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A p r i l 17, 1931 465-4322

The Honorable Terry Stinson 
Alaska State  Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK  99011 

Dear Senator Stimson:

The purpose o f  th i s  l e t t e r  i s  to e.jpre33 my position-on Senate B i l l  69 
and corresponding substitutes to  date.

I respect fu l ly  submit that  the B i l l  in i t s  present substitute form 
(SCCCS 69, HGSS) i s  discriminatory in that i t  places requirements on 
some orrant Alaskan drivers while others are exempt.

To administer the requirements or non requircaanti defined in tho afore­
mentioned subst itute would bo cumbersome a t  beat without the end resu lt  
ju s t i fy in g  the means.

As the driver improvement course now stands, i t  i s  a voluntary one 
unless ordered by the Court as part  o f  tho sentenco process. I f  indi­
viduals with points accessed against  them wish to reduce those points, 
tho prerogative to do so i s  with them when tho a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 3uch  a 
course i s  present. The voluntary method appears to be o f fect ivo  within 
the parameter o f  a driver/accident ra t io  wliich i s  tho intent of the 
couroo in the f i r s t  place.

To place addit ional regulations on a l l  Alaskans that in part  or in whole 
do not material ly  o f f e c t  tho state-wide driver/accident ra t io  i s  not 
fu l ly  warranted.

Admittedly Senator, I do have some concarns about ovor-regulating tho 
public and w i l l  make myself available as spokesman for th is  Department 
to t e s t i f y  on the B i l l  i f  you or any of  your collenguoo so desire .

Si nc er el y,

W i l l i a m  R. M i x  

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: S o n a t o r  D i l l  R a y

K e i t h  S p e c k i n g ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  Aide, G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  

W a l t e r  L a w s o n ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S e r v i c e s ,  D P S

Ron Lehr, B u d g e t  c M a n a g e m e n t
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285. Administrative review of suspension 
for point accumulation 

290. Definitions
13 AAC 08.210. DEMERIT POINT 

SCHEDULE. Eor purposes of administratively 
identifying habitually reckless or negligent 
drivers and habitual or frequent violators o! 
traffic laws and in order to identify problem 
drivers, the following violations will be accorded 
these corresponding numerical weights upon 
conviction:

Point
Violation or Type o f Violations Value
(1) driving while license cancelled, 

suspended or revoked, or in
violation o f license lim ita tio n ..............  12

(2) driving while uiulei the influence ul
intoxicating liquor or drugs ................  10

(3) reckless d riv ing .....................................  10
(4) speed contest-racing.............................  10
(5) fleeing or attempting to elude a

police offjcei .......................................  10
(o) leaving scene o f accident .....................  9
(7) negligent d riv ing ...................................  ft
(8) failure to yield ligbt-ol-way to

authorized emergency vehicle..............  b
(9) failure to stop for school Inis while

Inis is loading or unloading..................  6
(10) fuilnic to obey official Irallic control 

device in school /one, playground 
crosswalk, or park ............................... 0

(11) speeding:
in school zone or playground

crosswalk ......................................... (>
3 to 9 miles pel hum over limit ..........  2
10 to 19 miles per bom over limit . . . .  ,4 
20 or more miles per hour over limit . , (>

(12) violation ol oversize oi overweight
permit pertaining to rest riel ion on speed:
3 to 9 miles pel hour over limit ..........  2
10 to 19 miles per hour over limit . . . .  4
20 or more miles per hour over limit 6
on hours of operation..........................  3

(13) careless driving ................................... 4
(14) following loo closely ..........................  4
(15) failure to slop or yield ........................  4
(lb) all others .............................................  2
(I I I .  I 1/4/74, Reg. 52; am 3/29/75, Reg. 53; am 
12/1/78, Reg. (.8)

Authority: AS 28.15,221
13 AAC 08.220. POINT ACCUMULATION 

APPLICATION TO DRIVER RECORD; 
COVE RACE!, (a) Repealed. (12/1/78, Reg. bS)

.1
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285. Administrative review of suspension 
for point accumulation 

290. Definitions
13 AAC 08.210. DEMERIT POINT 

SCHEDULE. For purposes o f administratively 
identifying habitually reckless or negligent 
drivers and habitual or frequent violators o f 
traffic laws and in order to identify problem 
drivers, the following violations will be accorded 
these corresponding numerical weights upon 
conviction:

Point
Violation or Type o f Violations Value
(1) driving while license cancelled, 

suspended or revoked, or in
violation o f license lim ita tio n ..............  12

(2) driving while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor cr drugs ................. 10

(3) reckless d riv ing ....................................  10
(4) speed contest-racing............................  10
(5) fleeing or attempting to elude a

police officer .......................................  10
(6) leaving scene o f accident .................... 9
(7) negligent d riv ing ..................................  6
(8) failure to yield right-of-way to

authorized emergency vehicle..............  6
(9) failiuo to stop for school Inis while

bus is loading or unloading..................  6
(10) failure to obey official traffic control 

device in school zone, playground 
crosswalk, or park ............................... 6

(11) speeding:
in school zone or playground

crosswalk .........................................  6
3 to 9 miles per hour over limit ..........  2
10 to 19 miles per hour over l im i t  4
20 or mote miles per hour over limit . . 6

(12) violation o f oversize or overweight 
permit pertaining to restriction on speed:
3 to 9 miles pc  hour over lim it ..........  2
10 to I') miles per bom over limit . . . .  4
20 or mo e miles per bom over limit 6 
on hours of operation........................... 3

(13) careless d r iv in g .....................................  4
(14) following too closely .........................  4
(15) failure to stop or y ie ld .......................  4
(16) all others .............................................  2
(I.ft. I 1/4/74. Reg. 52; am 3/29/75. Reg. 53; am 
12/1/78, Reg. 68)

Authority: AS 28.15.221
13 AAC 08.220. POINT ACCUMULATION 

AIM’ I I CATION TO DRIVER RECORD: 
COVERACiE. (a) Repealed. (12/1/78, Reg. 68)
,1



A p r i l  17, 1931 465-4322

The Honorable Terry Stinson 
Alaska State  Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Stimson:

The purpose o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  to express my position* on Senate B i l l  69 
and corresponding substitutes  to  date.

I re spect fu l ly  sufcoit that  the B i l l  in  i t s  present substitute  form 
(KCCCS 69, HGSS) i s  discriminatory in that  i t  p laces  requirements on 
romo errant  Alaskan dr ivers  while others are  exempt.

To administer the requirements or  non requirements defined in tho a fo re­
mentioned subst i tute  would bo cumbersome a t  beat without tho end re s u l t  
ju s t i fy in g  the means.

As the dr iver  improvement course now stands, i t  i s  a voluntary one 
unless ordered by the Court as p ar t  o f  the sentence process.  I f  indi­
v iduals  with points accessed aga inst  them wish to reduce those points , 
tho prerogative to  do so i s  with them when the a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  such a 
course i s  present .  The voluntary method appears to be e f f e c t iv e  within 
the parameter o f  a driver/acciden': r a t i o  which i s  tho intent o f  the 
courso in  the f i r s t  p lace .

To place addit ional  regulations on a l l  Alaskans that  in part  or in vzhole 
do not m ater ia l ly  e f f e c t  tho state-wide driver/accident r a t io  i s  not 
f u l l y  warranted.

Admittedly Senator, I do have some concerns about ovor-regulating tho 
public and w i l l  make myself ava i lab le  as  spokesman fo r  th is  Department 
to  t e s t i f y  on the B i l l  i f  you or any o f  your colleagues co dosirc .

Sincerely,

William It. Hix 
Commissioner

cc :  c a n t o r  B i l l  Ray
Keith Specking, Legis lat ive  Aide, Governor's Office 
Walter Lawson, Administrative Services,  DPS
R o n  Leh r,  B u d g e t  £ M a n a g e m e n t



Senate criticises driving
B y  The Associated P ress 

S e n a to rs  m u m b le d  c o m ­
p la in ts today abou t the point 
system  used to pena lize d rivers 
who get tickets, then delayed 
action on  a b ill which would  re ­
qu ire  d rive rs w ho ta lly  a ce r­
tain n um ber o f  v io la tio n s  to 
take a defensive d riv ing class.

Senate P residen t Ja lm a r K er- 
t tu la , D -P a lm e r , said " th is  
who le  point system is a lousy 
law ."  O thers m ade s im ila r as­
sessments.

^  J
U nde r^ tfie  law , d rive rs ac­

cumulate points ro r  tra ffic  v io ­
lations. The p rog ram  is de­
signed to  help th e  Dcpartm e.:* 
o f M o to r V eh ic le s  iden tify  
habitual o r  f.e q u en t vio la to rs , 
and revoke o r  suspend a license 
fo r  up to one ye a r i f  necessary.

Sen. T e rry  Stim sun, D-An- 
choragc, has irLvru^'eid a b ill 
(CSSSSB69 H ESS ) to i - iu ire d  
drivers who accumulate six o r  
m ore points in  12 months, o r  
nine o r  m o re  p o in ts  in  24

moutM^to complete a defensive 
driving course.

I f  i he course is not completed 
w it ' 15 days from  the date the 
p o in 'j a re  assessed, then the 
d rive r's license would be sus­
pended o r revoked.

W hile Stim son ’s b ill became 
m ired in debate, the Senate 
voted 18-2 to approve technical 
am endm en ts (H B 53 ) to  the 
point system to c la rify  that 
d rivers w ou ld  accumulate good 
points fo r  each 12 m on th s .
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