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Hea r i ng
SSSJR 10 P r o p o s i n g  amendments t o t he  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  
In s t a t e  l and s.

SCR 17 R e l a t i n g  t o  t he de v e l o pmen t  o f  a wood p r o d u c t s
I ndu;  t r y  In t he s t a t e .

SB 2^5 An Act amending t he a g r i c u l t u r a l  l o an  p r og r am
t o a u t h o r i z e  l o a n s  f o r  t he  h a r v e s t i n g ,  s t o r a g e ,  
and de l ?  v e r y  o f  pea t .

Bob P a l m e r , C o o r d i n a t o r ,  S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  f o r  t he Go v e r n o r ,  
s t a ged  t h a t ,  n a t i o nw i d e  a n n u a l l y ,  3 - 5  m i l l i o n  a c r e s  o f  a r e  
t aken ou t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  A number  o f  s t a t e s  
have r e c o gn i z e d  t he  n e g a t i v e  impact  o f  t h i s  and have been 
p u r c h a s i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  f r om p r i v a t e  l and owne r s .  He 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  S_S S J R 10 wou l d  a l l e v i a t e  s e v e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  
p r o b l ems :  f i r s t ,  t he s a l e  o f  o n l y  a g r i c u l t u r e  r i g h t s  c o u l d  
be r e p e a l e d  by a f u t u r e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  And,  s e cond ,  w i t h  t he 
a p p r o v a l  f r om the a d j a c e n t  c i t y  and the D i v i s i o n  o f  Lands ,  
t he owner  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a nd s  can o b t a i n  f u l l  t i t l e .  He
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  has been an i n c r e a s e  
p e o p l e  s p e c u l a t i n g  in a g r i c u l t u r e  l a nds  I 
someday s u b - d i v i d e  the l and and s e l l  i t .  
e l i m i n a t e  t h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n .

in t h e  number o f  
n hopes t hey  can 
SSSJl t  10 w i l l

S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r  put  f o r t h  the mo t i o n  t o  move SSS IR 10 
w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c ommenda t i o n s .
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S e n a t o r  Co 11e t t a , s t a t e d  tha t S C R  17 s e t s  up a p r o c e d u r e  to 

u t i l i z e  o n e  of the s t a t e  r e s o u r c e s .  V/ith the c u r r e n t  e m p h a s i s  

on a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  It is n e c e s s a r y  to u t i l i z e  the 

t i m b e r  that is on the land. S C R  17 d i r e c t s  the v a r i o u s  

a g e n c i e s  to w o r k  t o g e t h e r  j o i n t l y  to u t i l i z e  all of the 

r e s o u r c e s

S e n a t o r  S t u r g u l e w s k i  o f f e r e d  l a n g u a g e  for a m e n d m e n t s .  Th e  

C h a i r m a n  s u g g e s t e d  s i n c e  SCR 17 w o u l d  b e  next in the F i n a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e  that  the a m e n d m e n t s  c o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  th ere .

Bob P a l m e r , C o o r d i n a t o r ,  S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  for the G o v e r n o r ,  

s t a t e d  th at  he s u p p o r t s  the c o n c e p t  of SCR  1 7 . He e x p l a i n e d  

th^t the l a n g u a g e  " h i g h e s t  and b e s t  u s e "  is no t a l w a y s  the 

the m o s t  o b v i o u s  u s e  of the r e s o u r c e .

S e n a t o r  M u l c a h y  put f o r t h  th e m o t i o n  to m o v e  S CR 17 w I t h  
I n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

Bob P a l m e r , C o o r d i n a t o r ,  S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  for the G o v e r n o r ,  
s t a t e d  he s u p p o r t s  SB 2 ^ 5 . He i n d i c a t e d  that d u r i n g  a 

r e c e n t  m a r k e t  t r i p to J a p a n  he f o u n d  that they Im po rt  l a r g e  

a m o u n t s  of p e a t  f r o m  W e s t  G e r m a n y  w h i c h  c o n t a i n s  (>0Z m o i s t u r e .
T h e  J a p a n e s e  us e pe at  f or c a t t l e  fe ed, oil spill c l e a n  up 

and p o t t i n g  soil. Peat o f f e r s  a p r i m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for a new 
i n d u s t r y  in A l a s k a .  On e of the d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  the d e v e l o p m e n t  
of a peat i n d u s t r y  is a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of it is l o c a t e d  in 

w e t  la n d s  w h i c h  fall u n d e r  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the A r m y  

