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C OUNC I L  ON D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  A N D  SEX U A L  A S S A U L T

P O S I T I O N  PAPER

HB 562

*
I

"An Ac t  r el a t i n g  to serv i c e of process in cases inv o l v i n g  d o m e s t i c  

v i o l en c e . "

The Council on D o m e s t i c  V i o le n c e  and Sexual A s s a u l t  s u p ports HB 562 "An Act 

r e l a t i n g  to serv i c e  of proc e s s in cases inv o l v i n g  d o m e s t i c  v i ol e n c e . "

Th e  Council is c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  the right of vict i m s  to be p r o t e c t e d  by a 

d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  r e s t r a i n i n g  o r d e r  as soon as possible. In c o m m u n i t i e s  

that h ave po l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  local po l i ce  o ff i c e r s  are in the best 

p o s i t i o n  to respo n d  quickly. If t here are no peace o f f i c e r s  in a 

m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  this r e v i s i on  in the l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a bl e s  the c o ur t  to 

d e s i g n a t e  an y  o t h e r  p eace o f f i c e r  as the server. Thus s tate p e a c e  of f icers 

c o u l d  c o n c e n t r a t e  ori a reas w i t h  no o t h e r  police p r o t e c t i o n  ann respond in a 

m o r e  t i m e l y  m a n n e r  to t h e i r  needs.

f

V i c e - C h a i r  

Council on D o m e s t i c  Violence



K E I M A I  P O L I C E  D E P T
P.O. BOX 3173, KENAI, A LA S K A  99611 

TE LEP H O N E  283-7879

March 13, 1984

T h e  Honorable Mike Miller
Cha i rm an , Community & Regional Affairs
Alaska State Legislature
Pouch V  (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative,

%

Request that House '3ill No. 562 be defeated. This is the bill relating to 
the service of domestic violence orders. This request is made- for the 
following reasons:

1) At present al)̂  civil process is vested in the Commissioner of Public 
Safety. T h e  Commissioner of Public Safety is the executive officer 
of all Alaskan Courts. This is a centralized system that has proven 
far more effective than in m a n y  states where this responsibility is 
dispersed am on g several agencies.

2) T h e  Department of Public Safety presently has a judicial services 
section that performs the function of process service. This 
legislation would require that municipalities set up similar systems 
in order to carry out this function. This could result in a net 
increase in cost to the public.

3) As the subjects of these orders cross jurisdictional lines it would be 
necessary to transfer these orders from one agency to another. 
This builds in the possibility of error and time delays in service.

If lack of resources on the part of the Department of Public Safety is 
one of the primary reasons for this legislation, I would request that they 
be funded at a level sufficient to handle it. T o  change the present cen­
tralized system that has functioned well should only be done after 
careful consideration. It would seem ill-advised to do it on a piece meal 
m a n n e r .

Respectfully submitted,

tichard 
Chief of Police 
Kenai Police Department 
107 South Willow Street 
Kenai, Alaska 99611

R A R / k d l



A l a s k a  § > t a i f  l e g i s l a t u r e

House of Representatives
Committee on 

Community & Regional A ffa irs

Pouch V 
Stale Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3870

T O :  H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Regional Affairs C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  Regional Affairs C o m m i t t e e

D A T E :  3/13/84

S U B J : IHB562

A s  p e r  the C h a i r m a n ' s  instructions, staff c o n t a c t e d  the C h i e f  of Police 

of A n c h o r a g e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  N o m e ,  P a l m e r ,  V a l d e z  a n d  j u n e a u .

A t  this time. P a l m e r  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  h a v e  sen t the a t t a c h e d  letters, o n e  

in s u p p o r t ,  the o t h e r  w it h  a n o  action r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

Staff s p o k e  to aide R u t h  R o c k w e l l  of the C h i e f  of Police B o b  K a u e r ' s  

staff ir. N o m e .  M s .  R o c k w e l l  stated that the N o m e  Police D e p a r t m e n t  

a l r e a d y  aid the State Police in the s e r v i n g  of writs within N o m e ' s

p e r i meters. S h e  felt n o  g r e a t  im p ac t  w o u l d  b e  felt a n d  h a s  n o  p r o b l e m

w i t h  this bill. S h e  stated that it c o u l d  clarify a n d  ascertain

jurisidietion within the city's b o u n d a r i e s  a n d  that in m o s t  cases, the 

local police w o u l d  b e  m o r e  effective in g e +4’n g  the job d o n e  q u i c k l y  a n d  

w ith a m i n i m u m  of distress to the recipient as the local police w e r e  

gen er a l l y  m o r e  familiar figures of aut h o r it y  t ha n  the state police.

