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STATE OF ALASKA

FISCAL NOTE Revision Date 1983
l. REQUEST 1. FISCAL DETAIL
Bill/Resolution No.; HB 332 Agency Affected:Carmerce & Eoon. Dev.
Title:"ffedical Board-Cmtinuaticn" Program Category Affected :Ptfc>iic riot.
Sponsor: t™Mvv - & Commerce Committee BRU, Program of Subprogram(s) Affected:
RequestorH.E.& S.S. Canmittee Occipational Licensing

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Do! ars)
FY 83 FY 84 FY 35 FY 86 FY 87 =Y 83

OPERATING 1 1
100 PERSONAL SERVICES |
200 TRAVEL | 1
300 CONTRACTUAL - 1 1
,400 COMMODITIES 1
500 EQUIPMENT | i
600 LAND & STRUCTURES 1 1
700 GRANTS, CLAIMS, ETC | - .
TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
CAPITAL
REVENUE
FUNOING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Specify Source)
POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY
I11. SOURCE OF FUNDS TO OFFSET FISCAL IMPACT OF BILL:
IV. ANALYSIS: Attach a separate nage for any Analysis
&<rwull / 1
Prepared By: Darrell Miller (1 A Phone: 465-2535
Division Occipational Licensing Date: April Iz, iybJ
Approved by Commissioner: Ridiard A. Lyon f t z Date: 4/Ff3/t3
Department: Coimeroe & Economic Development

Distribution:
Original to Legislative Finance
Copy to Office of Management and Budget (for Legislature introduced bills)
Copy to Department (for Governor introduced bills)
Copy to Sponsor
Copy to Requestor Mf different from .Sponsor)
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House Labor amd Commerce Committee

March A, 1983

Representative Joe Hayes, Speaker of House
Alaska House of Representatives

Pouch V,

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: Alaska State Medical Board

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Pursuant to AS AA.66.050(a) the House Labor and
Commerce Committee has held hearings regarding the above
referred Board. Under AS AA. 66.050(e) the Committee
recommends adoption of the attached Committee Bill
continuing the Board. The Legislative Budget & Audit
Committee report outlined some concerns that have been
reviewed by the Alaska State Medical Board. The Labor &
Commerce Committee 1is satisfied that those concerns are

being addressed in an expeditious®"manner.

The Committee believes the Alaska State Medical Board
should be reestablished. The Alaska State Medical Board
regulates the practices of medicine, osteopathy, and
acupuncture by physicians, osteopaths, physician assistants,
paramedics, and podiatrists. By establishing minimum
educational and experience requirements and actively
investigating complaints from the public and other

practitioners, the Alaska State Medical Board provides a



needed public service. Specifically, the findings of the
Committee of the public need for the Board as required under e
AS AA.66.050(c) are as follows:

AS AA.66.050(c) 1 A determination as to whether a board
or commission or agency program has demonstrated a public
need for its continued existence fhall take into

consideration the following factors:™

(D the extent to which the board, commission or program
has operated in the public 1interest;
t
The Alaska State Medical Board provides for
examinations twice a year and has held an average of A

meetings a year in various Jlocations throughout the State.

2) the extent to which the operation of the board,
commission, or agency program has been impeded or enhanced
by existing statutes, procedures, and practices which it has
adopted, and any other matter, <1including budgetary,

resource, and personnel matters;

The Alaska State Medical Board has been impeded in 1its
operation by the lack of statutory authority to address
licensing and business practice(s) violations. Also, the
Division of Occupational Licensing has been unable to
provide support necessary to the Board and the Courts are
not placing emphasis on the findings of the Board developed
through the hearing prc”ess.

(3) the extent to which the board, commission or agency has
recommended statutory changes which are generally of benefit

to the public interest;



The Alaska State Medical Board has recommended and
strongly supported legislation to correct these problem

areas.

