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February 24, 1983

House Health, E d uc ati on and 

Social Ser vic es C om mi tte e 

R o o m  112, Capitol B ui ld in g  

Pouch V

J un eau , A K  99811 

attn: Mr. Dave P a l me r

Al th o u g h  I e a r n e s t l y  w ish to t e s t i f y  in person on H B 9 1 , I am u n­

able to pos tpo ne a trip on March 4th and, therefore, am s u b mi t t i n g  the 

f o l l ow in g  t e st im on y  in f avo r of the bill:

I a m  both a fam ily  and pr ofe ssional g e ne a l o g i s t  (Alaskan Records 

R es earch, Bu siness L ic e n s e  n u m b e r  B L00 020 1);  hold a BLA wi th  h i s t o ry  

e mp h a s i s  from the U n i ve r s i t y  of A las ka,  Junea u; am a f ul l- tim e s tu d e n t  

in the M a s t e r  o f  Arts in T e a c h in g p ro g r a m  at Ala ska  P a cif ic U n i ve rsi ty;  

am e m p l o y e d  h a l f - t i m e  at the UAJ library; t uto r history, e n g l i s h,  g e o g­

raphy, and logic at UAJ; a m Alumni R e p r es en t a t i ve  on the UAJ A s se m b l y ;  

have p u b l is he d  a fa mi l y  h i s t o r y  and am c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  (in ray spare 

time) on an historical novel.

With this va r i e t y o f  efforts unde rwa y, y o u  can u n d e r st an d w hy  I 

have little time to spend w r i t in g  back a nd  forth to p r o s p e c ti ve  clients 

to obt ain  the w r i t t e n  per mis sio ns re qu ir e d  before I can access vital 

s t a t i s t ic s data as my client's personal representative.

As it stands now,  individu als  can obt ain  vital s tat ist ics  on t heir 

own an cestors but  p r o f e s si on a l s  or those w o r k i ng  on far d is t a n t  lateral 

rela tiv es may not e a s il y do so. A bu sin ess  m u s t  be cos t-e ffective. 

R e p e a t e d c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is not (unless I ra is ed  my fees to c o v e r  it, 

w h i c h  w o u l d  price me out of the market). Thus, I si mpl y r ef er  m a n y  in­

qui r i e s to the off ice  of Vital S t a t i st ic s  an d so lose the fees I c oul d 

ob tai n for  doing the research myself.

Passa ge of this bill will help all who  are sea rch ing  for lon g-l ost  

relatives who "went up north to the go ldr ush  and w er e n e ve r  heard of 

a g a i n . "

B eing the f i r s t  of my family to reside in Alaska, I have no fami ly 

i nt e r es t in o p eni ng A l a s k a' s records., H owe ver , I w o u l d  p e rs o n a l l y  like 

to see my state on a p ar  with the rest of  the country. A f t e r  tr a c i n g 

several tho u s a n d of  my  own ancestors, la teral, and collateral re latives 

t hr ou gh  mo s t  of the no rt he r n  states and On ta ri o ,  and c o l l e c t i n g  h undreds 

o f  official d o c u me nt s  d ated  from 1738 to 1978, I have n e v e r  been refused 

a reco rd because o f  acce ss rest ric tio ns e x c e p t  hospital pa ti en t records. 

I feel that this bill is a step in the right direction but c oul d go f u r­

ther. People r e s e a r c h i n g  in A l a s k a  s ho u l d  meet with no more  r o adb loc ks 

than I have e x p e r i e n c e d  in o th er  states. I w o u l d  like to see the time 

limits of  100 a n d  50 y e a r s  reduced to a b out  30 years, if the purp ose  is 

genealogical research. The mos t p e rs ua s i v e  a rgu me nt  a g a i n s t  o pe ni n g  

birth records is the p r o b l e m  of illegitimacy. Besides the fact that it 

no longe r carries the stigma it on c e  did, a professional g e n e a l o g i s t  

co ul dn ' t  care less w h a t  the records say, all he or she is i n t e r e s t e d  in
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is locati ng the m for  the client. The c l i e n t  or  individual r e s ea r c h e r  is 

a m e m b e r  of the i ll e gi t i m a t e  c h ild 's f a m i l y  a nd thus has a personal i n t e r­

est  in keeping the fact  of i l l e g i t i m a c y  w i t h i n  the family.

