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REPRESENTATIVE DON CLOCKSIN
Alaska House of Representatives

1 5 2 7  H S T R E E TASSISTANT MINORITY LEADER a n c h o r a g e , a l a s k a  99501
S 0 7 I 2 7 B -A186

WHILE IN JUNEAU:
' *  PCUCH V 

JUNEAU . ALASKA 69BT1 
(907)Ae5-3/0A

SUMMARY OF  H O U S E  BI L L  107 > •

R I G H T  T O  N A T U R A L  D E A T H

P u r p o s e :  R e c o g n i z e s  th e f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t  o f  a d u l t s  i n  A l a s k a  to

c o n t r o l  t h e  d e c i s i o n  to h a v e  a r t i f i c a l  life  - s u s t a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  

w i t h h e l d  o r  w i t h d r a w n  in  t h e  c a s e  of a t e r m i n a l  c on dit io n.

D e c l a r a t i o n  F o r m :  A n  a d u l t  may s i g n  a w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  

o r  h e r  d e s i r e  t h a t  a r t i f i c i a l  m e a n s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  u s e d  to p r o l o n g  the  

d y i n g  p r o c e s s .

R e v o c a t i o n : E x p l a i n s  h o w  a p e r s o n  c a n  r e v o k e  the w r i t t e n  d e c l a r a t i o n .

P h y s i c i a n ' s  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y :  An a t t e n d i n g  p h y s i c i a n  m u s t  c e r t i f y  t h a t

t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  c o n d i t i o n  is t e r m i n a l  in o r d e r  f o r  the p a t i e n t  to q u a l i f y  

u n d e r  t h e  s t a t u t e .

I m m u n i t y :  A  p h y s i c i a n ,  h e a l t h  f a c i l i t y ,  or l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i n g

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a p h y s i c i a n  is i m m u n e  f r o m  a n y  l i a b i l i t y  if t h e y  

a c t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the p r o v i s i o n  o f  the b i ll .

P e n a l t i e s :  P e n a l i z e s  p e r s o n s  w h o  c o n c e a l  o r  f a l s i f y  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f

a n o t h e r ,  a n d  s u b m i t s  a p h y s i c i a n  to c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  f a i l u r e  to 

c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  of h i s  or h e r  p a t i e n t .
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J a n uary 25, 1983

The Ho n o r a b l e  Don Clocksin 
A l a s k a  House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A K  99811

D e a r  Represen t a t i v e  Clocksin:

The Alaska State Eospital Association is plea s e d  
to offer our support for HB 107, An Act Relating to the 
Right for a Natural Death. This is a responsible 
approach to resolving a critical, ethical and legal 
m e d ical problem.

A question does come to m i n d  as to what would 
h a p p e n  to a physician and/or a health facility when 
care is w i t h h e l d  pursuant to a "valid" declaration, 
but subsequent to death a discovery is made that a 
rev o c a t i o n  existed.

m e a s u r e .

cc: House HESS
House Judiciary

F-rr*»OcfTl C*nm» L  DeWrtl 
JuneJU



MOUSE BILL NO. Iu7

"An Act relating to the right to a natural death."

The right of a competent individual to d ecide whether life-sustaining 

procedures should he used in the face of a terminal illness or injury has 

re ce iv ed  increasing attention in recent ye a rs  as medical technology has 

expanded and individual cases have re ceived media attention.

This Bill provides a process through which competent individuals can 

p articipate in decisions regarding their care when afflicted with a t e r­

minal condition. "Terminal condition" is re st ric te d to situations in 

wnich two physicians determine that death will occur whether or not life- 

s ust aining procedures a^e used. These procedures would only apply when 

a competent individual makes a positive decision to forego life-sustaining 

intervention and not in circumstances such as occurred in the much pub­

licized Quinlan case.

The Bill appears to address the interests of the declarant, the health 

care providers and the heirs of the dying person. The Department of Health 

and Social Services supports the intent of this Bill. It is assumed the 

De pa rt me nt of Law is also reviewing it for adequacy of legal safeguards 

for participants as well as the penalty provisions.

