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I n t r o d u c e d :  1/24/83
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M . M . M I L L E R

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 110

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an A c t  ent i t l ed :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a n  a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e  w e a t h e r

7 f o r e c a s t i n g  system; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 B E  IT E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  ALAS K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 7 6 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 C H A P T E R  76. A L A S K A  A V A L A N C H E

12 A N D  F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  [WARNING] SYSTEM.

13 Sec. 1 8.76.010. P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  A L A S K A  T S T A T EW I D E !  A V A L A N C H E

14 A N D  F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  [WARNING] SYSTEM. T h e  D e o a r t m e n t  of

15 N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  [ P U B L I C  S A F E T Y ! , a c t i n g  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a m u n i c -

16 i p a l i t y ^  [OR WITH] a n  a g e n c y  of th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  or  w i t h  a

17 p r i v a t e  entity, s h a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  in th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m o l e m e n c a -

18 t i o n  of a s t a t e w i d e  a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  [WARNING]

19 s y s t e m ^  a n d  s h a ll  r e p r e s e n t  the s t a t e  i n  the o p e r a t i o n  of that system.

20 Th e  [ S T A T EWIDE] s y s t e m  s h a l l

21 (1) e s t a b l i s h  an d  m a i n t a i n  a s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  an d p r i m a r y  an d

22 s u p p l e m e n t a r y  f i e l d  s t a t i o n s  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g

23 .(A). [GROUND] w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n d i c a t i n g  a v a l a n c h e

24 d a n g e r  and  w i l d  lan d  fir e  d a n g e r ;  [,1

25 (B) s n o w  packj^ [,] and

26 (C) a v a l a n c h e  a c t i v i t y ;

27 (2) f o r e c a s t  [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the

28 s t a t e ;

29 (3) c o o r d i n a t e  a p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  p r o g r a m  o n  a v a l a n c h e  i
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d a n g e r;

(4) c a t a l o g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a t l a s  of a v a l a n c h e  p a t h s  an d  

s l i d e  o c c u r r e n c e s ;  [AND]

(5) as s i s t  l ocal g o v e r n m e n t s  an d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n  i d e n t i­

fyi n g  h a z a r d o u s  a v a l a n c h e  z ones a n d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e  

z o n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ; and

(6) f o r ec a s t  fire  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  s t a t e.

* Sec. 2. A S  18.76 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 8.76.100. D E F I N I T I O N .  I n  this c h apter, " a v a l a n c h e "  m e a n s  

a s n o w  a v a l a n c h e ,  a n d  d oes n o t  i n c l u d e  a r o c k s l i d e  o r  a m u d  slide.

* Sec. 3. Thi s  Act  t akes e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -  

1 0 . 0 7 0( c ) .

H B  110 -2-



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  

F I S C A L  N O T E

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 0 , - . 1 9 8 4

R E Q U E S T

B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  N o . : ____________

T i t l e :  A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a n

H B  1 1 0

a v a l a n c h e  & f i r e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g

S p o n s o r :  M .  M. M i l l e r __________________

R e q u e s t o r :  H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

D a t e  o f  R e q u e s t ? - J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  19 $ 4 ~

F I S C A L  D E T A I L

A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d : _______________

P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :_ 

s y s t e m

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  

N R M E C

B R U ,  P r o g r a m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s )  A f f e c t e d :  

P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t ________________________________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T I N G

F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8(5 F Y  8 7 F Y  8 8 F Y  8 9

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 

<♦00 SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

600 LAND & STRUCTURES 

700 GRANTS, CLAIMS 

|800 MISCELLANEOUS

I T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G

I C A P I T A L

£ R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  P o l a r s  j

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

S O U R C E  O F  F U N D S  T O  O F F S E T  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  O F  B I L L :

T h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  F Y  8 4  b u d g e t  a n d  F Y  8 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l  

f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  T h i s  is a  t r a n s f e r  o f  f u n d s  ( $ 9 8 .6 ) t o  P a r k  

V i s i t o r  S e r v i c e s  p r o j e c t ,  P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t  B R U .  A m o u n t  o f  t r a n s f e r  is $ 2 7 5 - 0 .

T h e  i n t e n d e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  $ 3 2 . 3  f o r  D O T / P F  ( a v a l a n c h e )  a n d  $ 1 4 4 . 1  

A N A L Y S I S : A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  f o r  a n a l y s i s  f o r  A E I D C  ( a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e ) .

P r e p a r e d  B y : _  N e d  F a r g u h a r  P h o n e :  4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0

D i v i s i o n :  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e _____________________________ D a t e :  J a n u a r y  2 0 , 1 9 8 4

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ^  P a t e :

Agency: ----------------------

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e ) :

L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  

R e q u e s t o r

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t

I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )  1 2 / 1 / 8 3



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  

F I S C A L  N O T E

o o  <

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  2 / 9 / 8 4

H B  1 1 0

R E Q U E S T

B i l l / R e s o l u t i o n  N o . : __________________

^  ^ e  • -A v .a .1 .a .n c  h e  & . f .j r-e— w e  a t  h e  r- ■

  f o r -e cas-t i n a  -s y s t e m ---------------
S p o n s o r :  M . M. M i l W _______________

F I S C A L  D E T A I L

A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d :  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

R e q u e s t o r :  S p n a _t p  <•+

D a t e  o f  R e q u e s t :
r s _

P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :

N R M E C

B R U ,  P r o g r a m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ( s ) A f f e c t e d :  

P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t ________________________________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T I N G

