


Mrs./ummmcomao»

620 £  10TH 
ROOM 203
ANCHORAGE,.1'  LASKA 99501 
PHONE: (9071272-5508

DEPARTM ENT OF COMMERCE &  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
REAL ESTATE COMMISSION 
A p r i l  9 ,  1981

S en a t o r  Bob Mulcahy  
Pouch V
Juneau ,  A la ska  99811

Dear  S en a t o r  Mulcahy :

In  re sponse  to you r  c a l l  r e q u e s t in g  a p o s i t i o n  s ta tement  from the 
c o r jn i s s i o n  r e g a r d in g  HB148:

The r e a l  e s t a t e  commission reques ted  t h a t  I1B148 be in t r o du ced  to  
enab le  th e  commission to  c a r r y  ou t  the f u n c t i o n  d i c t a t e d  by l a s t
y e a r ' s  sunse t  r e p o r t .  The commiss ion was s epa ra ted  from the ✓
d i v i s i o n  o f  o c c u p n t i o n a l  l i c e n s i n g  by " sun se t"  but  the fund ing f o r  
the  newly c r e a t e d  commission BRU was not  approved b e f o r e  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e  ad j o u rn e d .

The commission f e e l s  t h a t  the l a c k  o f  funds i s  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e  by p r e v en t in g  th e  commiss ion from p r o p e r l y  and 
t im e l y  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  c omp la in t s  and p r o s e c u t i n g  v i o l a t i o n o .  11B148 
p r o v i d e s  funds to  h i r e  an i n v e s t i g a t o r  which w i l l  a l l e v i a t e  t h i s  
prob lem  and m a t e r i a l l y  b e n e f i t  A la skan s .

HB148 a l s o  p r o v id e s  funds to move the  l i c e n s e  examiner t o  the  
c om m is s i on ' s  o f f i c e  in  Anchorage which w i l l  i n c r e a s e  the e f f i c i e n c y  
c f  the commiss ion in  h and l ing  the  i s s u an ce  and t r a n s f e r  o f  l i c e n s e s  
and the maintenance o f  commission r e c o r d s .  The commission i s  
i n s t a l l i n g  an up to  da te  p r o c e s s o r  to  i n c r e a s e  the e f f i c i e n c y  in  
m a in t a in in g  l i c e n s e  r e c o r d s .  De lay  in  t r a n s f e r r i n g  the l i c e n s e  
examiner  r e s u l t s  in  more d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  work when th e  r e c o r d s  are  
t r a n s f e r r e d .

The b i l l  a l s o  p r o v id e s  f o r  che employment o f  an a d d i t i o n a l  
c l e r k - t y p i s t .  The commiss ion has a s e r i o u s  prob lem in r o u t i n e  
paperwork p r o c e s s i n g  and r e spond ing  to the p u b l i c  be cause  the
paperwork p r o c e s s i n g  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  i n t e r r u p t e d  by th e  "waTk- in or
phone in" p u b l i c  b u t  "no j o b  i s  f i n i s h e d  t i l l  the paperwork i s
done" . The a d d i t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  pe rm i t  c l e r i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  and
p u b l i c  c o n t a c t  f u n c t i o n s  to b o th  be c a r r i e d  ou t  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
w i th o u t  i n t e r f e r r i n g  w i th  each o t h e r .



Th is  budge t  a l s o  pu r c h a s e s  the n e c e s s a ry  d e sk s ,  e t c .  f o r  the  new 
p o s i t i o n s .

Th is  budge t  a l s o  p r o v id e s  funds to pay the b a l an ce  o f  the  e x e c u t i v e  
d i r e c t o r ' s  s a l a r y  f o r  FY81 .  The e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  has been in  
o f f i c e  s i n c e  J u l y ,  1980 b u t  has drawn the s a l a r y  o f  the e x e c u t i v e  
s e c r e t a r y  due to the  l a c k  o f  funds t o  fund the change in  g r ad e .
Th is  change i s  from range 18 t o  range 22 .

Funds must be approved b e f o r e  the  d i v i s i o n  o f  p e r s onne l  w i l l  b e g in  
to c l a s s i f y  the new p o s i t i o n s .  We have been in formed t h a t  much o f  
t h i s  money w i l l  not  a c t u a l l y  be spent because  some p o s i t i o n s  w i l l  
take 5 t o  6  months to  be c l a s s i f i e d  and approved by the d i v i s i o n  o f  
pe r s onne l  bu t  the  5 to  6  month p e r i o d  beg in s  on ly  when funds a re
app roved .  I f  t h i s  budget  i s  approved we w i l l  have an i r i v e s t i g a  • ; r
by August  o r  September . I f  no t  we w i l l  be l o o k in g  a t  December j r  
January  b e f o r e  the p o s i t i o n  i s  f i l l e d .

A m a jo r  e f f e c t  o f  p a s s in g  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  be t h a t  the  commiss ion w i l l  
c o n s o l i d a t e  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  and b eg in  a dm in i s t e r in g  them w i th  
minimum a d d i t i o n a l  c o n f u s i o n  and d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t s  due to  
funding r e l a t e d  d e l a y s .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  enab le  the commiss ion to  
b e t t e r  p r o t e c t  the p u b l i c  much sooner  and more e f f i c i e n t l y  than w i l l  
o t h e rw i s e  be the c a s e .

The commiss ion and i t s  s t a f f  a r e  ready  to  a s s i s t  you in  any way 
p o s s i b l e  q u e s t i o n s .  Plea.se do not h e s i t a t e  to  c a l l  upon us i f  you  
have ,tny q u e s t i o n s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Lance Y o un g q u i s t ,  Chairman 
A la ska  R e a l  E s t a t e  Commission

LY :ks

c c :  D i v i s i o n  o f  Budget and Management



Official Business

Senate

Committee on Cz&or & Commerce Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

H B  148; S U M M A R Y :

M a k e s  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  $ 4 4 , 7 0 0  to t h e  Dept, o f  

C o m m e r c e  a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t  for t h e  R e a l  E s t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n  

for t h e  F i s c a l  Y e a r  e n d i n g  J u n e  30, 1981.
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