C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s .  He s u g g e s t e d  t h at  d u e  to the l i m i t e d  

f u n d s  in the A g r i c u l t u r a l  L o a n  P r o g r a m  that A I D A  or A R R C  

m i g h t  b e  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o d i e s  to h a n d l e  loans fo r p e a t .  .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  a d j o u r n e d  at 2 : ? 5  p.m.
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TO: S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

FROM: S E N A T E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E  S T A F F

DATE: A p r i l  7, 1981

RE: H e a r i n g  W e d n e s d a / ,  A p r i l  8th , 1:3 0 p . m . ,  B e l t z  R o o m

A t t a c h e d  p l e a s e  find the f o l l o w i n g  m a t e r i a l s  for W e d n e s d a y ' s  

h e a r i n g :

S S S J R  10 P r o p o s i n g  a m e n d m e n t s  to the C o n s t i t u t i o n  of the S t a t e  

of A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  to a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i g h t s  in s t a t e  

l a n d s .

K o d i a k  Soil C o n s e r v a t i o n  S u b d i s t r i c t ,  R e s o l u t i o n ,  
r e g a r d i n g  loss of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  to s u b d i v i s i o n s .

S C R  17 R e l a t i n g  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a w o o d  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r y  
in the s ta te .

" U s e  of t r e e s  to be c l e a r e d  f r o m  A l a s k a  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

lands  to d e v e l o p  a n e w  w o o d  f i b e r  i n d u s t r y :  a p r o p o s a l  
for s t a t e  p o l i c y . "  M e a d  T r e a d w e l l ,  D e c e m b e r  20, 19^0.

SB 2li5 An Act a m e n d i n g  t..e a g r i c u l t u r a l  loan p r o g r a m  to 
a u t h o r i z e  l o an s for the h a r v e s t i n g ,  s t o r a g e ,  and 

d e l i v e r y  of peat.

A t t a c h m e n t s
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S t a t e  o r  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

JUNIUU
A p r i l  1,  1981

The H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  G a r d i n e r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
House R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
Pouch  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ea r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r d i n e r :

h a v e  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  March 6 ,  1981 ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t i m b e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  
a t  P o i n t  M a c k e n z i e .

E n c l o s e d  you w i l l  f i n d  a  copy  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  l i t i g a t i o n  
a g r e e d  t o  by t h e  S t a t e  an d  t h e  S i e r r a  C lu b  c o n c e r n i n g  t h a t  i s s u e .

A l s o  e n c l o s e d  p l e a s e  f i n d  an  e s t i m a t e  f ro m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  amount  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  s p r u c e  on e a c h  
t r a c t  and t h e  d o l l a r  v a l u e  c a l c u l a t e d  a t  $35/MBF ( t h o u s a n d  b o a r d  
f o o t ) .  Ted S m i th  s t a t e s  t h a t  $20/M13F i s  a  more r e a s o n a b l e  f i g u r e  
f o r  a  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  a b o u t  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a s  much a s  9 mi! . -  
l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  ( 9 , 0 0 0  MBF) t h e  v a l u e  w ou ld  s t i l l  b e  o n l y  $ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 .
The v a l u e  o f  t h e  b i r c h  f i r e w o o d  h a s  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  a t  $ 9 0 , 0 0 0 .

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a r e  f a r  . l e s s  t h a n  t h e  " m i l l i o n s "  q u o t e d  
by t h e  m e d ia .

I am a l s o  e n c l o s i n g  s t a t c m e r us  f ro m  v a r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  k n o w l e d g e  
and  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  u..e P o i n t  M a c k e n z ie  a r e a .  I  b e l i e v e  you 
w i l l  f i n d  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  much v a l u e .  I w o u ld  e s p e c i a l l y  commend 
t o  you t h e  w o r d s  o f  G le n  F r a n k l i n ,  t h e  C o n t r a c t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  f o r  
t h e  S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  O f f i c e  i n  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n .  He h a s  much e x p e r i e n c e  
i n  t i m b e r  u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  C a n a d a ' s  P e a c e  R i v e r  a r e a  an d  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  
t e s t  c l e a r i n g  work  a t  P o i n t  M a c k e n z i e .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r ,  M e ,  t o o ,  a r e  c e r t a i n l y  
d e s i r o u s  o f  t h e  b e s t  f e a s i b l e  u s e  o f  t h o s e  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  S. Hammond 
G o v e r n o r

E n c l o s u r e s

v /  c c :  The H o n o r a b l e  B e t t y c  F ah re n k am p
C h a i rm an
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

w / E n c l o s u r e s
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GOVERNORS ( M I S S
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

The H o n o r a b l e  J a y  Hammond 
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  Hammond:

We, a s  many A l a s k a n s ,  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  
t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s .  S i n c e  t h e  t i m e  
s c h e d u l e  p r e c l u d e s  an y  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  
we a r e  s e n d i n g  you o u r  c o n c e r n s  i n  l e t t e r  f o rm .

