


SYNOPSIS OF TESTIMONY ON SJR 6 - "PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT T O  THF. CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE 0? A M S K A  RELATING TO SESSIONS OF THE LEGISLATURE." A n

all-sites teleconference and hearing held o n  11/17/81

SOURCE

Sen. T im Kelly 

Gov. Jay Hammond

LENGTH OF 

SESSION

120 days 

90 days

Bill Miles

M a r k  Beltz 

Nels Anderson 

Joe Graham

120 days

90 days 

120 days 

90 days

Anchorage Chamber of Commerce 90 days 

FREE Committee 120 days

Common Sense for Alaska 120 days

Soroptomiots International 90 days

of Anchorage

Bradle< Shaffer 90 days

PROVISIONS FOR'EXTENSION
vote required// of days 

no extension

15 days

10 days

(can be renewed) 

no position 

10 days 

no position

2-10 days 

see Remarks

no position 

see Remarks

concurrence of governor and leaders 

of both houses within 3 days of the 

end of regular session for not more 

than 15 days

Majority of both houses

2/3 vote of each house 

3/A vote

2/3 vote 

2/3 vote

2/3 vote of each house

3/A vote

REMARKS

Rather than extensions, 

can, if needed, have special 

sessions limited to subjects 

included in call_________________________

Also, provide for less than current 

15 day delay before special session 

can meet ____________

Also, all special sessions limited to

5 days________________________________________

Also, no per diem until both houses 

organized or after session limit_______

Vote on extension should specify number 

of days and subjects________________________

Vote on extension should specify number 

of days and subjects________________________

Length of special sessions should be 

limited



Ccrnmittee Minutes
Senate State Affairs Carmittee

Anchorage, Alaska 
11-17-81, 9:30 a.m.

Members present: Sen. Fischer, Chair
Sen. Eliason 
Sen. Stimson

Other legislators: Sen. Kelly

Hearing: All sites teleconference and hearing on limiting the
length of legislative sessions

Committee Calendar: SJR 6, "Proposing an amendment to the Constitution
of the State of Alaska relating to sessions of the legislature."

Witnesses:
Anchorage: •

Sen. Tim Kelly, sponsor of SJR 6 
Pouch V, Juneau, Alaska 99811

Bill Miles, representing self 
Anchorage, Alaska

Mark Albert Beltz, representing self 
Anchorage, Alaska

Joe Graham, representing self 
Spenard area, Anchorage

Jan Faiks, Anchorage Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors 
612 F  Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Jan Bcmhoff, Anchorage Women's Club FREE Committee 
P. O. Box 4-2955, Anchorage, Alaska 99509

Neely Taylor, Common Sense for Alaska 
P . O .  Box 4-1104, Anchorage, Alaska 99509

Mary Bargaran, Soroptomists Int'l of Anchorage 
P. 0. Box 561, Anchorage, Alaska 99510

Juneau: Keith Specking, Office of the Governor
Pouch A, Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dillingham: Nels Anderson, representing self
General Delivery, Dillingham, Alaska

Proceedings:

Sen. Fischer called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. and stated that 
the purpose of the hearing was to discuss limiting the length of



legislative sessions. There is presently no constitutional limit 
imposed on the length of legislative sessions; the drafters of the 
constitution sought to establish a proper balance between the legis­
lative branch and the strong executive pcwer. Sen. Fischer outlined 
aspects of the session limitation question the committee hoped to 
hear addressed by testimony:

— should a constitutional limit be established or not? Why?

— if a limit is established, what should regular session length 
be: 90, 100, 120 days, or what other period?

— should provision b e  made for extending a regular session?
If so, by simple majority or by two-thirds vote of the legis­
lature: In increments of 10 or 30 days or seme other period?

— what other things should the legislature consider in acting 
on the issue?

Sen. Tim Kelly, sponsor of SJR 6, was the first to testify. He thanked 
the ccrnmittee for holding hearings on the issue, which had been "dear 
to my heart since election in 1976". Sen. Kelly stated that the 
legislature should be encouraging more Alaskans to participate in the 
legislative process. Their participation might be promoted by a session 
length which would permit them to pursue non-legislative business for 
the greater part of the year, SJR 6 proposes a 120 day limit in the ' 
form of a constitutional amendment to be put before the voters at the 
next general election. Sen. Kelly stated that he would also like to see 
all special sessions called by the legislature limited to subjects 
included in the call. The subject limit should apply to any extensions 
of the regular session; if extending the session were to become a 
regular practice, a subject limit would focus attention of the legisla­
ture on the critical issues.

Sen. Eliason stated his agreement with Sen. Kelly's testimony.

Keith Specking, from the Office of the Governor, presented Governor 
Hammond’s statement on session limitation. Governor Hammond's statement 
began, "In ny twelve years of legislative service, there was only one 
session which warranted more than 90 days. That was the first session 
during which w e  set up the entire state government— and we  did that in 
but 84." The inadequate pay and the necessity to conclude the work 
expeditiously in order to return to the private sector at first insured 
relatively brief sessions. Various factors, including increased pay, 
benefits, staff and workload, and recent ''ephemeral funding 'surpluses'" 
have contributed to the extension of legislative sessions. The 
statement frcm Gov. Hammond indicated that any limitation on session 
length should: 1.) provide ample time to complete work on crucial 
natters; 2.) serve to reduce the legislative "logrolling" normally 
required to bring sessions to close; and 3.) provide for less than the 
current undue 15 day delay before a session could be extended, as is 
the case now with special Sessions. Gov. Hammond propoi-ad a consti­
tutional limitation on session length some years ago and intends to 
reintroduce it this year for considersti . by the legislature. His



proposal establishes a session "target" of 90 days. An extension 
provision specifies that with the concurrence of the governor and . 
leaders of both houses the legislature might reconvene within 3 days - - 
of the regular session's conclusion for no more than 15 days.. Subjects 
to be considered would be confined to a list of specific measures -~ 
approved by the governor and a majority of each house. Gov. Hammond 
concluded his statement with the reference to a public advisory vote 
which demonstrated the public's support for a session limitationi-.-?
"Those who disagree with the concept should argue their case to the 
public, rot deny the public the right to set the terms and conditions;;-, 
inposed upon the public's servants. To do otherwise constitutes public 
servicing." This concluded presentation of the Governor's statement 
b y  Keith Specking, Legislative Assistant to the Governor._ . = ;

Bill Miles, representing himself as a private citiren, provided a brief 
history of his involvement in the issue. He mentioned his experience 
as a member of the House of Representatives (concluded in 1980);. at- - 
the outset he did not support a limit, but after his experience as 
a legislator he supported it. Legislation calling for a limitation 
on session length passed the House, but not the Senate, during the 
time Bill Miles served in the legislature. A  limit is neces’saryy:-Bill—  
Miles stated. He feels that people work better when they have-goals, 
and he cited examples of the many professionals for whom goals-and—  
deadlines are an integral part of the work world:-judges, n e w s p e o p l e i  
and Congress members to name a few.. He stated support for a 120-day f —  
limit, and thinks 90 days is inadequate time for the complex work;- • 
with which 60 laypersons in a new environment must deal. • By way of- —  
extension provisions, Bill suggested that either a) arrangements; for -- 
an immediate special session or b) provide for extensions (10 day:. ~-£ 
renewal period). . ...

