
4 ‘

C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T
*

H O U S E

< U )

- j / I I / 8 3  

M r .  S p e a k e r :

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n

F U R T H E R

D a t e : / i n  \ k 3

1' XdAi iCxj h a s  h a d  H B  125

i: A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  ’e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d a y s '  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  r. t h r e a t  

i:o t h e  h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s .

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  a s  f o l l o w s :

[; ] d o  p a s s  [ ] d o  n o t  p a s s
f

[ ] d o  p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s ( s )

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  C S  f o r  _________________________________________

a n d  r e c o m m e n d s

[ ] s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] n e w  t i t l e

[ 1 
[ 1 
[ 1

A N D  a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t " [ ] N e w  F i s c a l  ffnte

[
r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  

D O  P A S S

/f , -  (y
77

r /
7

] Z e r o  F i s c a l  N o c e  A t t a c h e d

C o m m i  t t e e

M E M B E R S  H A V I N G  

O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S :

' i I \
. • . / /

C H A I R M A N

H 6 0



I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 6 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  &
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  F i n a n c e

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  L A R S O N

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 125

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  Ac t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to ' e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d ays' i n

7 r e s p o n s e  to a t h r e a t  to t h e  h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y  of

8 s t u d e n t s . "

9 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 4 . 0 3 . 0 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 Sec. 1 4 . 0 3 . 0 3 0 .  S C H O O L  T ERM. T h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  b e g i n s  a n d  e n d s  o n

12 t h e  d a t e s  f i x e d  b y  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d y  o f  t h e s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  H o w -

13 ever, th e  t e r m  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  n o t  less t h a i ^ l 8 0  ^iays"~~Ln s e s s i o n ^ )  e x c e p t

14 that, s u b j e c t  to th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  [,]

15 (1) a d a y  u s e d  f o r  i n - s e r v i c e  t r a i n i n g  of t e a c h e r s  m a y  b e

16 s u b s t i t u t e d  fo r  a d a y  i n  s e s s i o n ,  u p  to a m a x i m u m  of 10 d a y s ; a n d

17 (2) a n  " e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d a y "  m a y  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  a d a y

18 i n  s e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  of c o n d i t i o n s  p o s i n g  a t h r e a t  to t h e  h e a l t h  o r

19 s a f e t y  of s t u d e n t s .
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P R E L I M I N A R Y  ' S T A T E M E N T  O F  F I S C A L  I M P A C T

B i l l  No: H o u s e  Bill No. 1 2 5  N o .  1 D a t e  on Bill: 1 / 2 6 / 8 3

T i t l e :  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  ‘e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d a y s  'in r e s p o n s e  t o  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  and

S p o n s o r : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a r s o n  , ________________________________________

R e q u e s t o r :

safety of-students.

1. E s t i m a t e d  f i s c a l  i m p a c t s  on: D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

a. E x p e n d i t u r e s :

( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

. FY 8 3 FY 84 FY 85 F Y  8 6

C a p i t a l 0 0 0 0

O p e r a t i n q 0 0 0 0 •

T otal 0 0 0 0

B. R e v e n u e s :

R e v e n u e

2. S o u r c e  of f u n d s  t o  o f f s e t  fiscal i m p a c t  of b i l l :

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  is t h a t  o f  th e  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  b i l l

3. A s s u m p t i o n s :

4, D i s c l a i m e r :  • - ■ “

Th i s  statemelrt has-'Tfot ftqen r e y. i eweU^by 0 M B  in t h e ^ f f i c e . o f  the. G o y e r n o r .  ^ I t y d o e s  

n o t  r e p r e s e n t  tlTe p o l i c y  of t h e  S h e f f r e l d - A d m i n i s t r a t i o n / or the^.final e s t i m a t e  o f ' f is c a lrefir e s e n t  t 

T m p a d t .

P r e p a r e d  by: D e a n  T i r a d o r ,  M.D. 

