


i n n  L n u i o L A i u k c  u r  i n n  a i A i n  u r  a j l a s»k a  
T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E

FISCAL N O T E

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. SB 73_______________________________________________________________________
Titlk'A n  Act c l a s s i f y i n g  m u r d e r  in the first d e g r e e  as a c a p i t a l  felony.
Requested bv Sen. F i s c h e r _________________________________________Date 1 / 2 0 / 8 1 ________

a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s e n t e n c i n g  p r o d e c u r e s  f o r  c a p i t a l  f e l o n i e s . "

II. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law______________________________________________________
Program Category Affected A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  J u s t i c e ______________________________
BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected P r o s e c u t i o n ______________________________________
(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate line-item amounts and funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f Dollars)

F Y  .81 F Y  82 F Y  83 F Y  84 F Y  .85 ,FY 86

100 P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S

200 T R A V F J

300 C O N T R A C T U A L

400 C O M M O D I T I E S

500 E O U I P M E N T

600 L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S

700 G R A N T S ,  CLAIMS. ETC,

T O T A L
U n k n o t m

F U N D I N G  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L  F U N D

F E D E R A L  F U N D S

O T H E R  (Specify Fund Source)

POSITIONS U n k n o w n

F U L L  T I M E

P A R T  ' H M E

T E M P O R A R Y J

III. ANALYSIS' (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section III)

This bill r e q u i r e s  i m p o s i t i o n  of c a p i t a l  p u n i s h m e n t  for the c r i m e  of first 
d e g r e e  m u r d e r  in the p r e s e n c e  of c e r t a i n  a g g r a v a t i n g  factors e n u m e r a t e d  in 
s e c t i o n  1 2 . 5 5 . 1 8 0  of the bill. Obviously, s hould these factors be present, 
a m o s t  v i g o u r o u s  and lengthy d e f e n s e  c a n  b e  expected f r o m  defendants' 
counsel. T h e  a m o u n t  of state r e s o u r c e s  r e q u i r e d  to p r o s e c u t e  c a p i t a l  
c ases is u n q u a n t i f i a b l e  at this time. It is bound, however, to b e  c o n side r 
able, b o t h  at the trial and a p p e l l a t e  levels. R ecent  e x p e r i e n c e  in other 
s tates s u g g e s t s  that v e r y  p r o t r a c t e d  and e x p e n s i v e  l i t i g a t i o n  m a y  be 
n e c e s s a r y  to i m p l e m e n t  the p r o v i s i o n s  of the Act.
ihe T e r r i t o r i a l  L e g i s l a t u r e  a b o l i s h e d  the d e a t h  penalty in A l a s k a  in 1957, 
and w e  s i m p l y  do not h a v e  any h i s t o r i c  d a t a  u p o n  w h i c h  w e  can m a k e  an 
a c c u r a t e  p r o j e c t i o n .  r\

IV. D A T E  J a n u a r y  21.. 1981 P R E P A R E D  BY R i c h a r d  I. Pegue^J, Drr A d m i n  S e r v i ces
A G E N C Y _______ D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w

Original: Legislative Finance P H O N E __________4 6 5 - 3 6 9 5 _________
cc: Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (First Legislator Named)
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