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RESOLUTION 

REIHLLA - GRAVINA HARD LINK ACCESS

WHEREAS: Ketchikan currently is feeling the impact of a growing communi.'" accelerated
by the influx of increasing industry by U. S. Borax, the ferry maintenance facility, the 
Swan Lake Hydro Project and an increasing tourism trade, and;

WHEREAS: Ketchikan's existing and proposed road system is obsolete for the size of the
community and is considerably behind highway development and expansion in the rest of the 
State, and;

WHEREAS: The Department of Transportation has indicated its intent to re-draft a long
range transportation study for Southeastern, incorporating an expanded road system for 
future linkage between major communities and relegating ferry use for shuttle service 
between areas of lesser trade, and;

WHEREAS: The ferry transportation in operation to the airport is barely sufficient
to meet current passenger, vehicle and freight demands and will be overburdened in the near 
future, making water access to a major commercial and industrial development outmoded, and;

WHEREAS: The air freight business at Ketchikan International Airport has increased
beyond projection in the past two years and will continue on the incline even more rapidly
with the type of new industries being introduced into the community, and;

WHEREAS: Local land investors and developers have been thwarted from providing
Ketchikan with future housing projects and residential areas because land has not been avail­
able for release and no direction has been given to possible and alternative usages, and;

WHEREAS: Ketchikan has an increasingly urgent need for available land for both
residential a.;d industrial development as could be provided for with the opening of Pennock 
and Gravina Islands, and;

WHEREAS: The State has revenues available for long term capital improvement projects
and the Federal Government will share in a major portion of the financing with the State of 
Alaska for one hard access to the Ketchikan International Airport, and;

(V
WHEREAS: Ketchikan has strong and experienced legislative representation in Juneau

of which we can only be assured throughout the 1982 session;*

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: The Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce does re-endorse
its prior position letter of July 22, 1980 and urges action by our local officials in 
Juneau to procure the funding in the 12th Legislature for the engineering studies and the 
State's share of the project construction costs for the most feasible Revi 11a-Gravina Hard 
Link section of the Ketchikan Transportation Corridor.

SIGNED AND SEALED this 23rd day of

-^Les Hook 
President
Greater Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce



JAY S HAMMOND. SOYEMOS

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER -  PLANNING AND RESEARCH

'

J u l y  1 6 ,  1981

POUCH Z
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811

(907) 465-3900

The Honorable Robert H. Ziegler, Sr.
Alaska State Senator 
307 Bawden
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 

Dear Senator Ziegler:

At your request we have reviewed the Gravina Island Crossing Study prepared 
by this department in ! 974.

We estimate that the cost of updating the study and conducting field engineering 
to evaluate either bridge or tunnel construction, including geological testing, 
would cost approximately $1.0 million dollars. The previous study of the 
crossing did not involve any significant testing of the geologic structure 
and therefore would not provide a basis for estimating the actual total 
construction costs. Completion of the necessary field investigations will 
allow the development of a realistic total cost of the structure.

If you have any additional questions please contact me or Warren Sparks, 
Director, Southeast Region Planning and Programming at 465-2470.

Sincerely,

\3ohn Bates 
Deputy Commissioner



K E T C H I K A N  G A T E W A Y  B O R O U G H
344 FRONT STREET 

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901

JANUARY 18, 1982

SENATE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
STATE OF ALASKA 
JUNEAU, ALASKA

SENATORS:

FOR SOME TIME KETCHIKAN HAS BEEN CONCERNED WITH THE DEVELOPMENT AND 

GROWTH OPTIONS INSIDE OUR EOROUCH. WE ARE ANTICIPATING SIGNIFICANT AMOUNTS 

OF GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OVER THE NEXT TEN YEARS AND THE DEVELOPMENT 

OPTIONS ARE LIMITED.

THE PLANNING COMMISSION IS CONSIDERING OPTIONS FOR EXPANSION INCLUDING 

SEVERAL DIFFERENT AREAS ON REVILLA TBLAND AND ON GRAVINA ISLAND. A 

WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT STUDY COMPLETED WITH COASTAL MANAGEMENT HINDS LAST 

YEAR CONCLUDED THAT THE MOST DESIRABLE INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL LAND IS 

AVAILABLE ON CRAVINA ISLAND. WE FEEL THAT SOME RESIDENTIAL AREAS WILL BE 

DEVELOPED THERE A S  WELL.

ONE OF THE MAJOR CONSTRAINTS IN DEVELOPING THIS OPTION IS ACCESS. AT 

THE PRESENT TIME, T AM SURE MANY OF YOU ARE AWARE, WF. ACCESS THE ISLAND BY 

FERRY. THIS IS ONE OF THE FEW PLACES WITHIN THE STATE WHERE THE FERRIES ARE 

OPERATED BY THE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY AND NOT RY THE STATE. IT SHOULD BE



JANUARY 18, 1982

POINTED OUT THAT KETCHIKAN SERVES THE ENTIRE SOUTHEAST REGION, THEREFORE, 

THIS FERRY IS USED BY PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES, YET IS 

COMPLETELY FINANCED BY THE LOCAL COMMUNITY. IN 1980 WE CARRIED 290,000 AND 

IN 1981 WE CARRIED 297,000 PASSENGERS.

