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State  of Alaska 

Fiscal Note 

HB 279

IV Analysis:

o This b i l l  would e f fec t  PERS by reducing PERS 
cost to the court systems by 13.18% of 
magistrates covered payroll of $966,690 
($21,015 average X 46 magistrates) for FY 84.

o This b i l l  woul 1 e f fe c t  JRS by increasing JRS 
cost to the court systems by 65.82% of the 
magistrates covered payroll of $966,690 for 
FY 84.

o The net e f fec t  of th is  b i l l  would be an increase 
in cost to the s t a te  of 52.64% (65.82% - 13.18%) 
of the magistrates covered payroll or $508,900 
($966,690 X 52.64%) for  FY 84. *

o This revision is a r e s u l t  of new sa lary  data 
provided by the Alaska Court System.

This is a revised fiscal note for HB 279.



Position Paper 

HB 279

The Department s trongly opposes th i s  b i l l .  This b i l l  would t r a n s fe r  the 
magistrates from the PERS to the Judicia l  Retirement System. I t  would 
serve no apparent, useful public purpose to o ffse t  the much higher  costs 
to the State . The ra t iona le  which has been advanced fo r  the extraordinary 
benefi ts  provided judges and j u s t i c e s —that  they are necessary to a t t r a c t  
and re ta in  f i r s t - r a t e  a t torneys who would earn more money in pr ivate  
p rac t ic e —does not appear to apply in the case of Magistrates. 
Magistrates are present ly  provided adequate coverage under the PERS.

*• • ' . . _ . —    * ■ *
Lisa Rudd; Commissioner of Administration Date
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Sta te  of Alaska 

Fiscal Note 

HB 279

IV Analysis: This i s  a revised f i s c a l  note for  H8 279.

o This b i l l  would e f f e c t  PERS by reducing PERS 
cost  to the  court  systems by 13.18% of 
magistrates  covered payroll of  $966,690 
($21,015 average X 46 magistrates)  fo r  FY 84.

o This b i l l  would e f fe c t  JRS by increasing JRS 
cost  to  the court  systems by 65.82% of the 
magistra tes  covered payroll of $966 690 for  -£
FY 84.

o The net e f f e c t  of th i s  b i l l  would be an increase 
in cost  to  the  s t a t e  of 52.64% (65.82% - 13.18%) 
of the magistrates  covered payroll or $508,900 
($966,690 X 52.64%) fo r  FY 84.

o This rev is ion  i s  a r e s u l t  of new sa lary  data 
provided by the Alaska Court System.



P . O .  B O X  1 8 7 .  T O K ,  A L A S K A  9 9 7 8 0  
9 0 7 - 8 8 3 - 5 1 7 2

The Honorable Charlie Bussell 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V, Mail Stop 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Bussell: Re: House Bill #279
Magistrate1s Retirement

I wish to thank you for introducing the subject bill on 
behalf of the Alaska Association of Magistrates. It is a good 
feeling to know that the magistrates have your support.

If you wish information from me as to why I feel magistrates 
should be included in the judicial r atirement system, I weald be 
more than happy to send copies of letters I have sent to individual 
legislators this year as well as in the past. I am hesitant to 
burden you with more reading material than time will permit.

Again, my appreciation for your support of this bill.

Sincerely,

Iris A. Lathrop



of Alaska Magistrates 
Box 735
Wrangell, Alaska 99929 
March 15, 1983

To: Sen. Bill Ray
Sen. Joe Josephs on 
Sen. Richard Eliason 
Sen. Robert Ziegler, Sr. 
Sen. Fritz Pettyjohn 
Sen. Don Bennett 
Sen. John Sackett 
Sen. Frank Ferguson 
Sen. Jan Faiks 
Sen. Vic Fischer 
Sen. Bob Mulcahy 
Sen. Pappy Moss 
Rep. Charlie Bussell 
Rep. John Liska 
Rep. Joe Hayes 
Rep. Ramona Barnes

Rep.

Rep.
Rep.

Rep.
Rep.

Rep.

Rep.
Rep.

Rep.

Rep.

Rep.
Rep.

Rep.

Rep.
Rep.

Hugh Malone 
Donald Clocksin 
Ron Wendte 
Al Adams 
Robert 
Vem Hurlbert 
Sam Pestinger 
Ben Grussend.jr l 
Terry Martin 
Jerry Ward 
Joe Flood 
John Lindauer 
Jim Duncan 
Fred Zharoff 
Jack McBride

Enclosed are copies of materials and correspondence relating to Senate 
Bill 20. Senator Ziegler sponsored this bill and it is new co-sponsored 
by Senator Moss. A companion bill will be filed in the House within the 
next few days.