F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 7 F Y  8 8 F Y  8 9

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CONTRACTUAL 

^00 SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

600 LAND & STRUCTURES 

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS 

800 MISCELLANEOUS

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 2 7 5 . 0 2 7 5 . 0 2 7 5 . 0 2 7 5 . 0 . 2 7 5 . 0 ? 7 5  n

C A P I T A L

£ R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l ars)

GENERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-Tl'IE 

PART-TiME 

TEMPORARY

S O U R C E  O F  F U N D S  T O  O F F S E T  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  O F  B I L L :

T h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  F V  8 4  b u d g e t  a n d  F Y  8 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l

f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  T h i s  i s  a t r a n s f e r  o f  f u n d s  ( $ 9 8 . 6 )  t o  P a r k

V i s i t o r  S e r v i c e s  p r o j e c t ,  P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t  B R U .  A m o u n t  o f  t r a n s f e r  i s  $ 2 7 5 . 0 .

T h e  i n t e n d e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  : ? 3 2 . 3  f o r  D O T / P F  ( a v a l a n c h e )  a n d  $ 1 4 4 . 1

f c 0, A W r CTr(a v a AEa n c b e  a n d  f i r e ) .  , , .
A N A L Y S I S : A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  f o r  a n a l y s i s

P r e p a r e d  B y :  N e d  F a r q u h a r

D i v i s i o n :  C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  U t t i c e

P h o n e :

D a t e :

4 6 5 - 2 4 0 0  

T T W f -----

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :  D  D a t e :  2 / 9 / 8 4

A g e n c y :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  0A g e n c y  ______________________________

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e ) :  

L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  

R e q u e s t o r

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  

I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s ) 12/1/83



\  // S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  

F I S C A L  N O T E

tec'A
Y>V o u l  V  2 ^ - S f

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :

H B  1 1 0

F I S C A L  D E T A I L  

T l g e n c y  A f f e c t e d : P u h l i r  S a f p t y

■lusticp

R E Q U E S T

B i i  1 / R e s o l u t i o n  N o . : _ _____________________  ________

T i t l e :  ' A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  A v a l a n c h e P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :

 a n d  F i r e  W e a t h e r  F o r e c a s t i n g  __________________________________________ ____________________

S p o n s o r ; __________R p p .  M i  11 p r ______________  B R U ,  P r o g r a m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ! s ) A f f e c t e d :

R e q u e s t o r : ______ S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s   A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s ________________

D a t e  o f  R e q u e s t : ________ ? - 8 - 8 4 ___________  _______________________________________________________________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

O P E R A T I N G

F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 7 F Y  8 8 F Y  8 9

1 0 0  PERSONAL S E R V IC E S  
2 0 0  TRAVEL 
3 0 0  CONTRACTUAL 
4 0 0  S U P P L I E S  
5 0 0  EQUIPMENT 
S 0 0  LAND & STRUCTURES 
7 0 0  GRANTS , CLAIMS 
8 0 0  M ISCELLANEOUS

( 2 7 5 . 0 )

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G ( 2 7 5 . 0 )

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )

CENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

( 2 7 5 .’0 )

P O S I T I O N S :

FU L L -T IM E
PAR T -T IM E
TEMPORARY

S O U R C E  O F  F U N D S  T O  O F F S E T  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  O F  B I L L :

A N A L Y S I S : A t t a c h  a s e p a r a t e  p a g e  f o r  a n a l y s i s

P r e p a r e d  B y :  F r a n c i s  C. A l l a n

D i v i s i o n : / ^  Q  A l a s k a  S t a t e  I T o p p e r s '

A p p r o v e

A g e n c y :

P h o n e :_ 

D a t e :

2 6 9 - 5 6 9 1

T-ff-84

C o m m i s s i o n e d

P u b l i c  S a f e t y

D a t e :  *«X /  £  j &  < - /

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e ) :  

L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  

R e q u e s t o r

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  

I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s ) 12/1 / 8 3



D i v i s i o n  o f  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  

H B  1 1 0  

A n a l y s i s

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  B R U  c o n t a i n s  $ 2 7 5 , 0 0 0  i n  

t h e  D e t a c h m e n t s  a n d  C . I . B .  c o m p o n e n t  i n  F Y  8 4  a n d  t h e  b u d g e t  r e c e n t l y  s u b m i t t e d  

t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r  f o r  F Y  8 5 .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  a c t e d  a s  a p a s s - t h r o u g h  a g e n c y  a n d  

h a s  t a k e n  n o  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  F i r e / A v a l a n c h e  W a r n i n g  S y s t e m  

d u e  t o  i t s  l a c k  o f  e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  I n  F Y  8 4  t h e  f u n d s  w e r e  

d i s t r i b u t e d  b y  R S A  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  

( $ 9 8 , 6 0 0 ) ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  ( $ 8 2 , 3 0 0 ) ,  a n d  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  ( $ 1 4 4 , 1 0 0 ) .  T h u s ,  p a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h a v e  n o  e f f e c t  

o n  e x i s t i n g  A . S . T .  p r o g r a m s .
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 4  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  

F I S C A L  M O T E

R e v i s i o n  D a t e :  2 / 7 / 8 4

H B  1 1 0

R E Q U E S T

B i l 1 / R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  ____

T i t l e : _ A y .a.l-a n c h e  &  f i r e  w e a t b e r -

- — f o r e c a s t i n g sys tem------------------
S p o n s o r :  M  M i l W _______________

R e q u e s t o r :  s P n a t p  s

D a t e  o f  R e q u e s t : _
rs-

F I S C A L  D E T A I L

" A g e n c y  A f f e c t e d :  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