I feel a per s o n 's  r ight to kno w a b o u t  t h e i r  own he rit age  ou t w e i gh s 

any "right to p r i v a c y " of t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  and this i ncludes a person' s 

righ t to hire a r e s e a r c h e r  if unable or  u n w i ll in g  to travel to J u ne au  to 

do t heir  own research. The re f o r e , I h i g h l y  r ec om men d passag e o f  this 

bill, p r e f e r ab ly  w i th  an a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w i n g  d is cl o s u r e to g en ea l o g i st s 

o f  those vital records not  made pu b l i c  by AS  18.50.310(f).

S i n c e r e l y

Kit S t e w a r t 

9119 N ag o o n  Lane 

Ju ne a u,  A K  99801 

789-9411
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iia te  le g is la tu re

h o u s e  o f  Rep re sen ta t i v e s

Pcuch V  
S ta te  Capito l 

Juneau , A la ska  99311

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: H O U S E  M A J O R I T Y  C AU C US

FROM: REP. R A M O N A  L. BARNES
H O U S E  M A J O R I T Y  L E A DE R

DATE: A p r i l  19, 1983

RE: CS HB 91 ( J u d i c i a r y ) ; "An Act re l at i ng  to
d i s c l o s u r e  of vital s t at i st ic s  records 
and information; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

C u r r en t  law p e r m i t s  v it al  statistics to b ecome  public only 
under very li mi te d  ci r cumstan ce s.  This bill w o u l d  allow 
vital s t a t i s t i c s  to be us ed for historical r e s e ar c h or 
g e n e al o gy  a f t er  s p e c i fi c time limitations w h i c h  are d es i g n e d  
to p r o t ec t the p e r s o n s  involved whil e m a k in g  i n fo r ma t io n  
a va i la bl e  for th os e  purposes.

Tim e l i m i t a t i o n s  are as follows: VJhen 100 year s have
el ap se d af t er  the date of birth, or 50 years hav e elapsed 
after the da te  of death, ma rr iage, or divorce, d i s s o l u t i o n  
of ma r ri ag e, or a n nu l lm en t , the records of these m a t te r s 
b e co me  public.

CN /rv
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Vital

S ta tis t ics 

( d i s c l o s u r e  of 

r ec ords)

HB0091
00069
01/20/83
H O U S E

HOUSE BILL NO. 91 by Bettisworth, entitled:
"An Act relating to disclosure of vital 
statistics records ana information; and 
providing for an effective date." 

was read the first time and referred to the Health, Educa­
tion & Social Services and Judiciary Carvnittees.

HB0091
00418
03/07/83
HOUSE
The Health, Education & Social Services Cormdttee has had 

HOUSE BILL NO. 91 (relating to disclosure of vital statistics 
records and information; effective date) under considera­
tion, reconrmends it do pass, and attaches a zero fiscal 
note. Concurring: Fritz (Co-Chairman), Goll, Koponen,
Cato and Davis.
HB 91 was referred to the Judiciary Committee.

HB0091
00857
04/14/83
HOUSE
The Judiciary Ccrmittee has had HOUSE BILL NO. 91 (relating 
to disclosure of vital statistics records and information; 
effective date) under consideration, reconmends it be re­
placed with COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 91 
(Judiciary) (sane title), and reports it back as follows: 
Bussell (Chairman), Liska and Hayes recommend do pass;
Wendte and Clocksin have no reconrnendation. A zero fiscal 
note was attached.
HB 91 was referred to the Rules Conmittee for placement on 
the calendar.