On behalf of the magistrates in the State of Alaska I ask your support 
of this bill. If you have any questions, please contact me at 874-2311 
or 874-3989; a board member of the Association (listing attached); or 
your local magistrate.

Thank you for your interest and assistance.

Sincerely,

Linda Hartshorn 
Secretary/Treasi irer

r



ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA MAGISTRATES

BOARD MEMBERS

First District

Linda Hartshorn, Secretary/Treasurer 
Box 869
Wrangell, Alaska 99929 874-2311 or 874-3989

Marilyn Hanson 
P.O. Bax 910
Sitka, Alaska 99835 747-6271

Second District

Marie Beans 
Box 211
Mt. Village, Alaska 99632 591-2149

Lowell Anagick 
Box 185
Unalakleet,, Alaska 99684 624-3015

Third District

Jess Nicholas 
Pouch I
Kenai, Alaska 99611 283-3110

Sheldon Sprecker, President 
Box 86
Glennallen, Alaska 99588 822-3405 or 822-3726

Brian Johnson 
Box 860
Palmer, Alaska 99645 745-4284

Fourth District

Alice Lathrop 
Box 187
Tok, Alaska 99780 883-5171

Barbara Macfarlane 
Box 41
Heady, Alaska 99743 683-2213 or 683-2589



tErial Courts
jfealt at a i i i l i

FIRST JUD IC IA L DISTRICT 
P. O. BOX 869 

WRANGELL. ALASKA  
99929

March 10, 1981

Senator Robert H. Ziegler, Sr. 
pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Ziegler:

Enclosed are copies of a letter and Senate Dill 20 which were 
sent to each magistrate in the state. I am also enclosing copies 
of the information received frcm Alaska Court System fiscal officer 
Bob Fisher and Supreme Court Order Ho. 544 relating to magistrate 
salaries.

It seems tbs lack of enthusiasm for this bill is based on tee 
thought that magistrates are not judges, per se, and an aversion to 
the administrative paperwork wtiich would inevitably follow passage 
of the bill. We feel we are judges and would hazard a guess that 
most persons who have come before us would be of the same opinion.
In support of our stand we offer the following:

Buckalew v Hoiloway 604 P2d 240 (1979)
Alaska Supreme Court determination that magistrates are "judges" 

within the rreaning of Article IV, Section 4 of tee Alaska Constitution.

AS 22.15.020
Number of district court judges and magistrates listed for the 

district court of each judicial district.

AS 22.15.100 and 22.15.110
lusts functions, powers and additional duties of district court 

judges and magistrates.

AS 22.15.120
Limitations on proceedings which a magistrate may tear.

AS 22.15.220(c)
Requirement that district judges and magistrates must file an 

affidavit monthly to receive salary.

AS 22.15.240
Appeals frcm magistrate judgments are tend led tee same as teose 

from a district court judge judgnent.



Sena tea: Robert H. Ziegler, Sr. 
March 10, 1983 
Page ‘IWo

AS 22.20.010
~  Judicial officer defined. "The term 'judicial officer' means a 
supreme ccurt justice, including the chief justice, a judge of the 
ccurt of appeals, a judge of the superior court, a district court 
judge and a magistrate."

Criminal Rule 56(b)
Definitions. "Magistrate" includes magistrates, district court 

judges, superior court judges and any other judicial officer author­
ized by law to conduct a preliminary examination of a person accused 
of a crime.

Administrative Rule 21(b)
Requirement of magistrate to wear black judicial robe as do all 

other judges.

Administrative Rule 24(f)
Assignment of Judicial Officer. "In this rule, 'judicial officer' 

means a superior court judge, district court judge or magistrate."

Administrative Rule 28(b)
Judicial vacations and leave outline.! for district court judges 

and magistrates.

AS 22.25.010(g)
Magistrates not included as "judges" under the judicial retire­

ment system.

The last citation is the only one which excludes magistrates as 
judges. Vie feel the duties we perform are those of a district court 
judge with seme jurisdictional limitations. Vie are on 24-hour call, 
as required by statute and rule, to perform "judicial" functions.
Many of us sit as masters in superior court matters and are standing 
masters in children's cases.

I have copied those sections of the statutes and rules pertaining 
to jurisdiction, duties, etc,, and would make tlrese available to you 
if you so desire.

Mr. Van Doran lias agreed to supply me with a copy of tbs fiscal 
note on this bill as socn as your office receives it. I spoke with 
Bob Fisher yesterday and he said the fiscal note should be in Juneau 
by tomorrow.

'Ihank you for you continued support ot: the magistrates.

