


Senate

Committee on S ta te  Affairs

Official Business

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M a r c h  12, 1 9 8 1  B e h r e n d s  B l d g .

1 : 3 0  p. m .  F i r s t  F l o o r

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T : S E N A T O R  F I S C H E R ,  C H A I R

S E N A T O R  B R A D L E Y  
S E N A T O R  E L I A S O N

A G E N D A : S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  15 " R e l a t i n g  to e q u a l  f e d e r a l
i n c o m e  t a x a t i o n  of m a r r i e d  p e r s o n s . "

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  17 " R e l a t i n g  to the o p e r a t i o n  

of a m a n n e d  w e a t h e r  s t a t i o n  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  

S e r v i c e  at U n a l a k l e e t . "

S E N A T E  J O I N T  R E S O L U T I O N  18 " R e q u e s t i n g  the P r e s i d e n t  to 

d i r e c t  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r  for the e x t e n ­
s i o n  of the A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  to the C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r . "

C O N F I R M A T I O N  OF A P P O I N T M E N T S  C o n s i d e r a t i o n  of the G o v e r ­

n o r ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t s  to v a r i o u s  b o a r d s  and c o m m i s s i o n s .  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

C h a i r m a n  F i s c h e r  c a l l e d  the m e e t i n g  to o r d e r  at 1 : 4 0  w i t h  m e m b e r s  

S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y  a n d  S e n a t o r  E l l a s o n  in a t t e n d a n c e .

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  15

S u s a n  C l a r k t e s t i f i e d  in f a v o r  of the m e a s u r e ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  it a d d r e s ­

ses  the i s s u e  w h i c h  w a s  t h i r d  p r i o r i t y  at the W h i t e  H o u s e  C o n f e r e n c e  
on F a m i l i e s .  S h e  o u t l i n e d  a l l  of the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  e m e r g e d  

f r o m  t h a t  W h i t e  H o u s e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  e q u i t a b l e  e c o n o m i c  t r e a t­
m e n t  of h o m e m a k e r s ,  p e r s o n n e l  p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  b i a s e s .

T h e  C h a i r  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  S u s a n  C l a r k  f o l l o w  up w i t h  the S t a t e  

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  s t a f f  on t h o s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  " g e n e r a l l y  
a c c e p t e d " .

S e n a t o r  C h a r l i e  P a r r , p r i m e  s p o n s o r  of S J R  15, p r o v i d e d  t e s t i m o n y  on 

the m e a s u r e ,  t o u c h i n g  b r i e f l y  on the " m a r r i a g e  p e n a l t y "  a n d  the 
c h a n g e s  m a d e  in the A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s  to r e d u c e  t h i s  p e n a l t y  on the 

s t a t e  l e v e l .  S e n a t o r  P a r r  g a v e  the h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  w h i c h  led



to C o n g r e s s  p a s s i n g  a m e a s u r e  w h i c h  c a u s e d  m a r r i e d  p e r s o n s  to f a r e  

l e s s  w e l l  t h a n  s i n g l e  p e r s o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  g r a d u a t e d  i n c o m e  

tax. C u r r e n t l y ,  m a r r i e d  p e r s o n s  f i l i n g  s e p a r a t e l y  p a y  m o r e  t h a n  
if f i l i n g  j o i n t l y ,  w h i c h ,  in tur n ,  is m o r e  t h a n  t h e y  w o u l d  p a y  if 
t h e y  w e r e  n o t  m a r r i e d .

S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y  r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  n o  f u r t h e r  t e s t i m o n y ,  
t h e  m e a s u r e  be p a s s e d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of the c o m m i t t e e  r e c o m ­

m e n d i n g  t h a t  it do p a s s .  T h e r e  b e i n g  no o b j e c t i o n ,  it w a s  so 
. o r d e r e d .

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  17

S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n , p r i m e  s p o n s o r  of t h i s  m e a s u r e  a d v o c a t i n g  c o n t i n u ­

i n g  o p e r a t i o n  of a s t a f f e d  w e a t h e r  s t a t i o n  at U n a l a k l e e t ,  s p o k e  
b r i e f l y  w i t h  t h e  C h a i r ,  b u t  w a s  u n a b l e  to s t a y  to p r o v i d e  f o r m a l  

t e s t i m o n y .  He p r o v i d e d  the c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  a l e t t e r  a d d r e s s i n g

t h e  i s s u e  f r o m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  H e r b e r t  I v a n o f f  of the C i t y  of U n a ­

l a k l e e t .  T h e  l e t t e r  a d v o c a t e d  c o n t i n u e d  s t a f f i n g  of t h e  s t a t i o n ,  
w h i c h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  B u r e a u  p l a n n e d  to h a v e  go " r e m o t e " .

(The l e t t e r  w a s  d i r e c t e d  to the N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e . )

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  d i s c u s s e d  p r o p o s e d  l a n g u a g e  c h a n g e s  d e s i g n e d  
to " d e - s e x "  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  (e.g. c h a n g i n g  " m a n n e d "  to " s t a f f e d " ) .

