


Mr. D e a n  K. O t t e s o n  
A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i p a l  
S o l d o t n a  H i g h  S c h o o l  
P.O. B ojC 3 0 0 9  
S o l d o t n a ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 6 9

D e a r  Mr. O t t e s o n ;

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  177. T h a t  
b i l l  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  to t h e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  for 
h e a r i n g ;  h o w e v e r ,  d u e  to a  h e a v y  b a c k l o g  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  
to b e  h o a r d ,  it is d o u b t f u l  at t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  it w i l l  
b e  s c h e d u l e d  this s e s s i o n .

I w i l l  m a k e  y o u r  c o m m e n t s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e’s 
p e r m a n e n t  f i l e  f o r  f u t u r e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  this p r o p o s e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r ely,

S e n a t o r  P a t r i c k  M. F o d e y  
C h a i r m a n

P M R / o d s
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P.O. 0ox 3009 
SOLDOTNA ALASKA 99669
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D€AN K. OTT6SON 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

April 1, 1981

APR 0 7 1981

Senator Pat Rodey 
Chairman, Judiciary Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Rodey:

1 am writing in support of Senate f L i l  //177, an act providing tliat a person 
of 17 yearn of age be charged, prosecuted and sentenced in the same manner 
as an adult i f  accused of se lling  a drug on school property.

Ay Assistant Principal of Soldotna High School 1 have care in  contact 
v/ith numerous drug violations involving young high school students, i t  
'iias been my experience that the nost d i f f i c u l t  cases involved discovering 
the pushers or dealers. 1 have worked around high schools for the past 
16 years and have seen a steady increase in the use of drugs among teenagers, 
especially marijuana. Hie p ro fits  to those who are se lling , in a ll cases, 
outweighs the penally. Seventeen year old dealers know the penalty is  not 
severe and therefore continue their a ctiv ity .

lie are trying to keep drugs out of the school and keep younger students 
frcm lining influenced. Wien young dealers are turned loose in a school with 
very minor consequences, we axe only adding to the problem. I feel that every 
e ffort should I -  nude in dealing with the teenage drug problem. We need more 
drug education programs at" a l l  levels and involving the total camunity, but we 
also need stronger laws.

lhe ICenai Peninsula borough School AJm.’n .slrators Association voted unanimously 
to support th is b i l l .

Sincerely

DPAN K. OTrESON
Assistant Principa1

DKO/jm

A POSITIVE APPROACH TO EDUCATION
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