Sen. Fischer stated that a referendum approved by the people ;by-2 1 -r _- la 
a 3 to 1 margin provided for extension by simple majority vote of the 
legislature. He asked Bill Miies whether he favored extension by 
simple majority vote or by 2/3 vote of both houses. Bill Miles re­
sponded that he favored extension by simple majority. Sen. Fischer 
inquired whether such an extension should require the concurrence of 
the governor. Bill responded that the legislature should determine-it,, .» 
that the decision should not be made solely by leadership, and should 2 
go to the floor for a vote. • • • - •_ - v -

Sen. Kelly stated that the number of days in the session per se was not
inport ant; that 90 day limits end up with extension arrangements. He 
prefers the concept of a straight 120 day limit. He pointed out that 
when the governor calls a special session he must wait 15 days after the 
conclusion of the regular session to do so. When the legislature calls 
itself into session there is no wait period.

Sen. Eliason asked of Bill Miles whether he favored calling special 
session by simple majority. Bill Miles affirmed that he did. Sen.
Eliason suggested that if a special session were allowed to be called
by simple majority that it would result in the same problems the legis­
lature faces new with lengthy sessions.



Sen. Fischer discussed Bill Egan's position; former Governor Egan 
favors a 120 day limit. During the last 20 days of a session bills may 
b e  forwarded. Bill Miles pointed out that one doesn't always knew when 
the session will end, so it is difficult to determine when the last 20 
days would be, and a special mechanism would have to be set up if Gov. 
Egan's system were to function.

Mark Albert Beltz, testifying as a  private citizen, stated that he 
favors a shorter session, preferably with a 90 day limit, and that he 
felt the legislators should work longer hours. He also stated that he 
felt the session should start not on the 4th Monday of January, as pro­
vided in SJR 6, but on the second Moriday, as is traditional. Sen. Kelly 
pointed out that this is covered b y  existing law. Sen. Fischer 
clarified this further by stating that the constitution leaves it open 
to  change by  law, an option which has been exercised. Current law 
provides for the session to begin on the second Monday. Sen. Fischer 
also made reference to Mark Albert Beltz's remark that the legislators 
waste alot of time, stating that the legislators currently work seven 
days a week, for long hours, and that delays are not due to wasting time
and lack of work on the part of legislators.

Nels Anderson, former state representative and majority leader, 
testified from Dillingham as a private citizen. He complimented Sen. 
Kelly on his persistence in continuing a drive to get a limit on the 
sessions. Nels Anderson stated that he once opposed a session limit, 
and that he now favors a constitutional amendment limiting the session. 
He suggested a session of no less than 120 days with sane provision for 
extension in 10 day increments by a 2/3 majority vote of each house.
He pointed out that there is a tendency near the end (of the session)
for things to pile up; "when adjournment fever hits it is hard to follow 
the movement of bills through committee". Nels Anderson stated that 
special sessions should be limited to five days whether they are called 
by  the governor or by the legislature.

Joe Graham, resident of the Spenard area of Anchorage, supports a 90 day 
limit. He feels that a deadline would serve to get things in motion on 
the important issues. He prefers extension by a 3/4 vote, and suggested 
the insertion of a clause providing that there be no per diem until 
both houses were organized and that there be no per diem after the 
session limit deadline.

Jan Faiks, representing the Anchorage Chamber of Commerce Board of 
Directors, testified in support of a 90 day session, with a required 
2/3 vote for a maximum of two 10-day extensions. The Chamber of 
Ccrrmerce has been polling gatherings of members and guests. Their Dec.
7 poll will ask members about session limit provisions. Jan Faiks 
stated that in seme other states immediately following the election the 
legislators are paid for 10 days for organization prior to Christmas 
holidays. In Vfycming, she stated, budget work is conducted prior to 
convening.

Sen. Fischer inquired whether this meant if we limited per diem only 
no constitutional amendment would be required to limit the length of 
legislative sessions. Jan Faiks responded, "Semething like that!" Sen.



Fischer mentioned that he introduced legislation last year providing for 
the earlier organization of the legislature. Jan stated that her 
personal view is in favor of earlier organization with per diem. She 
feels that people would be happy with a  limit, not necessarily a 
specific number of days.

Sen. Eliason reiterated his support for "sudden death without 
extensions". Sen. Kelly stated that a 90 day limit is, in effect, a 
110 day session as people know an extension is available, and that he 
would be happy with any limit. Sen. Fischer mentioned that any impo­
sition or limitation on legislative action is regarded as strengthening 
the hand of the governor. Jan Faiks, speaking on her cwn behalf, noted 
that the legislature's power is, in part, their holding of the purse 
strings. She favors a 2/3 majority vote for an extension.

Jan Barhoff, representing the Anchorage Women's Club FREE Ccrnmittee, 
went on record-as supporting a 120 day limit, and a 2/3 vote for any 
extension. Extension provisions sh >-'ld specify the number of days in 
the extension and the subject matter- to be discussed. Jan Bcmhoff 
stated that a shorter session would promote citizen involvement, topics 
of broader interest (rather than the proliferation of smaller issues), 
and better accomplishment of the work. She suggested legislators limit 
their own per diem this session prior to enacting a constitutional 
amendment. In response to Sen. Eliason's question, "Should the legis­
lature be subject to the governor in making an extension?" Jan Bcmhoff 
responded "No".

Neely Taylor, representing the Board of Common Sense for Alaska, stated 
the board's support for a 90 day limit. There was no formal position 
stated on extension provisions. Neely Taylor stated his personal views 
on why there is a need for a limit: to promote a citizen legislature and 
rnore citizen involvement in the process. The public loses interest 
during a long session, and the expense involved is great. (Mark Albert 
Beltz had previously stated the cost to run about $20,000 per day.)
Neely stated that a shorter session would result in limiting "political 
brinksmanship" which he defined as a form of political game-playing.
The legislature should serve as a model of a trim economical 
organization. Alaska should be the 34th state to have a limit. Sen. 
Fischer stated that some people feel that a session limit will promote 
political brinksmanship. Neely responded that legislators will be more 
interested in getting their bills moving if a session limit is imposed.

Nels Anderson inquired about the rationale for choosing the 4 th Monday 
of the month for session to convene. Sen. Kelly clarified this language 
as he had for Mark Albert Beltz, and said that the language should pro­
bably be changed to avoid further confusion. In response to Nels 
Anderson's question, "Do you have any objection to limitation on sppecial 
sessions?" Sen. Kelly stated "There is no problem for me in a five day 
limit."

The meeting adjourned at 10:45-, there being no further testimony at that 
time, and reconvened at 5:00 p.m.

Mary Bargaran, representing the Soroptcmists International of Anchorage,



presented a letter provided b y  that group. Hie Soroptcmists supports 
and urges adoption by the legislature of a legislative session of "the 
shortest duration possible" and in no event longer than 120 days 
(preferably 90 days). Any extension beyond 120 days (preferably 90 
days) should require a 2/3 vote of both houses and include a "limited 
call" provision. The extension itself should be for a specific number 
of days. The letter was signed by Marsha Holloman, President of the 
group. Mary Bargaran suggested that an extension should be for a 
maximum of six to ten days.

Sen. Stimson inquired of Mary what the advantage to the state would be 
of such a limit. Mary Bargaran stated that it was "an economical thing" 
and that 90 days should be sufficient time for the business to be con­
ducted.

Sen. Stimson said that while he did see a need for a goal, a short 
session was to. the advantage of lobbyists, most of whom are in Juneau to 
stop legislation. He asked if there were any advantage other than 
economics. Mary responded that it would be an overall saving to the 
state. Sen. Stimson asked if the idea of a special session bothered 
her, to which she responded, "No". Sen. Stimson described the logjam 
of bills near the end of the session. A  limit, he said, would force 
legislators to break the logjam of bills in Finance Ccrnmittee, for 
example. He would like to see each bill accompanied by a statement of 
purpose.

