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Senator Colletta, stated that SCR 17 sets up a procedure to

utilize one of the state resources. V/ith the current emphasis
on agricultural development, It 1is necessary to utilize the
timber that 1is on the land. SCR 17 directs the various

agencies to work together jointly to utilize all of the
resources

Senator Sturgulewski offered Ilanguage for amendments. The
Chairman suggested since SCR 17 would be next 1in the Finance
Committee that the amendments could take place there.

Bob Palmer, Coordinator, Special Projects for the Governor,
stated that he supports the concept of SCR 17. He explained
th~t the language "highest and best use"” is not always the
the most obvious use of the resource.

Senator Mulcahy put forth the motion to move SCR 17 wlth
Individual recommendations.

Bob Palmer, Coordinator, Special Projects for the Governor,
stated he supports SB 275. He indicated that during a

recent market trip to Japan he found that they Import large
amounts of peat from West Germany which contains POZ moisture.
The Japanese use peat for cattle feed, oil spill clean wup

and potting soil. Peat offers a prime opportunity for a new

industry 1in Alaska. One of the difficulties with the development

of a peat industry is a large portion of it is located in
wet lands which fall under the jurisdiction of the Army
Corps of Engineers. He suggested that due to the Ilimited
funds in the Agricultural Loan Program that AIDA or ARRC
might be more appropriate bodies to handle loans for peat.

The Committee was adjourned at 2:?5 p.m.
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DATE: April 7, 1981
RE: Hearing Wednesda/, April 8th, 1:30 p.m., Beltz Room

Attached please find the following materials for Wednesday®"s
hearing:

SSSJR 10 Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State
of Alaska relating to agricultural rights in state
lands.

Kodiak Soil Conservation Subdistrict, Resolution,
regarding Jloss of agricultural lands to subdivisions.

SCR 17 Relating to the development of a wood products industry
in the state.

"Use of trees to be cleared from Alaska agricultural
lands to develop a new wood fiber 1industry: a proposal
for state policy." Mead Treadwell, December 20, 1970.

SB 2li5 An Act amending t..e agricultural loan program to
authorize Jloans for the harvesting, storage, and
delivery of peat.

Attachments
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State 0or Alaska
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
JUNIUU

April 1, 1981

The Honorable Terry Gardiner
Alaska State Legislature
House Resources Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Gardiner:

have your letter of March 6, 1981, concerning timber utilization
at Point Mackenzie.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the settlement of the litigation
agreed to by the State and the Sierra Club concerning that issue.

Also enclosed please find an estimate from the Department of
Natural Resources of the amount of commercial spruce on each

tract and the dollar value calculated at $35/MBF (thousand board
foot). Ted Smith states that $20/M13F is a more reasonable figure
for a total value of about $50,000. If there is as much as 9 mil.-
lion board feet (9,000 MBF) the value would still be only $180,000.
The value of the birch firewood has been estimated at $90,000.

Certainly, these figures are far .less than the "millions"” quoted
by the media.

I am also enclosing statcmerus from various individuals with knowledge
and personal experience in u..e Point Mackenzie area. I believe you
will find their statements of much value. I would especially commend
to you the words of Glen Franklin, the Contracts Administrator for

the Special Projects Office in Delta Junction. He has much experience
in timber utilization in Canada's Peace River area and supervised the
test clearing work at Point Mackenzie.

Thank you for your interest in this matter, Me, too, are certainly
desirous of the best feasible use of those timber resources.

Sincerely,

Jay S. Hammond
Governor

Enclosures

v/ cc: The Honorable Bettyc Fahrenkamp
Chairman

Senate Resources Committee
w/Enclosures
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March 6, 1981

The Honorable Jay Hammond
State of Alaska
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Governor Hammond:

We, as many Alaskans, are concerned about the utilization of
timber resources on agricultural lands. Since the time
schedule precludes any legislative action at this time,
we are sending you our concerns in letter form.

I
It would seem wisest for Alaska to guarantee that we fully
utilize timber resources on agricultural land developments.
The Pt. McKenzie area, according to your Department figures,
contains 9 million-board feet of commercial timber and 40
million board feet of firewood. This timber has the value
of $1-2 million, depending on your choice of estimates.
While we desire agriculture development, we should not
proceed such that wasteful uses are forced or utilized.

We would " ~st that you insure that all timber in the Pt.
McKenzie ,ca is actually utilized rather than burned or put
to any other such wasteful purpose. This will satisfy many
concerns.

& .

RECEIVEDAR 23 M

CEsepL Ch<udK.0J.1i.
freri A Z-kQ htArlbr.rt:

Kt tviSr. X 'mw



MEMORANDUM

To: Barbara Miracle Date: + March 10, 1981
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Law

From: Glen Franklin Re: Surplus Y/ood Disposal
Contracts Administrator( on Point MacKenzd
Special Projects Office Agricultural Prcject:
Office of the Governor Your Request ur Comments
3/6/81

As the person responsible for the administration of clearing
contracts on the Delta project and for our test clearing effort
on Point MacKenzie, | can write from substantial experience on
the question of wood and timber values within these projects.

The claims by Mr. Lowe of the Sierra Club and some members of the
Alaska Association of Independent Loggers concerning timber values
on the Point MacKenzie Project are spurious. One may guess, without
having been privy to their respective calculations, that the ADL
Forestry stom-counts for one or two of the most heavily timbered
tracts were used, then generalized for the entire project acreage.
Our test clearing effort, which covered three large tracts, plus
a small parcel of university land, showed fewer than 50 white
spruce (picea giauca) stems of harvestable size and totaling less
than 2,000 board feet. To be sure, these particular tracts we'T
chosen for our test on that criterion (i.e., no timber).

Colleagues and | have cruised every tract within this project and
have concluded that no more than eight of these 31 tracts show even
marginal quantities of white spruce. As for firewood, one should
dismiss without discussion the argument cliained-down deciduous
stems are rendered unusable. Ye heard this assertio prior to
start-up in Delta and heard nothing more of it after woodcutters
had experienced salvage after chaining. An excellent demonstration
is also available on Point MacKenzie, Tract 11, where we left one
mile-long strip by 300 feet chained down for salvage in December.
By January 20, when | again looked at this test strip, virtually
all birch and perhaps 50 -ercent of the aspen/poplar had been
removed by woodcutters. This is the program and schedule which

I would recommend:

Chain down of each tract this spring, then idle equipment through

summer and fall, while log and wood salvagers are encouraged to
work the entire project, now made accessible by the wii dbreak and
chaining trails. Stacking of remaining debris would follow the

succeeding winter.

Four tracts of our Delta | project were judged by ADL Forestry

to contain marketable timber and assessed stumpage. Of these

four, one owner was successful in selling the stumpage to a (an)
(amateur) salvager, but for considerably less than his own assessment



Memorandum to
Barbara Miracle -2- March 11, 1981

by the State. The salvager worked for one season with free
labor and a sawmill, but lias "folded"” before removing all the
purchased stems. The other three tract owners who purchased
"conmeri.ial timber"™ have all tried to sell stumpage without
success. One has purchased and used a sawmill. Each now
concludes th it he cannot compete with current prices for com-
mercial timber. Hot one of these four would now, after the
fact, agree to pay anything for the "commercial timber” on his

property.

Again concerning chaining, please understand that root systems

must be removed from soil intended for agricultu.al use. Salvagers
who cut standing materia* leave a stump which cannot be lifted by
the chain. Chaining, on the other hand, leaves a tree stem which
IS available for salvage. Thus, if the landowner is permitted to

chain his material down, it is both available for salvage and ready
for subsequent consolidation.

In summary, | urge that we leave the wood disposal to the discretion
of each tract owner and charge him/her no stumpage for any alleged
"commercial timber". I also recommend that he/she be required jto

make the chained-dnwn material available to the public.



Pt. MacKenzie Ag. Sale

White Spruce Data

Tract No. Parcel No. White Spruce Estimated
MBF ( 9"DBH) Value *
1 1 80 $ 2,800.00
2 20 0 0
3 21 40 1,400.00
4 2 10 350.00
5 3 30 1,050:00
6 | 22 168 5,880.00
7 23 100 3,500.00
8 4 200 7,000.00
9 5 400 14,000.00
10 6 125 4,375.00
11 24 40 (~chained) 1,400.00
12 7 110 3,850.00
13 8 109 3,815.00
14 9 370 12,950.00
15 10 80 2,800.00
16 1 . 75 2,625.00
17 12 80 2,800.00
18 . 25 125 4,375.00
19 26 175 6,125.00
20 Not For S
cl 27 80 2,800.00
22a 28 30 1,050.00
22b 29 50 1,750 00
23a&b 13 70 2,450.00
24 14 0 0
25 30 o (chained) p
26 31 120 4,200.00
27 15 0 Oschained) 0
28 16 0 0
29 17 21 73u.00
2,688 IVBF $94,360.00

¢Estimated value @ $35.00/mBF (Sale data from Trail Ridge
Sales)

7yeSw rrt sr-cres r "~ r T-oflm * [ss* * -

/'7&/12T tS&AJL.IS7~IC. /" /



Ut’ITGP STATE*? DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE - SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

March 23, 1031

Honorable Terry Gardiner, Chairman
House Resources Committee

Mail Station 3100

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Gardiner:

One very important stage in an economical clearing process is the
knockdown of the crees. This can be accomplished in several ways.
The old standard was to simply push over the trees with a bulldozer.
This method tends to skin up the trees and break and crush them sev-
erly; It is also a very expensive first step, due to the fact that
the cat has to essentially walk over every inch of the land before
it can start to push up the trees into piles.

In recent years chaining has been used very efficiently for knock-
down. This process is much faster, since the cats can be spaced out,
not needing to walk over the entire land area. Additionally, the
chaining process is much less destructive to the trees being knocked
down. Most trees are not rooted very well and are easily tipped over
by the chaining without having to apply the heavier weight of the cat.
Thus fewer trees are damaged. Chaining also tends to leave the trees
in a much "neaier” and more easily accessible condition. Cat knock-
down tends to leave the trees in a very tangled mess.

It has been stated that chaining damages the trees so that they are
not fit for logs or firewood. That is definitely not true. I have
personally seen many hundreds of logs salvaged from chained woodland
on the Delta Ag Project and numerous other clear'ng done in the Delta
area. I also have cut in excess of 50 cords of firewood during the
past several years. Perhaps as much as 50 percent has cone from chain
ed woodland.

Addition il facts should also be considered. If the wood on a parcel
of land is to be harvested, access is needed. Most amateur timber
cutters do not have the equipment nor tine to create access. Rut

after a chaining operation is completed, the access if then available,
thus saving the amateur considerable time and effort.

In summary, chaining is an efficient and economical process used to
help develop agricultural land, plus it is not severly destructive
to the wood resource, which we all want to be utilized.

Sincerely,
Roger Doyer

District Conservationist
Fairbanks



COOPERATIVE CITDKGIOIl HEHVICF. - UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA, FAIRBANKS

Tanana District

P. 0. Dox 349

Delta Junction, Alaska 99737
Phone: (907) 895-4215

' March 23, 1981

Honorable Terry Gardiner, Chairman
House P»esources Committee

Mail Station 3100

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Representative Gardiner:

The following comments are offered in rebuttal to allegations,
by special interest groups, that the primary phase of land clearing
(i.e. chaining) renders timber unsalvageable for lumber, logs, or
firewood.

As an advisor to the State of Alaska during the 2,000 acre

.agricultural land clearing trial conducted in Delta Junction in 1977
and 1978.1 personally witnessed the effect of chaining on a variety
of vegetative types. In addition, nearly all the vegetation on the
GO,000 acre Delta Agricultural Project has been chaii ed since 1978.

Chaining simply pulls the trees down to a nearly horizontal
position and tends to dislodge the root structure from tlie soil.
Chaining does not destroy the trees. Occasionally, trees will snap
off or shatter at the base, but this is rare. The bark is usually
marred, however this is an unimportant consideration in any of the
previously stated uses. Also, chaining does not result in signifi-
cant amount of timber being pul.led through the soil and thereby be-
coming encased in silt.

In many instances chaining has improved public access to the

timber by-providing trails. This lias resulted in large quantities
of firewood, house logs, lumber, posts and rails being salvaged on
the Ag Project here in Delta. jl cannot imagine the situation being

significantly different in other areas.

Sincerely,

Don Ouarberg
Ag Agent

DO /pd/nr:.



STATE*. OF ALASKA DIVISION OF FOREST, LAUD AND WATER
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES - MANAGEMENT, NORTHCENTRAL DISTRICT

MEMORANDUM

TO: Honorable Terry Gardiner
Chairman, State House Resources Commission
Mail Station 3100, Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

FROM: George P. Fortier
Area Forester
Delta Area Office
Division of Forest, Land & Water Management

DATE: March 23, 1981
TELE: 895-4220

QIJDJ: Forest material salvage: position taken by your Committee
against use of chain during land-clearing operations. Re-
quested by Glen Franklin of Special Projects Office, for my
comment this issue.

Having observed land clearing operations since inception of the
Delta project, | would offer the following observations concerning
use of the heavy chain as a preliminary land-clearing operation:

1. Chaining is compatible with all wood-salvage operations
practiced in the Delta Area to the best of my knowledge. If accomp-
lished when roots are not mchored by frost, neither deciduous- eor
conniferous stems are seen to shatter if sound.

2. Such stem-damage as nay occur should be less than that
found in shear-harvest operations.

3. Salvage costs should not be increased by chaining, due to
"trade-off" of new access (patterned) trails against somewhat entangled
stems.

4. One finds ito degradation of stem quality due to alleged
dragging, which does not occur.

In summary, | as a professional forester, see no substantial reason

to oppose the chaining operation on forest which might he scheduled
for successive lumber or firewood salvage.

GFF/sk/mn



ICANDIK CONSTRUCTION, INC.
P.0. Box 60583
Fairbanks, Alaska 9070G

March 14, 1981

TO: Mr. Bill Ward
RC: Bid Proposal on Tract 23
LOCATION: Point MacKenzie Agricultural Project

This quote pertains to logged off areas where stumps will be
encountered. The stacking price will be 5450.00 per acre.
This quote represents a 3258.00 increase due to the excessive
tine involved in stunn removals

These figures were obtained by actual work performed in the
logged off areas.

If any information other than the above is needed, please feel
free to contact us at your convenience.

Sincerely,

Bud LaFon

GDL:jdy/mn



DLRANOD J. ZAELKE o, "

*Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, Inc.

419 6th Street, Suite 321

Juneau, Alaska 99801 ~ »

(907) 586-2751-." cee

IN THE SUPERIOR GOURT FOR THE STATE OF ALASKA
THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT AT ANCHORAGE

Harley Brotherton) et. al;'j/-: @

15" Plaintiffs,-. *..

.".vDeoartment of Natural.. Resources’; v ).ei'Ng. ,3AN- 81-1541 Civil';m\f-|

STIPULATION AND CRDER FOR "DISMISSAL,

WHEREAS, timber resources are among the state's most..."

. .valuable resources; o W o W .

WHEREAS agricultural’projects sometimes, require the.
clearing of valuable timber from state.'lands; and

WHEREAS clearing'for agricultural projects involves -
the potential for wasting valuable timber resources:

NOWV THEREFORE, The Department of Natural Resources of
the State of Alaska, the Agricultural Action Council of the
State of)ﬁlaglga,. and th()e) plaintiffs in Brotlierton, et. al.,

" v. Department of Natural Resources, Civil No. 3AN-81-1541,
by and through their attorney Durwood J. Zaelke, do hereby
stipulate as'follows:
"ri-vi-.{i) Ay and'all loans of state money for clearing the'-..,
Pt;":MacKenzie agricultural project shall include/a condition.,
vj..'requiring the winners of the Pt: .MacKenzie. land lottery.to., .
offer the marketable, commercial timber resources on tl.oir" '
"lands to the highest bidder at a public auction duly noticed,
and either to accept such bid or to reject it and purchase
" the timber,themselves at the value established by the highest

bid; if the highest bid is accepted, the lottery winners
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ORDER .

The above stipulation is hereby approved and the action
entitled Brotherton, et. al., v. Department of Natural
Resources, No. 3AN-81-1541, is hereby dismissed.
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