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February 25, 1982 SENATOR MIKE COLLETTA

The Honorable Victor Fischer
Chairman

State Affairs Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Ak 99811

Dear Senator Fischer:

Enclosed 1is a copy of a poll conducted by Dave Dittman for the
Free Committee showing conclusively that Alaskans favor limiting
the terms of legislators.

Based on the overwhelming statistics contained in the poll, I
urge you to schedule hearings as soon as possible on Senate Joint
Pesolution 55, which 1 introduced earlier this session.

The resolution, which must pass this session to gain a spot on
the 1982 general election ballot, would limit the number of terms
a legislator may serve to four consecutive terms in the House and
two consecutive terms in the Senate.

Nothing in the resolution prevents an incumbent from running for
office 1in the opposite house after serving the maximum time 1in one
body, or to sit out a term and seek election to his former seat.

I just feel it is good business practice to rotate people, before
old habits set in. And apparently Alaskans hold the same opinion.
0Of the 455 persons interviewed in 51 communities across the state,
62 percent favored limiting the terms of legislators. The trend
was consistent among Alaskans of all ages, background and areas

of the state.

Again, | request that you take up SJR 55 as soon as possible, 1in
order to allow the public ample time to testify on this matter.

Sincerely,

hike Colletta

cc: all Legislators

flitA. DOX 1400.K. ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 90002 « POUCH V. JUNEAU *10011
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SURVEY ACCURACY

The Dittman Research Corporation, recognized 1in 1978 as one

of the nation®"s most accurate political survey research or—
ganizations following a nation-wide comparison of published
pre-election survey results, further enhanced the reputation
following the 1980 General Elections in Alaska. The fi.ial
pre-election state-wide survey published in The Anchorage

Times reported that Frank Murkowski would defeat Clark G -uening
by 82 and become Alaska®s new U.S. Senator. After all chal—
lenged and absentee ballots were counted, the certified results

revealed Murkowski had defeated Gruening by 8.002%.



METHODOLOGY

During the period February 27 - March 5, 1981, residents

of the sample locations listed on the following pages were
personally contacted by telephone by professional interviewing
employees of the Dittman Research Corporation. The v."ews and
opinions of the Alaska residents were recorded on a number

of topics on a strictly confidential basis.

Research design- A random sample design was featured which
provided that all residents of those communities included
in the survey had essentially the same chance of being
interviewed. The sample wa . apportioned based on the pop-—

ulation of the included communities.

Z.i lu selection- The Anchorage sample was selected through
a computer-generated random digit dialing program. This
is particularly important in Anchorage due to a 40% rate

of unpublished and unlisted numbers.

The sample in the other communities state-wide was randomly
selected from current telephone subscribers Jlisted 1in the
most recent telepnone directory for each community. In these
communities the percentage of non-listed numbers does not

exceed 10 %.



PROCESSING THE DATA-

Dittman Research Employees completed the coding and
editing, while all key-punching, verification, and data
processing was completed by Boeing Computer Services
impany through the Statistical Package for the Social
Sciences (SPSS) programs. The SPSS package 1is one of the
most sophisticated research-oriented data processing and
analytical systems available, and is designed specifically

for the processing and analysis of survey research data.



SAMPLE LOCATIONS

Sample points are assigned geographically throughout Alaska
in such a manner that all citizens over 18 have essentially

the same opportunity for involvemenc. Samples are drawn from

51 Alaskan communities.
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QUESTION:

Would you favor or oppose limiting the number of terms a legislator
may serve to a maximum of four consecutive terms - 8 years - 1in
the House; and two consecutive terms - also 8 years -- in the
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