There being no further testimony, with the exception of informal 
dialogue between a  Sitka observer and Senators Stimson and Fischer, 
the hearing/teleconference was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.
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Alaska State Legislature
Senate Committee on State Affairs
Vic Fischer, Chairman • Pouch V  • Juneau, Alaska 99811 • (907) 465-4954 

I n t e r i m  o f f i c e :  5 1 1  W e s t  4 t h  A v e . ,  S u i t e  5,

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1  p h o n e :  2 7 8 - 3 6 5 4

M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  L e g i s l a t o r s

F R O M :  S e n .  V i c  F i s c h e r

D A T E :  N o v .  6, 1 9 8 1

RE: L i m i t i n g  l e n g t h  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s

T h e  S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  is h o l d i n g  a s t a t e w i d e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e / p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  N o v e m b e r  17 to c o n s i d e r  a m e n d i n g  

A l a s k a ’s c o n s t i t u t i o n  to l i m i t  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h .  B e f o r e  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e  i s  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  6, w h i c h  w o u l d  

r e q u i r e  a d j o u r n m e n t  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  1 2 0  d a y s  a f t e r  a r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n  b e g i n s .  A l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  a l s o  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h i s  y e a r ' s  1 6 5  d a y  s e s s i o n  is p r o v i d i n g  a m a j o r  i m p e t u s  to 

e f f o r t s  to l i m i t  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h .  A l t h o u g h  I h a d  l o n g  b e e n  

o p p o s e d  to a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t  o n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  

t h e o r e t i c a l  g r o u n d s ,  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e  in t h e  S e n a t e  d u r i n g  

t h e  p a s t  s e s s i o n  h a s  c o n v i n c e d  m e  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a c o n s t i -  

tuj t o n a l  l i m i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  p r a c t i c a l  w e y  w e  c a n  b r i n g  t h e  

l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  to a n  e n d  w i t h o u t  a n  a w f u l  w a s t e  of 

t i m e ,  m o n e y  a n d  e n e r g y ,  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  t a x i n g  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  

p a t i e n c e .

W e  w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  g i v i n g  u s  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  l i m i t a t i o n  q u e s t i o n :

- - s h o u l d  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  n o t ?  

W h y ?

- - i f  a l i m i t  is e s t a b l i s h e d ,  w h a t  s h o u l d  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  

l e n g t h  b e :  9 0, 1 0 0 ,  1 2 0  d a y s ,  o r  w h a t  o t h e r  p e r i o d ?

- - s h o u l d  p r o v i s i o n  b e  m a d e  f c r  e x t e n d i n g  a r e g u l a r

s e s s i o n ?  If s o ,  b y  s i m p l e  m a j o r i t y  o r  b y  t w o - t h i r d s  

v o t e  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?  I n  i n c r e m e n t s  o f  10 o r  3 0  

d a y s  o r  s o m e  o t h e r  p e r i o d ?



— w h a t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  s h o u l d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c o n s i d e r  

i n  a c t i n g  o n  t h e  i s s u e ?

T h e  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  T u e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  17, f r o m  9 : 3 0  a . m .  to 

n o o n  a n d  5 : 0 0  to 8 : 0 0  p . m .  ( A S T )  a t  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L e g i s l a t i v e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e ,  1 0 2 4  W e s t  S i x t h  A v e n u e .  A  s t a t e w i d e  

t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  h o o k u p  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  f r o m  c o m m u n i t i e s  

t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a .

Y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h i s  h e a r i n g  w i l l  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

Y o u  c a n  p r o v i d e  t e s t i m o n y  i n  p e r s o n  o r  b y  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t .

If y o u  w i s h  t o  t e s t i f y  o r a l l y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  

p l e a s e  c a l l  m y  o f f i c e  ( 2 7 8 - 3 6 5 4 )  a n d  t e l l  u s  w h a t  t i m e  w o u l d  

b e  m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  y o u .  W e  w i l l  t r y  to s c h e d u l e  y o u  

a c c o r d i n g l y .  S h o u l d  y o u  s o  p r e f e r ,  y o u  m a y  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  

a r r a n g e m e n t  c o m e  t o  t h e  h e a r i n g  i n  A n c h o r a g e  o r  s p e a k  f r o m  

o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e  w i l l  a l s o  r e c e i v e  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y .  A n y  s t a t e m e n t s  

r e c e i v e d  i n  t i m e  w i l l  b e  r e a d  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g  f o r  e v e r y o n e 1 s 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  u n l e s s  t h e  w r i t e r  p r e f e r s  w e  n o t  d o  so.

I d o  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  o r a l  o r  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  

o n  t h e  s e s s i o n  l i m i t  i s s u e .
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NO 
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YES 4(5)
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NO 5(2) 
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YES 6(5)

YES 7(1) 
YES 7(2) 
YES 7 3 
YES 7(4) 
YES 7(S)

YES 8(1) 
YES 8(2) 
YES 8(3) 
YES 8(4) 
YFS 8(5)

YES 9(1) 
NO 
HO 

YES 9(4) 
NO

U J  lo(lJ
NO

YES 10(3) 
NO

YES 10(5)

NO tl(|) 

TES 11(5)

rti H O T
U S  12(2)
m  nil)
TES 1214) 
U S  »i(5)

TES 13(1) 
NO

YES 13(3) 
TES 13(4) 
YES 13(5)

YES 14(1) 
NO 14(2)

NO

YES 1S(I) 
NO

U S  15(3) 
YES 15(4) 
YES 15(5)

YCS 11(1) 
TES 16(a) 
YCS 16(b) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16 (S)

NO 17(1) 
HO

YES 17(3) 
NO 17(4) 

NO

COLORADO ....
CONNECTICUT-..
DELAWARE ....

‘ FLORIDA.....
GEORGIA.....

YES
YES 1(7) 
NO 1(8) 
YES 1(9) 
YES 1(10)

YES 2(6) 
NO 
NO 
NO 
NO

YES 3(6) 
NO 3(7) 
YES 3(8) 
YES 3(9) 
YES 3(10)

NO 
YES 4(7) 

NO 
YES 4(9) 
NO 4(10)

YES 5(6) 
YES 5(7) 
YES 5(8) 
YES 59) 
YES 5(16)

YES 6(6) 
YES 6(7)

m m i
NO

YES 7(6) 
YES 7(7) 
YES 7(8)

JB M i

YES 8(6] 
YES 8(7) 
NO, , 

YES 8(9) 
YES 8(10)

NO 
YES 9(7) 
YES 9 8 
YES 99) 
YES 9(10)

NO 10 
YES 10 
YES 10 
YES 10 
YES I0<

«)

*
10)

TES 11(6) 
U S  11(7) 
U S  1l(li 
M  m

U S  12(6) 
U S  12(7)

ffi ;J
NO

YES 13(6) 
HO 
NO

TES 11(9) 
HO

NO
YES 14(7) 
YES 14(8) 
7ES 14(9) 

HO

YES 15(61 
YES 15(7) 
TES 15(8) 
YES 15(9) 
YES 15(10)

YCS 16(6) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(a) 
YES 16(b)

YES 17(6) 
YES 17(7) 
YES 17(8) 
YES 17(9) 

NO

vrc ii nn
HAWAII... 
IDAHO.... 
ILLINOIS. 
INDIANA.. 
IOWA....