POSITION PAPEJ^

Recommended by:
/

E. S. Rabeau’, M.D., Director 

Division of Public Health 1

Date:

Approved by:

/-

Robert London Smith, Ph.D.

Commissioner

Department of Health & Social Services

Date: -W o
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F I SCAL NOT E

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. House Bill No. 107______________ ,______________________
Title "An Act re lating to the rioht to a nature 1 d e a t h . 11 

Requested by House HESS Committee Date 2/1/bd

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected H e a l t h  and Social Services______________________________________
Program Category Affected H e a l t h ________________________________________________________

BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected_______________________________________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

F Y  S3 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86 FY 87 FY 88

100 P E R S O N A L  SERV I C E S
2 00 T R A V E L
300 C O N T R A C T U A L
4 0 0  C O M M O D I T I E S
500 E Q U I P M E N T
600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S
700 G R A N T S ,C L A I M S ,E T C .

TOTAL 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  FUN D
F E D E R A L  FU N D S
O T H E R  (Specify Source)

0 0 0

0 ' 0 u

POSITIONS

F U L L  TIME
P A R T  TIME
T E M P O R A R Y

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

This Bill prescribes pr oc ed u re s  to al lo w adult persons to control 

decis io ns relating to the wi th ho ld in g or wirhdrawal of li fe - su st a in i ng  

pr oc ed ur es  when they s uffer fr om  a terminal illness or injury.

IV. date 2/1/83___________________ p r e p a r e d  by Deem F. Tirador, M.D.
AGENCY Health and S o cial Services

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 465-3150______________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)

3 3 - 0 0 1  (Rev. 12/82) OflB REVIEWED BY! M a NCY BUNN
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s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e

MEMORANDUM
To t h e  c o m m i t t e e :

E x ecu tiv e^D irec to r  o f St t e ° S i a 2 r M ^ L n s e? o ^ i  ^  ^  ° f f i c e . o f i t h e

e l e g i s l a t i o n  a t  t h e i r  meeting on February 17, 1983.

R e p .  D o n  C l o c k s i n



P o s i t i o n  Paper 

OL D ER  A L A S KA N S CO MM ISS IO N

We r ec om me nd  that the O AC  s u pp o rt  the passage of HB 107 "An a ct  relating to 

the r ig ht of a natural death".

W i t h  two i ns ig n if i ca n t word  changes H B  107 is the s a m e  as HB 8 5 5  introduced 

by Rep. Cl ocksin and Rogers in the 12th l eg is la t ur e s e c o n d  session,

F e b r u a r y  15, 1982. T he  fi r st  ch ange is found on page 3 line 29 under

s e c t i o n  18.12.020. "Become" in the ol d bill is n o w  "is" ("...the

r e v o c at i on  IS effe ct ive  on c o mm un i cat io n. .. " rather than  . . ."t he revocation 

b e c om e s e f fe ct iv e. .. ).  The second change is found o n  page 5 line 29 under 

s e ct i on  18.12.050. In the old bill the pe na lt y for f a l s i f y i n g  or forg in g a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  wh ic h d i r ec t ly  causes l if e  sustaining p r o c e d u r e s  to  be wi th hel d 

or w i t h d r a w n  and de a th  to be h as te n ed  "commits the crime o f  m ur d e r  in the 

f i r s t  de gree." In HB 307 the penalty is the same e xc e pt  t ha t it reads

" dea th  to be hastened vi ol at es  AS 11.41.100". The s e n t e n c e  f o r  conviction 

o f  m u r d e r  in the fi rs t degree is "at least 20 y e a r s  and not m ore than 99 

y e a r s "  (AS 12.55.125).

