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HOUSE BILL NO. 418

"An Act relating to the rights of physically disabled persons."

The effect of the act: As 18.05.020(b) entitles a visually and

otherwise physically disabled person full and equal accommodations, 

advantages, facilities and privileges on all common carriers, airplanes, 

motor vehicles, trains, buses, street cars, boats or any other public 

conveyance, hotels, lodging, places of public accommodation, amusement, 

or resort and other places to which the general public is invited.

Section (c) of AS 18.05.020 provides that a blind person has a 

right to be accompanied by a guide dog in places listed in Section (b).

HB 418 expands Section (c) to include a service dog in the same way 

as a guide dog is now allowed to accompany a physically disabled person

in places listed in (b) of AS 18.06.020.

The existing law and the amendment proposed by HB 418 each provide

that the guide or service dog shall be allowed to accompany the person

at no extra charge and that the person with the dog shall be liable for 

any damage done by the dog.

Discussion:

Guide dogs have for a long period of time, been provided by law 

with sanctions which allowed them to accompany their master as he 

conducted his normal living routine. More recently dogs have been 

trained beyond the seeing eye skill and are being utilized as "hearing 

dogs" to aid the deaf as well as to retrieve and facilitate for the 

immobile person. This expanded use of the trained service dog to aid 

the physically handicapped has presented a legal and financial problem 

to the owner who must deal with a system which limits itself to the 

single class of guide dog as a recognized exception and treats all other 

service dogs as pets.

HB 418 includes services dogs as equal to guide dogs and elevates 

these animals from the category of being only a pet.

Recommendation:

The Department of Health and Social Services supports HB 418.

Recommended by:

Date:

   a —
Philip Shapiro, M.D. 

Director, Division of 

Mental Health and 

Developmonta1 Di sabi1i t i os

A * ;A *

7\ rP> t
Roh'ert Lohclon Smith, Ph.D~ 

fommissioner 

partment of lleoHh and 

Social Services

A f :
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FISCAL IIOli: [k u v V s 2on

I. .RFOUFST . II. jn.?i;AL..I»FTAII.

iUi'lT/Kvsolution No. ; H°use Bill 418 __ A«jciicy At looted: Health_& Social Servicer.

! Ti tie: Rights of physically disabled .p_ers_ons Frog rein Ca lego 1 y AI 1 ec tod: ,,caJ th

Sponsor: Ta ch ir, Fritz, and Lindauer  BRU, Program of S u b p r o g r a m ^  Ai ic'cted:

i R e q u e s t o r ’ :__________________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

EXPENDJTURFS/REVENUES: (Thousands of Do!' ars)

OPERATING

1 Y 83 FY M I Y 85 FY 80 I'Y 8/ I'Y 88

100 PERSONAL SLRV1CES 

200 TRAVEL 
300 CONTRACTUAL 

'400 COMMODITIES'

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND ft STRUCTURES

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

1 OTAL OPERA!J KG -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL □

:[ KLVLKUE

UIIDJNG: (Thousands of Dollars)

GLI.’LRAL IUKU 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER (Specify Source)

! POSITIONS:

I UI.I.-11 ME 

PART-TIME 

TEMPORARY

III. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT Of BILL:

1

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for any Analysis

// /K
. Prepared By: Philip S h a p i r o ,    ,/{'/'(

' ^ivis\011: Mental Tlealth .L^gveloiiinentaT.Pi^abii'ities

; Approved by Coii'.mir.i0n e i t 
, Depart ment: _Nealth and Social ~Serviccs

P h o n e 465-3370 

Date: 5/2/1/83.
D a t e :  _ £ /± S Z ljL .

Distribution:

Original to Legislative Finance

Copy t/j ()i I'ice of Itin.itjeiiS'ul and Budget; (for legislature 'introduced bills)

Copy to Di'p.irlinenI. (lor Governor introduced bill:;)

Copy to Sponsor

Copy l.o IJ * • c ji n •!'. tor (if different from Sponsor) 3//;/.



