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A p r i l  18, 1984

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o e  H a y e s
S p e a k e r  of the H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  Mr. Spe a k e r :

T h e  H o u s e  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e  on H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  h a s  r e v i e w e d  the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n a m e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  n o m i n a t e d  
by  the g o v e r n o r  to s e r v e  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E x a m i n e r s  in 
O p t o m e t r y :

J o h n  A. D e m s k e ,  D .O., of S o l d o t n a ;  and 
R o b e r t  D. O ' C o n n e l l ,  D . O . , of Kenai.

M e m b e r s  of the H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  h a v e  s i g n e d  b e l o w  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the H o u s e  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s '  c o n f i r m a t i o n s .

M e m b e r s  R e c o m m e n d i n g  M e m b e r s  W i t h  O t h e r
To  C o n f i r m :  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :
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POUCH V 
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House of Seprcsentatiues 4 / 1 6 / 8 4
H E A LT H , ED U C A T IO N  A N D  S O C IA L  S E R V IC E S  C O M M IT T E E

S T A F F  R E V I E W

T h e  B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y , c r e a t e d  in 1949 a n d  
s u b s t a n t i v e l y  r e s t r u c t u r e d  to its p r e s e n t  f o r m  in 1980, 
is a u t h o r i z e d  b y  A S  0 8 . 7 2 . 0 1 0  a n d  is t h e r e i n  g i v e n  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  "to r e g u l a t e  a n d  c o n t r o l  the p r a c t i c e  of 
o p t o m e t r y  a n d  to p r o t e c t  a n d  p r o m o t e  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  
w e l f a r e ,  a n d  s a f e t y . "

T h e  p r i n c i p l e  p o w e r s  of t h e  b o a r d  a r e  e n u m e r a t e d  in AS 
0 8 . 7 2 . 0 5 0 :  "The b o a r d  s h a l l  a d o p t  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s

(1) n e c e s s a r y  for the p r o p e r  p e r f o r m a n c e s  of its 
d u t i e s ;

(2) g o v e r n i n g  the a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  for 
l i c e n s i n g ;

(3) for the r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  o p t o m e t r i s t s ;
(4) n e c e s s a r y  to g o v e r n  the p r a c t i c e  of o p t o m e t r y ;
(5) p r e s c r i b i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w h i c h  a p e r s o n  l i c e n s e d  

u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m u s t  m e e t  to d e m o n s t r a t e  
c o n t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c y . "

T h e  f i v e  . .> ers o f  the B o a r d  of E x a m i n e r s  in O p t o m e t r y  
are a p p o i n  . j by the g o v e r n o r  a n d  s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t e r m s  
of four y e a r s  e a c h  (AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 0 2 0 ) .  M e m b e r s  of the b o a r d  
m a y  be r e m o v e d  f r o m  o f f i c e  by the g o v e r n o r  for c a u s e  (AS 
0 8 . 7 2 . 0 2 5 ) .  T h e  b o a r d  is c o m p o s e d  of four licen s e d ,  
p r a c t i c i n g  o p t o m e t r i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  r e s i d e n t s  for at 
l e a s t  t h r e e  years; a n d  one p u b l i c  m e m b e r  (AS 0 8 . 7 2 . 0 4 0 ) .

M e m b e r s  of  the C o m m i t t e e  h a v e  c o p i e s  o f  the a p p l i c a b l e  
s t a t u t e s  in t h e i r  p a c k e t s .