T

Sincerely,

Linda Hartshorn 
Magistrate



THE  SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
ORDER HO . 54 4

R e l a t i n g  t o  M a g i s t r a t e  
S a l a r i e s .

I T  I S  -ORDERED!

S u p r em e  C o u r t  O r d e r  H o .  451 i s  r e s c i n d e d  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
i s  a d o p t e d  a s  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  s a l a r y  s c h e d u l e !

1 . T h e r e  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s i x  s a l a r y  l e v e l s  f o r  m a g i s ­
t r a t e  p o s t s .  T h e  b a s e  a n n u a l  s a l a r y  f o r  e a c h  l e v e l  i s  a s  
f o l l o w s :

M a g i s t r a t e  I  510,161
M a g i s t r a t e  I I  514,115
M a g i s t r a t e  I I I  520,410
M a g i s t r a t e  I V  511,291
M a g i s t r a t e  V 519,812
M a g i s t r a t e  V I  546,476

G e o g r a p h i c  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  s h a l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t u t e s .

2 . E a c h  m a g i s t r a t e  l o c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  a 
s a l a r y  l e v e l  b a s e d  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  w h i c h  t h e  c o u r t  
s y s t e m  e x p e c t s  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  t o  w o r k  i n  o r d e r  
t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  c o u r t  w o r k l o a d  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  
T h e  m in im u m  n u m b e r  o f  h o u r s  o f  w o rk  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  
i n  e a c h  u a i a r y  l e v e l  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s !

H o u r s  P e r  Week 
S a l a r y  L e v e l  ( a n n u a l  a v e r a g e )

M a g i s t r a t e  I  15
M a g i s t r a t e  I I  20
M a g i s t r a t e  I I I  27.5
M a g i s t r a t e  I V  * 17.5
M a g i s t r a t e  V 17.5
M a g i s t r a t e  V I  17.5

T h i s  i s  a n  a n n u a l  a v o r a g e  o f  t h o  w e e k l y  w o r k  h o u r s .  
S e a i o i i a l  v a r i a t i o n s  I n  w o r k l o a d  a t  c e r t a i n  l o c a t i o n s  w i l l  
r e q u i r e  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e s  a t  t h o s a  l o c a t i o n s  t o  w o r k  l o n q o r  h o u r s  
d u r i n g  some p a r t s  o f  t h o  y e a r  a n d  s h o r t e r  h o u r s  d u r i n g  o t h e r  
p a r t  s o f  t h e  y e a r .

T h e  s a l a r i e s  l i s t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  1. a b o v e  a r a  f o r  t h e  n um b e r  
o f  h  i u r s  p e r  w eek  l i s t e d  i n  s e c t i o n  2. p l u s  24-hou.r o n - c a l l  
a v a i l  i b l l i t y  f o r  e m e r g e n c i e s . T h e s e  s a l a r i e s  a l s o  i n c l u d e  
c om pe  i s a t i o n  f o r  f u l l - t i m e  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a l l  r e q u i r e d  t r a i n i n g  
c o u r n i  s .

1 . M a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h o  s a l a r y  
l a v e l s  a s  f o l l o w s !

M a g i s t r a t e  V I  

K o n a i  K o d i a k  P a lm e r

M a g i s t r a t e  V 

G l e n n a l l o n  S ew a r d  S i t k a



M a g i s t r a t e  I V

•T
1

B a r r o w
B e t h e l
C o r d o v a
C r a i g
D i l l i n g h a m

H a i n e s
K o t z e b u e
t l e n a n a / H e a l y
Nome
P e t e r s b u r g

Tok
U n a l a s k a
W r a n g e l l

M a g i s t r a t e  I I I

C o l d  Bay 
F t .  Y uk o n  
G a l e n a

H o o n a h
N a k n ek
Y a k u t a t

— M a g i s t r a t e  I I

A n i a k  
D e l t a  J e t .

S e l a w i k
S e l d o v i a

Ska gw ay

— M a g i s t r a t e  I

A n g o o n  
Enmonak  
C a m b e l l  
H o o p e r  l a y  
K ak e

K i a n a  
M c G r a t h  
M e k o r y u k  
M t .  V i l l a g e  
N o o r v i k

P t .  H o p e  S h u n g n a k  
S a n d  P o i n t  T u n u n a k  
S a v o o n g a  U n a l a k l e e t  
S t .  M a r y  W h i t t i e r  
S t .  P a u l  I s l a n d

4 . J t e p i n c r e a s e s .
1

J . A . F r e q u e n c y  a n d a m o u n t .

