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FOREWORD

On November 4, 1884, some six months after the pas­

sage of the Organic Act, three attorneys were admitted to the 

practice of law in Alaska. In the next two years, the Bar —  

practicing before the District Court of the United States in 

and for the District of Alaska —  increased to thirteen (13) 

members and, by 1896, there were fifty-nine (59) members. Of 

that number, approximately twenty-one (21) resided within the 

State either in Juneau, Nome, "Wrangle," Sitka, Valdez, 

"Skaguay," or Berners Bay.

It was those men who, in November of 1896, in 

Juneau, organized the Alaska Bar Association. The governing 

documents were a Constitution and Bylaws. Its object 

was "...to maintain the dignity of the legal profession, to 

secure proper legislation for Alaska, to promote the admin­

istration of justice, and to cultivate social intercourse 

among its members."

Membership was voluntary, annual fees were $1.00, 

and six members constituted a quorum. The standing committees 

were legislation, judiciary, and grievances. The first 

President: was John S. Bugoee.

In 1955, the structure changed somewhat with the 

passage of the Integrated Bar Act by the Territorial Legis­

lature. Nevertheless, the essentia1 functions and purposes 

continued, albeit on an expanded, more formal basis.

i



As of January 1, 1980, the Alaska Bar Association 

has 1,463 members in the following categories: Active, 1263;

Inactive, 147; and Judicial, 53. Its affairs are governed 

by a nine (9) member Board comprised of the following persons

Donna C. Willard, President

William B. Rozell, President-Elect

Jonathan H. Link, Vice-President

Edward G. Ling, Secretary

Albert H. Branson

Stanley T. Fischer

Kcvren L. Hunt

Elizabeth P. Kennedy

Richard D. Saveli

Written guidelines for governance are contained in the Inte­

grated Bar Act, the Alaska Bar Rules (promulgated by the 

Supreme Court of Alaska), the Code of Professional Respon­

sibility, the Association's Bylaws and Regulations, the 

Board of Governors' Policy Manual, and a Personnel Manual.

The two most important functions of the Bar are 

admissions and discipline of its members, both of which are 

carried out under the supervision of the Supreme Court of 

Alaska.

There are presertly twenty (20) standing committees 

six (6) Bar Rule committees, and seven (7) special committees 

In addition, the Bar Association participates in a number of 

adjunct organizations and administers special projects such 

as the Stete-wide Lawyer Referral Service. In excess of 300 

attorneys participate, voluntarily and without remuneration, 

in the affairs of the Association.



The staff of the Alaska Bar has grown from a part- 

time, volunteer executive secretary in 1968, to the following 

seven, full-time professionals:

Randall P. Burns, Executive Director 

William W. Garrison, Bar Counsel 

Willetta T. Jones, Executive Assistant 

Scarlett 0. Watts, Discipline Secretary 

Gary E. Martin, Investigator 

Vickilee Goodrow, Bookkeeper

Vicki L. Moore, Lawyer Referral/Receptionist

The annual budget of the Association is in excess 

of $400,000.00, monies largely garnered from its members 

through dues, continuing legal education programs, and 

conventions.

The foregoing is a thumbnail sketch of the history, 

organization, and operation of the Alaska Bar Association 

which will be expanded on in the materials which comprise 

this booklet. It is the expectation and desire of the Board 

of Governors that those who peruse these pages will gain a 

greater understanding of the nature and functions of one of 

this State's oldest organizations, the Alaska Bar Association.



I. T H E  B O A R D  OF G O V E R N O R S

Nine active members of the Alaska Bar are elected 

by their peers to govern the affairs of the Association. 

Serving three year staggered terms, two attorneys represent 

the First Judicial District, four are from the Third Judi­

cial District, two serve the Second and Fourth Judicial 

Districts, and one member is elected at-large. Any vacancy 

is filled by the Board through appointment for the unexpired 

term.

The Board meets six times a year at the times and 

places designated by the President of the Association for a 

period of at least three days per meeting; special meetings 

may be called by the President or three members of the 

Board of Governors.

At ifs meeting, in addition to discipline and 

admissions, the Board is required to formulate, determine, 

and adopt matters of policy concerning the activities, 

affairs and organization of the Alaska Bar Association.

A. Of fieers

There are four officers (President, 'resident- 

Elect, Vice-President and Secretary), all of whom are elected 

from among the members of the Board by the active Associa­

tion members in attendance at the annual meeting held in June 

of each year.
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There is currently one member of the Board charged 

with fiscal oversight. As of June 1980, this responsibility 

will be fulfilled by a fifth officer, the Treasurer of the 

Alaska Bar.

The President of the Bar Association p asides at 

all meetings of the Board and of the Bar Asaoc.’'ation, and 

is designated as the official spokesman for the Associa­

tion. The President-Elect of the Alaska Bar Association is 

required to assist the President in all of the President's 

endeavors and take the place of the Presiu- ' if the Presi­

dent is unable to perform the duties of that office. The 

Vice-President of the Association is in charge of all com­

mittee operations and the Secretary i obligated to record 

all of the proceedings at both Board meetings and the annu­

al meeting of the Association. The Treasurer will be re­

sponsible for overseeing the fiscal affairs of the Associa­

tion, includincj budget preparation, reports to the Board 

at each meeting, and the annual report to the membership.

B. Purposes, Policies, and Procedures

In order to understand the commitment that each 

member of the Board of Governors makes when his name is sub­

mitted to the election process, it is appropriate to review 

the Bylaws, policies, and Alaska Bar Rules. Article 2, 

Section 2, of the Bylaws of the Alaska Bar Association 

sets out the purpose" of the Association. These are:



1. To cultivate and advance the science of 

jurisprudence;

2. To promote reform in the law and in ju­

dicial procedure;

3. To facilitate the administration of jus­

tice; and

4. To encourage higher and better education 

for the membership in the profession, and 

to increase the usefulness and efficiency 

of the Bar Association.

The workload undertaken by members of the Board of Gover­

nors includes admissions, discipline, fiscal responsibility, 

and service activities. Admissions and discipline are dis­

cussed in other sections of this booklet. Illustrative of 

the other activities of the Board are the following:

1. The Board of Governors is required to ap­

prove an annual budget, oversee investment of 

Association funds, and maintain control of ex­

penditures .

2. In addition to attendance at six or more 

Board meetings, the Governors determine the 

sites and dates of the annual business and mid­

winter C.L.E. meetings, plan the programs, and 

preside at the various functions.

J. The Board reviews, approves, and publishes 

all Ethics Opinions which respond to requests 

for rulings and give guidance to the membership 

in the ethical conduct of the profession.

4. The Board of Governors has overall respon­

sibility for defining the powers, duties and 

functions of all of the committees of the Alaska 

Bar Association. These committees are designated 

as standing committees, as special committees, 

and as bar rule committees. The President ap­

points all members and designates a chairman 

and vice-chairman for each commit4-ae. In ad­

dition, a member of the Board sei. vOS on each 

committee as a liaison. The members of all 

committees serve at the pleasure of the Board 

and their reports and recommendations must be

- 3 -
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adopted by the Board of Governors to be bind­

ing upon the Association. A committee chair­

man's handbook is currently being prepared by 

the Board.

5. The Board actively supports education and 

» : public relations, including programs in the

■> schools with respect to the justice system,

seminars for non-lawyers, institutional adver­

tising, and a state-wide lawyer referral service,

. 6. The Board oversees the administration of

the Bar office and its staff, and has developed 

a personnel manual and job descriptions to 

guide its employees in the performance of 

their duties.

7. The Board recommends to the Supreme Court 

revisions and additions to the Alaska Bar Rules, 

and continually reviews and revises the Bylaws 

and Regulations of the Association. In addi­

tion, the Board has promulgated a Policy Manual 

which sets forth the guidelines for the opera­

tion of the Board in all phases of Association 
activity.

8. In addition, the Board is directly respon­

sible for all of the other projects, programs, 

and activities described in this booklet.

C. Admissions

The Alaska Bar Rules set forth the responsibili­

ties of the Board of Governors with respect to admiscions.H

They include the following:

1. The Board of Governors shall examine or pro­

vide by contract for the examination of all ap­

plicants and determine or approve the time, 

place, scope, form and content of all Bar e>am- 

•y} inations.

:N 2. The Board of Governors sets the standards

,l*. for the examinations.



3. Under the Rules, the Board has the power to 

require the appearance of an applicant before 

the Board in an instance where there is concern 

on behalf of the applicant or the Board regard­

ing the application procedure, or to refer the 

.natter to a Master for the purpose of accumula­

ting all of the facts and supplementing the re­

cord before a decision is made.

4. Both the Board members and the Master have 

the power to issue subpoenas, administer oaths 

and affirmations, and take testimony concern­

ing any application for admission to the Alaska 

Bar Association

5. The Board of Governo.'C must develop an appro­

priate application form equiring the applicant 

to file the necess?*-" e' idence and documents in 

support of the applicant's eligi' ility for ad­

mission. The Board is required o determine all 

questions of residency.

6. The Board sets the fees and dates for filirg 

of all documents with the Association, and is 

required to make a determination as to whether 

or not there has been a substantial change in 

circumstances when an applicant is applying to 

take the examination after the third time.

7. The Board is required to certify the results 

of each exam to the Supreme Court Cor the State 

of Alaska with its recommendation for admission.

8. In the event an applicant is denied an exam 

permit or is denied certification, the applicant 

is required to file a verified statement with the 

Board of Governors and, upon a review of the suf­

ficiency of the verified statement, a hearing may 

be granted. The burden of proof is upon the appli­

cant to prove material facts that constitute an 

abure of discretion or improper conduct on toe 

part of the Board of Governors, the Executive 

Director, the Law Examiners Committee, or the Mas­

ter appointed by the President. Each decision must 

be supported by findings of fact and conclusions of 

law, with the Board having the power to adopt the 

decision of the Committee or Master in whole or in 

part, or reject the recommendation and draft its 

own findings and conclusions of law along with 

appropriate order. In each instance, the applicant may
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appeal the decision of the Board of Governors 

to the Supreme Court.

D. Discipline

One of the most critical areas of responsibility 

for the Board of Governors is discipline of Association 

members.

Whenever a disciplinary matter is before the 

Board of Governors, the Board sits as the "Disciplinary 

Board of the Alaska Bar Association."

In that capacity, it appoints a Stat Discipli­

nary Administrator, supervises the Administrator and his 

staff, and appoints the area Hearing Committees of which 

there are currently four: one in Southeastern, two in

Southcentral, and one in the Interior.

In addition, the Board is charged vtith the re- 

spor.-.iblity for investigating all complaints filed against 

lawyers, and for hearing appeals from the recommendations 

of the Hearing Committees. The Board administers pri- 

vate reprimands and, in the case of disbarment, suspension 

or public censure, forwards its recommendations to the 

Supreme Court of Alaska for final action.

The Disciplinary Board meets at least six times 

a year, not including conference telepho. e calls. Five 

members constitute a quorum. Complete r cords of all dis-

’ 'v1;!

ciplinary proceedings are permanently maintained.



II. A D M I S S I O N S  P R O C E D U R E S

In order to practice law in the State of Alaska, 

membership in the Alaska Bar Associatior. v ■ a necessary 

prerequisite. In other words, it is an integrated bar 

association.

A. Requirements for Admission

Applicants for admission to the practice of law

must be graduates of an accredited law school or have com­

pleted an approved clerkship program, must pass the Alaska 

bar examination, be determined to be of good moral charac­

ter, and be residents of the State of Alaska at the time of 

the examination and at the time of admission. Attorneys 

admitted in other jurisdictions may qualify to take the 

attorney bar examination rather than the general bar exam­

ination.

The Alaska bar examination is intended to assist

in the determination of whether applicants possess minimal

competence to practice law. This includes the ability to 

analyze tacts, apply thereto the appropriate substantive 

and pro-_ hiral law, and to effectively communicate the is­

sues and the proposed solutions. In addition, a working 

knowledge of the Code of Professional Responsibility must 

be demonstrated.



Information and application forms may be obtained 

from the Bar office. These include instructions and infor­

mation on the examination; an affidavit of residence; finger­

print cards; and an application form which includes an affi­

davit of personal history and an authorization and release 

consenting to an investigation of moral character, professional 

reputation, and fitness for the practice of law. Applicants 

are also sent a report form that is to be returned separately 

and voluntarily to the Committee on Legal Educational Opportun­

ities. The form is designed to provide voluntary statis­

tical information for an cn-going evaluation of the examina­

tion's effect on racial and ethnic minorities.

The Alaska Bar Association conducts a character 

investigation on each applicant for admission to the Bar 

based on information provided by the applicant, contacts 

initiated by the Bar office with individuals familiar with 

the applicant, and on other information which may be sought 

by or come to the attention of the Bar Association. No 

applicant is certified for admission, regardless of the 

applicant's score on the written examination, if he 

is determined not to bo of good moral character. The Bar 

Association may require a formal hearing, with the intro­

duction of sworn testimony and other evidence, where it

B. A p p l i c a t i o n  P r o c e d u r e



determines that procedure to be necessary or appropriate 

to assist in its investigation. An applicant may appeal 

from an adverse determination on character to the Board of 

Governors and, if necessary, to the Alaska Supreme Court.

C . Bar Examination

The Alaska bar examination is conducted twice 

each year in Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau and Ketchikan.

It consists of: (1) cne-hclf day of essay questions on

Alaska law prepared by a permanent committee of the Associa­

tion known as the Alaska Law Examiners; (2) two half-days 

of essay questions on general common law not limited to 

any particular jurisdiction prepared by the California Law 

Examiners; and (3) two half-days of objective, multiple 

choice questions (the Multi-State bar examination or "MBE") 

prepared by the National Conference of Bar Examiners and 

administrered simultaneously in over forty states.

The Bar Examination Review Committee, a special 

committee of the Alaska Bar Association, is presently con­

ducting an in-depth study of the bar examination to deter­

mine whether any examination at all is appropriate; whether 

it should be an all Alaska examination; whether the exam­

ination should be made up entirely of objective questions, 

written essays, or both; whether the examination should 

continue to utilize the Multi-State and California ques­

tions; the appropriate examination for attorney applicants,

- 9 -



if any; and to make any other recommendations it deems ap­

propriate. The Board of Governors will then act, based on 

the recommendations of the Committee and the information 

gathered by the Committee.

D. Grading of Examinations

A composite score of 70% on the Alaska bar examina­

tion is a passing grade. Grades are rounded to the nearest 

one hundredth of a point, so a grade of 69.95 or above is 

considered to be a passing grade. All examinations are graded 

anonymously using a double number coding system. P law examiner 

who is able to identify a particular applicant's examination 

paper is required to disqualify himself from grading that paper.

The Alaska essay questions are graded by the 

Alaska Law Examiners and constitute 20% of the total score.

Each answer is read by two separate examiners. If the 

grades assigned by the two examiners are within 10% of 

each other, the essay question is assigned the average of 

the two scores. If the two grades differ by more than 

10%, the two examiners confer to determine the reasons for 

the different grades and decide between them on the appro­

priate score. If the two examiners are unable to agree, a 

third examiner reviews the answer and the scores assigned 

by the other two examiners, and decides on the appropriate 

score.

The Multi-State bar examination objective answer 

sheets are graded by machine by the National Conference of

- 10 -



Bar Examiners. These scores are scaled to compensate for 

any difference in difficulty of the examination from one 

administration to another, based on a detailed national 

statistical analysis, a comparison of performance on repeat 

questions, and other factors. Because of this, applicants 

who have taken the MBE within a year before the examination 

in question may substitute a passing MBE score from the 

prior examination, whether or not that prior MBE was taken 

in Alaska. A scaled score of 135 on the MBE has been de­

termined to be the equivalent of a passing score of 70%.

The MBE score constitutes 40% of the entire grade.

The general law essay questions are graded by the 

California Law Examiners. These scores make up 40% of the 

entire grade. When the examination scores of all three 

portions of the examination are combined, applicants with a 

composite score of 70% or more are determined to have pas­

sed. For applicants who receive a composite score of at 

lecist 6 5% but less than 70%, the California essays are 

re-rend by the Alaska Law Examiners. If, upon re-reading, 

a higher grade is assigned to the California portion, the 

composite score is re-calculated and examinees obtaining 

a 70% or better are passed. If, upon re-reading, a lower 

score is assigned, the original composite score is main­

tained. The original composite score is never lowered. 

Three applicants on the July 1979 Alaska bar examination 

passed as a result r.f higher scores given on a re-reading 

of their California essays.

- 11 -



In reviewing the examination results before cer­

tification, the Board of Governors receives a report on the 

examination, including irregularities (if any), a compilation 

of scores by applicant number for each portion of the exam­

ination, a representative sampling of anonymous answer papers, 

and copies of the essay questions. Once the examination 

results are approved, the names of passing and failing appli­

cants are disclosed and the names of passing applicants are 

published. Individual scores are not revealed to the appli­

cants or to the Board unless a review of the examination is 

required by a failing applicant or a failing applicant files 

an appeal.

E. Appeals

An -pplicant will be granted a hearing in either 

of two circumstances: (1) denial of an examination permit,

or (2) denial of certification to the Supreme Court for 

admission. The applicant has the burden of alleging and 

proving an abuse of discretion or improper conduct on the 

part of the Executive Director, the Law Examiners Committee 

or the Board of Governors. If the applicant is not satis­

fied with the action taken on his appeal by the Board of 

Governors, he can appeal to the Alaska Supreme Court.



A failing applicant is provided with copies of 

the essay questions, his answers, a representative sampling 

of answers of both passing and failing exam papers, and the 

graders' analyses of the Alaska questions. Release of 

copies of current Multi-State bar examination questions is 

prohibited by the National Conference of Bar Examiners.

When an appeal is filed which raises factual is­

sues of whether the Association has abused its discretion 

or acted improperly, the appeal is assigned to a Master for 

a hearing. The Master hears testimony, considers other 

evidence, and then prepares in writing a proposed decision 

supported by findings of fact and conclusions of law. The 

Master's report is then submitted to both the applicant and 

the Board. Thereafter, either the applicant or Bar Coun­

sel may file exceptions and briefs and, upon request, may 

appear and present oral argument to the Board of Governors. 

Tt^ Board m&y adopt the decision of the Master in whole or 

in part, or reject it ir. its entirety and adopt its own 

findings of fact, conclusions of law, and issue its deci­

sion .

On the other hand, if there are no factual mat­

ters in dispute, the Board may decide the appeal without 

assigning it to a Master. If there are questions concern­

ing the applicable legal principles, the Board will consider 

written or oral argument from the applicant and from Bar 

Counsel and will issue a writ.en decision.

- 13 -



The applicant may appeal any adverse decision by 

the Board of Governors to the Supreme Court, which is the 

final arbiter on admissions questions. The Supreme Court 

reviews the findings of fact, conclusions of law and ques­

tions concerning procedure, due process, or other matters 

that are raised by the applicant. The decision of the 

Supreme Court in admission matters is final and binding on 

the Association and in all future similar admission cases.