M EM O RAN DUM State of A laska

T0:HESS Committee

Alaska State Legislature

DATE: Hay 24, 1983

Fn0M:Michael C. /lorgan . . - 

• . Director . / ' '.T;--
Division of Vocational -•> 

Rehabilitation Mr

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO:

SUBJECT:
HB 418

'• Please find attached a fiscal note from the Department of Education on 

HB 418, An Act relating to the'rights of physically disabled persons."

:.r. .'■-.'i-i i*r-r - i' •; . '• ' ' •• *••• •
While the division has not had the opportunity to discuss the content of this 

* bill with the State Board of Education, I can see no reason.why the Board 

would object. ./ • V: L- " . ... ; •••-— • • • :

The bill simply includes some provision of rights for the physically disabled 

in an existing statute. '• • ' • . •••.j. ; .. •.*

There will be no cost to the Department of Education.

02-OOIA (Rev. 10/79)



STATE OF ALASKA 

FISCAL NOTE 1 Revision Date 1983 1

HB418

REQUEST

Bi 11/Resolution No.:__________________

Title: Rights of Physically Disabled

Sponsor: Representative Lacher_______

Requestor: Representative Lacher

II. FISCAL DETAIL

* Agency Affected: Education

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Pol

Program Category Affected:Voc Rehab 

BRU, Program of Subprogram(s) Affected: 

Vocational Rehabilitation _

OPERATING

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL ---v '•

300 CONTRACTUAL v . -:-- 

400 COMMODITIES .r "

500 EQUIPMENT

600 LAND & STRUCTURES - . 

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC

i

-

To t a l o p e r a t i n g U u JJ U U

ars)

CAPITAL

L
“REVENUE

"UNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND n 0 r, n n

FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER (Specify Source)

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY • 1 1

III. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:

IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page for any Analysis

yn P 2 s ^ L llPrepared By: Michael C. Morgai ___ _____

Division: Vocational RehabiL//ajvian_ ^

Approved by Commissioi^^ - ^ ^ r a  Rayno/d^Jr. 

Department: Education

Phone: 465-2814

Date: Hav 24.1983

Date: May 24.1983

Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance . •

Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)

Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)

Copy to Sponsor .
Copy to Requestor (if different from Sponsor) 3/8/83



April 29, 1983

Barbara Lacher, State Representative 
Pouch V  
Juneau, 99811

Dear Representative Lacher:

I would first like to corrmend you for the outstanding -legislative job you have 
done to date for the Matanuska-Susitna Valley residents. Your tenacious ability 
to work hard and represent all of your constituents fairly is a tribute to your 
office and your personal abilities. . .

Enclosed y ou will find a House Bill recently passed in Morth Dakota to admit 
handicapped persons accompanied by a service dog to public places. I a m  not 
familiar with the Alaska State law regarding this subject but assume it speaks 
only to guide dogs for the blind. Could you please research the existing legis ­
lation and inform me as to the possibilities of amending the law to include 
service dogs for the handicapped. I plan to b e  in Juneau May 20, 1983, and would 
like to meet with you to discuss this matter in depth.

As the Coordinator for Project ACTIVE, a developmental and adapted physical 
education program in the Mat-Su Schools, I a m  pleased to state that our District 
is in compliance with PL-94 142 with regard to physical education for the hand­
icapped child. It disturbs me greatly to know that this is not true in other 
schoral districts in our State. Hence, handicapped children, Statewide, are being 
short changed and indeed their school districts may be in violation of  the 
Federal Law, PL - 94 142. I plan to meet with William Mulnix, Director of the -  
Office for Exceptional Children, i:; the Department of Education in Juneau. I 
would appreciate your assistance in scheduling a meeting with Hr. Mulnix on 
May 20,1983.

m

Representing the Alaska Association of Health, Physical Education, Recreation 
and Dance (AAHPERD), I plan to meet with Darby Anderson^ Office of School 
Improvement, Dept, of Ed., to determine the role "AAHPERD can take to insure 
quality health and physical education programs through the Effective Schooling 

Plan.