(4) the extent to which the board, commission or agency has
encouraged interested persons to report to it concerning the
effect of its regulations and decisions on the effectiveness
of service, economy of service, and availability of service

which it has provided;

The Alaska State Medical Board has encouraged
interested persons to report by advertising and requesting

public input on proposed regulation changes.

(5) tne extent to which the board, commission or agency has
encouraged public participation in the making of its

regulations and decisions;

The Division of Occupational Licensing places
advertisements of the Alaska State Medical Board®s meetings

and examinations.

(6) the efficiency with which public inquiries or
complaints regarding the activities of the board, commission
or agency filed with it, with the department to which a
board or commission is administratively assigned, or with
the office of the ombudsman have been processed and
resolved;

While there have been no consumer complaints filed with
the Ombudsman or the Attorney General®™ , Office regarding the
Alaska State Medical Board, there 1is no provision for

consumer complaints in AS 08.64.



a) the extent to which a board or commission which
regulates entry into an occupation or profession has

presented qualified applicants to serve the public;

The Alaska State Medical Board has 1issued 349 licenses,
temporary permits, locum tenens permits, physician assistant
authorizations, and paramedic authorizations since July
1981. The Board has a liberal policy of licensing by
endorsing physicians from other states. The Alaska State
Medical Board requires the FLEX exam and of completed

internship or residency which serves to protect the public.

(8) the extent to which state personnel practices,
including affirmative action requirements, have been
complied with by the board, commission or agency to its own

activities and the area of activity or interest; and

The Committee believes the Alaska State Medical Board

to be in compliance with applicable law and regulation.

(9 the extent to which statutory, regulatory, budgeting or
other changes are necessary to enable the agency, board or
commission to better serve the interests of the public and

to comply with the factors enumerated in this subsection.

The Committee believes adoption of the proposed
legislation would better serve to protect the interests of
the public.

Pursuant to AS 44.66.050(d) the Committee recommends
the following:

(d) A.s to each board, commission, oOr agency progranm
assigned to it for purposes of review, the committee of
reference shall, not later than the 60th day of the

legislative session, submit a report to the presiding



officer of the house. The report shall contain a summary of
the findings of the committee as to the compliance of the
board, commission or program with the factors enumerated in
(c) of this section, together with a summary or
recommendations of the committee as to each of the

following:

(1) an identification of the problems or the needs that the
programs and activities of the board, commission or agency
are intended to address;

The Alaska State Medical Board regulates the medical
practice of physicians, osteopaths, physician assistants,
podiatrists, and acupuncturists.

(2) a statement, to the extent practicable, of the
objectives of the program of the board, commission, or

agency program, and its anticipated accomplishments;

The objective of the Alaska State Medical Board is to
ensure that the public 1is provided safe and effective
medical care by qualified health care professionals.

(3) an 1identification of any other programs having similar,
conflicting or duplicate objectives;

The Committee found no other program having similar,
conflicting or duplicate objectives.

(A) an assessment of alternative methods of achieving the
purposes of the program;

The Committee could find no viable alternative method

of achieving the purposes of the Alaska State Medical Board.



(5) <an assessment of the consequences of eliminating the
board, commission or program and consolidating 1its
activities with another program, or of funding it at a lower
level;

The Committee believes the consequence of eliminating
the Alaska State Medical Board or funding its activities at
a lower level would be an unnecessarv exposure to potential
improper medical care.

(6) a justification for the recommended continuation or
extension of the board, commission or program, and an
explanation of the manner in which it avoids duplication of
or conflict with other efforts; and

The critical necessity for proper medical treatment is
the primary justification for the continuation of the Alaska
State Medical Board.

(7) any other information which, i1 the opinion of the
committee, would 1improve the performance of the board,
commission or agency with spect to its representation of

and responsiveness to the public interest.
The Alaska State Medical Board should be given
legislative support in addressing the concerns outlined by

the Legislative Budget and Audit report.

Respectfully submitted:
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