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Funding Information 
Caneral Fund $1,604,000
Other Funds -0-
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IN THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL HO. 552 (Finance)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act asking special appropriations for development

of the Delta Junction bison rangei and providing for 

an effective date.**

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $1,544,000 ia appro­

priated from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Came for com­

pletion of the Delta Junction bison range development program.

* Sec. 2. Subjeet to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $60,000 ia appropriated 

from the general fund to the Department of Natural Resources, division of 

forestry, for the administration of timber sales on the Delta Junction 

bison range and fire suppression activities associated with required burn­

ing on the range.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 1984.
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^ l a s h a  j ^ f a i e  ^ l e g i s l a t u r e

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
C O M M I T T E E  O N  R E S O U R C E S

JOHN R1NGSTAD. CO-CHAIRMAN 
RICHARD SHULTZ. CO-CHAIRMAN 

POUCH V 
JUNEAU. ALASKA B98I1 

( 9 0 7 )  4 6 3 - 3 7 1  S

T o :  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  

F r o m :  C o m m i t t e e  S t a f f
i

D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  7 ,  1 9 8 4

R e :  H B  5 5 2 ,  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e

T h i s  a c t  m a k e s  s e v e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  a n d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

I .  S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s .

S e c t i o n  1. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  f u n d  t o  t h e  

D e p t ,  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  f o r :

C l e a r i n g ..................................................  4 3 8 , 0 0 0

B e r m  R e m o v a l ...........................................  9 2 , 4 0 0

F o r a g e  P l a n t i n g ......................................  6 1 6 , 0 0 0

P r e s c r i b e d  B u r n i n g .................................  1 1 0 , 0 0 0

R o a d s  & T r a i l s ........................................  5 , 0 0 0

B i s o n  V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s .................. .......... 5 , 0 0 0  •'
P l a n t i n g  6 M a i n t e n a n c e  E q u i p m e n t ..........  1 3 5 , 0 0 0

S t o r a g q ^ ^ a r n .......................  100,000
W a t e r  -ix&mmrr D e v e l o p m e n t ......................  2 0 , 0 0 0

.. f o r e s t  O p e n i n g s .......................................  1 3 , 0 0 0

' ■*= P r o j e c t  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .................................  2 0 6 , 0 0 0

T O T A L  1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0

r c S  < S e c t i o n  2_. A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  t o  t h e  

^  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  G a m e  f o r  a s t u d y ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  e x a m i n e  t h e  p o s ­

s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e x p a n d i n g  t o u r i s t  f a c i l i t i e s  a t  t h e  r a n g e .

S e c t i o n  3 . A p p r o p r i a t e s  $ 6 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  G e n e r a l  F u n d  t o  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t i m b e r  s a l e s  

a n d  f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  I n c l u d e s  a t i m b e r  i n v e n t o r y .

S e c t i o n  4 . P r o v i d e s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  J u l y  1, 1 9 8 4 .

I I .  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  H B  5 5 2  a n d  C S  H B  5 5 2 .

T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  H o u s e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S u b s t i t u t e  t o  

t h e  b i l l  d e l e t e s  S e c t i o n  3 o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  a p p r o p r i ­

a t e d  $ 2 7 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  b i s o n  d r i f t  b a r r i e r  ( f e n c e ) .
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C i t y  o f  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n

B a x  2 2 9  

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  99737 

907 * 895 - 4 6 5 6

The North End of the Alaska Highway 
R E S O L U T I O N  8 4 - 2 3

W H E R E A S ,  th*. D e l t a  B i s o n  h e r d  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a a  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d ;

W H E R E A S ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  D e l t a  

J u n c t i o n  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  t h e  s t a t e ,  a n d ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h e  D e l t a  B i s o n  h e r d  e a c h  y e a r  w i t h o u t  f a i l  c a u s e s  s e r i o u s  c r o p  

d e p r e d a t i o n s  a n d  r e s u l t i n g  f i n a n c i a l  l o s s e s  f o r  f a r m e r s ,  a n d ;

W H E R E A S ,  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  c o n f l i c t  d e g r a d e s  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  o u t l o o k  f o r  b o t h  t h e  

b i s o n  h e r d  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d ;

W H E R E A S ,  S e n a t e  B i l l s  3 3 /  a n d  3 3 8  a n d  H o u s e  B-*l l s  5 5 1  a n d  5 5 2  w o u 7 d  s o l v e  

t h i s  p r o b i ^  i b y  d e v e l o p i n g  f a l l  a n d  w i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  b i s o n  o n  t h e  D e . 1, ; 

J u n c t i o n  B i t o n  R a n g e ,  a n d  a  d r i f t  o a r r l e r  t o  k e e p  b i s o n  o u t  o f  t h e  f a r m i n g  

a r e a .

N O W ,  T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  D e l t a  

J u n c t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  

p a s s  i n t o  s t a t e  l a w  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  s o  t h a t  

t h i s  p r o b l e m  m a y  f l u - l l y  b e  r e s o l v e d .

T H I S  R E S O L U T I O N  H A S  B E E N  P R O P E R L Y  A D O P T E D  t h i s  7 t h  d a y  o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 8 4 ,  b y  

t h e  a u t h o r i z e d  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  o f  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  i n  D e l t a  

J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a .

F R A N K  W .  G E I G E R ,  M A Y G

L O U I S  E .  H E I N B O C K E L ,  M A Y O *  P R O  TEM,

L E O N A R D  L E M O N ,  C O U N C I L M E M B E R

M A R Y  L E I T H  D O W L I N G ,  C O U N C I L M E M B E R
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"An Act making special appropriations for development of the 
Delta Junction bison range; and providing for an effective 
date."

In the 1920!s, bison were introduced to Delta Junction (then 
known as Buffalo Center) and have prospered there since. At 
that time, the only access to the herd was via the Valdez 
Trail; a narrow, winding, primitive access road from Valdez 
to Fairbanks. The road itself, and the travelers on it, had 
very little effect on the bison and offered scant threat to 
their existence.