F. Assistance to Unsuccessful Applicants

The Committee on Legal Educational Opportunities 

provides assistance to any unsuccessful applicant request­

ing it in reviewing examination papers and analyzing indi­

vidual performance. This Committee also reviews the exam­

ination itself in orde. to provide a continuing evaluation 

of the examination's effects on racial and ethnic minorities. 

The work and findings of the Committee on Legal Educational 

Opportunities will be coordinated with the study of the 

entire bar examination now being conducted by the special 

Bar Examination Review Committee.

G . Statistical Summary

Enclosed with the materials provided to applicants 

is a letter providing information on a number of subjects, 

including the number of past applicants, the number of



passing applicants, and the percentage of applicants pass­

ing the ten examinations between February 1975 and July 1979.



The activities of attorneys admitted to prac­

tice within the State of Alaska are governed by the Rules of 

Disciplinary Enforcement promulgated by the Alaska Supreme 

Court. As will be seen below, the substance and procedure 

of the rules of the Bar Association and the Supreme Court 

in regulating the practice of law within /Alaska are entire­

ly different than those of agencies of the State of Alaska 

charged with the regulation of legislatively controlled 

businesses and professions. For example, a ruling as to a 

permit or license issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Control 

Board or the Alaska Transporta tion Commission is final and 

binding, subject only to the right of a party to appeal 

questions of law to the Superior Court and, thereafter, if 

desired, to the Supreme Court. In matters involving public 

censure, suspension, or disbarment of attorneys, however, 

the Supreme Court is the decision make , acting not as an 

appellate body but as the sole forum with authority to make 

and enforce its ethical pronouncements.

A. The Supreme Court's Authority

The Supreme Court has held that an attorney's li­

cense to practice law is "a continuing proclamation by the 

Court that the holder is fit to bo entrusted with profes­

sional and judicial matters...as an officer of the courts."

III. D I S C I P L I N E  OF M E M B E R S

- 17 -
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Attorneys are, therefore, bound to act in conformity with 

standards "adopted or recognized by the Supreme Court of 

Alaska." The Supreme Court has also declared that any 

attorney admitted to practice in Alaska, or who appears 

or participates in legal matters within this State,

"is subject to the supervision of the Supreme Court of 

Alaska.... and the Disciplinary Board" which the Court 

established.

Due to the vastness of the size of the State of 

Alaska and the great distance between population centers, 

the Supreme court has established three disciplinary areas: 

(]) the First Judicial District; (2) the Second and Fourth 

Judicial Districts; and (3) the Third Judicial District. 

Charges of misconduct on the part of a lawyer are heard by 

the hearing committee established for the district in which 

the attorney lives or practices. Such charges may be based 

upon violation of the Code of Professional Responsibility 

or misconduct within or arising from disciplinary proceed­

ings themselves. Depending on the severity of the miscon­

duct, it may result in disbarment, suspenion, or public 

censure by the Court or, in less serious cases, in private 

reprimand or informal admonition by the Association.

B . The Disciplinary Board

As has been discussed above, the Board of Governors 

acts as the Disciplinary Board for the Supreme Court.



It is required by Rule that all proceedings involving alle­

gations of misconduct be kept confidential with the excep- 

ti m  of public results. The day-to-day workings of the 

disciplinary process have been delegated to the Disciplinary 

Administrator, an attorney, whose functions include assist­

ing the public in the complaint process, maintaining records, 

investigating, processing, and prosecuting complaints and 

appeals.

The procedures for disciplinary enforcement begin 

upon the filing of a Request for Investigation by any per­

son alleging misconduct on the part of any attorney. A pre­

liminary investigation by the Adminsitrator may result in 

notification to the complainant that the allegations, on 

their face, are inadequate, incomplete, or otherwise insuf­

ficient as a matter of law to warrant further action. How­

ever, whenever the allegations, if true, would constitute 

misconduct, the attorney is required to answer in writing 

within twenty (20) days. An investigation is thereafter 

conducted. After the investioation, the official hearing 

process is instituted by the filing of a Petition for Formal 

Hearing.

C . The j lea ring Cornrni ttct;

Investigations which result in the issuance of a 

Petition for Formal Hearing by the Disciplinary Administra­

tor are referred to a Hearing Committee in the relevant 

geographical area. The attorney may thereafter file a
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written answer admitting or denying the charges, or setting 

forth a claim of mitigation. Hearings are then held before 

the Committee. At the hearing, the Disciplinary Adminis­

trator prosecutes the case on behalf of the complaining 

party. The responding attorney may be represented by coun­

sel. Either party may call, examine, and cross examine 

witnesses and otherwise request the production of evidence. 

The burden of proving misconduct by a preponderance of the 

evidence is placed upon the Disciplinary Administrator. The 

Committee may direct the submission of briefs.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Committee 

must file a written report to the Board, together with the 

recorded transcript, brief'., findings, and a proposed order. 

If either party appeals from the Committee's recommendation, 

briefs may be filed with the Board. If desired, the matter 

may be orally argued to the Board. The Board must then con­

duct a review of the record and the briefs and enter its 

order.

D. The Recommendation

If the Board's order recommends either public cen­

sure, suspension, or disbarment, the order is filed imme­

diately with the Supreme Court, which makes the final deci­

sion. The Board is powerless to enforce or effectuate such 

orders without Supreme Court review. The Board must submit



the entire record, including the hearing transcript, to the 

Supreme Court. The parties are required to file briefs in 

accordance with the Supreme Court rules for regular civil 

and criminal appeals; oral argument is available. It is 

only after review of this record by the Court that the order 

relating to the attorney's discipline is entered.

To insure the fairness of the proceedings, if any 

complaint is made against an attorney who is a member of the 

relevant Hearing Committee, the Board performs the duties 

of the Hearing Committee. Likewise, in proceedings against 

any member of cne Board, the Supreme Court performs the 

’uties of the Hearing Committee and the Board.

As with civil litigations, many of the above pro­

cedures may be lengthy or protracted before the issuance of 

a Hearing Committee report or a Board order. Thus, a n^ed 

exists —  and a procedure has been formulated —  whereby 

either party can pefition directly to the Supreme Court for 

review of the procedures and evidentiary rulings of the 

Hearing.Committee.

E . Immediate Suspension

The Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement anticipate 

situations requiring immediate action against an attorney 

for protection of the public pending the completion of the 

full disciplinary process. One such situation exists when 

an attorney is convicted of a serious crime, such as a felony,
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or when he is convictrd of certain other crimes including 

those relating to interference with justice, false swearing, 

fraud, deceit, misappropriation or theft.

Conviction of such a crime is conclusive evidence 

that disciplinary action is necessary. The sole issue for 

determination is the nature of the final discipline to be 

imposed. Such a conviction also requires immediate suspen­

sion, regardless of whether the conviction is based on a 

jury verdict or a plea of guilty, and regardless of whether 

an appeal is pending. In the event the conviction is re­

versed, the suspenion is lifted, but formal disciplinary pro­

ceedings must nevertheless continue to final disposition.

Can an attorney facing disciplinary charges avoid 

the consequences of his misdeeds by simply leaving the prac­

tice of law, thus leaving open the possibility of a future 

return to the profession? No! The Rules of Disciplinary 

Enforcement permit resignation of attorneys under disciplinary 

investigation only upon the free and voluntary admission by 

the attorney that he is guilty and has no defense to the 

charges. The attorney is then disbarred.

F. The Court's Order

When either disbarment or suspension is ordered 

by the Court, it is more than a mere order to that effect.

The attorney must advise every client by registered mail 

that he cannot continue to represent him and the client must



immediately get new counsel. Opposing counsel must also be 

so advised, as must all state, federal or adminsitrative 

jurisdictions in which the attorney is licensed to practice 

law. Sworn proof that these notification requirements have 

been met must be filed with the Supreme Court by the suspen­

ded ->r disbarred attorney. Proof of compliance with these 

requirements is a prerequisite to any subsequent reinstate­

ment.

The Bar Rules, however, do not rely solely on 

notification by the disbarred or suspended attorney. They 

also require the Board to publish notice of disbarment and 

suspension in all legal journals and newspapers in the State. 

The Board must also advise all courts within the State and, 

through the Attorney General, all administrative agencies.

G . Rein° *- atement

Disbarred or suspended attorneys can, under cer­

tain circumstances and procedures, be reinstated to the 

practice of law. However, in cases of disbarment, a minimum 

of five years must pass before application for reinstatement 

can be accepted.

Petitions for reinstatement are filed with the 

Supreme Court, served upon the Board, and then referred for 

hearing. As with the imposition of discipline, the findings 

and recommendations of the Hearing Committee -- and thereafter 

the Board —  are only advisory, and the final determination on
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on reinstatement is made by the Supreme Court. In order to 

be reinstated, the attorney has the burden of establishing 

that he possesses the moral qualifications and legal skills 

required for admission to practice and that his reinstate­

ment will net be detrimental to the integrity of the Bar, 

the administration of justice, or the public interest.

H. Incapacity

The Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement also anti­

cipate circumstances where the need for protection of the 

public arises from the incapacitating illness, addiction to 

drugs or intoxicants, senility, death, disappearance, or 

judicially declared incompetence of an attorney, rather than 

actual misconduct by the attorney. Upon a finding by the 

Supreme Court that such a disability exists, an order is 

entered transferring the attorney to inactive status for an 

indefinite period of time during which the attorney is pro­

hibited from engaging in the practice of law. As with suspen 

sio:n or disbarment, notice of the Court's action must be pub­

lished in all legal journals or publications within the State 

Likewise, all courts and agencies are also notified.

Reinstatement of the right to practice can there­

after only be granted by the Supreme Court upon a showing 

by the attorney that the disability no longer exists and 

that he is fit to resume the practice of law.



W h i l e  t h e  a b o v e  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  to r e m o v e  

t h e  d i s a b l e d  a t t o r n e y  f r o m  a c t i v e  s t a t u s ,  it is e s s e n t i a l  

t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c l i e n t s  o f  t h e  d i s a b l e d  a t t o r n e y  

a r e  a l s o  p r o t e c t e d .  T h u s ,  t h e  B a r  R u l e s  p r o v i d e  f o r  a p p o i n t  

m e n t  b y  t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  o f  an a t t o r n e y  to r e p r e s e n t  the 

d i s a b l e d  a t t o r n e y  a n d  h i s  c l i e n t s .  T h e  a p p o i n t e d  a t t o r n e y ,  

o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s u s p e n d e d  a t t o r n e y ,  e x e r c i s e s  p o w e r s  s i m­

i l a r  t o  t h o s e  o f  a p e r s o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a d e c e a s e d  p e r  

son, b u t  d o e s  s o  o n l y  in t h o s e  m a t t e r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law.

I . A l t e r n a t i v e  P r o c e e d i n g s

S o m e  c o m p l a i n t s  d o  n o t  r i s e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p r o ­

f e s s i o n a l  m i s c o n d u c t  w a r r a n t i n g  f o r m a l  d i s c i p l i n e .  N e v e r­

t h e l e s s ,  t w o  o t h e r  f o r u m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to r e v i e w  the 

r e a s o n s  f o r  a c l i e n t ' s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .

If t h e  m a t t e r  i n v o l v e s  a d i s p u t e  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

fee c h a r g e d  b y  a n  a t t o r n e y ,  it is r e f e r r e d  to a F e e  A r b i­

t r a t i o n  P a n e l .  If t h e  a l l e g a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  a g r i e v a n c e  w h i c h  

is n o t  a m e n a b l e  to e i t h e r  d i s c i p l i n e  o r  f e e  a r b i t r a t i o n ,  it 

is r e f e r r e d  to a C o n c i l i a t i o n  P a n e l .  B o t h  a r e  m o r e  f u l l y  

d i s c u s s e d  in S e c t i o n  IV o f  t h i s  b o o k l e t .



IV. T H E  C O M M I T T E E S  O F  T H E  A L A S K A  B A R

A. T h e  B a r  R u l e  C o m m i t t e e s

1. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  L a w  E x a m i n e r s

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  a p p o i n t s ,  s u b j e c t  

t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  B o a r d ,  t h e  t w e l v e  m e m b e r s  w h o  c o m ­

p r i s e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  L a w  E x a m i n e r s .  T h e  t e r m s  a r e  s t a g­

g e r e d ,  w i t h  e a c h  p e r s o n  s e r v i n g  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  is c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

f o r  p r e p a r i n g  a n d  g r a d i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  b a r  

e x a m i n a t i o n .  It is a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  

r e - g r a d i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e  f u l l y  d e s c r i b e d  in 

S e c t i o n  II o f  t h i s  b o o k l e t .

R e p o r t s  a r e  m a d e  t o  t h e  B o a r d  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  y e a r ­

ly w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  e a c h  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I n c l u d­

ed  a r e  a s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  a n d  a n y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  w h i c h  

t h e  C o m m i t t e e  m i g h t  h a v e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  f o r m  a n d  c o n ­

t e n t  of t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n .  R e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  

g o v e r n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .

2. T h e  D i s c i p l i n a r y  H e a r i n g  C o m m i t t e e s

T h e r e  a r e  f o u r  a r e a  h e a r i n g  c o m m i t t e e s ,  t w o  in the 

T n i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  o n e  i n  t h e  F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  

a n d  o n e  s e r v i n g  t h e  S e c o n d  a n d  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t s .

E a c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  s i x  A l a s k a  B a r  m e m b e r s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h r e e
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n o n - a t t o r n e y  m e m b e r s .  A l l  s e r v e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r  t e r m s  w h i c h  

a r e  s t a g g e r e d .

T h r e e  m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a q u o r u m .  T h e y  m a y  o n l y  

a c t  w i t h  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  s i t t i n g  m e m ­

be r s .  O n e  o f  t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m u s t  b e  a n o n - a t t o r n e y  

m e m b e r .  M e m b e r s  f a i l i n g  t o  a t t e n d  t w o  c o n s e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  

a r e  r e p l a c e d  b y  the. P r e s i d e n t .

T o  i n s u r e  t h e  f a i r n e s s  of t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  h e a r ­

in g  p r o c e s s ,  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m  a c t i n g  

in m a t t e r s  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t  o r  k n o w l e d g e ,  

o r  o t h e r w i s e  c a n n o t  f u n c t i o n  o b j e c t i v e l y .  T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  c o n s i d e r e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  a r e  a l m o s t  

i d e n t i c a l  to t h o s e  w h i c h  a j u d g e  m u s t  f o l l o w  in d i s q u a l i f i n g  

h i m s e l f  in c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n g s .  P o s s i b l e  c o n f l i c t  s i t u a t i o n s  

i n c l u d e  w h e r e  t h e  m e m b e r  is a p a r t y  o r  h a s  a n  i n t e r e s t  in t h e  

p r o c e e d i n g ;  w h e r e  h e  w a s  n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  the c a s e  

w h e r e  h e  is a m a t e r i a l  w i t n e s s ;  w h e r e  h e  is r e l a t e d  e i t h e r  b y  

b l o o d  o r  a f f i n i t y  to t h e  c h a r g e d  a t t o r n e y ;  w h e r e ,  w i t h i n  t w o  

y e a r s ,  h e  h a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c h a r g e d  a t t o r n e y ;  

o r  w h e r e ,  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n ,  h > f e e l s  h e  c a n n o t  r e n d e r  a f a i r  a n d  

i m p a r t i a l  d e c i s i o n .

T h e  h e a r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  d u t y  to 

s w e a r  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  to i s s u e  s u b p o e n a s ;  a t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  

a n  e v i d e n t i a r y  h e a r i n g ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m a y  d i r e c t  t h e  s u b m i s s  on 

o f  b r i e f s .

T h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  is r e q u i r e d  to s u b m i t  a 

w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  to t h e  D i s c i p l i n a r y  B o a r d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s



f i n d i n g s ,  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,  p r o p o s e d  o r d e r ,  a n d  t h e  r e c o r d .

O n c e  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  a c t e d  o n  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  r e c o m ­

m e n d a t i o n ,  e a c h  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m e m b e r  is a d v i s e d  o f  t h e  

B o a r d 's d e c i s i o n .

3. T h e  C o n c i l i a t i o n  P a n e l s

T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  c o n c i l i a t i o n  p a n e l s  s e r v i n g  t h e  

F i r s t ,  T h i r d  a n d  c o m b i n e d  S e c o n d  a n d  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s ­

t r i c t s .  E a c h  p a n e l  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

A l a s k a  B a r  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  r a t i f i­

c a t i o n  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  T h e y  s e r v e  s t a g g e r e d  t h r e e  y e a r  t e r m s .

T h e  c o n c i l i a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  c r e a t e d  

t o  d e a l  w i t h  d i s p u t e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  f a l l  c l e a r l y  w i t h i n  t h e  

a r e a  of fee d i s p u t e s  o r  c h a r g e s  o f  e t h i c a l  m i s c o n d u c t .  T h e  

c o n c i l i a t o r ' s  f u n c t i o n  is to r e s o l v e  s u c h  d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  

a t t o r n e y s  a n d  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  in a n  i n f o r m a l  m a n n e r .

A l t h o u g h  the p r o c e d u r e  is i n f o r m a 1 i t s  " t e e t h "  

a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  f a i l u r e  b y  an^ a t t o r n e y  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  g o o d  f a i t h  i n  a n  e f f o r t  to r e s o l v e  d i s p u t e s  

s u b m i t t e d  to c o n c i l i a t i o n  m a y  c o n s t i t u t e  i n d e p e n d e n t  g r o u n d s  

f o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n .
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If a r e s o l u t i o n  is r e a c h e d ,  the C o n c i l i a t o r  r e­

d u c e s  it to w r i t i n g  for s i g n a t u r e  by a l l  p a r t i e s .  In a n y  

e v e n t ,  t h e  C o n c i l i a ! i r  s u b m i t s  a w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  to t h e  D i s ­

c i p l i n a r y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a s u m m a r y  o f  the d i s p u t e ,  

i t s  o u t c o m e ,  a n d  t h e  C o n c i l i a t o r ' s  o p i n i o n  as to the m e r i t s

4. T h e  A t t o r n e y  F e e  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  u n d e r  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  R u l e s ,  

m a i n t a i n s  an A t t o r n e y  F e e  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  to s e t t l e  fee 

d i s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  c l i e n t s  w h e r e  s u c h  d i s p u t e s  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  s e t t l e d  b y  s t a t u t e  o r  c o u r t  r u l e  o r  d e c i s i o n .  