V a l d e z  C h i e f  of Police Pat Shelv's r e s p o n s e  to I-IB562 w a s  that it w a s  a 

g o o d  bill. F o r  his size of c o m m u n i t y ,  h e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  to h a v e  the

control.. H e  stated that g e n e r a l l y  his p e o p l e  w e r e  first o n  the sc e n e ,

familiar with the p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  a n d  the situation that h a d  o c c u r r e d .

H e  felt th e  service of p r o c e s s  g a v e  his d e p a r t m e n t  a c h a n c e  to follow 

u p  o n  the situation, to a n s w e r  subject's q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  his 

“ights, limitations a n d  p r o p e r t y  a r.u for the officer to offer to act as a 

m e d i a t o r  a n d  a r r a n g e  a c o n v e n i e n t  time for subject's p e r s o n a l  articles 

to b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  h o u s e h o l d .

Staff m e t  with C h i e f  of Police ,'oseph Ciraulo of J u n e a u .  H e  offered to 

testify b e f o r e  the C o m m i t t e e  if h e  w a s  available at the time of the 

h e a r i n g .  Staff is e x p e c t i n g  him. H o w e v e r ,  h e  stated h e  believed that 

this bill w o u l d  cost the city m o r e  m o n e y .  Also, h e  believed that the 

state t r o o p e r s  h a s  a special t e a m  ->.nd f u n d i n g  for this t y p e  of action. 

If bill w a s  p a s s e d ,  h e  w o u l d  u s e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to gailn a n o t h e r  m u c h  

n e e d e d  staff position. H e  stated that a l r e a d y  his d e p a r t m e n t  did step 

into help state police s e r v e  these writs. Also, it w a s  u p  to the local 

d e p a r t m e n t  to e n f o r c e  th e  writs. His p e rsonal feeling w a s  that if



t h e r e  v/as a n y  w a y  a civilian c o u l d  h a n d l e  this job, it w o u l d  b e  better. 

T h e  less a u n i f o r m e d  officer, w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  state or city paid, w a s  

visible in t h e s e  cases, the less likely th e  c h a n c e  of m o r e  violence 

taking place.

Staff called the City of A n c h o r a g e ;  C h i e f  of Police B r i a n  Porter's office 

a n d  Daniel C o w d e n  w ith the M u n i ' s  P r o g r a m  P l a n n i n g  a n d  B u d g e t .  

C o w d e n  said t h e y  w o u l d  try to w o r k  o u t  a p r o b a b l e  fiscal note. T h e  

Chief's s e c r e t a r y  said the C h i e f  w a s  in J u n e a u .  Staff left m e s s a g e s  at 

th e  m e e t i n g  site a n d  his hotel a b o u t  the bill a n d  a s k i n g  for his posi­

tion. N o  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  f o r t h c o m i n g  f r o m  either g e n t l e m e n .  Staff 

did renotify M r .  C o w d e n  a n d  his s t a t e m e n t  w a s  that h e  h a d  notified

the d e p a r t m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  t h e y  h a d  not r e s p o n s e d .  T h i s  led h i m

to believe that this bill w a s  not a priority w i t h  t h e  city.

All the a b o v e  c o n tacts said that t h e y  w o u l d  s e n d  letters of b a c k  u p

b u t  n o n e  h a v e  a r r i v e d  so far e x c e p t  th e  t w o  attached.



P O L I C E  D E P A R T M E N T  
M a r c h  6, 1984

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V (MS 3100)
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

Re: H o u s e  B i l l  No. 562
An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to s e r v i c e  of p r o c e s s  in c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i l l e r :