M l  m a g i s t r a t e s  a r e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  s t e p  i n c r e a s e s  
o f  3.5% a n n u a l l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  
t h e i r  s e r v i c e .  T h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  g r a n t i n g  s t e p  
I n c r e a s e s  s h a l l  b e  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h a t  w h i c h  
a p p l i e s  t o  c l a s s i f i e d  e m p l o y e e s  e x c e p t  t h a t  
p a r t - t im e  m a g i s t r a t e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  
w o r k  1,950 h o u r s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  e l i g i b l e  t o  
r e c e i v e  a n  a n n u a l  r a i s e .  T h e r e  w i l l  b o  a t o t a l  
o f  f i v e  s t e p s  o f  a n n u a l  I n c r e a s e s  f o l l o w e d  b y  
l o n g e v i t y  s t e p s  a f t e r  t h e  s e v e n t h ,  n i n t h ,  
f o u r t e e n t h  a n d  e i g h t e e n t h  y e a r s  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  
e m p l o y m e n t  a t  o n e  s a l a r y  l e v e l .

I f  a m a g i s t r a t e ' s  s a l a r y  l e v e l  1s r a i s e d ,  t h e  
m a g i s t r a t e ' s  s a l a r y  s t e p  w i t h i n  t h o  h i g h e r  l e v e l  
w i l l  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  same m e t h o d  u s e d  f o r  
c l a s s i f i e d  e m p l o y e e s  ( s e e  P e r s o n n e l  R u l e  
6 .02 .03) .

C r i t e r i a  f o r  r e c e i v i n g  a t o p  i n c r e a s e s .

1. T e n u r o  - o n e  y e a r .
2 . W r i t t e n  a p p r o v a l  b y  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  s t a t i n g

t h a t  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  i s  p e r f o r m i n g  a d e ­
q u a t e l y .

3 . P a s s i n g  s c o r e s  o n  a l l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
c o u r s e s  r e n u i r o d  f o r  t h a t  l e v e l  i n  t h a t
r e g i o n  o f  t h o  s t a t e  ( r e q u i r e d  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  
p r e s i d i n g  J u d g e  o r  t h o  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
d i r e c t o r ) .



4. F o r  M a g i s t r a t e s  I  t h r o u g h  V : w r i t t e n
v e r i f i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  t h a t  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  b e i n g  a d e q u a t e l y  m a i n ­
t a i n e d !
a .  d o c k e t s
b .  i n d e x e s
c .  l i b r a r y  b o o k s  ( t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  t h e  

S t a t u t e s ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e  a n d  
R u l e s  a r e  k e p t  u p  t o  d a t e )

d .  c a s e  f i l e s  a n d  t h e  c a s e  n u m b e r i n g  
s y s t e m

e .  t a p e  r e c o r d i n g s  o f  f o r m a l  h e a r i n g s  a n d  
t h e  b i n d o r  f o r  d u p l i c a t e  c o p i e s  o f  a l l  
l o g  n o t e s

f .  a c c o u n t i n g  r e c o r d s  ( r e c e i p t s ,  r e v e n u e  
d e p o s i t s ,  t r u s t  d e p o s i t s ,  t r u s t  c h e c k s  
a n d  p r o p e r  r e c o r d i n g  o f  a l l  a c c o u n t i n g  
d a t a  o n  t h e  c a s e  d o c k e t s )

C .  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n .

A l l  m a g i s t r a t e s  w ho  a r e  i n  o f f i c e  o n  J a n u a r y  1, 
1981 w i l l  s t a r t  a t  S t e p  A o f  t h e i r  d e s i g n a t e d  
s a l a r y  l e v e l .  T h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  d a t e  f o r  a l l  s u c h  
m a g i s t r a t e s  w i l l  b o  J a n u a r y  16. T h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  
d a t e  o f  a l l  m a g i s t r a t e s  h i r e d  o r  p r o m o t e d  a f t e r
J a n u a r y  1, 1981 w i l l  b e  t h e  16 th  o f  t h e  m o n t h
f o l l o w i n g  t h e i r  d a t e  o f  h i r e  o r  p r o m o t i o n .

S , R e v i e w  o f  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

A l l  m a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  r e v i e w e d  a n n u a l l y  
b y  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  p e r s o n n e l  t o  a s s u r e  c o r r e c t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
T h e s u  r e v i e w s  s h a l l  b e  b a s e d  o n  s t a t i s t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  
d u t i e s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  e a c h  m a g i s t r a t e .  T h e  m a g i s t r a t e  s a l a r y  
a t  e v e r y  l o c a t i o n  m u s t  b e  r e - e v a l u a t e d  b y  t h o  d i r e c t o r  o f  
p e r s o n n e l  w h e n e v e r  a  v a c a n c y  o c c u r s .  V a c a n c i e s  may n o t  b e  
a d v e r t i s e d  u n t i l  t h e  s a l a r y  l ' o r  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  h a s  b e e n  
r e - e v a l u a t e d  a n d  a n y  r e c o m m e n d e d  c h a n g e s  f o r  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
o f  t h o  p o s i t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  b y  t k a  c h i e f  j u s t i c e .

