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R E :  S E N A T E  B I L L  229 ,  A P P R O P R I A T I O N  FOR A  P E D E S T R I A N  O V E R P A S S  IN E A G L E  R I V E R

A  p e d e s t r i a n  O v e r p a s s  is r_>eded in d o w n t o w n  E a g l e  R i v e r  d u e  to t h e  n e w  

f i v e - l a n e  H i g h w a y  w h i c h  is s c h e d u l e d  t o  be s t a r t e d  this y ear. T h e  

f i v e - l a n e  H i g h w a y  t h r u  d o w n t o w n  E a g l e  River, w h i c h  is r e f e r r e d  to as 

t h e  E agle R i v e r  U r b a n  P r o j e c t ,  w a s  a p p r o v e d  l a s t  year.

T h e  p e o p l e  i n  the c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  n e w  f i v e - l a n e  

h i g h w a y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  of  a r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  w i t h  m a n y  

c h i l d r e n .  T h e  o v e r p a s s  w o u l d  a l l e v i a t e  som e  o f  these f e a r s  b y  p r o v i d i n g  

a c c e s s  to a n d  from t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  to t h e  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  cost of t h e  o v e r p a s s ,  

w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  r a m p s  to b e  u s e d  by  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  i n  a d d i t i o n  to 

s t a i r s ,  to b e  $ 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  the a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to go to the 

M u n i c i p a l i t y  of A n c h o r a g e  f o r  p l a n n i n g  and b i d d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  this b i l l .  T h e  o v e r p a s s  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e  m a n y  

p e d e s t r i a n s  i n  the c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e  s a f e t y  for the c h i l d r e n  in 

t h e  area.



"PLACE OF MANY PLACES”

C h u g i a k - E a g l e  R i v e r

C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e

353, Eagle R iv e r ,  AK 99577
P. O. Box

March 17, 1931

Mr. Rowe E. Redick 
C h ie f  C en t ra l  Engineer  D i s t r i c t  
Alaska Dept,  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
Pouch 6900
Anchorage, AK 99502 

Dear Mr. Redick:

The purpose of t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  to  r e a f f i r m  su p p o r t  by t h i s  o r g a n iz a t io n  
f o r  the  E^agTeRj vp r  IIt h,in-J.r.n j g ^ t . At our r e g u l a r  Board of D i r e c to r s  
meeting  on' March 2, 1981, a motTon was made and c a r r i e d  unanimously 
to  send a message t o  a l l  D i s t r i c t  8 L e g i s l a t o r s  (S en a to rs  Bradley 5 
K e l le y ,  and R e p re s e n t a t iv e s  C o t ton ,  M a r t in ,  P h i l l i p s  and H alfo rd)  to 
t a k e  no a c t i o n  which would de lay  the p r o j e c t .  This was done on or 
abou t  March 4. We have re c e iv e d  back w r i t t e n  s u p p o r t  f o r  our 
p o s i t i o n  from Sena to r  Kelly  and R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  M art in  and H a lfo rd .
The remaining l e g i s l a t o r s  a p p a re n t ly  prefer n o t  to t a k e  a d e f i n a t e  
p o s i t i o n  r eg a rd in g  the  p r o j e c t  a t  t h i s  t ime.

Th is  p r o j e c t  has been in  the  p lann ing  s ta g e s  f o r  many yea rs  and has 
ex p e r ien ced  one d e la y  a f t e r  a n o th e r .  Numerous p u b l i c  h ea r in g s  were 
h e ld  here in  the community over the  p a s t  3 y e a rs  and to  my knowledge 
t h e r e  was a b s o l u t e l y  no o p p o s i t i o n  to th e  p r o j e c t .  To the  c o n t r a ry  
many members of th e  community were angered over  the numerous de lays  
which the p r o j e c t  has e x p e r i e n c e d .