P r o g r a m  C a t e g o r y  A f f e c t e d :

N R M E C ____________  ~

B R U ,  P r o g r a m  o r  S u b p r o g r a m ! s )  A f f e c t e d :  

P a r k M a n a g e m e n t _________________________________

O P E R A T I N G

F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 7 F Y  8 8 F Y  8 9

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 

200 TRAVEL 

300 CON TRA CTU AL 

AOO SUPPLIES 

500 EQUIPMENT 

60C LAND & STRUCTURES 

700 CRANTS, CLAIMS 

800 MIS CEL LAN EOU S

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 0 0 .0 0

C A P I T A L I

L R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  P o l ars)

GEN ERAL FUND 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

OTHER 

TOTAL

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIME

PART-TIME

TEMPORARY

S O U R C E  O F  F U N D S  T O  O F F S E T  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  O F  B I L L :

T h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  F Y  8 4  b u d g e t  a n d  F Y  8 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l  

f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  T h i s  i s  a t r a n s f e r  o f  f u n d s  ( $ 9 8 . 6 )  t o  P a r k  

V i s i t o r  S e r v i c e s  p r o j e c t ,  P a r k  M a n a g e m e n t  B R U .  A m o u n t  o f  t r a n s f e r  i s  $ 2 7 5 . 0 .

T h e  i n t e n d e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w o u l d  i n c l u d e  $ 3 2 . 3  f o r  D O T / P F  ( a v a l a n c h e )  a n d  $ 1 4 4 . 1

f 0 r A l i ^ (:a V f e CA ^ a f e p faVraet)e  p a g e  f o r  a n a l y s i s

P r e p a r e d  B y :  N e d  F a r q u h a r  P h o n e :  4 6 5 - 2 4 0 C

D i v i s i o n :  C o m n n s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  D a t e :  " 2 7 7 / 8 4

A p p r o v e d  b y  C o m m i s s i o n e r :  \ J W T  D  D a t e :  2 / 7 / 8 4

A g e n c y :  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a f u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  u

D i s t r i b u t i o n  ( b y  A g e n c y  p r e p a r i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e ) :

L e g i s l a t i v e  F i n a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  S p o n s o r  

R e q u e s t o r

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t

I m p a c t e d  A g e n c y ( i e s )  1 2 / 1 / 8 3



O P E N I N G  R E M A R K S  F O R  H B  1 1 0 :

C S  H B  1 1 0  ( S t .  A f f a i r s )  D O E S  T W O  T H I N G S :  (1) I T  A D D S  F I R E

W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  T O  T H E  S T A T E ' S  C U R R E N T  S Y S T E M  F O R  F O R E C A S T I N G  

A N D  P R E V E N T I N G  A V A L A N C H E S .  (2) I T  M O V E S  T H E  P R O G R A M  F R O M  T H E  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  T O  T H E  A R C T I C  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  

I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  D A T A  C E N T E R  O F  T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  A L A S K A .

T H E  O R I G I N A L  B I L L  W O U L D  H A V E  M O V E D  T H E  P R O G R A M  F R O M  D . P . S .  T O  T H E  

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S .  A L T H O U G H  D . N . R .  O R I G I N A L L Y  

R E Q U E S T E D  T H E  C H A N G E  T O  A . E . I . D . C . ,  A L L  A G E N C I E S  I N V O L V E D  I N  

A V A L A N C H E  A N D  F I R E  F O R E C A S T I N G  A N D  P R E V E N T I O N  A R E  N O W  I N  

A G R E E M E N T  T H A T  D . N . R .  S H O U L D  B E  T H E  M A I N ,  C O O R D I N A T I N G  A G E N C Y .  

T H E R E  A R E  L E T T E R S  I N  Y O U R  F I L E  W I T H  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N  O N  T H I S  

P O I N T .  T H E R E F O R E ,  I F  T H E  C O M M I T T E E  D E S I R E S  T O  M O V E  T H E  B I L L  O U T  

T O D A Y ,  I W O U L D  S U G G E S T  T H A T  W E  P A S S  O U T  T H E  O R I G I N A L  B I L L  S O  T H A T  

T H E  P R O G R A M  I S  G I V E N  T O  D . N . R .

T H E R E  I S  N O  N E W  F I S C A L  I M P A C T  F R O M  P A S S A G E  O F  H B  1 1 0 .  F U N D I N G  

F O R  A V A L A N C H E  A N D  F I R E  F O R E C A S T I N G  I S  T A K E N  C A R E  O F  I N  T H E  

O P E R A T I N G  B U D G E T .  H O W E V E R ,  P A S S A G E  O F  T H E  B I L L  W O U L D  R E S U L T  I N  A  

F U N D I N G  T R A N S F E R  F R O M  T H E  D . P . S .  B U D G E T  T O  T H E  D . N . R .  B U D G E T .  

C U R E R N T L Y ,  T H I S  I S  H A N D L E D  T H R O U G H  T H E  R . S . A .  P R O C E S S  B E T W E E N  T H E  

T W O  A G E N C I E S .

A l :  I c h e c k e d  w i t h  B e r r i e r  o n  w h e t h e r  y o u  g u y s  s h o u l d  p a s s  o u t

t h e  o r i g i n a l  b i l l  o r  d o  a n o t h e r  C S .  H e  s a y s  j u s t  p a s s  o u t  t h e  

o r i g i n a l  b i l l  ---- u n l e s s  y o u  m a k e  o t h e r  c h a n g e s ,  a l s o .   L.