6 .  C h a n g e  i n  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n .

T h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  p e r s o n n e l  s h a l l  r e c om m e n d  t o  t h e  
c h i e f  j u s t i c e  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  b a s e d  v ipon  r e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  
m a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n s  a f t e r  f i r s t  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  c o u r t  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g a  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  
i n  w h i c h  t h e  m a g i s t r a t e  i s  l o c a t e d .  T h a  d i r e c t o r  o f  p e r s o n n e l  
s h a l l  r e c om m end  t o  t h e  c h i e f  j u s t i c e  t h a t  a m a g i s t r a t e  p o s i t i o n  
b e  r e f i l l e d  a t  a l o w e r  l e v e l  u p o n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  b e c o m i n g  v a c a n t ,
a f t e r  f i r s t  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  c o u r t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a n d
p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  f o r  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .

7. C o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  p a r t - t im e  m a g i s t r a t e s  a s k e d  t o  d o
e x t r a  w o r k .

/



P ag e  < ' _ _
S u p r em e  C o u r t  O r d o r  5 H  
E f f :  3-16-82

I f  a p a r t - t im e  m a g i s t r a t e  ( L o v e l s  I ,  I I  a n d  I I I )  l a  
a s k e d  t o  s e r v e  I n  a n o t h e r  c o u r t  l o c a t i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  a n o t h o r  
m a g i s t r a t e  o r  a d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  J u d g e  f o r  a p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  t h e  
p a r t - t im e  m a g i s t r a t e  m u s t  r e c e i v e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
a d d i t i o n a l  h o u r s  w o r k e d .

DATED i S e p t e m b e r  24, 1982

E F F E C T IV E  DATE: M a r c h  16, 1982

J u s t i c e

J u s t i c e  I

J u s t i c e  *
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March 9, 1983

Dear Fellcw Magistrates:
♦

As most of ycu know, die Association of Alaska Magistrates has had 
ar±>ill in the legislature the oast several years to include magistrates 
in the Judicial Retirement Systan. Senator Robert Ziegler has introduced 
Senate Bill 20 in the thirteenth legislature on our behalf. A copy of 
that bill is enclosed for your information.

The contribution rate under the Judicial Retireirent System ( JRS) is 
7% as compared to the 4.25% we currently pay under the Public Enployees
Retirement System (PEPS). Under SB 20, to receive credit for service as
a magistrate prior to July 1, 1983, the magistrate must:

1) withdraw from PERS
2) receive a refund of contributions under PERS
3) elect to receive credit for service prior to July 1, 1983, and
4) make retroactive contributions for service as a magistrate after

January 3, 1959.
Retroactive contributions may be set up as a payroll deduction over a 
reasonable period of time.

Following is my understanding of the differences between PERS as
outlined in AS 39.35 and JRS as outlined in AS 22.25:

PERS - Contribution rate is 4.25% of base salary
Benefits paid:

1) Age 55 with 5 years of soivlco; or
2) 30 years of service; or
3) Early retirement at 50 years of age and 5 years of: 

service with adjustment for early retirement
Computation of benefits:

2% of average itoithly wage for 3 high years times years 
of service
PLUS COLA, (if remain in Alaska) of $50.00 or 10% of the 
benefit, whichever is greater 
PLUS medical insurance coverage

JRS - Contribution rate is 7% of base salary 
Benefits paid:

1) Mandatory retirement at 70 years of age
2) Age 60 with 5 years of service
3) Early retiratient at 55 years of age or 20 years of 

service with adjustment for early retirement
Computation of benefits:

5% for each year of service (up to 15 years or 75%) 
times base monthly wage paid incumbents at the time 
of the benefit payment 
PLUS medical insurance coverage 

Please read the statutes cited above for further information cn the two 
plans.