H OU S E  B I L L  NO. 9 1. by B e t ti sw o r t h .  Adds new section to AS 

18.50 .31 0 (Vital S t at i s t i c s  Act. D i s c l o s u r e  of Records) that 

w ou ld a l l o w  d i sc l o s u r e  of ce r t a i n records: "When 100 years

have e l ap se d aft.er the date of death, mar ria ge,  or divorce, disso 

lution of m ar ri age , cr annulme nt,  the r ec o rd s  of these ev e n t s  in 

the c u s t o d y  of the state re gi st r a r  bec o m e pub lic  re co rd s  subject to 

the p r o v i s i o n s  of AS 0 9 . 2 5 . 11 0  - 0 9 . 2 5 . 1 2 5 . "  (AS 0 9 . 2 5. 1 1 0  - 125, 

Evide nce . I n s p e c t i o n  and copies of public rec ords; I ns p e c t i o n  and 

co p y i ng  of pu b l i c rec ord s; Cop ie s of pu bli c r e c o r ds  for v et er ans ; 

E n f o r ce m e n t :  I n j u n c t i v e  rel ief .).  P r o v i de s  Act takes effect 

i m me d i a t e l y  .

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 9 1 , (see pag es 57 ;299) . R ep o r t e d  ba c k  to the 

Ho us e A p r i l  14 by J u d i c i a r y  r e c o m m e n d i n g  it be r epl a c ed  w ith 

a J u d i c i a r y  s ub st i t u t e  and that it do pass. Concur rin g:

Buss el l,  Cha irman, Liska and Ha yes . Not concur rin g: W e n dt e

and C l o c k s i n  had no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .  To Rules.

The J u d i c i a r y  s u b s ti tu te  adds two ne w sections. P rov id es  the 

B u r e a u  m a y  permit the use of da t a  c o n ' a i n ed  in v i t a l  stati sti cs 

r e c o r d s  for r es ea rc h  p u rp o s e s  ". . . ether than g e n e a lo g i c a l  or 

h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h . "  W o u l d  not a l l o w  for i n f o r m a t i o n  in vital 

s t a t is t i c s  records i n d i c a t i n g  that a rtrth o cc u rr e d  out of w e dl o c k  

to be d i s c l o s e d  as p r o v i d e d  by r e g u l a t i o n s  (c urr en tl y  allowed).



HB 91

"Vital s t a t i s t i c s "  r e f e rs  to re co r d s  o f  birth, deat h, fetal death, 

m a rr ia ge ,  d i v o r c e ,  a d o p t i o n  an d r e l a t e d  data. W i t h  s p e c i f i c  e x c e p­

tions, vital s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i nsp ection.

The l a n g u a g e  o f  HB 91, taken f r o m  t he 'Model S t a t e  Vital Sta ti s t i c s 

Act' p u b l i s h e d  b y  the P ub li c  H e a l t h  S erv ic e,  o p e n s  r e c o rd s  to the 

public: b i r t h  r e c o r d s  - 100 y e a r s  a f t e r  d a t e  of  birt h; and m ar ri age ,

death, d iv o rc e ,  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  or  a n n u l m e n t  r e c o r d s  - af ter  

50 yea rs.

P a s s a g e  o f  HB 91 will m a k e  pub l i c  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 3 , 0 0 0  o f  the 6 7 5,0 00 

re cord s h e l d  by  the S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r  of Vital Sta ti st i c s . T he  bill 

a d d r e s s e s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  of g en e o l o g i c a l  re sea r c he rs . A  zero fiscal 

note is a t t a c h e d  to the bill. C o m m i t t e e  of  ne x t  referral is the 

J u d i c i a r y  Co mmi tt ee .

D a v e  P a lm er  

M a r c h  4, 1983
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H O U S E  B I L L  91

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to d i s c l o s u r e  o f  v ital s t a t i s t i c s  r e c o r d s "

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  to A S  1 8 . 5 0 . 3 1 0  to a dd a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  u n d e r  (f) is s i m i l a r  

to  a p r o v i s i o n  in t h e  Mo del  S t a t e  Vital S t a t i s t i c s  A c t  w h i c h  is e n d o r s e d  by 

t h e  Council o f  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t s .