I plan to write the aforementioned persons to set up meeting times on May 20. 
However, your accessibility to local phone calls in Juneau will be of great 
service to me  in verification of these meetings.

Ihank you for your time and efforts in the above matters. I will be awaiting 
your confirmation of our possible meeting.

Respectfully yours, 

Barbara Cadden



Forty-eighth 
Legislative Assembly 
of North Dakota

Introduced by

Representative Eagles

"• 30309.0100 r *

1 A  BILL for an Act to amend and reenact section 25-13-0?. of the North

2 Dakota Cerrtury Code, relating to the admittance to public places of

3 blind and physically handicapped persons who are accompanied by a

4 guide or service dog.. -
. r » * ** * <

5 BE IT E N A CTED B Y  T HE LEGISLATIVE ASSE M B L Y  OF T H E

6 -STATE OF N O R T H  DAKOTA: ;

7 SECTION 1. AMENDMENT. Section 25-13-02 of the North Dakota

8 Century Code is hereby amended and reenacted to read as follows:

9 • 25-13-02. Blind pe rson o r p h y s ic a l ly  hand icapped pe rsons
10 accompanied by guide or service dog to bo admitted to public places. Every

11 totally or partially blind person shall have-

12 accompanied by a guide dog and every physical

13 shall h-ve the right to be accompanied by a service d og, especially

14 trained for the purpose those purposes, in places of public

15 accommodations, common car.'ers, and all places in which the public

16 is generally invited.'without being required to pay an extra charge

17 for the guide or service dog; provided that he such persons shall be 

IB liable for any damage dcre ■?•••-. 7 ~.r facilities by =a=h dog
19 the dogs. . *

HOUSE BILL NO. 1469

Page No. 1 30309.0100



5 18.05.050 A l a s k a  S t atutes 5 18.06.010

Fee. 18.05.001. P en a lly  fo r violation. A person who violates a 
provision of this .'hapter or a regulation adopted under this chapter is 
guilty of u misdemeanor and, upon conviction, is punishnblc by a Pino 
of not mnro than $.100, or by imprisonment for not more than one year. 
Each duy thiil a ; arson continues a violation is a separate oflcnso. 
(5 -tO-l-titc) ACL.A 1U491

Ilcvlio r'ino tc*. — T htw o rd i’n ilto r"  *promul?«t*d’  followlnf "rtjtuUtlon’  by 
were deleted preceding "rrg\;l.ilion" tn d  l ie  rcvuor o! iu u u lti  pursuant to AS 
the word ‘adapted* wa> nub.titulcd far 01.05.031.

See. 18.05.070. D efinitions generally . In this chapter 
* (1) "department” means the Department of Health and Social Ser­

vice*;
(7) "commissioner" ntean* tho commissioner of health and social 

srrviccs. ({ *10-1-1 ACt.A 10*19; ant § 2 eh 1*19 SLA 1968; am J 0 eh 104 
SLA 1971)

Itcvtror1* note*. — 11io teal of n former lUtulea undr.’ authority of AS 01.05.031,
•ulnxtion lb), defining "impairment* aa Ixglalutlve Malory rcporla. — For
u* d in A.H IHIISII44 imd 1 H U.5 0 IB, wen riparlonch . 140 Sl.A 108 laSIIll 35S am
-flocied to thoaaacctiona by tho reviaorof H), arc 1008 lltiuiu Juurnul, p. 475.

Chapter 0G. Rights of Blind and Othcrwiso 
Physically Disabled Persons.

8ecllon Suction
JO. Sirtli* policy 40. Penalty fur denying rlgltU
*0. 60. Definition#
30. HigltU «• pcJoatrloii#

Coll ti i i*f m t reform er*. — 16 Am. Jur. 
2J, l*ivi! (I 14.