Examples of approximate monthly retirement benefits based on 5 
years of service and current base monthly salaries are:
- PEPS JRS

Magistrate I (15 hours/week) $ 84.69 $211750
,. Magistrate II (20 hours/week) 119.40 298.50

*p* Magistrate III (27.5 hours/week) 170.20 425.50
Magistrate IV (37.5 hours/week) 260.70 651.75
Magistrate V (37.5 hcurs/week) 331.90 829.75
Magistrate VI (37.5 hours/week) 387.30 968.25

The information provided to me indicates that the average age of the 
magistrates is 42 years with an average length of service of 6.S'5 years. 
There are 49 positions authorized by Supreme Court Order No. 54^ and they 
are distributed as follows:

Magistrate I 19
Magistrate II 5
Magistrate III 6
Magistrate IV 13
Magistrate V 3
I '.gistrate VI 3

The Senate Judiciary Committee has set up a teleconference with the 
magistrates at 11:30 A.M. on torch 25, 1983 in Anchora e. They will hear 
testimony at. that time fron one or two magistrates but we ask that every­
one attend, if possible. This was coordinated at our request arcl will 
determine if Senate Bill 20 goes from the Judiciary to h e  Finance Commit­
tee with a "do pass" reoamvendation.

We will have a meeting of the Association of Alaska Magistrates in 
the early part of the conference week and can discuss tdie issue further 
at that time. Please jot down any other issues you wish to discuss.

I lock, forward to seeing ail of you at the conference. It promises 
to be a good experience with varied topics and Ixjnoficial discussion 
periods.

Sincerely,

Linda Hartshorn 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Association of Alaska Magistrate
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STATE OF ALASKA

FISCAL NOTE Revision Oate

HB 279
I.  REQUEST

Bill/Resolution No,:__________
T i t l e :  An Act Amending JRS and PERS 
Sponsor^ BusseTT

II .  FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected: Alaska Court System 
Program Category Affected:

Requestor:__ _
BRU, Program of Subprogram^ ) Affected:

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Doll ars)

OPERATING
FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 1 FY 86 1 FY 87 1 FY 88 I

I I I
100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

b2b .2 b/b .2 1 /ay.a I /b / .b  j HbU.b 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1 1
1 1 1
1 1 1 i
1 1 !
1 1 1
1 1 1

total operating 625.2 6/5.2 1 riy.a | /b /-5  | 85U.5

CAPITAL"

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 1 625.2 ,675.2 i729.2 I 787.5 850.5 1
FEDERAL FUNDS 1 ! 1 1 . 1
OTHER (Specify Source) 1 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME 1 1 1 1 1
PART-TIME 1 1 1 1 I
TEMPORARY 1 1 1 1 1

1 1 1 1 1
I I I .  SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

Aooroved by Commissioner: Liss Rudd, Commissioner "“' V  "e: 4-8-83
Ceoartment: ___ Administration _____

Distr ibution:
Original to Legislat ive Finance
Ccoy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced b i l l s )
Ccoy to Oeoartment ( fo r  Governor introduced b i l l s )
CaDy to Sponsor-
Ccoy to Reouestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/83



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL MOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. HB 279__________________________ _
Tit le  An Act Authorizing Part ic ipation by Magistrate! in the Judicial Retirement bystem 
Requested by______________________________________   Date_______________

II . FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Alaska Court System____________________________________________
Program Category Affected ____________________________________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected______  _______________  _________________
(Note: I f  more than one budget component is affected,  separate line-item amounts and 

funding for each component in the analysis sect ion.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88
m  PimnM 'SERVICES.......
100 RETIREMENT BENEFITS 781.7 844.2 911.7 984.6 i ,063.3
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC.
700 STATE-iTRS MATCHING

 22LJ. 844.2_______2UL2______ 984.6 1.063.3

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 781.7 844.2 911.7 984.6 1,063.3
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER FUNDS:
PERS
TRS
4% Veterans; 12% Fish & lame; 26% Hie hway; 58% Airport

POSITIONS

FULL TIME
PART TIME "
TEMPORARY

III .  ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Mote Preparation Instructions,  Section I I I )
1. To fund this b i l l ,  the sta te  cost would be 65.82% of the FY 84 covered payroll 

for magistrates.

2. Estimate the FY 84 covered payroll of magistrates to be $1,187,720.

3. Estimate 46 magistrates with an average of 6.5 years service per member 
would be affected.



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL MOTE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. HB 279 _________ _____________________  ____
Title An Act AuthorTzing Part ic ipat ion by Magistrates i~n the Judic i a l Retirement System 
Requested by I '  Date____________ ~~

II . FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected Alaska Court System
Program Category A f f e c t e d ____________________________________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram!s) Affected
(Note: If  more than one budget component is a ffected ,  separate line-item amounts and" 

funding for each component in the analysis sect ion.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 83 FY 84 ' FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88
m  personal services
ldO RETIREMENT BENEFITS (156.5) (169.0) (182.5) (197.1) (313.9)
300 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC. , •
700 STATE TRS MATCHING I -

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars) 

GENERAL FUND (156.5) (165.0) (182.5) (197.1) (212.9)
FEDERAL FUNDS

'OTHER FUNDS:
PERS
TRS

*0, iTT.

