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S t a t e  p f  A l a s k a

W A L T  F U R N A C E ,C H A IR M A N  
R IC K  U E H L IN G , V IC E  C H A IR M A N

J O H N  C O W D E R Y  
N IIL O  E. K O P O N E N  

H U G H  M A L O N E  
J O H N  R IN C .S TA D  

R O N  W C N D T E

■ i P O U C H  V 
J U N E A U , A L A S K A  99811 

(907) 465*3892

H o u s e  L a b o r  a m d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m it t e e

M a r c h  A, 1983

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Joe Hayes, S p e a k e r  of H ou se  

A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

P o u c h  V,

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: A l a s k a  S ta t e M e d i c a l  B o a r d

D e a r  Mr. Speaker:

P u r s u a n t  to AS  A A . 6 6 . 0 5 0 (a) the H o u s e  L a b o r  and 

C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  has h e l d  h e a r i n g s  r e g a r d i n g  the a b ov e  

r e f e r r e d  Board. U n d e r  AS AA. 6 6 . 050(e) the C o m m i t t e e  

r e c o m m e n d s  a d o p t i o n  of the a t t a c h e d  C o m m i t t e e  Bill 

c o n t i n u i n g  the Board. T he L e g i s l a t i v e  Bu dg e t  & A u d i t  

C o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t  o u t l i n e d  some c o n c er n s that h a v e  b e e n  

r e v i e w e d  by the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board. The L a b o r  & 

C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  is s a t i s f i e d  that those c o n c e r n s  are 

b e i n g  a d d r e s s e d  in an e x p e d i t i o u s ' m a n n e r .

T he  C o m m i t t e e  b e l i e v e s  the A l a s k a  S ta te  M e d i c a l  B o ar d  

s h o u l d  be r e e s t a b l i s h e d .  The A l a s k a  State M e d i c a l  B o a r d  

r e g u l a t e s  the p r a c t i c e s  of m e d i c i n e ,  o s t eo p at h y,  and 

a c u p u n c t u r e  b y  p h y s i c i a n s ,  o s te o p a t h s ,  p h y s i c i a n  as si s t a n t s ,  

p a r a m e d i c s ,  a n d  p o d i a t r i s t s .  By e s t a b l i s h i n g  m i n i m u m  

e d u c a t i o n a l  a nd  e x p e r i e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and a c t i v e l y  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c o m p l a i n t s  f r o m  the p ub l ic  and o t h e r  

p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  p r o v i d e s  a



n e e d e d  p u b l i c  ser vice. S pe c if i c a l l y ,  the fi n di n gs  of the 

C o m m i t t e e  of the p u b l i c  n e e d  f or the B o a r d  as r e q u i r e d  u nd er  • 

AS A A . 6 6 . 050(c) a re  as follows:

AS A A . 6 6 . 050(c) 11 A d e t e r m i n a t i o n  as to w h e t h e r  a b o a r d  

or c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  has d e m o n s t r a t e d  a p u b l i c  

n e e d  for its c o n t i n u e d  e x i s t e n c e  fha ll take into 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  the f o l l o w i n g  f a c t o rs :"

(1) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or p r o g r a m  

h a s  o p e r a t e d  in the p u b l i c  interest;

t

Th e A l a s k a  St at e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  p r o v i d e s  for 

e x a m i n a t i o n s  t w i c e  a y e a r  and has  h e l d  an a v e r a g e  of A 

m e e t i n g s  a y e a r  in v a r i o u s  loc at io ns t h r o u g h o u t  the State.

2) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the o p e r a t i o n  of the board, 

c o m m i s s i o n ,  or a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  ha s b e e n  i m p e de d  or e n h a n c e d  

b y  e x i s t i n g  statu te s,  p r o c e d u r e s ,  and p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h  it has 

a do pt ed, and any o t h e r  ma tt e r,  i n c l u d i n g  b u d ge t ar y,  

r e s o ur c e,  and p e r s o n n e l  m at ters;

The A l a s k a  St a te  M e d i c a l  B oa r d has b e e n  imp ed e d in its 

o p e r a t i o n  b y  the lack of s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  t:o addre ss  

l i c e n s i n g  and b u s i n e s s  p r a c t i c e ( s )  vi o la t i o n s .  Also, the 

D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  has b e e n  u n a b l e  to 

p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  n e c e s s a r y  to the Bo a rd  and the Co ur t s are 

n o t  p l a c i n g  e m p h a s i s  on the f i n di n gs  of the B o ar d d e v e l o p e d  

t h r o u g h  the h e a r i n g  p rc ^e ss .