D i v i s i o n :  P u b l i c  H e a l t h

P h o n e :  4 6 5 - 2 1 1 3

A p p r o v e d  by C o m m i s s i o n e r ^

D e p a r t m e n t :  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s ____________________________ _

5. D i s t r i b u t i o n :

O r i g i n a l  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

C o p y  t o  0 M B  

C o p y  t o  S p o n s o r  

C o p y  t o  R e q u e s t o r

D a t e :  2 / 8 / 8 3

D a t e :

2 / 8 / 8 3



T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

THIRTEENTH CET-ISWTDRE

F I S C A L  N O T E

I. R E Q U E S T

B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  H R  - 1 2 5  ■ 2________________________________________________

T i t l e  A n  A c t  r e l a t i n o  to ' e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d a y s ' . . .

R e  q u e s t e d  b y  H o u s e  H E S S  ' D a t e

II .  F I S C A L  D E T A I L

A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d  E d u c a t i o n ________________________________________ ____________________

P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d  F l p m p n t a r v  a n d  S e c o n d a r y  E d u c a t i o n  __________

B R U ,  P r o g r a m ,  O r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s )  A f f e c t e d  K-~\? Fonnrtetinn R n p p n r t __________

( N o t e :  I f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  b u d g e t  c o m p o n e n t  is a f f e c t e d ,  s e p a r a t e  l i n e - i t e m  

a m o u n t s  a n d  f u n d i n g  f o r  e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n . )

E X P E N D I T U R E S  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

F Y  83 . F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6

c—CO

F Y  8 8

1 0 0  P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S

2 0 0  T R A V E L

3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L

4 0 0  C O M M O D I T I E S

5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T

6 0 0  L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S

7 0 0  G R A N T S , C L A I M S , E T C .

.

0 0 0 0 D

.T O T A L  0 0 0  0 0

F U N D I N G  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

G E N E R A L  F U N D  

F E D E R A L  F U N D S  

O T H E R  (SDecify S o u r c e )  
O P E R A T I N G .

0 n 0 0 0

.

C A P I T A L

• P O S I T I O N S  n / A

F U L L  T I M E *

P A R T  T I M E

T E M P O R A R Y

I I I .  A N A L Y S I S  ( S e e  F i s c a l  N o t e  P r e p a r a t i o n  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  S e c t i o n  III )

T H I S  F I S C A L  N O T E  IS P R E S E N T L Y  B E I N G  R E V I E W E D , B Y  T H E  O F F I C E  O F  M A N A G E M E N T  

A N D  B U D G E T .  ■ v

T h i s  bill h a s  no f i s c a l  i m p a c t .

IV. D A T E ________2 / 2 2 / 8 3 ________________P R E P A R E D  s y  S t e v e  H o l e
a g e n c y  E d u c a t i o n

O r i g i n a l :  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  P H O N E  4 6 5 - 2 8 6 5  

cc :  B u d g e t  a n d  M a n a g e m e n t
P r i m e  S p o n s o r  ( F i r s t  L e g i s l a t o r  N a m e d )

2 2 - 0 0 1  ( R e v .  1 2 / 8 2 )



T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  t e s t i f y  o n  H B  1 2 5 :  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  R o n  L a r s o n ,  p r i m e  s p o n s o r

S t e v e  H o l e ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a s o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  m a y  

t e s t i f y



S C H O O L  C L O S U R E  D A Y S

H a v i n g  b e e n  a n  a c t i v e  t e a c h e r  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  p a s t  2 3 %  y e a r s ,  I 

h a v e  p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  m a n y  d a y s  w h e n  s c h o o l s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  o p e n e d  

s i m p l y  t o  m e e t  t h e  m a n d a t e  o f  " s t u d e n t  i n  s e s s i o n  d a y s " ,  w h e n  i t  

w a s  c l e a r l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  i n  d o i n g  s o ,  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  m a n y  

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  b e i n g  c o m p r o m i s e d .

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  n e e d s  t o  b e  a b l e ,  a t  l e a s t  

o n  a  l i m i t e d  b a s i s ,  t o  p r o v i d e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  d a y s ,  w h e n  i n  t h e i r  

o p i n i o n  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s  m a y  b e  j e o p a r d i z e d  b y  

r e q u i r i n g  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d a n c e .  ( E x a m p l e :  d a y s  w i t h  e x t r e m e  w e a t h e r  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  b r e a k d o w n  o f  s c h o o l  h e a t i n g  s y s t e m ,  l o s s  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  

p o w e r ,  p o s s i b l e  b o m b  t h r e a t s ,  o r  o t h e r  u n f o r s e e n  t h r e a t s  t o  h e a l t h  

a n d  s a f e t y  c o n d i t i o n s ) .

