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I n t r o d u c e d :  5 / 3 1 / 8 3

R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s ,

J u d i c i a r y  a n d  F i n a n c e

B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y  

I N  T H E  H O U S E  R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

H O U S E  B I L L  N O.  4 3 0

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  s t a t u t e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  p r e s i ­

d e n t i a l  p a r t y  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 5 . 1 3 . 0 1 1 ,  A S  1 5 . 2 5 . 2 2 d  -- 1 5 . 2 5 . 2 8 0 ,  a n d  s e c .  4, ch.

20, S L A  1 9 8 0  a r e  r e p e a l e d .

*  Sec .  2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -



O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S  F O R  H B  4 3 0 :

HB 430 WOULD REPEAL A LAW ENACTED IN 1980 TO PROVIDE FOR A 

PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY. HB 430 COULD RESULT IN A SAVINGS OF AS 

MUCH AS $800,000. THIS DEPENDS, HOWEVER, ON THE TIMING OF ITS 

PASSAGE BY THE LEGISLATURE. PLEASE REFER TO THE INFORMATION IN
m

YOUR FILE FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THE COST SAVINGS AS WELL AS A 

SUMMARY OF THE ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF REPEAL OF THE PRESIDENTIAL
if ' ' - ' • . ■ ' ' ' * . . •

PRIMARY STATUTES WHICH WAS PREPARED BY THE DIVISION OF ELECTIONS.
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House Bills 430, 459, 460 - Repeal of March 13 Presidential Primary
Election.

A timely repeal of this primary could save considerable monies. The 
dates and activities noted in each block are deadlines for the fraction 
of monies committed. By February 12, approximately h of the funds to 
be expended will be committed. Any bill to repeal must have an immediate 
effective date incorporated. February 20th, when ballots have been shipped 
by certified mail and final notices are committed to advertising seems to 
be a date, admittedly arbitrary, when the election should proceed.

JANUARY 9 
_________1/8 funds

T: avel/Training 
(lection board wkrs 
''ongoing)

initial ordering of: 
-special forms 
-posters, other 

materials 
-voter ID cards 
-voter register- 

ation forms

program costs for 
party affiliation 
& precinct regist­
ration changes

t Hi?e§a r y  s t a f f

JANUARY 24 
_________1/4 funds

Travel/Training 
election board wkr ;

order all ballots

sign program 
contract

initial advertising, 
(print & video 
contracted)

purchase supplies & 
postage to all 
precincts

40 day notices sent 
out

mass mailings

FEBRUARY 12

T ra ve l/T ra in in g  
e le c tio n  board v

a irm a il a l l

co n tra c t fo r  com­
munications 
(e le c tio n  re tu rns

ballots separated 
& shipped from 
printer

FEBRUARY 20 MARCH 13
3/4 funds Total funds

rravel/Training payment of all
slection board wkrs election workers, 

including:
10 day notices sent tally teams
out counting teams 

■ canvass boards
secondary advertis­
ing contracted rents for halls
(print, radio,

' video) transportation of 
ballots, troopers

certify-mail all
ballots to polling place set­
precincts ups by contractors
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B a c k g r o u n d

PRESIDENTIAL PARTY PRIMARY ELECTION 

March 13, 1984

In the 1980 legislative session, members of the state House 
and Senate were successful in getting statutory authority for 
Alaska's first Presidential party primary. AS 15.25.220-280 
authorizes this primary for 1984. The primary was approved 
chiefly because of the argument that candidates would come to 
Alaska, campaign, and learn more about the state. This primary 
election was to be binding on the delegate selection process by 
the terms of the statute.

In May 1983, the U.S. Supreme Court issued its opinion in 
LaFollette vs. U.S., concluding that in order for a presidential 
primary election to be binding on political parties in the 
delegate selection process, the conduct of the election must 
comply with party rules. Both Democratic and Republican party 
rules require a CLOSED primary election before the results can 
bind the delegate selection process. In order to comply, the 
Division of Elections had hoped that a voter's party preference 
could be declared without physically changing his or her 
registration. This plan was rejected by both of the parties 
because it failed to comply with national party rules.

The Division of Elections then adopted what is known as the 
Massachusetts plan for presidential primaries. This requires 
registered party members to vote their party's ballot while 
non-partisans may choose which party to join on election day. As 
a result, only those voters who declare a party preference and 
are willing to have their voter registration changed will be 
allowed to vote on March 13 in Alaska.