By  m a k i n g  p u b l i c ,  b i r t h  r e c o r d s  a f t e r  100 y e a r s ,  a n d  d e a t h,  m a r r i a g e ,  and 

d i v o r c e  r e c o r d s  a f t e r  5 0  y e a r s ,  it wi l l  s a t i s f y  t h e  n e e d  e x p r e s s e d  by m a n y  

w h o  d e s i r e  to  r e s e a r c h  t h e i r  " roots". Becaus'e'of t he  m ode l law, m a n y  s t a t e s  

h a v e  e n a c t e d  t h i s  p r o v i s i o n ,  w i t h  s uc ce s s ,  b e c a u s e ,  t h o s e  vi tal  r e c o r d s  r e­

l a t i n g  to t h e  l i v i n g  a n d  n e x t  o f  kin, are still p r i m a r i l y  p r o t e c t e d .

P a s s a g e  of  H. B. 91 w o u l d  m a k e  p u b l i c  a b o u t  3 3 , 0 0 0  o f . t h e  6 7 5 , 0 0 0  r e c o r d s  in 

t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  R e g i s t r a r  o f  Vital S t a t i s t i c s .

It is a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  c a r e  m u s t  be e x e r c i s e d  in p r o v i d i n g  a p l a c e  f o r  the 

p u b l i c  r e v i e w  o f  t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  w h i l e  a s s u r i n g  t he  c o n t i n u e d  s a f e k e e p i n g  o f  the 

d o c u m e n t s .  T h e  e x i s t i n g  s t a f f  ca n m o n i t o r  t he  r e c o r d  review .

T h e  Dep_.'tment o f  H e a l t h  an d Social S e r v i c e s  r e c o m m e n d s  p a s s a g e  o f  H o u s e  Bill 

N u m b e r  91.

R E C O M M E N D E D  BY:

B R O O K S  

R E G I S T R A R

O F  V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S

Date:

A P P R O V E D  BY:

Z  - / ? f $

R O B E R T  L O N D O N  S M I T H,  Ph.D. 

C O M M I S S I O N E R  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  & 

S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S

D a t e : ////f3



STATE OF ALASKA
PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF FISCAL IMPACT

Bi l l  M o :  H o u s e  B i l l  N u m b e r  91______________________  ̂ D a t e  o n  B i l l : __________________

tie: "An Art R p l a t i n g  tn Hi <; r 1 n<: n t p  of Vital s t a t i s t i c s  r p r n r r U "
S p o n s o r :  .___________________________________________________ ____________________________

R e q u e s t o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t i s w o r t h ________________________________________________

1. E s t i m a t e d  f i s c a l  i m p a c t s  o n:

a. E x p e n d i t u r e s :

_____________ ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  Pol T a r s i

F Y  8 3 FY  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  3 6

C a p i t a  1

O p e r a t i n q

T o t a l 0 0 0 0

b. R e v e n u e s : ___________ _____________________________

| R e v e n u e  . 1  I I  I I I 1 I

2. S o u r c e  o f  fu.ids to  o f f s e t  fis.cal i m p a c t  o f  b i l l :

R e s p o n € i b i 1 i t y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c f  f u n d i n g  is  t h a t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  b i l l

3. A s s u m p t i o n s :

4. D i s c l a i m e r :

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  0 M B  in t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  It doe 

n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S h e f f i e l d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  t h e  f i n a l  e s t i m a t e  o f  fise 

i m p a c t .

P h o n e :  4 6 5 - 3 3 9 1P r e p a r e d  B y : ___________ ________________________ _____________________________________ _______________________________

D i v i s i o n :  P l a n n i n g ,  F o l i c y  a n d  E v a T u a t i  on/_Vi t a 1 S t a t i  s t i  c sDate: F e b r u a r y  ? ? .  1 9 8 3

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :  D a t e :  'L /

D e p a r t m e n t :  / J J  &  *7 * > ____________________________________________________

5. D i s t r i b u t i o n :

O r i g i n a l  to L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

C o p y  t o  0 M B

rnrwj t n  ^ n n n s n r



iSi S . 5 0 . 3 1 G D 0 C U M E N T =  1 OF 1 P A G E  = 1 O F 2
C H A P T E R  = 1 8 . 5 ©
S E C T I O N  = 1 B . 5 0 . 3 1 0  
T I T L E  = 18 

HEADINGS T I T L E  18.
H E A L T H  AN D  S A F E T Y .
C H A P T E R  50.
V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  ACT.
A R T I C L E  4.
R E C O R D S .