I m i g h t  n o t e  t h a t  a s  a  c l a s s r o o m  t e a c h e r ,  I f o u n d  t h a t  c l a s s r o o m  

p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  g e n e r a l  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a r e  b e s t  r e t a i n e d  b y  

u s i n g  n o r m a l  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  m i s s e d  w o r k ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  

u p  m i s s e d  w o r k  b y  h o l d i n g  s c h o o l  o n  S a t u r d a y s  o r  e x t e n d i n ' -  s c h o o l  

d a y s  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  s c h o o l  y e a r .

A  p e r s o n a l  e x a m p l e  I m i g h t  c i t e  i s :  d u r i n g  o n e  s u c h  d a y  l a s t  y e a r ,

I k n o w  o f  f i v e  a u t o m o b i l e  a c c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  s t u d e n t s  t r y i n g  t o  

g e t  t o  s c h o o l  u n d e r  e x t r e m e  i c y  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s .  S c h o o l  w a s  h e l d  

a l l  t h a t  d a y  w i t h  o n l y  1 5 - 2 0 %  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  

n o  r e g u l a r  c l a s s r o o m  t y p e  i n s t r u c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e .  T h e  o n l y  p u r p o s e  

o r  v a l u e  i n  h o l d i n g  s c h o o l  t h a t  d a y  w a s  t o  s a t i s f y  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  

u n d e r  S t a t e  l a w .  I m i g h t  a l s o  a d d  t h a t  t h e  M a t a n u s k a - S u s i t n a  B o r o u g h  

i s  a l s o  b e i n g  s u e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o v e r  a  b u s  a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  

o n  a  d a y  w h e n  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  i c y .



S u m m a r y :  H b  125 b y  L a r s o n

" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  ' e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d ays' i n  r e s p o n s e  

t o  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s . "

S e c t i o n  1. A S  14.03..030- P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  G e n e r a l l y ,  S c h o o l  T e r n

T H i s  s e c t i o n  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  p r o v i d i n g  

f o r  "(2) a n  ' e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  day' n a y  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  a  

d a y  in  s e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  p o s i n g  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  

h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s . "

S u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  a n  e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d a y  w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  p r o­

p o s e d  n e w  l a w  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f y  a  m a x i m u m  a l l o w a b l e r n u m b e r  o f  

days.

T h e  l a w  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  t e r m  i n  A l a s k a  

i n c l u d e  a t  l e a s t  1 8 0  d a y s  i n  s e s s i o n ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  s u b j e c t  t o  

a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  u p  t o  10  d a y s  o f  i n - s e r v i c e  

t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  n a y  b e  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  r e q u i r e d  s h c o o l  days.

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  b e  e f f e c t i v e  90 d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  

G o v e r n o r ' s  s i g n a t u r e .

f o l d e r  c o n t e n t

s u m m a r y

s t a t u t e s

f i s c a l  n o t e  D O E  = 0 

f i s c a l  n o t e  H S S  = 0

l e f t r i g h t

b i l l

b a c k - u p  f r o m  Rep. L a r s o n



§ 14.03.010 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 14.03.030

Chapter 0 3 . Public Schools Generally.
Section

10. Establishment of school system
20. School year
30. School term
40. Day in session
50. School holidays
60. Elementary, junior high, and sec­

ondary schools 
70. School age 
80. Free education

Section

83. Contracting for services 
90. Sectarian or denominational doc­

trines prohibited 
100. Use of school facilities 
110. Questionnaires and surveys admin­

istered in public schools 
130. Display of flag 
140. Emergency drills

Collateral references. —  68 Am. Jur. 
2d Schools 3 1 et seq.
78 CJ.S. Schools and School Districts, 

S3 1, 2,12 et seq.
Equivalence of educational facilities 

extended by public school system to mem­
bers of white and members of colored race. 
103 ALR 713.
Residence for purpose of admission to 

public Echool. 83 ALR2d 497.

