


Alaska ^tatc iCegiBlaturE

   , POUCH t7REP. MAE TISCHER STATE CAPITAL
CHAIRMAN I J I JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811

H o u s e  o f  ffic p re se n ta tiu c s  

H E A LT H , ED U C A TIO N  A N D  S O C IA L S E R V IC E S  C O M M IT T E E

(907) 465-3777

S - i y .

STAFF REVIEW

Senate  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  47, r e l a t i n g  t o  new min imum  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  g r a d u a t i o n  from a p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  by 
t he  Sena te  R u l e s  Comm i t t ee ,  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  Board  
of  E d u c a t i o n  make th e  new min imum r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  g r a d u a ­
t i o n  from a p u b l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  e f f e c t i v e  a f t e r  t h e  1984 - 
1985 s c h o o l  y e a r .  C i t i n g  numerous r e a s o n s ,  c o n t a i n e d  i n  
t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ' s  n i n e  "whereas" c l a u s e s ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
c on t e nd s  t h a t  t h e  new min imum g r a d u a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
wou ld  f o r c e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  h a r d s h i p  on s t u d e n t s  who a re  
c u r r e n t l y  j u n i o r s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  and on t h e  s t a f f  o f  t he  
e f f e c t e d  s c h o o l s .



• A L A S K A  C O U N C IL  O F  S C H O O L  A D M IN IS T R A T O R S  •

9115 Minor C l. Juneau, Alaska 99801

an organization of Alaskan School Administrators

M ay 22, 1984

The H o n o r a b l e  J a n  Faiks

Al a s k a  State Sen a t e  ' . '

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811 

D ear S e n a t o r  Faiks:

The A l as k a  C o u n c i l  of School A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  urges the a d o p t i o n  of 

S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t io n s  No. 47 as a reaso n a b l e  s ol u t i o n  to the 

p r o b l e m  c r e a t e d  by the new regula t i o n s  on High School G r a d u a t i o n  

r e q u i r e m e n ts  a d o p t e d  by the S tate Board. The a d d i t i o n a l  p r o c e d u r e s  

a dopt e d  by the D e p a r t m e n t  of Educ a t i o n  in N u m b e r e d M e m o r a n d u m  84-24 

and 27 have  c o n f u s e d  the process enough, so we urge the a d o p t i o n  of 

the resolution.

I have e n c l o s e d  a letter on the subject, that r have t r an s m i t t e d  to

ijmiiii:-!- b.h>;r Raynclds, for your information.

• I  i  r r n  > " t.\ 1  • »

Don M a c K i n n o n  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

DM:clc

Enc lo s u r e



• A L A S K A  C O U N C IL  O F  S C H O O L  A D M IN IS T R A T O R S

9115 Minor Ct. Juneau. Alaska 99801

an organization of Alaskan School Administrators

May 22, 1984

Har ol d  Raynolds, C o m m i s s i o n e r  

D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u cation 

Pouch F

Juneau, A K  99811

Dea r  C o m m i s s i o n e r  Raynolds: ' "

T h i s  letter is a follow-up seeking c l a r i f i c a t i o n  to y o u r  s t a t e m e n t  at 

the Ma y  8 State Board meet i n g  a b ou t  the D e p a r t m e n t ' s  appeal p r o c es s  

for s t u dents from school d i s t r i c t s  for the y ear 1984-85. It w a s  my 

understanding, and those d i s t r i c t s  present, that it was the D e p a r t­

ment ' s  intent to deal wit h  the e x c e p t i o n s  on a d i s t r i c t - b y - d i s t r i c t  

basis or at least, group like students and not have the d e p a r t m e n t  

rule on each individual case.

It now a p p e a r s  that D.O.E. No. M e m o r a n d u m  84-27, dated May 4, in 

eff ec t  runs c o u n te r  to our u nd e r s t a n d i n g  of yo u r  intent at the State 

Board meeting. The memo clea r l y  states that w a i v e r s  w ill be h a n d l e d  

on a s t u d e n t - b y - s t u d e n t  basis.

;in jut 'hut you -.lid not in-ar a d d i t i o n a l  c o n cerns from bot h Juneau 

Uni Fai r b an k s  senuol dis t r i ct s  at the b oard me e t i n g  w a s  b e c a u s e  your 

answer satisfied their concerns. Both districts, however, w ere 

p r e pared to pres e n t their arg u m e n t s  to the S t a t e  Board ur n in g  the 

Depar t m e n t  not to treat the w a i v e r s  o n  an individual student basis.

It is o u r  bel i e f you have c r e at e d  a paper ni g h t m a re  for the D e p a r t m e n t  

and allowed little time for dis t r i c ts  to react to the i n d i v i du a l  cases 

before school is out. This, in fact, will crea t e  a h a r d s h i p  t . 

students who by now have plann e d  their next y e a r s  schedule.

Introduced in Senate Rules i:: C o n c u r r e n t  R e so l u t i o n  No. 47 w h i c h  may, 

in fact, be the best so l ution to the en t i r e  problem. T h e  e f f e c t  of



this ''e.solution w o u l d  be to ex e m pt  the class of 1984-85 from the new 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  and e l i m i na t e  the p r o b l e m  if the State Board was to 

concur.

Y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  on the ma t t e r  w o u l d  be appreciated.

E xe c u t i v e Di r e c t o r

DM : c l c

cc: E r n e s t i n e  Griffen, Pres. State Board

M ike Adams, Supt. J u n e a u  Schools 

Ken Burnley, Supt. F a i r ba n k s  Schools
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