AT THE PRESENT TIME WE ARE OPERATING A SMALL FERRY THAT HAS LIMITED 

CAPABILITIES. WE ONLY OPERATE ABOUT 16 HOURS A DAY. WHEN THERE IS 

EXPANSION TO GRAVINA, IT WILL BE NECESSARY TO START A 24-HOUR OPERATION. 

ALSO, WE HAVE REQUESTS FROM OPERATORS AT THE AIRPORT TO HAVE THE ABILITY TO 

KEEP CREWS IN THEIR WORK AREAS OVERNIGHT. WHEN ALASKA AIRLINES HAS A 

SCHEDULING PROBI*":, THE FERRY CREWS HAVE TO WORK OVERTIME AS THEY WAIT TO 

MEET THE LAST FLIGHT BEFORE CLOSING DOWN THE AIRPORT. KETCHIKAN 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT SERVES AS A BACKUP POINT FOR OTHER AIRPORTS. OUR 

FERRY CREW STAYS ON DUTY UNTIL AFTER A PLANE TOUCHES DOWN I.I JUNEAU WHEN 

JUNEAU'S WEATHER IS MARGINAL.

WHEN THE PROPOSED MOLYBDENUM MINE IS OPERATIONAL, THERE ARE INDICATIONS 

THAT THE POPULATION OF THE KETCHIKAN BOROUGH WILL DOUBLE. WE FEEL THAT WITH 

THIS IN MTND, DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION TO GRAVINA ISLAND IS NECESSARY FOR 

THE COMMUNITY. SOME TYPE OF HARD ACCESS IS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE THIS 

GROWTH AND TO ALLOW THE COMMUNITY TO MARKET THE PRESENT POTENTIAL OF THE 

AIRPORT.

THANK YOU.
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Mike Cruise, Chairman 

P .O . Box 3081 
Ketch ikan , Alaska 99901

# *  •

February 26, 1982

Honorable Jalmar M. Kerttula 
Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Kerttula,

The Pennock-Gravina Association represents 51 voters registered in the 
Pennock-Gravina Precinct. Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Alaska. Our association 
T5 uppused Lu Senate B i l l  No. 636, introduced in the Senate by Senator Ziegler. 
This bill is for a special appropriation of $1,000,000 for design of a bridge 
from Revilla Island to Gravina Island. Our association is opposed to this 
expenditure for the following reasons:

1) The only time the project was subject to a vote of the people of the 
Ketchikan Gateway Borough it came out last on a list of five projects. None 
of the four projects considered to be a higher priority than the bridge by the 
voters have been constructed.

2) The development direction dictated by a bridge to Gravina Island is in 
direct conflict with the current Ketchik'i Comprehensive Plan. Public testimony 
given on January 19, 1982 before the KeUhikan Planning and Zoning Commission
on development options for the Ketchikan area was in overwhelming opposition 
to changing current development direction. The Planning and Zoning Commission 
adopted the "Revilla Cluster" alternative at the conclusion of that hearing.

3) Recent Borough Planning Department estimates indicate there are between 
6 and 7 thousand acres of private and borough selected land on Revilla Island.
The Planning Department's high estimate of the amount of land needed for develop­
ment from now until 1990, if U.S. Borax locates in Ketchikan, is 1,033 acres.
This implies we have 40 to 60 years worth of land available for development on 
Revilla Island even if growth continues at its current rapid rate. This makes
no allowance for Cape Fox land which the Corporation may choose to develop in 
the future.

4) Most communities are directing their residential development away from 
their airport due to the noise problems from modern jet airplanes. This bridge 
would focus this type of development in the immediate area of the airport on 
Gravina Island. We believe this is a very poor direction for our future devel­
opment to take.



5) There are many badly needed projects on the Revilla Island (Ketchikan) 

side of Tongass Narrows that need funding and to fund the bridge project would 

detract from these projects. Some of these projects are: a downtown Ketchikan 

parking facility; traffic relief on Tongass Avenue; improvement o f  m a n y  exist­

ing rural roads such as in the Forest Park and Point Higgins areas, among 

others; construction of outlying area sewerage systems; accessing o f  developable 
land with the bypass road; Ketchikan Community Center and many others.

The opposition of our Association to this bridge is well known in Ketchikan. 

In our discussions with fellow residents, we hear evidence that opposition to 
the bridge is strong and widespread throughout the community. We have repeat­

edly asked in oral testimony before the Borough Assembly for the issue to be 

brought to the people for ballot determination. This has not been done. If 

popular vote shows the people of Ketchikan to be in favor of this p r oject as 

a high priority, we will withdraw our opposition. Until then, we respectfully 
request that you vote against this appropriation.

Kenneth Duckett 
Board Member
Pennock-Gravina Island Association 

KDrad

cc: Alaska State Legislators
Alaska State Senators 
Ketchikan Daily News 
Anchorage Daily Times 
Anchorage Daily News

Sincerely,
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