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Telephone Interview Questions
(Judicial Conduct Commission Confirmee's)
1) Do you feel that you understand the role you would play
as a Judicial Conduct Commissioner?

2) Are you willing to put in the amount of time required
to do the job without renumeration?

3) Why do you want to serve on the Commiss on?
4) Do you have any suggestions/plans, etc. for the Commission?

5) What specific qualifications do you possess for the
Commission?

6) Have you held any public offices in the past?
7) What is your party/political affi.liation?

8) Do you feel any conflict of interest between a role as
a Commissioner and your private life?

9) Any other statements for the Committee members to
consider?

Members:
Rep.John Liska.Vice Chairman_Rep. Ramona Barnes. Emeritus;
Rep.Joe Hayes: Rep. Hugh Malone: Rep. Don Clocksin; Rep. Ron Wendte



Representative
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(Slamtnife on Jubmary

Marcus Clapp
(Judicial Conduct Commission Confirmee's)

479-3161

1) Yes, nave served on Llie Judicial Council for three years and
a partner has been on the Commission in the past, so have
very good idea of the responsibilities involved.

2) Yes, the amount of time spent with the Judicial Council will
easily shift to the Judicial Conduct Commission.

3) | am not very active with Bar association activities and
have preferred to devote my time to important functions such
as the Judicial Council and this. Supervising the way judges
are retained and disaplined, is a very valuable thing to do.

4) No, not at the present, but plan to start research on the
Commission very soon.

5) Have been in almost exclusive trial practice for over 16
years. So | have a very good understanding of the demands
upon a judge and how a judge should act/react and his
general demeanor. Also, the work on the Judicial Council
has provided valuable experience.

6) No elective office, but public office through the Judicial
Council.

7) No political affiliations at all- very apolitical person.

8) No conflict of interest; work on Judicial Council has
kept everything up front and above board.

9) No additional statement.

Members:
Rep.John Uska.Vice Chairman; Rep.Ramona Barnes, Emeritus;
Rep.Joe Hayes: Rep. Hugh Malone: rep.Don Clocksin; Rep. Ron Wendte



Alaska State Legislature

Speaker of the House of Representatives

Official Business
May 2, 1983

Representative Charlie Bussell
Chairman, Judiciary Committee
Capitol Building Room 122
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Charlie,
Attached is a copy of Governor Sheffield"s letter of

April 29, 1983 submitting the names of Marcus Clapp,
Bruce Bookman and Michael Holmes for appointment to

the Commission on Judicial Conduct. Please review
these appointments and hold confirmation hearings as
necessary.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

Enclosure
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April 29, 1983

The Honorable Joe Hayes
Speaker of the House
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 95811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Pursuant to applicable law, 1 submit the following names
for legislative confirmation of appointment to the
positions noted:

BOARDS AMD COMMISSIONS
(with terms)

State Medical Board
Ty Dr. Thomas Conley, Ketchikan, 83/04/28 - 86/04/21 /)

Alaska State Board of Public Accountancy
"e—J. Shelby Stastny, Anchorage, 83/04/28 - 85/04/25

e o Commission on Judicial Conduct

;.1'0 Marcus Clapp, Fairbanks, 83/04/28 - 4 year term
Bruce Bookman, Anchorage, 83/04/28 - 4 year term
Michael Holmes, Juneau, 83/04/28 - 4 year ternm

Sincerely,

Bill SheffinMI™
Governor
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ESSER john b thorsness
MANLEY JAMES R. SZENDER
ORSKI GAIL M. BALLOU*
OFFICE

April 21, 1983

Ms. Carol Derfener
Special Staff Assistant
Office of the Governor
Pouch A

Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: Marcus R. Clapp®s Nomination to the
Commission on Judicial Conduct

Dear Ms. Derfener:

I was asked to submit a resume to the Governor Tfor his
consideration of my nomination by the Alaska Bar Association to
the Commission on Judicial Conduct. I do not have a resume
because i1t has been over fifteen years since 1| have applied for a
job and I simply have not kept copies: of the very old resumes. I
will set TfTorth concisely, however, my background in this letter
and request that it suffice in place of a formal resume. I hope
this doesn"t cause any inconvenience but since the request is on
quite short notice 1 felt this was the fastest \ 3 to comply.