RESUME

Ma r c h  1978 - P r e s e n t :  Emp l o y e d  by  t h e  Y uk o n-Ku s ko kw i m  H e a l t h  C o r p o r a ­
t i o n  (YXHC) i n  B e t h e l , A l a s k a  a s  d e p a r t m e n t  h e a d  o f  e y e  c a r e  
p r o g r a m .  D u t i e s  i n c l u d e :  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  o n e  a s s o c i a t e  o p ­
t o m e t r i s t  a n d  t h r e e  a s s i s t a n t s ;  p r o v i d i n g  f u l l  s c o p e  op tome- 
t r i c  c a r e  i n  t h e  e y e  c l i n i c  o f  t h e  Y uk on-Ku s kokw i m D e l t a  Re ­
g i o n a l  H o s p i t a l ;  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  o p t i c a l  d i s p e n s o r y ;  o r g a n i z ­
i n g  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f i e l d  c l i n i c s  t o  t h e  48 v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  
YKHC s e r v i c e  a r e a ;  and  p r o v i d i n g  d i d a c t i c  a n d  c l i n i c a l  t r a i n ­
i n g  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h  a i d e s  o f  t h e  a r e a .  Emp ha s i s  i s  
p l a c e d  o n  p r i m a r y  c a r e  o p t o m e t r y  i n  t h i s  r u r a l  p r a c t i c e .  P r e ­
v e n t a t i v e  c a r e  i s  a l s o  p r a c t i c e d  w i t h  P e r i o d i c  G l a u c oma  and  
P r e - s c h o o l  s c r e e n i n g  c l i n i c s .

No v emb e r  1977 - F e b .  1978: P a r t - t i m e  e m p l o y m e n t  w i t h  t h e  O p t o m e t r i c
C e n t e r  o f  S e a t t l e ,  W a s h i n g t o n .  Th e  C e n t e r  p r o v i d e d  v i s i o n  
c a r e  f o r  t h e  i n d i g e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S e a t t l e .  T h e  s h o r t  s t a y  
i n  S e a t t l e  was d ue  t o  my a n t i c i p a t e d  move  t o  A l a s k a .

J a n u a r y  1977 - J u n e  1977: V o l u n t e e r  w o r k  i n  P u e r t o  C a b e z a s  N i c a r a g u a .
P r o g r am was i n i t i a t e d  by u n i f i e d  e f f o r t s  o f  L i o n s  C l u b  I n t e r ­
n a t i o n a l ,  P a r t n e r s  o f  A m e r i c a s  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W i s c o n s i n  
M a d i s o n .  D u t i e s  w e r e  t o  t r a i n  p a r a m e d i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  i n  t h e  
s k i l l s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  r u d i m e n t a r y  e y e  c a r e  w i t h  t h e  e x ­
p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  c a r r y  c n  a f t e r  my d e p a r t u r e .  I n ­
c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a i n i n g  was t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  e y e  g l a s s e s  d o n a t e d  by t h e  L i o n s  C l u b  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  Once  
o r g a n i z e d ,  f i e l d  c l i n i c s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  o u t l y i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .
I r e t u r n e d  i n  A u g u s t  o f  1978 t o  l e a r n  t h a t  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  had 
d e p a r t e d  a n d  t h e  c l i n i c  was c l o s e d ,  s o  o u r  o b j e c t i v e  had 
f a i 1e d .

No v embe r  - D e c emb e r  1976: O r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  p l a n n i n g  wo rk  i n  N i c a r a g u a .

F e b .  - J u n e  1976: Emp l o y e d  by t h e  B i l l i n g s  A r ea  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e
on c o n t r a c t  t o  t h e  W i nd  R i v e r  R e s e r v a t i o n  i n  Wyom i n g .  The 
c o n t r a c t  was t o  p r o v i d e  o p t o m e t r i c  c a r e  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  p o p u ­
l a t i o n  o f  t h o  r e s e r v a t i o n .  C l i n i c s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  
and  i n  t h e  F t .  W a s h a k i e  H e a l t h  C e n t e r  f o r  a d u l t  r e f e r r a l s .

S e p t .  1973 - A u g u s t  1975: S e r v e d  as  i t i n e r a n t  o p t o m e t r i s t  i n  t h e  Com­
m i s s i o n e d  C o r p o r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  U . S .  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  f o r  
t h e  B i l l i n g s  A r e a  I n d i a n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e .  P r o v i d e d  o p t o m e t r i c  
c a r e  f o r  t h e  F t .  L’e l k n a p ,  F t .  Pe ck  a n d  Ro c k y  Boys  R e s e r v a t i o n s  
i n  Mo n t a n a  and  t h e  I n t e r - m o u n t a i n  I n d i a n  S c h o o l  i n  B r i g h a m  
C i t y ,  U t a h .  A n n u a l  c l i n i c s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s  and  
h e a l t h  c e n t e r s  a t  e a c h  r e s e r v a t i o n .

