senators who want a 
strict limit on session lengths.1.

— A new committee proposal, 
which would call for a vote’on the 
110th day on whether the session 
should extend beyond 120 days.

The issue comes on the heels of a 
record 16Way session last year and 
In the midst of ar. effort by House 
leaders to adjourn as promised by 
the 105th day — April 25 — this year. 
The main sponsor of the resolution Is 
House Speaker Joe Hayes, R-An­
chorage.
. Slightly more than half the states

ncfit of the executive and judicial 
branches. \

But Ray clearly was outnum-

In tho nation have session limits, . 
ranging in length from 20 days for ' 
the second-year session In Utah to 1  ̂ But Ray 
125 days for the second session In :. bered by fellow committee members 
Mississippi ond 140 days for Texas* < Dankworth, Kerttula and Kenal Re- 
biennial session. • , publican Don GUman, all supporters

In addition to regular sessions, -, of a limit.
. special sessions may be called by all ! • ; Ray took a voice vote on the new 
governors and by 23 legislatures (In-r[. version. "A ll those In favor, of (the 
eluding Alaska), according to the /Vresolution), drop dead,”  he said Jok- ■ 
National Conference'of Stale Legls- ;. i Ingly, Then he ,8ald his lone "no"
latures. . ■ • r ................7.1'vote c a r r i e d . •' . :

Ray made several joking at- Ja£*. . I'-irttula also has urged that the ' 
tempts Tuesday to quash the resolu- , '  Legislature be careful In muddling 
tlon quietly. He said he adamantly with one branch of government wlth- 
opposes a lim it because it constrains out checking how that action affects 
one branch of government to the b e -• the other branches.: . ,

* i f
* t  *

The Senate president noted titai:] 
the Legislature generally docsni-f 

. mpel on weekends, and the House la' 
meeting only three days a week this 
year.

Dankworth said a more effective 
limit would be to restrict legislators 
to no more than a specific number of • 
terms In office. ‘ '. .. VZf.

Ray argued that constituents etf 
pect miracles from legislators, "and 
now they expect to put a time IlfnQ, 
on when the miracles are going -tp 
h a p p e n .... » ’

" I  don't think you could hate- 
done a competent Job In 120 days In 
•he last five years," he said. *v

My Turn
By SUZANNE JANSON

I favor a no-nonsense, straight-fonvard limitation on the length- 
of our Legislative sessions. Parkinson's Law states "work expands 
to fill the time allowed." Applied to the Legislature, the Ex­
ecutive Branch or private enterprise, It is not only appropriate but 
virtually a truism! Any organization to be efficient and thereby ei- 
fccllve, must plan and establish standards of operation and goals.

Each year one of the major work products of our legislature Is 
the stale budget. It amounts to a dollars and cents plan of opera­
tion for the coming year and Is based on the individual goals hr  
the many governmental functions which make up our sLite 
government. It also Imposes limitations on government functions 
in the sense that Urey cannot do what '.hey are not funded to dol 
In a very literal sense we can say tl.at what funding Is nlade 
available limits what time Is available— fcc'ause time la money 
and visa versa.

Can you Imagl"...- awarding a contract to construct a building 
without limiting bow long It would take or how much It would 
cost? As taxpayers that's exactly what we are doing each year 
with our legislature. Wc are awarding a contract to construct our 
state with no limitation on how long it will tokel Llkr Parkinson’s 
Law we can say, "the Lcglslaure expands to f ill the time

‘-‘ .Vi v.VlfAv.vr: *

t V '
!<y ->  * ‘.vis

allowed”— or—1"the Legislature expends what, funds are 
available." Remember—time Is money and visa vena.