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  h a n d l e s  a n y  f e e  d i s p u t e  a g a i n s t  a n  A l a s k a n  

l a w y e r  or a n o n - A l a s k a n  l a w y e r  w h o  r e n d e r s  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  

in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

t w o  in A n c h o r a g e ,  o n e  in J u n e a r ,  o n e  in F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  o n e  

in K e t c h i k a n .  E a c h  P a n e l  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  a t t o r n e y s  p l u s  

t h r e e  a t t o r n e y  a l t e r n a t e s ,  a n d  o n e  n o n - a t t o r n e y  p l u s  a n o n­

a t t o r n e y  a l t e r n a t e .  A c h a i r m a n  f o r  e a c h  p a n e l  is a p p o i n t e d  

f r o m  the p a n e l  m e m b e r s  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B o a r d  of 

G o v e r n o r s .  E a c h  p a n e l  m e m b e r  s e r v e s  for t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h r e e  

p a n e l  m e m b e r s  c o n s t i t u t e  a q u o r u m ,  o n e  o f  w h i c h  m u s t  be a

a n d  g o o d  f a i t h  o r  la c k  t h e r e t o  o f  the a t t o r n e y  p a r t y .

T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  p a n e l s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  C o m m i t t e e :

n o n - a  t t o r n e y .

30



T h e  c l i e n t  i n i t i a t e s  a p r o c e e d i n g  b y  f i l i n g  a 

p e t i t i o n  s h o w i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  m a d e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  m a t t e r ,  

s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  c l a i m  to t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  s t a t i n g  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  

a n d  r e q u e s t i n g  a r e m e d y .  If t h e  D i s c i p l i n a r y  A d m i n s i t r a t o r  

f i n d s  t h a t  r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  

p r o b l e m  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  a t t o r n e y ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s ,  

t h e  p e t i t i o n  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d .  N o t i f i c a t i o n  is s e n t  t o  t h e  

c l i e n t  a n d  the a t t o r n e y  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  t e n  d a y s  to r e s o l v e  

t h e  m a t t e r  b e f o r e  i t  g o e s  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p a n e l .

T h e  h e a r i n g  p r o c e s s  r e q u i r e s  f u l l  n o t i c e  o f  t i m e  

a n d  p l a c e ,  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  to p r e s e n t  b o t h  w r i t t e n  a n d  o r a l  

e v i d e n c e .  T h e  p a n e l  h a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s u b p o e n a  w i t n e s s e s .  

In t h e  e v e n t  t h e  a m o u n t  in d i s p u t e  is $ 5 0 0  or less, the 

c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  p a n e l  s i t t i n g  a l o n e  m a y  d e c i d e  t h e  i s s u e .

If it is m o r e  t h a n  $500, a q u o r u m  of t h e  h e a r i n g  p a n e l  m u s t  

h e a r  t h e  m a t t e r .  If t h e  c l i e n t  f e e l s  a n y  m e m b e r  of t h e  C o m ­

m i t t e e  c a n  n o t  be f a i r  a n d  i m p a r t i a l ,  h e  m a y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  

t h a t  m e m b e r  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  h e a r i n g .  F o r  s i m i l a r  

r e a s o n s ,  a m e m b e r  m a y  d i s q u a l i f y  h i m s e l f .
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A t  t h e  h e a r i n g ,  b a s i c  r i g h t s  o f  d u e  p r o c e s s  a r e  

f o l l o w e d ,  w i t h  s o m e  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  t h e  r u l e s  of e v i d e n c e .  A n y  

p a r t y  m a y  be c a l l e d  to t e s t i f y .  T h e  h e a r i n g s  d o  n o t  h a v e  to 

b e  r e c o r d e d ,  b u t  a n y  p a r t y  m a y  r e q u e s t  it b e  r e c o r d e d ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p a n e l ,  the c o s t  to b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  p a r t y  

m a k i n g  the r e q u e s t .  T h e  h e a r i n g s  a r e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  u n l e s s  

t h e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  o r d e r s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e l e a s e d ,  a l t h o u g h  

a s u m m a r y  o f  facts, w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e s  b y  n a m e ,  m a y  b e  

r e l e a s e d  b y  the B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  a c t i o n  h a s  b e c o m e  

fina l .  A  d e c i s i o n  m u s t  b e  r e n d e r e d  b y  the p a n e l  w i t h i n  

t h i r t y  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  o f  a m a r i n g .  A n  a p p e a l  m a y  b e  

t a k e n  f r o m  the d e c i s i o n  to t h e  .-'uperior C o u r t .

F o r m s  a n d  b o o k l e t s  e x p l a i n i n g  the F e e  R e v i e w  

C o m m i t t e e ' s  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  to the 

c l e r k s  of c o u r t  in e v e r y  l o c a t i o n  in t h e  S t ate.

5. T h e  C l i e n t  S e c u r i t y  F u n d  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m a i n t a i n s  a f u n d  f o r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  m a k i n g  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  to c l i e n t s  o f  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  

h a v e  s u f f e r e d  n o n - i n s u r e d  l o s s e s  o f  m o n e y ,  p r o p e r t y ,  or 

o t h e r  t h i n g s  o f  v a l u e  as a r e s u l t  o f  a d i s h o n e s t  a c t  b y  an 

a t t o r n e y .  A  d i s h o n e s t  a c t  m e a n s  a n  a c t  o f  e m b e z z l e m e n t ,  

w r o n g f u l  t a k i n g ,  or c o n v e r s i o n  o f  m o n e y ,  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  o t h e r  

t h i n g s  of v a l u e .  T h e  m o n i e s  o f  the F u n d  c o m e  f r o m  the m e m b e r ­

s h i p  of the B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a s  it is m a n d a t e d  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  

of the a n n u a l  d u e s  p a i d  b y  e a c h  m e m b e r  b o  d e p o s i t e d  to the Fun d .



A  c l i e n t  b e g i n s  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  b y  f i l i n g  a f o r m  

w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  c l i e n t  

m a y  n o t  b e  a s p o u s e ,  r e l a t i v e ,  p a r t n e r ,  a s s o c i a t e ,  e m p l o y e e  

o r  i n s u r e r  o f  t h e  l a w y e r ,  a s u r e t y  o r  b o n d i n g  a g e n c y ,  o r  a 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t y  o r  a g e n c y .  T h e  s w o r n  a p p l i c a t i o n  c o n­

t a i n s  t h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  l a w y e r ,  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  

c l i e n t ' s  a l l e g e d  loss, t h e  d a t e s  o f  t h e  l o s s  a n d  d i s c o v e r y  

o f  t h e  loss, t h e  n a m e  a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  c l i e n t ,  a s t a t e m e n t  

a s  to t h e  f a c t s ,  an a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  c l i e n t  w i l l  b e  b o u n d

b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  R u l e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  F u n d ,  a n d  a s t a t e m e n t

t h r t  t h e  l o s s  w a s  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  i n s u r a n c e  o r  b o n d .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  s i x  m e m b e r s  is a p p o i n t e d  b y  the 

P r e s i d e n t ,  s u b j e c t  t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  E a c h  

m e m b e r  s e r v e s  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  a n d  t h e  C h a i r m a n  is a p p o i n t e d

b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  O n c e  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  is f i l e d ,  an a t t o r n e y

a p p o i n l e d  t o  a i d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  if, on its 

face, a l e g i t i m a t e  c l a i m  for l o s s  h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  T h e  c l a i m  

w i l l  b e  d e n i e d  o n l y  if b o t h  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  a t c o r n e y  a n d  a 

m a j o r i t y  of the C o m m i t t e e  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  c l a i m  is n o t  v a l i d  

o n  i t s  face. O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  c l a i m  g o e s  to the C o m m i t t e e  f o r  

a f i n a l  h e a r i n g .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r s  e v i d e n c e ,  a d m i n i s t e r s  o a t h s ,  

i s s u e s  s u b p o e n a s  and, w i t h  p r i o r  a p p r o v a l ,  h i r e s  e x p e r t s  to 

a i d  in i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  the t e c h n i c a l  r u l e s  o f  

e v i d e n c e  a r e  r e l a x e d ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  m a y  c o n s i d e r  a n y  p r e v i o u s  

d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g s  a g a i n s t  t h e  a t t o r n e y ,  a n y  c r i m i n a l
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p r o c e e d i n g s  a n d  a n y  c i v i l  p r o c e e d i n g s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  l a w y e r .  

T e s t i m o n y  is r e c o r d e d  b u t  is o n l y  t r a n s c r i b e d  in c a s e s  w h e r e

the c l i e n t ' s  c l a i m  is a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of the C o m m i t t e e  is a d v i s o r y  t o  t h e  B o a r d .  T h e  

B o a r d  m a k e s  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  as t o  w h e t h e r  a n d  h o w  p a y m e n t  

w i l l  b e  m a d e .

T h e  l o s s  to b e  p a i d  a n y  o n e  c l a i m a n t  i s  t h e  l e s s e r

o f  (a) $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  o r  (b) 10% o f  t h e  F u n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  the a w a r d

is m a d e .  T h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  a l l  c l a i m s  p a i d  in o n e  y e a r  

s h a l l  n o t  e x c e e d  50% o f  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  in t h e  F u n d  a s  o f  

J a n u a r y  1 o f  t h a t  c a l e n d a r  y e a r .

B e f o r e  f u n d s  a r e  p a i d  to t h e  c l a i m a n t ,  h e  m u s t  

a s s i g n  a s m a l l  amoui.t o f  t h e  c l a i m  to t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  so 

fl,a t  t h e  B a r  m a y  l e g a l l y  s u e  1 .a a t t o r n e y  for r e c o v e r y  o f  

a l l  a m o u n t s  p a i d  to t h e  c l i e n t  f r o m  t h e  F u n d .  If the B a r  

A s s o c i a t i o n  c h o o s e s  t o  s u e  the l a w y e r  o n  t h i s  a s s i g n e d  

c l a i m ,  it m u s t  g i v e  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  s u i t  to the c l a i m ­

a n t  in c a s e  t h e  c l a i m a n t  w i s h e s  to j o i n  s u c h  a n  a c t i o n  to 

r e c o v e r  a n y  l o s s  in e x c e s s  of t h e  a m o u n t  a w a r d e d  to t h e  

c l i e n t  f r o m  t h e  Fun d .

6. A d m i s s i o n  W a i v e r  P r o g r a m s

T h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  t h r e e  a d m i s s i o n  w a i v e r  

p r o g r a m s  a l l o w i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  a t t o r n e y s  in s p e c i a l  j o b  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  to p e r f o r m  c e r t a i n  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :



a. L e g a l  I n t e r n  P r o g r a m

A n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  i n t e r n  p e r m i t  f i l e s  for 

a p e r m i t  o n  f o r m s  s e t  f o r t h  in t h e  B a r  R u l e s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

h e  is e i t h e r  (1) a s t u d e n t  e n r o l l e d  i n  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  

s c h o o l  w h o  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  o n e - h a l f  o f  h i s  c o u r s e  w o r k  or, (2) 

a l a w  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  s c h o o l  w h o  h a s  

n e v e r  f a i l e d  a b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  w h o  h a s  f a i l e d  a n d  t h e n  

p a s s e d  a b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n .  If a n  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  

t o  a n o t h e r  b a r ,  t h e  p e r s o n  m u s t  s h o w  t h a t  g o o d  s t a n d i n g  h a s  

b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d .

O n c e  a p e r m i t  is i s s u e d ,  t h e  l e g a l  i n t e r n  m a y  d o  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. A p p e a r  in a n y  D i s t r i c t  o r  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  
p r o c e e d i n g ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p e r m i t t e d  b y  
t h e  j u d g e ,  if t h e  l a w y e r  o f  t h e  c l i e n t  

is p r e s e n t  a n d  a b l e  to s u p e r v i s e  a n d  h a s  
f i l e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r m  w i t h  t h e  c o u r t  
a n d  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ;

2. A p p e a r  in D i s t r i c t  C o u r t  in a n u m b e r  of 
m a t t e r s ,  b o t h  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l ,  w i t h o u t  
the s u p e r v i s i n g  a t t o r n e y  p r e s e n t ,  p r o v i d­

ed  t h e  s u p e r v i s i n g  a t t o r n e y  h a s  f i l e d  a 
f o r m  a n d  c e r t i f i e s  t h e  i n t e r n  is c o m p e ­
tent, t h e  c l i e n t  g i v e s  w r i t t e n  c o n s e n t ,  
o r  a g o v e r n m e n t a l  b o d y  h a s  g r a n t e d  
a p p r o v a l ,  a n d  the j idge o r  m a g i s t r a t e  
a g r e e s .

T h e  p e r m i t  is g o o d  u n t i l  o n e  o f  the f o l l o w i n g  

e v e n t s  o c c u r s :

1. S i x  m o n t h s  h a v e  p a s s e d  (the p e r m i t  is 
r e n e w a b l e  o n c e  for s i x  m o r e  m o n t h s ) ;

2. T h e  i n t e r n  f a i l s  to t a k e  t h e  f i r s t  

A l a s k a  B a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  for w h i c h  h e  is 

e l i g i b l e ;
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3. T h e  i n t e r n  f a i l s  t o  p a s s  a n y  b a r  
e x a m i n a t i o n .

b. A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n

A  p e r s o n  e m p l o y e d  b y  o r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  A l a s k a  

L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C r o p o r a t i o n  m a y  r e c e i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  to p r a c t i c e  

l a w  in A l a s k a ,  f o r  n o t  m o r e  th w o  y e a r s ,  if t h e  a t t o r n e y  

is a d m i t t e d  to p r a c t i c e  l a w  —  o r  is e l i g i b l e  t o  be a d m i t t e d  

to p r a c t i c e  l a w  —  in a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  or t h e  D i s t r i c t  

of C o l u m b i a ,  a n d  h a s  n o t  f a i l e d  t h e  A l a s k a  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n .

T h e  p e r m i s s i o n  to p r a c t i c e  s h a l l  b e  w i t h d r a w n  if the p e r s o n  

a t  a n y  t i m e  f a i l s  the A l a s k a  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  l e a v e s  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  of t h e  A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h e  

p e r m i s s i o n  is o n l y  g o o d  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  

c l i e n t s ,  a n d  t h e  p e r s o n  is s u b j e c t  to t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  r u l e s  

of the A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .

c . U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m e d  F o r c e s  E x p a n d e d  
L e g a l  Assistant.'e P r o g r a m

A p e r s o n  w h o  is an a c t i v e  d u t y  m e m b e r  o f  the 

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A r m e d  F o r c e s  a s s i g n e d  to t h e  J u d g e  A d v o c a t e  

G e n e r a l  P r o g r a m ,  o r  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o a s t  G u a r d ,  m a y  

r e c e i v e  p e r m i s s i o n  to p r a c t i c e  .law in A l a s k a  f o r  n o t  m o r e  

th a n  t w o  y e a r s  if the a t t o r n e y  is a d m i t t e d  to p r a c t i c e  -- 

or is e l i g i b l e  to b e  a d m i t t e d  to p r a c t i c e  law —  in a n o t h e r  

stat e ,  t e r r i t o r y  o r  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of C o l u m b i a ,  h a s  g r a d u a t e d



f r o m  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  s c h o o l ,  a n d  h a s  n o t  f a i l e d  t h e  

A l a s k a  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o r  d o e s  n o t  l e a v e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .

T h e r e  is an a d v i s o r y  c o u n c i l  s e t  u p  t o  e s t a b l i s h  r u l e s  

a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  E x p a n d e d  L e g a l  A s s i s t a n c e  

P r o g r a m  in A l a s k a .  It is m a d e  u p  o f  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f r o m  

e a c h  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a n d  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .

B. T h e  S u b s t a n t i v e  L a w  C o m m i t t e e s

T h e r e  a r e  t e n  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a

B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  w h i c h  f o c u s  o n  s u b s t a n t i v e  law. T h e y  are:

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  L a w  
B u s i n e s s  L a w  
C r i m i n a l  L a w  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L a w  
F a m i l y  L a w

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  L a w  
P r o b a t e  L a w  
R e a l  E s t a t e  L a w  
T a x a t i o n  L a w  
T o r t  L a w

E a c h  c o m m i t t e e  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for m o n i t o r i n g  t h e  

law, s u g g e s t i n g  r e v i s i o n s ,  a n d  r e p o r t i n g  a n n u a l l y  t:o t h e  

m e m b e r s h i p  o n  l e g a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  in t h e  a r e a  o f  l a w  s t u d i e d  

b y  the c o m m i t t e e .

Ir a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  to 

s u b m i t  a r t i c l e s  in t h e i r  f i e l d s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  to t h e  B a r  R a g , 

a n d  to a i d  the C o n t i n u i n g  L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  in the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  s e m i n a r s .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  to
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a d v i s e  t h e  B o a r d  o n  s u b s t a n t i v e  i s s u e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  tax 

s t a t u s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  F o u n d a t i o n .

W h i l e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e s  c a n n o t  s p e a k  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  B o a r d  a p p r o v a l ,  s e v e r a l  

c o m m i t t e e s  r e g u l a r l y  m o n i t o r  a n d  t e s t i f y  c o n c e r n i n g  l e g i s l a­

t i o n  b o t h  in A l a s k a  a n d  in C o n g r e s s .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  has, o n  o c c a s i o n ,  a n d  a t  

t h e  r e q u e s t  of s o m e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  t a k e n  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  f o r w a r d e d  

t h o s e  v i e w s  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  R e c e n t l y ,  .it 

the b e h e s t  of the C r i m i n a l  L a w  C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  B o a r d  s u p p o r t e d  

the f o r m a t i o n  of a b l u e  r i b b o n  c o m m i s s i o n  to s t u d y  A l a s k a ' s  

d r u g  laws. In r e s p o n s e  to a r e q u e s t  f r o m  the T a x a t i o n  L a w  

C o m m i t t e e ,  t h e  B o a r d  w e n t  o n  r e c o r d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  c a r r y­

o v e r  b a s i s  r e p e a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  n o w  p e n d i n g  b e f o r e  C o n g r e s s .

C. T h e  P r o c e d u r a l  a n d  S e r v i c e  C o m m i t t e e s

1. B a r - D e n c h  P r e s s  C o m m i t t e e

T h e r e  a r e  n i n e  m e m b e r s  o n  t h e  B a r - B e n c h  P r e s s  

C o m m i t t e e ,  t h r e e  l o c a t e d  in S o u t h e a s t e r n ,  t h r e e  in S o u t h -  

c e n t r a l ,  a n d  t h r e e  in t h e  I n t e r i o r .  Its p u r p o s e  is to 

p r e v e n t ,  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  r e s p o n d ,  w h e r e  n e c e s s a r y ,  to 

u n j u s t  o r  i n a c c u r a t e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  the c o u r t s ,  j u d g e s ,  o r  the 

s y s t e m  o f  j u s t i c e  in g e n e r a l .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  is a v a i l a b l e  to the n e w s  m e d i a  a s  a



m e a n s  o f  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  j u d i c i a l  a c t i­

v i t i e s ,  a n d  c o u r t  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  o r  l e g a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .  F u r t h e r ­

m o r e ,  it h a s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e n c o u r a g i n g  b r o a d  d i s s e m ­

i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  n o t e w o r t h y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  

i m p r o v e m e n t s  v.'ithin t h e  j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ,  a s  w e l l  as s u g g e s t i n g  

m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  j u d g e s  a n d  l a w y e r s  c a n  i m p r o v e  t h e  p u b l i c  

i m a g e  o f  the l e g a l  s y s t e m .

2. B a r  P o l l s  a n d  E l e c t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  n i n e  m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  is to 

p r e p a r e ,  a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d ,  p o l l s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r ­

s h i p  o n  a n y  g i v e n  n u m b e r  o f  s u b j e c t s .  P a s t  w o r k  h a s  i n c l u d e d  

t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  s e e k i n g  j u d i c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  

e c o n o m i c  s u r v e y s ,  a n d  s u b j e c t s  o f  p r i o r i t y  i n t e r e s t  to 

m e m b e r s  c f  t h e  Bar. C u r r e n t l y ,  a p r o  b o n o  a c t i v i t y  p o l l  is 

b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d .

in a d d i t i o n  to f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  r e q u e s t e d  p o l l s ,  the 

C o m m i t t e e  c o m p i l e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p o l l  a n d  p r e s e n t s  t h e m  

to t h e  Be d.

T h e  o t n e r  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e  

is to t a b u l a t e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  y e a r l y  e l e c t i o n s  to m e m b e r ­

s h i p  o n  the B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  

C r o p o r a t i o n  B o a r d .  In a d d i t  n, it c o n d u c t s  a d v i s o r y  o p i n ­

i o n  p o l l s  l o r  u s e  by t h e  B o a r d  i n  i t s  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  l a w y e r
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l ,  J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i ­

c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n ,  a n d  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  J u d i c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e .

3. C i v i l  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  A l a s k a  R u l e s  o f  C i v i l  P r o c e d u r e ,  p r o m u l g a t e d  

b y  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  a r e  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  o f  t h i s  n i n e  

m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e .  W o r k i n g  b o t h  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  a n d  a t  t h e  

r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  C o u r t  S y s t e m ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d s  t o  t h e  

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a d d i t i o n s ,  d e l e t i o n s ,  a n d  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

r u l e s  b y  w h i c h  l a w  is p r a c t i c e  i n  t h i s  S t a t e .

4. T h e  C o n t i n u i n g  L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v i t a  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  

is t h e  C o n t i n u i n g  L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n .  (C.L.E.) C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  

is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  

in o r d e r  to k e e p  A l a s k a n  l a w y e r s  a b r e a s t  o f  n e w  d e v e l o p m e n t s  

in t h e  law.

T h e  t w e l v e  m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  t h r e e  g e o g r a p h i c  

l o c a t i o n s ,  S o u t h e a s t e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l  a n d  I n t e r i o r ,  s o  t h a t  

t h e  t y p e s  o f  p r o g r a m s  d e s i r e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  c a n  b e  d e v e l o p e d .

F i v e  10 n i n e  p r o g r a m s  p e r  y e a r  a r e  o f f e r e d .  In 

t h e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  t h e s e  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  e s t a t e  p l a n n i n g ,  p r o d u c t s  

l i a b i l i t y  l i t i g a t i o n ,  e s t a t e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  t h e  n e w  r u l e s  of



e v i d e n c e ,  t h e  n e w  c r i m i n a l  c o d e ,  a n d  t h e  n e w  b a n k r u p t c y  act.

S o m e  p r o g r a m s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  o n l y  o n e  m a j o r  p o p u l a ­

t i o n  c e n t e r  w h i l e  o t h e r s  a r e  " p i g g y b a c k e d "  t o  t w o  o r  m o r e  

c i t i e s  o r  v i d e o - t a p e d  f o r  s t a t e - w i d e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  In a d d i ­

tio n ,  t h e  C . L . E .  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p l a n n i n g  

a n d  e x e c u t i n g  a t h r e e  d a y  m i d - w i n t e r  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  

m e m b e r s h i p  d e v o t e d  t o  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n .

A  t a p e  l i b r a r y  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o g r a m s  is m a i n t a i n e d  

f o r  m e m b e r s  a n d  for t h e  p u b l i c .  B o t h  a u d i o  a n d  v i d e o  t a p e s  

c a n  b e  r e n t e d  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  a t  a n o m i n a l  c o s t .  A l s o ,  

w r i t t e n  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  o n  c u r r e n t  p r o g r a m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  

t o  t h o s e  u n a b l e  to a t t e n d  t h e  l i v e  p r o g r a m s .

5. E t h i c s  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  n i n e  m e m b e r  E t h i c s  C o m m i t t e e  i s s u e s  o p i n i o n s ,  

b a s e d  o n  a c t u a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  b u t  p h r a s e d  i n  h y p o t h e t i c a l  

t e r m s ,  in o r d e r  t o  g i v e  g u i d a n c e  t o  A s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s  in 

c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  the C o d e  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

A n  o p i n i o n  m a y  b e  r e q u e s t e d  b y  a n y  m e m b e r  in g o o d  

s t a n d i n g  w h o  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t ’, p r o p o s e d  c o n d u c t .  A n y  o t h e r  

p e r s o r  d e s i r i n g  an e t h i c s  o p i n i o n  c a n  r e q u e s t  o n e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s .

N o  e t h i c s  o p i n i o n  is p u b l i s h e d  w i t h o u t  a p p r o v a l  o f  

t h e  B o a r d  w h i c h  t h e r e a f t e r  d i r e c t s  i t s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  b y  

p u b l i c a t i o n  in t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  R a g , c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  a l l  L a w  

L i b r a r i e s ,  a n d  m a i l i n g  to t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .
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6. I n s u r a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  n i n e  m e m b e r  I n s u r a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  r e c e n t l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  to m o n i t o r  the s t a t u s  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  i n s u r a n c e  

c o v e r a g e  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  as w e l l  a s  to r e c o m m e n d  

to t h e  B o a r d  a n y  c h a n g e s  o r  a d d i t i o n s  in t h e  g r o u p  life, 

a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  h e a l t h  p l a n s  w h i c h  a r e  o f f e r e d  to A s s o c i a t i o n  

m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s .

7. L a w  R e l a t e d  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  n i n e  m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  is to 

p r e s e n t  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a t - l a r g e  

w h i c h  w i l l  a i d  in a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  l a w  a n d  the l e g a l  

s y s t e m .  Its a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  m o c k  t r i a l s  in t h e  

c l a s s r o o m s ,  as w e l l  os a s e r i e s  d e v o t e d  to t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of 

t h e  o w n e r s  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  a s  to t h e i r  r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  

law.

P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  p a m p h l e t s  o n  g e n e r a l  a r e a s  o f  the 

l a w  f o v  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  the p u b l i c  is a p r o j e c t  c u r r e n t l y  

be'iig c o n s i d e r e d .

8. ^ e g a l  E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  C o m m i t t e e

A n o t h e r  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  is 

t h e  L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  (L.E.O.) C o m m i t t e e .  Its 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n c l u d e  o v e r s i g h t  o f  W I C H E  f u n d s  for l e g a l  

e d u c a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  B a r



A s s o c i a t i o n  s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t u t o r i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  

f a i l i n g  b a r  e x a m i n e e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  L . E . O .  C o m m i t t e e  i s  

a i d i n g  a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  

a n y  p o t e n t i a l  r a c i a l  o r  e t h n i n  b i a s .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  

m a k e s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  as to h o w  to e n c o u­

r a g e  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  to p u r s u e  a l e g a l  c a r e e r  i n  A l a s k a .

9. P a r a l e g a l  C o m m i t t e e

A f t e r  t w o  s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ,  t h e  P a r a l e g a l  

C o m m i t t e e  a c c u m u l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  to 

i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to s k i l l s  r e q u i r e d  for 

p a r a l e g a l s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i t  o f f e r s  c o n t i n u i n g  l e g a l  e d u­

c a t i o n  f o r  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  w o r k  w i t h  p a r a l e g a l s .  A s s o c i a t e  

m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  Committee- is o f f e r e d  t o  p a r a l e g a l s .

P e r h a p s  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e ' s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  

is t h e  l i a i s o n  w h i c h  it p r o v i d e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  l e g a l  p r o f e s­

s i o n  a n d  t h e  p a r a l e g a l s  a c t i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  

A l s o  u n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is a p r o g r a m  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of 

p a r a l e g a l s .

10. S t a t u t e s ,  B y l a w s  a n d  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e

T h i s  s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t t e e  o f  n i n e  p e r s o n s  is c h a r g e d  

w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o p o s e d  r e v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t u t e s ,  

b y l a w s ,  a n d  r u l e s  w h i c h  g o v e r n  t h e  A l a s k a  Ba r .  O n e  o f  the 

m o s t  a c t i v e  c o m m i t t e e s ,  its m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t
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y e a r  or s o  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  f u l l  s c a l e  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  D i s c i­

p l i n a r y  R u l e s ,  a c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h o s e  r u l e s  to the m o d e l  

r u l e s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a s t u d y  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  of s o l i c i t a t i o n

a n d  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  a n d  a r e v i e w  o f  the C o d e  of P r o f e s s i o n a l  

■:%$ R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .

D. T h e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e s

«;*: 1. A d v e r t i s i n g  C o m m i t t e e

A t  its O c t o b e r  1 9 7 9  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  B o a r d  a u t h o r i z e d  

c r e a t i o n  of a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  to f o r m u l a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  

p u r s u a n t  to w h i c h  a t t o r n e y s  a d m i t t e d  to p r a c t i c e  ia A l a s k a  

m a y  a d v e r t i s e  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s .

T h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h i s  s e v e n  m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  w a s

g e n e r a t e d  by c h a n g e s  to the C o d e  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e s p o n s i b i­

l i t y  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a n d  w h i c h  t h e

v a Si
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a d o p t e d .

. ■) T h o s e  p r o v i s i o n s  a l l o w  a n  a t t o r n e y  to a d v e r t i s e  in

t h e  p r i n t  m e d i a ,  or o n  T . V .  o r  r a d i o ,  a n d  to i n c l u d e  s u c h

i n f o r m a t i o n  as h i s  name, a d d r e s s ,  p h o n e  n u m b e r ,  the f i e l d s  

o f  l a w  to w h i c h  h i s  p r a c t i c e  is l i m i t e d ,  a n d  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

m e m b e r s h i p s  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s t a t e m e n t s

*
r e g a r d i n g  fees.If
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T w o  o f  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  s y s t e m  o f  j u s t i c e  a r e  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i t i g a t i o n  a n d  

t h e  d e l a y  in p r o c e e d i n g  to t r i a l .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  B o a r d  

a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a c o m m i t t e e  to i n v e s t i g a t e  a n d  to 

r e c o m m e n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  t o  rei >lve d i s p u t e s .

I t s  g o a l  is a s p e e d y ,  i n e x p e n s i v e  s y s t e m  b y  w h i c h  m i n o r  

l i t i g a t i o n  c a n  b e  h a n d l e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s y s t e m .  

I n c l u d e d  in i t s  s t u d y  a r e  s u c h  c o n c e p t s  as n e i g h b o r h o o d  

d i s p u t e  c e n t e r s  a n d  the v e h i c l e  o f  a r b i t r a t i o n .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  n o n - l a w y e r s ,  w i l l  

s u b m i t  its r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to t h e  B o a r d  b y  M a r c h  1980. It 

is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  a p i l o t  p r o g r a m  w i l l  b e  in o p e r a t i o n  n o t  

l a t e r  t h a n  J u l y  1980.

3 . E x a m i n a t i o n / A d m i s s i o n  R e v i e w  Connni t t e e

A f t e r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s i x  y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  witli the 

A l a s k a  B a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  as p r e s e n t l y  f o r m u l a t e d ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  

G o v e r n o r s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a t h o r o u g h  r e v i e w  w a s  in o r d e r .  A s  a 

r e s u l t ,  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1979, a t h r e e  m e m b e r  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d  to u n d e r t a k e  the p r o j e c t .

I n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  i t s  m a n d a t e  w e r e  s t u d i e s  w i t h  

r e s p e c t  to u s e  of the m u l t i - s t a t e  e x a m ,  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  

the C a l i f o r n i a  e s s a y  e x a m ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  c u l t u r a l  b i a s .

2. A l t e r n a t i v e  D i s p u t e s  R e s o l u t i o n  C o m m i t t e e



A l s o  to b e  e x a m i n e d  is t h e  w e i g h t  a c c o r d e d  t h e  A l a s k a  e s s a y  

p o r t i o n ,  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e s  in t h e  d e g r e e  o f  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h e  

v a r i o u s  s e g m e n t s ,  a n d  q u e r i e s  w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  r a i s e d  a s  a 

r e s u l t  o f  a p p e a l s  b y  f a i l i n g  a p p l i c a n t s .

A l s o  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e c i­

p r o c i t y ,  r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  a t t o r n e y s  a f t e r  a l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  

i n a c t i v e  s t a t u s ,  a n d  v a r i o u s  s t a t i s t i c a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s .

4. H i s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r

A s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  u n i q u e  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  p o p ­

u l a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s  b y  m a n y  c o l o r f u l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  it 

w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  e v e n t s  b e c a m e  

lost, a g r o u p  w o u l d  b e  c r e a t e d  to p r e s e r v e  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 

t h e  A l a s k a  Bar.

J u d g e  J a m e s  H o r n a d a y  c h a i r s  t h i s  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  h a s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f  A l a s k a .  B e s i d e s  g a t h e r i n g  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  

p r e s e n t  p r o g r a m s  a t  the a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  a r t i­

c l e s  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  R a g .

7\nother p r o j e c t  in w h i c h  it is e n g a g e d  is the 

p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  to o b t a i n  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e a c h  a t t o r n e y ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  c i v i c  

a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  is b e i n g  d o n e  s o  t h a t  a c o m p l e t e  p r o f i l e  

o f  e a c h  m e m b e r  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  for p l a c e m e n t  in t h e  p e r m a n -



5. P r e p a i d  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

T h i s  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  i s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  s t a r t i n g  a p r e p a i d  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  p l a n  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  

s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I t s  i n i t i a l  r e p o r t  

i s  d u e  t o  t h e  B o a r d  in M a r c h ,  1980.

A s  c o n t e m p l a t e d ,  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  w o u l d  s p o n s o r  

a p l a n  w h e r e  t h e  p u b l i c  c o u l d  p u r c h a s e  i n s u r a n c e  u n d e r  w h i c h  

f u t u r e  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  w o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  

m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a s  to f e a s i b i l i t y  a n d  s t r u c t u r e ,  as 

w e l l  as i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

u n d e r w r i t i n g .

6. R i s k  M a n a g e m e n t  C o m m i t t e e

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  n a t i o n - w i d e  c r i s i s  in 

m a l p r a c t i c e  c o v e r a g e ,  a s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  in 

M a r c h ,  1978, to d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  

to t h e  A l a s k a n  a t t o r n e y  to s e c u r e  m a l p r a c t i c e  c o v e r a g e  

a d e q u a t e  to p r o t e c t  b o t h  t h e  l a w y e r  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c .

P u r s u a n t  to a r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  a t  i t s  

1 9 7 8  a n n u a l  b u s i n e s s  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  c o l l e c t e d  

l o s s  d a t a  f r o m  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s ,  m e t  w i t h  t h e  S t a c e ' s  

I n s u r a n c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  c o n t a c t e d  a l l  c a r r i e r s  w r i t i n g  

a t t o r n e y  c o v e r a g e  in t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  th> e x ­

p e r t  w h o  a s s i s t e d  the L a w  S o c i e t i e s  to s e t  u p  s e l f - i n s u r a n c e  

p l a n s  in C a n a d a .
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A w a r e  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e  c a r r i e r s  h a d  

d e c r e a s e d  in 1 9 7 5  f r o m  t w e l v e  (12) t o  t w o  (2), a n d  a l s o  

a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c a r r i e r s  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  to o n l y  f i v e

(5) b y  197 8 ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s o u g h t  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s e l f -  

i n s u r i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n  c o s t  a n d  

c o v e r a g e  w i t h  a v a i l a b l e  m a r k e t  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  A  f o u r  p a g e  

c o m p a r a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  B a r  R a g , a n d  a 

r e p o r t  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  t h e  1 9 7 8  a n n u a l  m e e t ­

ing. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w a s  f o r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

to s p o n s o r  t h e  I N A X  c o v e r a g e  f o r  A l a s k a  l a w y e r s .  T h e  m e m b e r ­

s h i p  u n a n i m o u s l y  a d o p t e d  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

O n e  a d v a n t a g e o u s  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  I N A X  p r o p o s a l  w a s  

i t s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of, a n d  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d ,  l o s s  p r e v e n t i o n .  In 

c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I N A X  p r e s e n t s  l o s s  p r e v e n­

t i o n  s e m i n a r s  to l a w y e r s ,  p a r a l e g a l s ,  a n d  o f f i c e  a d m i n i s t r a­

tor s .  S u c h  s e m i n a r s  p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on c u r r e n t  l o s s e s  

a n d  o n  a v o i d i n g  m a l p r a c t i c e  t h a t  m a y  r e s u l t  f r o m  p o o r  l a w  

o f f i c e  m a n a g e m e n t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  C o n t i n u i n g  L e g a l  

E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  is i n c o r p o r a t i n g  l o s s  p r e v e n t i o n  i n f o r­

m a t i o n  i n t o  s e m i n a r s  o n  s u b s t a n t i v e  law. T h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  is t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  to p r e v e n t  e r r o r s  a n d  o m i s s i o n s  

t h a t  r e s u l t  in h a r m  t o  t h e  c l i e n t .

7. S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

T h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  h a s



b e e n  s t u d y i n g  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  a n d  m a k i n g  a n n u a l  r e p o r t s  to 

t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  s i n c e  197 6 .  T h e  t a s k  f a c i n g  s u c h  a 

c o m m i t t e e  r a n g e s  f r o m  d e f i n i n g  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h ­

i n g  c r i t e r i a  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l­

ti e s ,  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  d e s i r a b l e  to 

c e r t i f y  a s p e c i a l i s t ,  a n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  r e ­

c e r t i f i c a t i o n .  G u i d a n c e  is f i n a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  A m e r i ­

c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  L a s  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d  a m o d e l  

p l a n  f o r  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a ­

t i o n ' s  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  

of p r e s e n t i n g  i t s  p r o p o s e d  p l a n  to t h e  B o a r d  in M a r c h ,  1980, 

a n d  to t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  in J u n e ,  1980.

S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  p r o c e d u r e s  to i d e n t i f y ,  

tes t ,  a n d  c e r t i f y  t h o s e  a t t o r n e y s  w h o  d e v o t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  

t i m e  to a s p e c i f i c  a r e a  of l a w  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n  c a n  b e  r e l i e d  u p o n  

b y  t h e  p u b l i c  in i t s  s e a r c h  f o r  e x p e r t i s e  to h a n d l e  a s p e c i f i c  

l e g a l  p r o b l e m .  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  a l s o  p e r m i t s  

t h e  c e r t i f i e d  a t t o r n e y  to a d v e r t i s e  h i s  s p e c i a l t y  t o  the 

p u b l i c .

T h e  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l i z a ­

t i o n  in A l a s k a  i n c l u d e s  the f a c t  t h a t  o v e r  5 0 %  o f  t h e  

p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y s  in A l a s k a  h a v e  b e e n  in p r a c t i c e  f i v e  

y e a r s  o r  les s .  T h u s ,  t h e y  l a c k  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  r e l i e d  u p o n
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b y  m o s t  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t o  c e r t i f y  e x p e r t s  in a n y  f i e l d  o f  

law. A  s e c o n d  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  is t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

o f  l a w y e r s  in A l a s k a  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i ­

t i o n e r s  w h o  d o  n o t  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  a n y  o n e  f i e l d  o f  law, b u t  

w h o  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e n d e r  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  in a l m o s t  e v e r y  

f i e l d  o f  law, w h e r e  t h e i r  c l i e n t s  n e e d  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s .  In 

A l a s k a ,  as e l s e w h e r e ,  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  w i l l  b e c o m e  a m o r e  

r e a l i s t i c  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  to i d e n t i f y  

l a w y e r  e x p e r t i s e .

8. U n a u t h o r i z e d  P r a c t i c e  C o m m i t t e e

T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  f o r m e d  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  w h a t  

m a n y  m e m b e r s  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  t h e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  p r a c t i c e  o f  law 

i n  A l a s k a  b y  n o n - a d m i t t e d  l a w y e r s .  It is c h a r g e d  w i t h  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  e x t e n t  o f  p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a  b y  

n o n - a d m i t t e d  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  w i t h  r e c o m m e n d i n g  r e m e d i a l  a c t i o n  

i f  n e c e s s a r y .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  B o a r d  in 

M a r c h  o f  1980.



V. S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T S

A. C o m p e t e n t  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  I n d i g e n t  C r i m i n a l

D e f e n d a n t s  W h e r e  t h e  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  H a s  A  

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t

P r i o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  

A g e n c y  in 1969, i n d i g e n t  c r i m i n a l  d e f e n d a n t s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n­

t e d  b y  c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  c o u n s e l  w h o  w e r e  c o m p e n s a t e d  at r a t e s  

b e l o w  t h o s e  o r d i n a r i l y  c h a r g e d  p a y i n g  c l i e n t s .  E v e n  w i t h  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  A g e n c y ,  in c a s e s  w e r e  

t w o  o r  m o r e  d e f e n d a n t s  w e r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  c r i m i n a l  v i o l a t i o n s  

a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e  s a m e  s e t  o f  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i  

t i o n e r s  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  the c o u r t  to r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d e f e n d­

a n t s  u n a b l e  to be r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  the P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  b e c a u s e  

o f  a c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  b e t w e e n  the s e v e r a l  d e f e n d a n t s .

T h e  r a t e  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  w e l l - b c l o w  the a v e r a g e  

r a t e  p a i d  b y  c l i e n t s  w h o  h a d  r e s o u r c e s  to p a y  t h e i r  c h o s e n  

a t t o r n e y .

In f i s c a l  y e a r  L979, the v a s t  n u m b e r  of d e f e n d a n t s  

n e e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  p r i v a t e  c o u n s e l  r e a c h e d  c r i s i s  p r o p o r  

tions. E v e n  t h o u g h  the r a t e  of c o m p e n s a t i o n  w a s  o n l y  $ 4 0 . 0 0  

p e r  hour, a s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  to m e e t  c o s t s  w a s  

s u f f i c i e n t  to p a y  o n L y  s e v e n t y - f i v e  (7>) c e n t s  o n  e v e r y  d o l ­

lar  o w e d  to a p p o i n t e d  c o u n s e l .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  C o u r t



p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  a m a x i m u m  f e e  s c h e d u l e .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  

S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  i s s u e d  a n  o r d e r  p l a c i n g  e a c h  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i­

t i o n e r  on a m a n d a t o r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  l i s t  s i m i l a r  to t h e  l i s t  

a l r e a d y  u t i l i z e d  in F a i r b a n k s ,  a n d  a p p o i n t m e n t s  w e r e  c o n­

s i d e r e d  o n  a s i m i l a r  b a s i s  f o r  e v e r y  m a j o r  c i t y  in A l a s k a .

B e c a u s e  of w i d e - s p r e a d  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t y  of 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  r e s u l t  if a t t o r n e y s  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  c r i m i n a l  d e f e n d a n t s  e v e n  w h e n  t h e  a t t o r n e y s  

l a c k e d  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  in c r i m i n a l  law, a n  a d  hoc, 

v o l u n t a r y  c o m m i t t e e  w a s  f o r m e d ,  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  

t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Law, C o u r t  S y s t e m ,  a n d  

P u b l i c  D e f e n d e r  A g e n c y  to s t u d y  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  m a k e  r e c o m­

m e n d a t i o n s .

T h e  C o u r t  a c c e p t e d  the C o m m i t t e e ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

t h a t  c o n t r a c t s  b e  l e t  to r e p r e s e n t  c o n f l i c t  c r i m i n a l  d e f e n­

d a n t s  in a l l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  B i d s  w e r e  s o l i c i t e d  f r o m  

t h e  e n t i r e  S t a t e  a n d  c o n t r a c t s  let for a l u m p  s u m  p r i c e  for 

c o m p e t e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  O c t o b e r ,  1979, t h r o u g h  J a n u a r y ,  

1980. In J a n u a r y ,  the c o n t r a c t s  w e r e  r e - l e t  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  

t h r o u g h  J u n e  30, 1980.

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  the w o r k  of t h e  A d  H o c  C o m m i t t e e ,  

t h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  h a s  a p p o i n t e d  a s i m i l a r  c o m m i t t e e  to s t u d y  

a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  to t h e  C o u r t ,  b y  J u n e ,  1980, p r o c e d u r e s  

for a l l  c o u r t - a p p o i n t e d  c o u n s e l  c a s e s .



B. I n s t i t u t i o n a l  A d v e r t i s i n g

In a n  e f f o r t  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  

i t s  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  i s  s p o n s o r i n g ,  s t a t e - w i d e ,  

a s e r i e s  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  (PSA's) o n  t e l e v i s i o n .  

T h e  c u r r e n t  g r o u p  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  w i l l s ,  

j u v e n i l e  r i g h t s ,  a n d  c o n s u m e r  c o m p l a i n t s .

T h e  t a p e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  p r o v i d e d  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e  b y  

t h e  V i r g i n i a  Bar, w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  o t h e r s  a s  s o u r c e s
ft

a r e  l o c a t e d .

C . S t a t e - w i d e  L a w y e r  R e f e r r a l  S e r v i c e

In May, 1978, a s t a t e - w i d e  r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e  w a s  

e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  B e f o r e  t h a t  

d a t e ,  a s i m i l a r  s e r v i c e  h a d  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  in A n c h o r a g e  u n d e r  

c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  s e r v i c e  

p r o v i d e s  t h e  n a m e s ,  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  n u m b e r s  o f  t h r e e  

a t t o r n e y s  p r a c t i c i n g  l a w  in the s u b j e c t  a r e a  o f  t h e  c a l l e r ' s  

legal p r o b l e m .  T h e  c a l l e r  is r e f e r r e d  t o  t h r e e  l a w y e r s  

p r a c t i c i n g  in t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  c a l l e r  r e s i d e s  

o r  n e e d s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  T h e  s e r v i c e  is f r e e  to t h e  p u b l i c .

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 0 0 0  r e q u e s t s  for l a w y e r s  a r e  m a d e  

to the s e r v i c e  e a c h  y e a r .  T h i s  a v e r a g e s  o u t  t o  b e  o v e r  

f i f t e e n  (15) c a l l s  p e r  da y .  A b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t s



a r e  f o r  p r o b l e m s  in t h e  f a m i l y  l a w  a r e a .  T h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  

n u m b e r  o f  r e q u e s t s  c o n c e r n  c o m m e r c i a l  l a w  p r o b l e m s .  R e p r e ­

s e n t a t i o n  is m o s t  o f t e n  r e q u e s t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :  

f a m i l y  law, commer> ial, n e g l i g e n c e ,  c r i m i n a l ,  t r a f f i c ,  

c o n s u m e r ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a g e n c i e s ,  l a n d l o r d / t e n a n t ,  a n d  

w i l l s / e s t a t e s / t r u s t .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  is p a r t i a l l y  b o r n e  b y  

a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n n u a l  d u e s ,  

l a w y e r s  w h o  p a r t i c i p a t e  in t h e  r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e  a r e  c h a r g e d  

a n  a n n u a l  fee o f  $ 3 5 . 0 0 .  E a c h  l a w y e r  m a y  r e g i s t e r  in u p  t o  

f i v e  a r e a s  o f  l a w  in w h i c h  r e f e r r a l s  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d .  In 

a d d i t i o n ,  e a c h  l a w y e r  m a y  i n d i c a t e  a r e a s  in w h i c h  p r o  b o n o  

c l i e n t s  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t e d .  T h e  l a w y e r  m u s t  a g r e e  t o  c h a r g e  

o n l y  $ 2 5 . 0 0  f o r  t h e  first, h a l f  h o u r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

r e f e r r e d  c l i e n t  a n d  m u s t  a g r e e  t o  k e e p  a t  l e a s t  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  

m a l p r a c t i c e  c o v e r a g e  in e f f e c t  a t  a l l  t i m e s .

T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e  c o n t i n u e s  

to b e  a d v e r t i s e d  in t h e  t w o  A n c h o r a g e  p a p e r s ,  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  

D a i l y  N e w s - M i n o r  a n d  t h e  T u n d r a  T i m e s . T h e  o n l y  a r e a  o f  t h e  

S t a t e  n o t  c o v e r e d  b y  a d v e r t i s i n g  is S o u t h e a s t e r n ,  w h i c h < to 

d a te, h a s  s h o w n  l i t t l e  o r  n o  n e e d  for, o r  r e s p o n s e  to, t h e  

L a w y e r  R e f e r r a l  S e r v i c e .



D. M a n d a t o r y  C o n t i n u i n g  L e g a l  E d u c a t i o n

A  s u b j e c t  o f  r e c e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n  in t h e  l e g a l  

p r o f e s s i o n  is m a n d a t o r y  c o n t i n u i n g  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n  ( C L E ) .

In t h e  f e w  s t a t e s  in w h i c h  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  

m a n d a t o r y  C L E ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e q u i r e d  h o u r s  r a n g e  f r o m  t h r e e  

(3) h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  f i f t e e n  (15) h o u r s  o v e r  a t h r e e  y e a r  

p e r i o d .

A t  i t s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  i n  J u n e ,  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  m o v e d  t h a t  a s t u d y  o f  m a n d a t o r y  C L E  b e  

u n d e r t a k e n  b y  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w i t h  a r e p o r t  t o  b e  g i v e n  to 

t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  a t  t h e  1 9 7 9  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g .  A s  a p a r t  o f  

t h a t  s t u d y ,  t h e  C L E  C o m m i t t e e  s u r v e y e d  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  in t h e  

s p r i n g  o f  1979. T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p o l l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a 

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  a t t o r n e y s  f a v o r e d  m a n d a t o r y  C L E  in 

A l a s k a .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p o l l  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  w h i l e  m o s t  

l a w  f i r m s  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e i r  m e m b e r s  to a t t e n d  C L E  c o u r s e s ,  

n e a r l y  a l l  f i r m s  p a y  t h e  c o s t  o f  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  C L E  p r o g r a m s .

A  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  C L E  

p r o g r a m s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  m a n y  o f  t h e m  

g o i n g  O u t s i d e  f o r  s u c h  p r o g r a m s .  M o s t  r e s p o n d i n g  a t t o r n e y s  

r e j e c t e d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  g r a n t i n g  a w a i v e r  o f  C L E  r e q u i r e­

m e n t s  b a s e d  o n  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t o r n e y ,  b u t  d o  

s u p p o r t  g i v i n g  C L E  c r e d i t  f o r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  v i d e o - t a p e d  C L E  

p r o g r a m s  p r e s e n t e d  in v a r i o u s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s .

- 5 5  -



In Jun e ,  197 9 ,  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e

a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  f a i l e d  t o  p a s s  a r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e

r e q u i r e d  f i f t e e n  (15) h o u r s  of c o n t i n u i n g  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n  

p e r  y e a r .  T h e  f l o o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  r e j e c t i o n  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  l a w y e r s '  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a t t o r n e y s  in A l a s k a  d o  a t t e n d  C L E  s e m i n a r s  

o n  a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  m a k i n g  s u c h  a t t e n d a n c e  

m a n d a t o r y  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  o r  d e s i r a b l e .

E. P r o  B o n o  A c t i v i t i e s  o f  the A l a s k a n  L a w y e r

" P r o  B o n o "  w o r k  b y  l a w y e r s  is t h e  g i v i n g  o f  l e g a l

s e r v i c e s  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  It m a y  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t h e  

r e n d i t i o n  of s u c h  s e r v i c e s  a t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e d u c e d  r a tes.

In A l a s k a ,  l a w y e r s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e i r  " o d e  of P r o f e s s i o n a l  

E t h i c s  to p e r f o r m  p r o  b o n o  w o r k  for t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h i s  

e t h i c a l  o b l i g a t i o n  is t y p i c a l l y  p e r f o r m e d  n o t  o n l y  by h a n d­

l i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  m a t t e r s  for i n d i g e n t  c i t i z e n s  at n o  cos t ,  

it is a l s o  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  v o l u n t a r y  c i t i z e n  g r o u p s ;  n o n - p r o f i t  

a r ts, m u s i c  a n d  t h e a t e r  g r o u p s ;  c h a r i t a b l e  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  as 

U n i t e d  W a y  o r  the YMC A ;  a n d  c h u r c h  b o a r d s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  on B a r  P o l l s  a n d  E l e c t i o n s  is c u r­

r e n t l y  c o n d u c t i n g  a s u r v e y  o f  l a w y e r s  in A l a s k a  in o r d e r  f o r  

t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  to u p d a t e  its i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  to m o r e  c o n ­

c i s e l y  i d e n t i f y  t h o s e  a r e a s  o f  the c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  r e c e i v e



p r o  b o n o  l e g a l  w o r k  a n d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s e r v i c e s  r e c e i v e d .

F. T y p i c a l  A l a s k a n  L a w y e r  a n d  L a w  F i r m

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a s u r v e y  o f  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  

i n  e a r l y  19 7 8  r e v e a l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  l e g a l  

p r o fess;ion in A l a s k a :

T h e  " t y p i c a l "  A l a s k a  L a w y e r  h a s  p r a c t i c e d  l a w  for 

6 y e a r s  in t h e  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  in a c o m m u n i t y  of 

o v e r  5000 p o p u l a t i o n .  H e  is p r o b a b l y  a p a r t n e r  i n  a firm.

If n o t  a p a r t n e r ,  t h e n  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  is e i t h e r  a s o l e  

p r a c t i t i o n e r  o r  a n  a s s o c i a t e .  H i s  a n n u a l  i n c o m e ,  b e f o r e  

t a x e s ,  is $ 3 7 , 8 2 3 .  T w e n t y - t w o  j r c e n t  (223) m a k e  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  o r  

less, 3 3 3  m a k e  b e t w e e n  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 ,  363 m a k e  b e t w e e n  

$ 4 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 7 0 , 0 0 0 ;  93 m a k e  b e t w e e n  $ 7 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  $ 3 2 5 , 0 0 0 ,  

a n d  13 m a k e  o v e r  $ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 .  He is a m o n g  t h e  6 2 3  of a l l  a t t o r­

n e y s  w h o  h a v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n s u r a n c e .

T o  e a r n  i n c o m e ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  a t t o r n e y  w o r k s  4 7 . 5  

h o u r s  p e r  w e e k ,  o f  w h i c h  703 is c h a r g e - t i m e  to c l i e n t s .

T w e n t y  p e r c e n t  (203) o f  h i s  t i m e  is s p e n t  o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o r  n o n - c h a r g e a b l e  o f f i c e  a c t i v i t i e s ;  f o u r  p e r c e n t  (4?) is 

s p e n t  o n  p r o  b o n o  l e g a l  w o r k .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  w o r k i n g  

da y ,  a n  a v e r a g e  of 7 h o u r s  o f  w o r k  p e r  d a y  is c h a r g e d  to 

c l i e n t s .  If a s a l a r i e d  l a w y e r ,  953 of h i s  w o r k  h o u r s  a r e  

s p e n t  o n  w o r k  for h i s  e m p l o y e r .



F o r  the p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  h a s  

s p e n t  a n  a v e r a g e  of f o r t y - f i v e  (45) h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  on 

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  T h i r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  (35%) o f  h i s  c o l ­

l e a g u e s  h a v e  s p e n t  f r o m  100 t o  m o r e  t h a n  200 h o u r s  o n  c o m ­

m u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  D u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  —  

a n d  6 0 %  o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  —  s p e n t  u p  t o  70 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  

o n  n o n - p a i d  c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  T h e  o t h e r  40% d e v o t e d  b e t w e e n  

s e v e n t y - o n e  (71) a n a  2 0 0  h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  n o n - c o m p e n s a b l e  

c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  T h e  t y p i c a l * l a w y e r  s p e n d s  t w e n t y - n i n e  

(29) h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  on p r o f e s s i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  c o n t i n u i n g  

l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  or. p r o f e s s i o n a l  b o a r d s ,  c o m m i t t e e s ,  a n d  

fee a r b i t r a t i o n  p a n e l s .

T h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  c h a r g e s  $ 6 0 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r  f o r  h i s  

s e r v i c e s .  F i f t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  (56%) o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  c h a r g e  b e­

tw e e n  $ 4 0 . 0 0  a n d  $ 7 0 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r ,  20% c h a r g e  b e t w e e n  $ 7 0 . 0 0  

a n d  $ 8 0 . 0 0 ,  15% c h a r g e  b e t w e e n  $ 8 0 . 0 0  a n d  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 ,  a n d  .2% 

c h a r g e  b e t w e e n  $ 1 0 0 . 0 0  a n d  $ 1 3 0 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r .  T h e  a t t o r n e y ' s  

h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of i n c o m e  is m o s t  l i k e l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  

g e n e r a l  p r a c t i c e ,  as is t h a t  o f  30% o f  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s .