POSITIONS

PART TIME ................
TEMPORARY *

I I I .  ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Mote Preparation Instruct ions, Section I II )
1. This bi l l  would reduce the s ta te  cost to PERS by 13.18% of covered payroll for 

magistrates.

2. Estimate the FY 84 covered payroll of magistrates to be $1,187,720.



SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
M a r c h  25,  19 83

Th e m e e t i n g  w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o r d e r  a t  1 : 3 0  p . m .  by S e n a t o r  R a y ,  C h a i r m a n .  
A l l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  S e n a t o r  J o s e p h s o n ,  who w a s  e x c u s e d .

The  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  w as  S e n a t e  B i l l  2 0 — An A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by m a g i s t r a t e s  i n  j u d i c i a l  r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m — a s  t o  w h i c h  
S e n a t o r  Ray  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
C h a i r m a n  B u s s e l l  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  L i s k a  and M a l o n e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  
s t a f f  o f  o t h e r  m em ber s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .

S e n a t o r  Ray t u r n e d  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  A n c h o r a g e  o v e r  t o  
s u b c o m m i t t e e  c h a i r m a n  Z i e g l e r .

By t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  i r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  S h e l d o n  S p r e c k e r ,  a m a g i s t r a t e  i n  
G l e n a 1 ’ en  an d  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  
f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l  iimd s t a t e d  t h a t  a b o u t  30 m a g i s t r a t e s  an d  d i s t r i c t  
c o u r t  j u d g e s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i n  A n c h o r a g e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  
t h e  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e , .  ' M r .  S p r e c k e r  a l s o  e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  m a g i s t r a t e s  a r e  
j u d g e s  u n d e r  a  n u tn ae r  o f  r e l e v a n t  c r i t e r i a ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e c e n t  Hoi  
l o w a y  d e c i s i o n .

By t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  L i n d a  H a r t s h o r n ,  a m a g i s t r a t e  i n  
W r a n g e l l ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .  S e n a t o r  Ray a s k e d  M s . H a r t ­
s h o r n  some q u e s t i o n s ,  t o  w h i c h  s h e  r e s p o n d e d  and d i s c u s s i o n  w as  h a d .

By t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  S t e v e n  C l i n e ,  a D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  J u d g e  
i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  h e  h a s  
b e e n  a m a g i s t r a t e  t r a i n i n g  j u d g e  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  y e a r s  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and  d u t i e s  o f  m a g i s t r a t e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
o f  j u d g e s  and i n v o l v e  e x t r e m e  h a r d s h i p s , s u c h  a s  h a v i n g  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
r e s t r i c t e d  and b e i n g  e x p o s e d  t o  h a r s h ,  s o m e t i m e s  d a n g e r o u s ,  w o r k i n g  an d  
l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  S e n a t o r  Ray a s k e d  J u d g e  C l i n e  a  q u e s t i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  
t h e  J u d g e  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  was  h a d ,  w h e r e u p o n  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
E u s s e l l  a s k e d  t h e  w i t n e s s  a q u e s t i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  t h e  J u d g e  r e s p o n d e d  and 
d i s c u s s i o n  w as  h a d .  J u d g e  C l i n e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  F a i r b a n k s  D i s t r i c t  
C o u r t  J u d g e  C r u c h f i e l d  was p r e s e n t  a n d  was  f u l l y  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .

From J u n e a u ,  L e e  P a u l s o n  o f  t h e  A . P . E . A . ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
b i l l  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  v i e w s  w e r e  s h a r e d  by  a t e a c h e r s '  
u n i o n ,  t h e  N . E . A .  As t h e  m a i n  r e a s o n s  f o r  o p p o s i n g  i t ,  Mr.  P a u l s o n  
e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  t h e  b i l l  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  n u m b er  
o f  p e o p l e  b e n e f i t i n g  t h e r e f r o m ;  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f u n d s  a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y  . 
h e e d e d  f o r  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  a d j u s t m e n t s  t o  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s '  b e n e f i t s ;  an d  
t h a t  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  l a w  m a g i s t r a t e s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  be  a t t o r n e y s  o r