I w i s h  to e x p r e s s  my s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  b i l l  as I b e l i e v e  it w o u l d  
not o n l y  k e e p  us i n f o r m e d  of p o t e n t i a l  p r o b l e m s  but  a l s o  w o u l d  
a l l o w  us c o n t a c t  w i t h  th e i n d i v i d u a l s  in a n o n - a r r e s t  a t m o s p h e r e .
In this a t m o s p h e r e  an o f f i c e r  c o u l d  o f f e r  s e r v i c e s  th at  c o u ld  
p r e v e n t  f u t u r e  p r o b l e m s  a nd  o f f i c e r  risk. As an ex am pl e,  w h e n  
p a p e r s  are  s e r v e d  t h e r e  m a y  be i t e ms  in the  r e s i d e n c e  such  as 
c l o t h e s ,  too ls , etc. t h a t  the  p e r s o n  m a y  need,, bu t is r e s t r a i n e d  
f r o m  g e t t i n g .  W e  c o u l d  o f f e r  t o s t a n d  by or to p i ck  up t h e  i t e m s  
for them. T h i s  p r o c e s s  a l l o w s  us to p r a c t i c e  c r i m e  p r e v e n t i o n  
w h i c h  is p r e f e r a b l e  to b e i n g  c a l l e d  to a c r i s i s  w h i c h  d o e s  not 
a l l o w  us a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  an d  o f t e n  is to late  to p r e v e n t  injury.

I b e l i e v e  t hi s b i l l  goe s a l o n g  w a y  in a d d r e s s i n g  d o m e s t i c  p r ob l e m s .

\

g a t e w a y  t o ~ l h e i H n t e l i o l

3 e \ m i n u s  o f  

K L , J ^ , l a s k a  ^ P i p e l i n e

S i n c e r e l y ,

M .  S h e l y ^  

C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e

P M S :jmc

P.O . 8 0 X 3 0 7  . . . VALDEZ, ALASKA 996136 . . . TE LEP H O N E(907)835-4313
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March 2 ,  198^4

Rep. M ike  Mi 11e r
House Communi ty 6 R e g io n a l  A f f a i r s  K
Pouch V f-;
Jun eau ,  AK 99811

Re: House B i l l  No. 562

Dear  Rep. Mi 1 l e r :

S e c t i o n  2 5 . 3 5 . 0 ^ 0  S e r v i c e  o f  P rocess  as amended by House B i l l  No.
562 ,  w o u ld  p l a c e  an e x t r a  c o s t l y  bu rd en  upon t h e  C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  
P o l i c e  D e p a r tm e n t  a t  a t i m e  when t h e  D epar tm en t  i s  s e e k i n g  ways o f  
r e d u c i n g  b u d g e t  d o l l a r s  by e l i m i n a t i n g  u n n e c e s s a ry  s e r v i c e s  by 
p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .

D u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  t h e  P o l i c e  D epar tm en t  has ,  w i t h  t h e
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  A t t o r n e y ' s  o f f i c e ,  i n s t i t u t e d  sjjj
a p r o c e d u r e  whereby  a l l  subpoena and c r i m i n a l  summonses a r e  f i r s t
s e r v e d  by R e g i s t e r e d  M a i l .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  has r e s u l t e d  i n  a 60 to
80 p e r  c e n t  s e r v i c e  r e c o r d .  Those n o t  r e c e i v e d  a re  then  s e r v e d  by |
a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  o r  l e g a l  a i d .  |

The C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D ep a r tm en t  i s  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  a S t a t e  p
fu nd ed  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  l i n k  between  th e  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  and th e
S t a t e  c o r r e c t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  i n  F a i r b a n k s .  T h i s  c o m m u n ic a t io n s  sys tem
is  s c h e d u le d  t o  be im p le m en ted  d u r i n g  th e  summer o f  198A, and w i l l  jj
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  e s c o r t e d  t r a n s p o r t s  o f  $
p r i s o n e r s  f r o m  S t a t e  J a i l  t o  C o u r t  f o r  a r r a i g n m e n t ,  t h e r e b y  r e d u c i n g
t h e  po l  i c e  o f f i c e r  m an -hou rs  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  s e r v i c e .  r.

The C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D ep a r tm en t  has a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  u s i n g  
c i v i l i a n  employees  f o r  t h e  p u rpos e  o f  s e r v i n g  c o u r t  p r o c e s s e s  in  
l i e u  o f  h i g h l y  p a i d  and t r a i n e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s .