T he  concept in HB 855 was s up po rt ed  for passage by the 1981 Alaska White 

H o u s e  Co nf e re nc e  on Aging, March 15, 1981. The d e l e g a t e s  to the White 

Ho u se  C on fe re nc e on Agi ng  s u p p or t ed  passage of H B  £55 in a mee tin g of 

F e b r u a r y  24, 1982 and r ep or te d that action to the O l d e r  A l a s k a n s  Com mi ss ion  

F e b r u a r y  25, 1982 and asked for OAC s upport . T h e r e  a p p e a r s  to be no

HB 107 "Right to a Natural Death" February 15, 1983



' ■ ■ i i M i a i i i r  I I I  m i  i i h h u u w  .

O l d e r  Ala sk ans  Commiy;'‘ on Page 2
P o s i t i o n  Paper KB 1 0 / ^

action taken by the OAC in meetings on that date or later on April 28 or 

- 29, 1982 or June 2, 3, or 4, 1982.

The most significant discussion on the merits of HB 107 will center on the 

exact definition of "life sustaining procedures" and "the performance of 

medical procedure considered necessary to provide for the comfort of a 

qualified patient."

The nursing profession considers intravenous fluids and feeding as

providing "comfort of a qualified patient." To withhold iv fluids and 

feeding in the view of the nursing profession is to promote dehydration and 

starvation.

The problem is that to provide fluids and feeding prolongs life, in some 

cases for years, when there is absolutely no hope for recovering and death 

is inevitable. Presently a comatose patient at Nakoya health center in 

Anchorage who has brain damage and was expected by doctors to die soon

after admission has been sustained by fluids and food administered 

intravenously for over three years. The intravenous feeding and food might 

be considered to provide comfort but they thwart, the intention of the right 

to a natural death. Furthermore, the question of a comatose person being 

comfortable or not from starvation or dehydration is moot if he has no

feeling. The degree of comfort or discomfort from the process of

withholaing fluids and food is subject to the administration of other pain 

killers. It would appear that when a patient is unable to take fluids and 

food orally and there is no hope of recovery, administering them 

intravenously is a life sustaining procedure and thwarts the intention of a



O l d e r  A lask an s  Commisz±?ri Page 3
P o s i t i o n  Pa pe r  HB 107^="' —

right to a natural death. We recommend that section 18.12.120 definitions 

on page 7 be changed to add under section 3 "life sustaining procedures"

subsection (a)...means a medical procedure or intervention^ INCLUDING

INTRAVENOUS FEEDINGS AND FLUIDS,) ---- . '*

Impact on agencies; If this bill were authorized and passed it might 

result in less expense to the tax payers of Alaska for whom this bill would 

provide some relief at the point of not having to sustain a number of

people in a comatose condition that is otherwise hopeless. That is the 

greatest impact.

A similar impact on nursing homes would reduce the population in nursing 

homes where people are now being sustained. If they had their will they

might not themselves wish to be so.
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A L A S K A N S  F O R  LIFE
In c o rp o ra te d

P. O. Box 2186 
Juneau, Alaska 99803

March 1^, 1983

TO: Members of the House HESS Committee - Alaska Legislature

Subject; H.B. 107, "An Act relating to the right to a
natural death"

INTRODUCTION:

House Bill No, 107. an act relating to the right to a 
natural death, is "living will" legislation similar to so- 
called "death with dignity" and "natural death acts" pro­
posed in many State Legislatures across the country. We 
are opposed to legislation of this kind.

We do not argue with the stated goals of the bill. We 
recognize the basic right of the patient to refuse the use 
of devices to prolong life when death is imminent. We a]so 
believe it is healthy for people to think about their death 
and to prepare for it.

from
Wi

theOur opposition to this kind of legislation stems 
manner in which it attempts to achieve its goals, we 
are opposed to the concept of the living will because of the 
havoc it will cause in the physician-patient relationship 
and other potential harm that legislation of this kind may 
bring with it.

OBJECTIONS:

In general, the followin''; summarizes our thoughts about this bl

1. Living will legislation is unnecessary; patients* 
already have those rights that this bill seeks
to convey to the patient.

2. Superimposing a "legalism" into the decision sur­
rounding the natural death process will hinder and 
interfere with good medical practice rathe*’ than 
help it.