I
I t  w o u ld  seem w i s e s t  f o r  A l a s k a  t o  g u a r a n t e e t h a t  we f u l l y  
u t i l i z e  t i m b e r  r e s o u r c e s  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  
The P t .  M cK enzie  a r e a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  y o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  f i g u r e s ,  
c o n t a i n s  9 m i l l i o n - b o a r d  f e e t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r  a n d  40 
m i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  o f  f i r e w o o d .  T h i s  t i m b e r  h a s  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  $ 1 - 2  m i l l i o n ,  d e p e n d i n g  on y o u r  c h o i c e  o f  e s t i m a t e s .
W h i le  we d e s i r e  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  we s h o u l d  n o t  
p r o c e e d  s u c h  t h a t  w a s t e f u l  u s e s  a r e  f o r c e d  o r  u t i l i z e d .

We w ould  "  .-st t h a t  you  i n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  t i m b e r  i n  t h e  P t .  
M cK enzie  , c a  i s  a c t u a l l y  u t i l i z e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  b u r n e d  o r  p u t  
t o  any  o t h e r  s u c h  w a s t e f u l  p u r p o s e .  T h i s  w i l l  s a t i s f y  many 
c o n c e r n s .

&  •
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MEMORANDUM

To: B a r b a r a  M i r a c l e
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a 1 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law

From: G le n  F r a n k l i n
C o n t r a c t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ( 
S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  O f f i c e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r

D a t e :  ; M a r c h  10, 1981

Re: S u r p l u s  Y/ood D i s p o s a l
on P o i n t  MacKenzd 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r c j e c t :
Your R e q u e s t  u r  Comments  
3 / 6 / 8 1

As t h e  p e r s o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  c l e a r i n g  
c o n t r a c t s  on t h e  D e l t a  p r o j e c t  an d  f o r  o u r  t e s t  c l e a r i n g  e f f o r t  
on P o i n t  M a c K e n z ie ,  I c a n  w r i t e  f ro m  s u b s t a n t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e  on 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  wood and  t i m b e r  v a l u e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s .

The c l a i m s  by Mr. Lowe o f  t h e  S i e r r a  C l u b  a n d  some m em bers  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n t  L o g g e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  t i m b e r  v a l u e s  
on t h e  P o i n t  M acK enz ie  P r o j e c t  a r e  s p u r i o u s .  One may g u e s s ,  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  b een  p r i v y  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e  ADL 
F o r e s t r y  s t o m - c o u n t s  f o r  o n e  o r  two o f  t h e  m ost  h e a v i l y  t i m b e r e d  
t r a c t s  w e r e  u s e d ,  t h e n  g e n e r a l i z e d  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t  a c r e a g e .
Our t e s t  c l e a r i n g  e f f o r t ,  w h ic h  c o v e r e d  t h r e e  l a r g e  t r a c t s ,  p l u s  
a  s m a l l  p a r c e l  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l a n d ,  showed f e w e r  t h a n  50 w h i t e  
s p r u c e  ( p i c e a  g i a u c a )  s t e m s  o f  h a r v e s t a b l e  s i z e  a n d  t o t a l i n g  l e s s  
t h a n  2 , 0 0 0  b o a r d  f e e t .  To be s u r e ,  t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a c t s  w e 'T  
c h o s e n  f o r  o u r  t e s t  on t h a t  c r i t e r i o n  ( i . e . ,  no t i m b e r ) .