S u s a n  C l a r k , r e p r e s e n t i n g  the A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of U n i v e r s i t y  

W o m e n ,  a p p l a u d e d  the c o m m i t t e e ' s  s e n s i t i v i t y  and w i l l i n g n e s s  to 

c h a n g e  the w o r d i n g  of the l a w  co a p p l y  to b o t h  m e n  a n d  w o m e n .  She
f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  d i r e c t i o n  s h o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  to p e r s o n s

w r i t i n g  s t a t u t e s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i o n ,  as the n e e d  for c o n t i n u i t y  
c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e s  u s e  of " h e "  or "it " .

T h e r e  w a s  a b r i e f  d i g r e s s i o n  on the s u b j e c t  of l a n g u a g e  c h a n g e s  

b e i n g  m a d e  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d  in r e l i g i o u s  t e x t s ,  f r o m  h y m n a l s  to b o o k s
of p r a y e r ,  and t r e a t i s e s .

S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y  a d v o c a t e d  the n e e d  to o r i g i n a t e  n e u t e r  p r o n o u n s
for u s e  in l e g a l  l a n g u a g e  and l e g a l  t e x t s .

T h e  C h a i r  d r e w  the c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s '  a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  b i l l  c u r r e n t ­
ly b e f o r e  the S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  a l l  
n e w  b i l l s  to r e f l e c t  g e n d e r l e s s  l a n g u a g e .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a m e n d e d  S J R  17 to r e f l e c t  g e n d e r l e s s  l a n g u a g e ,  
a n d  S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y  m o v e d  that the m e a s u r e  be p a s s e d  ou t ,  as a m e n d e d ,  
w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  It w a s  so o r d e r e d .

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  18

L e s l i e  " R e d "  S w a n s o n , s p e c i a l  v o l u n t a r y  c o n s u l t a n t  to S e n a t o r  llohman,



S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  

3 / 1 2 / 8 1  M i n u t e s  

P a g e  T h r e e

p r i m e  s p o n s o r  of the r e s o l u t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  t e s t i m o n y  in s u p p o r t  
of t h e  m e a s u r e .  S e n a t o r  H o h m a n  a s k e d  M r .  S w a n s o n  to s p e a k  in 

b e h a l f  of t h e  m e a s u r e ,  w h i c h  " R e d "  h a d  h e l p e d  to d r a f t ,  a n d  w h i c h  
h a d  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  at h i s  r e q u e s t .

Mr. S w a n s o n  p r o v i d e d  a " t h u m b n a i l  s k e t c h "  of t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

h i s t o r y  of the r a i l r o a d  in A l a s k a  a n d  of h i s  o w n  i n v o l v e m e n t  in 

t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  s i n o  1968. He o u t l i n e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

v a r i o u s  p l a n s  a n d  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  e m p h a s i z e d  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  U. S. 
a n d  C a n a d i a n  j o i n t  e f f o r t s .

M u c h  of t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  l a i d  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

a r a i l r o a d  to the C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r ;  the r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t s  t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  to e x e r c i s e  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  (and to 
e x p e d i t e  t h i n g s )  by d e c l a r i n g  up to 10 0 0  m i l e s  of r a i l r o a d  c o r ­
r i d o r s  in A l a s k a .

T h e  C h a i r  i n q u i r e d  w h y  t h e  r e s o l v e  r e q u e s t s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  to 

d i r e c t  the S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  I n t e r i o r  to act, r a t h e r  t h a n  r e q u e s t i n g  

the S e c r e t a r y  of the I n t e r J o r  d i r e c t l y  to act. Mr. S w a n s o n  r e s p o n d e d  
t h a t  the a u t h o r i t y  w a s  d e l e g a t e d  to the P r e s i d e n t ,  t h a t  the P r e s i d e n t  
h a s  the s o l e  a u t h o r i t y .

Mr. S w a n s o n  d i s c u s s e d  var.ious p o t e n t i a l  l a n g u a g e  c h a n g e s  w i t h  m e m b e r s  

of the c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  m e a s u r e  w a s  h e l d  o v e r  for f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

C o n f i r m a t i o n  of a p p o i n t m e n t s

C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  r e s u m e s  for p e r s o n s  a p p o i n t e d  

by the G o v e r n o r  to v a r i o u s  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a 
n u m b e r  of c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  o b j e c t i n g  to the a p p o i n t m e n t  of 
Don D e n n i s  to the A t h l e t i c  C o m m i s s i o n .

C h a i r m a n  F i s c h e r  r e q u e s t e d  that the c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  e x a m i n e  the 

i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  (as S e n a t o r  B r a d l e y  h a s  j u s t  l e f t ,  and 

t h e r e  w a s  no l o n g e r  a q u o r u m  for c o n d u c t i n g  b u s i n e s s )  t a k e  it up 
a g a i n  at a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n .