I t  i s  my recommenda t ion  t h a t  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  t a k e  no a c t i o n  on House
B i l l  562.  The S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  a r e  funded  and have th e  manpower f o r
s e r v i c e  o f  p r o c e s s e s  u n d e r  AS 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 1 0  o r  AS 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 2 0 .  I t  w i l l
be my f u r t h e r  recommenda t ion  t h a t  i f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  l o o k i n g  a t
r e d u c i n g  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  h i g h l y  t r a i n e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  in
s e r v i n g  p r o c e s s e s  f r o m  S u p e r i o r  and D i s t r i c t  C o u r t s ,  t h a t  th e
c o m m i t t e e  l o o k  a t  amend ing t h e  S t a t e  s t a t u t e  t o  a l l o w  c o u r t  o f f i c e r s  \

t o  s e r v e  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s .  I

C H I I F  O F  P O L I C E

'The Golden Heart City"

til H I
TOLICE DEPARTMENT

C IT Y  O F  F A IR B A N K S
6 5 6  7 T H  A V E i < :’E  

F A I R B A N K S .  A L A S K A  9 9 7 0 1

9 0 7 - 4 5 2 - 1 5 2 7

MATTHEW K. KIERNAN



March 2, 198*1 -2- Rep. Mike Mi 1ler

O t h e r  law e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c ie s  have used c i v i l i a n  employees  in  
h a n d l i n g  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  d i s p u t e s  w i t h  a h i g h  deg ree  o f  success  
and w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  v i o l e n c e  to w a rd s  c i v i l i a n s .  The c i v i l i a n  
employee  does n o t  pose a t h r e a t  t o  th e  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d  as does 
t h e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  h a v i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make a r r e s t s .  T h e r e f o r e ,
I am o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a c i v i l i a n  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  c o u r t  c o u l d  
e x e c u t e  p r o c e s s e s  i s s u e d  un d e r  AS 2 5 . 3 5 . 0 1 0  o r  2 5 *3 5 .0 2 0  w i t h o u t  
any dange r  t o  h i s  p e r s o n .

The c o s t  o f  t r a i n i n g  and e q u i p p i n g  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  t o  p e r f o r m  
e n f o r c e m e n t  d u t i e s  i s  done a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  expense .  I b e l i e v e  i t  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l o o k  a t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  u s i n g  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  o u t s i d e  
o f  t h e  j o b  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  have  been t r a i n e d .  I w ou ld  r e q u e s t  t h a t  
y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  g i v e  c o n s i d e r c . -on t o  my recom menda t ions  when d i s ­
c u s s i n g  House B i l l  No. 562.

Yours  t r u l y ,

F
C a p t a i n ,  F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D e pa r tm en t

RLC-.lnh



P a l r a e R  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t
P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  1368 

P A L M E R ,  A L A S K A  99645

P H O N E :  745-4811 J O H N  L. M c K I B B E N  

C H I E F  O F  P O L I C E

Mr. M i k e  M i l l e r,  C h a i r m a n F e b r u a r y  29, '534

H o u s e  C o m m u n i t y  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

REF: H o u s e  Bil l  562, S e r v i c e  o l  P r o c e s s  ill

C a s e s  I n v o l v i n g  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e

I w o u l d  lik e  to take this o p p o r t u n i t y  to e x p r e s s  m y  supp o r t  for H o u s e  B i l l  562. 

It is m y  f e e l i n g  that C i t y  P o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t s  sho u l d  serve l ocal d o m e s t i c  

v i o l e n c e  proce s s es .  As I a m  s u r e  y o u  .and y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a r e  aware, these 

s i t u a t i o n s  can be v e r y  t o u c h y  ones. In m a n y  small c o m m u n i t i es ,  the P o l i c e  

O f f i c e r s  w o u l d  m o r e  than li k e ly  k n o w  the p a r t i e s  i n v olved and h a v e  som e  insight 

int o the best w a y s  to a p p r o a c h  them. I do not feel that this a d d i t i o n a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w o u l d  p l a c e  any u n d o  s t r a i n  on c ity de p a rtments.

If I can be of any a s s i s t a n c e ,  or if y o u  h a v e  any questions, p l e a s e  do not 

h e s i t a t e  to c o n ta c t  me.

Very truly yours,

Sjbhn L. M c K i b b e n  

Ch i e f  of P o l i c e

J L M / l m c c
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Room  104
State Capitol

j'lneau, Alaska 99811

House of Representatives 
Committee on Community &  Regional Affairs

T O :  M U N I C I P A L  A N D  L O C A L  P O L I C E

D E P A R T M E N T S

F R O M :  H O U S E  C O M M U N I T Y  & R E G I O N A L

A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  29, 1984

S U B J :  H B 5 6 2  - relating to service of

p r o c e s s  in c as e s  involving 

d o m e s t i c  violence.