C o l l e a g u e s  a n d  I h a v e  c r u i s e d  e v e r y  t r a c t  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  and  
hav e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  no more t h a n  e i g h t  o f  t h e s e  31 t r a c t s  show e v e n  
m a r g i n a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  w h i t e  s p r u c e .  As f o r  f i r e w o o d ,  o n e  s h o u l d  
d i s m i s s  w i t h o u t  d i s c u s s i o n  t h e  a r g u m e n t  c l i a in e d - d o w n  d e c i d u o u s  
s t e m s  a r e  r e n d e r e d  u n u s a b l e .  Y/e h e a r d  t h i s  a s s e r t i o  p r i o r  t o  
s t a r t - u p  i n  D e l t a  a n d  h e a r d  n o t h i n g  more o f  i t  a f t e r  w o o d c u t t e r s  
had  e x p e r i e n c e d  s a l v a g e  a f t e r  c h a i n i n g .  An e x c e l l e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
i s  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  on P o i n t  M ac K e n z ie ,  T r a c t  11, w h e r e  we l e f t  o n e  
m i l e - l o n g  s t r i p  by 300 f e e t  c h a i n e d  down f o r  s a l v a g e  i n  D e c e m b e r .
By J a n u a r y  2 0 ,  when I a g a i n  l o o k e d  a t  t h i s  t e s t  s t r i p ,  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  b i r c h  and  p e r h a p s  50 - e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a s p e n / p o p l a r  had  b e e n  
rem oved  by w o o d c u t t e r s .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p r o g r a m  and s c h e d u l e  w h ic h  
I w o u ld  recommend:

C h a i n  down o f  e a c h  t r a c t  t h i s  s p r i n g ,  t h e n  i d l e  e q u i p m e n t  t h r o u g h  
summer a n d  f a l l ,  w h i l e  l o g  and  wood s a l v a g e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
work t h e  e n t i r e  p r o j e c t ,  now made a c c e s s i b l e  by t h e  wii  d b r e a k  an d  
c h a i n i n g  t r a i l s .  S t a c k i n g  o f  r e m a i n i n g  d e b r i s  w o u ld  f o l l o w  t h e  
s u c c e e d i n g  w i n t e r .

F o u r  t r a c t s  o f  o u r  D e l t a  I p r o j e c t  w e r e  j u d g e d  by ADL F o r e s t r y  
t o  c o n t a i n  m a r k e t a b l e  t i m b e r  and  a s s e s s e d  s t u m p a g e .  Of t h e s e  
f o u r ,  o n e  owner  was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  s e l l i n g  t h e  s t u m p a g e  t o  a ( a n )  
( a m a t e u r )  s a l v a g e r ,  b u t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  h i s  own a s s e s s m e n t



Memorandum t o  
B a r b a r a  M i r a c l e -2- M a r c b  11, 1981

by t h e  S t a t e .  The s a l v a g e r  w o rk e d  f o r  o n e  s e a s o n  w i t h  f r e e  
l a b o r  and  a  s a w m i l l ,  b u t  l i a s  " f o l d e d "  b e f o r e  r e m o v in g  a l l  t h e  
p u r c h a s e d  s t e m s .  The o t h e r  t h r e e  t r a c t  o w n e r s  who p u r c h a s e d  
" c o n m e r i . i a l  t i m b e r "  h a v e  a l l  t r i e d  t o  s e l l  s t u m p a g e  w i t h o u t  
s u c c e s s .  One h a s  p u r c h a s e d  a n d  u s e d  a s a w m i l l .  Each  now 
c o n c l u d e s  t h  i t  he  c a n n o t  c o m p e t e  w i t h  c u r r e n t  p r i c e s  f o r  com­
m e r c i a l  t i m b e r .  Hot  o n e  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  w ou ld  now, a f t e r  t h e  
f a c t ,  a g r e e  t o  pay  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  " c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r "  on  h i s  
p r o p e r t y .

A g a i n  c o n c e r n i n g  c h a i n i n g ,  p l e a s e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  r o o t  s y s t e m s  
m u s t  be  r em o v ed  f ro m  s o i l  i n t e n d e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u . a l  u s e .  S a l v a g e r s  
who c u t  s t a n d i n g  m a t e r i a *  l e a v e  a s tu m p  w h ic h  c a n n o t  b e  l i f t e d  by 
t h e  c h a i n .  C h a i n i n g ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  l e a v e s  a  t r e e  s t e m  w h ic h  
IS a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l v a g e .  T h u s ,  i f  t h e  l a n d o w n e r  i s  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
c h a i n  h i s  m a t e r i a l  down,  i t  i s  b o t h  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s a l v a g e  and  r e a d y  
f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n s o l i d a t i o n .

I n  summary ,  I u r g e  t h a t  we l e a v e  t h e  wood d i s p o s a l  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  
o f  e a c h  t r a c t  ow ner  and  c h a r g e  h i m / h e r  no s tu m p a g e  f o r  an y  a l l e g e d  
" c o m m e r c i a l  t i m b e r " .  I a l s o  recommend t h a t  h e / s h e  be r e q u i r e d  j t o  
make t h e  c h a i n e d - d n w n  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .



Pt.  MacKenzie Ag. Sale 

White Spruce Data

Tract  No. Parcel No.

1 1
2 20
3 21
4 2
5 3
6 / 22
7 , 23
8 4
9 5

10 6
11 24
12 7
13 8
14 9
15 10
16 11 .
17 12
18 . 25
19 26
20 Not For S
c l 27
22a 28
22b 29
23a&b 13
24 14
25 30
26 31
27 15
28 16
29 17

White Spruce 
MBF ( 9"DBH)

Estimated 
Value *

80
•

$ 2,800.00
0 0

40 1,400.00
10 350.00
30 1,050:00

168 5,880.00
100 3,500.00
200 7,000.00
400 14,000.00
125 4,375.00

40 (^chained)  1,400.00
110 3,850.00
109 3,815.00
370 12,950.00

80 2,800.00
75 2,625.00
80 2,800.00

125 4,375.00
175 6,125.00

80 2,800.00
30 1,050.00
50 1,750 00
70 2,450.00

0 0
0 (chained)  p

120 4,200.00
0 0s chained) 0
0 0

21 73u.00
2,688 MBF $94,360.00

♦Estimated value @ $35.0 0 / M B F (Sale  data  from Tra i l  Ridge 
Sales)

7 y e S w r r t  s r - c r e s  r ^ r  T - o / m *  / s s * * - * "

/'7&/12T tS&dJL.I$7~!C.  / "  / ,



Ut’ITGP STATE.*? DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE -  SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 

M arch  2 3 ,  1031

H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  G a r d i n e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
H o u se  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
M a i l  S t a t i o n  3 1 0 0  
P o u ch  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r d i n e r :

One v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s t a g e  i n  an e c o n o m i c a l  c l e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  
kn ockdow n  o f  t h e  c r e e s .  T h i s  c a n  be  a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  s e v e r a l  w a y s .
The o l d  s t a n d a r d  was  t o  s i m p l y  p u s h  o v e r  t h e  t r e e s  w i t h  a  b u l l d o z e r .  
T h i s  m e th o d  t e n d s  t o  s k i n  up t h e  t r e e s  and  b r e a k  and  c r u s h  t h e m  s e v -  
e r l y ;  I t  i s  a l s o  a v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  f i r s t  s t e p ,  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  c a t  h a s  t o  e s s e n t i a l l y  w a lk  o v e r  e v e r y  i n c h  o f  t h e  l a n d  b e f o r e  
i t  c a n  s t a r t  t o  p u s h  u p  t h e  t r e e s  i n t o  p i l e s .

In r e c e n t  y e a r s  c h a i n i n g  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  v e r y  e f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  k n o c k ­
down.  T h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  much f a s t e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  c a t s  c a n  b e  s p a c e d  o u t ,  
n o t  n e e d i n g  t o  w a l k  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  l a n d  a r e a .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  
c h a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  much l e s s  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  t h e  t r e e s  b e i n g  k n o c k e d  
down. Most t r e e s  a r e  n o t  r o o t e d  v e r y  w e l l  an d  a r e  e a s i l y  t i p p e d  o v e r  
by t h e  c h a i n i n g  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  a p p l y  t h e  h e a v i e r  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  c a t .  
T h u s  f e w e r  t r e e s  a r e  d a m ag ed .  C h a i n i n g  a l s o  t e n d s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  t r e e s  
i n  a much " n e a i e r ” a n d  m ore  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  C a t  k n o c k ­
down t e n d s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  t r e e s  i n  a  v e r y  t a n g l e d  m e s s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  c h a i n i n g  d am ag es  t h e  t r e e s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
n o t  f i t  f o r  l o g s  o r  f i r e w o o d .  T h a t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  t r u e .  I h a v e  
p e r s o n a l l y  s e e n  many h u n d r e d s  o f  l o g s  s a l v a g e d  f ro m  c h a i n e d  w o o d la n d  
on t h e  D e l t a  Ag P r o j e c t  an d  n u m e ro u s  o t h e r  c l e a r ' ng d o n e  i n  t h e  D e l t a  
a r e a .  I a l s o  h a v e  c u t  i n  e x c e s s  o f  50 c o r d s  o f  f i r e w o o d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  P e r h a p s  a s  much a s  50 p e r c e n t  h a s  c o n e  f ro m  c h a i n  
ed  w o o d l a n d .

A d d i t i o n  i l  f a c t s  s h o u l d  a l s o  be c o n s i d e r e d .  I f  t h e  wood on a  p a r c e l  
o f  l a n d  i s  t o  b e  h a r v e s t e d ,  a c c e s s  i s  n e e d e d .  M ost  a m a t e u r  t i m b e r  
c u t t e r s  do n o t  h a v e  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  n o r  t i n e  t o  c r e a t e  a c c e s s .  R u t  
a f t e r  a c h a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  i s  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  a c c e s s  i f  t h e n  a v a i l a b l e ,  
t h u s  s a v i n g  t h e  a m a t e u r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  and  e f f o r t .

In  s u m m a ry ,  c h a i n i n g  i s  an  e f f i c i e n t  and e c o n o m i c a l  p r o c e s s  u s e d  t o  
h e l p  d e v e l o p  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ,  p l u s  i t  i s  n o t  s e v e r l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  
t o  t h e  wood r e s o u r c e ,  w h ic h  we a l l  w an t  t o  be  u t i l i z e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

R o g e r  D o y e r
D i s t r i c t  C o n s e r v a t i o n i s t  
F a i r b a n k s



COOPERATIVE CITDKGIOII HEHVICF. -  UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA, FAIRBANKS

T a n a n a  D i s t r i c t  
P .  0 .  Dox 349
D e l t a  J u n c t i o n ,  A l a s k a  99737  
P h o n e :  ( 9 0 7 )  8 9 5 - 4 2 1 5

' March 2 3 ,  1981

H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  G a r d i n e r ,  C h a i rm a n  
H ouse  P » e s o u rc e s  C o m m i t t e e  
M a i l  S t a t i o n  3100 
P ouch  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G a r d i n e r :

The f o l l o w i n g  com m ents  a r e  o f f e r e d  i n  r e b u t t a l  t o  a l l e g a t i o n s ,  
by s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s ,  t h a t  t h e  p r i m a r y  p h a s e  o f  l a n d  c l e a r i n g  
( i . e .  c h a i n i n g )  r e n d e r s  t i m b e r  u n s a l v a g e a b l e  f o r  l u m b e r ,  l o g s ,  o r  
f i r e w o o d .

As an  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  d u r i n g  t h e  2 , 0 0 0  a c r e  
. a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  c l e a r i n g  t r i a l  c o n d u c t e d  i n  D e l t a  J u n c t i o n  i n  1977 

and  1 9 7 8 .1  p e r s o n a l l y  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  c h a i n i n g  on a  v a r i e t y  
o f  v e g e t a t i v e  t y p e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  v e g e t a t i o n  on t h e  
GO,000 a c r e  D e l t a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  c h a i i  ed s i n c e  1978 .

C h a i n i n g  s i m p l y  p u l l s  t h e  t r e e s  down t o  a n e a r l y  h o r i z o n t a l  
p o s i t i o n  and  t e n d s  t o  d i s l o d g e  t h e  r o o t  s t r u c t u r e  f ro m  t l i e  s o i l .  
C h a i n i n g  d o e s  n o t  d e s t r o y  t h e  t r e e s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  t r e e s  w i l l  s n a p  
o f f  o r  s h a t t e r  a t  t h e  b a s e ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  r a r e .  The b a r k  i s  u s u a l l y  
m a r r e d ,  h o w e v e r  t h i s  i s  an u n i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d  u s e s .  A l s o ,  c h a i n i n g  d o e s  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  s i g n i f i ­
c a n t  am o u n t  o f  t i m b e r  b e i n g  p u l . l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o i l  an d  t h e r e b y  b e ­
c o m in g  e n c a s e d  i n  s i l t .

I n  many i n s t a n c e s  c h a i n i n g  h a s  i m p r o v e d  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
t i m b e r  b y - p r o v i d i n g  t r a i l s .  T h i s  l ias  r e s u l t e d  i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  
o f  f i r e w o o d ,  h o u s e  l o g s ,  l u m b e r ,  p o s t s  a n d  r a i l s  b e i n g  s a l v a g e d  on 
t h e  Ag P r o j e c t  h e r e  i n  D e l t a .  jl c a n n o t  i m a g i n e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  b e i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .

S i n c e r e l y ,  .

Don O u a r b e r g  
Ag Agent

D O  /pd/nr:.



STATE*. OF ALASKA DIVISION OF FOREST, LAUD AND WATER
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES -  MANAGEMENT, NORTHCENTRAL DISTRICT

MEMORANDUM

H o n o r a b l e  T e r r y  G a r d i n e r
C h a i r m a n ,  S t a t e  H ouse  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m is s io n  
M a i l  S t a t i o n  3 1 0 0 ,  Pouch  V 
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

G e o r g e  P. F o r t i e r  
A r e a  F o r e s t e r  
D e l t a  A r e a  O f f i c e
D i v i s i o n  o f  F o r e s t ,  Land & W a te r  M anagem ent  

M a rch  2 3 ,  1981 

8 9 5 - 4 2 2 0

F o r e s t  m a t e r i a l  s a l v a g e :  p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  by y o u r  C o m m i t t e e
a g a i n s t  u s e  o f  c h a i n  d u r i n g  l a n d - c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  R e ­
q u e s t e d  by G le n  F r a n k l i n  o f  S p e c i a l  P r o j e c t s  O f f i c e ,  f o r  my 
com m ent  t h i s  i s s u e .

H a v i n g  o b s e r v e d  l a n d  c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  s i n c e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
D e l t a  p r o j e c t ,  I w o u ld  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  
u s e  o f  t h e  h e a v y  c h a i n  a s  a p r e l i m i n a r y  l a n d - c l e a r i n g  o p e r a t i o n :

1. C h a i n i n g  i s  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  a l l  w o o d - s a l v a g e  o p e r a t i o n s  
p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  D e l t a  A r e a  t o  t h e  b e s t  o f  my k n o w l e d g e .  I f  a c c o m p ­
l i s h e d  when r o o t s  a r e  n o t  m c h o r e d  by f r o s t ,  n e i t h e r  d e c i d u o u s -  e o r  
c o n n i f e r o u s  s t e m s  a r e  s e e n  t o  s h a t t e r  i f  s o u n d .

2 .  S u ch  s t e m - d a m a g e  a s  n ay  o c c u r  s h o u l d  be  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  
f o u n d  in  s h e a r - h a r v e s t  o p e r a t i o n s .

3 .  S a l v a g e  c o s t s  s h o u l d  n o t  be  i n c r e a s e d  by c h a i n i n g ,  d u e  t o  
" t r a d e - o f f "  o f  new a c c e s s  ( p a t t e r n e d )  t r a i l s  a g a i n s t  so m e w h a t  e n t a n g l e d  
s t e m s .

4 .  One f i n d s  ito d e g r a d a t i o n  o f  s t e m  q u a l i t y  d u e  t o  a l l e g e d  
d r a g g i n g ,  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r .

I n  sum m ary ,  I a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f o r e s t e r ,  s e e  no s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n  
t o  o p p o s e  t h e  c h a i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n  on f o r e s t  w h ic h  m i g h t  he s c h e d u l e d  
f o r  s u c c e s s i v e  l u m b e r  o r  f i r e w o o d  s a l v a g e .

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

TELE:

QIJDJ:

G F F /sk /m n



IC AND IK CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
P . 0 .  Box 60583  

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9070G

M a r c h  14, 1981

TO: Mr. B i l l  Ward
RC: B id  P r o p o s a l  on T r a c t  23
LOCATION: P o i n t  M a c K e n z ie  A g r i c u l t u r a l  P r o j e c t

T h i s  q u o t e  p e r t a i n s  t o  l o g g e d  o f f  a r e a s  w h e r e  s t u m p s  w i l l  be  
e n c o u n t e r e d .  The s t a c k i n g  p r i c e  w i l l  b e  54 5 0 . 0 0  p e r  a c r e .
T h i s  q u o t e  r e p r e s e n t s  a 3 2 5 8 . 00  i n c r e a s e  due  t o  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  
t i n e  i n v o l v e d  in  s t u n n  r e m o v a l s

T h e s e  f i g u r e s  w e re  o b t a i n e d  by a c t u a l  work  p e r f o r m e d  i n  t h e  
l o g g e d  o f f  a r e a s .

I f  an y  i n f o r m a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a b o v e  i s  n e e d e d ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  
f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  u s  a t  y o u r  c o n v e n i e n c e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Bud LaFon

G D L : jd y /m n



DURWOOD J .  ZAELKE _ . , " . ;
•Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, Inc. 
419 6th S t ree t ,  Suite 321 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 ~ ?•
(907) 586-2751-. ' . . . .  '

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE .. 

Harley Brotherton) e t .  al;'j/-: •?

1 S . ' . '  P l a in t i f f s , - .  * ...

.'.vDeoartment of Natural.. Resources'; v ) .••i'Nq. , 3AN- 81-1541 C iv i l ' ;■ \ f - |

STIPULATION AND ORDER FOR "DISMISSAL,

WHEREAS, timber resources are among the s t a t e ' s  most...''