(Note: 34% of t h e  re^ e n d i n g  a t t o r n e y s  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  a n y  

f i e l d  o f  law a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a h i g h e s t  s o u r c e  o f  i n c o m e . )

T h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  is p a i d  $ 7 0 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r  b y  t h o s e  c l i e n t s  

w h o  p a y  a f i x e d  fee o r  r e t a i n e r .  (Note: 55% o f  t h e  r e s p o n d i n g  

l a w y e r s  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  p a i d  f i x e d  f e e s  or



r e t a i n e r s ,  a n d  an a d d i t i o n a l  16% i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  k n o w  

h o w  m u c h  p e r  h o u r  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  f o r  w o r k  o n  a f i x e d  f e e  o r  

r e t a i n e r  b a s i s . )  If t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  c h a r g e s  a f l a t  d a i l y  

rat e ,  h e  is p a i d  $ 5 9 . 0 0  p e r  h o u r .  (Note: 6 4 %  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e

t h e y  w e r e  e v e r  p a i d  o n  a d a i l y  b a s i s ,  a n d  18% o f  t h o s e  w h o  

s a i d  t h e y  w e r e  s o  p a i d  d i d  n o t  k n o w  to h o w  m u c h  p e r  h o u r  t h e  

d a i l y  f e e  w o r k e d  o u t . )

T h e  " t y p i c a l "  A l a s k a n  L a w  F i r m  h a s  o n l y  o n e  p r i n c i p a l  

o f f i c e  f r o m  w h i c h  c l i e n t s  a r e  s e r v e d  b y  t w o  l a w y e r s ,  .6 a s s o­

c i a t e s ,  a n d  2 . 5  s e c r e t a r i e s / r e c e p t i o n i s t s .  A t y p i c a l  f i r m  

s p e n d s  4 8 . 5 %  o f  its g r o s s  i n c o m e  on o v e r h e a d  e x p e n s e s .  F i f ­

t e e n  p e r c e n t  (15%) o f  t h e  f i r m s  s p e n d  b e t w e e n  10% a n d  30% on 

o v e r h e a d ,  39% s p e n d  b e t w e e n  31% a n d  50%, 43% s p e n d  b e t w e e n  

51% a n d  70%, a n d  3% s p e n d  o v e r  7 0 %  o n  o v e r h e a d .  In o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  82% o f  the l a w  f i r m s  in A l a s k a  h a v e  o v e r h e a d  e x p e n s e s  

w h i c h  r u n  b e t w e e n  31% a n d  70% o f  t h e i r  g r o s s  a n n u a l  i n c o m e .

F o r t y - e i g h t  p e r  c e n t  (48%) o f  a t y p i c a l  f i r m ' s  o v e r­

h e a d  is p a i d  o u t  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  s t a f f ,  w i t h  2 3 %  b e i n g  p a i d  to 

s e c r e t a r i e s / r e c e p t i o n i s t s .  N i n e  p e r c e n t  (9%) is p a i d  to 

a s s o c i a t e s ,  11% is p a i d  to o t h e r  e m p l o y e e s ,  a n d  5% is p a i d  

for f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  for e m p l o y e e s .  O f f i c e  r e n t  c o n s u m e s  14% 

o f  the o v e r h e a d  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  s u p p l i e s  a n d  p o s t a g e  c o s t  6%, 

e q u i p m e n t  r e n t a l  c o s t s  7%, t e l e p h o n e  c o s t s  6%, l i b r a r y  a n d  

s u b s c r i p t i o n s  c o s t s  6%, a n d  1.3% is p a i d  for o t h e r  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  

item s .



R e s u l t s  of t h e  s u r v e y  d e m o n s t r a t e  in. c r e s t i n g  

r i p "  :s b e t w e e n  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r  w h o  p r a c t i c e s  in t h e  

, T h i r d ,  a n d  S e c o n d  a n d  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t s .

In t h e  F i r s t  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r :

1. E a r n s  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  - $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  n e t  p e r  y e a r
2. W o r k s  41 - 45 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k

3. C h a r g e s  $ 7 1  - $ 8 0  p e r  h o u r
4. P a y s  41% - 50% o f  i n c o m e  f o r  o v e r h e a d

e x p e n s e s :  r e n t  (10%— 19%); s a l a r i e s  
for s e c r e t a r i e s / r e c e p t i o n i s t s  ( 3 1 % — 35%)

5. D e v o t e s  61 - 70 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  to
c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e

6. S p e n d s  21 - 30 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l
a c t i v i t i e s

7. S p e n d s  4 1 - 5 0  h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  p r o  b o n o
w o r k

In t h e  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r :

1. E a r n s  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  - $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  n e t  p e r  y e a r
2. W o r k s  46 - 50 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k
3. C h a r g e s  $ 6 1  - $70 p e r  h o u r
4. P a y s  51% - 70% of i n c o m e  for o v e r h e a d

e x p e n s e s :  r e n t  ( 1 0 % — 19%); s a l a r i e s  f o r  
s e c r e t a r i e s / r e c e p t i o n i s t s  ( 2 0 % - 2 5 % )

5. D e v o t e s  6 1 - 7 0  h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  to c o m m u n i t y
a c t i v i t i e s

6. S p e n d s  2.1 - 30 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l
a c t i v i t i e s

7. S p e n d s  8 1 - 9 0  h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  p r o  b o n o  w o r k

In the S e c o n d  a n d  F o u r t h  D i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  l a w y e r :

1. E a r n s  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0  - $ 4 5 , 0 0 0  n e t  p e r  y e a r



2. W o r k s  46 - 50 h o u r s  p e r  w e e k
3. C h a r g e s  $ 7 1  - $80 p e r  h o u r

4. P a y s  41% - 5 0 %  o f  i n c o m e  f o r  o v e r h e a d

e x p e n s e s :  r e n t  (less t h a n  1 0 % ) ;  s a l a r i e s  

fo r  s e c r e t a r i e s / r e c e p t i o n i s t s  (10% - 1 9 % )
5. D e v o t e s  41 - 50 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  t o  c o m m u n i t y

a c t i v i t i e s

6. S p e n d s  31 - 40 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l
a c t i v i t i e s

7. S p e n d  91 - 100 h o u r s  p e r  y e a r  o n  p r o  b o n o
w o r k
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V I .  P U B L I C A T I O N S

T h e  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  is the 

B a r  R a g , w h i c h  a p p e a r s  o n  a m o n t h l y  b a s i s .  I t s  p u r p o s e  is 

t o  i n f o r m  m e m b e r s  o f  A s s o c i a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s , t o  r e p o r t  

t r e n d s  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  a n d  to e n t e r t a i n .  

I t  is p r o v i d e d  t o  a l l  a c t i v e  a n d  j u d i c i a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s s o  

c i a t i o n  a t  n o  c o s t .  R e s p  r? u-' l i t y  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  r e s t s  

w i t h  a s e v e n  m e m b e r  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s ,  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  A s s o  

c i a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t  f o r  o n e  y e a r  t e r m s .

A c t u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  is c a r r i e d  

o u t  b y  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  B o a r d .

B. U C L A / A l a s k a  L a w  R e v i e w

T h e  A l a s k a  B a r  p u b l i s h e s ,  s e m i - a n n u a l l y ,  f o r  t h e

b e n e f i t  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s  a n d  at n o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o s t ,  t h e  

U C L A / A l a s k a  L a w  R e v i e w . S t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  i s  p l a c e d  o n  

t o p i c s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a w s  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to 

t h e  R e v i e w  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  B a r  a r e  a c t i v e l y  s o l i c i t e d .

T h e  L a w  R e v i e w  is e d i t e d  b y  l a w  s t u d e n t s  at 

U . C . L . A . ,  a n d  i n c l u d e s  a r t i c l e s  b y  p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y s ,  

l a w  p r o f e s s o r s ,  a n d  n o t e s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  b y  s t u d e n t s .

T w o  m e m b e r s  o f  th* A l a s k a  B a r  s e r v e  as a l i a i s o n

b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  L a w  R e v i e w  a n d  t h e  B o a r d  of

G o v e r n o r s ,  w h i c h  is c h a r g e d  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b l i t y  f o r  t h e  p u b ­

l i c a t i o n  .

A. T h e  A l a s k a  B a r  R a g



VII. A D J U N C T  I N V O L V E M E N T

A. T h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  I n s u r a n c e  T r u s t

O n  M a r c h  11, 197 6 ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  a n  i n s u r a n c e  t r u s t  f u n d  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of A s s o c i a ­

t i o n  m e m b e r s  a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  I t s  p u r p o s e  is t o  o f f e r  g r o u p  

life, g r o u p  a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h  a n d  d i s m e m b e r m e n t ,  a n d  g r o u p  

h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  m e d i c a l  a n d  s u r g i c a l ,  d i s a b i l i t y ,  a n d  

r e l a t e d  i n s u r a n c e  b e n e f i t s  t o  a n y  m e m b e r  w h o  d e s i r e s  t h e m .

T h e  F u n d  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h r e e  T r u s t e e s ,  w h o  

a r e  e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y .  T h e  t r u s t e e s  a r e  a l s o  m e m b e r s  of t h e  

B o a r d .

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e  T r u s t  o f f e r s  m e d i c a l  a n d  

l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  p l a n s  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  A t t o r ­

n e y s  a n d  t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  a b l e  to e n r o l l  i n  t h e  g r o u p  

h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  p r o g r a m .  A  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  g r o u p  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  

p l a n  (with a n  o p t i o n a l  t e r m  l i f e  pla n )  is o f f e r e d  t o  a t t o r ­

n e y s  onl y .

B. T h e  A l a s k a  B a r  F o u n d a t i o n

In O c t o b e r ,  197 2 ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  F o u n d a t i o n  for the p u r p o s e  of f o s t e r­

i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  the h o n o r  a n d  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  p r o f e s ­

sion, i m p r o v i n g  a n d  f£ici l i t a t i n g  the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

j u s t i c e ,  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  s t u d y  o f  l a w  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  l e g a l
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e d u c a t i o n ,  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  l o a n s  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p s ,  a n d  m a i n ­

t a i n i n g  a l a w  l i b r a r y  a n d  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e r .

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p u r s u a n t  to S e c­

t i o n  5 0 1 ( c ) (3) of the I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  C o d e ,  a s  a N o t  f o r  

P r o f i t  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n d  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

the l a w s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a .

T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  p r e s e n t l y  

s e r v e s  as t h e  B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n .

W h i l e  it h a s  b e e n  l a r g e l y  quiesct-n. s i n c e  f o r m a­

tion, w i t h  i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  to o p e r a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  the 

p r o g r a m  is c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  a c t i v a t e d  w i t h  its f i r s t  o b j e c­

t i v e  b e i n g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a v i a b l e  s c h o l a r s h i p  p r o ­

gra m .  T h e  f i r s t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  w i l l  be o f f e r e d  in 1980.

C . Am o r  le a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n

E a c h  s t a t e  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  o n e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

in the H o u s e  of D e l e g a t e s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  

T h e  d e l e g a t e  is e l e c t e d  b y  the a c t i v e  m e m b e r s  of the A l a s k a  

B a r  t o  s e r v e  a t w o  y e a r  term. A l a s k a ' s  c u r r e n t  r e p r e s e n t­

a t i v e  is K e i t h  E. B r o w n ,  w h o s e  t e r m  e x p i r e s  a t  the e n d  of 

the A m e r i c a n  B a r ' s  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  in 1980.

H i s  f u n c t i o n  is to r e p r e s e n t  the v i e w s  of the 

A l a s k a  B a r  on a l l  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  c o m e  b e f o r e  the H o u s e  of 

D e l e g a t e s  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n .



D. A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n

N i n e  a t t o r n e y s  s e r v e  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

o f  A l a s k a  L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o r p o r a t i o n  ( A L S C ) , t w o  f r o m  t h e  

F i r s t  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  o n e  f r o m  t h e  S e c o n d  J u d i c i a l  D i s ­

tr i c t ,  t h r e e  f r o m  t h e  T h i r d  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  a n d  o n e  f r o m  

t h e  F o u r t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t .  E a c h  s e r v e s  f o r  a t e r m  o f  

t h r e e  y e a r s .  T h e  n i n t h  a t t o r n e y  o n  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

is t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  Bar, w h o  s e r v e s  d u r i n g  h i s  

t e r m  a s  P r e s i d e n t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  n i n e  a l t e r n a t e  

m e m b e r s  w h o  s e r v e  w h e n  a r e g u l a r  m e m b e r  i s  u n a b l e  t o  d o  so. 

A l l  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  a d m i n s i t e r e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  

A s s o c i a t i o n .

T h e  B o a r d  c a r r i e s  o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  C o r p o r a ­

tion, w h i c h  is to p r o v i d e  l e g a l  a s s i s t a n c e  to p e r s o n s  l a c k­

ing  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c a p a b i l i t y  to o b t a i n  p r i v a t e  c o u n s e l .

It m e e t s  a t  l e a s t  r_m r  t i m e s  a y e a r ,  s u p e r v i s e s  a s t a f f  of 

t h i r t y - e i g h t  (38) p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a n d  f o r t y - n i n e  (49) s u p p o r t  

p e r s o n n e l ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t e r s  a b u d g e t  o f  $ 1 . 7  m i l l i o n .

W h e n  n e c e s s a r y ,  the B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  

s t a t e - w i d e  m a i l i n g  s e r v i c e s  t o  A L S C .

E. A l a s k a  C o d e  R„v'ision C o m m i s s ion

T h e  A l a s k a  C o d e  R e v i s i o n  C o m m i s s i o n  w a s  e s t a b ­

l i s h e d  in 1? 76 to r e v i e w  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  r e v i s i o n s  to the 

l a w s  o f  A l a s k a .  T h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a p p o i n t s  o n e  a t t o r ­

n e y  t o  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n .  S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n ,  a l l  a p p o i n t -
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i n i e n t i t i e s  h a v e  a p p o i n t e d  n u m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  t o  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n .

F. J u d i c i a l  Counci.1

T h r e e  a t t o r n e y s  s e r v e  f o r  s i x  y e a r  t e r m s  o n  the 

J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l .  T h e  C o u n c i l ' s  p u r p o s e  is t o  r e c o m m e n d  c a n  

d i d a t e s  f o r  j u d i c i a l  o f f i c e  a n d  to c o n d u c t  s t u d i e s  f o r  t h e  

i m p r o v e m e n t  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e .

T h e  a t t o r n e y  m e m b e r s  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  

of G o v e r n o r s  a f t e r  n o m i n a t i n g  p e t i t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d  

a n d  a d v i s o r y  p o l l s  c o n d u c t e d .

In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  c o n d u c c e u  

p o l l s  e v a l u a t i n g  j u d i c i a l  c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  t r a n s m i t s  t h e  r e­

s u l t s  to t h e  C o u n c i l  for i t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

G. J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n

A f t e r  a d v i s o r y  p o l l s ,  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  a p ­

p o i n t s  t w o  a t t o r n e y  m e m b e r s ,  w h o  s e r v e  f o u r  y e a r  t e r m s ,  

to the J u d i c i a l  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  C o m m i s s i o n .

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  t h e  p o w e r  to i n v e s t i g a t e  m a l -  

f e a s e n c e  o r  m i s f e a s e n c e  o n  the p a r t  o f  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

j u d i c i a r y ,  a n d  to r e c o m m e n d  t o  the S u p r e m e  C o u r t  i m p e a c h m e n t  

s u s p e n s i o n ,  r e m o v a l  f r o m  o f f i c e ,  r e t i r e m e n t  o r  c e n s u r e .

H. N i n t h  C i r c u i t  J u d i c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e

T h e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  J u d i c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  w a s  e s t a b -



l i s h e d  b y  t h e  J u d i c i a l  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  C o u r t  

o f  A p p e a l s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  c o u r t s  i n  t h e  

c i r c u i t ,  a d v i s e  m e a n s  o f  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  a d m i n s t r a t i o n  of 

j u s t i c e ,  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

o f  r h e  c o u r t s .

A l l  t h e  j u d g e s  i n  t h e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

o f  e a c h  s t a t e  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  A t t o r n e y ,  

M a g i s t r a t e s ,  l a w  s c h o o l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a n d  p r i v a t e  p r a c ­

t i t i o n e r s  c o m p r i s e  i i s  m e m b e r s h i p .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Ba r ,  A l a s k a  

h a s  t w o  o t h e r  l a w y e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w h o  a r e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  

t h e  p r e s i d i n g  j u d g e  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  C o u r t  i n  A l a s k a  t o  s e r v e  

s t a g g e r e d  t h r e e  y e a r  t e r m s .  T h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p a r t i c i p a t e s  

i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t w o  a t t o r n e y  m e m b e r s  b y  s o l i c i t i n g  

n o m i n a t i o n s ,  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  a d v i s o r y  p o l l ,  a n d  t h e r e a f t e r  r e c­

o m m e n d i n g  t o  t h e  C h i e f  J u d g e  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  f o r  e a c h  v a c a n c y .

T h e  l a w y e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  s e r v e  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n ­

s a t i o n  a n d  w i t h o u t  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  f o r  e x p e n s e s .

I . N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B a r  P r e s i d e n t s

A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  to o f f i c e ,  the 

P r e s i d e n t  a n d  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  b e c o m e  m e m ­

b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B a r  P r e s i d e n t s ,  w h i c h  

m e e t s  t w i c e  a y e a r  in c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a l l  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t s  

o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  a r e  m e m b e r s .
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Its p u r p o s e  is to e d u c a t e  a n d  t r a i n  b a r  l e a d e r s ,  
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J. W e s t e r n  S t a t e s  B a r  C o n f e r e n c e

F i f t e e n  (15) s t a t e s  a r e  m e m b e r s  of t h e  W e s t e r n  

S t a t e s  B a r  C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  m e e t s  o n c e  a y e a r  to 

s h a r e  t h e  i d e a s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r  s t a t e  b a r  

a s s o c i a t i o n s .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  a n d  P r e s i d e n t - E l e c t  o f  e a c h  s t a t e  

bar, a s  w e l l  a s  a l l  p a s t  P r e s i d e n t s ,  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

C o n f e r e n c e .

K. R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  M i n e r a l  L a w  F o u n d a t i o n

T h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  M i n e r a l  L a w  F o u n d a t i o n ,  o n e  of 

the p r e e m i n e n t  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in the U n i t e d  

S t a t e s ,  s p o n s o r s  c o n t i n u i n g  l e g a l  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m s ,  p u b ­

l i s h e s  b o o k s  a n d  t r e a t i s e s ,  p r o v i d e s  s c h o l a r s h i p s  an d ,  in 

g e n e r a l ,  e n c o u r a g e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  law.

Its B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  is c o m p r i s e d  o f  l a w  s c h o o l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a n d  o n e  a p p o i n t e e  

f r o m  e a c h  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  in t h e  W e s t e r n  s t a t e s .  H a r r i s  

S a x o n ,  the A l a s k a  B a r ’s c u r r e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  s e r v e s  a t  the 

p l e a s u r e  of t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s .



L. B a n k r u p t c y  J u d g e  M e r i t  S c r e e n i n g  C o m m i t t e e

T h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  s e r v e d ,  p u r s u a n t  

t o  f e d e r a l  s t a t u e s ,  o n  t h e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t  B a n k r u p t c y  J u d g e  

M e r i t  S c r e e n i n g  C o m m i t t e e .

I t s  p u r p o s e  w a s  to d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  c u r r e n t  

b a n k r u p t c y  j u d g e  w a s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  i n  h i s  

p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  t o  m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  C h i e f  J u d g e  of 

t h e  N i n t h  C i r c u i t .

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e v i e w e d  a n s w e r s  

t o  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  s o l i c i t e d  f r o m  a t t o r n e y s  

p r a c t i c i n g  i n  b a n k r u p t c y  c o u r t ,  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  f r o m  i n t e r­

e s t e d  p e r s o n s ,  a n d  i n t e r v i e w e d  t h e  j u d g e .
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BE IT E N A C T E D  B Y  THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 6 . 0 3 . 0 1 0 ( c )  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to 

read:

(19) B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s  o f  the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  (AS OS. 

08.040) - June 30, 1 9 8 # ^

£*■ <. 3  0 8 . 0 8 . 0 4 0  i s  amended to read:
Sec. 0 8 . 0 8 . 0 4 J. BOARD O F  G O V E R N O R S  OF THE A L A S K A  BAR. (a) There

is [HEREBY] c o n s t i t u t e d  a Board o f  G o vernors of the A laska Bar to be 

e l e c t e d  under b ylaws a n d  r e g u l ations adopted [PROMULGATED] by the 

board.

(b) The b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  of active m e m b e r s  elect-' :

b y  the a c t i v e  m e m bers o f  the A l a s k a  Bar and three p e r s o n s  who ar*> 

a p p o i n t e d  by t-he g o v e r n o r  and who are not a t t o r n e y s .

Sec. AS 0 8 .08.050(a) is a m e nded to read:

Sec. 08.08.050. S E L E C T I O N  [ELECTION] OF T H E  BOARD. (a) Two 

m e m b e r s  o f  the b o a r d  s h a l l  be e l e cted b y  and f r o m  among the members o f  

the a s s o c i a t i o n  r e s i d e n t  in the first judicial district: four members 

o f  the b o a r d  sh a l l  be e l e c t e d  b y  and f r o m  among the m e m bers of the 

a s s o c i a t i o n  r e s i d e n t  in the third judi c i a l  district: two m e m b e r s  by and 

r r o m  a m o n g  the m e m b e r s  o f  the a s s o c i a t i o n  resident in the combined area 

o f  the s e c o n d  a n d  fourth j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ^ f T H r c G  memb e r s  who are n o t -

a t t o r n e y s  shall b e  a p p o i n t e d  b> the gove r n o r  and are s u b j e c t  to confir-

* S e c

n a t i o n  b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  in loint s e s sion

* S e c A S  08.08.050(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) M e m b e r s  of the B o a r d  of Gove r n o r s  shall hold o f fice for three 

y e a r s  and until their s u c c e s s o r s  are e l e c t e d  or a p p o i n t e d  and qualified

AS 08.08.050(c) is r e p e a l e d  a nd r e e n a c t e d  to read:

(c) Board m e m bers sh a l l  be selec t e d  annually, on the following 

t r i e n n i a l  rotation:

(1) in the f i r s t  year, one m e m b e r  shall be appointed; one 

m e m b e r  sh a l l  be e l e c t e d  f r o m  the first judicial district, one member 

f r o m  the c o m b i n e d  second and fourth j u d i c i a l  district, and one member 

f r o m  the third j u d i c i a l  district^ / f t J p  OA)t /rf L lMC i .  FcfZ Tift ft ' f i  1
( 2 )  in the s e c o n d  year, one m ember shall be appointed: one 

m e m b e r  shall be elected f r o m  the first judicial d i s t r i c t t one member

a t



f r o m  the c o m b i n e d  s e c o n d  and fourth j u d i c i a l  district, and or.e m e m b e r  

f r o m  the t h i r d  j u d i c i a l  district?

(3) in the third year, one m e m b e r  shall be appointed and two 

m e m bers s h a l l  be e l e c t e d  from the th i r d  j u d i c i a l  district.

AS 0 8 . 0 8 . 0 7 0  is r e p e a l e d  a nd r e e n a c t e d  to read: I

Sec. 08.08.070. V A C A N C I E S  ON T H E  BOARD. (a) T h e  board shall 

fill a v a c a n c y  in the e l e c t e d  m e m b e r s h i p  of the board until the next 

a n n u a l  election.
«

(b) T h e  g o v e r n o r  shall a p p oint a m e m b e r  to fill a vacancy in _ne 

a p p o i n t e d  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  the b o a r d  for the u n e x p i r e d  terra.

AS 0 8 . 0 8  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c tion to read:

Sec. 08.08.075. M E E T I N G S  OF T H E  BOARD. AS 4 4 . 6 2 . 3 1 0  and 44.62.312 

a p p l y  to the m e e t i n g s  o f  the board. M e m bers of the A l a s k a  Bar a n d  the 

p u b l i c  shall be given 30 days notice of m e e t i n g s  of the board except 

for e m e r g e n c y  m e e t i n g s  d e a l i n g  wi t h  the e x e c u t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of the 

bar examination.

5 t c , < AS 0 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 0  is amended to read;

Sec. 08.08.080. P O W E R S  O F  BOARD. (a) E x c e p t  as m a y  be otherwise 

p r o v i d e d  in this c h a p t e r  or the A l a s k a  Bar Rules, the b o a r d  may adopt 

r e a s o n a b l e  p r o v i s i o n s

(1) c o n c e r n i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  and the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of m e m b e r­

ship in the A l a s k a  Bar?

(2) p r o v i d i n g  for emp l o y e e s  of the A l a s k a  Bar, the time, 

p l a c e  and m e t h o d  of t h e i r  selection, and their r e s p e c t i v e  powers,



duties, terms of office, e n d  compensation}

(3) c o n c e r n i n g  annual a n d  s p e c i a l  meetings;

(A) c o n c e r n i n g  the esta b l i s h m e n t ,  collection, deposit, in­

vestment , and d i s b u r s e m e n t  of m e m b e r s h i p  and a d m i s s i o n  fees, penalties, 

and all ot h e r  funds;

[(5) P R O V I D I N G  FOR THE O R G A N I Z A T I O N  A ND G O V E R N M E N T  OF LOCAL 

S U B D I V I S I O N S  OF T H E  A L A S K A  BAR;]

(6) p r o v i d i n g  for all other m a t t e r s  aff e c t i n g  in any way the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  and f u n c t i o n i n g  of the A l a s k a  Barj_

(7) p r o v i d i n g  f or continuing legal edu c a t i o n  a n d  for ce r t i­

fication of a c o n t i n u i n g  legal e d u c a t i o n  program;

(3) e s t a b l i s h i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  a p r o g r a m  for the c e r t i f i­

cation o f  a t t o r n e y s  as s p e c i a l i s t s .

(b) The b o a r d  may

(1) a p p r o v e  a n d  r e c o m m e n d  to the state supreme court [ADDI­

TIONAL] rules for p r o m u l g a t i o n  b y  the c o u r t  inc l u d i n g  rules con c e r n i n g  

a d m i s s i o n ^  [AND] d i s c i p l i n e , licensing a n d  c o n tinuing legal edu c a t i o n  

VND D E F I N I N G  T H E  P R A C T I C E  OF L A W #

(2) a d o p t  r e a s o n a b l e  bylaws a n d  regulations c o n s i s t e n t  with 

this c h a p t e r  and the A l a s k a  Bar Rules;

(3) s u e  in the name o f  the A l a s k a  Bar In a co u r t  of competent 

j u r i s d i c t i o n  to e n j o i n  a p erson froz d o i n g  an act c o nstituting a vio-

(4) f i x  the a n n u a l  m e m b e i s h i p  fee for

ar>4i .

to the p r o v i s i o n s  of s t a t e  law g e n e r a l l y .

Sec.^l^^f" AS 0 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 5  is a m e nded to read:

Sec. 08.08.085. A N N U A L  R E P O R T  TO L E G I S L A T U R E .  (a) The Board of

lation o f  this chapter;

(5) r e c o m m e n d  to the l e g i s l a t u r e  changes to this chapter and



G o v e r n o r s  shall r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  to the \'ffs
l e g i s l a t u r e  on all m a t t e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  admissions, dis c i p l i n e  of members, 

a n d  d i s b a r m e n t  procee d i n g s ,  except for those m a t t e r s  d e f ined as c o n­

fidential b y  court rule.

(b) T h e  r e p o r t  of the Board o f  Gove r n o r s  shall note

(1) e a c h  addition, modification, or r e p e a l  of a bylaw or 

r e g u l a t i o n  of the A l a s k a  Bar;

(2) each addition, m o d i f ication, or r e peal of the A l a s k a  Bar 

Ru l e s  p r o p o s e d  to or a d o pted b y  the state s u p reme court.

/ I ,  T f a b  ^
C O i t t I  6 / .  1 0 ,  0 7 ( 3  f c )  *
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O O A R O  M E M B E R S  
W I L L I A M  P  B R Y S O N  

S T A N L E Y  T  F I S C H E R  

K A R E N  L  H U N T  

E L I Z A B E T H  P  K E N N E D Y  

E O W A R D  G  K I N G  

J O N A T H A N  H  L I N K  

W I L L I A M  B  R O Z E L L  

R I C H A R O  O S A V E L L  

H U G H  G  W A f . E

J a n u a r y  19, 1 9 8 1

S e n a t o r  J a l m e r  M, K e r t t u l a  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r
S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  A c t i n g  S p e a k e r  o f  t h e  H o u s e

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  S t a r e  o f  A l a s k a

P o u c h  V  P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1  J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Mr. P r e s i d e n t  a n d  M r .  S p e a k e r :

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o f  the A l a s k a  B a r  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  p u r s u a n t  to A S  0 8 . 0 8 . 0 8 5 ,  I m a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r e p o r t  to y o u  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  

c o n c e r n i n g  a d m i s s i o n s ,  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  d i s b a r m e n t  

p r o c e e d  i n g s .

A d m i s s i o n s  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i s b a r m e n t  p r o ­

c e e d i n g s ,  a r e  c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  

to b a r  r u l e s  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  T h e  

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  r e p o r t s  to t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o n  its 

a c t i v i t i e s  a f t e r  e a c h  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  ( t w i c e  a y e a r )  for 

a d m i s s i o n s  a n d  a f t e r  e a c h  q u a r t e r  for d i s c i p l i n e .  D i s b a r ­

m e n t  p r o c e e d i n g s  a r e  a p a r t  o f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s .

F i n a l  a c t i o n  o n  a l l  a d m i s s i o n s  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  o n  a l l  
s e r i o u s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  m a t t e r s  is t a k e n  b y  t h e  A ’a s k a  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t  a n d  n o t  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n .  C o p i e s  o f  t h e  

p e t i t i o n s  for a d m i s s i o n s  a n d  q u a r t e r l y  d i s c i p l i n e  r e p o r t s  

s u b m i t t e d  to t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a r e  e n c l o s e d  f o r  y o u r  

i n f o r m a t i o n .

A l s o  e n c l o s e d  a r e  c o p i e s  o f  r e p o r t s  o n  f e e  a r b i t r a t i o n  

w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  to t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .



S e n a t o r  J a l m e r  M. K e r t t u l a  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  

J a n u a r y  19, 1 9 3 1  

P a g e  T w o

D e c i s i o n s  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  o n  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  

a d m i s s i o n  m a t t e r s  m a y  b e  a p p e a l e d  to t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  

C o u r t .  T h e  c o u r t ' s  o p i n i o n s  in s u c h  c a s e s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d .  

D u r i n g  1 9 8 0  t h e  A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  s t r u c k  d o w n  t h e  r e q u i r e ­

m e n t  t h a t  a p p l i c a n t s  b e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  30 d a y s  
b e f o r e  t a k i n g  t h e  b a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  ( S h e l e y  v. A l a s k a  B a r  

A s s o c i a t i o n , O p i n i o n  # 2 1 5 6 ,  A u g u s t  29, 1 9 8 0 ) ;  a f f i r m e d  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  s i x  

m o n t h  s u s p e n s i o n  r e c o m m e n d e d  b y  t h e  h e a r i n g  c o m m i t t e e  m a d e  

u p  o f  a t t o r n e y s  a n d  l a y  p e r s o n s  to a t w o  y e a r  s u s p e n s i o n  (I n  

t h e  M a t t e r  o f  P r e s t o n , O p i n i o n  # 2 1 5 6 ,  A u g u s t  29, 1 9 8 0 ) ;  

a f f i r m e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  w h i c h  s i m i ­
l a r l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  W. C l a r k  

S t u m p  f r o m  o n e  to f i v e  y e a r s  (In t h e  M a t t e r  o f  S t u m p ,

O p i n i o n  # 2 2 3 7 ,  D e c e m b e r  5, 1 9 8 0 ) ;  a n d  u p h e l d  as f a i r ,  r e a s o n ­

a b l e  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  v a l i d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a p p l i ­

c a n t s  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  b e  g r a d u a t e s  o f  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  lav; s c h o o l  

( A p p l i c a t i o n  o f  U r i e , O p i n i o n  # 2 1 7 2 ,  S e p t .  26, 1 9 8 0 ) .  T h e  
U r i e  o p i n i o n  c o n c l u d e d :

T h e  A B A  s y s t e m  o f  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  is s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

a n d  t i m e - c o n s u m i n g .  W e  c a n  t h i n k  o f  n o  e f f e c ­

t i v e  s u b s t i t u t e  w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  d e v e l o p e d  a t  

t h e  s t a t e  l e v e l  w i t h o u t  d i v e r t i n g  i m p r a c t i c a l

c.’-j.mts c f  m a n p o w e r  a n d  m o n e y  i n t o  s u c h  a n  

,'iiry. G i v e n  t h e  s t r o n g  s t a t e  i n t e r e s t  in 

a,, c u r i n g  t h a t  t h o s e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 

l a w  h a v e  h a d  s u i t a b l e  t r a i n i n g  i n  a d e q u a t e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  

f r o m  o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  w e  a r e  o f  t h e  

o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  b a r  r u l e  r e q u i r e m e n t  
is v a l i d  a n d  d o e s  n o t  v i o l a t e  t h e  d u e  p r o c e s s  

c l a u s e  o f  e i t h e r  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o r  

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  w e  n o t e  that: r e q u i r i n g  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a n  A B A  a c c r e d i t e d  lav; s c h o o l  is 

n o t  a s e v e r e  i m p e d i m e n t  to e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  l e g a l  

p r o f e s s i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  to t h e  b r i e f  o f  t h e  A B A  

a s  a m i c u s  c u r i a e ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  t h e  n u m b e r  

o f  a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l s  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  137 to 168.

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  t h e r e i n  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  

6 3 , 0 0 0  to 1 2 1 , 6 0 0 ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  3 6 , 8 0 8  w o m e n .
T h e r e  a r e  16 A B A  a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l s  in C a l i f o r n i a ,  

w i t h  a to*-al e n r o l l m e n t  o f  o v e r  1 4 , 6 0 0  s t u d e n t s .  
( F o o t n o t e s  o m i t t e d . )



S e n a t o r  J a l m e r  M. K e r t t u l a  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M i k e  M i l l e r  

J a n u a r y  19, 1 9 8 1  

P a g e  T h r e e

In a s e p a r a t e  c h a l l e n g e  in t h e  f e d e r a l  c o u r t s  t h e  N i n t h  

C i r c u i t  C o u r t  o f  A p p e a l s  a f f i r m e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  

C o u r t  a n d  h e l d  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  g r a d u a t i o n  f r o m  a n  

a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  s c h o o l  w a s  r a t i o n a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i t n e s s  

o r  c a p a c i t y  to p r a c t i c e  l a w  a n d  d i d  n o t  v i o l a t e  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  

A m e n d m e n t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  T h e  c o u r t  

f o l l o w e d  e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n s  u p h o l d i n g  s u c h  r e q u i r e m e n t s  i n  

o t h e r  s t a t e s .  (S a n t o s  v. A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
J u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o f  A l a s k a ,  618 F . 2 d  5 7 5  (9th 
C i r . 1 9 8 0 ) ) .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s

A L A S K A  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

W i l l i a m  B. R o z e l  
P r e s i d e n t

F A U L K N E R ,  B A N F I E L D  D G C C A N  & H O L M E S  
3 1 1  F r a n k l i n ,  S u i t e  2 0 1  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 6 0 1  

(907) 5 3 6 - 2 2 1 0

W B R / s l b

cc: R a n d a l l  B u r n s

B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

I n  t h e  M a t t e r  o f  t h e  A p p l i c a t i o n s  of:

ALASKA BAR 
ASSOCIATION

B O X  Z 7 0  

A N C K O M O t ,  A l a s k a  

90310 

2 7 2 - 7 4 0 9

DAVID L. ALLISON, MA R Y  ELLEN ASHTON, JAMES 

D. BABB, JR., M A R I L Y N  E. BAIN, SUSAN ?. 

BEHLKE, W I L F R E D  D. BENNETT, JOAN E. BLADES, 

DOUGLAS L. BLANKENSHIP, D A N I E L  L. CALLAHAN, 

LARFY D. CARD, LARRY L. CAUDLE, M A R K  C. 

CHOATE, J E F F R E Y  W. COLE, T HERON J. COLE, 

KATHRYN J. COLEMAN, PATRICK W. CONHEADY, 

DENNIS P. CUMMINGS, DALE 0. CURDA, JOSEPH 

D. DARNELL, J O S E P H  D. DiGANGI, M I C HAEL P. 

DIXON, R O B E R T  L. DOSS, JR., HE L G A  E A K O N , 

JOHN M. EBERHART, W A LTER T. FEATHERLY, III, 

ADRIE N N E  P. FEDOR, M A R YANN E. FOLEY, PETER

B. FOOR, D. M O N I T A  FONTAINE, W I L LIAM R. 

FOSSEY, J O S E P H  H. FRANICH, JR., RAYMOND 

M. FUNK, PETER C. GAMACHE, DEIDRE S. 

GANOPOLE, G A Y L E  L. G A R R I G U E S , JOSEPH W. 

GELDHOF, DIANNA R. GENTRY, PETER W. 

GIANNINI, DAVID E. GRASHIN, MITCH E L L  D. 

GROVO, C A R M E N  L. GUTIERREZ, STEPHEN L.

HALE, T H E R E S A  R. HEBERT, EDWARD H. HEIN, 

JAIME P. HIDALGO, T H E R E S A  HILLHCUSE,

ROBERT C. HOLMES, ALAN J. HOOPER, DONALD D. 

HOPWOOD, T HOMAS G. JOHNSON, C. BARCLAY 

JONES, M A R C  W. JUNE, JAMES F. KLASEN, DAVID

G. K O I V U N I E M I , G E RARD R. LaPARLE, CAROLYN 

D. 1ATHR0P, C H A R L E N E  A. LI. CUT M A N N , NICHOLAS

G. MAROULES, P HILIP J. M A T R I C A R D I , JOHN P. 

MCDONALD, KATHLEEN I. McGUIRE, M I C H A E L  S.

M c La u g h l i n , w i l l i a m  f . m e e s e , p e g c y  m .

MENTELE, R OBERT J. MOLLOY RICHARD D. 
MONKMAN, JOHN M. MOXNESS, M Y R A  M. MUNSON, 

MI C HAEL K. MURRAY, DEANNA C. MYERS, LOU 

ANNE S. NELSON, JONATHAN B. NOLL, M A RGARET? 

L. OBERLY, DAVID W. OESTING, GREGORY L. 

PETERS, HOLLI I. P.i'OG, MARY L. POTEET, 

PENNY R. POTTER, COLLEEN A. RAY, JOHN M. 

RICHARD, KENNETH P. RINGSTAD, E L E A N O R  C. 