U S  1(11) 
YES 1(12) 
US 1(13) 
US 1(14) 
YES 1(15)

NO
NO

KOgJ.l)

YES 2(15)

YES 3(11) 
YES 3(12) 
YES 3(13) 
YES 3(14) 
YES 3(15)

NO
YES 4(12) 
YES 4(13) 
YES 4(14) 
YES 4(15)

YES S(U) 
NO 5(12) 
YES 5 (3) 
YES 5(14) 
YES S(15)

YES 6(11) 
YES 6(12) 
YES 6(13)m m

YES 7(11) 
YES 7(12) 
YES 7(13) 
YES 7(14) 
YES 7(15)

YES 8(11) 
YES 8(12) 
YES 8(
YES B(
YES 8(

Ol

m

YES 9(12)

YES° 9(14) 
NO

YES M(I3) 
YES 10(14) 
YES 10(15)

NO
MO 11(13) 
MO 11(14)

(H)

12(12
m u )

NO 11(1

U S  
YES 
U S  12(14) 
YES 12(15}

NO

YES IS°3(I4) 
YES 13(15)

?ii m
YES 14(15)

NO
YES 15(13) 
NO 15(14) 
YES 15(15)

YES 16(12)

W M )
YES 16(15)

KANSAS....
I KEN1UCKY.■•. 
I LOUISIANA...
! MAINE.....

MARYLAND....

YES 1(16) 
YES 
YES 
YES 
TES 1(20)

m
> 1119j

110
YES 2(17) 

NO 
NO

YES 2(20)

YES 3(16) 
YES 3(17) 
YES 3(a) 
110 3(19) 

YES 3(20)

NO 4(16) 
YES 4(17) 
YES 4(18) 
YES 4(19) 
YES 4(20)

NO 5(16) 
YES 5(17) 
YES 5(18) 
YES 5(19) 
YES 5(20)

YES 6(16) 
YES 6(17) 
YES 6(18) 
YES 6(19) 
YES 6(20)

YES 7(16) 
YES 7(17) 
YES 7(18) 
YES 7(19) 
YES 7(20)

YES 8(16) 
YES 8(17) 
YES 8(18) 
YES C119) 
YES 8(20)

YES 9 
YES 9 
YES 9 
YES 9 
YES 9 20)

16
17
18 
19)

YES (0(16) 
YES 10(17) 
YES 10(18) 
YES 10(19) 

YES 10(20)

YES 11(11)
YES 12(17) U S  12(17)
HO 11(18) U S  12(18)

U S  12(16) 
U S  12(17)

YES 11(11) 
YES 11(20)

YES 12(19) 
YES 12(20)

YES 13(16) 
NO

YES 13(18) 
YES 13(19) 

NO

YES 14(16) 
YES 14(17) 
YES 14(18) 
YES 14(19) 
YES 14(20)

YES 15(16) 
NO 15(17) 
YES 15(18) 
YES 15(19) 

NO

V eV iW )  
YES 16(18) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 1614)

MASSACHUSETTS-
MICHIGAN....
MINME50TA....
MISSISSIPPI. •• 
MISSOURI....

YES 1(21) 
YES 1(22) 
YES 1(23) 
YES 1(24) 
YES 1(25)

NO
NO

YES 2(23) 
NO 
NO

HO
YES 3(22) 
YES 3(23 
NO 3(24) 
YES 3(25)

YES 4(213 
YES 4(22) 
YES 4(23)

YES 4(25)

YES 5(
YES 5 
YES S(
YES 5(24) 
YES 5(25)

YES 6(21) 
YES 6(22) 
U S  6(23) 
1ES 6(24) 

NO

YES 7(21 
YES 7 22 
YES 7(23 
YES 7(24) 
YES 7(25)

YES 8(21] 
YES 6(22) 
YES 8(23] 
YES 8(24) 
YES 8(25)

HO 
NO 

YES 91 
YES 91 
YES 91

23
24)
25)

YES 10( 
YES I0( 
YES lOl 
NO 10(24) 
NO 10(25)

YES 11(21) YES 12(21
MO j||22| YES 12(22
NO 
NO

U S  11(25)

U S  12(23
YES 12(24 

12(25YES

YES 13(21) 
YES 13(22) 
YES 13(23) 

NO
NO

YES 14(21) 
NO

YES 14(23) 
YES 14(24) 
YES 14(25)

YES 15(21) 
HO

YES 15(23) 
YE* !\>»M) 
NO 15(45)

YES 16(21) 
YES 16(22 
YES 16(a)

MONTANA.....
NEBRASKA....
NEVADA......
HEW HAMPSHIRE 
NEW JERSEY....

YES 1(26) 
NO 1(27) 
YES 1(28) 
YES l(29) 
YES 1(30)

YES 2(26) 
NO 

NO 2(28) 
NO

YES 2(30)

YES 3(26) 
YES 3(27) 
YES 3(28) 
YES 3(29) 

NO

YES 4(26] 
NO 4(27) 
YES 4(20) 
YES 4(29) 
NO 4(30)

NO 5(26] 
YES 5(27) 
YES 5(28) 
YES 5(29) 
YE5 5(30)

YES 6(26) 
NO 6(27) 
YES 6(28) 
YES 6(29) 
YES 6(30)

NO 7(26) YES 8(26) YES 9(26) YES 10(26) NO
YES 7(27) YES 8(27) YES 9 27 NO YES 11(27)
YES 7(28) YES 8(28) YES 9(28) YES 10(28) Ml
YES 7(29) YES 8(29) NO YES 10(29) NO
YES 7(30) NO 8(30) NO YES 10(30) NO 11(30)

m nm
YES 12(28) 
YES 12(29) 
YES 12(30)

YES 13(26) 
NO 
NO 
NO

YES 13(30)

NEW MEXICO....
NEW YORK....
NORTH CAROLINA 
NORTH DAKOTA.. 
OHIO........

YES 1(31) 
YES 1(32) 
YES 1(33} 
YES 1(34) 
YES 1(35)

NO
YES 2J32)

NO
HO

YES 3(31) 
YES 3(32) 

NO
YES 3(34) 

YES 3(35)

110 YES 5(31) YCS 6(31) YCS 7(31) YCS 8(31) YES 9(31) NO
no YCS 5(32) U S  6(32) YCS 7(32) NO NO YES 10(72)w\m YCS 5(33) 

YCS 5(34)
YCS 6(33) 
YCS 6(34)

YCS 7(33) 
YCS 7(34)

YCS 8(33) 
YCS 8(34)

NO
YES 9(34)

YES 10(33) 
NO

YES 4(35) YCS 5(35) YCS 6(35) YCS 7(35) YES 8(35) NO YES 10(36)

K> 11(31) 
YES 11(32) 
NO 11(33)

Mo"ll(3S)

U S  12(31) 
U S  12(32) 
U S  12(33) 
YES 12(34) 
YES 12(35)

NO 
NO

YES 13(33) 
13(34)YES
NO

OKLAHOMA....
OREGON......
PENNSYLVANIA. • 
RHODE ISLAND.. 
SOUTH CAROLINA

YES 1(36) 
« s 1(371 
YES 1(38) 
NO
YES 1(40)

NO
NO
NO
NO

YES 2(40)

YES 3(36) 
YES 3(37) 
YES 31*1 
YES 3(39) 
YES 3(40)

YES 4(36) 
YES 5(37) 
NO >1(38) 
YES 4(39) 
YES 4(40)

NO
YES 5(37) 
YES 5(38) 
YES 5(39) 
YES 5(40)

YES 6(36) 
YES 6(371 
NO 6(38) 
YES 6(39) 
YES 6(40)

YE5 7(36) 
YES 7(37) 
YES 7(38) 
YES 7(39) 
YES 7(40)

YES 8(36) 
YES 8(37) 
YES 8(38) 
NO

YES 8(40)