3. This bill, if passed, will undercut the :r'sen^l,y 
recognised rights of the majority wn.o will no: si*m 
-l J ivlng wi 1.1 .
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2 .

The bill promotes uninformed consent to a future 
decision, the circumstances and details of which 
are unknown at the time of the decision.

5. The bill Involves a dangerous precedent in implying 
that tne physician has rights over the patient 
and that the State confers those rishts.

ALTERNATIVE LEGISLATION

What does this legislation seek to do? Presumeably it is 
the desire of the supporters of this kind of legislation 
to protect the rights of either the patient or the physician 
or both. While we do not accept the need for this bill its 
goals could be accomplished without also jeopardizing the 
rights of non-signing patients and physicians.

We suggest a direct approach. Pass a lav; acknov;ledglng the 
fundamental rights of the patient to make decisions affecting 
their care and restate the principle that oxtra-ordinary 
life sustaining measures may be withdrawn by the attending 
physician when done in his best judgement under the usual 
and customary standards of medicine following approval of 
the patient and/or family.

This approach would avoid the difficulty of definitions.
There would be no requirement for signing a directive 
affirming one's rights and consequently no Injury to those 
who do not sign and there would be no pitfalls and potential 
for serious abuse that exists in living will legislation.

CONCLUSION

We have chosen not to comment on specific provisions of
H.B. lO/, We believe this bill, in any form which gives 
legal status to a written directive, is not in the best 
interest of society. We urge you to preserve the rights 
of all patients by rejecting the concept of the living will.

Sidney Heldersdorf 
ALASKANS FOR LIFE, INC.



I tear the p o w e r o i  c h o ice  o v e r life  or d e a th  at 
hum an hands I see  no  hum an b e in g  w hom  I c o u ld  
ever trus t w i 'h s u ch  a p o w e r  -  n o t m y s e lt or 
any o the r

P earl S. B uck . N o b e l Laurea te

A socie ty  is m easured  by the w ay it trea ts  its young, its 
old, and its help less. W e recogn ize  tha t the em phas is  
today is  on qua lity  o t life ', bu t we m ust no t le t ou r 
conce rn  tor qua lity  ove rpow er o u r c o nce rn  lo r LIFE 
itse lf
W e m ust sa feguard  the va luab le  too l w e  now  have to 
de te rm ine  each  and eve ry  case  ind iv idua lly  —  not by 
leg is la tion  but by H UM AN  R IG H TS  N ow  that m ed ica l 
techno logy  has advanced  to the  po in t w here  w e no 
longer have  a un ifo rm  de fin ition  o f d e a th " to  ro ly  on, 
w e m ust rely on  hum an rights  tor o u r e th ics  —  for we 
can  no m ore lus tily  p ro long ing  the  dy ing  p rocess by the 
app lica tion  ot abus ive  techno logy w hen  thore  is no 
poss ib le  hope o f recovery  than  w e  can  ju s tify  bury ing  
the "d o u b tfu lly  d e a d "

OUR  C H A L L E N G E  IS C LE A R .
W e m ust;
• take a m ore rea lis tic  and accep ting  app roach  to 

aging, d isab ility , dying, and death ,
• re -evam ale  hosp ita ls  and ins titu tions  and  restructure  

them , it n ecessa iy , to  m eet the ir v ita l and  d ifficu lt 
tasks. M uch C AN  tie  done to  m ee t the needs  o f the 
d isab led  and  dy ing  O ne  such  success fu l p rogram  is 
the HO SPICE concep t, w h ich  o ffe rs  loving, 
compassion,i».o and skilled c a re  tor the  dy ing

• Innld ca ring  and conce rned  co m m u n itie s  w h ich  w ill 
p ie s e iv e  and de fend  hum an life, r ig h ts  a nd  d ign ity

• becom e be tto r in fo rm ed  on  today 's  life  issues  so that 
we m igh t he lp  o the rs  unde rs tand  thorn.