(3) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  has 

r e c o m m e n d e d  s t a t u t o r y  ch an g es  w h i c h  are g e n e r a l l y  of b e n e f i t  

to the p u b l i c  in terest;



T h e  A l a s k a  S ta te  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  h a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  and 

s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  to c o r r e c t  these p r o b l e m  

a r e a s .

(4) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the boa rd, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  has 

e n c o u r a g e d  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  to r e p o r t  to it c o n c e r n i n g  the 

e f f e c t  of  its r e g u l a t i o n s  and d e c i s i o n s  on the e f f e ct i ve n es s  

of servic e,  e c o n o m y  of service, a nd a v a i l a b i l i t y  of se rvice 

w h i c h  it h as  provide d;

T h e  A l a s k a  State M e d i c a l  B o a r d  h as e n c o u r a g e d  

i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  to r e p o r t  by  a d v e r t i s i n g  and r e q u e s t i n g  

p u b l i c  i n pu t  on p r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n  changes.

(5) tne e x t e n t  to w h i c h  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  has 

e n c o u r a g e d  p u b l i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in the m a k i n g  of its 

r e g u l a t i o n s  an d  de cis i on s;

T he  D i v i s i o n  of O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  places 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  of the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board's m e e t i n g s  

a n d  e x a m i n a t i o n s .

(6) the e f f i c i e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  p u b l i c  in qu i ri e s or 

c o m p l a i n t s  r e g a r d i n g  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the board, c o m m i s s i o n  

or a g e n c y  f i l e d  w i t h  it, w i t h  the d e p a r t m e n t  to w h i c h  a 

b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n  is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  assigned, or w i t h  

the o f f i c e  of the o m b u d s m a n  h a v e  b e e n  p r o c e s s e d  and 

r e s o l v e d ;

W h i l e  t he re  ha v e b e e n  n o  c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s  filed w i t h  

the O m b u d s m a n  or the A t t o r n e y  Ge ne r al '  , O f f i c e  r e g a r d i n g  the 

A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board, th er e is no p r o v i s i o n  for 

c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s  in A S  08.64.
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(7) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  a b o a r d  or c o m m i s s i o n  w h i c h  

r e g u l a t e s  e n t r y  into an o c c u p a t i o n  or p r o f e s s i o n  has 

p r e s e n t e d  q u a l i f i e d  a p p l i c a n t s  to se rve the public;

T h e  A l a s k a  S ta te  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  has i ssued 349 licenses, 

t e m p o r a r y  permit s,  l o c u m  t en e ns  permits , p h y s i c i a n  a s s i s t a n t  

a u t h o r i z a t i o n s ,  and p a r a m e d i c  a u t h o r i z a t i o n s  since Ju l y 

1981. T he  B o a r d  has a l i b e r a l  p o l i c y  of l i c e n s i n g  b y  

e n d o r s i n g  p h y s i c i a n s  f r o m  o t h e r  states. T he A l a s k a  Stat e 

M e d i c a l  B o a r d  r e q u i r e s  the F L E X  e x a m  and of c o m p l e t e d  

i n t e r n s h i p  o r  r e s i d e n c y  w h i c h  s erves to p r o t e c t  the public.

(8) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t a t e  p e r s o n n e l  practi ce s,  

i n c l u d i n g  a f f i r m a t i v e  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  hav e be e n  

c o m p l i e d  w i t h  b y  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  to its own 

a c t i v i t i e s  and the ar e a  o f  a c t i v i t y  or interest; and

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  b e l i e v e s  the A l a s k a  State M e d i c a l  B oa rd  

to b e  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  law and reg ul at ion.

(9) the e x t e n t  to w h i c h  s t at ut o ry ,  regul a to r y,  b u d g e t i n g  or 

o t h e r  c h a n g e s  are n e c e s s a r y  to e na b le  the agency, b o a r d  or 

c o m m i s s i o n  to b e t t e r  serv e the i n t e r e s t s  of the p u b li c  and 

to c o m p l y  w i t h  the f a c t o r s  e n u m e r a t e d  in this subsection.

The C o m m i t t e e  b e l i e v e s  a d o p t i o n  of  the p r o p o s e d  

l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  b e t t e r  s e r v e  to p r o t e c t  the i n te rests of 

the public.