YCS 9(36) 
NO 
HO

YES 9(39) 
YES 9(40)

TES 10(36) 
YES 10(17) 
YES 10(38 

NG
YES 10(40)

[ills,NO II 
YES 

•0
NO 11(31) 
NO

U S  12(36) 
U S  12(37) 
YES 12(10) 
YES 12(39) 
YES 12(40)

YES 13(36) 
NO
NO
NO
NO

YES 14(26) 
YES 14(27) 
YES 14(28) 
YES 14(29) 

NO

YES 15(26) 
YES 15(27) 
NO

YES 15(29) 
NO

YES 16(26) 
YES 16(27) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(b) 
YES 16(a)

YES 14(31) 
YES 14(32) 
YES 14(33) 
YES 14(34) 
YES M(3Sj

MO
NO

YES 15(33) 
YES 15(34) 
NO 15(35)

YES 16(a) 
YES 16(32) 
YES 16(33) 
YES 16(a) 
YES 16(35)

YES 14(36) 
YES 14(37)

YES r°(39) 
NO

YES 15(36) 
YES 15(37)

VE?°15(39)

NO

YES 16(b) 
YES 16(37)

m  m
YEii 16(40)

SOUTH DAKOTA..
TENNESSEE...
TEXAS.......
UTAH........
VCR) KNIT.....

VCS 1(41) 
YES 1(42) 
US 1(43) 
US 1(44) 
U S  1(45)

VCS 
YES 2(42) 

HO 
HO

YES 2(45)

YES 3(41) 
YES 3(42) 
YES 3(43) 
YES 3(44 
YCS 3(45)

YCS 4(41) 
YCS 4(42) 

NO
YCS 4(44) 
YCS 4(45)

YCS S( 
YCS 5 
YCS 5 
YES 5 
NO S

4!)
42)

43

« l

YES 6(41) 
YCS 6(42) 
YES 6(43) 
Y/cS 6(44) 
YIS 6(45)

YC5 7(61) 
YES 7(42) 
U S  7(43) 
YCS 7M4) 
YES 7(45)

YCS 8(41) 
NO 8(42) 
YES B(43> 
VCS 8(44) 
YCS 8(45)

YES 9v41) 
YES 9 42 
YES 9 43 
YES 9 44) 

NO

NO 10(41) 
YES 10(42) 
NO 10(43). 
YES ’0(44) 
NO

NO ll( 
Mi 

YtS II 
NO ll( 
NO ll(

VIRGINIA....
WASHINGTON.... 
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN....
WlONING.....

YES 1(46) 
YCS 1(47} 
YCS 1(48) 
YCS 1(49) 
YCS 1(50)

YESH2(47)
NO
NO

YES 2(50)

YCS 3(46) 
YCS 3(4.') 
YES 3(1) 
YES 3.49) 
YCS 3(50)

YCS 4(46) 
NO

YCS 4(4B) 
YCS 4J49)

NO 
YES 5 
YES 5 
YES 5 
YCS 5

«l

YCS 6(46) 
YES 6(47) 
YES 6(48) 
YCS 6(49) 
YCS 6(50)

YES 7(46) 
US  7(47) 
YES 7(43) 
YES 7(493 
U S  7(50)

YES 8(46) 
YES 8(47) 
YCS 8(48) 
YES 8(49) 
YES 0(50)

YES 9(46) 
YES 9 47 
YES 9(40) 
NO

YES 9(50)

NO ’.0(46) 
YES 10(47) 

no
YES 10(49) 

NO

HO 
NO 
NO 

U S  11 
NO It

12(41)
12(42)

YES 
YES 
U S  12(43 
YES 12 44 
YES 12(45

NO
YES 13(42) 

NO 
HO

YES 13(45)

YES 14(41)
YES 14 
YES 14 
YES Mi 
YES Mi

42)
43

45

YES 15(41) 
YES 15(42)
NO

YES 15(44) 
YES 15(45)

YES 16 
YES 16 
YES 16 
YCS 16 
YES 16

YES
YCS

12(46) 
12(47)mm i

YES 12(50)

YES 13(46) 110 14 46
n  13(47) YES 14(47)
YES 13(48) YES M(48YES 13(48) 
YES 13(49) 

NO

TIO 
YES 
YES 14(48) 

NO
YES 14(50)

YES^SUY)

ml
NO

YES 16(46) 
YES I6(b 
YES !«(•> 
YES IS b 
YES I6(«

YES 17(12) 
YES 17(13) 
YES 17(14) 

_YES 17(15) 

YES 17(16) 

YES 17(17) 
YES 17(181 
YES 17(19) 

NO

YES 16(24) 
YES 16(b)

YES 17(21) 
YES 17(22) 
YE1 
YES

Nl
wlli)

HO
YES 17(27) 
YES 17(28) 
YES 17(29) 
YES 17(30)

17(31) 
YES 17(37
YES .

7(37) 
YES 17(33)

VnEos «

YES 17(36) 
YES 17(37) 
NO 17(38) 
YES 17(39) 

NO

YES 17(41) 
NO 
HO

NO 17(44)
S 17(45)

41)

iii
4i) US P(45)

YCS 17(46)

d m .
NO



S o r o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k c  

j  N o r t h w e s t e r n  R e g i o n
S S o r  o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  of t h e  A m e r i c a s ,  I n c ,

P. 0, B o x  5 6 1  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

V

S e n a t o r  Vic  F i s c h e r  
C h a i r m a n ,  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

2 2 1  E ,  ? t h  A u e ,  # 2 0 A  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 0 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r ,

S o r o p t i m i s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  A n c h o r a g e  s u o o o r t s  a n d  u r g e s  
a d o p t i o n  b y  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  o f  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  o f  the  
s h o r t e s t  d u r a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  e n d  in n o  e v e n t  l o n g e r  t h a n  1 2 0  

d a y s  (p r e f e r a b l y  9 0  d a y s ) .  A n y  e x t e n s i o n  b e y o n d  1 2 0  d a y s  
( p r e f e r a b l y  9 0  d a y s )  s h o u l d  r e q u i r e  a 2 / 5  v o t e  o f  b o t h  
h o u s e s  a n d  i n c l u d e  a " l i m i t e d  c a l l "  p r o v i s i o n .  T/r/e e x t e n s i o n  

i t s e l f  s h o u l d  be f o r  a  s p e c i f i c  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s .  /

f t
P r e s i d e n t , S o r o p t  imis t  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  o f  A n c h o r a g e



S T A T E M E N T  O N  L I M I T I N G  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N

P r e s e n t e d  B y

K e i t h  S p e c k i n g ^  L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  

t o  t h e  G o v e r n o r

I n  m y  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e r v i c e ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  '

o n e  s e s s i o n  w h i c h  w a r r a n t e d  m o r e  t h a n  9 0  d a y s .  T h a t  w a s  t h e

f i r s t  s e s s i o n  d u r i n g  w h i c h  w e  s e t  u p  t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e

g o v e r n m e n t  - -  a n d  w e  d i d  t h a t  i n  b u t  8 4 .
• ’ 1 • '

I n a d e q u a t e  p a y  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  c o n c l u d e  o u r  w o r k  

e x p e d i t i o u s l y  i n  o r d e r  t g  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  

' e n d e a v o r s  a f f i r s t  i n s u r e d  r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  s e s s i o n s .  O v e r ,  

t i m e ,  t h i s  c h a n g e d .  T h e  s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y  w h i c h  p r e v a i l e d  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  d i m i n i s h e d .  I n c r e a s e d  p a y ,  b e n e f i t s ,  s t a f f . ,  

a n d  w o r k l o a d ,  c o m p o u n d e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  m a g n i t u d e  a n d  

c o m p l e x i t y  o f  i s s u e s ,  a l l  s e r v e d  t o  e x t e n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  

s e s s i o n s .  M o s t  r e c e n t l y ,  e p h e m e r a l  f u n d i n g  " s u r p l u s e s ' *  a n d  

r e s u l t a n t  a t t e m p t s  b y  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  i n t e r e s t s  t o  s e c u r e

i.
e v e r  l a r g e r  c u t s  o f  t h e  p i e ,  e n c u m b e r e d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i t h  

a  h o s t  o f  d e c i s i o n s  n o t  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h o s e  p r e v i o u s  

l e g i s l a t u r e s  w h i c h  h a d  n o  " s u r p l u s  f u n d s "  t o  d o l e  o u t .