.' .valuable resources; • ■' • .. . ..W .'

WHEREAS a g r i c u l tu r a l ’projects  sometimes, require  the. 

c lear ing of valuable timber from s ta te . ' lands ; and

WHEREAS c lea r ing ' fo r  agr icu l tu ra l  p ro jec ts  involves - 

the p o ten t ia l  for  wasting valuable timber resources:  ... .

NOW THEREFORE, The Department of Natural Resources of 

the State of Alaska, the Agricultural Action Council of the

State of Alaska, and the p l a in t i f f s  in Brotlierton, e t .  a l . ,
. . . .  » * • - • » *. *

v. Department of Natural Resources, Civi l  No. 3AN-81-1541, 

by and through th e i r  attorney Durwood J .  Zaelke, do hereby 

s t ip u la te  as 'follows:

' r. i-v/-..{i) Aui'y a n d 'a l l  loans of s ta te  money for  c lea r ing  the' -'....;

Pt;^:MacKenzie ag r icu l tu ra l  project sha l l  include/a  condi t ion.,  

vj..'requiring the winners of the Pt: .MacKenzie. land l o t t e r y . t o . ,  .' 

.' o f fe r  the marketable, commercial timber resources on t l . o i r '  ' 

"lands to the highest bidder a t  a public auction duly noticed, 

and e i th e r  to accept such bid or to r e j e c t  i t  and purchase 

' the timber,themselves at  the value es tab li shed  by the highest 

bid; i f  the highest bid i s  accepted, the lo t t e ry  winners



shaDl provide the longest p r a c t i c a l .time for  removing the
•.••• :••• >■ . • . -f  
timber resources, consis tent  with the schedule required by
• :s. . .v  •each farmer’s approved development plan;.” *

: ' -v?.(iii-) • the?costs " o f  Asui*, • including vattorn 

amountVof •..$.2.;720’•:(68..hours::x .,$4 0/houri., • m • 

etvv.a 1 v v • D e p a r  tm ent  of-: Natural-Resources

defendants
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Durwood J 
• . Attorney f fs

‘ Rodger _
(for Barbara Mira'
Attorney for  Defendants x^v-.Vv. 4 • v; . • '.
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• - : DATED
Gcoilrcyy»aynes<- .

. .Deputy ̂ onunissioner V’V.*’ ,r ; ‘ .  '•"v -*'; ‘;vj^ . ’• .  \

: Agricul tural  A c . . .. . • • v..
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ORDER .

The above s t ipu la t ion  i s  hereby approved and the action

e n t i t l e d  Brotherton, e t .  a l . ,  v. Department of Natural

Resources, No. 3AN-81-1541, i s  hereby dismissed.

/. . 
DATED: .. V  • \  , \ r -  :

;. . •■. 's; - . . - . : . . ;7 ’•.'“ ..'■.Judge Johnstone . ••• ... . - 7 .'
.7: . V ■

-T ‘ i..........................................C Z ' i " ........... •=."',*Sajvs.*. • Ts.*
-r4 . ;  j  ». . . • -

p M |

....

• • .. .-.i. ." :v :•,.•••."?•••• .v - r v .  w w i “-.-a*. . . .
•V/ - r •.. A-" •..

.. * * 
. 1* .

.• . t *.j» ; . v• . *. • .
p y - m y :

...• & *.. •• j  ’ :.v.' ‘ .'

/ /. .... .

/ /  V 

'• / /

,\r.
% < -..s.- 

■ >?•.

ry-r. .  -T*

•aT
;• V *my.•/ /  •*■ • m“ \ • • • .»• . -t  . •

*•".*•••* . • ,V ; • . i- . '- r. •/ / • . : . .   •: .* ‘ . • **• *• - »"•
r ' S  • ■••:. • • ; ■. v. .*/*•• • .• .■ . v» . , ■ *■ : * ' : * • * * * ' v ,  •* ' •
■ ?.;v, v7«7 v ■•■jf-'i.!*.'• •'•' :•••.•••. I.•'••■. . .."

V!\! ! • - ! . ',V '• 4-1 ‘ ' . . . A r v*• „• • .- jr .• *..* * . • . • r . ; v  .
/ /

/ / . : .  • • •• • .

/ / .
/ /

v. . ~ • .. .** ; .................  • i  *. •
vr

V •• M.J ?
:• ...A./ - ' ! '■•■'":

-3-


	SRES12 SB 245



