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CS for SENATE BILL 446 (Rls) am

The Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault supports the CS for SB 446.

"An Act relating to a personal safety curriculum in public schools." The Council
supported the original legislation because it is important to teach children that
they have a right to protection from sexual assault or domestic violence. The _
Council also supports the change in the orlgilnal bill that the Council participate in
the review anu development of personal safety curriculum,

In developing the curriculum, it is important that attentionbe placed on the
existing sexual assault/domestic violence curricula as developed by the Council on
Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, Standing Together Against Rape in Anchorage or
the Youth Network in Juneau. In FY 83, the Council contracted with Migima, Inc. to
develop a curriculum for child sexual assault. A manual and two video tapes were
developed and one cop% of the manual was sent to most schooldistricts in the state.
The Council does not have sufficient funds to further reproduceor disseminate tht
materials. Also, Standln% Together Against Rape in Anchorage has developed a sexual
assault curriculum which has been implemented in the Anchorage school district; and
the Youth Network in Juneau, which includes the Aiding Women from Abuse and Rape
Emergencies and Men Emerging Now, both Council funded programs, has developed a
comprehensive behavioral "health curriculum that includes domestic violence and sexual
assault components. The Youth Network's curriculum has been accepted and used in the
Juneau school district. In developing a statewide public safety curriculum, existing
curricula need to be reviewed and considered. Implementation plans need to address
existing approaches. Also, since the topics are so sensitive, child sexual assault and
domfestl_c V|(|J|ence information must be presented in a sensitive manner by trained
professional s.

The Council's involvement in this process will not require additional resources.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Mae Tischer, Chair
House HESS
FROM: Senator Jay Kerttula
SUBJECT: CSSB 446 (Rile act relating to personal safety

curriculum in public schoo

DATE: April 5, 1984

Attached is back-up for CSSB 446 (Rules). The intent of this
legislation is to provide children with education necessary to identify
and report child abuse, sexual abuse and domestic violence.

CSSB 446 has been endorsed by the Alaska Network on Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault, the Alaska Women®"s Conmission, Anchorage and several
individuals who work in the health, education and social service
professions.

IT you need further iInformation on this legislation, please dou™-%
hesitate to contact my office.
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SB 446: An Act relating to public safety curriculum in public schools

The Alaska Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault, a
non-profit corporation-representing 20 programs statewide that provj.de
services to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault, supports
SB446, which requires school districts to provide a curriculum for
grades K through 12 on the prevention of child abuse, sexual assault,
and domestic violence.

Because iIncidences of child sexual assault are so high, It 1is
crucial that children, parents, and educators be provided with
prevention information. Three Network member programs (STAR in
Anchorage and AWARE and MEN in Juneau) have developed and implemented
curricula on these issues which are being utilised in Anchorage and
Juneau schools. Other Network member programs have provided in-service
training to educators and presentations [0 school groups and classes
on child sexual assault. Additionally, the Council on Domestic Violence
and Sexual Assault lias developed a curricullum for classroom use on
this issue.

IL 1s the Network®"s opinion that, these existing Ala.,j.a-speei lic ,
materials be reviewed and, if necessary, modified for implementation
on a statewide basis.

It Is important to realize that providing children with information
concerning child sexual assault and domestic violence will result In

an increased rate of disclosure of such iIncidences and the need to
provide services to child victims and parents. Trained professionals
should present this information iIn order to sensitively and effectively
handle disclosures. To that end, the Network recommends that domestic
violence and sexual assault program staff people, who have been trained
in provision of direct services to child victims and non-offending
parents, participate in curriculum development, implementation, and
presentation.
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ALASKA WOMEN'S COMMISSION
3G0l C STREET - SUITE 742
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503

March 21, 1984

Senator J. M Kerttula

State Capitol
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Kerttula:

The Alaska Women's Commission is committed to supporting all efforts
made at preventing and aiding the victims of domestic violence, sexual
assault and child”abuse. We wish to take this oPportunlty to thank you
fgg sé%onsorlng the following bills this session that address these
ISSues:

SCR 37, SB 477, SB 472, SB 446 and SB 445

We apﬁreciate your continued concern for the welfare of Alaska's women
and children. “If the Women's Commission can be of any assistance in
supporting your efforts, please don't hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Kathy Marshall
Executive Director



March 20, 1934

Senator Jay Kertulla
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Kertulla:

I wanted to write and tell you your efforts are appreciated, at least by me in

your support of children®s issues.