Modern status of doctrine at sovereign 
immunity as applied to public schools and 
institutio is of higher learning. 33 ALR3d 
703.
Noncustodial parent's rights as respects 

education of child. 36 ALR3d 1093.
Tort liability of public schools and insti­

tutions of higher learning for educational 
malpractice. 1 ALR4th 1139.

Sec. 14.03.010. Establishm ent o f  s ch oo l system . There is 
established in the state a system o f public schools to be administered 
and maintained as provided in this title. (§ 1 cb 98 SLA 1966)

NOTES TO DECISIONS

This title was enacted pursuant to. 
Alaska Const, art VII, S 1. Hootch v. 
Alaska State-Operated School Sys., Sup. 
Ct Op. No. 1154 (File No. 2157), 536 P.2d 
793 (1975).
History of public education in 

Alaska. —  See Hootch v. Alaska 
State-Operated School Sys., Sup. Ct. Op.

No. 1154 (File No. 2157), 536 P.2d 793 
(1975).
Collateral references. —  Incorporated 

educational body as an institution 
belonging to the state. 65 ALR 1394.
What is common or public school within 

contemplation of constitutional or statu­
tory provisions. 113 ALR 697.

Sec. 14.03.020. S ch oo l year. The school year begins on the first 
day o f July and ends on the 30th day o f June. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966)

Sec. 14.03.030. S ch oo l term. The school term begins and ends on 
the dates fixed by the governing body o f the school district. However, 
the term shall include not less than 180 days in session, except that, 
subject to the approval o f the commissioner, a day used for in-service 
training o f teachers may be substituted for a day in session, up to a 
maximum o f 10 days. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966; am § 1 ch 65 SLA 1972; am 
§ 1 ch 137 SLA 1976; am § 1 ch 24 SLA 1979)

2



§ 14.03.040 E d u c a t i o n § 14.03.060

Effect of amendments. —  The 1979 schedules for a Bchool term ofless than 180 
amendment deleted the former third sen* days in session, 
tence providing for approval of school

Sec. 14.03.040. D ay in session. Each day within the school term is 
a day in session except Saturdays, Sundays, and days designated as 

' * holidays by or according to AS 14.03.050. A  school board may approve 
Saturdays as a day in session. The day in session in every school shall 
be at least four hours long, exclusive o f intermissions, for the first, 
second, and third grades and five hours, exclusive o f intermissions, for 
all other grades. The commissioner may approve a shorter day in ses­
sion for any grade. The period o f the day in session shall be devoted to 
the instruction o f  pupils or to study periods for the pupils. (§ 1 ch 98 

. SLA 1966; am § 2 ch 137 SLA 1976)

Sec. 14.03.050. S ch oo l holidays, (a) Public schools shall not be in 
session on school holidays which are Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day, 
the day immediately following Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, 
New Years Day, Memorial Day, and the Fourth o f July. If one o f these 
holidays falls on a Saturday, the Friday immediately preceding is a 
school holiday. I f  one o f  these holidays falls op a Sunday the Monday 
immediately following is a school holiday. A teacher shall not be 
required to perform employment services on these holidays, nor may 
the salary o f a teacher be diminished because the teacher does not 
perform employment services on a school holiday.

(b) The public schools shall be in session on all other holidays falling 
upon school days and shall conduct appropriate exercises in recognition 
of the day.

(c) The governing body o f the school district may declare additional 
holidays. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 1966)

Editor's notes. —  In the last sentence pursuant to AS 01.05.031 and 5 4, ch. 58, 
of subsection (a), "the teacher” was subBti- SLA 1982. 
tuted for "he" by the revisor of statutes

Sec. 14.03.060. E lem entary, ju n io r  high, and secon d ary  
sch ools, (a) An elementary school consists o f grades kindergarten 
through grade eight or any appropriate combination of grades within 
this range.

(b) A  secondary school consists o f grades seven through 12 or any 
appropriate combination o f grades within this range. The 
establishment o f one or two grades beyond the 12th grade is optional 
with the governing body o f the school district.

(c) Grades seven through eight, nine, and ten or any appropriate 
combination o f grades within this range may be organized as a junior 
high school.