P u r s u a n t  to AS 4 4 . 6 6 . 0 5 0 ( d )  the C o m m i t t e e  re c om m e n d s  

the fo ll o wi n g:

(d) A.s to eac h board, c o mm i s s i o n ,  or a g e n c y  p r o g r a m  

a s s i g n e d  to it for p u r p o s e s  of revie w,  the c o m m i t t e e  of 

r e f e r e n c e  shall, n ot  l a t e r  than the 60 th  da y  of the 

l e g i s l a t i v e  session, s u bm i t a r e p o r t  to the p r e s i d i n g



o f f i c e r  of the house. The r e p o r t  s ha ll  c o n t a i n  a s u m m ar y  of 

the f i n d i n g s  of  the c o m m i t t e e  as to the c o m p l i a n c e  of the 

b o ar d,  c o m m i s s i o n  or p r o g r a m  w i t h  the f a c to r s e n u m e r a t e d  in 

(c) of this section, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s u m m a r y  or 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the c o m m i t t e e  as to ea ch  of the 

f o l l o w i n g :

(1) an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the p r o b l e m s  or the n ee ds  that the 

p r o g r a m s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  of the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or a g e n c y  

are i n t e n d e d  to address;

T h e  A l a s k a  State M e d i c a l  B o a r d  r e g u l a t e s  the m e d i c a l  

p r a c t i c e  of p h y s i c i a n s ,  o s t e o p a t h s ,  p h y s i c i a n  assi stants, 

p o d i a t r i s t s ,  and a c u p u n c t u r i s t s .

(2) a s ta te m e n t ,  to the e x t en t  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  of the 

o b j e c t i v e s  of  the p r o g r a m  of the boa rd, comm is si on, or 

a g e n c y  p r o g r a m ,  and its a n t i c i p a t e d  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ;

T he  o b j e c t i v e  of the A l a s k a  S ta te  M e d i c a l  Bo ar d is to 

e n s u r e  that the p u b l i c  is p r o v i d e d  safe and e f f e c t i v e  

m e d i c a l  car e by q u a l i f i e d  h e a l t h  care p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

(3) an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of any o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  h a v i n g  similar, 

c o n f l i c t i n g  or d u p l i c a t e  ob j ec t i v e s ;

T he C o m m i t t e e  f ou nd  no o t h e r  p r o g r a m  h a v i n g  similar, 

c o n f l i c t i n g  or d u p l i c a t e  ob j ec t i v e s .

(A) an a s s e s s m e n t  of a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d s  of a c h i e v i n g  the 

p u r p o s e s  of the program;

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  fin d no  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d  

of  a c h i e v i n g  the p u r p o s e s  of  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board.
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(5) °an a s s e s s m e n t  of the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of e l i m i n a t i n g  the 

b o a r d ,  c o m m i s s i o n  or p r o g r a m  and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  its 

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p rogram , or of f u n d i ng  it at a lower 

l e v e l ;

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  b e l i e v e s  the c o n s e q u e n c e  of e l i m i n a t i n g  

the  A l a s k a  S t a t e  M e d i c a l  B o a r d  or f u n d i n g  its a ct iv i t i e s  at 

a l o w e r  l e v e l  w o u l d  b e  an u n n e c e s s a r v  e x p o s u r e  to p o t e n t i a l  

i m p r o p e r  m e d i c a l  care.

(6) a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for the r e c o m m e n d e d  c o n t i n u a t i o n  or 

e x t e n s i o n  of  the board, c o m m i s s i o n  or p r og ra m,  an d an 

e x p l a n a t i o n  of the m a n n e r  in w h i c h  it a v oi ds  d u p l i c a t i o n  of 

or  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  o t h e r  efforts; a n d

T h e  c r i t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  for p r o p e r  m e d i c a l  t r e a t me n t is 

the p r i m a r y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for the c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  the A l a s k a  

S t a t e  M e d i c a l  Board.

(7) a n y  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w hi ch ,  ii the o p i n i o n  of the 

c o m m i t t e e ,  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  the p e r f o r m a n c e  of the board, 

c o m m i s s i o n  or  a g e n c y  w i t h  spect to its r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

a nd  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  to the p u b l i c  interest.

T h e  A l a s k a  S t at e  M e d i c a l  B oa r d s hould  be given 

l e g i s l a t i v e  s u p po r t in a d d r e s s i n g  the c o n c e r n s  o u t l i n e d  by 

the L e g i s l a t i v e  B ud ge t  and A u d i t  report.

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submitted:
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g e n c y  , * .
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