I was recently informed that you were the prime Senate sponsor of SCR 37, SB 445,
SB 446, and SB 447. Believe me, our state needs to be aware of our child abuse
problem. With particular reference to expanding curriculum and teacher in-service
within our school system, 1 want to commend your efforts. Hopefully, someday soon
the community will realize that children don"t learn because of problems within
their personal life; be i1t child abuse, domestic violence, alcholic/addicted par-
ents, or their chemical dependency. Although 1 cannot speak for the educators,
ones who have come to know me are ecstatic about your involvement and support of
their betterment as the "‘direct line" to our children.

Thank you again and keep up the good work! If I can be of assistance, fTeel free
to contact me.

Sincerely,

Marguerite T. Lupori
2017 W. 34th. /2
Anchorage, AK 99503
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past year, the
Frontiersman has reported sexual
abuse and assault cases involving
children as young as 2 and as old as
15.

Sexual crimes against children are
the most prevalent and serious of
felony crimes in the Matanuska-
Susitna Valley.

According to Alaska State
Trooper  statistics, 45 Valley
children were the victims of
reported sexual crimes in 19S3.

Most  sexual abuse remains
unreported for months, years,
sometimes forever.

National statistics indicate that
one in four people will be sexually
abused or assaulted in their lifetime.

Our children arc being atta<.kvJ
by thieves who steal sexual
gratification, who plunder in-
nocence, who leave behind pain.
Sometimes the thieves are the

During the
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children’s own parents, sometimes a
‘friend of the family or a relative.
The pain remains fat longer than
the actual memory. Different
children handle it in different ways.
Some may appear to be unaffected
by an adult’s intrusion of their

SPECIAL
EDITORIAL

bodies; 20 years later they may
awaken to a screaming nightmare of
childhood.

Other children tfiay fear adults, or
men, or women. Incest victims may
engage in lengthy internal battles,
vacillating between love and
lo tilling, trying to separate af-
fection from humiliation, anger
from hate, forgiveness from
martyrdom.

1 1

We are shocked when >t hear of
the violation of a child. We want to
think of the perpetrators as
“animals” or “psychos.” We want
to believe that the friend, neighbor,
relative or member of the com-
munity who’s convicted of sexual
abuse or assault is some kind of
aberrant human being. But there’s
pnly one thing that steins to
commonly set “them" apart from
"Us."

Many of the perpetrators of
sexual crimes against children were
victims themselves. It's no excuse
for their crime. But it indicates a
pattern that must be broken now.

It's not enough that the Valley
has one of the best teams in the state
for dealing with sexual assaults.

We are educating ourselves and
each other. We share the outrage
and h; .. when we learn of abused
children. But why have we left the

potential victims in the dark?

We need a system for the early
identification of sexual abuse. Now.

Children must know' that sexual
abuse is most often perpetrated by
someone they know, not a stranger
in a sedan offering candy.

An enlightened approach by the
school district would help.

Children need to know what
abuse is. They should be encouraged
to report it, no matter who the
perpetrator is. They deserve the
right to have - saf? place to go, a
safe person to tell.

It has nothing to do with
education.”

It has to do with the knowledge
that could save them. Children have
a right in our society to be educated.

sex

When that education could save
them, the right becomes an im-
perative.
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TWO SESSIONS* NQIJ LET1S GET FIB39 PASSED AND ALLOW A FEW .TORE GABIES THE
CHANCE TO ENJOY LIFE IN THIS GREAT STATE.

FROM= BEVERLY WILMOTH
5701 EAST ATM, SPi224
ANCHORAGE, AK 99504
<H) 333-9757 (M) 564-1718

T AM IN SUPPORT OF SB 44A, SPONSORED BY KEPTTULA YND HALFORD, ESPfc.LIAI.-LY
THE AMITIHM OF DUTY f-1. I BELIEVE THAT THE CHILEAN NEED TO BE EDUCATED
ABOUT ABUSE IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
*K_-**»**** VVt***<‘*K*‘ﬁ<*<.—)*)(«<F****X* &Xi-**if***X*****X—*******X*'t—*Xxxx*X*
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