


BOX 28
UNALAKLEET. ALASKA 

99684 
(907) 624-3531

F ebruary  9, 1981

Mr. S tew ar t  B i g l e r ,
Regional  D i r e c t o r  
N a t io n a l  Weather S e rv ice  
701 "C" S t r e e t  
P.O. Box 23
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 

Dear Mr. B i g l e r :

At th e  r e g u l a r  Council  M eeting,  February  3, 1981, a d i s c u s s io n
was h e ld  on the  N a t io n a l  Weather Bureau O pera t ion  h e re  in
U n a la k le e t .  The Council  h ea rd  once aga in  t h a t  our Weather
Bureau S t a t i o n  i s  supposed to go remote and would l i k e  to
s t r o n g l y  u rg e  our  Weather S e rv ice  be k e p t  manned.

*

Many re a s o n s  were g iven  to  our R e p re s e n t a t iv e  and Senator  to 
keep our  Weather S e rv ice  manned and th e  most im por tan t  one 
was the  s a f e t y  f a c t o r .  There have been a number o f  t imes 
when our  p r e s e n t  system had g iven  th e  wrong weather  f o r e ­
c a s t  and i t  j u s t  so happened t h a t  a t r a g i c  a c c id e n t  has never  
occured .

The C i ty  Council  would l i k e  to  see  our N a t io n a l  Weather S t a t i o n  
manned and w i th  a t  l e a s t  two p e r s o n n e l  to  c a r r y  ou t  a good 
p o r t i o n  o f  the  a i r l i n e  sch ed u le s  from 8:00 a.m. to  8:00 p.m.

Thank you f o r  look ing  i n to  t h i s  m a t t e r  which i s  o f  g r e a t  
importance to  s a f e t y  f o r  our  community as w e l l  as those  who 
t r a v e l  w i t h i n  our r e g io n .

S in c e r e ly ,

Cj>Lt
H erb e r t  I v a n o f f  
A d m in i s t r a to r

H I : d i

c c : S en a to r  Ted Stevens
S en a to r  Frank Murkowski 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Don Young 
Nome O f f ic e  Weather S e rv ice

Joe P l e a s a n t  - U na lak lee t  
S ena to r  Frank Ferguson 
R e p re s e n t a t i v e  Jack  F u l l e r



Official Business
C o m m i t t e e  o n  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  P ouch  v

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811
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MANNED a d j : c a r r y i n g  o r  p e r f o r m e d  by a man ( "m an n e d "  s p a c e  f l i g h t )

From W e b s t e r ' s  New C o l l e g i a t e  D i c t i o n a r y
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In troduced :  2 /23/81
Referred :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

IK THE SENATE BY FERGUSON

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 17 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION ^ S~h<f ft

R e la t in g  to  the  o p e r a t i o n ^ o f  a 

weather  s t a t i o n  by the 

Nat ional  Weather Service  a t  Unala­

k l e e t .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the comfort and s a fe ty  of a l l  Alaskans a re  inc reased  by the

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a ccu ra te  and t imely r e p o r t s  and f o r e c a s t s  of weather condi­

t io n s ;  and

WHEREAS the c l im ate  and topography of  t h i s  s t a t e  a re  such t h a t  weather

condi t ions  o f te n  change d ram at ica l ly  in  a sh o r t  pe r iod  of  t ime; and

WHEREAS Alaskans r e l y  heav i ly  on a i r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and p a r t i c u l a r l y

s:r.all a i r c r a f t  in the more remote areas of  the s t a t e ;  and

WHEREAS a i r  t r a v e l  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u s c e p t ib l e  to  the impact of changing

weather c o n d i t io n s ;  and

WHEREAS the c i t y  of Unalakleet is  s i t u a t e d  in  an area  su b je c t  to widely

varying weather cond i t ions  and where the absence of an ex tens ive  road network

r e s u l t s  in an increased  r e l i a n c e  on t r a v e l  by a i r ;  and

WHEREAS Unalakleet has bean n o t i f i e d  by the National  Weather Service
o f - c l s  f a f 't e - a L  

that, i t  in tends  to te rm ina te  i t s  opera t ion^nf  » taammr i  s t a t i o n  a t  Unalak lee t ;

and
u w s_____

WHEREAS the  o pe ra t ion  of an weather s t a t i o n  a t  Unalakleet  w i l l

have a d e l e t e r io u s  e f f e c t  on the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of accura te  and t imely  weather 

r e p o r t s  and f o r e c a s t s  fo r  the a rea;
BE IT RESOLVED t h a t  the Alaska S ta te  L e g i s l a tu r e  r eq u es t s  the National  

Weather Service to  continue i t s  opera t ion  of a .wunwaM weather s t a t i o n  a t
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U nalak lee t  with s u f f i c i e n t  personnel  to  s t a f f  the  s t a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  between 

the hour.*: of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. each day.

COPIES of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sen t  to  Mr. Richard Hal lgren ,  

D irec to r  of th e  National  Weather Serv ice ;  Mr. Stewar t  B ig le r ,  Regional 

D irec to r  of the  National Weather Serv ice ;  and to  the Honorable Ted Stevens 

and the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Sena to rs ,  and the  Honorable Don 

Young, .U.S. R e p re se n ta t iv e ,  members of the  Alaska d e le g a t io n  in  Congress.

JZS.
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