Since 58% (151,500) of Alaska's voters are non-partisan or
registered "other", a procedure was adopted to accommodate all
voters; by allowing this 58% and the 1,017 registered
Libertarians (who chose not to appear on the ballot) to declare a 
party affiliation up to and including election day, while 
requiring any Democrats or Republicans that wish to change their 
party affiliation to do so no less than 30 days prior to March 
13. . .. ....

m
.



R e a s o n s  f o r  R e p e a l

1) Approximately $.8 million would be saved by repeal of AS 
15.25.220-280.

. . v?> * • \\ '

2) The method of voting is both objectionable and confusing to 
voters. Every letter and communication received on this issue 
has been vehemently opposed to the method of conducting the 
primary. Alaskans seem satisfied with the present, "blanket," 
open primary system of voting; they pride themselves on their 
status as informed independents.

3) The primary is an undue administrative burden on the many 
citizens that serve Alaska's polling places. In addition to the 
many hours of new training necessary to explain the primary to 
these workers, the sharp change in the regular rules of voting 
will focus undeserved criticism on the poll workers for a 
one-time method of primary election. Confusion over voter 
eligibility will also tend to discourage voters from casting a 
primary ballot. This problem is exacerbated in the 
absentee-by-mail voting process.

4) Only one of the nine major Presidential candidates have 
traveled to Alaska to campaign. It appears that the chief 
argument for the primary has not occurred. (Nine other states 
are also having primaries on this date.)

5) Alaska's delegate strength to the two major party 
conventions is so small, .4 of 1% of delegate votes, that 
spending up to $1 million on such an election could easily be 
viewed as a waste of money by the majority of the electorate.

6) Since only one candidate will appear on each the Republican 
and Alaska Independence Party ballots, the secrecy of the vote is 
compromised.

7) If the primary is repealed, the political parties will 
return to the traditional methods of apportioning delegates by 
caucus and convention.
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Juneau —  Lt. Gov. Stephen 
McAlpine said Monday the presi­
dential primary should be junked 
—  and quickly —  before more 
money is spent preparing for the 
March 13 election.

A  month ago, McAlpine said 
he felt it was too late to repeal 
the law authorizing Alaska’s first 
presidential primary despite his 
long opposition to the idea.

His statement Monday fol­
lowed the pre-filing of two House 
bills calling for scrapping the 
election.

M c A’pine expressed some ir­
ritation that lawmakers were 
moving to repeal the primary 
law after having adjourned the 
1983 session without acting on a

Sheffield administration mea­
sure to kill the primary.

He called the law "well-inten­
tioned” but “defective.” '

Because of a U.S. Supreme 
Court decision, the Alaska presi­
dential primary will require non­
partisans to declare a party af­
filiation before casting ballots.

"There’s been some political 
fall-out for the legislature,” 
McAlpine said, indicating that 58 
percent of Alaska’s 263,000 regis­
tered voters are non-partisan.

When lawmakers passed the 
measure last year, they didn’t 
realize the Supreme Court would 
change the rules of the game, 
disallowing “open” primaries 
that allow cross-over voting, he 
said.

"Lawmakers are now recog­

nizing that if the 58 percent are 
not upset, they’re at least dis­
mayed,” said McAlpine, who as 
lieutenant governor , oversees 
elections. “The law is defective.
. It’s well-intentioned but not well- 
produced.

"I’m  not going to go down and 
knock on (legislators) doors.to 
make a concerted effort to see it 
repealed,” he said. “But we are 
recommending that the legisla­
tion be repealed. W e  will be 
happy to talk to lawmakers 
about it.” • «...

McAlpine said even though he 
would like to see the law killed, 
state officials must continue 
preparations for the election.

State election officials have 
said that 25 percent of the $1 mil- 
. lion appropriated for the election 
will have been spent by Jan. 24, 
50 percent by Feb. 12 and 75 per­
cent by Feb. 20.
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P R E S S  R E L E A S E

T h e  a t t a c h e d  l e t t e r  was m a i l e d  to e a c h  l e g i s l a t o r  as 

p a r t  of an e f f o r t  to e n c o u r a g e  t h e m  to act t i m e l y  to c a n c e l  

the M a r c h  13, 1984 p r i m a r y .

"It is our p l a n  to b r i n g  m a x i m u m  p u b l i c  p r e s s u r e  to b e a r  

t h r o u g h ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  e d i t o r i a l  c o m m e n t ,  l e t t e r s  to the e d i tor, 

t a l k  s h o w  p r o g r a m s  a n d  d i r e c t  a p p e a l  f r o m  t h o u s a n d s  o f  A l a s k a n s  

to t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s " ,  s a i d  R a n d o l p h .