I. HEALTH RELATED EXPERIENCE:
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J u n e  - A u g u s t  1972 - P art time e m p l o y m e n t  as o p t i c i a n / o p t o m e t r i c  a s s i s t a n t  at

the W i l l a m e t t e  V a l l e y  M i g r a n t  C l i n i c  Stayton, Oregon.

Sept. - D e c e m b e r  1970-71 - P a r t - t i m e  l a b o r a t o r y  i n s t r u c t o r  for o p h t h a l m i c  optics

at. P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O p tometry, F o r e s t  

Grove, Oregon.

J u n e  - A u g u s t  1970 - Em p l o y e d  as o p t i c i a n  b y  Dr. C o r l i s s  Schanel, M a d i s on ,  Wis.

T i m e  in t e rv a l s  not i n c l u d e d  w e r e  d e d i c a t e d  to travel in the w e s t e r n  Un i te d  

States, M e x i c o  and C e n t r a l  America.

II. EDUCATION:

1973 - P r e s e n t  - V a r i o u s  post - g r a d u a t e  c o u r s es  s p o n s o r e d  by  Paci f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  

C o l l e g e  of Op tometry, the N a t i v e  H e a l t h  S e r vi c e  and the A l a s k a  

and W a s h i n g t o n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n s .

Sept. 1969 - May  1973 - P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  C o l l e g e  of O ptometry, For e s t  Grove,

Oregon. E m p h a s i s  o n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  optometry. E l e c­

tive c l in i c s  in cross - c u l t u r a l  settings.

Degr e e s  received: B a c h e l o r  of S c i e n c e in P s y c hology,

D o c t o r  of Op tometry.

Sept. - M a y  1967-6S, 196S-69 - U n d e r g r a d u a t e  - U n i v e r s i t y  of W i s c o n s i n  - Madison.

June - A u g u s t  1968 - P a r t - t i m e  s t u d e n t  at U n i v e r s i t y  of W i s c o n s i n  - G r e e n  Bay.

S e p t e mb e r  - M a y  1966 - 67 - U n d e r  g r a d u a t e  - U n i v e r s i t y  of W i s c o n s i n  - R i v e r

Falls.

S e p t e m b e r  1962 - J une 1966 - D e P e r c  H i g h  School, Dcl’ere, Wisconsin.

III. LICENSES:

O p t o metrist, A l a s k a  - 1978 - present. O p t o m e t r i s t ,  W a s h i n g t o n  1973 - p r es e n t .

IV. A S S O C I A T I O N S

P r o f e s s i o na l :  A l a s k a  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n

A m e r i c a n  O p t o m e t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n

S e r v i c e  : Bethel L ions Club

O ther : Th e W i l d e r n e s s  S o c i e ty

V. HOBBIES, INTERESTS:

C r o s s - c o u n t r y  Skiing, Boating, B a c k pa c k i n g ,  O u t - d o o r  a ct i v i t i e s , P h o t o g r a p h y ,  

Carpentry.

• » • *
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V I .  PERSONAL INFORMATION:

My b i r t h d a t e  i s  A u g u s t  3,  1948, I  am m a r r i e d  a n d  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  
B e t h e l  f o r  o v e r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  My w i f e ,  G u a d a l u p e ,  and  I  h a v e  a 
d a u g h t e r ,  A d i n d a ,  and  we a r e  e x p e c t i n g  o u r  s e c o n d  c h i l d  a n y  day  
n ow ,  we own o u r  home i n  B e t h e l , a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  and  we e n ­
j o y  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  o f  r u r a l  A l a s k a .



