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F e b r u a r y  25, 1982 Senate
SENATOR MIKE COLLETTA

The H o n o r a b l e  V i c t o r  Fischer 
Ch a irman
State Affairs Committee 
P o u c h  V
J u neau, Ak 99811 

Dear Senator Fischer:

En c l o s e d  is a copy of a poll c o n d ucted by Dave D i ttman for the 
Free C o m m i t t e e  showing c o n c l u s i v e l y  that Alaskans favor limiting 
the terms of legislators.

Based on the o v e r w h e l m i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  contained in the poll, I 
urge you to s c h e d u l e  h e a i i n g s  as soon as possi b l e  on Senate Joint 
Resolution 55, which I introd u c e d  e a r l i e r  this session.

The resolution, which must pass this session to gain a spot on 
the 1982 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  ballot, would limit the n umber of terms 
a l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  serve to four c o n s e c u t i v e  terms in the House and 
two c o n s e c u t i v e  terms in the Senate.

N o t hing in the r e s o l u t i o n  p r e v e n t s  an incumbent from running for 
of f i c e  in the o p p o s i t e  house a f t e r  serving the m a x i m u m  time in one 
body, or to sit out a term and seek e l e c t i o n  to his former seat.

I just feel it is good b u s i n e s s  p r a c t i c e  to rotate people, before 
old h a b i t s  set in. And a p p a r e n t l y  Alaskans hold the same opinion. 
Of the 455 p e r s o n s  interv i e w e d  in 51 c o m m u n i t i e s  across the state, 
62 p e r c e n t  favored limiting the terms cf legislators. The trend 
was c o n s i s t e n t  among A l a skans of all ages, b a c k g r o u n d  and areas 
of the state.

Again, I r e q u e s t  that you take up S j R  55 as soon as possible, in 
o r d e r  to a l l o w  the p ublic ample time to testify on this matter.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Mike Colletta

cc: all L e g i s l a t o r s
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S U R V E Y  A C C U R A C Y

T h e  D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  r e c o g n i z e d  in 1 9 7 8  as o n e  

of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  o r­

g a n i z a t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  a n a t i o n - w i d e  c o m p a r i s o n  of p u b l i s h e d  

p r e - e l e c t i o n  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s ,  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e d  the r e p u t a t i o n  

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1 9 8 0  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n s  in A l a s k a .  T h e  f i n a l  

p r e - e l e c t i o n  s t a t e - w i d e  s u r v e y  p u b l i s h e d  in The A n c h o r a g e  

T i m e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  w o u l d  d e f e a t  C l a r k  G r u e n i n g  

by 8% a n d  b e c o m e  A l a s k a ' s  n e w  U . S .  S e n a t o r .  A f t e r  a l l  c h a l­

l e n g e d  a n d  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  w e r e  c o u n t e d ,  the c e r t i f i e d  r e s u l t s  

r e v e a l e d  M u r k o w s k i  h a d  d e f e a t e d  G r u e n i n g  b y  8 . 0 0 2 % .
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METHODOLOGY

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  F e b r u a r y  27 -  March 5 ,  1 9 8 1 ,  r e s i d e n t s  
o f  t h e  s a m p le  l o c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  were  

p e r s o n a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  by t e l e p h o n e  by p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w i n g  

e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  C o r p o r a t i o n .  The v i e w s  and 

o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w ere  r e c o r d e d  on a number 

o f  t o p i c s  on a s t r i c t l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  b a s i s .

R e s e a r c h  d e s i g n -  A random s a m p le  d e s i g n  was f e a t u r e d  w h ich  

p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  s u r v e y  had  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same c h a n c e  o f  b e i n g  

i n t e r v i e w e d .  The s a m p l e  was a p p o r t i o n e d  b a s e d  on t h e  p o p ­

u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n c l u d e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

S am p le  s e l e c t i o n -  The A n c h o r a g e  s a m p le  was s e l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  

a c o m p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d  random d i g i t  d i a l i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  A n c h o r a g e  due to  a 40% r a t e  

o f  u n p u b l i s h e d  and u n l i s t e d  n u m b e r s .