□



:* L S h e r t a r a a n  Party
Doc. 22, 1983

Box 104073

Anchorage, A K  99510

(907) 279-0050
D e a r

ChairDick Randolph Fjubjnk*
Fur Chilir Ku'li Rod 

W jsiIIj

Stcrttarv  
Coileen Olds Kuduk

T rte iunr  Jmly ( bike |jirl>.mks
Me’n b iitllip  Susjn linkman pjgle River
('mist. A Hv-I.iwj Ourliv Orren Anchorage
I'ljilnrin

Andre Marrou limner
Nominations

Lydia Randolph Fairbanks
Elections 

Ben Olds Kndiak
N a tl Comm ittee  Sieve De Lisin Anchor Jge
L'rii ii/ne Director 
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A s  y o u  are u n d o u b t e d l y  a w a r e ,  the A l a s k a n  L i b e r t a r i a n  
P a r t y  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  a n d . t h e  Lt. G o v e r n o r  has a g r e e d ,  that the 
n a m e  o f  o u r  P r e s i d e n t i a l  n o m i n e e ,  D a v i d  B e r g l a n d  not be i n c l u d e d  
o n  the b a l l o t  for A l a s k a ' s  P r e s i d e n t i a l  P r i m a r y  s c h e d u l e d  for 
M a r c h  13, 1984. We m a d e  this r e q u e s t  b e c a u s e :

1. W e  are a b s o l u t e l y  o p p o s e d  to f o r c i n g  A l a s k a n s ,  a m a j o r i t y
o f  w h o m  h a v e  c h o o s e n  n o t  to do  so, to r e g i s t e r  w i t h
o n e  o f  the o f f i c i a l  p a r t i e s  in o r d e r  to e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  _
r i g h t  to vote.

2. We s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  s p e n d i n g  $1-2 m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s
o f  p u b l i c  m o n e y  to a s s i s t  p r i v a t e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  in 
g a i n i n g  p u b l i c i t y  for t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s .

3. We do n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  P r e s i d e n t i a l  P r i m a r y  w i l l
h a v e  a n y  e f f e c t  o n  w h o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  R e p u b l i c a n  or  D e m o ­
c r a t i c  c o n v e n t i o n s  s e l e c t  as t h e i r  n o m i n e e .  In fact 
i t ' s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  is e n o u g h  u n c e r t a i n t y  
a b o u t  s e a t i n g  the d e l e g a t e s  s e l e c t e d  by th i s  p r i m a r y  
t h a t  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  p a r t i e s  a r e  p l a n n i n g  to s e l e c t  t h e i r  
d e l e g a t e s  in the t r a d i t i o n a l  m a n n e r .  If this is the ca s e  
t h e n  a n y  s h r e d  of  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h o l d i n g  th i s  p r i m a r y  
e v a p o r a t e s .

4. F i n a l l y ,  I p e r s o n a l l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  if this e l e c t i o n  t a kes
p l a c e ,  it's g o i n g  to c r e a t e  a n  i m m e n c e  a m o u n t  o f  f r u s t r a­
t i o n  a n d  a n i m o s i t v  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s .  I m a g i n e  the s c e n e  
at e a c h  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  as one w o u l d  be v o t e r  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  
a r e  i n f o r m e d  that if t h e y  h a v e  not p r e v i o u s l y  s h o w n  a 
p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  t h e y  M U S T  n o w  r e g i s t e r  a p a r t y  a f f i l ­
ia t i o n  or t h a t  if t h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  a p a r t y  a f f i l i a t i o n  
t h e y  c a n ' t  c h a n g e  it, t h a t  th a t  c h o i c e  had to be m a d e  
30 d a y s  ago.

W i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n ,  M a r c h  1 5 t h  w i l L  be the m o s t  c h a o t i c  e l e c t i o n  
d a y  in A l a s k a ' s  h i s t o r y  and for w h a t  p u r p o s e .



The legislature has it within it’s power to repeal this 
law and hence cancel this election. I most sincerely urge 
you to do so. Clearly the negatives far outweigh any arguable 
benefits. Only you,- the members of the legislature, can prevent 
this waste and frustration. We are working to create a political 
environment where in repeal will be not only possible but popular 
and urge you to take the necessary action in time.