I r o n i c a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i n  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  o u r  c u r r e n t  

" e a s y  m o n e y "  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  m a n y  h n v e  b e c o m e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

b o t h  a  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  s p e n d i n g  a n d  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  a r e  n o w  

i m p e r a t i v e .  G o n e ,  w i t h  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c o m e  t a x ,  a r e  ‘

c o n s t r a i n t s  i m p o s e d  b y  p u b l i c  i n d i g n a t i o n  a s  t o  h o w  w e  s p e n d  

t h e i r  t a x  d o l l a r s .  G o n e  1.8 t h e *  n e e d  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t

- i
. . . . .



d e v e l o p m e n t -  p r o j e c t s  m u s t  " p a y  t h e i r  o w n  w a y . "  G o n e  i s  t h e  

n e e d  t o  s a y  " n o "  t o  " w o r t h y  p r o j e c t s "  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  • 

m o n e y ' s  n o t  t h e r e .  . . .

A n y  l i m i t a t i l o n  o n  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  s h o u l d :

1 .  P r o v i d e  a m p l e  t i m e  t o  c o m p l e t e  w o r k  o n  c r u c i a l  m a t t e r s .
• • •■ . • <.

2 .  S e r v e  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  " l o g r o l l i n g "  n o r m a l l y  

r e q u i r e d  t o  b r i n g  s e s s i o n s  t o  c l o s e #  a n d  '

3 . P r o v i d e  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  . t h e  c u r r e n t  u n d u e  1 5  d a y  d e l a y  .

I .
b e f o r e  a  s e s s i o n  c o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d #  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  n o w

* • .• » i ,
w i t h  s p e c i a l  s e s s i o n s .

i
S o m e  y e a r s  a g o  I  p r o p o s e d  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l '  l i m i t a t i o n  o n  

s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  m e t  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  I  

i n t e n d  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  i t  t h i s  y e a r  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

•Phis w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a  s e s s i o n  l e n g t h  " t a r g e t "  o f  9 0  d a y s .  

I f  w o r k  o n  c r u c i a l  i s s u e s  w e r e  n o t  c o m p l e t e d  b y  t h e n #  o n l y  

w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r  e n d  l e a d e r s  o f  b o t h  

h o u s e s  c o u l d  a  s p e c i a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 5  d a y s  b e  

c a l l e d .  T h i s  c o u l d  r e c o n v e n e  w i t h i n  3  d a y s  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n ' s  c o n c l u s i o n .  S u b j e c t s  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  w o u l d  b e  

c o n f i n e d  t o  a  l i s t  o f  s p e c i f i c  m e a s u r e s  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  

g o v e r n o r  a n d  a  m a j o r i t y  o f  e a c h  h o u s e .



A s  w e ‘a l l  k n o w ,  w e e k s  a n d  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w e r e  a d d e d  

u n n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  m a n y  s e s s i o n s  u n d e r  a  s y s t e m  w h i c h  p e r m i t s  

a  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  f r u s t r a t e  t h e - w i l l  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  i n
i * • •

b e h a l f  o f  a n  i s s u e  o f  c r u c i a l  c o n c e r n  t o  h i m s e l f ,  . i f  9 0
*• . • .

d a y s  o n l y  w e r e  a l l o t t e d  f o r  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  - 

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e n  s u c h  " s p e c i a l  i s s u e s "  w o u l d  f a l l

t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k s ,  I  s u s p e c t  w e  w o u l d  s e l d o m  s e e  s e s s i o n s

*
o f  a g o n i s i n g l y  l o n g  d u r a t i o n .  E s p e c i a l l y  w o u l d  s u c h  b e  t h e  

c a s e  i f  t h e  s p e n d i n g  l i m i t a t i o n  p r o p o s a l  y o u  p a s s e d  l a s t  : •

y e a r  w e r e  a l s o  a d o p t e d .

• * * • » 

C e r t a i n l y  w i t h  t h e  a b u n d a n t  i n c r e a s e  I n  s t a f f  a n d  i n t e r i m

c o m m i t t e e ,  a c t i v i t y  i t  w o u l d  s e e m  t h a t  a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  s e s s i o n

l e n g t h  w o u l d  h a v e  r e s u l t e d .  T h a t  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e

h a p p e n e d ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  i s  v e r y  s i m p l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t

I I ' • ‘i : •
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  I n o  s e l f  i m p o s e d  p r e - s e s s i o n  t a r g e t  f o r  e i t h e r

• * •

s p e n d i n g  o r  l e n g t h  u p o n  w h i c h  a l l  p a r t i e s  c a n  a g r e e .

• • • • •
11 1 • » •

F e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s e l f  d i s c i p l i n e  t o

• * * i *

e s t a b l i s h  s u c h  t a r g e t s  a n d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e m  a b s o l u t e l y #  u n l e s s  

a b s o l u t e l y  c o m p e l l e d  t o  d o  s o .  H o w  t h e n  c a n  w e  p o s s i b l y  

e x p e c t  a  g r o u p  o f  6 0  t o  d o  s o ?

9 . * * * » ’
* • * « *• •

■ A  p u b l i c  a d v i s o r y  v o t e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  p u b l i c ' s

o v e r w h e l m i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  s e s s i o n  l i m i t a t i o n .  T h o s e  w h o  

d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h a  c o n c e p t  s h o u l d  a r g u e  t h e i r  c a s e  t o  t h e

t • ''

p u b l i c #  n o t  d e n y  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s e t  t h e  t e r m s  a n d

»

-3- • .
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Irghhture convenes* IJmltathmState or othet , • — - on h-ngi/i
____ jo rial jetton Year______ Month •_____ *____ of moon____

£fAlitrim««ii •A«buiI ‘’‘'t'-'-iApr. . t 3rd Tori, («.b) * 30 I. in 105 C
•ta. •••  - Ftb:^JIllTuc. -»

“'Jin.''-;/ :. • 2nd Tuei.(c)
AUtkt  .... Annual Jan. Jrd Mnn.(a) None

f • 9 r ^ r j 5 r A £ > M*{•}'Arkanuft  ... 1 .. Oddlf) • ••’•». ■ Jan. • . . 2ml Mon.. «*f»
California.,,.....  I>cn(h) Ike Itl Mun. Nunc

Colorado.... . Annuaki) Jan. Wed. after Itl Tuei. None
Cnnnrclloil....... Annual(i) Odd: Jan. Wed. after lit Mon. (j)