T h e  H o n o r a b l e  A1 A d a m s 

C h a irman, H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S tate L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h V

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Adams:

Re: H B  11 0  - A v a l a n c h e  and Fire W e a t h e r  F o r e c a s t i n g

L as t  s pr i n g  the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  t e s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  the 

H o u s e  S t a te  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  in f avor of the i n te n t  of HB 110, but 

r e c o m m e n d e d  that the a v a l a n c h e  and fire w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  p r o g r a m  be 

m o v e d  to the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska.

U p o n  review, ou r p o s i t i o n  ha s c h a n g e d  so that w e  con c u r  w i t h  the o ri g i n a l  

p r o p o s a l  to m o v e  the p r o g r a m  into the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  Resources.

W e  c o o r d i n a t e  a v a l a n c h e  e d u c a t i o n  in A l a s k a  and m a n a g e  m a n y  h i g h - u s e  

r e c r e a t i o n  a re a s  w h e r e  a v a l a n c h e  d a n g e r  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  high. Ou r  fire 

p r o t e c t i o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  are g r o w i n g  ra p idly, w i l l  r e a c h  137 

m i l l i o n  a cres this y ear, and w e  r e l y  on fire w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  to plan 

our r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  to w i l d l a n d  fires. Fir e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  is not 

i n c l u d e d  in the c u r r e n t  statute.

We c o n t i n u e  to supp o r t  the b i l l  and r e c o m m e n d  s u b s t i t u t e  w o r d i n g  that 

m o v e s  the a v a l a n c h e  and fir e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  p r o g r a m  into DNR.

Sincerely,

W . „

R o b e r t  D. A r n o l d  

D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: C o m m i s s i o n e r  Sundberg, D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  Safety

C o m m i s s i o n e r  Knapp, D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  

D a v e  Hickoclc, A E I D C

10-J9LH
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January 20, 1984■'>-2 "4j?X r./
Honorable! A 1 A m »

Chairmen, Commit CM on Financs 
Alaska House of Rapraaentetivei 
Pouch V 
K a il Scop 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Hr. Chairman:

This responds to ths request of Ms. Lou Ann Cutler of pour s ta ff  chat 
cha management of the U niversity of Alaska's Arctic Environmental Information 
and Data Center (ABIDC) taka a position  oa agency designation of responsibility, 
in  HB 110. 'r'

Tb.are e xists  a multiagency agreement oa the operation of Alaska'a f ir e  
weather s«d avalanche forecasting system. The conduit fo r state funds 
to Interagency program coat sharing has been the Department of Public 
Safety. AEIDC’■ costa for providing technical forecast services fo r 
stats  agencies in  tht. past yaar wara mods v ia  a Reimbursable Services 
Agreement from Public 8efaty.

t ' c Vi'

%■

A l l  aganclaa (including AZIDC) era in  general agrseoant that the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) should replace Public Safety in  the statutes 
as lead responsible state agency and funding recipient for the avalanche/ 
f ir e  weather program. Last year DNR expressed the thought that AEIDC 
should be given the task, AEIDC la  w illin g  to have ths statute indicate 
cooperative program e ffo rt between DNR and AEIDC but firm ly  believes 

s that state program leadership be vested in  DNR and that funds be allocated 
'to  the DNR budget rather than the university  budget.

AEIDC’8 ro le  la  to provide technical services fo r forecasting by providing 
S ta ff meteorologists and snow experts of the Alaska State Climate 
Center here at AEIDC to the program, In  the second yaar of AEIDC service 
the program waa underfunded with $275,000 of state funds, Of th is  
amount $144,100 was allocated fo r AEIDC services. An additional a llo c a tio n  
of $107,404 has bean made from federal sources to AEIDC.

Future federal funding to AEIDC w i l l  bs no more than $107,000 par yaar.
I f  AEIDC is  to expand the geographic coverage of f ir e  weather and avalanche 
forecasts aa currently requested by the agencies involved, then additional 
funds in  the amount of $126,260 state  funding w i l l  be needed fo r f is c a l 
yaar 1985, to create program account of $270,360 in  stats funds for 
AEIDC services.

Thank you fo r th is  opportunity to comment upon HB110.

SifW^rely,

David M, Hickok 
Director

DKH/nlw



A E I D C  AYALAKCHE/FIREiniATHER F O R E C A S T  3 Y 3 T K K  P U N D I N C  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

FY84

S T A T E  F E D E R A L  A N T I C I P A T E D

F E D E R A L

F T 8 5

S T A T E  F E D E R A L

1 0 0 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 9 0 , 6 * 0 5 6 , 1 1 5 16,667 1 7 5 , 9 9 0 6 6 , 7 4 0

200 T R A V E L 9 , 0 0 0 3 4 4 9 , 0 0 0 2 , 0 0 0

3 0 0 C O N T R A C T U A L 3 , 6 2 8 1 0 , 7 6 1 7 , 2 0 0 1 5 , 8 6 0

4 0 0 C O M M O D I T I E S 2,000
■

464
•

1 , 0 0 0 700

5 0 0 E Q U I P M E N T 1 0 , 0 0 0

0 0 0 M I S C E L L A N E O U S  * 3 3 , 7 8 2 1 9 , 7 2 0 3 , 3 3 3 6 7 , 1 7 0 2 1 , 7 0 0

T O T A L 1 4 4 , 1 0 0 8 7 , 4 0 4 2 0 . 0 0 0 2 7 0 , 3 6 0 1 0 7 , 0 0 0

•. ■ v.-. .