T h e  m e e t i n g  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  at 2:2 0 .
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MAILING ADDRESS a  OFFICE 

197 SOUTH FRANKLIN ST. 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99BO I 

9 0 7  5 8 6 - 2 6 2 0

Rodge r Painter
E x e c u tiv e  D irec to r RESOLUTION 81-12

March 12, 1981

WHEREAS Alaska is-blessed with abundant renewable resources, including 
hydroelectric potential and fisheries; and

WHEREAS Alaska is embarking on ? comprehensive program to develop 
hydroelectric sites for the benefit of all Alaskans; and

WHEREAS Alaska has the technology and funds to develop hydroelectric 
power without harming the valuable fisheries resources; and

WHEREAS imprudent development of Alaska's hydroelectric potential could 
seriously damage Alaska's fishing industry and the lifestyle of 
Alaska's citizens,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that:

1) United Fishermen of Alaska supports a public policy that allows 
for development of hydroelectric potential on river systems that 
do not support major anadromous fish runs if such options are
at al1 feasible and,

2) United Fishermen of Alaska urges the Governor and Legislature to 
proceed with the utmost caution on projects that involve river 
systems with significant anadromous fish runs to assure that 
fisheries values are not adversely affected, and that the mistakes 
made on the Columbia River are not repeated in Alaska.



OF ALASKA

MAILING ADDRESS & OFFICE 

197 SOUTH FRANKLIN ST 

JUNEAU. ALASKA 99BO I 

9 0 7  5 8 6 - 2 8 2 0

RESOLUTION 81-25 
March 11, 1981

Rodger Painter
E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r

WHEREAS the Stikine River is one of the largest salmon producers in 
Southeast Alaska with a current run of approximately 400,000 fish 
and also supports groundfish, shrimp, crab and eulachon; and

WHEREAS the British Columbia Power and Hydro Authority is studying 
a hydroelectric power complex of 5 dams on the Stikine and Iskut 
Rivers which would be among the world's largest hydro projects; and

WHEREAS the changes in temperature flow, sediment and nitrogen levels 
of the river estuary caused by this project could have severe impact 
on the Stikine River fisheries; and

WHEREAS studies of the project by B.C. Hydro are nearing completion 
and applications to the Canadian government for licensing could be 
made in 1982; and

ary \WHEREAS the Stikine is covered under international treaties (Boundary 
Waters Treaty of 1909 and the Navigable Waterways Treaty of 1871) which \ 
apply to actions taken on the waterway by one country that could affect y 
the interest of the other; and

WHEREAS information on possible effects of the dam on U.S. fisheries 
is needed in order fur Alaska and the U.S. to participate in the decision 
process on this project;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the United Fishermen of Alaska:

1) opposes the construction of the Stikine-Iskut dam project unless 
it can be proven that the fishery will not be harmed;

2) requests the state and federal governments to fund and carry out 
studies by U.S. agencies of potential impacts of this project on 
the Stikine fisheries; and

3) urges the state and federal governments to research immediately 
any possible means of U.S. involvement - including the intervention 
of the International Joint Commission (empowered under the Boundary 
Waters Treaty) in the Canadian decision processes on the dams and 
to pursue such options before corrniittments are made to build the 
project.



B y  S e n a t o r  Eliason

To: S enate State A f f a i r s  Comm. S ENATE B I L L  No, SJR 19

To: _____________________________________ HOUSE B I L L  No, __________

Pa g e : L i n e :

1 8 Change "gover n m e n t  of B r i t i s h
Columbia" to "British C o l u m b i a  
Hydro and Power A u t h o r i t y "

As the p r o p o s e d  p r oject affects the S t i k i n e  and its tributary, 
Iskut River, a n d  is a c t u a l l y  a series of five dams, the r e f e r­
ences to the "dam" should be c o r r ected to plural form. T h e r e­
fore the f o l l owing amendments are needed:

1 9 After "river" a d d  "and its
tributary, the Iskut River, and"

1 11 Change "dam" to "dams"

1 15 B e tween "dam" and "of" add w o r d
"project"

1 19 Change "Dam" to "Dams"

1 22 Change "Dam" to "Dams"

1 28 Change "Dam" to "Dams"

*

S 70
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AL PAS5ARELL. MIA (ATI.IN) ROOM 134, PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS. VICTORIA. DC V0V1X4 307-S?O7

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

A p r i l  9, 1 9 8 1

S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a
9 9 8 1 1 ,  U . S . A .

,
D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r :

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  l e t t e r  d a t e d  M a r c h  25, 1 9 8 1  r e g a r d i n g  
S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  19, c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S t i k i n e /  

I s k u t  d a m  in C a n a d a .

I a m  e x t r e m e l y  p l e a s e d  t h a t  the A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  

t a k e n  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  to t a s k ,  s i n c e  we do s h a r e  a 

c o m m o n  b o r d e r  a n d  a n y  h y d r o  d a m  on the S t i k i n e  w i l l  h a v e  an 

a d v e r s e  e f f e c t  on the i m p o r t a n t  f i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s  in the 
P a n h a n d l e .  I o f f e r  my s i n c e r e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  to y o u r  

s e n a t e  c o m m i t t e e  for d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  m e a s u r e ,  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  

in t h e  f u t u r e  we w i l l  h a v e  c l o s e r  t i c s  in d e v e l o p i n g  a c o m m o n  

f r o n t  on this p r o p o s e d  h y d r o - d a m  on the S t i k i n e  r i v e r  in 

C a n a d a ,

O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h a n k  you.

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

A 1 P a b s a r c 11 , M . I.. A . 

A T L I N

I
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ST IKKE-ISKUT DAM PROPOSALS 

FACT SHEET

LOCATION:

The Stikine watershed is mainly in northern British Columbia with the last 
miles of the river in SE Alaska. From the headwaters in the Spatsizi 

Plateau, down the 50 mile-long "Grand Canyon" of the Stikine, past the town 
of Telegraph Creek and through the Coast Mountain Range, the ^00 mile long 
Stikine flows to tidewater near Wrangell.