Even: Feb. Wed. after lit Mon. fil
Delaware..... . AnnuaKk) Jan. 2nd Tuei. June 30

ir;:n«w. .v....iiiVjAnnuii *-To... »r.«r im.m.o«,<«’;•;i'iiii60ooi
*, ‘I • V.v.; -fr *•*“' . .. • **• •
Hawaii...... . Annual(k) Jan. Jrd Wed. M UD
Idaho .......i.pMMi.L . Annual Jan. . . Mon. on or neareil 9th day,**,--None ... .
HlllM>la..V,‘;%j.f-;tuiWlv ;Ar.fluakk)$i)*..i?Jan. j*. 2nd Wed. \‘l ';•»•*; :-'None h
Indiana • Annuir *' '; ;j 'Jan. 2nd Mon.(h) * * Odd: 61 I. or Apr. 30

Even: 30 I. nr Mar. 13
Iowa  ....  Annual(k) Jan. 2nd Mon. Nonc(m)

Kanua  ... . Annual(k) Jan. 2nd Mon. Odd: none
, Even: 90 CIO

Krntueky ............. Even Jan. Tuei. after lit Mon. fO I.
»»-l.oul»lana ;}Uî M..veî r) Annual •'"iTR'Ss'Apr/????'!! Jrd Mon. M) I. in 13 C
U M.lnt .v. " Evenlh) ,tv D*/ * III Wed. None

Evenli) Jan. lit Wed. after lit Tuet.
Maryland   Annual Jan. 2nd Wed. 90 Clf.n)

MatuchuMH*......... Annual Jan. lit Wed. None
Michigan  ..  Annual(k) Jan. lit Wed. None
Minncaola  .... Odd(o) Jan. Tuei. after lit Mon. 120 I. or lit Mnn.

l|MUili»lppl.li... • Annual 'I . Jan. ‘ . Tuei. after lit Mon. .. i;.Vj:».U* (f.nl '
Mlisiuri...   Annual Jan. Wed. after lit Mon. Odd: June 30

Even: May 15

Montana..... . Odd Jan. lit Mon. 90 1.
Nrbraika  ....  Annual(k) Jan. lit Wed. after III Mon. Odd: 90 MO

, ..... Even: A0 L(f)
./INu.d. ...i....‘././.({'Odd ’’ Jrd Mon? T 60 Cln)
Nrw llampihlre ....... Odd ‘Jan. " lit Wed. after In Tuci.(b) (m)
Ntw Jmrjr..,......... Annual Jan. 2nd Twci. None

New Mcilea .......... Annuaki) Jan. Jrd Tuei. Odd:60C
Even: 30 C

New York........ . Annuakk) Jan. Wed. after lit M o n , N o n e
V'NorllTCaroltna ....‘.'.‘ir*.' Odd(o) * 'JV'* Jan.#V  • .*• Wed. after 2nd Monf* None
North Dakota * Odd * ** Jan. “ • • ‘ lit Mon.(b.q) 80 N
Ohio  ... . Annual Jan. . liiMon.(q) None

P .tU a r jeulnrU

Ughhtlore may lalli
. ' v -
I s g l i L i h i r r  m a r  

i l e t r r  m i n e  s u b je c t

Umitathm 
tm length 
of snthtn

No 2/3 vutc each houie 12 1. in .IOC

2/3 vole of tnemhenhip YeUd) J0C
Petition 2. J mcmhen. each houie Yetld) None

No III Nonelg)
No Nu None

Vine 2/3 memben. each houie Vnldl None
No No None

Jl. call, pieiiding oineeri, bnlh houtei Yei None
Jt. call, prctiding nfficcn, bnlh hnuiei Yei 20CII)
Petition 3/5 memben. each houie Yeild) (1)
Petition Tl3 memben. each houte Yei 30 131)

Nn No 30 C
Jl. all. prtiidina officcri, both hoUKf Yei None

No . Yn 30 1. in 40 C

Petition 2/3 memben. each houie Yei None

Petition to governor of 2/3 member!, each houie Yei None

No No None
Petition majority, each houie Yei(d) 30 C

Vole of majority of each pany, each houie YeUd) None

Petition majority, each houie Ye. JOC

Yei . , Ye. None
No No None
No Yei None

No No None
No No 60 C

Petition majority, each houie Yei None
Petition 2/3 memben Yei None

No No 20 C(m)
Vei Yei None(m)

Petition majority, each houie Yei None

Petition 3/5 memben. each houie Yeild) 30 0
Petition 3/3 memben, each houie YeiCdl None
Petition 3/5 memben. ueh houie Yei None

Nn Yei None
Jl. all. prciiding ofliccn, both houiei Yei None

(•Oklahoma , . Annuakk) . *• ’a Jan.
Ongon ............... Odd Jan.
Pcnniylvanla...... Annuakk) Jan.
Rhodr Itland.......... Annual(k) Jan.
Ŝoulh Carolina vi»'T* Annuakk)’-;'.* jiJiny •;

South Dakota  ...  Annual Jan.

Ttnnrorc .......I Odd(o) Jan.
Tran.........,,.,,... Odd Jan.
Utah .t ; . . v . A n n u a k i ) J a n i

Virmonl.............. Oddlo) Jan.

r-.VI,|lnU>r.!;:̂|f)J'.T<'';,AnnuiKkl :-r-

Waihlnglon......  Annual Jin.

Weil Virginia.......... Annual Jin.
Wlituniln..,......„,A., ..Annuil ....
uWtomlni n̂nualfl),:|-, ;[! Jan. fĵt1

Tuei. after lit Man. 
2nd Mon.
In Tuei.
Ill Tuei.
ind'Tuci.(b) r . '

;. 90 I. •• 
None ! None 
60 I.(ml 

"| None r ,,
Odd: Tuet, alter Jrd Mon. 45 I.
Even: Tucr. alter III Mun. JO I.
Ill Tuei.(b) 90 Urn)

•••-'•iSd Mon. OdjfMC'A!
' ' .......  p’Ewn: 20 £.>•*

Wed. alter In Mon. N'onclm)

■V.'V'M Wed.i;.!5il?\>aî J.\Ei-eti:'40 OOy 
<*;Odd:J0 C(0',̂ ' 

2nd Mon. Odd: 105 C
Even: (0 C

2nd Wcd.lrl . (OCII. n)
..... In Tuei. after Jan. 1(0 None
•■I m

No
I’ctllinn mijority. each home 
I’elillun mijarily, each houie 

Nn 
No

No

I'etitlon 2/3 mctnhcii.each houie 
No 
No

No

Trillion 2/5 mrmbcii. each huuie

Petition 2/5 memben. each houie

Petition J/5 memben. each houie 
No 
No

No None
Yei None
No None
No None
Yei None

No None

Yei J0(m)
No JOC
No JOC

Yet None

Yei None

Yei JOC

Yei(a) None
No None
Yei None



o

1 J f  JT l'Jf » . ,  M
 .

Kentucky 
Louisiana (I) ...
Main* .............
Maryland (I) ...

Massachusetts . 
Michigan .......
Minnesota .
Mkilitlppl......
Missouri....

Montana........
Nebraska....
Nevada  ..
Nn* Hampshire . 
New Jcrvry...

W

New Mexico ....
New York....
North Carolina .. 
North Dakota ... 
Ohio......