Professional Experience

I have been with Hughes, Thorsness, Gantz, Powell & Brundin for

fifteen years. It i1s the only job 1 have ever held in Alaska. I
have been a partner 1in the Ffirm for thirteen years and am
presently the senior partner in the Fairbanks office. For the

past twelve years | have attempted to limit my practice to the
area of litigation mostly from the defense side.



Hughes Thorsness Gantz Powell & B rundin
ATTORNEYS Al LAW

Prior to coming to Alaska 1 was employed for one year as law
clerk to Judge James D. Hathaway, Chief Judge of the Court of
Appeals of "the St-ate of Arizona. This was from May of 1967 to
June of 1968.

I was employed as a law clerk part time for attorney John William
Johnson in. Tucson, Arizona from December of 1966 through May of
1968.

I was a summer law clerk for the Scottsdale, Arizona law firm of
Bottsford & Shumway in 1966.

Professional Achievements

I hold an "av" rating in Martindale-Hubbell which is voted on by
my Tellow lawyers and 1is the highest rating awarded by this
publication which 1is the only publication that rates lawyers in
the United States and Canada and is widely accepted by the Bar in
general.

I was appointed by Governor Hammond and served three years on the
Judicial Council, from 1979 through mid-1982.

Throughout the last fi.fteen years 1| have served on various
committees of both the State and Qlocal Bar associations. I am
presently active in ;he torts section of the State Bar
Association.

Education

Juris doctor degree 1967 from the University of Arizona Law
School .

B .A. degree, Cum Laude, 1P65 Arizona State University - English
Major.

Personal

Date of birth February LI, 1942, Phoenix, Arizona.

Married to Judy with twa daughters, Kimberly 13 and Kara 12.
Lay Leader First United Methodist Church, 1982 to present.

Coach in both girls basketball and softball 1ior the last four
years.



Hughes i'horsnf.ss Gantz Pov.ell & B rundin

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

References;

Andrew J. Kleinfeld, Attorney, 200 North. Cushman, Fairbanks,
Alaaka 99701. 452-1305.

Richard K. Heacock, Jr., Pastor, First United Methodist Church,
915 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701. 452-2956.

Richard ™. Gantz, 509 West 77hird Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska
99501. 274-7522.

I think the above information will suffice to give the Governor
the basic information he may need in making his appointment. I
will be more than happy to supply any additional information upon
request. Thank you.

Sincerely,

HUGHES, THORSNESS, GANTZ, POWELL & BRUNDIN

NRC:ac



Art. 4,8 2

Section 2. Supreme Court

(@

NOTES TO

Cilecl in Johnson v. SUite, Ct. App. Op.
No. 005 (File No. 4462,. 631 P.2d 508
(1981).

Section 3. Superior Court

NOTES TO

Jurisdiction generally. — The ques-
tion of a court’u .jurisdiction goes to its
power to hem- andiadjudicate the subject
matter in a given case. K.C.M. v. State,
Sup. Ct. Op. No. 232P (File No. 4764), 627
P.2d 607 (1981).

Where a courtir one ofgeneral jurisdic-
tion, such n n ivuperior court, It has
iraditional’y been iwgarded as having the
j:ower to ".icar all coniroversieriwhich may
be brought before » o>urt within a legal!

Ajlaska Statutes Supplement

Art4, 8§ 10

DECISIONS

DECISIONS

ocally denied by the sta g's constitution or
statutes. K.C.M. v. State, Sup. Ct. Op. No.
2326 (File No. 4764), 627 P:',1d 607 (1981).