RESOURCES:

A large trans-border river, the Stikine is central to the histories of the 
Tahltan Indians, various B.C. settlements and the towns of Wrangell and 
Petersburg. The watershed is largely wilderness. Major salmon runs, wildlife 
populations and outstanding scenery support commercial fishing, guiding and 
recreation industries in bonh countries. The Stikine flats are the largest 
in SE Alaska and a major waterfowl feeding and resting area.

DAM PLANS:

The British Columbia Power and Hydro Authority (B.C. Hydro) is studying a 
Stikine-Iskut hydroelectric project which would consist of:

- 2 dams in the Grand Canyon of the Stikine (one 800f feet tall)
- 3 dams on the Iskut River (the largest tributary of the Stikine, 

joining the river near the U.S./B.C. border)
- access roads, and transmission lines to transport the power to 

Vancouver and other points south.
Estimated cost for the project is $7.6 billion. Generating capacity would be 
2800 megawatts. The cost, size, .and power production capacities.would place 
this among the largest hydro projects in the world.

CONFLICTS:

In Canada the project would
- flood most of the Grand Canyon
- bring adverse social impacts in the small, largely native communities in 

the area - Telegraph Creek, Iskut and Dease Lake
- irreversibly commit the area to energy development before land claims 

of the Tahltan people have been settled
- disrupt local economies which are dependent on the project area for 

guiding, trapping, hunting, fishing, boating
- impact wildlife, including the large goat population In the Grand Canyon, 

moose, and caribou which migrate across the proposed impoundment area
- possibly affect salmon spawning, rearing and migration

Possible impacts to the Stikine delta in Alaska include
- changes in water temperature, stream flow, sediment and nitrogen levels
- detrimental effect on commercial and sport fish industry
- loss of riparian habitat
- changes in waterfowl and wildlife habitat
- effect on hunting and other recreation



STATUS AND SCHEDULE:

B.C. Hydro started environmental and engineering studies in 1977, and plans to 
complete them by the end of 198l at a cost of approximately 30 million' dollars. 
The Corporation will decide at that time vhether to seek B.C. government 
approval for the project. Several provincial and federal licenses and hearings - 
ana American involvement - would be required. Current engineering work includes 
major tunnelling in the Grand Canyon and application for several access roads.

U.S. ACTIONS:

The U.S. is guaranteed some say in the project under international law; the 
terms of involvement have to be worked out by the state and federal governments. 
The towns of Petersburg and Wrangell have requested additional studies by 
Alaska and U.S. agencies on possible effects of the dams.

ALTERNATIVES:

International cooperative management proposals to protect the whole free-flowing 
river have been discussed for many years. The U.S. portion was designated 
Wilderness under the Alaska lands bill last year. The Stikine is among the 
top 10 B.C. rivers nominated for protection in a heritage river system being 
worked on in the province. B.C. power needs can be met through existing 
supplies, conservation and alternative sources. There is intense local 
opposition to the dam project in B.C.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

- in B.C.: Residents for a Free-Flowing Stikine
Telegraph Creek, B.C. Canada VOJ 2W0

Friends.of-the Stikine, ^669 Drummond Drive 
Vancouver, B.B. Canada V6R IE8

- in SE: Stikine Action Committees
Box 1073, Petersburg, AK 99833 772-3976 
Box 1612, Wrangell, An 99929 87^-3168
Box 1^22, Juneau, AN 99802



November 5, 1980 • •

Residents for a Free Flowing Stikine 
Telegraph Creek, B.C.
Canada
V0J2W0

Atten: Jim Bourquin 

Dear Mr. Bourquin:

The coirmunity of Petersburg, situated on Mitkof Island in Southeast 
Alaska, is closely associated with the international Stikine River 
system. As a natural marine transportation route into the interior of 
Northern British Columbia, the Stikine River has a rich heritage of both 
access and as a major fisheries resource of traditional and present day 
economic conern. Presently the Stikine River and its major tributary, 
the Iskut River, are in the planning stage for massive hydroelectric 
power development.

During October 1980, at the request of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service, the British Columbia Hydropower and Authority (BC Hydro) 
outlined the Stikine/Iskut project proposal for representatives from a 
wide range of Alaska and U.S. resource agencies.

The City of Petersburg would like to add its voice of concern to the 
residents of isolated Telegraph Creek and Iskut B.C. who feel that 
further study beyond work conducted by BC Hydro be initiated.

State and Federal U.S. interests in the Stikine's resources must be 
maintained. American resource studies are needed. The critical decisions 
must be made on a wider than provincial basis. These decisions require 
an international written agreement. The written agreement would guarantee 
a cooperative joint study process. The City of Petersburg requests that 
these steps be taken.

The City of Petersburg „uld appreciate your keeping us informed of your 
progress in this matter.