h a v e - a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  o f  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B u s s e l l  a s k e d  a 
q u e s t i o n *  t o  w h i c h  Mr.  P a u l s o n  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  was  h a d ,  w h e r e ­
u p o n ,  b y  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  f r o m  A n c h o r a g e ,  S h e l d o n  S p r e c k e r  r e s p o n d e d  t o  
an d  p o i n t e d  o u t  s e v e r a l  " i n a c c u r a t e  p o i n t s "  i n  Mr.  P a u l s o n ' s  p r i o r  
t e s t i m o n y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  M a g i s t r a t e  S p r e c k e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  f e e l s  t h e  
f i s c a l  n o t e  a m o u n t  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  i s  a  r e a s o n a b l e  f i g u r e  
a n d ,  a s  an  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  t e r r i b l e  h a r d s h i p s  m a g i s t r a t e s  h a v e  t o  e n d u r e ,  
M a g i s t r a t e  S p r e c k e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  h e  r e c e n t l y  h a d  t o  h a n d l e  t h e • 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p h y s i c a l  c a r r y i n g  o f  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  
M c C a r t h y  k i l l i n g s .

S e n a t o r  Ray a s k e d  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t ,  and how m uch ,  M a g i s ­
t r a t e  S p r e c k e r  w a s  p a i d  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  d u t i e s  i n  M c C a r t h y ,  t o  
w h i c h  a  r e s p o n s e  was  m a d e .

From J u n e a u ,  K en  Humphrey*; ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  R e t i r e m e n t  and 
B e n e f i t s ,  t e s t i f i e d  i n  r e ? ' o n s e  t o  q u e s t i o n s  p o s e d  b y  S e n a t o r  R ay .  Mr.  
H u m p h r e y s  v e r i f i e d  an d  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e  f i g ­
u r e s ,  w h e r e u p o n  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  a s k e d  a  q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  m a g i s t r a t e s  
r e c e i v i n g  a r e t i r e m e n t  c r e d i t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  t o  w h i c h ' M r .  Hump­
h r e y s  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s  PERS e m p l o y e e s  m a g i s t r a t e s  s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  s u c h  
c r e d i t  a n d  a n y  a s s e r t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y  m u s t  be  i n  e r r o r .  S e n a t o r  
E l i a s o n  a l s o  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  s am e  r e a s o n s  f o r  e n a c t i n g  g e n e r o u s  
j u d i c i a r y  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  a p p l y  t o  r e t i r e m e n t  b e n e f i t s  f o r  m a g i s ­
t r a t e s .  Mr.  H u m p h r e y s  r e s p o n d e d  by  s t a t i n g  t h a t ,  f r o m  t h e  e m p l o y e r ' s  
s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e  b a s i c  r a t i o n a l e  o f  r e t a i n i n g  q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  d o e s n ' t  
seem t o  a p p l y  t o  m a g i s t r a t e s ,

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a l o n e  a s k e d  a q u e s t i o n  a b o u t  t h e - c u r r e n t  PERS c o s t  
f i g u r e s  ir t h e  f i s c a l  n o t e ,  t o  w h i c h  M r . ' H u m p h re y s  r e s p o n d e d  a n d  d i s ­
c u s s i o n  was  h a d . w h e r e u p o n  S e n a t o r  Ray a s k e d  a  q u e s t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
same s u b j e c t ,  t o  w h i c h  M r .  H um phreys  a l s o  r e s p o n d e d  and d i s c u s s i o n  was  
a l s o  h a d .

S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  a s k e d  S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r  a b o u t  how o t h e r  s t a t e s  h a n d l e d  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  p r o b l e m ,  an d  S e n a t o r  Z i e g l e r  r e s p o n d e d ,  w h e r e u p o n  t h e  
t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t e r m i n a t e d .  C h a i r m a n  B u s s e l l  an d  t h e  o t h e r  House  
J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  and s t a f f  t h e n  l e f t  t h e  m e e t i n g .

The s e c o n d  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  was  new s u b - c o m m i t t e e  a s s i g n m e n t s  a s  
f o l l o w s :

SB 147 R e l a t i n g  t o  s a f e g u a r d i n g  s e l f - i d e n t i t y
a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  o p e r a t o r s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  a c c i d e n t s  J o s e p h s o n

SB 208 E x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e
A l c o h o l i c  B e v e r a g e  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  Ray



The ' t h i r d  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  was  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n n o u n c e m e n t s :

By S e n a t o r  R ay :  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  on A p r i l  4 ,  1983
w i l l  s t a r t  a t  1 : 0 0  p . m . ;

By S e n a t o r  P e t t y j o h n :  l e a v e  t o  t a k e  up SJR 19 a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
h e a r i n g  o n  A p r i l  8 ,  1 9 8 3  w as  r e q u e s t e d  an d  
g r a n t e d .

T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f a r t h e r  b u s i n e s s  t h e  m e e t i n g  a d j o u r n e d  a t  2 : 1 4  p .m .
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