-I T A T  l'ON SEC. 1 8 . 5 0 . 3 1 0 .
EATCH L I N E

D I S C L O S U R E  O F  R E C O R D S .

E X T  (A) TO P R O T E C T  T H E I N T E G R I T Y  OF V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  R EC ORD S,  TO
I N S U R E  T H E I R  P R O P E R  USE, A N D  TO I N S U R E  THE  E F F I C I E N T AN D  P R O P E R  
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N  O F T H E  V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  S Y S T E M ,  IT IS U N L A W F U L  FOR 
A P E R S O N  TO P E R M I T  I N S P E C T I O N  OF, OR TO D I S C L O S E  I N F O R M A T I O N  
C O N T A I N E D  IN V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  R E C O R D S ,  OR  TO C O P Y  OR I S S U E  A CO PY  
OF ALL  OR P A R T  OF A RE CO RD , E X C E P T  AS A U T H O R I Z E D  BY REGULATIONS- 
I S S U E D  U N D E R  T H I S  C H A P T E R .

(B) THE  B U R E A U  M A Y  P E R M I T  THE U S E OF D A T A  C O N T A I N E D  IN V ITA L

•S18 . 5 0 . 3 1 0  D O C U M E N T =  1 OF 1 F A G E  = 2 OF 2
S T A T I S T I C S  R E C O R D S  F O R  R E S E A R C H  P U R P O S E S .

(C) I N F O R M A T I O N  IN V I T A L  S T A T I S T I C S  R E C O R D S  I N D I C A T I N G  THA T 
A B I R T H  O C C U R R E D  OU T  OF W E D L O C K  S H A L L  N O T  BE D I S C L O S E D  E X C E P T  
U P O N  O R D E R  OF A S U P E R I O R  C O U R T  OR AS P R O V I D E D  BY R E G U L A T I O N S .

(D> A P P E A L S  F R O M  D E C I S I O N S  OF THE C U S T O D I A N S  OF L O C A L  
R E C O R D S  R E F U S I N G  D I S C L O S U R E  U N D E R  (A) A N D  <B) OF T H I S  S E C T I O N  
S H A L L  BE M A D E  TO T H E  S T A T E  R E G I S T R A R ,  W H O S E  D E C I S I O N  IS B I N D I N G■ 
U P O N  THE C U S T O D I A N  OF L O C A L  R E C O R D S .

(E) THE  D E P A R T M E N T  M A Y BY R E G U L A T I O N  P R O V I D E  F O R  THE R E L E A S E  
OF I N F O R M A T I O N  TO A U T H O R I Z E D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  OF O R G A N I Z A T I O N S  OR 
F O U N D A T I O N S  T H A T  COUNSEL. TH E N E X T  OF K I N  OF V I C T I M S  OF IN FAN T 
S U D D E N  D E A T H  S Y N D R O M E .

[STORY (SEC. 27 C H 118  S L A  1960; AM SEC. 1 CH 132 S L A  1978)

0601 * E N D  OF D O C U M E N T S  IN L I S T  - E N T E R  R E T U R N  OR A N O T H E R  C OM MA N D .



S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

P R E L I M I N A R Y  S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I S C A L  I M P A C T

Bill Mo: H o u s e  B i l l  N u m b e r  91_____________   • D ate on B i l l :______

lit1 e: ..llAn A c t  R e l a t i n g  t n  Hi srl n<;nrf. o f  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  recnr.ri-S.!!. 
S p o n s o r : _______________________________ _______________________________________________________

R e q u e s t o r :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t i s w o r t h _____________________________________________

1. E s t i m a t e d  fisca l i m p a c t s  on:

a. E x p e n d i t u r e s :

____________ ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  O o l l a r s 1

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 36

C a p i t a  1

O p e r a t i n q

Total 0 0 0 .. . P.. *

b. R e v e n u e s :

R e v e n u e ____________________           {

2. S ou r c e  o f  f u n d s  to o f f s e t  f is ca l i m p a c t  o f  bill:

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  is t h a t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  b i l l .