II I • al ,M , ClVll KilIiIn Stllll lit || It'))!
II MM

KiJuiion of |Kr»-in I fur fin»un other 
lh»n color or rjccl from place of public 
tnlcrUinmcnl or amusement. 1 AU123 
1166.

flufcineutl or eainbliihfiicnlft railing 
within itate civil righu alotuto |iiovi”iun« 
pruhihitiitj*iliMniiiiiuitiwn M7 Al UJ.I I2U.

Municipal corporation'* power to tr iad  
rlvll rigliia tirilliuuin*. M Al.lllM 

Itmivi'rjr lit ili.niiinri n* mnuily fur 
wrongful <li«n llitlimlltin unilur Mtiilu ur 
I»k il civil rlghU provision#. AS AI.IUIJ 361.

Conatniclion and cfTcd of atolu Irgiala- 
lion forbidding job diacrimmatlnn on 
account of phyilcal handicap. 00 ALHSd 
303.

See. 18.00.010. Slide policy. It la tho policy of this otato to oncour- 
utfe and cnnhla tho htiml, tho vinunlly lumtllcnppeil, and tho othorv'lao 
phyhirally iliNuhtnl In purliri|nit<« fully in tlm Mii'iiil nrul economic life 
nf iIn*iditlcmid in imi^uoo in innnnmitlivi'iMtiplnvtmMil (Q rli 111 • 41 .A
\m\

5 18.06.020 IICAI.TII AND SAFETY 5 18.06.010

Sec. 18.06.020. n ig h ts , (it) Thu blind, the visually handicapped, 
and the otherwise physically disabled huve the same right us tho 
able-bodied to tho full and free pcdcstriun use of the streets, highwuys, 
sidewalks, wulkwuys, public buildings, public facilities, and oilier pub* 
lie places.

(b) The blind, tho visually handicapped, and tho otherwise physi­
cally disabled are entitled to full and cquul accommodations, 
advantages, facilities, and privileges of all common carriers, airplanes, 
motor vehicles, railroad trains, motor buses, street cars, boats or any 
other public conveyances or modes of transportation, hotels, lodging 
places, places of public accummodulion, amusement or resort, and other 
places to which tho general public is invited, subject only to the condi­
tions and limitations established by law and applicablo aliko to ull 
perttnnit.

(e) Totally or purliully blind persons liuvu tho right to be 
accompanied by a guide dog, especially trained for the purpose, in any 
of the places listed in (b) of this suction without being required to pay 
nn extra charge for tho guide dog; however, tho person with the guide 
dog is liable for any dumagu dono to the premises or facilities by tho 
dog. (! 2 eh 19 SLA 1972)

See. 18.0B.0nn, Right* iih pctlc irlnns.T lio driver oTa motor vehi­
cle upprouching a totally or purl!' ly blind pedestrian who is carrying 
a cano predominantly while or mclullic in color, with or without a red 
tip, or using a guide dog shnll take all necessnry precautions to avoid 
injury to the pedestrian, and a driver who fulla to tnko all necessary 
precaulinna and causes injury to the pcdcstriun is liable in tlumages for 
the injury caused. A totally blind or partially blind pedestrian not 
carrying a cano as described in this section or using a guide dog in any 
of tho plnccs, accommodations or conveyances set out under AS 
18.06.020 has all of tho rights and privileges conferred by law upon 
other persons, and tho failura of a totally or partially blind pedestrian 
to carry a cane tin deticrilieil in thin (tertian nr la use n guide ting is not 
by Itself evidence of i-imlrilmliiry uegiigeiiie. IS 2 eh III St,A U)72i

Sue. IH.00.0-10. I’cnulty  fa r denying rights. A purmm who denies 
or interferes with admittance to or enjoyment of the public facilities sol 
out in AS 18.00.020 or otlierwisu interferes with thu rights of a totally 
op pnrlinlly blind or othcrwiso disabled person is guilty of n misde­
meanor and upon conviction in punisliahlu by a fino of nuL more than 
$1,000, nr by IniprlHiiuimmf fur nut mure limn til) tiny*. ur by Imlh. (t 2 
eh 19 SLA 1072)

6 7
1
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