The sa .  p i e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  s t a t e - w i d e  was r a n d o m ly  

s e l e c t e d  f rom  c u r r e n t  t e l e p h o n e  s u b s c r i b e r s  l i s t e d  in  th e  

m os t  r e c e n t  t e l e p n o n e  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  e a c h  c o m m u n i ty .  In  t h e s e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n - l i s t e d  n u m b e rs  d o e s  n o t  
e x c e e d  1 0 %.
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PROCESSING THE DATA-

D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  E m p lo y e e s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  c o d i n g  and 

e d i t i n g ,  w h i l e  a l l  k e y - p u n c h i n g ,  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  and d a t a  

p r o c e s s i n g  was c o m p l e t e d  by B o e in g  C om pute r  S e r v i c e s  

Company t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  P a c k a g e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  

S c i e n c e s  (SPSS) p r o g r a m s .  The SPSS p a c k a g e  i s  one o f  t h e  

m o s t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e s e a r c h - o r i e n t e d  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  and 

a n a l y t i c a l  s y s t e m s  a v a i l a b l e ,  and i s  d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i  • ' l l y  

f o r  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  and a n a l y s i s  o f  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  d a t a .



SAMPLE LOCATIONS

S am ple  p o i n t s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  

i n  s u c h  a m a n n e r  t h a t  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o v e r  18 h a v e  e s s e n t i a l l y  

t h e  same o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n v o l v e m e n t .  S a m p le s  a r e  d rawn from 

51 A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .





—
     . .   ..............

“ * R U L T I - Q U E S T  9 / D I T T P A W  R E S E A R C H  C C R P / h A R C H  1 9 8 1  8 1 / 0 2

F J L  r MULTI 9 (CREATION DATE = 8 1 / 0 3 / 1 0 . )

»••• L O C A T I O N

*  *  • *  * * *  *  * C  R 0 S S T A B U L A T I O K  O F  *  *

B Y  L E G T E R M S

- L E G I E R £ s

•

!::::
I::: C O U N T
SST R O W P C T N - R F A V C R O P P O S E R O W

t o t a l  ,  ......................

f £ r. I 1 2
1  a# >  ^  A ^ '

i':::
i

L O C A T I O N

1 A T 1 7 1 3

n: R U R A L 1 1 . P. I 5  0 . 0

1
w

|
C

o
,

I  7 . 5
r.Vv - —  I
. . . . 2 8 I A 1 2 9 I  7 8

C E N T R A L 1 0 . 3 I 5 2 . 6 3 7 . 2 I  1 7 . 1

:::: - - - I
i A I 3 8 1 5 I  5 7

S C E N T R L 7  •  C TA 6 6 . 7 2 6 . 3 I  1 2 . 5
r.\. —  I

A 1 1 I 1 3 7 5 2 I  2 C  0
..... A N' CH 5 . 5 I 6  8 . 3 2 6 . C I  A A •  0

mm “ I —  I
c 8 I 5 1 2 9 I  8 6

»••• S C U T H E S T
—

7 . 0 I 5 5 . 3 3 3 . 7 I  1 8 . 5  

" - 1
. . . . ______ . C O L U M N - 3 3 2 8  A . 1 3 8 . A 5 5

T O T A L 7 . 3 6 2 . A 3 0 . 3 1 P 0 .  c



g F1 LE!_._ MULTI? (CREATION DATE =__ 81/C3/1& .)

* * ★ * *  +  ★ * * ★ + * * * ■ * * ★ • *  C R O S S T  A B U L A T I O N  O F  *  *  

r _    T I M E I N A K ________________________________________________________________________________________E Y___ L E  G T  E RKS.________________
5  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  H r * * * * * * * * * * * * *

M —̂ " COUNT 
RCW PCT
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