3. Assumptions:

4. D i s c l a i m e r :

T his s t a t e m e n t  has not b e e n  r e v i e w e d  by the 0MB in th* O f f i c e  o f  the G o v e r n o r .  It do es  

not r e p r e s e n t  the p o T T c y  of  the S h e f f i e l d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o r  the final e s t i m a t e  of  fis ca 

impact.

K ^ jU J   P h o n e : ____ 4 6 5 - 3 3 9 1P r e p a r e d  B y : _________________________________ ______  __________________ ________  _____

D i v i s i o n :  P l a n n i n g ,  P o l i c T T n d  E v a l vuationZ.V_i.tal S t a t i  sti r s Da t e:  r p h r n a r v  ? ? .  1 9 8 3

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :    Date: -z /  l - v / 1?' T.

D e p a r t m e n t :

5. D i s t r i b u t i o n :

O r i g i n a l  to L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

Co p y to OMB 

C o p y  to S p o n s o r
_ 2_ _ 2 / 8 / 8 3
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H O U S E B I L L  91

C

"An Act relating to disclosure of vital statistics records"

The amendment to AS 18.50.310 to add a new subsection under (f) is similar 

to a provision in the Model State Vital Statistics Act which is endorsed by 

the Council of State Governments.

By maki ng  public, birth records after 100 years, and death, marriage, and 

divorce records after 50 years, it will satisfy the need expressed by many 

who desire to research their "roots". Becaus’e of the model law, many states 

have enacted this provision, with success, because, those vital records r e­

lating to the living and next of kin, are still primarily protected.

Passage of H. B. 91 would make public about 33,000 of the 675,000 records in 

the custody of the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.

It is acknowledged that care must be exercised in providing a place for the 

public review of these records, while assuring the continued safekeeping of the 

documents. The existing staff can monitor the record review.

The Department of Health and Social Services recommends passage of House Bill 

Number 91.

RECOMMENDED TY

BROOKS 

REGISTRAR 

AU OF VITAL STATISTICS

Date:

APPROVED BY:

£  / f / J

LONDON SMITH, Ph.D. 

COMMISSIONER 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & 

SOCIAL SERVICES

Date: A/f3
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Iden ti ty  P ro tec t ion

iii d fjlsc status, occupation, membership, license, privilege, or identity 
or himself or another person shall be fined not more than S[ ]
>r imprisoned not more than [ ] years, or both.

(c) Any person who uses any such document to commit a crime shall 
’c punished by fine or imprisonment or both equal to that required by 
tatutc for the accompanying offense. Such sentence shall be served con- 
ccutivcly with that of the accompanying offense.

Section 4 . [Seve rab ility .] [Insert severability clause.]

S cc^ ^  5. [R ep ea l.] [Insert repealer clause.]

Section 6. [E ffective D a te .] [Insert effective date.]

Model S la le  Vital S tatistics Act O r f 7  7  O e e  \

The Model State Vital Statistics Act is a document designed to be used by state 
registrars of vital statistics and state legislators when considering revision of the 
vital statistics laws. The main objectives of the 1977 revision of the model act are (I) 
to incorporate current social customs and practices and current technology into the 
policies and procedures of the vita', statistics system in the states, (2) to promote the 
uniformity of these policies and procedures to the end that all vital records will be 
readily acceptable in all places as prima facie evidence of the facts therein recorded,
(3) to enhance the level of comparability of vital statistics data among the states, ar.d
(4) to minimize duplication within the vital statistics system and thereby achieve 
maximum administrative economy.

The historical philosophy of the vital statistics systems in the United States is that 
vital events be registered only in the state in which they occur. This concept is 
maintained in this revision of the model act. The jurisdiction of the state registrar 
extends only to boundaries of hic state, and standards for registration may be set 
and enforced only for those events occurring within those boundaries. This is a very 
important concept in maintaining the validity of vital records in their use for legal 
purposes. If it is to be respected, theappropriateproccdurcsforrccordingbirthand 
death information for United States citizens born or dying in foreign countries and 
certification of birth information for aliens adopted by United States citizens must 
continue to be the responsibility of those federal agencies which retain jurisdiction 
over recording these events.