Dennis A. Svvarner, O .D . 
Robert D . O 'C onne ll, O .D

D o cto rs  of O p to m e tr y  
D ra w e r  4370 

K ena i, A laska 99611

T e le p h o n e  (907) 283-7575

A p r i l  15, 1 9 5 2

R e s u m e

R o b e r t  D. O ' C o n n e l l ,  O.D.
Bo r n  J a n u a r y  2, 19b.7> C h i c a g o ,  I l l i n o i s .  M o v e d  to Eugene, 
O r e g o n  at age 6 m o n t h s .  M o v e d  to A l b a n y ,  O r e g o n  a t  age 
2-2 years, m o v e d  to Gr e s h a m ,  O r e g o n  at a g e  k years. M o v e d  
to R e n o  N e v a d a  at age 6. A t t e n d e d  V e t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l  
E l e m e n t a r y  School; E. Otis V a u g h n  J u n i o r  High S c h o o l  a n d  
Earl W o o s t e r  H i g h  S c h o o l  f o r  1 year. M o v e d  to Kent, 
W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  f i n i s h e d  l a s t  two H i g h  S c h o o l  / e ars at 
K e n t  M e r i d i a n  S e n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  g r a d u a t i n g  i n * 1965. 
A t t e n d e d  G r e e n  R i v e r  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  a t  Auburn,
W a s h i n g t o n  for 1 year. M o v e d  to G r e s h a m ,  O r e g o n  a n d  
a t t e n d e d  M o u n t  H o o d  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  f o r  1 year.

J o i n e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Army, s e r v i n g  t hree y e a r s  as Eyes,
Ears, N o s e  a n d  T h r o a t  S p e c i a l i s t ;  h o n o r a b l y  d i s c h a r g e d  
in 197C.

A t t e n d e d  P o r t l a n d  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e ,  P o r t l a n d ,  O r e g o n  f o r  
1 year. A t t e n d e d  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y ,  F o r e s t  Grove, O r e g o n  
f o r  o y e a r s ;  r e c e i v i n g  3 . S. D e g r e e  in 1 9 7 5  D o c t o r  of
O p t o m e t r y  D e g r e e  in 1977. ( S l a v e d  m y  s u m m e r s  a w a y  in K o d i a k  
d u r i n g  this time w o r k i n g  in s h e l l  f i s h  c a n n e r i e s . )

L i c e n s e d  in f o u r  stares:

Oregon, W a s h i n g t o n ,  I d a h o  a n d  A l a s k a

M o v e d  to A l a s k a  A u g u s t  1977. B e c a m e  p a r t n e r s  in Kenai 
V i s i o n  C e n t e r  in 19 7 5  I ' m  P r e s e n t l y  the S c o u t  M a s t e r  of 
B o y  S c o u t  T r o o p  /,-‘357, Kenai. I ' m  a r e g i s t e r e d  R e p u b l i c a n .  
Wife: A n n e t t e  a n d  1/3 c h i l d r e n .

R o b e r t  D. O ' C o n n e l l

R D O / l r

illlllh —
m i l ! ?  A m erican O p tom etr ic  Association



i 08.72.010 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 08.72.040

A rtic le  1. H oard  o f  E xam in e rs  in  O p tom etry .
Section Section
10. Creation and purpose of board of 40. Qualifications

examiners 50. Power of board to adopt regulations
20. Membership of board und terms of 6(1. Miscellaneous powers and duties of

office board
25. Removal of board members 70-.100. IRcpealedl
30. Vacancies

Sec. 08.72.010. C rea tion  and pu rpose  o f  b o a rd  o f  exam iners . 
There is created the Board o f Exam iners in Optometry to regulate and 
control the practice o f optomei id to protect and promote the public 
health, welfare, and safety. <5 35-3-132 AC LA 1919; am § 2 ch 75 SLA 
1980)

Effect of amendm ents. — The 1080 and promute the public health, welfare, 
amendment added "to regulate and control and safety." 
the practice of optometry and to protect

Sec. 08.72.020. M em bersh ip  o f  bou rd  and  term s o f  o ffic e . The 
board consists o f five persons, appointed by the governor. Members 
serve staggered terms o f four years. <5 35-3-132 ACLA 1949; am § 22 
ch 102 SLA 1978; am § 3 ch 75 SLA 1980;

Effect of am endm ents. — "the 1980 whtchreac. The terms of the public mein* 
amendment substituted "four" for "three" hem of the N vird shall be set so that they 
and deleted the former third sentence, do not cxpu. at the same time."