In the 1940's, and as a direct result of World War II, the 
U.S. Arm* developed Allen Army Air Field (now Fort Greely) 
and construction of the Alaska Highway began. This was the 
first real pressure placed upon the herd, in effect, bisecting 
its' grazing area.

In the 197C's, construction of the TransAlaska Oil Pipeline 
brought rapid and dramatic growth to the Delta Junction 
area, again putting pressure upon the herd, and this was 
followed by the development of the Delta Junction Agri­
cultural Project.

The Agricultural Project offers even more severe threats to 
the bison, due to the fact that bison are a grazing animal 
and the cultivation of agricultural products such as barley 
provided an easily attained source of food to the animals.

Evidence of this fact is shown by the changes in the bison's 
grazing habits over just the last few years. The bison had 
previously grazed in areas near the Delta River, but with 
the advent of the Agricultural Project, they began to graze 
on and near the site of the farms.

In 1979, the Alaska Legislature established the Delta 
Junction Bison Range to "PROVIDE AN ADEQUATE WINTER RANGE 
FOR THE BISON," and to "DIMINISH THE DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE 
HERDS TO AGRICULTURALLY DEVELOPED LAND." The Range Plan was 
intended to use the Alaska Highway as a barrier between the 
Agricultural lands and land designated for public recreation 
and wildlife, especially bison.

To the extent that it has been developed, the Delta Junction 
Bison Range has been successful! In 1983, the bison used 
the range for nearly a month, and only left after they had 
consumed most of the forage. They then moved across the 
Alaska Highway and once again caused damage on the Agri­
cultural Project.

Early during the winter of 1983, a group of Delta area 
residents began meeting to attempt to find a solution to the 
problem. This group was composed of farmers, sportsmen, a 
representative of the Division of Game, representatives from 
the timber industry and other concerned Delta area residents.



A compromise acceptable to all concerned was the main focus 
of this group, and HB 552 represents the result. $1,750,000 
would be appropriated to complete the range, based on the 
premise that the bison will not wander onto the farms unless 
they are hungry.

%

Another $10,000 would be appropriated to develop tourism on 
the range and thereby assist the local economy. And $60,000 
would be appropriated to allow for timber sales, offsetting 
the cost of range development.

Benefits:
1. Tourism would benefit from an expanded bison range, and

plans call for the development of viewing facilities.
2. An area would be provided which is easily accessible for

recreational pursuits; including hunting, trapping, 
hiking, fishing (there are two stocked lakes on the 
eastern section of the range), photography, dog sledding, 
skiing, etc.

3. Firewood would be made ava.i'oble.
4. Improved habitat would be available for sharp-tailed

grouse, and other game and non-game birds, as well as 
moose, bear, hares and other furbearers.

5. Safety along the Alaska Highway should improve, as well
as the number of bison road kills being reduced as the 
bison learn to stay south of the Alaska Highway.

In summary, House Bill 552 gives the Legislature the oppor­
tunity to solve a long-standing problem, while favorably 
affecting both the wildlife habitat of Ihe area and the 
development of the Agricultural Project.

This is not new legislation, but rather the completion of a 
project begun with the creation of the Delta Junction Bison 
Range in 1979.



A N A L Y S I S

H B  5 5 2

"An Act making special appropriations for development of the 

Delta Junction bison range and construction of a bison drift 

barrier; and providing for an effective date."

Section 1 Appropriates $1,750,000 from the General

Fund to the Department of Fish and Game for:

Clearing..........................  438,000

Berm Removal.......   92,400

Forage Planting...................  676,000

Prescribed Burning................ 110,000

Roads & Trails........   5,000

Bison Viewing Facilities.........  5,000

Planting & Maintenance Equipment.. 135,000

Storage Barn......................  100,000

Water & Sewer Development........  20,000

Forest Openings...................  13,000

Project Administration  206 , 000

TOTAL 1,750,000

Section 2 Appropriates $10,000 from the General

Fund to the Department of Fish and Game for a study of 

Expanding tourist facilities at the range.

Se

Fund to the 

construction of a 

boundary of the Delta Agrici? 

would be smooth wire 

cattle

Section 4 Appropriates $60,000 from the General

Fund to the Department of Natural Resources for the admin­

istration of timber sales and fire suppression. Includes a 

timber inventory.

S e c t i o n  5 P r o v i d e s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 4 .



D a v i d  M. J o h n s o n

S U M M A R Y

T h i s  p r o p o s a l  is d e s i g n e d  to c a r r y  o u t  t h e  m a n d a t e s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  (AS 1 6 . 2 0 . 3 0 0 ) .  T h e  

p r o p o s a l  w o u l d ,  if i m p l e m e n t e d ,  p r o v i d e  f al l  b i s o n  r a n g e  to r e d u c e  or  

e l i m i n a t e  c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n s ,  b i s o n  w i n t e r  ra n g e ,  a n d  a v a r i e t y  o f  

h a b i t a t s  fo r g a m e  a n d  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s .  R e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h y  w o u l d  be  e n h a n c e d .  

T i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  w o u l d  b e  h a r v e s t e d ,  o f f s e t t i n g  the c o s t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o v e r  t i m e  a n d  b o o s t i n g  t he  l o c a l  ec on o m y .

T h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d  c o s t  $ 1 . 8  m i l l i o n ,  to b e  s p e n t  o v e r  3 f i s c a l  y ea r s .

O n e  f u l l - t i m e  p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  be  fund ed , a n d  f u n d i n g  for 3 1: y e a r s  

o f  an e x i s t i n g  s e a s o n a l  p o s i t i o n  w o u l d  be i n c lude d.  P u r c h a s e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  

n e e d e d  fo r l i g h t  m a i n t e n a n c e  wor' is i n c l u d e d .  M a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  are

e s t i m a t e d  t o  b e  l e s s  t h a n  $ 3 4 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y .
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B A C K G R O U N D

T h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  R a n g e  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

in 1 3 7 9  to " p r o v i d e  an a d e q u a t e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  t h e  b i s o n , "  a n d  to 

" d i m i n i s h  th e d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  the  h e r d s  to a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  

l a n d . "  T h e  R a n g e  c o n c e p t  g r e w  o u t  o f  t he  D e l t a  L a n d  U s e  Plan, in w h i c h  

c i t i z e n s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  in r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  

th e l a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  s o u t h  of  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s h o u l d  

be  u s e d  f or  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  w i l d l i f e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  bi s o n ,  a n d  t he  

l a n d  n o r t h  o f  the  h i g h w a y  s h o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .

S e v e r a l  s m a l l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  for  the R a n g e  and  a $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  

in F Y 8 3  p e r m i t t e d  the c l e a r i n g  of  a b o u t  6 0 0  acr es . A r o u n d  h a l f  of t h a t



w a s  p l a n t e d  b y  J u l y  1983. B i s o n  u s e  o f  t h e  R a n g e  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  e a c h  

y e a r .  A f t e r  m i g r a t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  s u m m e r  ran ge , the b i s o n  u s e d  t h e  R a n g e  

a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  fo r n e a r l y  a m o n t h  in f a l l  1983, l e a v i n g  o n l y  a f t e r  

t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  f o r a g e  w a s  e x h a u s t e d .  A f t e r  t h a t  time, t h e  b i s o n  

c r o s s e d  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  a n d  c a u s e d  e x t e n s i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d a m a g e .  

A d d i t i o n a l  f o r a g e  w o u l d  h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  m o s t  o f  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s .

• * 'Mr

W h i l e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b i s o n  u s e  of  t h e  R a n g e  h a s  b e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  fall, t h e  

a n i m a l s  a l s o  u s e  it d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s .  T h e y  e a t  w h a t e v e r  

p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s  a r e  e x p o s e d  b y  t h e  s c o u r i n g  w i n d s .  A d d i t i o n a l  f o r a g e  

w o u l d  m e a n  m u c h  m o r e  w i n t e r  u s e  a n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  for  t h e  d a y  w h e n  b i s o n  

a r e  e x c l u d e d  b y  f e n c e s  f r o m  m o s t  o r  a l l  o f  t h e i r  f o r m e r  w i n t e r  range.

T h e  B i s o n  R a n g e  p r o v i d e s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t y  to d e v e l o p  t e c h n i q u e s  

f or  i m p r o v i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t s  in i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a ,  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  fo r 

r e a l  w i l d l i f e  n e e d s  a t  the  s a m e  time. P r e s c r i b e d  fire, e s p e c i a l l y ,  c a n  

b e  u s e d  to a d v a n t a g e  o n  the R a n g e  w h e r e  t he  d o m i n a n t  c o v e r  ty p e  is 

o l d - g r o w t h  b l a c k  s p ruc e.  T h e s e  f i r e s  c a n  be  u s e d  to d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  

f o r a g e  for b i s o n  a n d  to r e j u v e n a t e  a g i n g  s t a n d s  o f  d e c i d u o u s  t r e e s  for 

t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  m o o s e ,  b o t h  at l o w  p e r - a c r e  cost.

O B J E C T I V E S

S n o r t - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  are to p r o v i d e  th e f o l l o w i n g :

1. A l t e r n a t e  fall f o r a g e  f o r  m i g r a t i n g  b i s o r  to r e d u c e  or 

e l i m i n a t e  c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n  losses;



2. W i n t e r  r a n g e  f o r  b i s o n  to  c o m p e n s a t e  fo r i n c r e a s i n g  loss o f  

t r a d i t i o n a l  range s;

3. New winter range for moose to allow expansion of the moose 

population;

4. A d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  a n d  o t h e r  gam e 

bir d s ;
* . -i . •

5. N e w  h a b i t a t  f o r  r e s i d e n t  a n d  m i g r a t o r y  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s ; a n d

6. N e w  r e c r e a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s .

L o n g - t e r m  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  B i s o n  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  ar e to:

1. P r o v i d e  p e r m a n e n t  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  to m i t i g a t e  for the  loss ot 

h a b i t a t  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  a n d

2. P r o v i d e  r e t a i n e d  p u b l i c  l a n d  to c o n t i n u e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

h u n t ,  trap, a n d  v i e w  w i l d l i f e  ir. an e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  area.

H A B I T A T  M A N A G E M E N T

C a p i t a l  Ph as e

1. C l e a r i n g

a. P u r p o s e :  C l e a r i n g  p r o v i d e s  a s e e d b e d  for p l a n t i n g  p e r e n n i a l

g r a s s e s  t h a t  w i l l  be u s e d  b y  b i s o n  for  l o n g - t e r m  f o r a g e  need s.  T h e  

c l e a r i n g s  a l s o  p r o v i d e  w i d e  f i r e b r e a k s  for  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e s  that 

w i l l  be u s e d  to d e v e l o p  a d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  at l o w  cost.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  S u r v e y  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  p e r i m e t e r s ,  c u t t i n g

lin e w i t h  c a t e r p i l l a r  t rac to r;  c h a i n  d o w n  s t a n d i n g  t r e e s  w i t h  h e a v y  

a n c h o r  chain; s t a c k  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  i n t o  t i g h t  b e r m  rows; c r e a t e
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s m a l l  c l e a r i n g s  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e ,  b i s o n ,  a n d  nor.game 

sp e c i e s .  S e e  m a p  f o r  l a y o u t .  E x a c t  l o c a t i o n  d e p e n d e n t  o n  s oi l  

s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  ( a v a i l a b l e  D e c e m b e r  1983 f r o m  U S D A  S o i l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  

S er v i c e )  a n d  t i m b e r  c r u i s e  d a t a  (this p r o p o s a l ) .

c. T i m e  F r a m e :  B e f o r e  J u n e  1 in s p r u c e  s t a n d s  f o r  m a x i m u m  s o i l

p r e s e r v a t i o n .  M i d s u m m e r  c l e a r i n g  m a y  b e  a c c e p t a b l e  in h e a v y  a s p e n  

s t a n d s .

d. C ost : E s t i m a t e d  1 9 8 4  c o s t  - 3 ,9 80  a c r e s  x 5 1 1 0 / a c r e  = $ 4 3 7 , 8 0 0

U o r t i o n  of t o t a l  a c r e a g e  a l r e a d y  cle a r e d )