M • at sincerely,

Dick Randolph 
Chair, ALP
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chapter. The question of exemption from the requirements of this chap­
ter may be submitted by the city council or borough assembly by 
ordinance or by initiative ordinance. Nothing in this chapter prohibits 
a municipality from regulating by ordinance campaign contributions 
and expenditures.
(b) Except as otherwise provided, this chapter applies to 

contributions, expenditures and communications made by a candidate, 
group, municipality or individual for the purpose of influencing the 
outcome of a ballot proposition or question as well as those made to 
influence the nomination or election of a candidate. (§ 1 ch 76 S L A  
1974; a m  §§ 1, 2 ch 189 S L A  1975)

N O T E S  T O  D E C IS I O N S

Constitutionality. —  In the case of 
First Nat’l Bank v. Bellotti, 435 U.S. 765, 
98 S. Ct. 1407,55 L. Ed. 2d 707. rehearing 
denied. 438 U.S. 907, 98 S. Ct. 3126, 57 L. 
Ed. 2d 1150 (1978), the supreme court of 
the United States has indicated in unmis­
takable terms that state disclosure laws 
pertaining to ballot issues are constitution­
al. Messerli v. State. Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2236 
(File No. 4326), 626 P.2d 81 (1980).

When there is no showing that an indi­
vidual must remain anonymous with 
respect to advertising as to ballot proposi­
tions because of the possibility of being 
subject to reprisals, economic or otherwise, 
the state campaign disclosure laws are not 
unconstitutional as applied to a 
contributor hoping to influence the 
outcome of a ballot issue because the objec­
tive of an informed electorate is suffi­
ciently compelling to overcome an interest 
in anonymous political expression.

Messerli v. State, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 2236 
(File No. 43261, 626 P.2d 81 119801.

Initiative substantially similar to ch. 
76, S L A  1974. correctly withheld from 
ballot. —  Substantial similarity existed 
between ch. 76. S L A  1974, which enacted 
this chapter, relating to election cam­
paigns. and an initiative relating to cam­
paign contributions and expenditures, 
which was filed with the lieutenant 
governor prior to the regular 1974 session 
of the legislature. The act effectively 
displaced the initiative, and the lieutenant 
governor was correct in withholding the 
initiative from the ballot. Warren v. 
Boucher, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 1205 iFile No. 
23151. 543 P.2d 731 (1975).

For comparison of ch. 76, S L A  1974, 
and the initiative, see Warren v. 
Boucher, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 1205 (File No. 
23151. 543 P.2d 731 (1975).

Sec. 15.13.011. Inapplicability to presidential primary. The 
provisions of this chapter do not apply to a presidential primary elec­
tion conducted under AS  15.25.220 —  15.25.280. (S 3 ch 20 SLA 1980)

Sec. 15.13.020. Alaska Public Offices Commission, (a) There is 
created in the Department of Administration the Alaska Public Offices 
Commission consisting of five members.
(b) The governor shall appoint two members of each of the two polit­

ical parties whose candidate for governor received the highest number 
of votes in the most recent preceding general election at which a 
governor was elected. The two appointees from each of these two 
parties shall be jhosen from a list of four names to be submitted by the 
central committee of each party.
(c) The four members selected under (b) of this section shall, by a 

majority vote, appoint the rema:f ;;\>,; fifth member of the commission.
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Collateral references. —  25 Am. Jur. 29 C.J.S., Elections, S5 2-4, 6, 118(7), 
2d, Elections, SS 4-7, 10, 280-290. 21G(1)-216(5).

N O T E S  T O  D E C IS I O N S

Applied in Silides v. Thomas. Sup. Ct. 
Op. No. 1362 (File Nos. 3019, 3020, 3021), 
559 P.2d 80(1977).

Sec. 15.13.010. Applicability, (a) This chapter applies in every 
election for governor, lieutenant governor, a member of the state leg­
islature, a delegate to a constitutional convention, or judge seeking 
electoral confirmation. It also applies to every candidate for election to 
a municipal office in a city or borough with a population of more than 
1,000 inhabitants according to the latest United States census figures 
or estimates of population certified as correct for administrative 
purposes by the Department of Community and Regional Affairs. A  
municipality may exempt its elected municipal officers from the 
requirements of this chapter if a majority of the voters voting on the 
question at any regular election, as defined by AS 29.78.010(14), or a 
special municipality-wide election called for that purpose, vote to 
exempt its elected municipal officers from the requirements of this

§ 15.13.010 A l a s k a  St a t u t e s  § 15.13.010

C h a p t e r  13. State Election C a m p a i g n s .

Effect of amendments. —  The 1980 
amendment substituted "director" for 
"lieutenant governor" where it appears at 
the beginning of the first sentence and 
near the beginning of the third sentence, 
deleted "the same rate of preceding "com­
pensation" near the middle of the second 
sentence, and substituted "as provided in 
A S  15.15.380" for "paid elections judges" 
at the end of the second sentence.