(d) This section does not prevent a high school from issuing a 
diploma to a student who has completed the 12th grade. (§ 1 ch 98 SLA 
1966)
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 125

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  ' e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  days' in r e s p o n s e  t o  a t h r e a t  t o  

t h e  h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  of s t u d e n t s . "

T h i s  Bill a m e n d s  A S  1 4 . 0 3 . 0 3 0  by a d d i n g  a p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  an " e m e r g e n c y  

c l o s u r e  d a y "  m a y  be s u b s t i t u t e d  for a day in s e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n d i t i o n s  

p o s i n g  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  o f  s t u d e n t s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  Social S e r v i c e s  c a n n o t  c o m m e n t  on t h e  e d u c a­

tio n a l  i m p a c t  of t h e  new p r o v i s i o n .  E m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e s  for s t r i c t l y  h e a l t h  

or s a f e t y  r e a s o n s  a r e  a r e l a t i v e l y  u n c o m m o n  e v e n t  a n d  can be ke p t  at a 

m i n i m u m  by s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  of e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  

to  i m m u n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  an d  b u i l d i n g  and s a f e t y  codes. In th e  past 

y e a r ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  no i n s t a n c e s  in w h i c h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

has r e c o m m e n d e d  c l o s u r e  o f  a school d u e  t o  h e a l t h  r e a s o n s .  T h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  

r e a s o n s  for c l o s u r e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

d u e  t o  f a i l u r e  of u t i l i t i e s  su c h  as h e a t i n g ,  w a t e r  or s e w e r a g e  sy s t e m s .

R e c o m m e n d e d

E. S. Rabeau', M . D . ,  D i r e c t o r  

D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h

Date:

A p p r o v e d  by:

C o m m i s s i o n  -r

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d  Social S e r v i c e s

Date: -  / f / / 3
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P R E L I M I N A R Y  S T A T E M E N T  OF F I S C A L  I M P A C T

D a t e  on Bill: 1 / 2 6 / 8 3Bill No: H o u s e  Bill No. 125______________________________  _________________________________________

Ti t l e :  “An Act r e l a t i n g  to ' e m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e  d ays 'in r e s p o n s e  t o  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  and

S p o n s o r : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L a r s o n

R e q u e s t o r :_

s a f e t y  of s t u d e n t s . 1

1. E s t i m a t e d  fiscal i m p a c t s  on: D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e c ' t h  & S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

a. E x p e n d i t u r e s :

FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY 86

C a p i t a l 0 0 0 0

O p e r a t i n g 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0 0 0

B. R e v e n u e s :

R e v e n u e

2. S o u r c e  of f u n d s t o  o f f s e t  fiscal i m p a c t  of bill:

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  f u n d i n g  is t h a t  o f  the a u t h o r  o f  the bill

3. A s s u m p t i o n s :

4. D i s c l a i m e r .

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  hai^rfot bejsn r e v i e w e d v by 0 M B in t h e A O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r .  

not r^jifesent^tTie p o l i c y  of t h e  S h e f f i e l d - A d m i n i  strati on "or the* final esti 

i m p a c t .

P r e p a r e d  by: D e a n  T i r a d o r ,  M.D. J i-J b s o j V
D i v i s i o n :  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  ^

I t y d o e s  

e s t i m a t e  o f  fiscal

 Phone:_

Date:

A p p r o v e d  by C o m m i s s i o n e r :  7  //> ’ D ate:

D e p a r t m e n t :  H e a l t h  an d  Social S e r v i c e s ________________________________

5. D i s t r i b u t i o n :

O r i g i n a l  t o  L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

C o p y  t o  0MB 

C o p y  t o  S p o n s o r  

C o p y  t o  R e q u e s t o r

4 6 5 - 2 1 1 3

2 / 8 / 3 3

2 / 8 / 8 3
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

H OU SE BILL NO. 125

"An A ct r e l a t i n g  t o  'e mer ge n c y  c l o s u r e  days' in r e s p o n s e  to  a t h r e a t  t o  

t h e  h ea lt h  or s a fe t y  of s t u d e n t s . "