Sincerely,

;/
Richard Kito, Mayor 
City of Petersburg, Alaska

Don Thorsteinson, President 
Petersburg Chamber of Commerce



British Columbia legislator says :■
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. h u r t  A l a i s b i n ,

B y KARLN DAVIES \
A ssociated  P re s s  W rite r

JU N E A U  (A P ) — A lask a 's  fishery  could be severely  
dam aged  b y  proposed h y d ro e lec tric  p ro jec ts  on th e  Stikine 
R iver, a B ritish  Colum bia law m ak er told s ta te  officials 
T uesday.

Al P a s s a re ll ,  who re p re se n ts  th e  Atlin d istric t in  th e  B ritish  
Colum bia le g is la tu re , sa id  the series of five d am s th a t  BC 
H ydro p ro p o ses  to build  on the S tikine and Iskut r iv e rs  would 
a l te r  w a te r  flows an d  could hu rt A laska 's w aterfow l, 
shellfish a n d  salm on stocks. •

P a s sa re ll  m e t with a  host of top s ta te  officials, fisherm en  
and the m a y o r  of W rangell to d iscuss the proposed d am s.

S ta te  C om m issioner of F ish  and  G am e Ronald Skoog said  
dam age to  A laska’s fish  and  w ildlife and to th e  r iv e r 's  
nav igab ility  a r e  the s ta te ’s p rim a ry  concern over th e  d am s.

W hi'p iiifc rm atio n  on the im p act of the hy d ro e lec tric  
p ro jec ts is  sc a rc e , s ta te  fisheries  re se a rch e r P a u l K issner 
sa id  if the d a m s  reduce sp ring  flood levels there could be a 
“ severe”  im p a c t on S outheast coho sa lm on  stocks.

K issner e s tim a te d  the  S tikine R iver system  con tribu tes 
300,(00 fish  to  Southeast w a te rs  each y ea r , including m ore 
than 100,000 cohos and 20,000 king salm on. .

Tne StikLr.e is an in te rna tiona l river. I ts  headw ate rs a re  in 
northw est B ritish  C olum bia, and it flows into S outheast 
A laska, em p ty in g  into a s tra i t  betw een W rangell, and 
P e te rsb u rg .

P a ssa re ll a lso  w arned  s ta te  officials of a m olybdenum  
m ine p la n n ed  by A m ax  C anada Ltd. a t  K itsau lt, B ritish 
Colum bia, w hich he sa id  would dum p som e 100 m illion tons of 
m ostly  to x ic  ta ilings in to  Alice A rm . K issner sa id  he w as 
unsure w h a t effect the  ta ilings would have on A laska’s 
s trea m s. * * . •

P a ssa re ll w as in Ju n e au  to ra lly  support am ong Alaska 
officials to  help e x tra c t inform ation from BC H ydro. 
P assa re ll s a id  C anadian  officials have h ad  difficulty getting 
in form ation  on the dam s.

He also s a id  C an ad a’s  m ed ia  incorrectly  rep o rted  th a t

Gov. J a y  H am m ond voiced support for th e  hydro  p ro jec ts  
following m e e tin g s la s t w eek with B ritish  Colum bia lead ers ,

H am m ond P re ss  S ecre tary  Chuck K leeschulte  said 
H am m ond has no inform ation on which to  m ake  a decision on 
th e  project until feasib ility  stud ies a re  com pleted  in 1982. He 
sa id  H am m ond sta ted  l;.st week th a t som e of his fe a rs  about 
th e  im pact of the dam s on s te a m  Dows w ere allied  by 
d iscussions with Canadian officials.

P a ssa re ll, whose d is tric t includes the  proposed Stikine 
R iver h yd roelectric  sites, has been b a ttlin g  the p ro jec t since 
1978 when he w as elected. H ow ever, he sa id  he w as not in 
Ju n e au  to urge officials to oppose the p ro jec tm  but to seek 
h e lp  in g e tting  inform ation on th e  p ro jec ts  from  BC H ydro, a 
public-owned corporation.

E rn s t M ueller, com m issioner of the s la te  D ep a rtm en t of 
E nv ironm en ta l Conservation,- sa id  BC H ydro h as  provided 
lit tle  inform ation to  the sla te . N a tu ra l R esources Com­
m issioner Robert LeR esche sa id  " i t  will be our respon­
s ib ility "  to  look a t the  dam  project because the m outh  of the 
S tik ine is in A laska.

Two U .S.-Canada tre a tie s  signed in the 1800s reg ard in g  
access  and  navigability  of the r iv e r could block construction  
of the dam s, P assa re ll said. T here a re  p lans to  use those 
tre a tie s  in a suit against BC Hydro when it files fo r p erm its  
n ex t y ear, he said.

In  addition to general environm ental d am ag e , P assa re ll 
sa id  the hydro  p ro jec ts could dam age th e  riv er guiding in­
dustry , lessen  the scenic value of the  r iv e r  and th re a te n  the 
m ountain  goat population.

P a ssa re ll also objects to the dam  p ro jec t because  he said 
BC Hydro now operates a t  a deficit, an d  the  S7.6 billion 
S tik ine p ro jec t will add to it. He also  com plained th a t som e of 
the  power generated  by the proposed d am s would be sold to 
th e  U.S., and  not benefit h is constituents.

BC Hydro is studying the environm ental im pact an d  cost of 
building tw o dam s on the Stikine — 140 and 160 mDes u p riv e r 
from  the U .S.-Canada border — and  th ree  d am s on the Iskut 
R iver, a tr ib u ta ry  about 50 m iles from  the border.