*(q )

♦(q)
♦

* (q )

*

• id

•(d)

•(d)

*(y>

•W)

(■b)
♦(d)

3

10
10
10(0to
6

I0(i)
(4(0

5
13(0

3(0
3
5
3
10(0
3
10
(•b)
3
10

30 A(i) 30 A(0 2/3 cktt*d July I (n)

10 P ... 2/Jckctcd
10 A ... Majority elected
20 P(0 • •• 2/3 elected
(m) ... 2/3 pmcnt
30 P(m) ... 3/3 elected

15 P(m) 
43 P(m.t)

23 A(0
. .r a .
: lo a

*3A(ia)

(*b) 
13 A 
10 A

Upon publication 
90 dayi after adjournment 
60 diyt after adjournment 
90 days after adjournment 
June l(u)

10 P 2/3 present 90 days
14 P(0 2/3 elected k Krvtnf 90 dap *tur adjournment
14 P 2/3 elected Auj. I(v)
... 2/3 elected 60 days

2/3 elected 9C dayi after adjouramenl(tr.J>

2/3 present(e) July I
• ... : 3/3 elected 3 mo. after adjournment

2/3 elected July!
, 3P 2/3 elected ' 60 days
43 A(aa) 2/3 elected July 4

20 A 2/3 pmcnt 90 dayr after adjoummrnt(v)
30 A(f) 2/3 elected 20 days
(•b) ... 30 dayi after adjournment

... 2/3 elected July I
3/3 elected 90 days after filed with secretary of Stitt

: • . * * c‘. s • • - - '
Oklahoma......I... • a 2 r 13 A 2/3 ekcted(e)
Orrgon.......... t- a • 3 . -20 A ... • 2/3 present
Pennsylvania ........ ♦ ... ♦(d) ICH0 - • ^ AC2 . M 2/3 elected
Rhode Island....... 6 16 A(C • •• 3/3 present
South Carolina.. .. • ... • « 3 (m) ... 2/3 present

«r ar • a 5 13 A ... 2/3 elected
Tennessee........ . * ♦(d) 10 10 A ... Majority elected

ft • a 10 20 A ... 2/3 present
Utah............ * a 5 10 A . .. 2/3 elected
Vermont.......... • ... ... ... 3 ... 3 A 2/J present

Virginia.......... * * a 7(0 **. ". . . * ’ 30A(f) 2/3 prcsent(ae)
Washington........ a a 3 . 20 A ... , 2/3 present
West Virginia....... ♦ •(d) •a. 3 A5 A(«d) ... Majority ekcted(e)
Wisconsin....... w ft a * € • •» 6 P 2/3 presort
Wyoming ....;... . ♦ a a ... 3 - • 15 AM ... 2/3 elected

American Samoa.... • * ft 10 30 P 2/3 ckclcd
Guam........... • 10 30 P 14 members
Mariana Islands ...... ft 10 )0 . •. 3/4 elected
Puerto Rleo........ ... •(d) a 10 30 P(Q 2/3 elected
Virgin Islands..... ... a a a 10 ... 30 P(l) 2/3 elected

U-S Congress ........... ... ... ... ... 10 ... 10 P 2/3 present

' VO days after adjournment • 
90 day; after adjournment • 
60 days
10 davi after adjournment 70 daya
July t(n)
40 dayi
90 dayi after adjournment 
60 days after adjournment 
July I

III da; <* 4th mo. after adjournment
V) d«/i after adjournment
90 oayi after final parsagc by k|itlatur«
Upon publication
Immediately

Specified in act 
13 daya (w)

Immediately

Ker:
P- days after presentation to governor 
A- days after adjournment of legislature 

(a) Sundays excluded. # ,
jb) 11*11 ii tclurned to house of origin with objection*.
(c) Penal act*. 60 dayi.
(d) The governor can alio reduce iicrm in appropriations measures.
_ («) Revenue and appropriations bills. Alaska; 2/3 elected. Illinois: appropriation 

majority elected. Montana: 3/3. Oklahoma: emergency bills. 3/4. Weil Virginia: budget and supplementary
reductions.

appropriations. 2/3 elected.
(0 Sundays included.
If) Regular sessions: th; last day which cither house may pats a bill (except statutes calling ckilions, 

statutes provding for lax levies or appropriations fur usual current expenses of the state, and urgency 
statutes) is August 31 of cvrnmumbered years. All bills given lo the governor during the 12 days prior to
August 31 of that year become law unless vetoed by September 30. Special sessions: 12 days.

(h) Regular aessinns: January I next following 90-day period from dale of enactment. Special
sessions: 9l»l day after adjournment.

(i) Except Sundays and kgal holidays. llawaiitcxceptSaiuidays.Sundays,holidays.andanydaysin 
which the legislature is in rtcris prior to adjournment.

0) Special acts: immediately.
(k) Only hy originating house.
(I) Constitution withholds right to veto constitutional amendments.
(in) llills vetoed after adjournment shall be returned In the legislature for reconsideration. Georgia:

returned within )3daysfrnm the date of adjournment for reconsideration within the first 10 days of the nest 
session. Maine: *eturned within 3 days after the next mcctingof the same legislature uhich enacted the hill m 
resolution Maryland: reennsiderrd at the next meeting of the same General Assembly. Mississippi, returned 
within 3 day s after the beg inning of the next session. Missouri: hills relumed within 4 days of adjournment or 
bier in lirvt sewion are considered at beginning of 2nd session. Mills relumed in second «cs«ion arc 
considered n automatic veto session held for no more than 10 d.iy« beginning on the first Wednesday 
Inflowing the fust Monday m September. South Carolina: within 2 davs after the next meeting.

(n) Effective date for arts which become law on or after July I. Georgia January I Idaho spinal
toviunt. (O days after adjournment. Illinois: July I of next cakmbr year. low*, special sessions, V0 dais 
after adjournment. South Dakota: 91st day after adjourninent.

(0) TSe governor can only reduce items in the executive appropriations measures. The governor caa 
neither reduce nor item veto items m the legislative or judicial buigtti. but he may veto the budget as fe 
whole.

(p) The governor must notify the kgklaturc I0daysbcforcthc43ihdayof his intent tovitoa measure 
on that day. The legislature may convene on 4Jih day after adjournment lo consider vetoed measures. If the 
legislature tails to reconvene, the bill does nnl become law. If (he legislature reconvenes, it may pats the 
measure over the governor’s veto or il may amend the law to meet the governor's objections. If the law h 
amended, the governor must sign lhr bill within 10 days after it is presented to him for il lo become 'aw. 

(q) Amendatory veto.
(r) Any law may have another cffecilvc date specified. Bills passed after June 30 which specify ar, 

earlier effective dale must receive the approval of J/5 of the members ckcied to each house.
(s) The governor must sign or veto all bills presented to him. Iu»a‘ during the Ian three days of the 

session. M,isou»i:if the governor fails to return theapproved or vetoed Sill, the »rgiiiature by joint resolution 
may direct the enrollment of the bill and it becomes law.

(1) Item veto on supplementary approptialion bills and capitol construction bill only. The genetal 
appropriation b II may not be vctoco.

(u) llills passed over governor's veto arc cfTcciivc n )G days nr on dale specified in bill, whichever ii
b u r .  _ s .(v) Appropriations acts. Minnesota: July t Missouri: immediately. New Mexico: immediately, 

(w) All laws require approval by Secretary of Interior.
(a) In event uf a recess of 30 days nr more, legislature may prescribe by joint resolution that la*t 

previous!) passed and not effective shall take effect 90 days from beginning of revest.
(y) No appr* p.iation can be made in excess of the recommendations contained in the governor 

budget urlra b; a 2/3 vote. The caeca is nut subject to veto hy the governor.
|<) .muse of origin is in tempoiary adjournment on the 10th day (Sundays excepted) aftci 

prev, nitii jn tugnvrrnnr. hill becomes Uwonday houseol origin reconverts unless returned by govcrnomn 
that day.

(aa) Bills not signed hy governor do not become law if the 4jth duy after adjournment sine die cnmci 
after the end of the legislative year.

.(ah) Governor hax nn approval or veto power, 
(at) Including majority ekctrd 
(xd) hive days (of appropriations hills.
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