THE Q U E S TIO N  IS; A RE  W E G O IN G  T O  S A Y , " I 'M  
S O R R Y  YOUR LIFE IS D IF F IC U LT . I W IL L  K IL L  
Y O U ," OR ARE W E W IL L IN G  TO  S A Y , " I 'M  SO R R Y  
Y O U R  LIFE  IS D IFF IC U LT . W H A T  C A N  I DO  TO 
M A K E  IT B E T T E R "?
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You ve heard tins w ord  on  TV  Y ou vo seen it in the 
new spapers  W hat does  it m oan  to y o u 9 D oes it m ean  
that to e v e ry o n e ?
The re a l m ean ing  o t the  w o rd  E U T H A N A S IA  is 
m uddled, because it co n ju re s  up  im ages  o l eve ry th ing  
from  the  sense less  s laugh ter o f m illions  in Nazi 
G erm any. It ' m ercy  k illings , to pu lling  the p lug on  o ld  
U ncle C harlie  w hen th e re  is no m o re  hope o l recovery 
U sua lly  w e hea i abou t eu thanas ia  in te rm s  of 
jw s iliv o  active  e u thanas ia  ( fo rc in g  a person  to d ie), o t 
negative  passive e u thanas ia  ’do ing  noth ing, a llo w in g  
dea th  to com e  na tu ra lly ) Hut is  m ed ica l science rap id ly 
changes, those d is tinc tions  becom e  c n g u llu d  in a 
"rh e to ric a l sm okescreen  and a becom es increas ing ly  
im portant lor us to c le a r the air so that w o m ight fully 
u n d e is ta n d  th is I If I and  D E A TH  issue  that m ay  w e ll 
a ffe c t us,
Today, the w o n t  eu thanas ia  has been  i. lc h o d  to 
inc lude  three g u ile  d itfe ie n t concep ts

•  D ea th  w ith  D ign ity
• M e ie y  K illing
• D ea th  S e lls  lien

1 D E A TH  W i l l )  D IG N ITY , in the  truest sense, m eans 
a llo w in g  a te rm in a lly  ill p a tie n t to  d in  n a tu ra lly , 
w ithou t the m echan ized  despe ra tion  that o lte n  tu rns 
de a th  in to an inhum ane  o id e a l (e g. not using, or 
d iscon tinu ing , e x tra o rd in a ry  m eans w hen a jio rs o n  
has irrevocab ly  e n te red  the p rocess  o f dy ing  — in 
som e ins tances ca lled  p u llin g  the p lu g ")

E AC H  O F US H A S  TH E R IG H T TO  E X P E C T A N D  TO 
D E M A N D  TO DIE W ITH  D IG N IT Y , JU S T A S  W E H AV E  
THE R IG H T TO E X P E C T  A N D  TO  D E M A N D  TO  LIV E  
W ITH  D IG N ITY.

eu th a -n a -s ia  , \ ii-tha-'na-zhfe
th u n u to s  d e a t h  m o r e  a t  i h a \ \  
i n d i v i d u a l s  ( a s  p e r s o n s  o r  d o m e s !  i 
o r  i n j u r e d  t o r  r e a s o n s  of m e rc y

n [G k. easy death, fr. eu- + 
s ] : the act or practice o f  killing 
animals) that are hopelessly sick 

e u t h a - n e s i c  Vzik. -s ik \  cidj
R, ,••• res .a 9 - ... I l n
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TH E  IN TE N T IS W H A T  W E  M U S T K EE P  U P P E R M O S T 
IN O U R  M IN D S :

Th is  is no t to  s a y  tha t w e  shou ld  neg lect the  dy ing  
person. The  dy ing  person, like any hum an being, is 
e n titled  to  m ed ica l ca re  tha t is reasonab le  and prudent 
under the  c ircum stances  invo lved, a llow ing  h im  to live  
w ith  d ig n ity  until the  m om ent o l dea tti.

N o chu rch  o r m ed ica l g ro u p  d isa p p ro ve s  o l Death w ith 
D ign ity : no  leg is la tion  is  necessary  to c la rily  th is. W hat 
is necessa ry  is educa tion  and support lo r dy ing  persons 
and the ir fam ilies.