K etchikan DaDy News, W ednesday F e b . 4, 1SS1
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Only days a fte r  Alaska Gov. Jay  Ham- 
.mond em erged from m eetings with British 
Columbia P rem ier W illiam B ennett to 
proclaim  m any of his fears about a Sdkine 
River dam had been allayed, a leader of 
the province's opposition party  w as in 
Juneau  warning state officials to keep  a 
close eye on the  project.

B.C. Hydro, Canada’s publicly owned 
dam building corporation, appears to  be 
giving short sh rift to  en v iro n m en ta l 
problem s the dam  could create, including 
possible decimation of Alaska salm on 
fisheries dow nstream , said A1 Passare ll, a 
m em b er of B ritish  C o lum bia 's  New 
Dem ocratic P a r ty  (N.D.P.) Caucus.

" I t ’s very difficult to get inform ation," 
he added, telling stale officials they may 
have m ore luck than his party  in discover­
ing w hat B.C.- Hydro has planned for the 
river which s'-arts in northw est British 
Colum bia and runs to  th e  sea near 
W rangell

Canada lacks a freedom of inform ation 
law, which m akes it nearly im possible to 
get studio, or reports B.C. Hydro does not 
want m ade public, said the legislator who 
represents the Atlin area in British Colum­
bia's parliam en t 

He pleaded with s ta te  o fficials to 
p ressu re  B.C. Hydro to re lease  en ­
vironmental inform ation, and said be

S t ^ k ^ e. a .* . .  M \«y • • •
Continued from Pape 1 

dow nstream  salm on runs. Historically, 
dams have largely destroyed salm on runs 
on rivers w here they w ere b u ilt  

Even changes in stream  flows from a 
dam  far above th e  salm on's spawning beds 
cou ld  d o  s ig n if ic a n t d a m a g e , s t a l e  
fisheries officials s a y ...

Considerable habitat would be lost as 
dam controlled flows changed the SUklne 
trom  a w andering, braided river to a ch an ­
nelized anc, A laska chlnook sa lm on  
biologist Paul K issner said.

"T aper.ng  off of the peak floods In the 
spring an d  fall" because of a dam 's control 
could seriously dam age runs of coho 
sa lm o n , said  R e g io n a l C o m m e rc ia l 
F ish e r ie s  S uperv iso r D ave C a n til 'o n , 
noting the silver salm on need fall floods to 
get into much of the river's spawning area 
and spring floods for sm olls to  get back to

w o u ld  w e lc o m e  any  f is h e r ie s  a n d '/ ' 
strearaflow  data available from th e  state.

Passarell is opposed to the dam  because 
of its multi-billion dollar cost, the planned . 
export of all pow er to  the  Vancouver area, 
the governm ent’s refusal to deal with 
N a tiv e la n d  claims and the possible en­
vironm ental havoc the dam 'could  wreak.

" I t ’s nice to know both  sides a re  trying 
to u se  us,"  a m em ber of H am m ond’s stalf 
said afte r m eeting w ith PassarelL

Following discussions with B ennett in 
W hitehorse, Y ukon, Iasi week, H am m ond, 
said it appears possibile to develop a  
Stikine River hydroelectric dam w ithout 
decimating Canadian and Alaskan salmon 
fisheries. . •

Som e people in terpreted  that as a Ham­
m ond endorsem ent of the project — 
som ething his staff was tjuick to  deny 
Tuesday.

" H e ’s never endorsed ... this pro ject,"  
said Com missioner of Resources Bob 
LeResche, who on Monday met w ith Pas- 
sarell along w ith Commissioner of Fish 
and Game Ron Skoog, Commissioner of 
E n v iro n m e n ta l C onservation  E rn e s t  
M ueller, Wrangell Mayor Don House, 
representatives of fisherm en’s groups and 
a num ber of s ta te  fisheries biologists.

"T h e  governor did not endorse the pro­
ject by any m eans," Hamm ond Press 
Secretary Chuck Kleeschulte said.

T he governor’s slafl was at work late

sea.
Cantillon estim ated the coho production 

of the river at lOO.OOD-plus salmon. "T hat 
would probably be a minimal figure," he 
said. Chinook tuns are probably in the 
neighborhood of 20,009 kings, b u t "very 
depressed." he said. "This stock must 
have been in the. neighborhood of several 
tim es" larger historically. The chinook, c* 
king salmon, and  the coho, o r silvei 
salm on, are the m ost prizea and thus most 
valuable of W est Coast salmon.

In  addition to the kings and cohos, Can- 
tlllon said Wrangell and Petersburg  gillnet 
fisheries are in p art dependent on a run of 
approxim ately 100,000 sockeye, or red 
sa lm on , to th e  S tikine. "M ost of It 
(sockeye production) is from the Canadian 
side" of the international river, he added. 
T here a re  also runs ol Dolly Varden char, 
cu tth roat trout and  steelhead in the  river.