■ VvL vV-'k- 

■; -A W-\

wm
■it-'-' '

C o d e  8 0 0  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  r e p r e s e n t s  o v e r h e a d  9  2 0 1  for p o s i t i o n s  b a s e d  in f e d e r a l  q u a r t e r s ,  4 S X  for a l l  

o t h e r  c osta -except e q uipment.

C o n t i n u i n g  years w o u l d  u s e d  to  b e  funded w i t h  a 5 X  I n f l a t i o n a r y  factor, o r  w h i c h e v e r  la a c c e p t e d  in  t h e  b u d g e t  

pr o c e s s .

P O S I T I O N S * F u l l - t l a e

T e a p o r a r y

F Y 8 4  5 

F Y 6 4  6

F Y 8 5  6 

F Y 8 5  5

P r e p a r e d  1 / 2 0 / 8 4  

NR/



P . O .  B o x  1 ) 3 2

D o u g  l a s ,  A 1 a s  k a  9 9 8 2

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i t c h  A b o o d , C h a  

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l b e r t  P .  A d a m s ,  

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  e n c l o s e d  H o u s e  B i l l -  N o .  1 1 0 ,  

s p o n s o r e d  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e s s i o n  o n  1 / 2 ^ / 8 3  b y  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r .  I t  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

a n d  F i n a n c e ,  w h e r e  i t  n o w  s i t s .

T h i s  b i l l  i s  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  i n  1 9 7 9  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  a n  a v a 1 a n c h e •w a r n i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  A l a s k a .  I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  a 

h o u s e k e e p i n g  m e a s u r e ,  w i t h  w o r d  c h a n g e s  t h a t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s c i e n ­

t i f i c  f o r e c a s t i n g  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  r a t h e r  t h a n  i m p l y i n g  s c a r e  

t a c t i c s  t h r o u g h  e m p h a s i z i n g  w a r n i n g s .  H o w e v e r ,  s h o u l d  e x t r e m e  

a v a 1 a r c h e  d a n g e r  d e v e l o p ,  t h e n  o f  c o u r s e  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a r n i n g s  w o u l d  

b e  d i s s e m i n a t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I t  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  

v a l u e  o f  t h e  f i r e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  s y s t e m ,  

a n d  t h e  n o m e n c l a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  t h e r e f o r e  b e c o m e s  t h e  A l a s k a  

A v a l a n c h e  a n d  F i r e  W e a t h e r  F o r e c a s t i n g  S y s t e m  ( A A / F W F S ) .

P r o b a b l y  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  i s  a p r o p o s e d  

s h i f t i n g  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  

t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s t a t e  

f o r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s y s t e m .  E x p e - i e n c e  t o  d a t e  h a s  s h o w n  t h i s  t o  

b e  a  m o  r e  p r a c t i c a l  a p p r o a c h ,  s i n c e  D N R  n o w  p l a y s  t h e  m a j o r  r o l e  i n  

c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t i o n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

p r o g r a m .  T e c h n i c a l  a v a l a n c h e  a w a r e n e s s  w o r k s h o p s  a r e  o f f e r e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e  b y  D N R .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  D N R  i s  c l o s e r  t o  a n -  

o n - t h e - g r o u n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  a  w o r k i n g  m o d e  t h a n  i s  D P S .  B y  p r i o r  

a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  D e p a r t m e n t s ,  t h i s  c h a n g e  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  

n e e d e d .  T h e  c h a n g e  s h o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  n o . t  ..'eet w i t h  a n y  o p p o s i t i o n ,  

f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t s  i n v o l v e d .

W h i l e  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  1 w a s  p e r s o n a l l y  h e l p i n g  

t o  f o r m u l a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w a s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  R e p ­

r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  t o  g e t  t h e  s y s t e m  g o i n g  o n  a s t a t e w i d e  

b a s i s .  A l t h o u g h  I h a v e  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h a t  a g e n c y ,  I s t i l l  

m a i n t a i n  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  A A / F W F S  f o r  i t s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  

o p e r a t i o n .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  s c h e d u l e  t h i s  b i l l  o n  t h e  c a l e n d a r  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

p o s s i b l e  t i m e ,  t o  e n a b l e  p o s s i b l e  p a s s a g e  d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  s e s s i o n .  

I n  t h i s  w a y ,  D N R  w o u l d  b e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  f o l l o w u p  w i t h  r e g u l a r  

p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  a n d  a b u d g e t a r y  r e q u e s t  f o r  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1 9 8 5 -  D P S  

h a s  a l r e a d y  s u b m i t t e d  a b u d g e t  r e q u e s t  f o r  F i s c a l  Y e a r  1 9 S 4̂ w h i c h  

i s  p r e s e n t l y  u n d e r  r o u t i n e  r e v i e w .  T h i s  b i l l  t h e r e f o r e  d o e s  n e t
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i n v o l v e  a n y  n e w  f i s c a l  i m p a c t s  f r o m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  a n y  n e e d e d

s p e c i a l  s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

c c :  R e p r e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J i m  D u n c a n  

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

W a l l a c e  W a t t s ,  U S F S  A n c h o r a g e  

P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r  A A / F W F S

E n c 1 o s u r e

G a r y  M o r r i s o n ,  U S F S  J u n e a u  

D i v i s i o n  o f  R e c r e a t i o n
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Ml v fl/44 SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

MAINTENANCE AND OPERA TIONS
B o x  3 - 1 0 0 0  J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

9 9802
p h o n e : 907 7 8 9 - 0 8 4 1

A p r i l  6, 1983

H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  M i l l e r  

A l a s k a  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 

D e a r  Sir:

B a s i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s  n e e d  to be d e a l t  w i t h  to 

i n s u r e  p u b l i c  a n d  e m p l o y e e  safety.