W e m ust con tinue  to C A R E , even w hen there is no 
hope  lo r C UR E .

2 M E R C Y  K IL L IN G  is  pos itivo , d irect eu thanasia , e ither 
vo lun ta ry  o r invo luntary . A s opposed  to D eath  w ith  
D ign ity , w h ich  perm its  tho  dy ing  to  d io  naturp lly , 
M e rcy  K illing  om p loys  o c tlv o  m e a n s  to  c a u s e  d o a th , 
o r a t toast to speed up  doa th  (such as a le thal 
in joction).

M orey K illing  a lso inc ludos tho a b a n d o n m e n t o r  
w ith d ra w a l o t  o rd in a ry  m e d ic a l c a ro  —  those m edica l 
and  surg ica l p rocoduros  com m on ly  used to  rnlievo 
su ffe rings  and prob lem s duo to in ju ries  and/or illnesses, 
based  on  tho in d iv id u a l patient, tho  in d iv id u a l 
c ircum stances , and lha  ava ilab le  m ed ica l technology. 
(An oxam p lo  o f th is  second typo o l M orey K illing  w ould  
bo tho  d en ia l o l necessary  surgery to a  ch ild  w ho is 
ro ta rdod. whon, if noodod  by a "n o rm a l"  porson, tho 
rdonticn l ca ro  w ou ld  not bo guos lionod .)
W E  M U S T M A IN T A IN  A  C L E A R  D IS TIN C TIO N  
B E T W E E N  "LF .T  H IM  D IE ”  a n d  " K IL L  H IM  O F F ".

3 DF.ATH S E LE C TIO N  (invo lun ta ry  o r ovon m andato ry 
ou thanas ia ) Invo lves tho  k illing  o f porsons w ho  are 
"n o  longer consldo rod  socia lly  uso fu l" or w ho  are 
judgod  to  bo a "b u rd e n "  on  socie ty. Th is  typo o f 
ou thanas ia , m oro  ap tly  ca llod  M A N A G E R IA L  
E U TH A N A S IA , Is roo tod  in a hard-coro u tilita rian ism  
w h ich  sons no va luo  beyond socia l u tility, and 
ba lances  llfo so lo ly  on  a  c o s t/bono lit scalo. D oath 
S u loction  —  tho "s lo o p o r"  In th is  doba te  —  posos a 
roa l th roa t to  m any  g roups  In o u r socie ty, ospocln lly  
tiro  aged, tho  sovo ro ly  hand lcuppod, and tho 
ro ta rdod.

A re w e m e re ly  a llow ing  na tu re  to take its course 
w hen there  is  no  m ore hope, w hile  m ak ing  the patient 
as com fo rtab le  as poss ib le?  (Death  w ith  D ignity)
O r, is  the  in ten tion  to  H E LP  TH E  IN D IV ID U A L TO  
D IE , e ithe r by d ire c t  k i l l in g  o r by  d o in g  n o th in g , 
w h e n  h e lp  a n d  s u p p o r t Is  p o s s ib le , even  though 
c ircum s tances  m igh t be d ifficu lt?  (M ercy K illing)
O r. is the  in ten tion  to  D E S TR O Y  A  H UM AN  
IN D IV ID U A L O R  G R O U P S  O F  HUM AN  
IN D IV ID U A LS  b e c a u se  th e y  a re  u n w a n te d , 
Im p e rfe c t, o r  In c o n v e n ie n t?  (Death S election)

r r ^ r r r r i i m

E ach o f us shou ld  bo concorned  about ou thanas ia  
because  p ro -e u th a n a s ia  s o c ie t ie s  a rc  a liv e  a n d  
g ro w in g , bo th  in num bers  and in in fluence. A m ong tho 
m ost active  a re  thn  E uthanasia  Socloty o l A m oricn 
(recon lly  renam ed tho  S oclo ty fo r tho R ight to D ie. Inc., 
because  tho  w o rd  "o u th a n a s ia " hurt lobbying  o ffo its ), 
tho E u thanas ia  E ducationa l C ouncil, and tho A m erican  
H um an is t S ocie ty.