While this revision of the model act docs not constitute an abrupt departure from 
earlier acts, there are several modifications that should be noted. The most 
significant change relates to the establishment of a centralized system for the 
collection, processing, registration, and certification of vital records in each state, 
whereby all vital events arc reported directly to the State Office of Vital Statistics. 
However, the model act contains authorization for local officcs-to perform those 
functions the state registrar may direct, including the receipt and processing of vital 
records nnd the issuance of certified copies, when such offices can be shown to be an 
aid to elficicnt nnd effective operation of the system. The model act further provides 
for the options of allowing such local offices to work with records only for their 
designated geographic area or to be given access to the entire state file and allowing 
them to issue certified copies without regard to w h cc  the event occurred within the 
state. The important concept, however, is that these offices are part of the State 
Office of Vital Statistics and arc under the direct control of the state registrar.

The recommendation for a change from a locally oriented vital statistics system to 
a centralized system is based on several considerations: (1) a centralized system 
produces more timely registration of the records, thereby improving the timeliness 
of all operations, including publication of statistical data as well as fulfillment of 
citizens’ needs for vital records services; (2) it decreases duplication and cost since 
many activities presently performed at local vital records offices arc repeated at the 
state office; (3) it reduces the opportunity for fraudulent use of certified copies 
because amendments to the records will be easier to control and certified copies will
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o f  each [divorce, dissolution of marriage, or annulment] decree 
Wanted during tlic preceding calendar month.

[(c ) [Provision for a recording fee may be added here if desired.]]

Section 22. [Amendment o f  V ita l R eco rd s .]
(a) A certificate or report registered under this act may be amended 

only in accordance with this act and regulations adopted by the state agen­
cy to protect the integrity and accuracy o f vital records.

(b) A certificate or report that is amended under this section shall be 
marked “Amended," except as otherwise provided in this section. The 
dale of amendment and a summary description of the evidence submitted 
in support o f the amendment shall be endorsed on or made a part of the 
record. The stale agency shall prescribe by regulation the conditions un- 

I d ^ ^ ic h  additions or minor corrections may be made tc ccft'fisatcs or 
IrcOTOS within one year after the date o f the event withotit the certificate 
|or record being marked "Amended."

(c) Upon written request of both parents and receipt of a sworn ac­
knowledgment of paternity signed by both parents o f a child born out of 
Vcdlock, the stale registrar shall amend the certificate of birth to show 
puch paternity if paternity is not already shown on the certificate of birth, 
such certificate shall not be marked “Amended."

(d) Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of [court of competent 
Jurisdiction] changing the name of a person born in this state and upon 
Icqucst of such person or his or her parents, guardian, or legal represent­
ative, the state registrar shall amend the certificate of birth to show the 
Jew name.

(c) Upon receipt of a certified copy of an order of [court of competent 
lirisdiction] indicating the sex ol an individual born in this state has been 
tiangcd by surgical procedure nnd that such individual’s name has been 
li.iJHd, the certificate of birth of such individual shall be amended [as 
1-cW.cd in Regulation 10.8(a)(5)] to reflect such changes.
(0 When an applicant docs not submit the minimum documentation 

Iciuircd in the regulations for amending a vital record or wncn the state 
Igistrar has reasonable cause to question the validity or adequacy of  
1: applicant’s sworn statements or the documentary evidence, and if the 
Ificiencics are not corrected, the state registrar shall not amend the 
lnl record and shall advise the applicant o f the reason for this action and 
[ill further advise the applicant of the right of appeal to [court of com- 
Icnt jurisdiction].
Ig) When a certificate or report is amended under this section, the 
lie registrar shall report the amendment to any other custodians of the 
111 record and their record shall be amended accordingly.

|icction 23. [R ep rodu c tion  o f  V ita l R eco rd s .] To preserve vital records, 
slate registrar is authorized to prepare typewritten, photographic,

Vital Statistics

3 electronic, or other reproductions of certificates or reports in the [Of-
4 ficc of Vital Statistics]. Such reproductions when certified by the state
5 registrar shall be accepted as the original records. The documents from
6 which permanent rcproductic ^ have been made and verified may be
7 disposed of as provided by regulation.