T h e  c u r r e n t  a v a l a n c h e  f o r e c a s t  a n d  c o n t r o l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is u n d e f i n e d  

a n d  h a s  n o  w r i t t e n  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  is v e r y  f r a g m e n t e d .  C o m m u n i c a t i o n  

a n d  l i n e  of c o m m a n d  is c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  c o n f u s i n g .  N o  o n e  is r e s p o n s i b l e  

or in c h a r g e  of the w h o l e  s a f e t y  program.

S n o w  a v a l a n c h e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  j u s t  a t t a c h e d  to r e g u l a r  o n g o i n g  D 0 T / P F  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  d u ti e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

c o n c e r n  is o n l y  e x p r e s s e d  an d  a d d r e s s e d  w h e n  a s e r i o u s  s n o w  r e l a t e d  

p r o b l e m  exis t s.  A f t e r  s n o w  is r e m o v e d  f r o m  the h i g h w a y s ,  a v a l a n c h e  

s a f e t y  b e c o m e s  a f o r g o t t e n  and m i n o r  issue.

S n o w  m o u n t a i n  w e a t h e r  in A.laslca is a v e r y  d y n a m i c  system. T h e  m o n i­

t o r i n g  of  s n o w  a v a l a n c h e  c o n d i t i o n s  is a s i x  to n i n e  m o n t h ,  s e v e n  d a y s 

a w e e k ,  t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r s  a day, an d  u n d e r  som e  h i g h  h a z a r d o u s  c o n d i­

tio n s  a n d  h o u r l y  r e q u i r e m e n t .  S p e c i a l i s t s  t r a i n e d  a n d  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  

in f o r e c a s t i n g  a n d  e v a l u a t i n g  s n o w  a v a l a n c h e  h a z a r d  m u s t  c o n c e n t r a t e ,  

c o l l e c t  a n d a s s i m u l a t e  w e a t h e r  a n d  s n o w  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the 

w i n t e r  s n o w  season, N o v e m b e r  t h r u  April.

In J u n e a u ,  the i m m e d i a t e  c o n c e r n s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of 

c l i m a t a l o g i c a l  s t a t i o n s  at E a g l e c r e s t  a n d  S a l m o n  Creek. T h e s e  two 

s t a t i o n s  a r e  n o w  c o n s t r u c t e d  b u t  n e e d  to b e  m a i n t a i n e d .  A l s o ,  th e 

p o s i t i o n i n g  of m e t e o r  rurst d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  station, (wind speed, 

d i r e c t i o n ,  r e l a t i v e  h u m i d i t y ,  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  w a t e r  c o n t e n t  of s n o w ) .

W h e n  a l l  t hese s t a t i o n s  a r e  o p e r a t i o n a l  w e  ca n  t h e n  b a s e  o u r  a v a l a n c h e  

a d v i s o r i e s  o n  h a r d  data. T h e  A l a s k a  A v a l a n c h e / F i r e  W a r n i n g  S y s t e m  is 

n o w  in i t ' s  t o d d l e r  stage, t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e  g r o w i n g  pains. H o p e f u l l y  

a l l  i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  the 1 9 8 3 - 8 4  a v a l a n c h e  

s e a - in is u p o n  us.

A  d r a f t  is b e i n g  c o m p i l e d  o n  s p e c i f i c  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  that I feel w o u l d  

h e l p  thi s  c o o p e r a t i v e  s y s t e m  f l o w  sm o o t h e r ,  a c o p y  of this w i l l  b e  m a d e  

a v a i l a b l e  to you.

clSlncerely,

f  J  G u n n a r  K. N o r e e n  

u  A v a l a n c h e  T e c h n i c i a n
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March 1983

The Honorable Mike Miller 
House of Representatives 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mike,

I recently completed a four day avalanche workshop in Juneau 

sponsored by the Alaska Avalanche School, Division of Parks, Dept, 

of Natural Resources. As a backcountry skier, I was very impressed 

with many aspects of this citizen education program subsidized in 

part by our state government.

All the instructors were experienced, knowledgeable and pro­

fessional in their efforts to educate a varied group of over thirty 

students in avalanche evaluation, safety and rescue. The workshop 

schedule was well arranged for maximum classroom instruction and 

field work and very proficiently run by coordinator Doug Fesler.

I strongly support continued use of state money for programs 

such as the Alaska Avalanche School. Many Alaskans are involved, or 

have friends and family involved, in winter backcountry travel. The 

Alaska Avalanche School is a rare opportunity to educate these 

citizens in safe winter travel and thus help avoid the comparatively 

high costs of state funded rescue efforts in the backcountry. Doug 

Fesler should be commended for his tremendous efforts in this direction. 

Thanks for your attention, Mike.

\



M a r c h  21 ,  1 9 8 3

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l e r :

W e  w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  A l a s k a  A v a ­

l a n c h e  S c h o o l ,  J u n e a u  W o r k s h o p  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 7 - 2 0 .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  

w e  a r e  a l o n e  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  w o r k s h o p  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d ,  

i n s t r u c t e d  a n d  v e r y ,  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  i n  t e r m s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .

W e  h a v e  b o t h  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  b a c k c o u n t r y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  g u i d ­

i n g  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  h a v e  s e e n ,  e v e n  i n  t h a t  

s h o r t  t i m e ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  w i n t e r t i m e  b a c k c o u n t r y  u s e .  

W i t h  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  m o d e r n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  t e c h n i q u e s ,  t h i s  t r e n d  i s  

s u r e  t o  c o n t i n u e .  W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d ,  p u b l i c  a v a l a n c h e  e d u c a t i o n  

i s  i m p e r a t i v e .  A l s o ,  w i t h  t h e  l a c k  o f  z o n i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a t  

e i t h e r  t h e  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  a v a l a n c h e  

h a z a r d s  t o  h o u s i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  h o m e s i t e s  c o u l d  

a v o i d  m a j o r  l o s s e s  o f  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y .

We a r e  t a k i n g  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h a t  p r e v e n t i o n  i s  t h e  b e s t

c u r e .  N o t  o n l y  a r e  a v a l a n c h e  a c c i d e n t s  o f t e n  t r a g i c ,  a n d  o r g a n ­

i z e d  r e s c u e  e f f o r t s  ( o f t e n  m e r e l y  b o d y  r e c o v e r i e s )  v e r y  e x p e n ­

s i v e ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  a v o i d a b l e  i f  p e o p l e  p o s s e s s  

t h e  p r o p e r  k n o w l e d g e  f o r  b a s i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a v a l a n c h e  h a z a r d s .

T r u e ,  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  in t h i s  a r e a  is  e x p e n s i v e ,  b u t  t h e  

r e t u r n s  a r e  h i g h  i n  t e r m s  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  a v o i d a n c e  o f  e x ­

p e n s i v e  r e s c u e  e f f o r t s .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  h a s

b e e n  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  a v a l a n c h e  e d u c a t i o n  to t h e  p u b l i c  at  a  c o o t

a f f o r d a b l e  t o  m o s t  p e o p l e .  W e  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o n t i n u a n c e  

o f  p u b l i c  a v a l a n c h e  e d u c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  A l a s k a  A v a l a n c h e  S c h o o l  

w o r k s h o p s .
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I t  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  to s e e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  p e o p l e  e n j o y i n g  A l a s k a ’s 

w i n t e r t i m e  b a c k c o u n t r y .  b u t  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

a p p r o a c h  b a c k c o u n t r y  a- -v '.vities a r m e d  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  k n o w ­

l e d g e  t o  a v o i d  p o t e n t i a l  h a z a r d s  or, i f  t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  

a v a l a n c h e  i n c i d e n t ,  t o  e f f e c t  r e s c u e  e f f o r t s  f o r  t h o s e  c a u g h t  i n  

a  s l i d e  ( b u r i e d  v i c t i m s '  b e s t  c h a n c e s  f o r  s u r v i v a l  a r e  t h e  m e m ­

b e r s  o f  t h e  p a r t y  w h o  w e r e  n o t  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  s l i d e ) .

T h e  A l a s k a  A v a l a n c h e  S c h o o l  w o r k s h o p s  a r e  w e l l  m a n a g e d ,  i n ­

s t r u c t e d ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e .  T h e y  d e s e r v e  

t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  

m a t t e r .

G l o r i a  G r i f f i t h  H a r d w i c k  

B o x  53*f

D o u g l a s ,  A K  9 9 8 2 ^

c c :  N o i l  J o h a n n s e n



C i t y  o f  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n

Box 229

Delta Junction, Alaska 99737 
907 - 895 - 4656

The North End of the Alaska Highway

M a r c h  3, 1983

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  (D)

P o u c h  V

June a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Mill e r :

T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  of D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  r e v i e w e d  p e n d i n g  legisl a t i o n  at 

t h e i r  M a r c h  1, 1983 m e e t i n g .  T h e y  v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  to endo r s e and 

p r o v i d e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  on the f o l l o w i n g  bills:

H B 4 2  A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of p o p u l a t i o n

for p ur p o s e s  of c a l c u l a t i n g  amou n t s of state 

aid; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i ve  date.

HBlf/o A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to an a v a l a n c h e  and fire w e a t h e r

f o r e c a s t i n g  system; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e ff e c t i v e  

date.

H B 1 1 9  A n  Act m a k i n g  a s p e c i al  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  for paym e n t

as a g r an t  to the c o m m u n i t y  of T O K  for a rescue 

a m b u l a n c e  a p p a r a t u s ;  and p r o v i d i n g  for an 

e f f e c t i v e  date.

H B 1 3 6  A n  Act m a k i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to the D e p a r t m e n t

of R e v e n u e  for fi n a n ci a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to m u n i c i p a l­

ities; and p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date.

H B 1 5 3 A n  Act m a k i n g  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to

the D e p a r t m e n t  of R e v e n u e  for financial a s s i s t a n c e  

to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ;  an d p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  

d a t e .

H B 1 6 2 A n  Act a u t h o r i z i n g  g e n e r a l  law m u n i c i p a l i t i e s

to limit the n u m b e r  of c o n s e c u t i v e  full terms 

c e r t a i n  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c i a l s  m a y  serve.

HB172 A n  Act r e l a t i n g  to m u n i c i p a l  govern m e n t;  and 

p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date. (Title 29 

r e w r i t e ).



H ouse Bill 164 w a s  a l s o  re v i e w e d  b y  the C o u n c i l  a n d  they v o t e d  

to two a g a i n s t  e n d o r s i n g  and s u p p o r t i n g  this l e g i slation.

S i n c e re l y ,
%■

L o u i s  E. H e i n b o c k e l ,  M a y o r  

C i t y  of D e l t a  J u n c t i o n



O f f e r e d :  5 / 2 0 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  M . M . M i l l e r

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

2 CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 11 0  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a n  a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e  w e a t h e r

7 f o r e c a s t i n g  s y s t e m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 * S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 7 6 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 C H A P T E R  76. A L A S K A  A V A L A N C H E

12 A N D  F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  T W A R N I N G ) SYSTEM.

13 Sec. 1 8 . 7 6 . 0 1 0 .  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  A L A S K A  [ S T A T E W I D E ]  A V A L A N C H E

14 A N D  F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  [ W A R N I N G ]  SYSTEM. T h e  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n-

15 m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  D a t a  C e n t e r ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  [ D E P A R T M E N T

16 O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y ] , a c t i n g  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a m u n i c i p a l i t y ^  [O R

17 W I T H ]  a n  a g e n c y  of t he  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t , o r  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  e n t i t y .

18 s h a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  a s t a t e w i d e

19 a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  [ W A R N I N G ]  s y s t e m ^  a n d  s h a l l

20 r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s t a t e  i n  the  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  syst e m .  T h e  [ S T A T E W I D E ]

21 s y s t e m  s h a l l

22 (1) e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  a n d  p r i m a r y  a n d

23 s u p p l e m e n t a r y  f i e l d  s t a t i o n s  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g

24 (A) [ G R OUND] w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n d i c a t i n g  a v a l a n c h e

25 d a n g e r  a n d  w i l d  l and f i r e  d a n g e r ;  [,]

26 (B) s n o w  packj^ [,] a n d

27 (C) a v a l a n c h e  a c t i v i t y ;

28 (2) f o r e c a s t  [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the

29 state;

- 1 - C S H B  1 1 0 ( S A )



(3) c o o r d i n a t e  a p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  p r o g r a m  o n  a v a l a n c h e

d a n g e r ;

(4) c a t a l o g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a t l a s  o f  a v a l a n c h e  p a t h s  a n d

s l i d e  o c c u r r e n c e s ;  [AND]

(5) a s s i s t  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n  i d e n t i­

fy i n g  h a z a r d o u s  a v a l a n c h e  z o n e s  a n d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e

z o n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ; an d

(6) f o r e c a s t  f i r e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  the s t a t e .

* Sec. 2. A S  18.76 is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 76 . 1 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  I n  th i s  c h a p t e r ,  " a v a l a n c h e "  m e a n s  

a s n o w  a v a l a n c h e ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a r o c k s l i d e  o r  a m u d  slide.

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  01. -  

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .

C S H B  1 1 0 (SA) -2-



1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  M . M . M I L L E R
I

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 110

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 T H I R T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to a n  a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e  w e a t h e r
k

7 f o r e c a s t i n g  s y s t e m ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e

8 d a t e . "

9 B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

10 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  1 8 . 7 6 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to read:

11 C H A P T E R  76. A L A S K A  A V A L A N C H E

12 A N D  F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  f W A R N I N G 1 SYST E M .

13 Sec. 1 8 . 7 6 . 0 1 0 .  P A R T I C I P A T I O N  I N  A L A S K A  [ S T A T E W I D E ]  A V A L A N C H E

14 A N D  F I R E  W E A T H E R  F O R E C A S T I N G  [ W A R N I N G ] S Y ST E M .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of

15 N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  [ P U B L I C  S A F E T Y ] , a c t i n g  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  a m u n i c -

16 i p a l i t y x  [O R  W I T H ]  a n  a g e n c y  of t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  o r  w i t h  a

17 p r i v a t e  e n t i t y ,  s h a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a -

18 t i o n  o f  a s t a t e w i d e  a v a l a n c h e  a n d  f i r e  w e a t h e r  f o r e c a s t i n g  [ W A R N I N G]

19 s y s t e m x  a n d  s h a l l  r e p r e s e n t  the  s t a t e  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  sy s t e m .

20 T h e  [ S T A T E W I D E ]  s y s t e m  s h a l l

21 (1) e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  a n d  p r i m a r y  a n d

22 s u p p l e m e n t a r y  f i e l d  s t a t i o n s  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g

23 (A) [ G R O U ND ]  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  i n d i c a t i n g  a v a l a n c h e

24 d a n g e r  a n d  w i l d  l a n d  f i r e  d a n g e r ;  [,]

25 (B) s n o w  packj^ [,] a n d

26 (C) a v a l a n c h e  a c t i v i t y ;

27 (2) f o r e c a s t  [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e

28 s t a t e ;

29 (3) c o o r d i n a t e  a p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  p r o g r a m  o n  a v a l a n c h e

I n t r o d u c e d :  1 / 2 4 / 8 3
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  a n d  F i n a n c e
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d a n g e r ;

(4) c a t a l o g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a t l a s  o f  a v a l a n c h e  p a t h s  a n d  

s l i d e  o c c u r r e n c e s ;  [AND]

(5) a s s i s t  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  i n  i d e n t i­

f y i n g  h a z a r d o u s  a v a l a n c h e  z o n e s  a n d  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  [SNOW] a v a l a n c h e  

z o n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s ; a n d

(6) f o r e c a s t  f i r e  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  th e s t a t e .

*  Sec. 2. A S  1 8 . 7 6  is a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

Sec. 1 8 . 7 6 . 1 0 0 .  D E F I N I T I O N .  I n  this  c h a p t e r ,  " a v a l a n c h e "  m e a n s  

a s n o w  a v a l a n c h e ,  a n d  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a r o c k s l i d e  o r  a m u d  slide.

*  Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  t a k e s  e f f e c t  i m m e d i a t e l y  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A S  0 1 . -  

1 0 . 0 7 0 ( c ) .
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