A no tho r o rgan iza tion , tho  G ood Doath Fo llow ship , wrote 
in its  q u a rto ily  pub lica tion  "E u thanas ia  N ow s" (Vol. t .  
No. 1) lh a l tho  fo llow sh ip  "Is  des igned, In ossonco, to  
he lp  poop lo  to  ach lovo  a good d oa th ". T ho  satno Issuo 
s ta tos: "S o v o ra l m a jo r indus tries  aro po isod  and roady 
to m nko ava ilab le  not m oro ly  "ano tho r p ill"  hut a w ldo 
and co lo rfu l rango o f p roducts  and m o thods to m oot tho 
noods o f thoso  w ho  havo livod Ihoir livos  and cro  about 
roady  for a good  d o a th ."

Tho ph ilosoph ies  o f tlio so  o rgan iza tions  havo sproad 
w ido ly  —  in to  tho  c lassroom s, in to  pub lic  policy, and 
in to  tho log is la tu ros.
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O ver th ree -fou rths  o f o u r s ta tes  have  in troduced  and /o r 
passed eu thanas ia  o r dea th -re la ted  b ills —  rang ing  Irom 
"D ea th  w ith  D ign ity  and  "N a tu ra l D eath  A c ts "  to 
reg is tra tion  a llow ing  fo r d ire c t killing .
•  The  1975 M on tana  b ill H B 256 w ou ld  a llow  a doc to r to 

a d m in is te r  e u th a n a s ia , o r to  ins truct a nu rse  to do 
so, o r to  provide  le tha l d rugs  to th e  fam ily. A ny 
ind iv idua l o ve r 18 cou ld  s ign  a s ta tem en t, revocab le  
on ly  once , to  q u a lify  fo r m ed ica ted  death .

•  The 1975 W iscons in  A ssem b ly  B ill 1207 proposed 
that anyone ove r the age o l seven cou ld  m ake  an 
o ra l or w ritten  dea th  request, and tha t anyone  over 
the age o f fou rteen  co u ld  ca rry  ou t those  w ishes 
w ithou t fea r o f p rosecu tion .

•  In F lorida, "D e a th  w ith  D ign ity " leg is la tion  has been 
in troduced  every  sess ion  s ince  1968. T he  1973 bill 
(H B 407) w ou ld  have  a llow ed  a com pe ten t person  to 
s ign a paper ins tructing  docto rs  to let h im  d ie  if he 
becom es te rm ina lly  ill o r in jured. R e la tives o f an 
" in co m p e te n t" pe rson  cou ld  prescribe  dea th  provid in 
tw o  physic ians  agreed. But for an irreve rs ib ly  ill 
pa tien t w ith  no re la tives, tho  s im p le  s igna tu res  o l 
th ree  physic ians»approved by a judge a re  a ll tha t is 
needed to s ign f lio  dea th  con trac t. Form er 
R epresen ta tive  S acke tt suggested  that tho  the state 
o f F lo rida  cou ld  save  liv e  b illion  do lla rs  in the  next 
ha lf cen tu ry  il 90%  o f th o  s la te ’s seve re ly  re tarded 
and m enta lly  ill w e re  a llow ed to  d ie . (T tie  N ationa l 
A ssocia tion  for R e ta rded C itizens  v iqo rous ly  o p p o s e d

» HB407.)
K eop ing  in m ind tha t D oa th  w ith  D ignity, as dofinod  
oarlio r, is  acceptab le  to m os t pooplo, e u ltia n a s ia  bills 
m ust bo quos tionod  for the ir underly ing  purposo. Are 
thoy  pav ing  tho  w ay to r fu tu ro  leg is la tion  fo r M orey 
K illing  o r D oath  S o loction?
•  In M ary land , w hon s ta to  S onato r Ju lian  L. Lap idos 

in troduced his 1074 ou thanas ia  b ill to the log is la tu io , 
ho w as  askod w h o tho r tho  b ill w ou ld  p rovido a 
w ido -opon  door for M orey K illing  in tho fu ture . Ho 
rop liod, "W e ll, no t a  w id o -opon  door, bu t m aybo it 
opens if a c ra ck ."