T h i s  Bill a m e n d s  AS 1 4 . 0 3 . 0 7 0  by a d d i n g  a p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  an " e m e r g e n c y  

c l o s u r e  d a y "  m a y  be s u b s t i t u t e d  for a day in s e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  of c o n d i t i o n s  

p o s i n g  a t h r e a t  to t h e  h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  of st u d e n ts .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a nd  So cia l S e r v i c e s  c a n n o t  c o m m e n t  on t h e  e d u c a­

ti o n a l  i m p a ct  of t h e  new  p rov i s i o n.  E m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e s  for s t r i c t l y  h e a l t h  

or s a f et y r e a s o n s  a re  a r e l a t i v e l y  u n c o m m o n  e v e n t  and  can be k e p t  at a 

m i n i m u m  by s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  of e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  

to  i m m u n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  and s a f e t y  codes. In t h e  past 

y e a r ,  t h e r e  h a v e  b ee n no i n s t a n c e s  in w h i c h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

has r e c o m m e n d e d  c l o s ur e  of a school due t o  h e a l t h  r ea so ns . The  m os t  l i k e l y  

r e a s o n s  for c l o s u r e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e  t o  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

d u e  t o  f a i l u r e  of u t i l i t i e s  such as h eat in g,  w a t e r  or s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m s .

R e c o m m e n d e d  by:

D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h

Date:
• 7 6  C -  j ;  / •? f- 5

A p p r o v e d  by:

R o b e r t  L o n d o n  S m i t h ,  Ph.D.

C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and Soci al S e r v i c e s

Date: -/f/O
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

HOUSE BIL L NO. 125

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  ' em er g en c y  c l o s u r e  days' in r e s p o n s e  to a t h r e a t  to 

t h e  h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  of s t u d e n t s . "

T h i s  Bill a m e n d s  A S  1 4 . 0 3 . 0 3 0  by a d d i n g  a p r o v i s i o n  tha t an " e m e r g e n c y  

c l o s u r e  day" m a y  be s u b s t i t u t e d  for a day in s e s s i o n  b e c a u s e  of c o n d i t i o n s  

p o s i n g  a t h r e a t  to the  h e a l t h  or s a f e t y  of s t u d en ts .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and  Social S e r v i c e s  c a n n o t  c o m m e n t  on t h e  e d u c a­

t i o n a l  im p a ct  of t h e  n e w  p rov i s i o n.  E m e r g e n c y  c l o s u r e s  for s t r i c t l y  h e al th  

or s a f e t y  r e a s o n s  are a r e l a t i v e l y  u n c o m m o n  e v e n t  a n d  can be k e p t  at a 

m i n i m u m  by s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  of e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  

t o  i m m u n i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and b u i l d i n g  and s a f e t y  codes. In t h e  past 

y e a r ,  t h e r e  h a v e  been no i n s ta nc e s  in w h i c h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h  

has r e c o m m e n d e d  c l o s u r e  of a school due to h e a l t h  r e a s o n s .  T h e  m os t  lik el y 

r e a s o n s  for c l o s u r e  w o u l d  p ro b ab l y  r e l a t e  to e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

d u e  to f a i l u r e  of u t i l i t i e s  such as hea ting, w at er or s e w e r a g e  s yst ems .

R e c o m m e n d e d

E. S. R a b e a u ,  M . D . ,  D i r e c t o r  

D i v i s i o n  of P u b l i c  H e a l t h

Date:

A p p r o v e d  by:

R o b er t  L o n d o n  Smit h, Ph.D.

C o m m i s s i o n e r

D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  an d S oc ia l  S e r v i c e s

Date:



THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 

T H I F T E E N T H  L F r - J S L A T U R E

LA SKA

F I S C A L  N O T E

Bill/Resolution No. HB - 125____________________
Title A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g " t o  ' e m e r g en cy  c l o s u r e  days'

R E Q U E S T

Requested by H o u s e  HE S S Date Z77Z7ST

II, FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected_ _______
Program Category Affected Flpmpntarv and Secondary Education

E d u c a t i o n

BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) Affected K-1? Foundation Support________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item 

amounts and funding for each component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

100 PERSONAL SERVICES
200 TRAVEL
300 CONTRACTUAL
400 COMMODITIES
500 EQUIPMENT
600 LAND & STRUCTURES
700 GRANTS,CLAIMS,ETC.