T h i s  bill will b e  h e a r d  a g a i n  within 10 d a y s  in the H  

C 6 R A  C o m m i t t e e .  If y o u  h a v e  a w i s h  to testify or 

p r e s e n t  a position p a p e r ,  please contact Shirley D r e a s ,  

aide, H C s R A  - 

965-3870.

T h a n k  y o u .
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Support

Du r i n g  the last two y e a r s  th e  tremen d o u s  i n c r e a s e  in the num b e r  of d om estic 

v i o l e n c e  o r d e r s  to be se r v e d  has placed a se ve r e  drain upon the m a n p o w e r  of 

the A l a s k a  State T r o o p e r s  a n d  has caused som e  d e l a y  in the services of these 

orders. T his l e g i s l a ti o n  t r a n s f e r s  the pr i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r  the service 

of t h e s e i n j u n c t i o ns  f r o m  the S tate T r o o p e r s  to local police departments. 

State T r o o p e r s  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to serve these or d er s  w h e n  local o f fi c e r s  are 

not a v ai l a b l e .

D o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  i n j u n c t i on s  are served by T r o o p e r s  a ss igned to the Judicial 

S e r v i c e s  s e c ti o n  of the A l a s k a  State T r oopers. T his section is also 

r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r c o u r t r o o m  s e curity, p r i s o n e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and the service 

of s u b p o e n a s  and war r a n ts .  The Alaska S ta t e  T ro o p e r s  have n ever received 

funding to c o v e r  the costs a ss o c i a t e d  w i t h  the service of domes t ic  vi o lence 

orders. Thus this increased w o r k  load falls on an a l r e a d y  over l oa d e d  unit and 

the s e r v i ce  of these or d e rs  m u s t  som e t i m e s 'be' s u b o rd i n a t e d  to o t h e r law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  demands.

T he m a j o r i t y  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  orders are se r v ed  w i t h i n  the bound a r i e s  of 

political s u b d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  have their own pol i c e  agencies. The local police 

are o f t e n  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the l o c ations and individuals i n v olved in 

d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s i t u a t i o n s and t h e refore can mo r e  safely and e f f i c i e n t l y  

serve orders.

R obert J. S u n d b e r g  

Commiss'ioner



RhQ'II R E  T H A T  T H E  R E S U L T I N G  C O U R T  O R D E R  B E  S E R V E D  B Y  A  S T A T E  T R O O P E R  

W H O S E  P R I M A R Y  P A T R O L  A R E A  IS O F T E N  O U T S I D E O F  T H E  C I T Y  O R  B O R O U G H  A M D  W H O  

H A S  H A D  N O  P R E V I O U S  C O N T A C T  W I T H  T H E  V I C T I M  O R  T H E  C A S E  IS N O T  A M  E F F I C I E N T  

U S E  O F  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  R E S O U R C E S ,  A N D  M A Y  C A U S E  A  D E L A Y  IN T H E  S E R V I C E  

O F  T H E  O R D E R ,  IN T H E  L A R G E R  C I T I E S ,  S E R V I C E  O F  T H E S E  I N J U N C T I O N S  IS 

M A D E  B Y  O F F I C E R S  IN T H E  J U D I C I A L  S E R V I C E S  S E C T I O N  O F  T H E  S T A T E  T R O O P E R S ,

T h e  N E E D  T O  E N S U R E  A D E Q U A T E  S E C U R I T Y  IN  C O U R T R O O M S ,  T R A N S P O R T  P R I S O N E R S ,

A N D  S E R V E  C R I M I N A L  A R R E S T  W A R R A N T S  A N D  S U B P O E N A S  S E V E R E L Y  L I M I T S  T H E  

A M O U N T  O F  T I M E  A N D  E F F O R T  A  J U D I C I A L  S E R V I C E S  O F F I C E R  M A Y  D E V O T E  T O  

S E R V I C E  O F  D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E  I N J U N C T I O N S ,

IN T H E  I N T E R E S T S  O F  P R O V I D I N G  T H E  Q U I C K E S T  A N D  B E S T  P O S S I B L E  P R O T E C T I O N  

F O R  V I C T I M S  O F  D O M E S T I C  V I O L E N C E ,  A N D  O F  M A K I N G  T H E  W I S E S T  P O S S I B L E  U S E  

O F  A V A I L A E L E  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T  R E S O U R C E S ,  I U R G E  Y O U R  P R O M P T  P A S S A G E  O F
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P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

HB 562: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to s e r v i c e  o f p r o c e s s  in c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  
d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e

T h e  A l a s k a  N e t w o r k  on  D o m e s t i c  V i o l e n c e  a n d  S e x u a l  A s s a u l t ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  20 p r o g r a m s  s t a t e w i d e  t h a t  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  t o v i c t i m s  
of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  a n d  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t ,  s u p p o r t s  H B 5 6 2  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  
fo r s e r v i c e  of  p r o c e s s  in c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e .

