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Nelson Island 
Toksook Bay, Alaska 99637 

Phone: Area Code 907 4 2 7 - 7 9 2 9
5 d  4 4 o

Serving the co m m u n ity  since 1975

Honorable Rep. Tony Vaska 2-18-81
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Rep. Vaska,

I am writing on behalf of this community and as a concerned 
citizen. Since I feel the subject .that I am going to bring to 
your attention is the most important issue to this community.

During the United Villages meeting, which was held in Toksook
Bay on February 5 , 6 , & 7 »  1981.the resident of Toksook Bay pro­
posed that the airport be moved to a better and safer site for 
the reasons listed below;

1. The present airport being close to the village is 
getting to be hazardous to this community. Especially to the
B.I.A school and the High School. One of these days.the plane 
might have a mechanical-trouble and go down to residental 
area. Like one incident a few years back, a plane almost went 
down to this community but fortunately the plane got high 
enough to go over the village and went down to the other side. 
About 300-800 yards from the nearest house.
Who's fault would it be if one of the planes go down to one of 
the houses?—  and who is to blame?

2. Bureau of Land Management will soon convey land to
our corporation. Our corporation in turn v/ould reconvey land 
to all those who are eligible under 14(c). Under 14(c)(4) our 
corporation will convey to federal, state or municipal gov't, 
the title to the surface estate for airport site. I would like 
to see the airport be moved to the new site before our corp­
oration starts conveying lands to those who are eligible under 
14(c).

J. know there are funds available to work on our airport because 
there WiS an article in the Tundra Drums last summer, June 5, 
1980, Volume VII, number 10. The article was in front page en­
titled "Multi-Millions for Area-Approved by Governor". Nearly 
70 million dollars was approved for this area by Gov. Hammond 
in the passage of HB 60, the bill which set operating and



c a p i t a l  e x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  S o m e  o f  t h i s  p a c k a g e  w a s  t o  b e  

u s e d  t o  i m p r o v e  a i r p o r t  r u n w a y s  i n  r u r a l  v i l l a g e s .

A b o u t  $ 6 , 1 3 7 , 6 0 0  w a s  a p p r o v e d  f o r  2 2  v i l l a g e s  t o  i m p r o v e  a i r ­

p o r t  r u n w a y s ,  r u n w a y  l i g h t i n g s ,  a i r p o r t  t e r m i n a l  s t o r a g e  

b u i l d i n g s ,  e t c .  $ 4 , 7 1 9 , 0 0 0  f o r  3 3  v i l l a g e s  f o r  a i r p o r t  l i g h t  

i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  $ 2 , 7 7 5 , 0 0 0  N a v i g a t i o n  a i d s  w a s  f u n d e d  f o r  3 7  

v i l l a g e s ,  $ 8 8 , 0 0 0  f o r  a i r - t o - g r o u n d  r a d i o s  f o r  2 2  v i l l a g e s  t o  

p u r c h a s e  t w o  p u b l i c  f r e q u e n c y  u n i c c m  r a d i o s ,  a d d t i o n a l  $ 1 1 0 , 0 0 0  

f o r  5 5  v i l l a g e s  t o  g e t  o n e  p u b l i c  f r e q u e n c y  u n i c o r n  r a d i o s ,  

$ 1 , 9 5 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  2 6  v i l l a g e s  a n d  t h e s e  v i l l a g e s  w o u l d  g e t  $ 7 5 , 0 0 0  

e a c h  t o  b u i l d  a i r p o r t  t e r m i n a l  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  a p p r o x i ­

m a t e l y  9 0 0  s q .  f t .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  t o  b e  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  

a c c o m o d a t e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  & w e a t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  

e q u i p m e n t s ,  w a i t i n g  r o o m s  f o r  p a s s e n g e r s  a n d  s t o r a g e  & e q u i p ­

m e n t  b a y s ,  $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  5 9  v i l l a g e s  f o r  a i r p o r t  w e a t h e r  r e p o r t ­

i n g  e q u i p m e n t s — e a c h  v i l l a g e s  w o u l d  g e t  $ 5 , 0 0 0  t o  g e t  t h e i r  

e q u i p m e n t s  a n d  l a s t  o f  a l l  $ 3 0 , 0 0 0  t o  g e t  E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  

S u p p l i e s  f o r  2 5  v i l l a g e s .  E a c h  v i l l a g e s  w o u l d  g e t  $ 1 , 2 0 0 .

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  n e v . v s p a p e r  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n  w h y

I  a m  b r i n g i n g  t h e s e . t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  i s  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  n e v e r

s e e n  a n y  a i r p o r t  w e a t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  e q u i p m e n t s ,  a i r - t o - g r o u n d  

r a d i o s ,  n a v i g a t i o n  a i d s ,  m e d i c a l  e m e r g e n c y  s u p p l i e s ,  r u n w a y  

l i g h t i n g s ,  r u n w a y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  a i r p o r t  t e r m i n a l  s t o r a g e  

b u i l d i n g s  p u t  o u t  h e r e  i n  N e l s o n  I s l a n d  a r e a .

I  a m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  s t i l l  h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  t o  p r o v i d e  

t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  t o  b u i l t  a  b e t t e r  a n d  s a f e r  a i r p o r t  i n  a n o t h e r  

s i t e , a t  l e a s t  w e  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  h a p p y  i f  s o m e  o f  t h i s  H B  6 0  i s  

s p e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  w e  w i s h  y o u  b e s t  o f  l u c k  i n  e v e r y ­

t h i n g  t h a t  y o u  d o .

S i n c e r e l y

/
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