Order fur sterilinition of mental
incompetent. — A. superior court, aa a
courtof gercral jurisdiction, does have, 0s
part ofits iahcrent paa.*na patriae author-
ity, the power to entertain and act upon a
petition Becking an order authorizing the
sterilization of a mrmtal Iccompctant.
K.C.M. v. State, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2326

Ix.unda of rights »r remedies, except
iivtofin os has been enjiressly and unequiv-

(File No. 4764), 627 P Id 607 t!1981b

(Proposed Amendment)

Section 10. Commission on Judicial Conduct The Commission
on Judiciuil Conduct shall consist of nine members, ey followit: three
perrons who are justices orjudges of state courts, elected by the justices
and judges of state courts; three members who have practiced law in
thic state for tea years, appointed by the governor from nominations
made by the governing bodly ofthe organised bar and subject to confir-
mation by a majority of the members of the legislature in joint session;
and three persons who are ziotjudges, retired judges, or membersofthe
state | ar, appointed by the governor and subject to confirmation by a
majority of the members of the legislature in joint session. In addition
to being subject to impeachment under Section 12 of this article, a
justice or judge may be disqualified from acting as such and may be
suspended, removed from office, retired, or censured by the supreme
court upon th® recommendation of the commission. The powers mnd
duties of the commission and the bases for judicial disqualification
shall be established iby law.

Editor'd noted. — Thieamendment was
proposed by Legislative Resolve No. 36,
SLA 1931, and wifi b voted ujion at the
next general election to be held in

November,. 1982.

Crosa references. — For provisions via
tht powom end duties of the Commissiiin
3D Judicial Qualifications, see AS

410



Art. 1V, §8 Alaska Statutes

Section 8. Judicial Council. The judicial council shali consist™
seven members. Three attorney members shall be appointed . -
six-year terms by the governing bcdy of the organized state bar. Thrd»
non-attorney members shall be appointed for sixvyear terms by t}~’
governor subject to confirmation by a majority of the members of
legislature in joint session. Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpir”!
term in like manner. Appointments shall be made with du™.
consideration to area representation and without regard to politic™*
affiliation. The chiefjustice of the supreme court shall be ex-officio tI”
seventh member and chairman of the judicial council. No member
the judicial counciil, except the chiefjustice, may hold any other
or position of profit under the United States or the State. The judicial

council shall act by concurrence of four or more members and according j
to rules which it adopts.

Term"™. — With the exception of And its intent. — The term ’positionj? i
Alaska Coast., art. IV, 88 4 and 13.” profit" was intended to prohibit all oth« ?
wherever "term" or "service at the salaried non-temporary  employing\ *
pleasure of" appears in the constitutional under the United States or the State <f\
text originally adopted, the reference isto  Alaska. Begich v. Jefferson, Sup. Ct.Qn"fc
a period of service for e particular office. ~ No. 481 (File No. 894), 441 P.2d 27 (196f»|£i
Buckalew v. Holloway. Sup. Ct. Op. No. Quoted in Delnhay v. State, Sup. CliJj.|
1988 (File No. 4058). (104 P.2d 240 (1979).  Op. No 648 (File No. 1252), 476 P.2d f
‘M eaning of phritse "position, of (1970).
profit". — See Begich V, JefTerson, Sup. Ct
Op. No. 481 (File No. 894), 441 P.lid 27
(19(58).

Section 9. Additional Duties. The judicial council shall conduct®
studies for improvement of the administration of justice, and makeS
reports and recommendations to the supreme court and to the??,
legislature at intervals of not''more than two years. The judicial council%
shall perform other duties assigned by law. f

Section 10. Commission on Judicial Qualifications. Thef
Commission on Judicial Qualifications shall consist of nine members,”
as follows: onejustice ofthe supreme court, elected by the justices ofthe *
supreme court; three judges of the superior court, elected by the judges 1 i
of the superior court; one judge of the district court, elected by the
judges of the district court, two members who have practiced law in this -f
state for ten yeurs, appointed by the governing body of the organized 'f
bar; and two persons who are notjudges, retired judges, or members of £
the state bar, appointed by the governor and subject to confirmation by ?
a majority ofthe members of the legislature injoint session. In addition -
to being subject to impeachment under section 12 of this article, a :
justice or judge may be disqualified from acting as such and may be
suspended, removed from office, retired, or censured by the supreme Ji
court upon the recommendation of the commission, The powers and
duties of the commission and the bases for judicial disqualification >
shall be established by luw. [Amendment approved August 27, 1968]
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