Over the y e a r s ,  as t h i s  community has grown, t h e  t r a f f i c  has in c re a se d  
p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  a long the  Old Glenn Highway, which i s  the  ro u te  of 
the  Eagle River  Urban P r o j e c t .  At the p re s e n t  t ime,  t h i s  t r a f f i c  i s  
a lm ost  unbearab le  du r ing  rush  hours .  I s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  the 
only  s o l u t i o n  to t h i s  problem i s  complet ion o f  the p r o j e c t  as 
c u r r e n t l y  e n v i s io n e d ,  t h a t  i s  f iv e  lanes  from A r t i l l e r y  Road to 
the North Eagle R iver  e x i t .  I base  t h i s  b e l i e f  on th e s ta t e m e n t s  of
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highway and t r a f f i c  e n g in ee r s  who have s t a t e d  to  me t h a t  a th r e e  
lane  s t r e e t  i s  not  s u f f i c i e n t  now, l e t  a lone  5 or 10 y ea rs  from 
now. In o r d e r . t o  p ro v id e  f o r  the  s a f e t y  of  our c i t i z e n s  and the  
o r d e r l y  growth of t h i s  community I urge you to  use th e  power and 
in f lu e n c e  o f  your o f f i c e  to in s u r e  t h a t  the  Eagle R iver  Urban 
P r o j e c t  p roceeds  on sc h ed u le .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Henry x. wafren. 
Vice P r e s i d e n t  
Chugiak-Eagle River 
Chamber of  Commerce

cc Mr. Gene Hanna
F edera l  Hwy Dept,  Juneau 
Each l e g i s l a t o r ,  D i s t r i c t  8 
Governor Hammond



March 18, 1981

Eagle R iver  Community Council  
Eagle  R iv e r ,  Alaska 99577

Mr. Rowe D. Redick 
C h ie f ,  Highway Engineering  
C e n t r a l  Region ,  D O T  
Pouch 6900
Anchorage, A laska 99502

Dear Mr. Redick:

The Eagle  R iver  Community Council  whole h e a r t e d l y  sup p o r ts  the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  ' the  Eagle R iver  Urban P r o j e c t  scheduled  to  begin  
t h i s  summer.

The Council  h e ld  a g en e ra l  meeting  fo r  members and concerned c i t i z e n s  
w i t h i n  our c o u n c i l  a rea  and heard both  th e  "pros and cons" fo r  th e  
p r o j e c t .  C ons ide r ing  the  f a c t s  t h a t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  has been c a r e f u l l y  
s t u d i e d  and p u b l i c  h e a r in g s  p r e v io u s l y  conducted ,  the Eagle River 
Community Council  f e e l s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  should  not be de layed  any 
f u r t h e r .

We a re  fo rw ard ing  co p ie s  of  t h i s  l e t t e r  to  the  D i s t r i c t  8 
l e g i s l a t o r s  and the F edera l  Highway A d m in is t r a t io n  O f f ic e s  for  
t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e .

I f  I can be o f  f u r t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  p le a s e  do not  h e s i t a t e  to c o n ta c t



EAGLE RIVER VETERINARY HOSPITAL 
M IL E  14'/* O L D  G LEN N  H IG H W A Y  

P. O . BOX 1033 
E A G L E  R IV E R . A LA SK A  89377

TELEPHONE (9071 694.3800

M a r c h  1 7 ,  1 9 8 1

FHWA
U. S .  Department o f  T ra n s p o r ta t i o n  
F e d e r a l  Highway A d m in is t ra t io n  
P .  0. '  Box 1 6 4 8  
Juneau ,  AK 99802

ATTENTION: Gene Hanna

Dear S i r :

I  am v e ry  d i s g u s t e d  and concerned t h a t  t h e  Eagle 
R ive r  Urban Highway P r o j e c t  might  be d e layed . '

This  p r o j e c t  i s  v e ry  im p o r tan t  t o  my community.
I t  w i l l  c o r r e c t  t h e  crowded and unsa fe  road c o n d i t io n s  
c u r r e n t l y  p r e s e n t  h e r e .  Also t h e  annua l  f lo o d in g  o f  
t h e  b u s in e s s  p a rk in g  l o t s  a long th e  Old Glenn Highway 
w i l l  be c o r r e c t e d .  The c o n t in u a t io n  o f  t h i s  highway 
p r o j e c t  i s  im p o r ta n t  i n  m a in ta in in g  t h e  q u a l i t y  o'f 
l i f e  i n  Eagle  R iv e r .

c c .
c c .
c c .
c c .
c c .
c c .

S in c e r e ly ,

fonathan B e t t r i d g e ,  D.V.M

Rep. Rick Halford  
Sen. W.B. (Brad)  Bradley 
Rep. Sara G o t ten  
Sen.' Tim K e l ly  
Rep. T er ry  M art in  
Rep. Randy P h i l l i p s
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