2. B e r m  R e m o v a l

a. P u r p o s e :  B e r m s  s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d  to e l i m i n a t e  s n o w  d r i f t s

b u i l d i n g  u p  in th e lee o f  th e b e r m s ,  w h i c h  r e d u c e  th e a m o u n t  o f

f o r a g e  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  f o r  bi s o n .  B e r m s  a l s o  r e d u c e  the

t o t a l  a c r e a g e  t h a t  m a y  b e  p l a n t e d  a n d  a r e  a fire h a z a r d  d u r i n g  

p r e s c r i b e d  fires.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  A l l o w  1 o r  2 y e a r s  d r y i n g  time; b u r n  be r m s ;

r e s t a c k  a n d  r e bu rn ; d i s c  soi l an d r o o t r a k e .

c. T i m e  Fr a m e :  B u r n  b e r m s  in O c t o b e r  a n d  N o v e m b e r .  R e s t a c k

d u r i n g  s u m m e r .  D is c, r o o t r a k e ,  a n d  p l a n t  b e r m  r o w s  d u r i n g  y e a r  

t h r e e .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  - 4 , 6 2 0  a c r e s  ( i n c lu des  c l e a r i n g s ,  

roa ds , a n d  trails) x $ 2 0 / a c r e  = $ 9 2 , 4 0 0

3. P l a n t i n g

a. P u r p o s e :  B i s o n  r e q u i r e  g r a s s e s  for fall  and  w i n t e r  forage.

O t h e r  s p e c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m o o s e ,  bea r s ,  a n d  s m al l game, u s e  g r a s s e s  

to  a l i m i t e d  exten t.
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b r o m e ) ; p l a n t  r e m a i n d e r  w i t h  a l o w  m a i n t e n a n c e  s p e c i e s  s u c h  as

y e a r ,  f u i t a b l e  a n n u a l s  i n c l u d e  b a r l e y  a n d  oats.

o f  a n n u a l s  anc p e r e n n i a l s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p e r e n n i a l s  in  t h e  f i r s t

b l u e g r a s s  a n d  n a t i v e  b l u e j o i n t .  A l l  p l a n t i n g s  s h o u l d  be  a mixture

c. T i m a  F r a m e :  J u n e  o r  e a r l y  J u l y  to  r e t a r d  p l a n t  m a t u r a t i o n  to 

p r o v i d e  m a x i m u m  p a l a t a b i l i t y  o f  t he  a n n u a l  fo r bi so n .  P l a n t  a b o u t  

1 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  d u r i n g  y e a r  one,  th e b a l a n c e  d u r i n g  y e a r s  t w o  a n d  

th re e .  T h i s  a l l o w s  d r y i n g  t i m e  f o r  e s p e c i a l l y  i c e - r i c h  areas.

d. C o st : E s t i m a t e d  1 9 3 4  c o s t s  - 4 , 4 0 0  a c r e s  x $ 1 4 0 / a c r e  = $ 6 1 6 , 0 0 0

4. P r e s c r i b e d  Fi r e

a. P u r p o s e :  F i r e  w o u l d  be u s e d  to r a p i d l y  a n d  i n e x p e n s i v e l y

t r e a t  l a r g e  are a s .  P o s t - f i r e  v e g e t a t i v e  g r o w t h  w o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d  

for  b i s o n ,  m o o s e ,  a n d / o r  s m a l l  game. R e p e a t e d  f i r e s  p r o d u c e  g r a s s y  

areas; s p o r a d i c  f i r e s  can  b e  u s e d  to p r o d u c e  b r u s h y  areas.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  D e v e l o p  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e  p l a n s  in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y ;  b u r n  a r e a s  w i t h i n  c l e a r e d  a r e a s  d u r i n g  

p r e s c r i p t i o n  c o n d i t i o n s  in summe r;  u s e  h e l i t o r c h  f o r  m a x i m u m  c o s t  

e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  s a f et y.

c. T i m e  Fr am e:  S u m m e r ,  w h e n  c o n d i t i o n s  p e r m i t .

d. Cos t:  E s t i m a t e d  19 8 4  c o s t s  - 5 , 6 8 0  a c r e s  x $ 2 0 / a c r e  = $ 1 1 3 , 6 0 0

5. W a t e r  S i t e  D e v e l o p m e n t

a. P u r p o s e :  W a t e r  is o n l y  s p o r a d i c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  on the p o r t i o n

of  the R a n g e  p r o p o s e d  for d e v e l o p m e n t .  W a t e r  is a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n



t h e  d a i l y  m o v e m e n t  l i m i t s  o f  b i s o n ,  b u t  a d d i t i o n a l  w a t e r  w i t h i n  the 

p r o p o s e d  h a b i t a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  a d d e d  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  

b i s o n  t o  s t a y  w i t h i n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s  a n d  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a f o c u s  

f o r  b i s o n  a c t i v i t y  for v i e w e r s .  T h e  p o n d s  w o u l d  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  so 

as to b e  s u i t a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  as w el l.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  D e v e l o p  2 w a t e r  s i t e s  s e p a r a t e d  b y  a b o u t  10 m i l e s ,

o n e  in e a c h  r e c t a n g l e ;  d r i l l  w e l l s  to a c o n s i s t e n t  w a t e r  s o u r c e  (1 

w e l l  c u r r e n t l y  in p l a c e ) ; p u m p  w a t e r  w i t h  w i n d m i l l s  i n t o  s t o c k  

t a n k s , t h e  o v e r f l o w  to b e  p i p e d  i n t o  e a r t h e n  p o n d s  l i n e d  w i t h  a 

w a t e r - i m p e r m e a b l e  m e m b r a n e  o r  m a t e r i a l .

c. T i m e  F r a m e :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p o n d s  d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s

o r  y e a r  two; e r e c t i o n  o f  w i n d m i l l s  d u r i n g  y e a r  two.

d. C o s t :  E s t i m a t e d  1 9 8 4  c o s t  $ 2 0 , 0 0 0

F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s

a. P u r p o s e :  S h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  in -Alaska a re k n o w n  to f a v o r  

h a b i t a t s  w i t h  a m i x t u r e  o f  s h r u b b y  b r u s h  a n d  g r a s s y  o p e n i n g s .

T h e s e  o p e n i n g s  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p t i m u m  h a b i t a t  f or  g r o u s e ,  as w e l l  as 

a d d i t i o n a l  h a b i t a t  fo r b i s o n  a n d  the m i x t u r e  o f  h a b i t a t  t y p e s  

p r e f e r r e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  o f  n o n g a m e  s p e c i e s .  If thi s p r o c e d u r e  is as 

s u c c e s s f u l  as e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  t e c h n i q u e  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  m o r e  w i d e l y  o n  

t h e  R a n g e  at l o w  c o s t  at a l a t e r  date.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  W i t h i n  a 3 0 0 - a c r e  p o r t i o n  of o n e  o f  th e b u r n e d

are a s ,  c l e a r  p l o t s  v a r y i n g  in s i z e  f r o m  2 to 20 acres, t o t a l i n g  120 

acres; s t a c k  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  in c e n t e r  o f  c l e a r i n g  a n d  b u r n  a f t e r  

s u i t a b l e  d r y i n g  time; d i s c  to b r e a k  u p  a s p e n  roots; a l l o w  n a t i v e  

g r a s s e s  to v e g e t a t e  the o p e n i n g s .



c. T i m e  F r a m e :  S a m e  as c l e a r i n g

d. Cost: 1 2 0  a c r e s  x  $ 1 1 0 / a c r e  =  $ 1 3 , 0 0 0

7. D e v e l o p  F o r e s t  I n v e n t o r y

a. P u r p o s e :  A  f o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y  w o u l d  h a v e  t he  d u a l  b e n e f i t  o f

p r e v e n t i n g  l o s s  o f  v a l u a b l e  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  d u r i n g  h a b i t a t  m a n i p u­

l a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o u l d  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  f u t u r e  t i m b e r  s a l e s  

o n  th e R a n g e .  S a l e  o f  f o r e s t  p r o d u c t s  w o u l d  in t i m e  h e l p  o f f s e t  

t h e  c o s t  o f  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  w o u l d  i m p r o v e  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  a r e i m b u r s a b l e  s e r v i c e s  a g r e e m e n t  o r  o t h e r  

s u i t a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t ,  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  

to  p r o v i d e  t i m b e r  c r u i s e  d a t a  o n  s e l e c t e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  R an g e .  

C o o p e r a t e  w i t h  F o r e s t r y  t o  s e l l  t i m b e r  in a r e a s  d e s i g n a t e d  fo r 

h a b i t a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  (clea ri ng , p r e s c r i b e d  fire, e tc . ) .

c. T i m e  F r a m e :  B e g i n  in y e a r  on e ,  c o m p l e t e  w o r k  d u r i n g  y e a r  two, 

to  a l l o w  t i m e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  to  c o m p l e t e  h a b i t a t  w ork.

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  = $ 6 0 , 0 0 0

M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e

1. R e n o v a t e  P e r e n n i a l  G r a s s e s

a. P u r p o s e :  M o s t  g r a s s e s  b e c o m e  s o d - b o u n d  in t i m e  a n d  r e q u i r e  

b r e a k i n g  up fo r o p t i m u m  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  W o o d y  p l a n t s  w i l l  i n v a d e  

g r a s s l a n d s  if n o t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  d i s c e d .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  A D F & G  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ,  l i g h t l y  d i s c  

s o i l  o n  a b o u t  10% o f  t h e  g r a s s l a n d s  a n n u a l l y ;  f e r t i l i z e  a n d  r e p l a n t  

as n e e d e d  u p  to a m a x i m u m  o f  a b o u t  50 a c r e s  p e r  year.



c. T i m e  Fram e:  B e g i n  r e n o v a t i o n  in y e a r  t h r e e ,  a n n u a l l y

t h e r e a f t e r .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  198 4 c o s t  -

(1) l i g h t  d i s c i n g :  $ 2 0 / a c r e  x 4 4 0  a c r e s  = $ 8 , 8 0 0

(2) c o m p l e t e  r e p l a n t i n g :  $ 1 0 0 / a c r e  x 50 a c r e s  =  $ 5 , 0 0 0  

T o t a l  = $ 1 3 , 8 0 0

4
M a i n t a i n  Roads , T r a i l s ,  a n d  F o r e s t  O p e n i n g s

a. P u r p o s e :  V e h i c l e  p a s s a g e ,  f a l l i n g  tre es , h i g h  w a t e r ,  i n v a s i o n

o f  w o o d y  p l a n t s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w i l l  r e q u i r e  r e g u l a r  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a c c e s s  roads, t r a i l s ,  a n d  f o r e s t  o p e n i n g s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s e  disc, l i g h t  b u l l d o z e r  (both A D F & G  e q u i p m e n t ,

p u r c h a s e d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ) ,  h e r b i c i d e ,  p r e s c r i b e d  fire, e tc., as 

r e q u i r e d  to m a i n t a i n  o p e n i n g s ,  k e e p  r o a d s  d r i v a b l e ,  a n d  t r a i l s  

p a s s a b l e  b y  b is o n ,  p e d e s t r i a n  t r a f f i c ,  s n o w  m a c h i n e s ,  d o g  teams, 

etc. _

c. T i m e  Fra me : A n n u a l l y ,  as n e e d e d

d. Co st:  L e s s  t h a n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y

M a i n t a i n  P r e s c r i b e d  F i r e  A r e a s

a. P u r p o s e :  B u r n e d  a r e a s  t e n d  to r e t u r n  to the v e g e t a t i v e  c o v e r

i n i t i a l l y  b u r n e d .  M a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  fo r b i s o n  w i l l  r e q u i r e  

a n n u a l  o r  b i e n n u a l  b u r n i n g  to e n h a n c e  g r a s s  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  to 

p r e v e n t  i n v a s i o n  b y  s p r u c e  a n d  d e c i d u o u s  trees. A r e a s  m a n a g e d  

p r i m a r i l y  f o r  m o o s e  a n d  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e  

r e b u r n i n g  e v e r y  1 0 - 2 0  y e a r s  to k e e p  the s h r u b b y  v e g e t a t i o n  f r o m  

g r o w i n g  o u t  of r e a c h  o f  moo se .