Sec. 08.72.025. R em ova l o f  b oa rd  m em bers. A member o f the 
board may be removed from office by the governor fo r cause. The hoard 
may by regulation provide that uttexcused absences from  meetings 
constitute c..use for removal. (S 4 ch 75 SLA 1980)

Sec. 08.72.030. Vacancies. The governor sha ll fi l l vacancies on the 
board by appointment for the unexpired term. ({) 35-3-132 ACLA 1949)

Sec. 08,72.040. Q ua lifica tion s . Sour board members sha ll bo 
licensed, practicing optometrists who have been residents for at least 
three years. One board member sha ll be a public mcmbci. \  person 
who has served two successive complete terms may not be reappc inted 
until four years from the expiration o f the second term that the person 
served. ($ 35-3-132 ACLA 1919; am § 23 ch 102 SLA 1976; am 5 5 ch 
75 SLA 1980)

Effect uf nmrndmentH. — The 1080 w idth rood: 'Two ahull he peraont who 
Ainvndment auhvliltiU'd "Four" fur have no direct financial iriteiv»t in the 
"Three." and (lie inuti rinl beginning. "One lieallh r-re induatry." 
beard member" and ending Term  that lie E d it in '*  notes. — This section was 
served" for the former second sentence, redrafted by the revisor of statutes to

214
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§ 08.72.050 B u s i n e s s  a n d  P r o f e s s io n s § 08.72.080

remove personal pronouns in conformity 
with AS 01.05.031(c) and 4 4. Chapter 5S.
SLA 1982.

Sec. 08 .72.050. P ow e r o f  b oa rd  to adop t regu la tion s . The board 
shall adopt ru les and regulations

(1) necessary fo r the proper performances o f its duties;
(21 governing the applicants und applications fo r licensing;
(3 ) for the registration u f optometrists;
(41 necessary to govern the practice o f optometry;
(5) prescribing requirements which a person licensed under this 

chapter must meet to demonstrate continued professional competency. 
(§ 35-3-133 ACLA 1949; ain § 6 ch 75 SLA 1980)

fS

Kffoct of u me m l m cn U . — The I98U 
Amendment udded paragraph <f»l.

Sec. 08.72.060. M isce llaneous p ow ers nnd du ties o f  bon rd . (a) 
The board or a  member designated by the hoard, may issue subpoenas, 
administer oaths und take testimony concerning any matter within its 
jurisdiction.

(b) The hoard may
( I I  adopt a seal;
(2 ) define professional conduct nnd adopt rules o f professional con­

duct.
(c) The hoard shall
(1 1 elect a president nnd secretary from among its members;
(2 ) order a licensee to submit to a reasonable physical examination 

i f  the licensee's physical capacity to practice safe ly is at issue.
(ill Repealed by S 3 eli 59 SLA I960 .
tel Repealed by § 23 ch 75 SLA 1980.
(f) Repealed by S 3 ch 59 SLA 1966. (§§ 35-3-133. 35-3-140 ACLA 

1949; am 5 3 ch 59 SLA 1966; am Si) 7. 8, 23 ch 75 SLA 1980)

Effect uf am endm ent*. — Tho 1030 
amendment rown>!o suhneclionH (hi anil 
(ch mal re|>enled subsection 0*1, which 
m u l "Tin- Uiurd may define professional 
conduct and adopt rulea of professional 
conduct"

Kditor'fi nutea. — Thin section was 
m in if ied  l»y the reviser of statute* to 
remove personal pronouns in conformity 
with AS (ll.O.VlKIKcl and J 4. Chapter 58, 
SI.A I'.W'J

See. 08.72.070. A pp licab ility  o f  A dm in istra tive P rocedu re  Act.
Repealed by § 23 ch 75 SLA l'.IHO.
Sec. 08.72.(18(1. C om pensation  o f  b oa rd  and sec re ta ry . 
Repealed by § 3 eb 59 SLA 1966.

r *
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