1 Section 24. [D isc lo su re  o f  In fo rm a tio n  f r o m  V ita l R eco rd s .]
2 (a) To protect the integrity o f vital records, to ensure their proper use,
3 and to ensure the efficient and proper administration of the system of vital
4 statistics, it shall be unlawful for any person to permit inspection of, or
5 to disclose information contained in vital records, or copy or issue a
6 copy of all or part of any such record except as authorized by this act and
7 by regulation or by order of [court of competent jurisdiction]. Regulations
8 adopted under this section shall provide for adequate standards of sccuri-
9 ty and confidentiality of vital records.

10 (b) The state agency may authorize by regulation the disclosure of in-
11 formation contained in vital records for research purposes.
12 (c) Appeals from decisions of custodians of vital records, as designated
13 under authority of Section 6(b), who refuse to disclose information, or to
14 permit inspection or copying o f records as prescribed by this section and
15 regulations issued hereunder, shall be made to the stale registrar whose
16 decisions shall be binding upon such custodians.

-*17 (d) When 100 years have elapsed after the date of birth, or 50 years
' [3-i have elapsed after the date of death, marriage, or [divorce, dissolution of 
JJP^Tnarriagc, or annulment], the records of these events in the custody of the
20 state registrar shall become public records and information shall be made
21 available in accordance with regulations which shall provide for the con-
22 tinned safekeeping of the records.

1 Section 25. [C op ies  o r  D a ta  f r o m  the System o f  V ita l Statistics.] In ac-
2 cordancc with Section 24 nnd the regulations adopted pursuant thereto:
3 (I) The state registrar [and other custodian(s) of vital records au-
4 thorized by the stntc registrar to issue certified copies] shall upon receipt
5 of a written application issue a certified copy of a vital record in his or her
6 custody or a part thereof to any npplicnnt having n direct and tangible in-
7 tcrcst ill the vital record. Each copy issued shall show the dntc of registra-
8 tion and copies issued from records marked "Delayed" or “Amended”
9 shall be similarly marked and show the effective dntc. The documentary

10 evidence used to establish a delayed certificate shall be shewn on all
11 copies issued. All forms and procedures used in the issuance of certified
12 copies of vital records in the state shall be provided or approved by the
13 state registrar.
[4 (2) A certified copy of a vital record or any part thereof, issued in
15 accordance with Section 25(1), shall be considered for all purposes the
16 same as the original and shall be prima facie evidence of the fncts stated
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

House Bill Number 798 V.T ' CJI . REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No.___________  ___________________
Title "An Act relating to disclnsnr- of vital statistics records"
Requested by____________Rpprpspntativp Kgttisworth Date____________

II. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected_ Department of Health and Social Services
Program Category Affected niviginn nf Administrative Services
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected t w p p h  nf Vital Statistics 
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 0 0 0 n
200 TRAVEL 0 0 0 0 0 0
300 CONTRACTUAL 0 0 n 0 n n
400 COMMODITIES A O n n n n
500 EQUIPMENT .0 0 0 0 n 0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL
.4 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND .4 0 0 n n n
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)

POSITIONS

FULL TIME 
PART TIME 
TEMPORARY

0 n n n n n

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

1. 8 foot table

2. Chairs (2)

$225.00

$175.00

$400.00

IV. DATE; 0  j x j r . £ 3 , / f / z -  I

L
' /n / ^ PREPARED BY

a g e n c yA ;
Original: Legislative Finance PHONE <//p, 
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (Firs' gislator ^Jdmed) 
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)

/c c
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COMPLETE DOCUMENT IS AVAILABLE IN ORIGINAL F ILES , 
T IT LE  PAGE ONLY HAS BEEN FILT1ED.
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