.—r—' - J - : » •• * ...» 'x T T " ’ *-«T
Tuesday drafting a " sta tem en t denying 

" H am m ond ever backed the planned, $7.6-’ - 
billion, 14-billion kilowatt dam  envisioned 

’ by B.C. Hydro. If built, i t  would be the 
largest dam  in B ritish Columbia, and Pas­
sarell expected a num ber of o the r Stikine 
R iver dam s to follow. B.C. Hydro Is now 
studying a total of five dam s, tw o on the 
Stikine about 140 to  160 m iles upstream 
from the border and th ree  on th e  Iskut 
River, j^ m a jo r  Stikine tributary , about 50

m ile s  f ro m  th e  U .S .-C a n a d a  l in e .  
'F easib ility  studies are expected in 1982. 

j Passarell warned sla te  officials not to be 
fooled in to  th ink ing  • th ey  have tim e 

[ because of the planned 1982 rplease of 
' feasibility studies.

"B.C. Hydro can go a t any  tim e for 
■ their p e rm its ,"  he said. “ ...They’ve never 

been denied ." Some work already appears 
to  be underway, he added. *

 A^treaty Jt.etween the U.S. and Canada,
though, could 'cause "problem s for dam  
builders if Alaska, the U.S. governm ent or 
British Columbia Indians decided to con­
test the construction. An 1871 treaty 
guarantees a navigable Stikine, something 
which could change if a dam  alters stream  
flows.

Concerns have been raised by Alaska 
fisherm en and  residents of W rangell about 
d am age th e  dam  cou ld  do  to  rich  

Continued on Page 2

Aside (rom salmon, changes in w ater 
flows, sillalion or tem peratu res in the 
S tikine could extensively  change the  
ecology of the river’s rich delta, now home 
to thousands of waterfowl.

Canadian officials had a t one tim e | 
shown serious concern for the inter- j 
national treaty m andating navigability on : 
the Slikine, but now "gloss over" any 
problems that might create, said John  > 
M dnnis, research d irec to r for the N .D .P. [ 
Caucus in Victoria. "T h e  tune has changed 
over the years."

"They (B.C. Hydro) haven't dam m ed an 
international river before outside of the 
Columbia River T rea ty ,"  M clnnis added. 
"B.C. Hydro Isn't used" to applying to the 
Canadian federal governm ent for perm its 
for such dam s, and there is .no " in ­
stitutionalized system " for doing th a t
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G h a m b e r ,  c p u  h c i 1 s U g g  e s t  
s t u d i e s '  o f  B .C . H y d ro '

. .  -.*- .. •  • •  • • • *• t * . * •  v  . . • • J  ■ -
S e p a ra te  le t te rs  from  the"^ a g re e d  upon b y  the  co u n c il is 

c ity  and  ch a m b e r " b o a rd  “ s im ila r  in  in te n t to  th e  c h a m -
B o th  the W ra n g e ll d t y  

‘ ’co u n c il and c h a m b e r  of co m ­
m e rc e  e x e c u tiv e ’ b o a rd  la s t  

* w ee k  a g re e d  
th a t  s ta te ,a n d  

*' d e s 'b e  in c lu d ed
B .C . H ydro , p ro p o sa ls  'fo r  '  s t ik in e ,  a  T e leg rap h  C reek , ’ S tik in e  :R lv e rv c o u ld  a ffe c t 

T c o n s tru c tio n  of b y d f o e l« : tn c  -. .-B .cv  o rg an iza tio n  opposed  W ra n g e l lM 'A ltb o o g h  '  th e  .. 
d a m s  on the S tik in e  a n d 'I s -  - to  S tik ine  hyd ro  d e v d o p -  council Has bol takeD "a p o s i- 1. 
k u t r iv e rs?  • :  • * *. m e n t, app roached  the  cb a m - **' *’ *
• E ach i s tr e s s e d  th a t  i t  h a s  b e r  "board a n d  council la s t  

y e t to  tak e  a p osition  p ro  o r  . w eek  to  ask th a t they  co n s i­
d e r  such  a p ro p o sa l.-coo on p o ss ib le  d a m  co n ­

s tru c tio n , b u t th e  g ro u p s  did 
ask  th a t  o ffic ia ls  on th is  s ide  
of th e  b o rd e r  s tu d y  th e  p ro ­
p o sa ls  „lo  d e te rm in e  th e ir  
p o ss ib le  im p a c t on W ran g e ll 
aDd on  U.S. a n d  A lask an  r e ­
so u rc e s .

S peak ing  b e fo re  the c ity  
council T uesday , N ov. 25, 
B ou rq u in  suggested  th e  c ity  
a d o p t a s tronger s U d c c  on 
the  is su e  than th a t ta k en  by 
the c h a m b e r  b o ard  e a r lie r  in 
the  w eek , bu t the  position

tio n  to  f a v o r  o r oppose  th e  
p ro p o sed  p ro je c t,  • w e ' a r e  
co n c ern ed  th a t th e  s ta te  of 
A lask a  an d  fe d e ra l g o v e rn ­
m e n t re m a in  involved in the  
s tu d ie s  to th e  e x ten t n e c e s ­
s a r y  to p ro te c t A la s k a 's  
in te r e s t s / '