S o m e  N e t w o r k  m e m b e r  p r o g r a m s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  in r u r a l  areas, h a v e  
e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  T e m p o r a r y  R e s t r a i n i n g  
O r d e r s  (TROs) u n d e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a 
S t a t e  p e a c e  o f f i c e r  s e r v e  a n d  e x e c u t e  p r o c e s s .  In c o m m u n i t i e s  where- 
S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  a r e  n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s t a t i o n e d  t h i s  results, in a d e l a y  
in s e r v i c e  a n d  e x e c u t i o n  o f - t h e  TRO. A l l o w i n g  m u n i c i p a l  p e a c e  
o f f i c e r s  a n d  V i l l a g e  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  O f f i c e r s  (VPSOs) to s e r v e  T R O s  
w o u l d  a l l e v i a t e  t h i s  p r o b l e m .

T h e  N e t w o r k  f e e l s  t h a t  t i m e l y  s e r v i c e ,  w h e t h e r  b y  a VPSO, 
m u n i c i p a l  p e a c e  o f f i c e r ,  or  S t a t e  T r o o p e r ,  is t h e  c r i t i c a l  iss ue.
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e c u r i n g  i T R O  is t o  p r o t e c t  the  v i c t i m  f r o m  f u r t h e r  
harm. T h e  court, is r e q u i r e d  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  la w e n f o r c e­
m e n t  a g e n c y  t h a t  an  o r d e r  h as  b e e n  i s s u e d ,  an d la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  is 
c h a r g e d  w i t h  s e r v i n g  t h e  o rd e r .  If t h e r e  is a d e l a y  in n o t i f i c a t i o n  
b y  th e  c o u r t  c r  s e r v i c e  by  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  the p u r p o s e  of  s e c u r i n g  
t h e  o r d e r  is t h w a r t e d ,  a n d ca n  r e s u l t  in f u r t h e r  h a r m  to  th e vi c t i m .
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D u r i n g  the las t  two y e a r s  the t r e m e n d ou s  i n cr e a s e  in the n u m b e r  $>f d o m e s t i c  

v i o l e n c e  o r d e r s  to be served has placed a se v e r e  d r a i n  u p o n  the/’m a n p o w e r  of 

the A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  and has caused some d e l a y in the s e r v i c e s  of these 

orders. T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t r a n s f e r s  the p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the service 

of t hese i n j u n c t i o n s  f r o m  the S tate T r o o p e r s  to local p ol i c e  dep a r t m e n t s.  

S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  to serve these o r d e r s  w h e n  local o f f i c e r s  are 

not a v a i l a b le .

D o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  i n j u n c ti o n s  are served by T r o o p e r s  a s s i g n e d  to the Judicial 

S e r v i c e s  s e c t i o n  of the A l a s k a  S tate T r o op e r s .  Thi s  s e c t i o n  is also 

r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  c o u r t r o o m  sec u ri t y ,  p r i s o n e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and the service 

of s u b p o e n a s  and war r a n t s .  T h e  A l a s k a  State T r o o p e r s  hav e  n e v e r  received 

f u n d i n g  to c o v e r  the costs a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the s e r v i c e  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  

o rders. T h u s  this i n c r e a s e d  w o r k  load falls on an a l r e a d y  o v e r l o a d e d  uni t  and 

the s e r v i c e  of t h e s e  orde r s  m u s t  some t i m e s  be s u b o r d i n a t e d  to o t h e r  law 

e n f o r c e m e n t  demands.

T h e  m a j o r i t y  of d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  orders are ser v ed  w i t h i n  the b o u n d a r i e s  of 

political s u b d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  hav e  t h e i r  own po l i c e  age n c i e s .  T h e  local police 

a re o f t e n  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the loc a ti o n s  and i n d i v i d u a l s  i n v ol v e d  in 

d o m e s t i c  v i o l e n c e  s i tu a t i o n s  and t h e r e f or e  can m o r e  s a f e l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y  

s erve orders.
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