9
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b. P r o c e d u r e :  U s i n g  p r e s c r i b e d  fire, r e b u r n  p r e v i o u s l y  b u r n e d

a r e a s  as r e q u i r e d  t o  m e e t  m a n a g e m e n t  o b j e c t i v e s  fo r e a c h  site.

c. T i m e  Fr am e :  S u m m e r ,  b e g i n n i n g  y e a r  t w o  o r  three.

d. C o s t :  C o s t s  w i l l  v a r y  f r o m  $0 in. s o m e  y e a r s  t o  a m a x i m u m  of

a b o u t  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 .

4. M a i n t a i n  W a t e r  S i t e s

a. P u r p o s e :  U s e  o f  w a t e r  s i t e s  b y  b i g  g a m e  w i l l  d a m a g e  e q u i p m e n t

a n d  t he  p o n d s .  H i g h  w i n d s  w i l l  d a m a g e  t h e  w i n d m i l l s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  R e p a i r  d a m a g e d  e q u i p m e n t ;  r e l i n e  p on d s ;  r e s h a p e

p o n d s  as r e q u i r e d ;  r e m o v e  w i n d m i l l  b l a d e s  O c t o b e r  t h r o u g h  May.

c. T i m e  F r a m e :  S u m m e r

d. C ost : L e s s  t h a n  $ 2 , 0 0 0  a n n u a l l y

5. M a i n t a i n  H a y  F i e l d s

a. P u r p o s e :  T h e  500 a c r e s  p l a n t e d  to h a y  w o u l d  be  f e r t i l i z e d  in

e a r l y  s u m m e r  a n d  m o w e d  in late  J u ne . R e f e r t i l i z a t i o n  w o u l d  p r o m o t e  

l u s h  g r o w t h  to a t t r a c t  b i s o n  in e a r l y  fall.

b. P r o c e d u r e :  C o n t r a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  fa r m e r ( s )  to c o o p e r a t i v e l y

f a r m  th i s  s e g m e n t  on  t h e  Range. T h e  f a r m e r  w o u l d  t a k e  the f i rrt

c u t t i n g  o f  h a y  in e x c h a n g e  f o r  f e r t i l i z a t i o n  of th e forag e. T h i s  

p r o c e d u r e  is s t i l l  e x p e r i m e n t a l .  S o m e  c a s h  i n p u t  m a y  be re q u i r e d .

c. T i m e  Fr a m e :  B e g i n n i n g  y e a r  tw o o r  t h r e e  as s o o n  as h a y  is 

r e a d y  f o r  f i r s t  h a r v e s t .

d. Cost: E s t i m a t e d  1984 c o s t  less t h a n  $ 5 , 0 0 0  an n u a l l y .



11

C a p i t a l  P h a s e

1. R o a d s  a n d  T r a i l s

a. P u r p o s e :  V i s i t o r s  w i l l  n e e d  r o a d s  to e n t e r  t h e  a rea. T r a i l s

w i l l  b e  u s e d  b y  w i l d l i f e ,  v i s i t o r s ,  h u n t e r s ,  t r a p p e r s ,  h i k e r s ,  s n o w  

m a c h i n e s ,  a n d  d o g  teams. S t a f f  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a c c e s s  t o  c l e a r i n g s  

a n d  m a n i p u l a t e d  h a b i t a t  fo r m a i n t e n a n c e .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  C u t  n e c e s s a r y  r o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s  d u r i n g  c l e a r i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s  u s i n g  c a t e r p i l l a r  t r a c t o r .  S t a c k  o r g a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  for 

b u r n i n g  lat er . R o a d s  to  b e  d irt; no fi l l  o r  g r a v e l  to b e  added.

c. T i m e  Fra m e :  D u . i n g  c l e a r i n g ,  y e a r  o n e

d. C o st:  E s t i m a t e d  1 904 c o s t  = $ 6 , 0 0 0

2. V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s

a. P u r p o s e :  C o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t  e x i s t s  in b i s o n  a n d  o t h e r  

w i l d l i f e  b o t h  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  a nd v i s i t o r s .  V i e w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  

s i m p l i f y  v i e w i n g  w i l d l i f e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  bis on ) a n d  p r o v i d e  a m e a n s  

fc r d o i n g  so t h a t  d o e s  n o t  u n d u l y  a l a r m  the a n i m a l s .

b. P r o c e d u r e :  C o n s t r u c t  r a i s e d  a n d  c a m o u f l a g e d  v i e w i n g  p l a t f o r m s

n e a r  w a t e r  sites; c o n s t r u c t  n a t u r e  d r i v e  o r  s i m i l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  

f e a t u r e .

c. T i m e  F ra m e :  S u m m e r s  o f  y e a r s  two a n d  t hr ee

d. C os t:  E s t i m a t e d  198 4  c o s t  = $ 1 0 , 0 0 0

R E C R E A T I O N  E N H A N C E M E N T
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1. R o a d s  a n d  T r a i l s :  T o  b e  h a n d l e d  as p a r t  o f  h a b i t a t  m a i n t e n a n c e .

2. V i e w i n g  F a c i l i t i e s :  R e p a i r  as r e q u i r e d ;  a d d  n e w  f a c i l i t i e s  as 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t ;  e r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s i g n s  as a p p r o p r i a t e .  A n n u a l  

c o s c  le s s  t h a n  $ 5 ,0 00.

E Q U I P M E N T  A N D  F A C I L I T I E S

1. H e l i t o r c h  - H e l i c o p t e r - t r a n s p o r t e d  a e r i a l  f i r i n g  d e v i c e .  R e q u i r e d  

fo r c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  s a f e  i g n i t i o n  o f  p r e s c r i b e d  fi re s.  U s a b l e  by  

A D F & G  a n d  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t  a g e n c i e s  s t a t e w i d e .  On  h a n d  n o w

2. T r a c t o r  a n d  I m p l e m e n t s  - A  s m a l l -  to m e d i u m - s i z e d  t r a c t o r  w i t h  

i m p l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d isc, b r o a d c a s t  s p r e a d e r ,  r o t o t i l l e r ,  dr i l l ,  a n d  

s p a r e  p a r t s  i n v e n t o r y .  U s e  f o r  the r e n o v a t i o n  o f  p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s ,  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  f o r e s t  o p e n i n g s ,  f i r e l i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f or  p r e s c r i b e d  

fire, s e e d i n g  a n d  f e r t i l i z i n g  o f  s m a l l  ar ea s ,  etc. C o s t  = $ 7 5 , 0 0 0 .

3. S m a l l  B u l l d o z e r  - A  s m a l l  d o z e r  w i t h  6 - w a y  b l a d e  for  r o a d  a nd t r a i l  

m a i n t e n a n c e ,  r e s h a p i n g  o f  p o n d s ,  l i g h t  c l e a r i n g ,  b e r m  s t a c k i n g ,  etc.

C o s t  = $6,0 00 .

4. S t o r a g e  B a r n  a n d  S h o p  - N e e d e d  for saf e s t o r a g e  o f  e q u i p m e n t  a b o v e  

a n d  s h o p  f a c i l i t i e s  for  m a i n t e n a n c e .  U s a b l e  for s t o r a g e  o f  m a t e r i a l s

M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e
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a n d  h a n d  tool s.  I n c l u d e s  c o s t  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  h o o k u p ,  ro ad , f o u n d a t i o n  

p a d ,  etc. C o s t  = $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

t i m e  G a m e  B i o l o g i s t  II; t o t a l  36 m a n - m o n t h s ;  c o s t  $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  3 y e a r s .

2. T e c h n i c i a n - A n  e x i s t i n g  F i s n  a n d  G a m e  T e c h n i c i a n  IV p o s i t i o n .  

A s s i s t  m a n a g e r  a n d  c o n t i n u e  m a i n t e n a n c e  w o r k  b e y o n d  p r o j e c t  c o n c l u s i o n .  

T o t a l  18 m a n - m o n t h s  d u r i n g  p r o j e c t .  C o s t  = $ 5 6 , 0 0 0  ( e s t i m a t e d  a n n u a l  

c o s t  d u r i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  p h a s e  for  6 m o n t h s  w o r k  = $ 1 9 , 00 0).

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  f o r  A l a s k a n s  a n d  

f o r  a r e a  w i l d l i f e .  S o m e  b e n e f i t s  are:

1. A d r a m a t i c  r e d u c t i o n  in c r o p  d e p r e d a t i o n s  in t h e  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  

area, w h i c h  s h o u l d  in t u r n

2. R e d u c e  t h e  c o s t  to t he  S t a t e  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S t a t e - a s s i s t e d  c r o p  

d a m a g e  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m ;

3. N e w  m o o s e  w i n t e r  r a n g e  to r e p l a c e  tha t l o s t  to d e v e l o p m e n t  in the 

D e l t a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o j e c t  a n d  to p r o v i d e  for e x p a n s i o n  of the l o c a l  

m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n ;

S T A F F I N G

1. B i s o n  R a n g e  M a n a g e r  - T h r e e - y e a r  p r o j e c t  p o s i t i o n ;  p e r m a n e n t / f u l l

B E N E F I T S



4. A n  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  a r e a  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  p u r s u i t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  v i e w i n g ,  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h i n g  w i l d l i f e ,  d o g  s l e d  

r a c i n g ,  a n d  so forth. W h i l e  n o t  a p a r t  o f  t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  2 s t o c k e d  

l a k e s  a r e  o n  t he  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Range;

5. A  s t a b l e  s o u r c e  o f  w i n t e r  f o r a g e  f o r  b i s o n  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  m a i n t e­

n a n c e  o f  t h e  f r e e - r a n g i n g  h e r d  as n e w  f e n c e s  e x c l u d e  b i s o n  f r o m  o l d

w i n t e r  r a n ge s;

6. A  r e d u c t i o n  in S t a t e  e x p e n s e  s p e n t  h a z i n g  b i s o n  o u t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

are as ;

7. A s o u r c e  o f  f r e e  f i r e w o o d  f o r  a r e a  r e s i d e n t s ;

8. R e v e n u e  to t h e  S t a t e  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  timber;

9. N e w  h a b i t a t  f o r  s h a r p - t a i l e d  g r o u s e  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  h u n t i n g  o p p o r­

t u n i t i e s  for  t h i s  a n d  o t h e r  g a m e  s p e c i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b i s o n ,  m o o s e ,  b e a r ,  

g r o u s e ,  h a r e s ,  a n d  f u r b e a r e r s ;  a n d

10. I m p r o v e d  a r e a  a n d  S t a t e  e c o n o m y  t h r o u g h  i n c r e a s e d  v i s i t o r  u s e  of  

th e area. _

11. I m p r o v e d  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  s a f e t y  a n d  r e d u c e d  r o a d  k i l l s  of b i s o n  as 

b i s o n  s h o u l d  r e m a i n  south o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y .
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C O S T  S U M M A R Y

C a p i t a l  P h a s e

T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s

1. C l e a r i n g $ 4 3 7 . 8

2. B e r m  r e m o v a l 92.**

3. P l a n t i n g 6 1 6 . 0

4. P r e s c r i b e d  f i r e 1 1 3 . 6

5. W a t e r  s i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t 2 0 . 0

6. F o r e s t  o p e n i n g s 13 . 0

7. F o r e s t  i n v e n t o r y  •- 6 0 . 0

T o t a l  H a b i t a t  $ 1 , 3 5 2 . 8

8. R o a d s  a n d  t r a i l s  6. 0

9. V i e w i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  1 0.0

T o t a l  V i s i t o r  F a c i l i t i e s  1 6 . 0

10. T r a c t o r  a n d  i m p l e m e n t s  7 5 . 0

11. S m a l l  b u l l d o z e r  6 0 . 0

12. S t o r a g e  b a r n / s h o p  . 1 0 0 . 0

T o t a l  E q u i p m e n t  1 3 5 . 0

13. S t a f f i n g  2 0 6. 0

T o t a l  S t a f f i n g  2 0 6 . 0

T O T A L  C A P I T A L  P H A S E $ 1 , 8 0 9 . 8
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1. R e n o v a t e  p e r e n n i a l  g r a s s e s  $ 13.8

2. M a i n t a i n  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e  s i t e s  0 to 10 . 0

3. M a i n t a i n  w a t e r  s i t e s  2.0

4. M a i n t a i n  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s  5.0

5. A s s i s t  D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y  t i m b e r  s a l e s  <1 . 0

6. M a i n t a i n  roads, t r a i l s ,  a n d  o p e n i n g s  2 .0

7. M a i n t a i n  h a y  f i e l d s  < 5. 0

8. yf fe a^onal^staffing (6 mo) 1 9.0

M a i n t e n a n c e  P h a s e

T O T A L  M A I N T E N A N C E  P H A S E  $ 5 7 . 8  (maximum)

L O N G - T E R M  D I R E C T I O N S

1. B i s o n  h a b i t a t  m a i n t e n a n ^  j  s h o u l d  b e  a l o n g - t e r m  cc .unitment f o r  the  

D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  B i s o n  Range. A s  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  ar e eas ed , 

a n d  as s u m m e r  r a n g e  i m p r o v e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s ,  th e G a m e  D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

e x a m i n e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  th e b i s o n  h e r d  b e y o n d  the  p r e s e n t  

p o p u l a t i o n  g o a l  (275 a n i m a l s ,  p r e c a l v i n g ) .

2. R e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  p r e s e n t  a m a j o r  c h a l l e n g e  for  the 

D i v i s i o n .  F a s t - p e c e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  in the a r e a  h a s  e l i m i n a t e d  s ome 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o s s i o i l i t i e s .  B i s o n  R a n g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  n e w  

a n d  i m p r o v e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  the s p e c t r u m  o f  o u t d o o r  u s e s  of  w i l d l a n d s



3. T h e  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  in t h e  D e l t a  a r e a  is c u r r e n t l y  g r o w i n g .  

E x i s t i n g  h a b i t a t  m a y  b e  o u t s t r i p p e d  in l e s s  t h a n  a d e c a d e .  N e w  h a b i t a t  

d e v e l o p e d  o n  t h e  B i s o n  R a n g e  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  the 

w i n t e r  r a n g e  n e e d e d .  T h e  p r e s c r i b e d  f i r e s  d e s c r i b e d  in t h i s  p r o p o s a l  

s h o u l d  b e  o n l y  a b e g i n n i n g .

4. T i m b e r  m a n a g e m e n t  c a n  p a r a l l e l  a n d  i n  m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s  c o m p l e m e n t  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t .  S a l e  o f  t i m b e r  f r o m  the  R a n g e  c a n  p r o v i d e  

t h e  S t a t e  c o n t i n u e d  r e v e n u e s  to  r e p a y  c o s t s  o f  i n i t i a l  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a b o o s t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y .  T h e  G a m e  D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  

c o n t i n u e  to c l o s e l y  c o o p e r a t e  at a l o c a l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  w i t h  the 

D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t r y .

5. V i s i t o r s  a n d  A l a s k a n s  a l i k e  are g r e a t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in b i s o n .  T h e  

D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d  c o n t i n u a l l y  e ' v l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to m a k e  b i s o n  m o r e  

a c c e s s i b l e  to p e o p l e  a n d  s h o u l d  c o o p e r a t e  tyj.th th e l o c a l  C h a m b e r  of 

C o m m e r c e ,  A l a s k a  V i s i t o r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  o c h e r s  as a p p r o p r i a t e  to 

o p t i m i z e  u s e  o f  t h i s  r e s o u r c e .
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  S h u l t z

F u n d i n g  I n f o r m a t i o n  

G e n e r a l  F u n d  $ 1 , 8 2 0 , 0 0 0  

O t h e r  F u n d s  - 0 -

$ 1 , 8 2 0 , 0 0 0

Offered: 2/8/84
Referred: Finance

1 IN THE HOUSE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE

2 CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 552 (Resources)

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act making special appropriations for development

7 of the Delta Junction bison range; and providing for

8 an effective date."

9 BF. IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $1,750,000 is appro-

11 priated from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game for com-

12 pletion of the Delta Junction biscn range development program.

13 * Sec. 2. Subject to AS 37.25.010, the sum of $10,000 is appropriated

14 from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game to conduct a stud’

1 5 for planning an expansion of tourist viewing facilities at the Delta Junc-

16 tion bison ran;e.

17 * Sec. 3. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $60,000 is appropriated

1 8 from the general fund to the Department of Natural Resources, division of

1 9  forestry, for the administration of timber sales on the Delta Junction

20 bison range and fire suppression activities associated with required burn-

21 ing on the range.

22 * Sec. 4. This Act takes effect July 1, 1984.
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Introduced: 1/30/84
Referred: R esources and
Finance

Fu n d i n R  In fo rma ti on  
Gene ral  Fund $2,090,000 
Ot he r Funds -0-

$2,090,000

IN THE H OI TE BY SHULTZ

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 552 

IN THE L E G I S L ATU RE  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A  

THI RT E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SEC ON D SESSION 

A  B ILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act making special appropriations for development

of the Delta Junction bison range and construction of 

a bison herd drift barrier; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENAC2ED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $1,750,000 is appro­

priated from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game for com­

pletion of the Delta Junction bison range development program.

* Sec. 2. Subject to AS 37.25.010, the sum of $10,000 is appropriated

from the general fund to the Department of Fish and Game to conduct a study

for planning an expansion of tourist viewing facilities at the Delta Junc­

tion bison range.

* Sec. 3. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the rum of $270,000 is appropriated 

from tne general fund to the Alaska Agricultural Action Council (AS 44.33.- 

450) for the construction of a bison drift barrier along, the southern 

boundary of the Delta Agriculture Project.

* Sec. 4. Subject to AS 37.25.020, the sum of $60,000 :.s appropriated

from the general fund to the Department of Natural Resource::, division of

forestry, for the administration of timber sales on the Delta Junction 

bison range and fire suppression activities associated with required burn­

ing on the range.

* Sec. 5. Tiiis Act Lakes effect July 1, 1984.
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