


ST A T E M E N T  TO- THE SENATE S T ATE A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  ON C S H B  155 am

April 28, 1981

I am Paula Ziegler, a  m e m b e r  of the state board of the League of 

Women V eters of Alaska; I have the Legislative  Process and 

Procedur es portfolio on that board.

The A l a s k a  League, b ased on our Leg islative Process and Procedures 

position, establ ished in 1979. favors CSHB 155 am in its entirety.

We do have a question  con cer n i n g  the language used at the bottom 

of page 2 r e g a rding n o t i c e  provisions. On line 27, the word, 

"meeting" is used. On line 28, the phrase, "public hearing" 

is used. Would these be construed to m e a n  the same thing? In our 

interpretation, "meeting" includes hearings, but the reverse might 

n ot n e cessar ily be the case. This is perhaps a small point, but 

Bj^wanted to point it out to you if you hadn't already noticed it. 

The Leagu e would prefer that the word, "meeting" be used in both 

i n s t a n c e s .

One last point. In the House, some members appeared to feel that 

in order to have the kind of minu tes this bill requires, expert 

court repo rter-type secretaries would have to be hired. Based on 

nine years of personal experience taking conr ee minut es in the 

Senate, I do not believe this would be at all necessary. Simply 

hiring people with shor thand or proven note-t a k i n g  skills would 

be sufficient to get the consistent, standa rdized r e c o r d - k e e p i n g  

we are talking about in this bill.
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P R O P O S E D  S E N A T E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E  S U B S T I T U T E  5 / 1 1 / 8 1  

[ T H E  H O U S E  * BY THE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR H O U S E  BILL NO. 155 (State Affairs) a m  

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE ST A T E  OF A L A S K A  

T W E L F T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

c o m m i t t e e
»r an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to l e g i s l a t i v e ^ p r o c e d u r e s ; and p r o v i d­

ing for an effective date."

! IT ENACTED BY THE L E G I S LATURE OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

*  S e c t i o n  1. AS 24 is amended b y  adding a n e w  chapter to read:

C H A PTER 27. LE G I S L A T I V E  C O M M I T T E E  PROCEDURE. .

Sec. 24.27.010. COMMITTEE PROCEDURE. (a) Each c o mmittee of the 

legislature shall prepare m i n u t e s  of each m e e t i n g  of the c o m m i t t e e  on a 

standard f o r m  p r e s c r i b e d  by the legislative council. Committee minutes 

that r e f l e c t  action o n  legislation are part of the legislative h i s tory 

of the legislation. P r e p a r a t i o n  of the minutes of a committee m e e t i n g  

is the r e s p o n sibility of the chairman of the committee. T h e  m i n utes of 

a c o mmittee meeting shall include

(1) a statement of the m e m b e r s  present at the committee 

me e t i n g y  irvcl u  ding- -a- 4  i -of- fcho- •membe-r-a- -p r e  soot- a t  -t-he- e p e ning -e r f- -tb e 
m e e t i n g  r -fche- n r  efva-L- -ef -a- -memb e m  -dur ing- -a- meeti-ngv -and- -the- -time -of - -the

a rr i-va ir

(2) a list of the name and, if applicable, the af f i l i a t i o n  

of e a c h  witness appearing b e f o r e  the committeej

(3) a brief statement of the p o s i t i o n  of the w i t ness on the 

subject b efore the committee;

— (-4-)— propoged-mnendmertfrs--presented--by-a-w irtTTeBB-appgaTtng*
- before - the- •committee r  -and

jy f o r m a l l y

(kh each amendment &©*-e-*bii3^considered b y  the committee, 

the na m e  of the member m oving adoption of the amendment, and t h e ^ o £ £

- 1 -  CSHB 1 55(SA) am
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t a k e n
ea-H-vefceAon adop t i o n  o ^ e n e t v  prop o s e d  amendment.

b l f  r e q u e s t ed h y  a c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  J
~— C b ^ i h e  vote on adoption or each a m endment con s i d e r e d  by the

c o mmittee shall be by roll call vote and the "yeas" and "nays" shall be 

recorded in the minutes.

(c) Each com m i t t e e  shall record its meeti n g s  elec t r o n i c a l l y  under 

a method p r e s c r i b e d  by the legislative council. T h e  r e c o r d i n g  shall be 

in a m a n n e r  w h i c h  allows for pr e p a r a t i o n  of a v e r b a t i m  transcript of 

the meeting. A log of the recording adequate to locate specific t e s­

timony shall be m a i n t a i n e d  by the committee.

(d) Each com m ittee shall file all minutes and all w r i t t e n  m a t e­

rial s u bmitted to the committee in the manner p r e scribed by the l e g i s l a­

tive council. A-H-mirnrtgs-gha-H-bt.-entered-and-made--avat-lob-Ie-as--a-dafre- 

b u o e- -on-the--l-eg4&hati-ve-eompufce-r--t-y-stern-.- All w r i t t e n  material s u b m i t­

ted to the committee shall indicate the name of the p e rson submitting 

the material and the date of its submission. Committee minutes, tapes 

a n d  other m a terials of research value shall be delivered by the c o m m i t­

tee (at the end of ea c h  legislature) to the legislative reference 

library for appropriate disposition.

(e) The chairman of a committee shall main t a i n  a chronological
%

file of minutes which is readily accessible to committee members and

the public. Minutes m a y  be corrected or amended by majo r i t y  vote of

b e f o r e , . t h e  e p d  .of t.he l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  w h i c h  
the committee, rcgarcHrrB'B-'of-the' "Liiiar•whrcrr-has-■eiapsro--sxnce- the

action r e flected in the minutes^) h a d  o c c u r r e d .

(f) In this section "committee" includes a standing, special or 

interim committee of the legislature or of a house of the legislature.

(g) Each committee, except for the I'.ules Committee for the purpose
g i v e  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  o f  

of the daily calendar, shall m&ke-fubH-cj^its m e e t i n g  seherhiie- agenda at

least five dayr prior to public h e a r i n g ^ o n * 1f<?gi™lat ion® 8 except that

the agenda may be amended on shorter notice by majority vote of the

-2- CShd 155 <SA) am
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i M W Biais
H e a r i n g s  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i o n  m a y  t e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h o u t  

r e q u i r i n g  f u r t h e r  f i v e  d a y  p u b l i c  n o t i c e .  P u b l i c  

n o t i c e  is g i v e n  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a c o p y  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  

a g e n d a  to t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  o r  t h e  C h i e f  

C l e r k  of t h e  H o u s e ,  w h o  s h a l l  p o s t  a c o p y  a n d  p r o ­

v i d e  c o p i e s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e  

a n d  t h e  p r e s s  r o o m .

c o m m i t t e e ..

* Sec. .2. AS 2 4 . 2 0 . 0 6 0  is a m e nded by a d d i n g  a new para g r a p h  to read:

(9) to p r e p a r e  the forms and rules r e q u i r e d  by AS 24.25.060 

and AS 24.27.010.
I

* Sec. 3. The l egislative council shall p r e p a r e  t he forms and rules 

r e q u i r e d  by A S  24.27 e n a c t e d  in sec. 1 of this Act b e f o r e  the Second Session 

of the T w e l f t h  L e g i s l a t u r e  convenes.

* Sec. 4. S e c t i o n  1 of this Act takes e f fect J a n u a r y  11, 1982.

* Sec. 5. Sections 2 and 3 of this Act take e ffect immedi a t e l y  in ac-
• »
cordance w i t h  AS 01.10.070(c).
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