TOTAL

FY 83 F Y  8 4 F Y  85 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 ? FY 88

*

0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER (SDecify Source) 
O P E R A T I N G

0 n 0 0 0

C A P I T A L

POSITIONS n /A

FULL TIME
PART TIME
TEHPORARY

III. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instruction, Section III)

T H I S  F I S C A L  N O T E  IS P R E S E N T L Y  B E I N G  R E V I E W E D  BY T HE  O F F I C E  OF  M A N A G E M E N T  

A N D  B U D GE T.

T h i s  bill has no fiscal impact.

iv. D A T E ________ 2/ 22 /8 3 _______________ P R E P A R E D  s y  S t e v e  Hole
A G E N C Y  E d u c a t i o n

Original: Legislative Finance PHONE 4 6 5 - 2 8 6 5  
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named) 

33-001 (Rev. 12/82)
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D E P A R T M E N T  OF  E D U C A T I O N  

P o s i t i o n  P a p e r  - HB 125

The D e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  thi s bill.

A

 M a r s h a l l  L. LiikI 

C o m m i s s i o n e r

ta ch me n t :  M o t i o n  b y  S t a t e

B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n



E x c e r p t  f r o m  t h e  m i n u t e s  of t h e  F e b r u a r y  14, 1983 m e e t i n g  o f  th e S t a t e  B oa rd of 

E du c a t io n.

YEAS  NAY S

Don Gr a y  

Sam Kito

E r n e s t i n e  G r i f f i n  

Burn ey G o t t s t e i n  

W i l M a m  Eu ba n k  

Sue Jull

M O T I O N  C A R R I E D  6-0.

H OUSE  BILL 125

W i l l i a m  E ub a n k  m o v e d  and B a r ne y G o t t s t e i n  s e c o n d e d  the 

m o t i o n  to a p p r o v e  H ou s e  Bill 125, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to 

'e mer ge nc y  rays' in r e s p o n s e  to a t h r e a t  to the h e al t h  or 

s a f e t y  o f  stuvients."

M O T I O N  C A R R I E D  5-0.

H OU SE BILL  90

B a r n e y  G o t t s t e i n  m o v e d  and  W i l l i a m  E u b an k s e c o n d e d  the 

m o t i o n  to o p p o s e  H o u s e  Bill 90, "An A c t  t r a n s f e r r i n g  the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  school or e d u c a t i o n - r e l a t e d  f ac i l i t y  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  fr om  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  to the

D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a nd  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i es ; and 

p r o v i d in g for an e f f e c t i v e  d ate ."

M O T I O N  C A R R I E D  6-0.

SE NAT E BILL 78

S t e v e  Hol e p r o v i d e d  the b a c k g r o u n d  on S e na t e  Bill 78, "An A c t  m a k i n g  the 

Publ ic E m p l o y m e n t  R el at ion s Act  a p p l i c a b l e  to e m p l o y e e s  o f  school d ist r i ct s,  

a nd  p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date." T h e r e w a s  a l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n  on

this Bill, and a u d i e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  p r ov i d i n g  c o m m e n t s  w e r e  J e a n  K r a use , 

P re si d en t ,  N E A / A l as ka ;  R o b e r t  G r e e n e,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y ,  A s s o c i a t i o n  of

A l a s k a  School Boar ds;  Rob e r t  M a n n e rs , E x e c u t iv e  S ec r e t a r y ,  N EA /A l a s k a ;  a nd  

J a m e s  Tozer, of the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Education.

The Board r e ce s s e d  for l un ch a t  1 1: 52  a.m. a n d  r e t u r n e d  at  1:4 5 p.m. to

c o n t i n u e  d i sc u s s i o n  on S e n a t e  Bill 78.

Sue Hull m o v e d  an d Sa m Kito  s e c o n d e d  the m o t i o n  to 

r e c o m m e n d  to the  G o v e r n o r  t ha t he o p p o s e  S e n a t e  Bill 78.

Don Gr a y  m o v e d  an d W i l l i a m  Eu ban k s e c o n d e d  the m o t i o n  to 

t a b l e  t he p r e v i o u s  m o t i o n  until the April m eet i n g .

Roll call v o t e  w a s  t ake n on the m o t i o n  to table:




