


F e b r u a r y  17, 1982

Senator John Sackett 

Pouch V

Juneau, A K  99811 

Dear Senator Sackett:

Chugach Natives, Inc., strongly supports your proposal in S.B. 727 

providing for the State G e o graphic Names Board to cons i d e r  naming 
unnamed geographic features in A l a s k a  wi t h  an a ppropriate N ative name. 

In the Chugach Region we have w o r k e d  closely w i t h  the A l a s k a  Native 

Language C e n t e r  at the University of A l aska in Fairbanks to collect 

these names ove r  the past several years. We have gathered several 

h undred to date, and many mo r e  r e main to be discussed among our older 

shareholders.

While your bill provides for the use of Native place names on currently 

unnamed geographic features, y o u  m i g h t  also consider i m b uing the G e o­

graphic Names Board with the a d d i tional authority to re-name existing 

features w i t h  Native names. This a u thority would have to be exercised 

judiciously so as not to create w i d e s p r e a d  confusion. However, in man y  

instances the Native names are mor e  commonly used even today than the 

official names of places, and these are the cases wh i c h  could be 

addressed under this additional authority.

Sincerely,

CHUGACH NATIVES, INC.

*Cq  /fen, 
Edgar Bla/tchforfik 

Chairman of the Board

EB/ls

cc: State Affairs Committee m e m bers

Alaska Native Language Center



P O S I T I O N  P A P E R  
S E N A T E  B I L L  7 2 7

S e n a t e  B i l l  7 2 7 ,  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  
G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e "  

w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  a p o l i c y  t o  c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  
n a m e s  f o r  u n n a m e d  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  in A l a s k a  u t i l i z i n g  
A l a s k a  N a t i v e  p l a c e  n a m e s .

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  S. B. 7 2 7  is u n n e c e s s a r y  b e c a u s e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  p l a c e  

n a m e s  a r e  g i v e n  f u l l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  B o a r d  
p o l i c y .  T h e  B o a r d  is n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o p o s i n g  n a m e  
s e l e c t i o n s ;  p r o p o s a l s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  r e s i d e n t s  o f  A l a s k a ,  
p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s ,  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e .  I t  is a p r o c e d u r e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  to 
c o n t a c t  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  N a t i v e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  s u p p o r t  o r  o p p o s i t i o n  to e a c h  n a m e  
p r o p o s a l .  If a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n f o r m s  t h e  B o a r d  t h a t  t h e  
f e a t u r e  in q u e s t i o n  h a s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  n a m e ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
u s a g e  is g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e .

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  S e c t i o n  4 4 . 1 9 . 0 5 6  t h e  
B o a r d  is c h a i r e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d  

R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  o f  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s ,  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  

F a c i l i t i e s ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  m u s e u m ,  t h e  
s t a t e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i b r a r i a n ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  

l a n d s ,  a n d  o n e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  
G o v e r n o r .  T h e  B o a r d  g e n e r a l l y  a p p r o v e s  a p r o p o s a l  f o r  a n a m e  

s e l e c t i o n  if t h e  p r o p o s a l  m e e t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :

1. A u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  n a m e  c a n  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d .
2. T h e  n a m e  is c l e a r l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a r e a  

p r o p o s e d .
3. T h e  n a m e  is, o r  w a s ,  in c o m m o n  l o c a l  u s a g e .
4. T h e  n a m e  c a n  b e  s p e l l e d  a c c o r d i n g  to e s t a b l i s h e d

s y s t e m  o f  o r t h o g r a p h y .

5. T h e  n a m e  is p r o n o u n c e a b l e  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a b l e
d i f f i c u l t y .

6. T h e  n a m e  o f  a s t r e a m  is a p p l i e d  to a n  u n n a m e d  l a k e  or 
g l a c i e r  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  s t r e a m  o r i g i n a t e s .

7. T h e  n a m e  o f  a m o u n t a i n  is a p p l i e d  to an u n n a m e d

g l a c i e r  w h i c h  is a p a r t  o f  t h a t  m o u n t a i n .
8. T h e  n a m e  is r e l e v a n t  a n d  m o s t  d e s c r i p t i v e  to t h e

f e a t u r e .
9. T h e  n a m e  is n o t  in u s e  e l s e w h e r e  in t h e  R e g i o n .

10. T h e  n a m e  is n o t  f r i v o l o u s .
11. T h e  n a m e  is i n  g o o d  t a s t e .
12. T h e  B o a r d  g e n e r a l l y  a p p r o v e s  a c o m m e m o r a t i v e  n a m e  

s e l e c t i o n  if t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  m a d e  a h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  A l a s k a .



A l l  A l a s k a  p l a c e  n a m e s  s h o u l d  b e  e v a l u a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  to 

t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  a n d  s h o u l d  c o m e  as n e e d e d  so f u t u r e  

g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  h a v e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to s u b m i t  g e o g r a p h i c  
n a m e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  N a t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s u b m i t  n a m e s  for f e a t u r e s  in 

t h e i r  a r e a  a s  t h e y  h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  
l e a r n  t h e  N a t i v e  n a m e s .  T h e  B o a r d  i s  n o t  s t a f f e d  o r  f u n d e d  
t o  c o n d u c t  t h e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .

T h e  B o a r d  f e e l s  i t  is a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d o  a p u b l i c a t i o n  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  o n  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  n a m e s  t h a t  w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  
m o r e  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  n a m e  s u b m i s s i o n s .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  of:

T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d  
% C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  
C o m m u n i t y  a n d  R e g i o n a l  A f f a i r s  

P o u c h  B
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  L e a n n e  E l l i s  P i l c h e r ,  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  N a m e s  B o a r d  ( 4 6 5 - 4 7 0 0 )  i f  y o u  
h a v e  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n s .



A M E N D M E N T  
SENATE B ILL  727

S e c .  4 4 . 1 9 . 0 5 9 .  ALASKA NATIVE PLACE NAMES. In  
c a r r y i n g  o u t  i t s  d u t i e s  t o  name g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  
u n d e r  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 0 5 8  ( 2 )  t h e  S t a t e  G e o g r a p h i c  B o a rd  s h a l l  
nr a i iiij ^ . n r _:a_43 .oTicy-o-f c o n s i d e rw r g -  t h e  u se  o f  A l a s k a  Yhfative 
p l a c e  names f o r  g e o g r a p h i c  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  
have n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  been  named ,  u i i n g  I r / a t i v e  l a n g u a g e  
w r i t i n g  s y s t em s  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  L anguage  
C e n t e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  a t  F a i r b a n k s .
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