The 1982 amendment, effective May 28, 
1982, substituted "state ballot counting 
review" for "canvassing of the vote" in the 
first sentence and for "canvassing” in the 
fifth sentence.

Editor’s notes. —  This section was 
redrafted by the revisor of statutes to 
remove personal pronouns in conformity 
with A S  01.05.031(c) and § 4, Chapter 58, 
S L A  1982.

Section

80. Statement by contributor 
90. Identification of communication 

100. Expenditures before filing 
110. Filing of reports 
120. Penalty; limitations on actions 
122. Legal counsel
125. Civil penalty: late filing of required 

reports 
130. Definitions

Applicability
Inapplicability to presidential pri­

mary
Alaska Public Offices Commission 
Duties of the commission 
Contributions, expenditures and sup­

plying of services to be reported 
Investigations, hearings 
Groups
Campaign treasurers 
Contributions and expenditures; 

amount and form uf payment

Section
10.
11.

20.
30.
40.

45.
50.
60.
70.



(9) that the subscribers are qualified voters of the state or election 
or senate district in which the candidate resides,
(10) that the subscribers intend to vote for the candidate at the 

general election,
(11) that the subscribers request that the candidate’s name be placed 

on the ballot,
(12) that the proposed candidate accepts the nomination and will 

serve if elected, with the statement signed by the proposed candidate,

(13) if the candidacy is for the office of the governor, the name of the 
candidate for lieutenant governor running jointly with him,
(14) the name of the candidate as he wishes it to appear on the ballot, 

and
(15) that the candidate is not a candidate for any other office to be 

voted on at the primary or general election and that he has not filed 
another nominating petition or declaration of candidacy for the office 
for which this petition is filed. (§ 5.55 ch 83 S L A  1960; a m  § 22 ch 80 
S L A  1963; a m  § 140 ch 100 S L A  19800

Effect of amendments. —  The 1980 
amendment added paragraphs (14) and 
(15).

Sec. 15.25.190. Placement of names on general election ballot. 
The director shall place the names and the political group affiliation of 
persons who have been properly nominated by petition on the general 
election ballot. (§ 5.56 ch 83 S L A  1960; a m  § 141 ch 100 S L A  1980)

Effect of amendments. —  The 1980 "lieutenant governor" at the beginning of 
amcndmei. substituted "director" for the section.

Sec. 15.25.200. Withdrawal of candidate’s name. If a candidate 
nominated by petition dies or withdraws after the petition has been 
filed and before September 1 of the election year, the director shall not 
place the name of the candidate on the general election ballot. (§ 5.57 
ch 83 SLA 1960; a m  § 142 ch 100 S L A  1980)

Effect of amendments. —  The 1980 "lieutenant governor" near the middle of
amendment substituted "director" for the section.

Article 3. Presidential Party Primary Election.

Section Section

220. Presidential party primary election 250. Selection of delegates
230. Placing recognized names on the 260. Delegates pledged

ballot 270. No other elections on the same date
240. Petition for presidential candidate 280. Procedures for conduct of election



S 15.25.200
T

te or election

Mate at’the

roe be placed

°n and will 

d candidate, 

name of the
ro ,
n the ballot,

office to be 
as not filed 
r the office 
§ 22 ch 80

I § 15.25.220 E l e c t i o n s § 15.25.230

A r t i c l e  r e p e a l e d  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1 , v i t f c s  t h a t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  r e p e a l e d  o n  J u l y  1,
1 9 8 5 .  —  S e c t i o n  •», c h . 2 0 ,  S L A  1 9 8 0 . p r o -  1 9 8 5 .

C o l l a t e r a l  r e f e r e n c e s .  —  2 5  A m . J u r .  2 9  C . J . S . ,
2 d , E l e c t io n s ,  1 2 8 - 1 4 3 ,  1 5 2 , 1 7 9 . 1 1 1 ( 1 ) - 1 4 8 .

E l e c t io n s ,  8 9 - 1 0 5 ,

Sec. 15.25.220. Presidential party primary election, (a) The 
lieutenant governor shall call a presidential party primary election on 
the third Tuesday in April of a presidential election year.
(b) The lieutenant governor may conduct the presidential party pri­

mary election on a date different from the date set in (a) of this section 
if he sets the different date in a proclamation issued by September 1 of 
the year preceding the presidential election.
(c) The ballot shall he prepared and distributed by the lieutenant 

governor in the manner prescribed by A S  15.25.060. (§ 2 ch 20 SLA 
1980)

7n ballot, 
iliation of 
e general 
LA 1980)

" B in n in g  o f

andidate 
ias been 
shall not 
. IS 5.57

middle of

n n c  d a t e  
le c t io n

E d i t o r ' s  n o t e s .  —  F o r  r e p e a l  o f  t h i s  s e c ­
t io n , s e e  n o t e  f o l l o w in g  a r t i c l e  a n a l y s i s .