T h e  le t te r  also  a s k s , “ We 
w ould  lik e  to  k n o w  w h a t th e  
s t a t e ’s position  will b e ."
. T h e  d ty  of P e te rs b u rg  an d  
P e te rs b u rg  c h a m b e r  of c o m ­
m e rc e  Nov. 5 jo in tly  a d o p ted  ' 
a so m e w h a t s tro n g e r  p o s i­
tion  o n . th e  issu e , seek in g  
s tu d ie s  or A m eric an  rc so u r-  ’ 
ce s  an d  ad d in g , “ T h ese  dec i- 

-sions ’ r e q u i r e ' 'a n ’ ' in te r n a ­
tio n a l 'w ritten**  a g r e e m e n t . . '

; T h e  'w r i t t e n ’ . a g r e e m e n t  
w ould  g u a ra n te e  a c u o p e ra -* 

*-'tive jo in t  s tu d y  p ro c v s ;"  t x ^ -. 
"’tw ee n .;;A la sk a n ,1 UJS. ^ im d ^ ' 
“  C an a di an' In  t tir e s ts  \ \  ’
-j_  I d addiG on, th e  P e lim sb u rg ’ ■ 
■ 'request s ta le d ^  l.*Tlie‘ d ty « o f.- '" 
^ P e te r s b u r g  w ould  like  to a d d

V \/r« .P .* C .'h  j 

9:<LV fTiA d-) .

\ l j 3 / s o

.  its , vo ice  • o ff co n cern  to  the" 
'tre a d e o ts^ Jo r ; ‘iso la te d  ;  T e le - . /  
) g rap h '. Creek, an d  Isk u t. w bo *. 
'fe e l  f u r t h e r s t u d y  J b e y o n d '
‘• w o rY  "c o n d u c te d . "by” B ..C I/ 

H y d ro  b e  ■ ini t a  a t c d / y ^ j ? T ' T L * •  

B .C /H y d ro  'h a s  b een  con- 
" d u c tln g 'f id d  s tu d ie s  "regard-. * 
* in g ^ p ’o s s ib lc  S t ik in e - I s k u t  

h y d ro  d c v d o p m c n t fo r Hie 
p a s t  th re e  y e a r s . . . .'
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Introduced: 3/2/81
Referred: State Affairs and

Resources

IN THE SENATE BY ELIASON

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 19 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the proposed Stikine Dam 

projectvin Canada.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
H / U * -

WHEREAS the government British 'Columbia is doing preliminary studies

for a proposed major hydroelectric dam project on the Stikine River)i. and 

WHEREAS the Stikine River passes through Alaska below the point where 

the proposed dan\5would be built; and

WHEREAS many Alaskans depend on the Stikine River, directly or indir­

ectly, for salmon and other resources, recreation, transportation, and water 

supplies; and

WHEREAS a dam^of the size proposed for the Stikine River has the poten-
r

tial for significant impact on the fish and wildlife, hydrology, biological 

ecosystems, and Native cultures of the area surrounding the river; and

WHEREAS decisions made by the governments of Canada und British Columbia 

concerning the construction of the Stikine Dam^may affect citizens of the 

United Stutes; and

WHEREAS the people and legislature of the State of Alaska are concerned 

over the possible impact of the Stikine Dam^nnd feel that it is imperative 

that Alaskans be involved during the scudy, analysis, and planning phases of 

this project;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the President of 

the United States Is respectfully requested to direct the Secretary of State 

to take steps to facilitate the exchange of information between Canadians 

and Americans concerning the Stikine Dam^rand to ensure that a method is 

established to provide for meaningful input by Americans on local, state,

-1- SJR 19
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ind federal levels befpre and during the planning, decision making,.and 

ievelopment phases of the Stikine River hydroelectric dam project5by Canada.

COPIES of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald Reagan, 

President of the United States; the Honorable Alexander M. Haig, Jr., 

Secretary of State; and the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 

tfurkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 

nembers of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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1 IN THE SENATE BY ELIASON

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 19

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

Relating to the proposed Stikine Dam 

3
project^in Canada.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the government of British Columbia 1' '

for a proposed v  ' hydr'-"'

WHEREAS the Su •' - point where
*■

the proposed <*-

WHEREAS n... .tj ... depend on the Stikine River, directly or indir­

ectly, for salmon and other resources, recreation, transportation, and water 

supplies; and

WHEREAS a dam^of the size proposed for the Stikine River has the poten­

tial for significant impact on the fish and wildlife, hydrology, biological 

ecosystems, and Native cultures of the area surrounding the river; and

WHEREAS decisions made by the governments of Canada and British Columbia

&
concerning the construction of the Stikine Dam^may affect citizens of the

United States; and

WHEREAS the people and legislature of the State of Alaska are concerned
5

over the possible impact of the Stikine Dam.and feel that it is imperative

1
that Alaskans be involved during the study, analysis, and planning phases of 

this project;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the President of 

the United States is respectfully requested to direct the Secretary of State 

to take steps to facilitate the exchange of information between Canadians 

and Americans concerning the Stikine Dam and to ensure that a method is 

established to provide for meaningful in { b t by Americans on local, state,
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j
development phases of the Stikine River hydroelectric dam project^by Canada.

COPIRS of this resolution shall be sent to the Honorable Ronald Reagan, 

President of the United States? the Honorable Alexander M. Haig, Jr., 

Secretary of State? and the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Honorable Frank 

Surkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representative, 

Members of the Alaska delegation in Congress.
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