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Alaska State 'jCegts&uure

F e b r u a r y  25, 1 9 8 2
SEN AT O R  M IK E  COLLETTA

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  V i c t o r  F i s c h e r  

C h a i r m a n

S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  
P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A k  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r :

E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  o f  a p o l l  c o n d u c t e d  b y  D a v e  D i t t m a n  f o r  t h e  
F r e e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o w i n g  c o n c l u s i v e l y  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  f a v o r  l i m i t i n g  

t h e  t e r m s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s .

B a s e d  o n  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  c o n t a i n e d  in t h e  p o l l ,  I 
u r g e  y o u  t o  s c h e d u l e  h e a r i n g s  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  o n  S e n a t e  J o i n t  

P e s o l u t i o n  55, w h i c h  I i n t r o d u c e d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  s e s s i o n .

T h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  w h i c h  m u s t  p a s s  t h i s  s e s s i o n  to g a i n  a s p o t  o n  

t h e  1 9 8 2  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t ,  w o u l d  l i m i t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  t e r m s  
a l e g i s l a t o r  m a y  s e r v e  t o  f o u r  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s  in t h e  H o u s e  a n d  

t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  t e r m s  in t h e  S e n a t e .

N o t h i n g  in t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p r e v e n t s  a n  i n c u m b e n t  f r o m  r u n n i n g  f o r  

o f f i c e  in t h e  o p p o s i t e  h o u s e  a f t e r  s e r v i n g  t h e  m a x i m u m  t i m e  i n  o n e  

b o d y ,  o r  t o  s i t  o u t  a t e r m  a n d  s e e k  e l e c t i o n  to h i s  f o r m e r  s e a t .

I j u s t  f e e l  it is g o o d  b u s i n e s s  p r a c t i c e  t o  r o t a t e  p e o p l e ,  b e f o r e  

o l d  h a b i t s  s e t  in. A n d  a p p a r e n t l y  A l a s k a n s  h o l d  t h e  s a m e  o p i n i o n .  

O f  t h e  4 5 5  p e r s o n s  i n t e r v i e w e d  in 51 c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  
6 2  p e r c e n t  f a v o r e d  l i m i t i n g  t h e  t e r m s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s .  T h e  t r e n d  

w a s  c o n s i s t e n t  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  o f  a l l  a g e s ,  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  a r e a s  
o f  t h e  s t a t e .

A g a i n ,  I r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  t a k e  u p  S J R  5 5  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  in 
o r d e r  t o  a l l o w  t h e  p u b l i c  a m p l e  t i m e  to t e s t i f y  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y ,

h i k e  C o l l e t t a

c c :  a l l  L e g i s l a t o r s

f l i t  A . D O X  1400.K .  A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  90002 •  P O U C H  V . J U N E A U  *10011
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SURVEY ACCURACY

T h e  D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  r e c o g n i z e d  in 1 9 7 8  as o n e  

of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  m o s t  a c c u r a t e  p o l i t i c a l  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  o r­

g a n i z a t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  a n a t i o n - w i d e  c o m p a r i s o n  of p u b l i s h e d  

p r e - e l e c t i o n  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s ,  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e d  t he r e p u t a t i o n  

f o l l o w i n g  t he 1 9 8 0  G e n e r a l  E l e c t i o n s  in A l a s k a .  T h e  fi.ial 

p r e - e l e c t i o n  s t a t e - w i d e  s u r v e y  p u b l i s h e d  in T h e  A n c h o r a g e 

T i m e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  w o u l d  d e f e a t  C l a r k  G - u e n i n g  

by 82 a n d  b e c o m e  A l a s k a ' s  n e w  U . S .  S e n a t o r .  A f t e r  a l l  c h a l ­

l e n g e d  a n d  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  w e r e  c o u n t e d ,  t he c e r t i f i e d  r e s u l t s  

r e v e a l e d  M u r k o w s k i  h a d  d e f e a t e d  G r u e n i n g  b y  8 . 0 0 2 % .



•  •

M E T H O D O L O G Y

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  F e b r u a r y  27 - M a r c h  5, 1 9 8 1 ,  r e s i d e n t s  

of t h e  s a m p l e  l o c a t i o n s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  w e r e  

p e r s o n a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  b y  t e l e p h o n e  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r v i e w i n g  

e m p l o y e e s  of the D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h e  v.'ews a n d  

o p i n i o n s  of the A l a s k a  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  r e c o r d e d  o n  a n u m b e r  

of t o p i c s  o n  a s t r i c t l y  c o n f i d e n t i a l  b a s i s .

R e s e a r c h  d e s i g n - A r a n d o m  s a m p l e  d e s i g n  w a s  f e a t u r e d  w h i c h  

p r o v i d e d  t h a t  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  of t h o s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  

in t h e  s u r v e y  h a d  e s s e n t i a l l y  the s a m e  c h a n c e  of b e i n g  

i n t e r v i e w e d .  T h e  s a m p l e  wa . a p p o r t i o n e d  b a s e d  on t h e  p o p ­

u l a t i o n  of t h e  i n c l u d e d  c o m m u n i t i e s .

Z . i 1 u s e l e c t i o n - T h e  A n c h o r a g e  s a m p l e  w a s  s e l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  

a c o m p u t e r - g e n e r a t e d  r a n d o m  d i g i t  d i a l i n g  p r o g r a m .  T h i s  

is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  in A n c h o r a g e  d u e  to a 4 0 %  r a t e  

of u n p u b l i s h e d  a n d  u n l i s t e d  n u m b e r s .

T h e  s a m p l e  in t h e  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  s t a t e - w i d e  w a s  r a n d o m l y  

s e l e c t e d  f r o m  c u r r e n t  t e l e p h o n e  s u b s c r i b e r s  l i s t e d  in the 

m o s t  r e c e n t  t e l e p n o n e  d i r e c t o r y  f o r  e a c h  c o m m u n i t y .  In t h e s e  

c o m m u n i t i e s  t he p e r c e n t a g e  o f  n o n - l i s t e d  n u m b e r s  d o e s  not 

e x c e e d  1 0 %.
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P R O C E S S I N G  T H E  D A T A -

D i t t m a n  R e s e a r c h  E m p l o y e e s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  c o d i n g  a n d  

e d i t i n g ,  w h i l e  a l l  k e y - p u n c h i n g ,  v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  d a t a  

p r o c e s s i n g  w a s  c o m p l e t e d  b y  B o e i n g  C o m p u t e r  S e r v i c e s  

■Zo m p a n y  t h r o u g h  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  P a c k a g e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  

S c i e n c  es ( S P S S )  p r o g r a m s .  T h e  S P S S  p a c k a g e  is o n e  of t he 

m o s t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r e s e a r c h - o r i e n t e d  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  

a n a l y t i c a l  s y s t e m s  a v a i l a b l e ,  a n d  is d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

f o r  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o f  s u r v e y  r e s e a r c h  d a t a .



SAMPLE LOCATIONS

S a m p l e  p o i n t s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  

i n  s u c h  a m a n n e r  t h a t  a l l  c i t i z e n s  o v e r  18 h a v e  e s s e n t i a l l y  

t h e  s a m e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n v o l v e m e n c .  S a m p l e s  a r e  d r a w n  f r o m  

51 A l a s k a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .
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QUESTION:
1

Would you favor or oppose limiting the number of terms a legislator 
may serve to a maximum of four consecutive terms —  8 years —  in 
the House; and two consecutive terms —  also 8 years -- in the
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

LOCATION
C R O S S T  A B U L A T I O R  C F

EY LEC-TERFS
* *
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! t-l=>YSS

2 : + YRS

C O L U M N

TOTAL

I N - R F A V O R O P P C S E R O W

T O T A L

I 0 1 2

I 1 2 8 7 28 1 2 7

I 9 . 4 6 8 . 5 2 2 . 0 2 7 . 9

j 7, 5 2 31 8 6

I 3 . 5 6 0 . 5 3 6. C 1 8 . 9

I b < 1 9 23 7 8

I 7 . 7 6 2 . 8 2 8 . 5 1 7 . 1

I 1 41 15 5 7

I l.P 7 1 . 9 2 6 . 3 1 2 . 5

I 1 1 5 5 _4l 1 0 7

I 1 0 . 3 5 1 . 4 3 8 . 3 2 3 . 5

33 28 4 138 4 5 5

7 . 3 6 2 . 4 3 0.3 1 0 0 . 0



ss. ^ULTI-QUEST 9/DITTHAN RESEARCH CORP/MARCH 1961 ei/'O:

F I L E  M U L T I  9 ( C R E A T I O N  D A T E  = 8 1 / C - 3 / 1 C . )

AGE

C R C S S ’i A R U

R O W

T O T A L

............. L E G T E R M S
C O U N T  I 

R O W  P C T  I N - R F A V O R O P P O S E

§ fiG E

I C

r: I ' 0

1

I

I
-I —

I

2  I 

t r 1

N-P. I 0 1 0 C . 0 T C I • 2
- I ------ ----

T  C 4 6 I 27 I 7c
I D -24 I 6 . 4 5 9. G I 3 4 . 6  I 1 7 . 1

-I — -------- 1

2 I . 1 3_ 133 I 6 6  1 2 14

2 5 - 4 0 I 6 . 1 6 2 . 1 T 31 . 6  I 4 7. C
- I -----------

? T . . 8 69
•ri 35 I 1 1 2

4 1 - 55 I 7 .1 6 1 . 6 I 3 1 . 3  I 2 4 . 6
- I -------- —

6 I „  „7._. 35 T P I 5 0
5 6 + I 14 .G 70. 0 I 16. C I 1 1 . 5

-I - — - - - - - -I —
C O L U M N  23 284 136 4 5 5

T O T 4 L 7.3 6 2.4 3 2 . 3 15 0 . 0

B Y

I O N  O F  * * 

. . L E G T E R R S  __
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MULT T9 (CREATION.DATE = 3 1 / G 3 / 1 0 . )

81/03

£  ^ T L I

* * * * * * * * * * * *

SEX

* * * * *  C R O S S T A B U L A T I O N  O F
BY LEC-TEFMS

*  *

LEGTERMS
COUNT

ROW PCT !<i -R FAVOR OPPOSE ROW
TOTAL

r.vt ••• 5 I 1 I c. 1
PT.V
i::r SEY I

. 1 15 I 13 0 I 57 I 2C2

r.::: MALE 7 .  A I 6 4 . 4 I 2 8 . 2  ' I 4 4 . 4

i
•m mm mm ̂  mm mm ^- I - — --- -- - I — —— — “ I

E* .2 18 I 154 ▼1 81 I 253
FEMALE 7 .1 I 6 3 . 9 I 3 2 . 0 T 5 5 . 6

r.v: - i
COLUMN 33 28 4 138 *t55

t o t a l 7 . 3 6 2 . 4 - .3 1 0 0 . 0

t:::e-.:.

r
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SS F I L E  MULT I ?  ( C R E AT I ON DATE = 8 1 / 0 3 / 1 0 .  )

»•••

* i  * * * *
WORKFOR

* * * * * * * * * * •* * C R 0 S S T A B U L A T I O N  C F  * * 
BY LEGT l RHS

. ... .. _ LEG TERMS

D
COUNT I 
QW PCT I N  — R 

I
FAVCR OPPOSE ROW

TOTAL

% WCRKFOR
I  0 I  

. . . 1 _  I  . 2 I

1

2 6

I  2 

I  10

I

I 3 8
... FEDERAL I  5 . 3  I 6 8 .  A I  2 6 . 3 I 8 .  A

- X ------ . . .  —  x
2 1 2 1 3 2 1 1A a. * P

STATE I A . 2  I 6 6 . 7 I 2 9 . 2 X 1 0 . 5
- I — ------ ------ 1 *

3 1 1 1 2 8 I  1A A3
LOCAL I 2 . 3  I 6 5 . 1 I 3 2 . 6 9 . 5

v.v. -  X - - - - - - - - i
t:;: A I  18 I 1 1 8 I 5 9 I 1 9 3
* P RI VATE I 8 . 3  I 6 1 . 1 I  3 0 . 6 I A 2 • A

- I  1
5 1 12 I 8 C I  A1 I 1 2 3" •• NCTVORK I 9 . 0  1 6 fi. 2 I  3 0 . 8 rJL 2 9 . 2

- I - --------------- 1“*** COLUMN 25 28 A • 1 3 8 A 5 5
TOTAL 7 . 3 O u .  A 3 0 . 3 1 r’ 0 .  0



£  _FTLE H U L T I 9  ( C R E A T I O N  DATE = _ 8 l / 0 3 / 1 0 . ) ________  ...

* * • * *  + * * * * ★ • » • * ★ * * ★ * *  C R O S S T A B U L A T I O N
„ t fORKCC. _ ____________________    B Y _ L E 6 T E R K
;V: * * * * * * * * * * * *

LEGTERMS

* 
o
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FILE MULT 19 (CREATION DATE = 81/03/1%)

I  \  C f;v E
★ ★ ★  "k C R 0 S s T A 5

::::

. . .  .. . . LEGTERMS.Hi llil I. 
■

COUNT I  
ROW PCT I N - R  

I
FAVOR OPPOSE RGU

TOTALr.-.: I  0 I  1 2 T
INCOME ----------------- 1 ------------------

0 1 3 I 2C- 10 I 3 3. . . DE CL I NE S  I  9 . 1 I  6 'j .  6 3 0 . 3 I 7 . 3- I — - - — - -:::: 1 1  1C I £ 9 27 T 1 1 6
0 - 2 0 u C " I  C • 6 I  5 9 . 5 2 1 . 9 TT1 2 5 .  5

- I -------------
•••• 2 1 13 I 1? £1 I 1 6 1

2 T - - 5 C : :  I  7 . 2 I 5 9 . 1 3 2 . 7 TX 3 9 . 6- 1 ---- - - - - -
3 I  2 I 6 0 1 7 I 7 9

— 4 5 - 6 0  t '  * I 2 . 5 I 7 5 . 9 2 1 . 5 I 1 7 .  A
4m. . . . . 4 I  5 I 2 8 13 I 4 6£ 0 C C C♦ I  1 0 . 9 I £ 0 . 9 2 8 . 3 I 10.1

________  COLUMN 3 3 2 8  A ■ 1 3 8 /l C ̂
. . . . TOTAL 7 . 3 £ 2 . 4 SC .3 10 0.0

i T I  ?• N C F 
EY LEGTERKS

81/C

* *

V
i yi

n



~ r i J L T T - Q U E S T  9 / D I  TTNAN RESEARCH CORP/ MARCH 1 9 8 1  “ ~ " *  8 1 / 3 3

£  _ F I L E  K U L T I 9  ( CREATI ON’ DATE = 8 1 / 0 3 / 1 0 . )
tr; " '   - ' ... —
. . . .

♦  C R O S S T A B U L A T I O N  O F  * *
________ VOTER       BY__ LEGTER f S _____________

★★♦ ’A * * * * * * • ■ * ■ £ * • * • ★★ * ' *

 ______________   LESTER MS_________________________ ’__________________________________ __________
r CCUNT I
I*... ROW PCT I N - R FAVOR OPPOSE ROW

___ I TOTAL __
r.-.r I I 1 I  2 ’ I •

vi! VOTER -------- r- - I - I ----------------- 1
& I , 0 I 7 I  0 1 3

rr N - » I ni- I 1 0 C . C I 0 I .  7
r.v": - I -
£::: - „ i  _ r r>c _ I 2 3 5 I  1 2 4  I 3 8 4

YES i 6 . 5 T* 6 1 . 2 I  3 2 . 3  I 8 4 . 4
-i - " I - I -------- 1

=::■ 2 I p X 4 6 I 6  6
~K 0 T 1 1 . P I 6 7 . 6 I 2 3 . 6  i 1 4 . 9 ’

r; - I  "
. c :»l u k k 33 2 8 4 138 4 5 5

r::

TOTAL 7 . 3 C 2 . 4 3 0 . 3 1 0 0 . 0
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=: F I L E  MULT. I5.  ( C R E A T I O N  DATE ,=___8_1/0 3 / 1 0 . )

PARTY
C R O S S T A B U L A T I O N  o f  * * 

BY LEGTERhS

i f g t f r m slllllllll

COUNT 
ROW PCT N-R FAVOR OPPOSE ROW

TOTAL
zz r 1 I 2 I

—
r A K 1 T -  — —

o 7 c; t I 1 7  I 7 7
- N - R 9 . 1 6 8 . 8 I

- I -
I

2 2 . 1  I 1 6 . 9

s. 1 c 6 1 3 4  I ICO
DEMOCRAT 5 « 0 6 1 . 0 I 3 4 . 0  I 2 2 .  0

— n
C. 3 5 7 1 2 4  I 8 4

REPBLIC-M 3 . 6 6 7 . 9 TA 2 8 . 6  I 1 8 . 5

3 1 8 1 1 3 I 6 3  I 19 4
— NONPARTv 9 . 3 5 8 . 2 I

—.T —
3 2 . 5  I 4 2 . 6

COLUMN 3 3 2 8 4
1

1 3 8 4 5 5
TOTAL 7 . 3  6 2 . A * * . 3  1 0 0 . 0
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