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May 14, 1981

The H o n o r ab le  Patrick Rodey 
Chairman, Senate J u d i ci ar y  C o m m i t te e 
A l a s k a  State Legis la tu re 
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Re: Senate Bills 287 and 391

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R o d e y :

The American Insurance A s s o c i a t i o n  is interested 
in the above bills. This letter is to request that someone 
in your C om mittee no tify my o f fi ce  w h e n  the a b o ve -r ef e re nc ed  
bills are to be heard.

Thank you for your courtesy.

V e r y  t r u d ^ L  y o u r s ,

m . T .  T h om a s



PLEASE NOTE: THE FOLLOWING PAGES WERE TREATED 
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Senate
Ju d iciary Committee

Official Business

M a y  14, 1981

Ski Boot Hill 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Sir or Madam:

Th a n k  you for your comments on SB 391, "An Act relating to civil 
liability on claims arising from skiing; and providing for an 
effective date."

On Friday, May 8, the Senate Judiciary Committee conducted 
hearings on this legislation. No action was taken by the 
committee at that time, and I am very doubtful that we will con­
duct further hearings during this session.

Again, I appreciate your comments and will make them a part of 
the committee's permanent file for any future consideration.

Sincerely,

Y a jc r
Senator Patrick M. Rodey 
Chairman

PMR/ods

.



sk
i 

po
or 

hi
ll

 
Fa

ir
ba

nk
s



Official Business Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
Judiciary Committee

M a y  14, 1981

Mr. T h o m a s  M c C a n n
Vice President and Mountain Manager 
Cleary Summit Ski Area 
719 2nd Avenue 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

D e a r  M r . M c C a n n :

Thank y o u  for your comments on SB 391, "An Act relating to civil 
liability on claims arising from skiing; and providing for an 
effective date."

On Friday, May 8, the Senate Judiciary Committee conducted 
hearings on this legislation. No action was taken by the 
committee at that time, and I am very doubtful that we will c o n­
duct further hearings during this session.

Again, I appreciate your comments and will make them a part of 
the committee's permanent file for any future consideration.

Sincerely,

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. R od ey  
C h a i r m a n

PMR/ods
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M a y  14, 1981

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
Official Business

Gary King, Jr.
1658 E. 59th Ave n u e  
.\nchorage,' A l a s k a  99507

D e a r  Gary:

Th a n k  you for your comments on SB 391, "An Act relating to civil 
liability on claims arising f r o m  skiing; and providing for an 
effective date."

On Friday, May 8, the Senate Judiciary Committee conducted 
hearings on this legislation. No action was taken by the 
committee at that time, and I a m  very doubtful that we will con­
duct further hearings during this session.

Again, X-appreciate your comments and will make them a part of 
the committee's permanent file for any future consideration.

Sincerely,

/ I z r

Senator Patrick M. Rodey 
C hairman

P M R / o d s
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M a y  14, 1981

Official Business Pouch V
Judiciary Committee state Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Senate

Mr. H a r l a n d  Davis 
610 W e s t  2nd A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501

i
D e a r  Mr. Davis:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments  on SB 391, MA n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

On Friday, M a y  8, the S enat e J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  c o n d ucted  
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. N o  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  b y  the 
c o m m i t t e e  at that time, and I a m  v e r y  d o u b t f u l  that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duct f u r t h e r  h e a r i n g s  d u r i n g  this session.

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  comments and w i l l  m a k e  ^hem a part of 
the c omm ittee's p e r m a n e n t  file for any fu ture consideration.

Sincerely,

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y  
C h a i r m a n

P M R / o d s
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M a y  14, 1981

Mr. James  A. O v i a t t  
6425 E. 14th A v e n u e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99504

Official Business
Judiciary Committee

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

D e a r  Mr. Oviatt:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments on SB 391, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

On Friday, M a y  8, the S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  c o n d u c t e d  
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. N o  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  b y  the 
c o m m i t t e e  at that time, a n d  I a m  v e r y  d o u btful  that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duct  f u r ther h e a r i n g s  d u r i n g  this session.