O n ly  v iu b lo " hum an  b e in g s  w ho  havo  tho  
“ c a p a b ility  o t m a a n ln g fu l l i lo “  m ay, b u t n e e d  
net, bo  p ro to c to d  b y  tho  stato.

U nitod  S ta tos  S uprom o C ourt 
D ecis ion  on  A bortion , Janua ry  22, 1973 

(Roo v s  W ado  pngo 48)

L IF 5  IS A C O N T IN U U M . A t one end  o f the spectrum ,
' life  is be ing  des troyed before  birth. A nd .n o w , legalised 
\  euthanasia Is a genuine possibility. A N D  W H Y  N O T?

A  socie ty  that accepts the right to k ill in fan ts  in-the 
w om b  because  they  m igh t be unw anted, im perfect, or 
m ere ly  inconven ien t, should have no d ifficu lty  in i.

. accepting  the -righ t to k ill o the r hurfQm be ings vyho m igh t 
be ju d g e d  unw anted , im perfect, o r  m ere ly  inconven ien t.
Sfeveral in fluen tia l leaclqrs o f the  p ro -abortion  and 
pro -eu thanasia  m ovem en ts  have suggested  th a t next • 
log ica l step . The fo llow ing  s ta tem en ts  re flec t the ir 

' p ro -dea ih  ph ilosophy: , " ;!f

- •  N obel Laurea te  Dr. Jam es  O . W atson, w ho  cracked  
. the gene tic  code, said tha t abortion  fe perm issib le

w hen a  ch ild  is  de te rm ined to be de fective  in utero,
-b u t. . . .  "m ost de fec ts  are  no t.d iscove red  until b irth . >lf 
a ch ild  w ere  not dec lared a ii\)e .until th re e 'd a y s  [after ,

. ^  birth, then  all paren ts  cbu ld  be a llow ed the cho ice  . . :  '  
the  d oc to r cou ld  a lt^w  the  ch ild  to  d ie  il the paren ts  
so cbose  and  s a v e  a lo t o f m isery and su ffe ring "/ . •

\  ’, • (A M A  Prisnr\. W ay 1 9 7 3 ) ,  ,, ’ : , / »
•  A bortion advocate  Dr. G lanv ille  W illiam s, in h is  book • 

The Sanctity Of Life And Tho Crim inal Law* asks
fo r "hum an ita rian  in fan tic ide " and  "e u th a n a s ia  for, 

i  hand icapped ch ild ren ". |
. ,• Dr, R obert H. W illiam s, p ro fessor o f endocrino logy. 

w ro te  tha t "p la n n in g  to  p revent ove rpopu la tion  o f th e  G i..
-  earth  m ust a lso include eu thanasia , e ithe r negative  o r 

positive” , (N ophw est M edic ine, J u ly  1970) He_a|so. 
Suggests k illing  "p q to n tia l su jc ides" and 
"hope less ly  c rim ina l ind iv idua ls " as w e ll as tho*.

. te rm ina lly  ill in d iscom fo rt o r pain. (Seattle  T im es,
M arch 7 ,,1973) . ‘ .

•  Dr. Jo se p h  F lotehor, p ro fessor o l m ed ica l e th ic s , '
. w ro te  tha t th e ro w u s t bo  qua lity  con tro l In  the '

’ . te rm ina ting  o f lifo  as in its  In itiating. "W h a t h‘as taken  : 
p lace 'in  b irth  con tro l is  equa lly  im pera tive  in doa th  
con tro l."  ("E th ics  and /E u lh a n a s ia ", To Live/and To • » 

'-Die: Whon, Why, arid How, ed  R obert H. W illiam s)
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WHO IS TO SET THIS PRICE TAG ON HUMAN LIFE?  
W HAT IS TO PREVENY.THE NEXT AUTHORITY  
FROM CHANGING THAT PRICE’TAG?
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