Sec. 15.25.230. Placing recognized names on the ballot, (a) The 
lieutenant governor shall place on the ballot the name of each candi­
date generally recognized throughout the United States as a candidate 
for nomination fov President of the United States.
(b) The lieutenant governor shall announce on the last Tuesday in 

January of a presidential election year a list of candidates who will 
appear on the ballot. The lieutenant governor shall also notify each 
candidate that the candidate's name will appear on the ballot in this 
state.
(c) The lieutenant governor shall notify each candidate that he may 

withdraw his name from the ballot by filing with the lieutenant 
governor no later than the last Tuesday in February of a presidential 
election year a statement that he is not now and does not intend to 
become a candidate for the office of President of the United States at 
that presidential election and requesting the removal of his name. The 
name of a candidate withdrawing under this section may not appear on 
the ballot.
(d) If the lieutenant governor calls the presidential party primary 

election for a date different from the date set under AS 15.25.220(a),

(1) the announcement required by (b) of this section shall be made 
no later than the Tuesday that is 11 weeks before the date of the 
election; and



§ 15.25.240 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s 5 15.25.250

(2 )  th e  s t a te m e n t  r e q u ire d  b y  (c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be f i le d  no la t e r  
t h a n  th e  T u e s d a y  t h a t  i s  s e v e n  w e e k s  b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n .  (§  2  ch  2 0  
S L A  1 9 8 0 )

Editor’s notes. —  For repeal of this sec­
tion, see note following article analysis.

S e c .  1 5 .2 5 .2 4 0 . P e t i t io n  f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d id a t e ,  (a )  S u p ­
p o r te r s  o f  a  c a n d id a te  fo r  n o m in a t io n  fo r  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n it e d  S t a t e s  
m a y  f i l e  a  p e t i t io n  to  h a v e  th e  n a m e  o f  t h e  c a n d id a te  o f  t h e i r  c h o ic e  on  
th e  b a l lo t .  A  p e t i t io n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  m u s t  be f i le d  b y  t h e . l a s t  
T u e s d a y  in  F e b r u a r y  o f  a  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n  y e a r  a n d  m u s t  c o n ta in  
th e  s ig n a t u r e s  o f  q u a l i f ie d  v o te r s  r e s id in g  in  no  le s s  t h a n  tw o - th ir d s  o f  
th e  e le c t io n  d is t r i c t s  o f  th e  s t a te  e q u a l in  n u m b e r  to  f iv e  p e rc e n t  o f  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  c a s t  fo r  t h e  c a n d id a te s  fo r  g o v e rn o r  in  th e  p re c e d in g  
e le c t io n  fo r  g o v e rn o r . A  p e t it io n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  in c lu d e  (1 )  th e  
f u l l  n a m e  o f  t h e  c a n d id a te ;  (2 )  t h e  n a m e  o f  th e  p o l i t ic a l  g ro u p  s u p ­
p o r t in g  th e  c a n d id a te ;  (3 )  t h e  n a m e  o f  th e  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t y  in  w h ic h  th e  
c a n d id a te  i s  r e g is t e r e d ;  (4 )  a  s t a te m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s u b s c r ib e r s  a re  
q u a l i f ie d  v o te r s  o f  t h e  s t a te ;  a n d  (5 )  a  s t a te m e n t  t h a t  t h e  s u b s c r ib e r s  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  c a n d id a te ’s  n a m e  be p la c e d  o n  th e  b a l lo t .  T h e  s ig n a ­
tu r e  s h e e t s  s h a l l  a ls o  c o n ta in  th e  p r in te d  n a m e  a n d  r e s id e n c e  a d d re s s  
o f  e a ch  q u a l i f ie d  v o t e r  w h o se  s ig n a t u r e  a p p e a r s  on  th e  p e t it io n .

(b ) T h e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  s h a l l  n o t i f y  a  c a n d id a te  o f  th e  f i l i n g  o f  
a  p e t i t io n  u n d e r  t h i s  s e c t io n  a n d  a d v is e  t h a t  h e  m a y  w i t h d r a w  h is  
n a m e  fro m  th e  b a l lo t  b y  f i l i n g  w i t h  th e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  no  la t e r  
t h a n  th e  f i r s t  T u e s d a y  in  M a r c h  o f  a  p r e s id e n t ia l  e le c t io n  y e a r  a  
s t a te m e n t  t h a t  h e  i s  n o t  n o w  n o r  d oes h e  in t e n d  to  b eco m e a  c a n d id a te  
fo r  th e  o f f ic e  o f  P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a t  t h a t  p r e s id e n t ia l  
e le c t io n  a n d  r e q u e s t in g  th e  r e m o v a l o f  h is  n a m e . T h e  n a m e  o f  a  c a n d i­
d a te  w i t h d r a w in g  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t io n  m a y  n o t  a p p e a r  on  th e  b a llo t .

(c )  I f  t h e  l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  c a l l s  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  p a r t y  p r im a r y  
e le c t io n  fo r  a  d a te  d if f e r e n t  fro m  th e  d a te  s e t  u n d e r  A S  1 5 .2 5 .2 2 0 1 a ),

(1 )  t h e  p e t it io n  r e q u ire d  b y  (a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be f i le d  no la t e r  
t h a n  th e  T u e s d a y  t h a t  i s  s e v e n  w e e k s  b e fo re  th e  d a te  o f  th e  e le c t io n ; 
a n d

(2 )  th e  s t a te m e n t  r e q u ir e d  b y  (b ) o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l  be f i le d  no la t e r  
t h a n  th e  T u e s d a y  t h a t  i s  s i x  w e e k s  b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n .  (§  2  ch  2 0  S L A  
1 9 8 0 )

Editor’s notes. —  For repeal of this sec­
tion, see note following article analysis.

S e c .  1 5 .2 5 .2 5 0 . S e le c t io n  o f  d e le g a t e s ,  la )  T h e  p o l i t ic a l  p a r t ie s  in  
th e  s t a te  s h a l l  s e le c t  d e le g a te s  to  t h e i r  n a t io n a l  c o n v e n t io n s  a c c o rd in g  
to  th e  p a r t y ’s  p la n  o f  o r g a n iz a t io n .  T h e  f in a l  s e le c t io n  o f  d e le g a te s  s h a l l  
be h e ld  a f t e r  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  p a r t y  p r im a r y  e le c t io n .
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§ 15.25.260 E l e c t i o n s § 15.25.280

(b ) E a c h  c a n d id a te  w h o  r e c e iv e s  m o re  t h a n  15 p e rc e n t  o f  th e  v o te s  
c a s t  in  t h a t  p a r t y ’s  p r im a r y  i s  e n t i t le d  to  re c e iv e  a  p ro p o rt io n a te  n u m ­
b e r  o f  d e le g a te  v o te s  e q u a l to  th e  p ro p o r t io n a te  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  th e  
c a n d id a te  re c e iv e d  in  th e  p r im a r y  a f t e r  e x c lu d in g  th e  n u m b e r  o f  v o te s  
c a s t  fo r  c a n d id a te s  o f  h is  p a r t y  w h o  e a c h  re c e iv e d  le s s  th a n  15 p e rc e n t  
o f  th e  v o te s  in  t h a t  p a r t y ’s  p r im a r y .  T h e  p ro p o rt io n s  o f  d e le g a te  vo te  j 
s h a l l  be e x p re s s e d  a s  f r a c t io n a l  d e le g a te  v o te s  o r  th e  n e a r e s t  w h o le  
n u m b e r  o f  d e le g a te  v o te s  a s  t h e  r u le s  o f  th e  p a r t ic u la r  n a t io n a l  p a r t y  
o r  c o n v e n t io n  m a y  p ro v id e . (§  2  ch  2 0  S L A  1 9 8 0 )

I
Editor's notes. —  For repeal of this sec­

tion, see note following article analysis.

S e c .  1 5 .2 5 .2 6 0 . D e le g a t e s  p le d g e d .  A  d e le g a te  s e le c te d  u n d e r  A S  
1 5 .2 5 .2 5 0  m u s t  c a s t  h is  v o te  to  s e c u re  th e  n o m in a t io n  fo r  th e  c a n d id a te  
to  w h o m  h e  i s  p le d g e d  u n t i l  t h a t  c a n d id a te  i s  n o m in a te d  b y  t h e  c o n v e n ­
t io n ,  r e c e iv e s  le s s  t h a n  3 0  p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  d e le g a te  v o te s  fo r  n o m in a t io n  
b y  th e  c o n v e n t io n , r e le a s e s  th e  d e le g a te s  f ro m  th e  p le d g e , o r  u n t i l  tw o  
c o n v e n t io n  n o m in a t in g  b a l lo t s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n .  (§  2  ch  2 0  S L A  1 9 8 0 )

Editor’s notes. —  For repeal of this sec­
tion, see note following article analysis.

S e c .  1 5 .2 5 .2 7 0 . N o  o t h e r  e le c t io n s  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a t e .  T h e  
l ie u t e n a n t  g o v e rn o r  m a y  n o t  s c h e d u le  a n o th e r  s t a te  e le c t io n  o n  th e  
d a te  s c h e d u le d  fo r  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  p a r t y  p r im a r y  e le c t io n . (§  2  c h  2 0  
S L A  1 9 8 0 )

Editor’s notes. —  For repeal of this sec­
tion, see note following article analysis.

S e c .  1 5 .2 5 .2 8 0 . P r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c o n d u c t  o f  e le c t io n .  T h e  p r o v i­
s io n s  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  r e g a rd in g  th e  c o n d u c t  o f  a  g e n e ra l e le c t io n  g o v e rn  th e  
c o n d u c t  o f  th e  p r e s id e n t ia l  p a r t y  p r im a r y  e le c t io n , e x c e p t  to  th e  e x te n t  
t h a t  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  A S  1 5 .2 5 .2 2 0  —  1 5 .2 5 .2 S 0  a r e  in c o n s is te n t  w i t h  
th o se  p r o v is io n s .  (§  2  c h  2 0  S L A  1 9 8 0 )

Editor's notes. —  For repeal of this sec­
tion. see note following article analysis.

Chapter 30. National Elections.
Article
1. President (Si) 15.30.010— 15.30.100)
2. United States Congress (SS 15.30.110— 15.30.1201
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S t a t u e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J u n e a u

May 31, 1983

The Honorable Joe L. Hayes 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Under the authority of a rt . I l l ,  sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I  am transmitting a b i l l  to repeal the 
statutes that provide for a presidential party primary 
election. By a section of the Act that enacted those 
statutes, they are scheduled to be repealed as of July 1, 
1985 — i . e . ,  a fter their f i r s t  application. The attached 
b i l l  would repeal them immediately.

I  believe that the supporters of the b i l l  enacting those 
statutes had hoped that a presidential primary would 
expose presidential candidates to Alaska and thus enhance 
Alaska's exposure to the rest of the country. However, 
considering the time and expense involved in coming to 
Alaska, and considering that Alaska has so few delegates 
to the national party conventions, i t  seems rather 
unlikely that presidential candidates would invest much 
money or e ffo rt in an Alaska campaign. Moreover, Alaska's 
vast geographical area would prevent many of our people 
from having any more contact with the candidates than they 
do now. I t  simply does not appear that the people of 
Alaska would derive any benefit from the current statutes 
— either in terms of electing the president or in terms 
of co llatera l e ffects.

I  also believe that i t  would be far more important to fund 
$100,000 in the Governor's Office to bring Congressmen to 
Alaska th is year and next year to v is it  our state, to look 
firsthand at our resources and our needs. This would 
allow them to understand us better and to relate to our 
special problems. Also, I  am sure that the two major 
p o lit ica l parties in Alaska w ill be inviting their 
respective primary candidates to v is it  Alaska. I ,  as 
Governor, w il l  be a congenial host to both parties.



In addition, the early date set for th is presidential 
primary (third Tuesday in April) increases the probability 
that Alaska's primary would resu lt in requiring our 
delegates to support a candidate who has withdrawn by the 
time the national party conventions are held. Alaskans 
could well be wasting their time and e ffo rt.

F in a lly , the cost of conducting the presidential party 
primary election — estimated at $1,047,600 — cannot be 
ju s tif ie d . At a time of declining revenues, such an 
election, with l i t t l e  direct benefit to Alaskans, is  far 
too expensive. My proposed FY 84 budget does not include 
money for th is purpose, and I  now urge repeal of the 
relevant statutes.

Sincerely,

I

Governor
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I n t r o d u c e d :  5 / 3 1 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s
J u d i c i a r y  a n d  F i n a n c e

IN  T H E  H O U S E
B Y  T H E  R U L E S  C O M M I T T E E  B Y  
R E Q U E S T  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 4 3 0

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e p e a l i n g  the s t a t u t e s  tha t  r e q u i r e  a p r e s i -

B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

* S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 5 . 1 3 . 0 1 1 ,  A S  1 5 . 2 5 . 2 2 0  -- 1 5 . 2 5 . 2 8 0 ,  a n d  sec. 4, ch. 

20, S L A  1980 a r e  r e p e a l e d .

* Sec. 2. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01.- 

1 0.070(c).

d e n t i a l  p a r t y  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "