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  your comments and w i l l  m a k e  them a part of 
the c omm ittee's p e r m a n e n t  file for a ny future consideration.

Sincerely,

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y  
C h a i r m a n

P M R / o d s



Senate
Pouch V

Judiciary Committee state Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99011

M a y  14, 1981

Official Business

Mr. L a r r y  F o s t e r  
M e mbe r, D e n a l i  Ski P a t r o l  
1502 T u r p i n
An c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99504 

D e a r  Mr. Foster:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments o n  SB 391, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims  a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

O n  Friday, M a y  8, the S ena te J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  c o n d u c t e d  
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. N o  a c t i o n  w as taken b y  the 
c o m m i t t e e  at that time, and I a m  v e r y  do ubtful that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duct f u r t h e r  h e a r i n g s  d uring this session.

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  and w i l l  m a k e  them a part of 
the c o m m i t t e e’s p e r m a n e n t  file for any future consideration.

Sincerely,

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y  
C h a i r m a n

P M R / o d s

i
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Official Business
Ju d iciary Committee

M a y  14, 1981

Mr. G r e g o r y  N i l s s o n  
2221 N o r t h  Star D r i v e  #3 
Anchor a g e ,  A l a s k a  99503

D e a r  Mr. Nilsson:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments on SB 391, " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date." . _

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Senate

On Friday, M a y  8, the S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  c o n d ucted  
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. N o  a c t i o n  w as t aken b y  the 
c o m m i t t e e  at that time, a n d  I a m  v e r y  d o u b t f u l  that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duct f u r t h e r  h e a r i n g s  d u r i n g  this session.

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o m ments and w i l l  m a k e  t h e m  a p art of 
the c o m m i t t e e’'s p e r m a n e n t  file f o r  any f u t u r e  consideration.

Sincerely,

S e nator P a t r i c k  M. Rodey  
C h a i r m a n

PMR/ods



Official Business Pouch V
Ju d iciary Committee state Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M a y  14, 1981

M r . R o g e r  Hyde 
880 K  S treet 
A ncho rage, A l a s k a  99501

D e a r  M r . H y d e :

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments on SB 391, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; a n d  p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

On Friday, M a y  8, the Senate J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  conduc ted 
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. No a c t i o n  was t a k e n  b y  the 
c o m m i t t e e  at that time, and I a m  v e r y  d o u btful  that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duc t  f u rt her h e a r i n g s  d uring this session.

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  comments and w i l l  m a k e  t h e m  a part of 
the commi :cee’s p e i m a n e n t  file for any f utu re consideration.

Sincerely,

S e nat or P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y  
C h a i r m a n

PMR/ods



TO JUNEAU INFO FROM MARGIE/ ANC INFO RE: POM

TO: SENATOR RODEY, CHAIRMAN, SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

F R O M’. GREGORY NILSSON, 2221 NORTH STAR DRIVE H3, ANC 99503

((27G-2256)

I OPPOSE SENATE BILL 391.

TO: SENATOR RODEY

FROM: ROGER HYDE, GGO "N" SREET, ANC 99501 (277-6505)

I AM OPPOSED TO SENATE BILL 391 RELATING TO RISKS OF SKIING. '

LAI 1 1537 12.42 JA01 0029 12.42 05/00/01



M a y  14, 1981

Mr. E d w i n  Blair 
334 E. 9ch
A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  99501 

D e a r  Mr. Blair:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comments on SB 391, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

On Friday, M a y  8, the S enate J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  c o n d u c t e d  
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. N o  a c t i o n  w a s  taken b y  the 
c o m m i t t e e  at that time, and I a m  v e r y  d o u b t f u l  that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duct f u r t h e r  h e a rings d u r i n g  this session.

Official Business Pouch V
Ju d iciary Committee state Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  your c o m m e n t s  and w i l l  m a k e  them a part of 
the c o m m i t t e e ' s  p e r m a n e n t  file for any future consideration.

Sincerely,

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y  
C h a i r m a n

PMR/ods
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M a y  14, 1981

Mr. J i m  K i n g
308 E. N o r t h e r n  Lights
Anchorage, A l a s k a  99503

D e a r  Mr. King:

Official Business
Senate

Pouch V
Judiciary Committee state Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  comm ents on SB 391, "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to civil 
l i a b i l i t y  on claims a r i s i n g  f r o m  skiing; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 
e f f e c t i v e  date."

On Friday, M a y  8, the S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  condu c t e d  
h e a r i n g s  on this legislation. N o  a c t i o n  w a s  taken b y  the 
co m m ittee at that time, and I a m  v e r y  d o u bt ful that w e  w i l l  c o n­
duct f u r t h e r  h e a r i n g s  d u r i n g  this session.

Again, I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  comments a nd w i l l  m a k e  t h e m  a part of 
the c o m m i t t e e’s p e r m a n e n t  file for any f uture consideration.

Sincerely,

Se nator P a t r i c k  M. R o d e y  
Ch a i r m a n

PMR/ods



T r

M S G  Si - 0 0 0 1 5 3 4 3  P R T Y  1 0 5 / 0 7 / 0 1  1 0 : 4 6 : 1 3  GRIG: L A 0 0  IN” Ok DO O U T "  ^ 0 7 5

F R O M :  R O B E R T A  TO: JUNO I N F O

^  T A R G E T :  L J H 2  S U B J :  P O M S  P A G E  0 0 0 4

T O : S E N A T O R  R O D E Y

' F R O M  J I M  K I N G j  300 E NO. L I G H T S . ANC 99503; 779-7454

I A M  IN F A V O R  O F  T HE L Mil L I O N  D O L L A R  L I M I T A T I O N  O N  W H E T H E R  OR N O T  

PEOPLE C A N  S U E  T H E  S K I  R E L A T E D  I N D U S T R I E S .



PLEASE NOTE: THE PRECEDING PAGES HERE TREATED 

AS A UNIT IN THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT.



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
M E M O R A N D U M  A p r i l  2, 1931

SUBJECT: Skiing
(Work Oreo** N um ber 12-1293)

TO: Senator P a trick M. Rodey

FROM: R i c h a r d  A. Brad ley SR-,
Le gislative  C o u n s e d r ^

The bill r e q u es ted is enclosed.

The bill repeals not only AS 09.65.135 but also the l e g i s­
lative findings that p r e ceded  that section as Srz. 1 
C h apt er 80, SLA 1980.

In m y  view, AS 18.60.822 w h i c h  was added b y  Sec. 3 of 
Ch apter 80, should not be repealed. As I u n d e r s t a n d  the 
situation, ski areas w i t h i n  national forests are requir ed by 
Forest  Service regulations to operate u n d e r  such a plan and 
its existence seems separate and apart from the risk-shiftin g 
accomp l i s h e d  by AS 09.65.135, AS 05.20.012, or their repeal.

RAB:ljb

E n c l osure



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
j

M E M O R A  J D U M  M a r c h  31, 1981

SUBJECT: Skiing
(Work Order No. 12-1293)

TO: Sena tor P a tric k M. Rodey

FROM: R i c h a r d  A. B r adley *X2
Legis l a t i v e  C o u n s e l ^ - C 5

Some questions relating to your w o r k  order request.

I propose also to repeal the temporary law found at Section 1 
of Chapter 80, S LA 1980, if the permanent law is repealed.

Chapter  80 r epea l e d  AS 05.20.012. A  copy of the provision 
is attached; it does not ap pear in the present p ublicatio n 
of A S  05.

Do you intend  to rei nstate it as the law controlling in this 
situation?

Since n e i t h e r  it n o r  AS 09.65.135 appears to state the 
common law, the results m a y  or m a y  not be desirable -- but 
w e  w i s h  y o u  to have a m o r e  full picture of the implications 
of y o u r  request.

R A B : ljb

Attach m e n t



A m u sem en ts  and  Sports

As the rest o f  the section was not 
affected by the amendment, it is not set out.

E ffect o f  amendment. —  The 1976 
amendment inserted "labor, political" in 
paragraph (15) and added paragraphs (19), 
\20), and (21).

Chapter 20. Recreational Devices
Section

10. Owners o r operators to provide safe 
equipment

12. Liability fo r accidents in skiing areas

: •• •

Sec. 05.20.010. Owners o r operators to provide sftfe equipment. 
Every owner or operator o f a device as defined in § 120 o f this chapter 
shall construct, furnish, maintain and provide safe and adequate 
facilities and equipment with which to safely and properly receive and 
carry all persons offered to and received by the owner or operator o f the 
device, and to promote the safety o f the patrons, employees and the 
public. The owner or operator o f ski equipment and devices is not 
considered a common carrier. (§ 1 ch 109 SLA 19(50; am § 1 ch 25 SLA 
1967)

E ffec t o f  amendment. —  The 1907 
amendment added the Inst sentence.

Legislative comm ittee report. — For 
legislative committee report on ch. 25, SLA

1907 (CSSI.' 99), see House Jou rna l (1907), 
pp. 369-370.

Sec. 05.20.012. L iab ility fo r accitlc <n skiing areas. No owner or 
operator o f ski equipment may be hem liable for the negligence o f 
persons other than employees who use de iignatcd skiing areas owned 
or controlled by him, unless the owner or operator has negligently 
maintained the designated skiing areas or has furnished or supplied 
defective equipment, the use o f which is the proximate cause o f an injury 
sustained by a person while engaged in skiing activities within the 
designated skiing areas. (§ 2 ch 25 SLA 1967)

Legislative committee report. —* For
legislative committee report on ch. 25, SLA

1967 (CSSIt 99), see House Journal (1967), 
pp. 369-370.

Chapter 25. Watercraft. 
Article 3. General Provisions.

Section
60. Prohibited operation
100. Definitions
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temporarily without funds, in a private custody dispute the court may 
,b) of this section suggests that order that "services Se provided for the

*”  co itemplated that such services protection of the child does not empower a*.- -a!lv sre to be perfumed by a private courl command the aid of the
IZarv Granato v. Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. department of health and social services in
T s o  1962(FileNo.3756),602P.2d442 a  private custody dispute. Granato v. 1 . . j  Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 1962 (File No.

P e r fo rm a n c e  of "other services”  37561, 602 P.2d 442 (1979).
.anot compelled. — There is no Distinctions between AS 47.10.020 ■lK) jTnutof power in subsection (a) or and this section. — See Granato v. 
. ’ of i hi* section to compel the Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. Op No. 1962 (File No.
•irH.fmance of "other services” by a state 3756), 602 P.2d 442 (1979).
Ltt!cy not wishing to perform them. Quoted in Chavre v. Chavre, Sup. Ct.
rV a to  v. Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. Op. No. Op. No. 1S91 (File No. 3349), 598 P.2d 81 
;y« .File No. 3756). 602 P.2d 442 (1979). (1979)
The vague directive of this section that

Sec. 09.65.135. L im ita tion s on c la im s a ris in g  from  skiing , (a) A 
•kier may not recover From a ski area operatoi fo r iiyury resulting from 
tn inherent risk o f skiing unless the in ju ry occurred when the ski area 
operator was not providing the information required by (b) o f this 
section.

tb) A ski area operator sha ll post t ra i l signs at prominent locations 
within a ski area which sha ll include a list o f the inherent risks of 
skiing and the lim itation on liab ility o f the ski area operator provided 
by this section.

(c) In this section
(1) "inherent risks o f skiing” means the dangers or conditions which 

r.n? an integral part of the sport o f skiing, including, but not limited to,
(A) changing veather conditions;
(B) variations or steepness in terrain ;
(C) 6now or ice conditions;
(D) surface or subsurface conditions such as bare spots, forest 

growth, and rocks;
(E) collisions with lift  towers, other structures, and their 

components unless the sk ier is on the lift;
(F) collisions with other skiers; and
(G) a skier’s failure to ski within the limits o f his own ability;
(2) "iryury" means a personal it\jury or property damage or loss;
(3) "skier" means a person in a ski area engaged in the sport o f 

skiing, sliding downhill on snow or ice on skis, a toboggan, a sled, a 
lube, a ski-bob, or other device for recreation in snow;

<41 "ski area” means a ll ski slopes, tra ils and other places under the 
control of a ski area operutor and administered as a single enterprise 
in the state;

'5> 'ski area opera or" means the operator o f a ski area. (§ 2 ch 80 
SJ.A 1980)
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S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  
Pouch V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

File: L e g i s l a t u r e  - 1981 ~ SB 391

Subject: O p p o s i t i o n  to SB 391

Gentlemen:

The last legislat ure enacted Chapter 80 SLA 1980 in an attempt to 
c l arify for the courts, for skiers, for ski area operators, and 
for insurance carriers just h o w  much r e s p o n sibility ski area o p e r­
ators had for various risks w h i c h  are inherent in skiing. An 
insurance liabil ty crisis simil ar to that experienced a few years 
ago in the m e dical p r o f e s s i o n  w a s  already in the m a k i n g  last year 
and C h a p t e r  80 SLA 1980 was p a r t ia lly in response to that crisis.
I n  addition, the d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of w h i c h  w e r e  inherent risks of 
skiing and which w e r e  not needed clarification. W i t h o u t  legislative 
action this m atter could not be add re s s e d  except through expensive
l itigation on a case b y  case basis. That law met the needs of all
those involved in skiing and should not now be repealed.

That law provides that ski area operators who p c o p erly po?> their 
ski are a may not be held liable for "inherent risks of skiing."
T h o s e  risks are the ones w h i c h  are an intergal part of the sport
of skiing and include changing w e a t h e r  conditions, v ariati ons or
steepness in terrain, s n o w  or ice conditions, surface or subsurface
c onditions suJn as bare sports, forest growth or rocks, collisions
with lift towers or o ther structures (unless the skier is on the j-
lift), collisions with other skiers and the failure of the skier
to ski w i t h i n  the limits of his own ability. The foregoing are
risks w h i c h  should r e a s o n a b l y  fall u p o n  the shoulders of the skier
and not the ski area operator. T h e s e  risks are either totally
beyond the control of the ski a r e a  o pera t o r  or are risks over
which che ski area o p e r a t o r  has little or no effective control. j
It is only re asonable that the ski area operator not be forced to j
run the risk of u n n e c e s s a r y  litiga tion arising out of injuries due
to such risks.

If the law is repealed ski ar' operators may very well be put in 
a w o r s e  pos ition then they we. in prior to the enactment of the law.
If the lrw is repealed, an argument can be mad e that the legislat ure 
was m a k i n g  a policy statement that those conditions w h i c h  we re 
formerly inherent risks of skiing are no longer inherent risks of 
skiing and are ther efore a liability of the ski area operator.

r O H M  N O .  C1I J  7



Senate J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  -2- M a y  8, 1981

W e  u r g e  y o u  not to pass out S e nate Bill 391 as it w o u l d  create 
confusi on w h e r e  w e  n o w  have cer ta i n t y  and w o u l d  h a v e  an adve rse  
impact o n  the a b ility of ski a r e a  operators to o b t a i n  insurance 
for their operations.

G L S :jr

cc: J i m  Wakefield, C h a i r m a n
A s s e m b l y  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o m m it tee

J i m  Hall, Director 
Parks and R e c r e a t i o n

C i t y - E o r o u g h  A t t o r n e y
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§ 09.65.135 C ode  of C iv il  P rocedure  § 09.65.135
parties temporarily without funds, in a private custody dispute the court may
subsection (b) of this section suggests that order that "services be provided for the
it is contemplated that such' services protection of the child" does not empower a 
typically are to be performed by a private court to command the aid of the
agency. Granato v. Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. department of health and social services in
Op. No. 1962 (File No. 37&5), 602 P.2d 442 a private custody dispute. Granato v.
(1979). Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 1952 (File No.

Performance o f "other services”  3756), 602 P.2d 442 (1979).cannot be compelled. — There is no Distinctions between AS 47.10.020
implied grant of power in su bsection (a) or and this section. — See Granato v.
(c) of this section to compel the Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. Op. No. 1962 (File No.
performance of "other services" by a state 3756), 602 P.2d 442 (1979).
agency not wishing to perform them. Quoted in Chavre v. Chavre, Sup. Ct.
Granato v. Occhipinti, Sup. Ct. Op. No. Op. No. 1891 (File No. 3349), 598 P.2d 81 
1962 (File No. 3756), 60? P.2d 442 (1979). (1979).

The vague directive of this section that

Sec. 09.65.135. L im ita tion s  on  c la im s a ris in g  from  sk iing , (a) A 
skier may not recover from a ski area operator for in ju ry resulting from 
an inherent risk  o f skiing unless the in ju ry occurred when the ski area 
operator was not providing the information required by (b) o f this 
section.

(b) A ski area operator sha ll post tra il signs at prominent locations 
within a ski area which sha ll include a list o f the inherent risks o f 
sliiing and the lim itation on liab ility  o f the ski area operator provided 
by this section.

(c) In  this section
(1) "inherent risks o f skiing” means the dangers or conditions which 

are an integral part o f the sport o f 6kiing, including, but not limited to,
(A) changing weather conditions;
(B ) variations or steepness in terra in ;
(C) snow or ice conditions;
03) surface or subsurface conditions such as bare spots, forest 

growth, and rocks;
(E ) collisions with lift  towers, ^other structures, and their 

components unless the sk ier is nn t lieF ift; ~ 1
(F ) collisions with other skiers; and
(G) a Bkier’s fa ilu re  to ski within the liir.ito o f his own ability;
(2) "ir\jury” means a personal in jury or property damage or loss;
(3) "skier" moans a person in a ski area engaged in the sport o f 

skiing, sliding downhill on snow or ice on skis, a toboggan, a sled, a 
tube, a ski-bob, or other device for recreation in snow;

(4) "ski area” means a ll ski slopes, tra ils and other places under the 
control o f a ski area operator and administered a* a single enterprise 
in the state;

(5) "ski area operator”  means the operator c f a ski area. (§ 2 ch 80 
SLA 1980)

' v  ^
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Introduced: 4/6/81
Referred: Judiciary

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

SENATE BILL NO. 391 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to civil liability on claims arising

from skiing; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 09.65.135 is repealed.

* Sec. 2. Section 1, ch. 80, SLA 1980, is repealed.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately in accordance with AS 01.10.' 

070(c).

/ ?

P/(»6 In i'*' ( S f i C ' t i  ( J —) « t V  -

H l l ' ' P  |Aj ^ m ( A ? n ( K )

- 1 - SB 391





THE STATES OF WASHINGTON, OREGON, m T a H a MO COLORADO ALL HAVE

L A W S  S I M I L A R  T O h S  0 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 0  FT SEo . TO *y k MOVJLEDG'E T H E  

L E G I S L A T U R E S  O F  T H O S E  S T A T E S  H A V E  MOT R E P E A L E D  T H O S E  LAV'S

m o p  h a v e  t h e  c o u r t s  o c  t h o s e  s t a t e s  s t r u c k  T H r w  d o w n  ^ o p

AMY R E A S O N .

AS 09. 1 0 . 30 0  E T  ?" n ,  AS IT N O W  S T A N D S ,  * A I R L Y  A P P O R T I O N S  

T H E  R I S K S  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S  F O R  S K I E R  S A F E T Y  R E T W E E M  

T H E  O P E R A T O R  A N D  T H E  S K I E R .  S. P. 391 W O U L D  U N N E C E S S A R I L Y  

UP EST T H A T  B A L A N C E  TO T H E  D E T R I M E N T  O F  B O T H  S K I E R S  A N D  T H E  

SKI I N D U S T R Y .

V E R Y  T R U L Y  Y O U R S ,

J O H N  A. T P r P T O W  

a t t o r n e y  a t  L A W  

42 0 1. S T R E E T ,  SUIT'* 5 0 0  

AN C H O R  AOE, A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 |

2 1 3 0  E S T

I P M A C UB A HO

C M



Senator Pat Rodey
Alaska State Senate
Pouch V, State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99811

P.O. BOX 249 GIRDWOOD. ALASKA 99587

R E C | T | v E 0

MAY 0 8 1981

Dear Senator Rodey;

Attached is a letter I wrote to Mitch Gravo asking for the 
reasoning behind repeal legislation introduced to repeal the Inherent 

Risks of Skiing Act. We worked hard last year to get this legislation 
because we knew it was vital to the health of the ski industry. You 
yourself were helpful in getting the legislation passes unanimously in 
the Senate.

I am greatly concerned about any attempts to repeal this legisla­
tion and would appreciate the opportunity to discuss this with you and/or 

your committee. Please let me know when this would be convenient. If 
you need any more background information, please let me know.

yours,

CVI/bbp
Attachment

Dn Imhof
Vice President and General Manager

ALASKA ’S LARGEST YEAR ROUND RESORT & SKI FACILITY
(907) 783-2222



P.O. BOX 249 G1RDWOOD, AL *SKA  99587

May 3, 1981

Mr. Mitch Gravo 
Cape Fox Hotel 

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Mitch:

The general manager of Eagle Crest Ski Area recently brought to my 

attention that legislation had been introduced to repeal the Inherent 
Risks of Skiing act ' opy attached). I learned that you requested the 

introduction of such igislation through Senator ;Jat Roddy's judiciary 
committee.

I wonder if you are familiar with the background that lead to the 
introduction and passage of the Inherent Risks of Skiing Act. Ski areas 

are constantly plagued with nuisance claims making it almost impossible 
to run the business. Many states have now adopted similar legislation to 

protect their ski industry against unfair nuisance claims such as 
accidents skiers bring on themselves by skiing out of control or reck­
lessly. We accept the responsibility we have for the safety of customers 
on our lifts, and we make sure they get the san.o protection on our slopes; 
however, we cannot protect them from themselves. We follow to the letter a 
stringent snow safety plan which details the required codes (federal, state, 
and local) and regulations with which we must comply.

Please be kind enough to advise me by phone or .letter if, in fact, you 
intend to try to get the original legislation repeolad and what is the 
reasoning behind this. T.f this is true, your actions are in direct conflict 
with your duties as lobbyist for the Alaska Visitors Association as the ski 
industry in Alaska is very much a part of the travel industry. In addition, 

I also understand you represent the Municipality of Anchorage, and as the 
Municipality is also operating a ski area, I am certain it would not appre­
ciate repeal of the present legislation.

ALASKA'S LARGEST YEAR ROUND RESORT & SK I FACILITY
(907) 783 2222



Mr. Mitch Gravo - 2 - May 3, 1981

Frankly, I will do everything in my power to stop repeal of this act 

which is so very important to ski areas to keep the insurance rates and 
cost of doing business down. I would hope that you recognize your conflict 
of interest and withdraw your repeal legislation.

CVI/bbp

Copy to^Senator Pat Rodey
Mayor George Sullivan 
Mr. John Spencer 

Mr. Gary Walker 
Mr. Rolf Klug

NEED YOUR HELP IN GETTING GRAVO TO WITHDRAW THIS LEGISLATION.

Ve

Chris von Imhof

Vice President and General Manager

THANKS!

\\
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T O : SENATOR RODEY

-v FROM: JOHN BL.ASKO , SRA BOX 249-T, ANC 99507; 745-0018

SB 391 UNDERMINES YEARS OF EFFORT IN DEVELOPING FOUTT.ABl.-- l. AWS
( PERTAINING TO SKI RELATED INJURIES A N D  LIABILITIES. AS A 10 Y E A R  VOLUWTETP

SKJ PATRCLER I OPPOSE SB 391 IN ITS ENTIRETY„

• M  _______         .... ...

TO: SENATOR RODEY

#  FROM: KATHERINE JANIGO, 7125 WHITEHALL ROAD. A N C  99502; 243-^754

RE: SB 391

I AM OPPOSED TO THE REPEAL OF THE I N H E R E N T  RI SK  OF S K I I N G  ! EG".?: ATT.ON 
THAT WAS PASSED LAST YEAR.
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MSG 31-00G15677 PRTY 1 05/06/81
FROM: MARGIE, ANC INFO
TARGET: LJH2 SUBJ: POM

.V.7.
V:::

m

&

18:28:29 ORIG: LA02 IN= 0003 OUT= 0034 
TO: POM, JUNEAU INFO

PAGE 0001

T O : S E N A T O R  R O B E Y

F R O M :  M A R G I E  F O S T E R ,  1 5 0 2  T U R P I N  S T R E E T ,  A N C  9 9 5 0 4  ( 3 3 3 - 4 6 1 ? )

M Y  I N T E R E S T  IS A S  A N  A N C H O R A G E  S K I  C L  1.1 B O  A R B  M E M B E R  r uni:i n 

L I K E  TO O P P O S E  S E N A T E  B I L L  3* 1 .

RECEIVED
MAY o 8 1981

M S G  8 1 - 0 0 0 1 5 6 7 7  P R T Y  1 0 5 / 0 6 / 8 1
F R O M ;  M A R G I E ,  A N C  I N F O

T A R G E T :  L J H 2  S U B J : P O M

1 8 : 2 8 : 2 9  O R I G :  L.A02 I N -  0 0 0 3  
TO: POM, J U N E A U  I N F O

O U T -  0 0 3 4  

P A G E  0 0 0 2

<p

#

TO : 

F R O M  

R E :

S E N A T O R  R O D E Y  

H A R V E Y  T U R N E R , 1 9 0 0  S T A T E  S T R E E T ,  A N C  9 9 5 0 4  ( 3 3 7 - 2 4 0 3 )

S E N A T E  B I L L  391

I H A V E  S K I E D  F A I R B A N K S ,  A N C H O R A G E ,  A!. YE SKA. AND JUNEAU s;?r—

1 9 4 9  AS A S K I  R A C E R ,  I N S T R U C T O R .  R E C R E A T I O N A L  S K I E R  A N D  S K T  Patre.! M A N  

F O R  9 Y E A R S . M O S T  I N J U R I O U S  R I S K S  A R E  C A U S E D  BY POOR J U D O C U r N T  

S K I E R  - NOT M A N A G E M E N T  OR H I L L  M A I N T E N A N C E .  I V I G O R O U S L Y  Rf'

S E N A T E  BILL 391 B E  K I L L E D .

nr- TI Ir-V ■ i * » I*.

• G’,7, ,<>■ • •«v.v.v.v. _■
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../KS............‘. ' G . ' -  •• • Y(VY.Y.7.V.,.Y.'.'...
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MAY 0 8 1981

M S G  81 - 0 0 0 1 5 7 6 8  R R T Y  1 0 5 / 0 7 / 8 1  1 3 : 1 8 : 3 1  O R I G ; I A O O  I N ~  0 0 0 ^
F R O M : M A R G I E ,  A N C  I N F O  TO: POM,  J U N E A U  I M F O
T A R G E T :  L J M 2  SIJBJ. P O M

TO: S E N A T O R  P A T  R O D E Y

F R O M :  C H A R L E S  D R U M M O N D .  1 8 4 4  S U N R I S E  D R I V E .  A N C  0 ? E 0 4  < ? 7 2 - I M  7

WE D O N ' T  N E E D  S E N A T E  B I L L  3?1 . H A V I N G  S K I E D  F O R  1? Y E A R S

IT A N  I N S U L T  T O  ALL T H O S E  I'M G L I V E  A N D  PL A Y IN T H r O i r  D O O R S  T O  '• 

N E E D  A L L  T H E  H A Z A R D S  M A R K E D  T O  E N J O Y  S K I I N G ,  P L E A S E  D O N ' T  TAi'"" 

W I T H  H I G H E R  I N S U R A N C E  C O S T S ,

O U T "  0 0 4 4  

P A G E  0 0 0 3

I FEE!

11>-•!.' THEY

IT


	SJUD12 SB 391