Let’s review a few facts which to me are very ialev«nt to the 
question of limiting the length of our legislative sessions. Thirty- 
three other states limit their sessions with the average belna 76 
days. Limits range from 20 to 140 days, with the vast majority be­
ing between 60 and 90 days. Here, In Alaska, no session exceeded 
95 days until 1970, when we endured 147 days. Since that time 
ihcrc have been two sessions less than 100 days—In 1973 and 
1974—when tire House was ied by a Republican under coalition— 
as is now the case. In 1972 and-1978 the i rsslons lasted 161 days, 
and In i960 it  was 145 days. But last year was the toppcrl Lost year 
our legislature spent 165 days In session under the "leadership" of 
a House Speaker who Is a present member of our local delegaUon! 
A new and regretable record, which was made even worse when 
you consider that It took the leadership 22 days Just to organize 
the House! ' - • • •

Please bear in mLid that each and every dayot the sessions cost 
’ YOU and l about $40,000.00—Just to run the Legislature! Finally, 
it has been shot m that millions of dollars are added to (lie state 
budget each day that the Legislature remains In free-conference.

Session Limits
"interestlngljTTast^eaT^ecord length' session produced our 
slate’s largest ever budgett < 1 - ‘ ;

, When I Consider the Issue of limiting the length of the 
legislative session, I can’t help hut remember the fact that w e , 
Alaskans are Just slightly over 400,000 strong—small In population 
wher, compared to our sister states to the South. Here are some, 
more facts to consider. The 33 states that limit their length of ses­
sions have an average population of 3,105,230 compared to our 
407,500. Again, their average limited session Is 76 dayr, whereas; 
our average session length has teen 135 days, and the curve oon%' 
llnues to climb upwardl Consider Texas—oil and natural resource '■ 
rich, a widely diversified large state with many of the like cultural 

" variances that Alaska has, but with over 13 million people with a ll: 
of the attendant social problems and Issues relevant to 13 million 
people, and Texas has been able to limit their legislature to 140 
days In session! • I.-. ’

I  find no sensible reason not to limit our Legislative sessions. 
You and 1—the people—should decide tills Issue—not the 
Legislature! We must Insist on a "Can-Do" spirit from 
legislators—one which is very simply a working partnership 
between them and us I -!•: ' .  , *• >- *<-.



I '  / / 1 h  . : - g S 8  . 1 1 1  o e n a i e

Hearing promised 
on session limit'&

i 0 %.

-V r? ■<

By JON MATTHEWS / • „
Daily News reporter V

J U N E A U  — House Speaker . 
Joe Hayes, R-Anchorage, said 
M onday he hopes p u b lic  opin- 
io n w i l l  s tee r the  Senate in to  
acting on a  House-passed p ro ­
posal to  l im i t  -the le n g th  o f 
leg is la tive  sessions.'. V

A nd  Senate T ransporta tion  
Chairm an B i l l  Ray, D-Juneau, 
said M onday he is  p lann ing  to 
ho ld  a hea ring  on the measure 
at an unspecified  fu tu re  date.
• Senate P residen t Jay K e r t­

tu la , . D -P a lm er, la s t week 
upset House leaders when he" 
re ferred the  proposed 120-day 
.session l im i t  to  R ay’s Trans­
p o rta tio n  C om m ittee. The re­
fe rra l to  th e  unre la ted  panel 
was seen as an ea rly , Senate- 
backed death fo r  the constitu ­
t io n a l b a llo t  question, one o f 
the conservative  House coa li­

t io n 's  p r io r it ie s  fo r  the 1982 
leg is la ture . - •• •- “  :

“ I  tend no t to  le t m yse lf 
get too  ang ry ,’ '  said Hayes. 
“ B u t I  th in k  it 's  fa i r ly  ob­
vious th a t the re fe rra l o f a 
co n s titu tio n a l issue to  Trans­
p o rta tio n  is c le a rly  outside 
the scope o f the subject m a t­
te r  o f the com m ittee .”  ’

Ray sa id  on the Senate

f lo o r ,  th a t ’ he be lieves" h is  
tran spo rta tio n  panel can • and 
w i l l  take  a. balanced io o k  a t 
the session l im i t  issue, w ith  
some ..members in  fa vo r o f 
Ivm iting  sessions and/o thers, 
in c lu d in g  K e rttu la , s t i l l  unde­
cided. . . - •• ' ■ • ~

Ray sa id  a hearing w i l l  be 
held poss ib ly  w ith in  the next 
10 days b u t th a t his com m it­
tee m ust f ir s t  deal w ith  such 
Issues as the proposed state 
takeover o f the A laska  R a il: 
road. . ' V

“ I ’ l l  m ake  some p u b lic  
com m ents l ik e  th is , ’ ’ sa id  
Hayes, asked how  he w ou ld  
react to  the T ransporta tion  
C om m ittee  re fe rra l. “ B u t I  
th in k  i t ’s going to be fa ir ly  
obvious to  the pub lic  tha t 
several members o f the Sen­
ate are so ft on ‘l im it in g  ses­
sion length. . • . • ? '■■ ■•

' “ I  th in k  there is a lo t  o f 
p u b lic  support fo r  the issue."

e Associated Press *. ■ • • •
\ J U N E A U  —  A  House-passed 
ilesolution calling for a constitu-,. 
tional .amendment to limit the ’’ 
length of legislative sessions 
m a y  be doomed to a slow death 
in the Senate.,., • . ' / ’ i
.1 Senate President Jalmar 
Kerttula, D-Palmer, Friday re­
ferred the measure to the Judi­
ciary and .Transportation com-' 
mittees for h e a r i n g s . ! -T±
{ The House resolution is ex-;.; 
pected to bog • down in the 
Transportation Committee. Vf"
| Asked when the resolution 
might get a hearing, Transport." 
fation Chairman BQ1. Ray, D<. 
Juneau, said “this afternoon’!/ 
and chuckled. Ray joked that’, 
he m a y  hold public hearings on" 
the proposed constitutional, 
amendment in' Anaktuvuk Pass. 
and Unalpkleeb. ',r.Vi >. 
j-'The Senate Judiciary C o m­
mittee has twice?vqted,down a 
Senate resolution ‘Thar would 
limit the length of-legislative 
sessions to 120 days with a 
possible seven-day extension.
V The House version of- the 
legislation would limit regular 
sessions to 120 days with no. 
extension allowed. . V

Judiciary Chairman Patr 
Rodey, D-Ahchorage, said a 
majority of the committee 
doesn’t favor the resolution, 
“so, I could not move it” to a 
vote of the full Houser 
; Rodey said he supports the 
resolution.

H e  said his committee inay 
consider the Senate version of 
the legislation for a third time. ;

If approved by the legisla­
ture, the session-limiting plan, 
would need to be ratified by 
voters. ■ ;
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who’s pushing the proposal In the 
Senate, said last week he is one vote 
short of the 14 needed to put the lim it 
on the ballot. One observer said 
today that the seven “ no”  votes are 
just as adamant against the lim it as 
the 13 ’yes’ votes are for it.

Senate President Jay Kerttula, 
D-Patmer, said today he sent the res­
olution to Ray’s panel for two rea­
sons: that committee Isn't too busy 
now and some of the Senate’s top 
leaders, including himself, sit on the 
five-member panel.

Ray said the complaints about the 
measure going to him are a slap in 
the face. "What are people trying to 
say, that I'm  not competent to con­
duct a fa ir hearing?" Ray asked. 
‘You can rest assured it will get a

fair hearing.'
nnuarvriirv

ported a limit. "The courts are ask- 
■ ing for more judges because they 
have more work. • - ■

"The administration, they’re 
busier all the time. We give them 300 . 
to 500 new employees every year. 
And yet you want to cut down on the 
Legislature." It's a separation of 
powers issue, he said.

" I  think we have so many compli­
cated problems. When the critics say 
we’re not working, God, we’re work­
ing all the time,’ he said.

The Alaska Legislature, unlike 
most state legislatures, has no reve­
nues that are committed for specific, 
programs, he said. All money goes 
Into the state’s general fund, and the 
Legislature must sort through com­
peting interests in allocating that 
money, he said.

"You're talking about hundreds 
of millions of dollars. They want us 
to just come in and make snap judg­
ments?"

Also, the governor frequently 
d r o D S  major bills on the Legislature

late in the session, Ray said, refer­
ring to Gov. Jay Hammond’s pro­
posal for a permanent fund dividend 
backup plan Introduced, last week. 
The Legislature needs time If it ’s to 
handle these bills properly, he said.

Other members of Ray’s com­
mittee are split on the proposed 
limit.

Sen. John Sackett, R-Ruby, said a 
session lim it "just limits ourselves."

Sens. Ed Dankworth,’ R-Anchor­
age, and Don Gilman, R-Kenai, both 
said they support the lim it Dank­
worth said he thinks 120 days Is too 
long. Gilman said he might make a 
motion to move the bill from com­
mittee. But he said he must be care­
ful not to cross any of his powerful 
colleagues who oppose the limit. " I  
don't want to get my head pinched 
off," he said.

Kerttula said he favors a limit. 
But any proposal must contain a pro­
vision to extend the limit. The resolu­
tion contains no such wording as it 
c a m e  f r o m  the House.



to remain in session as long as necessary ta finish important 
b u s in e ss ..'v-S -.y .*  5 .  ■■■

Sen. Bob Ziegler, D-Ketchikan, told tbe TransportationCommit­
tee the House plan is too restrictive. \  '... 1'...
. “ The Idea, as great as it  might sound, is neither wise nor respon­

sible,'' Ziegler said. "Hasty decisions.ate invariably bad deci­
sions.” . • : cw- •

Sen. )3d Dankworth, R-Anchorage, comparing tbe Legislature to 
the bonrd of directors of a major land and oil company, wondered 
whether legislative business could be done in 120 ds/s each year.

“ I  really believe we could get our work done In 90 days," Hayes 
told the committee. “You need to put some time constraints on 
whatever project yon undertake.

"Psychologically and otherwise," Hayes said, "there are certain­
ly some merits to I t ”  ' - .  X :-

Dankworth said he favors a limit on the length of legislative ses­
sions, but noted that in his six yean as a lawmaxer the Line needed 
to complete the Legislature's business has varied..

The Alaska Legislature does "more than any other state would 
dream of doing,”  he said, pointing to last year's deliberations on 
how to appropriate $8 billion. . •, ........'

r a n e i  w c t i o . a  — -

By The At sedated Press
: A watered-down version of a House resolution calling for a 
statewide vote on a constitutional amendment limiting the length 
of legislative sessions emerged from the Senate Transportation 
Committee on Tuesday.  ._ _ . . • •.

I t  Is "better than nothing, but not much,”  said House Speaker 
Joe Hayes, R-Amhorage. * .

The committee's resolution calls for the House end Senate to 
vote on or before tbt 120th day of regular legislative sessions on 
whether to adjonm. ' "  ~*‘

The resolution passed by the House would mandr'e adjourn­
ment on the 120th day.' . - /  ., ••

Proposed amendments to the Alaska .Constitution must be ap­
proved by a two-thirds vote in each house and ratified by voters. .

Transportation Chairman Bill Ray, D-Juneau, said his com­
mittee’s proposal gives voters what they want, the opportunity to

“ That h ie , « f a  yf . ̂ t e , "  Dankworth said.

Common it sees as “ the trend
to- ml ■ « “ ■

George ^  ^  State Chamber o
Commerce, echoed theexem  - -  •

“The concept 'of a^dtka’i  re<ahtnr- is one to which oi’J
members Juhscribe," he said.   i

Paula ZiA-la-' .  t *anie of Women Voters of
aS ,  idea of stopping
somewhere along tbefinetM w tiitf on the-matter," but she said 
the league faced the S t ^ S n t » the T r a c t io n  Com­
mittee in toying to deride when that vote should be taken. . ..

• The resolution'(SCSTSRm 1 s Tranmortation) moves to the 
Senate Judlrianf'fh m m ^ ^  ^bem *  resolution limiting leg-' 
Islative - - - -m it i e e  B p r o p o s a l  £ i r a  v u u a *  w u a v  l l t c j  n o u h  WJC v ^ p v i u A i u t j  M /. ---------- -------------___________________________________________

see their representatives held publicly accountable for the length islative sessions to 220 dan. aha a possible seven-day extension, 
of a session. . $  v i: i .u ; .; v >'■ -'f

~ ‘ -«*r l  I f  rm tn* f t ia  T c r f r le la  f r r r t s  fh n  f l e r l h n i h r  _ — r■ » " »

House ’s session limit bill chanqed
The Associated Press

J U N E A U  -  A  w a te re d - 
down vers ion  o f a House reso­
lu tio n  c a llin g  fo r  a sta tew ide 
v o te  on a c o n s t itu t io n a l 
a m e n d m e n t l im i t in g  th e  
length  o f leg is la tive  sessions 
em erged f ro m  th e  Senate  
T ra n s p o r ta t io n  C o m m itte e  
Tuesday. >

The com m ittee ’s reso lu tion  
calls fo r  the  House and Sen- 

( ate to  vo te  on o r before the 
s 120th  day o f  regu la r leg isla- 
! t iv e  sessions on w he ther to 
' adjourn. The reso lu tion  pass- 
le d  by  the House w ou ld  man- 
'd a te  a d jo u rn m e n t on the  
j 120th  day.
1 P roposed am endm ents to  
the A laska  C o ns titu tion  m ust 
be approved b y  a tw o -th ird s  
vote  in  each house and ra t i­
fied  b y  voters.

T ra n s p o rta tio n  C ha irm an  
B i l l  Ray, D-Juneau, said h i*  
c o m m itte e ’s p roposa l g ives 
voters w h a t they w an t, the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  see th e ir  repre­
sentatives held p u b lic ly  ac­
countable fo r  the length  o f a 

.session. . .
• Sen. Bob Ziegler, D -K etch i­

kan, said the House p lan  is 
too . re s tr ic tive . “ H asty deci­
sions are in v a r ia b ly  bad deci­
sions,”  he said.

Sen. Ed D ankw orth , R-An- 
.chorage , sa id  he w onde rs  
w he ther leg is la tive  business 
could be done in  120 days 
each year.

“ I  re a lly  believe we could 
get o u r  w o rk  done in  90 
dayi-,’ ’ sa id  House Speaker 
Joe . H ayes, R -A nchorage. 
"Y o u  need-to  p u t some tim e  
c o n s tra in ts  on w h a te v e r  
p ro jec t you undertake.

K nee ly T a y lo r  o f Common 
Sense fo r  A laska  said shorter 
sessions mean be tte r govern­
ment. Common Sense is  con­
cerned about w ha t i t  sees as 
“ the trend  tow ard  a fu ll- tim e  
professional leg is la tu re .”

Paula Z ieg ler, president o f 
the League o f Women Voters 
o f A laska , .said the organiza­
t io n  " fa vo rs  the idea o f stop­
p in g  som ew here a long  the 
lin e  and v o tin g  on the m at­
te r ,"  b u t she said they faced. 

. the same predicam ent as the 
T ransporta tion  Com m ittee in  
try in g  to  decide when tha t 
vo te  should be taken.

The reso lu tion  moves to  the 
Senate Ju d ic ia ry  Committee 
where a reso lu tion  lim it in g  
le g is la t iv e  sessions to  120 
days, p lus a possible seven- 
day extension, has tw ice  died.
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by Ralph Nichols 
TfascaWrtlar

\ Members of the Anchorage 
Chamber of Commerce were told 

. Monday that it  isn’t realistic to get a. 
. proposed constitutional amendment 

I {.- limiting legislative sessions to 90 
days through fee Legislature. •

. _t-.' Rep. Richard ■ Halford,' R-Chu- 
■giak, said it .’ tis a 'case where you 

I.cannot allow the perfect (a 90-day 
I . -'limit) to get In 'Jie way of the better 

(a 12iklay lim it).”  And, he said, get­
ting a proposed amendment limiting, 
legislative sessions to 120 days on the 
November ballot “ Is within the 
realm of possibility.’*

_ session limit termed unrealistl
Sen. Tim Kelly, R-Anchorage,' ' spoke with their representatives via 

agreed. He said “ somthing is better a live televisioq hookup. • '  
than nothing,”  adding that his r e s o lu - . Rep. Joe Montgomery, R-Anchor-
tion to lim it legislative sessions to 
120. days with a provision for one 
seven-day extension probably will be 
supported by every senator from An­
chorage.' .-
. '• Kelly said most of the opposition 
to limiting; legislative sessions Is 
coming from lawmakers from the 
Southeast and the Bush, ;

The comments came, during a 
chamber luncheon program Intended; 
to update the Anchorage business 
community on various legislative ac­
tivities. Members of-the audience :

quences of reducing the bud 
Cotton singled out con 

tection, day care services,. 
nicipal assistance as jusft t ' 
where he thinks the impact i 
cutbacks hasn't been consid^ 
equately.

age, said the Legislature supports 
education statewide, and that any 
budget cuts in appropriations f^r 
either public schools or the Univer- 

. sity. of Alaska “ will be made very, * Sen.' Pat Rodey, D^Ant 
.very cautiously.”  said the state urgently needs
'  - Taking a look at overall budget- anism to administer capital 
. cutting efforts, Rep. Sam Cotton, ments, and Rep. David Cu

D-Eagle River, said he doesn't dis- { ’chorage* said he favors 
agree with the general philosophy of tighter controls on capital 
reducing the state’s general operat- 

,'ing budget for the 1983 fiscal year.
But, he continued, "there is not 
enough thought into the conse-

llmitation 01....ment with 
spending.

Referring to a proposti 
capital investments administ 
an independent board, much 
investment fund, Rodey 
legislature does riot really 
give up its power oyer (cap! 
propria tions '

Rep. Ramona Barnes, R-, 
age, lobbied for a bill crackin 
on driving while Intoxicated, 
"there should never be an exi 
a drunk driver to get bel 
wheel of a vehicle." 
Charles Anderson, R-Anc. 
called a new drug bill “ a vJ

Juneau — Senate leaders today 
denied accusations by House 
Speaker Joe Hayes, R-Anchorage, 
that they are trying to kill a proposal 
to limit legislative sessions to 120 
days.

Sen. Bill Ray said he will give a 
proposal to limit legislative sessions 
to 120 days a fair hearing next week, 
even though he personally opposes 
such a limit. . -

The Juneau Democrat chairs the 
Transportation Committee, to which 
the proposed constitutional amend­
ment was referred In an unusual ac­
tion. Normally the proposal would go

to the State Affairs Committee, and 
observers were saying over the 
weekend that the measure was given 
to Ray to kill It. . . .  '•

Hayes said that giving the bill to 
Ray’s committee "Is an effort to kill 
It. The Senate used to send bills to 
Labor and Commerce (Committee) - 

■ when they wanted to kill them. Ap­
parently the committee of no return 
this year Is Transportation. I look at 
It as someone being soft on the bill."

The House passed the measure- 
last week, a year after the Leg­
islature met for a record 165-day ses-r 
siori. . ! * ’ i . • - :

Sen. Tim Kelly, R-Anchorage, • - 
. (See LIMIT, page A-4)
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