RIVER, L ESLIE D. ROMO, HENRY C. SCHMIDT, 

LINDA SCOCCIA, SUSAN R. SHARROCK, ELIZABETH 

L. SHAW, DONALD R. SHERER, ROBERT D. SINKEY 

JOHN M. SKRHAK, JR., M I C HAEL A. STEPOVICH, 

JR., W A L T E R  STILLNER, ANTHONY L. STRONG, 

HARVEY P. SULLIVAN, LAURENCE M. SYLVESTER, 

JOHN M. TALLEY, RICHARD J. TODD, FRED H. 

VALDEZ, RICHARD L. WAGG, STEPHEN M. 

WILLIAMS, M A R K  T. WOELBER, CLARKE L. YOUNG, 

DURWOOD J. ZAELKE, JR., CAROL A. ZAMARELLO, 

WALTER P. ZULKOSKI, STANLEY T. LEWIS

F o r  A d m i s s i o n  to t h e  P r a c t i c e  of  L a w  in 

\ l a s k a  a n d  M e m b e r s h i p  in t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  

v s s o c i a t i o n

P E T I T I O N



The Board of Governors of the Alaska Bar Association, by its

ALASKA BAR 
ASSOCIATION

B O X  2 7 9  

A N C M O R A O C .  A L A S K A  

9 9 3  1 0  

2 7 2 . 7 4 6 9

Executive yLrector, Randall P. Burns, in accordance with Part I, Rule 4, 

Section 4, A laska Bar Rules, certifies to this Court the following results 

of the July, 1980 Bar Examination and respectfully petitions the Court to 

grant the admission of the applicants herein recommended as qualified for 

a d m i s s i o n :

July 28, 29, and 30, 1980 in which a total of 106 applicants were examined. 

T h i r t e e n  (13) of the applicants qualified for the attorney examination.

consisting of four essay questions was given on the first afternoon. The 

California portion consisting of six essay question.- was given on the first 

morning and the second day. The third day < 'nsisted of the multi-state 

examination. T h i r t e e n  attorney applicants took only Alaska essay examination. 

Some of the general applicants were permitted to transfer their scores from 

prior multi-state exams in lieu of taking the multi-state portion of the 

July, 1980 exam.

of examination to the Board of Governors on October 24, 1980. The Committee 

followed Rule 4, Section 6 of the Alaska Bar Rules. A composite score of 

70% was the passing score on the examination, a scaled score of 135 on the 

m ulti-state having been considered the equivalent of 70% of the highest 

possible score on that portion of the examination. The different parts of 

the general examination were weighted as follows: 40% California, 40%

M u l t i - s t a t e  and 20% Alaska. After the initial gracing, the Committee of Law 

Examiners re-read the California essay answers of applicants whose initial 

composite scores wt:e between 65% and 70%. Fifty-eight (58) general applicants 

and seven (7) attorney applicants were certified by the Committee as having 

received a composite score of 70% or above. Thirty-five (35) general 

applicants and six (6) attorney applicants were certified as having received 

composite scores below 70%.

1. T h e  A laska Bar A ssociation conducted a Bar Examination on

The examination consisted of three parts. T he Alaska portion

3. The Committee of Law Examiners certified its written report

n
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Co m m i t t e e ' s  report of examination, the recommendations of the Executive 

D i r e c t o r  and such other matters as it considered pertinent, determined that 

the f ollowing 65 applicants receiving composite scores of 70% or above 

w e r e  qual i f i e d  for admission to practice law in Alaska:

M a r y  Ellen A shton 

M a r i l y n  E. Bain 

Susan P. Behlke 

W i l fred D. Bennett 

Joan E. Blades 

D o u g l a s  L. Blankenship 

Da n i e l  L. Callahan 

La r r y  D. Card 

La r r y  L. Caudle 

M a r k  C. Choate 

J e f f r e y  W. Cole 

T h e r o n  J. Cole 

K a t hryn J. Coleman 

P a t r i c k  W. Conheady 

Joel D. DiGangi 

W a lter T. Featherly, III 

M a r yann E. Foley 

W i l l i a m  R. Fossey 

J o seph H. Franich 

Raymond M. Fun k  

Deidre S. Gano p o l e  

Dianna R. Gentry 

Peter W. Giannini 

David E. Grashin 

M i t c h e l l  D. Gravo 

Carmen L. Gutierrez 

Th e resa R. Hebert 

Theresa H i llhouse 

Robert C. Holmes 

Ala n  J. Hooper 

Donald P. Hopwood 

Thomas G. Johnson

Marc W. June 

James F. Klasen 

Gerard R. LaParle 

Carolyn D. Lathrop 

Stanley T. Lewis 

Charlene A. L i chtmann 

Nicholas G. Maroules 

Philip J. Matricardi 

Peggy M. Mentele 

Robert J. Molloy 

Richard D. Monkman 

John M. Moxness 

My r a  M. M unson 

Deanna C. Myers 

Michael S. Mc L a u g h l i n  

Jonathan B. Noll 

G regory L. Peters 

Holli I. Ploog 

Mary L. Poteet 

Colleen A. Ray 

Kenneth P. Ringstad 

Eleanor C. River 

Linda Scoccia 

Elizabeth L. Shaw 

John M. Skrhak, Jr. 

Richard J. Todd 

Fred H. Valdez 

Richard L. Wagg 

Stephen M. Williams 

Marl T. Woelber 

Clark L. Young 

Durwood J. Zaelke, Jr.

Carol A. Zamarello

5. T h e  .•ard of Governors, based upon the Committee's report 

of examination, the recommendations of the Executive Director and such other 

matters as it considered pertinent, determined that the following forty-one 

(41) a p p l i c a n t s  who received composite scores below /0% have failed to 

d e m o n s t r a t e  their qualifications for admission to practice law in Alaska:

David L. A l l ison 

James D. Babb, Jr. 

Dennis P. Cummings 

Dale 0. Curda 

Joseph D. Darnell 

Michael P. Dixon 

Robert L. Doss, Jr. 

Helga Eakon 

John M. Eberhart

John P. McDonald 

Kathleen I. McGuire 

William F. Meese 

Michael K. Murray 

Lou Anne S. Nelson 

Margarett L. Oberly 

Pivid W. Oesting 

Penny R. Potter 

John M. Richard
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Peter 3. Foor

D. M o n i t a  Fontaine 

Peter C. G a m ache 

Gayle G a rrigues 

J o seph W. Geldhof 

Stephen L. H a l e  

Edward H. Hein 

Jaime P. Hidalgo 

Carol B a r clay Jones 

David G. Koi v u n i e m i

Mi c h a e l  Stepovich, Jr.

Henry C. Schmidt 

Susan R. Shar r o c k  

D onald R. Sherer 

Robert D. S i nkey

Ha r v e v  P. Sullivan 

Laur e n c e  M. Sylvester 

John M. T alley

Walter Stillner 

A n t hony L. Strong

W a l t e r  P. Zulkoski

WHEREFORE, the Board of Governors of the A laska Bar Associ a t i o n

recommends that up o n  the filing of proof of c o m pliance wit h  the provisions 

of Part I, Rule 6 of the A l a s k a  Bar Rules, the applicants listed in para­

graph four (4) above be admitted to practice in A l a s k a  and that the a p p l i­

cations of the forty-cne (41) applicants listed in pa'agraph five (5) above 

be denied.

DATED this 13th day cf November, 1980.

A L A S K A  BAR ASSOCI A T I O N

FOR: Randall P. Burns, Executive Director 

A LASKA BAR AS S O C I A T I O N
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

In  the M a t te r  o f  th e  A p p l i c a t i o n s  o f :

STEPHEN M. AGNI, DAIVD L . ALLISON, ELLA 
ANAGICK, KATHLEEN C. BARRON, CONSTANCE A.
BASTIAN, WILLIAM BIXBY , KATHRYN A. BLACK,
RICHARDO BRAVO, J R . ,  JULIENNE E. BRYANT,
LARRY D. CARD, JACQUELINE K. CARR,
MARK C. CHOAT, ALICEMARY L . CLOSUIT,
PATRICK W. CONHEADY, TERRY-LYNN COONS,
PATRICK J .  COUGHLIN, DAN E. DENNIS, PAUL 
L . DILLON, DAN D. DIXON, GEORGE DUKE,
DAVID G. DYE, SHARON J .  EMLEY, RONALD D.
FLANSBURG, PETER C. GAMACHE, RENE J .
GONZALEZ, LEWIS F. GORDON, DAVID E.
GRASHIN, NANCY J .  GROSZEK, PARRY GROVER,
GLORIA HANSSEN, WILLIAM C. HARPIN, SUSAN 
HENOCH, TERESA HILLHOUSE, KARLA F.
HUNTINGTON, JAMES E . HUTCHINS, DAVID A.
INGRAM, JAMES H. ISHERWOOD, I I I ,  RICHARD
D. KIBBY, RICHARD J .  KORECKI, HENRY M. ) PETITION 
LANCASTER, KATHERYN LYNCH, GARY L .
MARSHALL, FRED A. MATSUNO, KATHLEEN I .
McGUIRE, JAMES Q. MERY, WALLACE W. M ILLS ,
EDWARD L . MINER, MILTON L .  MOSS, DIANNE
E. OLSEN, RUTH E. O ’ ROURKE, LAURIE OTTO,.
STEFFANIE D. PARKER, STEPHANIE PATEL,
MATTHEW K. PETERSON, BETTY RAMAGE, MARK 
RINDNER, BARBAFA D. L . ROBERTS, LOWELL A.
ROBINSON, LESLIE D. ROMO, PATRICK RUMLEY,
JEAN S. SCHANEN, BRYAN E. SCHULER,
ELIZABETH H. SHELEY, BRUCE F. SHERMAN,
THOMAS G. SMITH, MICHAEL A. D. STANLEY,
GERALD E. STINSON, HARVEY P. SULLIVAN,
JOHN M. TALLEY, H. CONNOR THOMAS, RICHARD 
J .  TODD, LANCE P. WELLS, RAYMOND G.
WHELESS, L. VAN WHITEHEAD, ROY V.
WILLIAMS, CARL WINNER, MICHAEL L .
WOLVERTON, RONALD M. ZOBEL

F o r  A d m i s s i o n  to t h e  P r a c t i c e  of L a w  in 

A l a s k a  a n d  M e m b e r s h i p  in  t h e  A l a s k a  B a r  

A s s o c  i.-, t i o n  ________  ______



T h e  Board of G o v e r n o r s  of the A l a s k a  Bar Association, by its 

E x e c u t i v e  Director, R a n d a l l  P. Burns, in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  Part I, Rule 4, 

Section 4, A l a s k a  Bar Rules, c e r t i f i e d  to this Court the following results 

of the February, 1980 Bar E x a m i n a t i o n  and r e s p e c t f u l l y  petitions the Court to 

grant the a d m i s s i o n  of the app l i c a n t s  h e r e i n  recomm e n d e d  as qualified for 

admission:

1. The A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  cond u c t e d  a Bar Examination on 

Febr u a r y  26, 27, and 28, 1980 in w h i c h  a total of 78 applicants were examined 

Te n  (10) of the a p p licants qual i f i e d  for the a t t orne examination.

2. The e/ a m i n a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of three parts. The Alaska portion 

c o n s i s t i n g  of four essay q u e s t i o n s  w as giv^n on the first afternoon. The 

Ca l i f o r n i a  p o r tion con s i s t i n g  of six es s a y  questions was given on the first 

m o r n i n g  and the third day. T he second day consisted of the multi-state 

examination. Nine (9) atto r n e y  a p p l i c a n t s  took only the multi-state 

examination. Some of the g e n e r a l  app l i c a n t s  w e r e  permitted to transfer their 

scores from prior m u l t i - s t a t e  exams in lieu of taking the multi-state portion 

of the February, 1980 exam.

3. T he C o mmittee of L a w  E x aminers cer t i f i e d  its written report 

of e x a m i n a t i o n  to the Board of G o v e r n o r s  on May 22, 1980. The Committee 

followed Rule 4, S e c tion 6 of the A l aska Bar Rules. A composite score of 

70% was the p a s sing score on the examination, a scaled score of 135 on the 

m u l t i - s t a t e  h aving been considered the equ i v a l e n t  of 70% of the highest 

possible score on that portion of the examination. The different parts of 

L h e  general ex a m i n a t i o n  were w e i g h t e d  as follows: 40% California, 40% 

M u l t i - s t a t e  and 20% Alaska. After the intitial grading, the Committee of Law 

Examiners re-read the Cal i f o r n i a  essay answers of applicants whose initial 

composite scores were between 65% and 70%. Fo r t y - s e v e n  (47) general 

applicants and nine (9) a t t o r n e y  a p p l i c a n t s  were certified by the Committee 

as h aving received a c o mposite score of 70% or above. Twenty-one (21) 

general a p p l i c a n t s  were, ana one (1) atto r n e y  appl i c a n t  was certified as 

having received mposite scores b e l o w  70%.
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(4) On May 22, 1980, the Board of Governors, based upon the

Co m m i t t e e ' s  report of examination, the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of the Executive 

d ire c t o r  and such other matters as it c o n sidered pertinent, determined that 

the following 56 applicants receiving comp o s i t e  scores of 70% or above 

we r e  qualified for admi s s i o n  to practice law in Alaska:

ALASKA BAR 
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Stephen M. Agni 

K athleen Barron 

C o nstance A. Bastian 

W i l l i a m  Bixby 

K a t hryn A. Black 

J ulienne E. Bryant 

Jac q u e l i n e  K. Carr 

Ali c e m a r y  L. Closuit 

T e r r y - L y n n  Coons 

P a t r i c k  J. C o u g h l i n  

Dan E. D ennis 

Paul L. D illon 

David Dye 

Sharon J. Emley 

Ronald D. Flansburg 

Parry Grover 

Lewis F. Gordon 

Rene J. Gonzalez 

Gloria H a n ssen 

W i l liam C. Harpin 

Karla F. Hu n t i n g t o n  

James E. Hutchins 

David A. Ingram 

James H. Isherwood, III 

Richard D. Kibby 

Richard J. Korecki 

Kathryn D. Lynch 

Gary L. M a r s h a l l  

James Q. Mery

W a l l a c e  W. Mills 

Edward L. Miner 

M i l t o n  L. Moss 

Ruth E. O'Ro u r k e  

L a u r i e  H. Otto 

D ianne Olsen 

S t e f f a n i e  D. Parker 

S t e p h a n i e  Patel 

M a t t h e w  K. Peterson 

Betty Ramage 

M a r k  R i n d n e r  

Barbara D. L. Roberts 

l o w e l l  A. Robinson 

P a t r i c k  R umley 

Jea n  S. Schanen 

Bryan E. Schuler 

Bruce F. Sherman, Jr. 

G erald E. Stinson 

Eliz a b e t h  H. Sheley 

M i c h a e l  A. D. Stanley 

H. C o n n o r  T h omas 

La:ice P. Wells 

Carl W i n n e r  

Roy V. Will i a m s  

Raymond G. Wheless 

Mi c h a e l  L. Wolverton 

Ronald M. Zobel

5. The Board of Governors, based upon the Committee's report 

of examination, the recommedr.ati^r.s of the Exec u t i v e  Director and such other 

matters as it considered pertinent, determined that the following twenty-r;ro 

(22) applicants who received composite scores b e l o w  70% have failed to 

demons t r a t e  their q ualifications for admi s s i o n  to practice law in Alaska:

Da id L. Allison 

Elxa A n a g i c k  

Ricardo Bravo, Jr. 

Larry D. Card 

Mar k  C. Choat 

P atrick W. Conheady 

Danny D. Dixon 

George Duke 

Nancy J. G r o s z e k  

David E. G r a shin 

Peter C. G a m ache

Susan H enoch 

T e r e s a  Hillhouse 

Henry M. Lancaster 

K a t h l e e n  I. McGuire 

Fred A. Matsuno 

L e slie D. Romo 

H a rvey P. Sullivan 

Th o m a s  G. Smith 

Joh n  M. T a lley 

Richard J. Todd 

L. Van W’hitehead



WHEREFORE, the Board of G o vernors of the A laska Bar Association 

recommends that upo n  the filing of proof of compliance with the provisions 

of Part I, Rule 6 of the Alaska 3ar Rules, the applicants listed in para­

graph four (4) a b o v e  be admitted to practice in Alaska and that the twenty- 

two (22) a p p licants listed in paragraph five (5) above be denied.

DATED this _______  day of June, 1930.

\ >  ^  *r-Ns  • > i ' .

l  * w  v. . i « < y * . . ___________
R a n d a l l  P. Burns 

'Executive Director 

A LASKA BAR ASSOCIATION
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o f f i c e r s

D ON N A  C  W I L L A R C
P R E S ID E N T
AN CHO RA G E

WI LL I AM B R O Z E L L
R R E S IO E N T  E LECT  
JU N EA U

J O N A T H A N  H L INK  
V ICE  F R C S iO E N T  
F A IRBA N KS

E D W A R D  G K I NG
S E C R E T A R Y
K C T C H I W

I B O A R D  O F  G O V E R N O R S

A L A S K A  3 A R  A S S O C I A T I O N
P O  B O X  2 7 9

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  9 9 S I 0
A R E A  C O O E  9 0 7 / 2 7 2 * 7 X 0 9

R a n o a l l  P. B u r n s . E x e c u t i v c  O i r e c t o r  
W i l l i am  g a r r i s o n  B a r  C o u n s e l

■***
*

‘J u l y  16, 1 9 8 0
rsi«ci ia. iii i

H o n .  J a y  A. R a b i n o w i t z  

C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  

604 B a r n e t t e  S t r e e t  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

D e a r  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  R a b i n o w i t z :

P l e a s e  find e n c l o s e d  the d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  fee 

a r b i t r a t i o n  f i g u r e s  for t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  of 

1 9 8 0 .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  w e  a r e  m a n a g i n g  to m a i n ­

ta i n  the c a s e  l o a d  at a w o r k a b l e  l e v e l .

Mr. M a r v i n  F r a n k e l  w i l l  a s s u m e  the d u t i e s  

of D i s c i p l i n a r y  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  as of t h i s  d a t e .

I a m  c o n f i d e n t  :hat he w i l l  p r o v e  to be an 

a s s e t  to the o f f i c e .

I w o u l d  l i k e  to t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

e x p r e s s  m y  a p p r e c i a t i o n  to you a n d  he o t h e r  

J u s t i c e s  for the c o u r t e s y  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  

to m e  d u r i n g  the p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .

R e g a r d i n g  the r e p o r t ,  I w o u l d  l i k e  to 

c l a r i f y  a n  e r r o r  (n r e p o r t i n g .  P l e a s e  n o t e  

the d a t a  s h e e t  for the f i r s t  q u a r t e r ,  w h i c h  

I h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a n d  m a r k e d  E x h i b i t  A. D u e  

to a n  o v e r s i g h t ,  the f i n a l  t a l l y  for the 

n u m b e r  of c a s e s  c l o s e d  l a s t  q u a r t e r  w a s  

m i s c o u c  tt d . A c o u n t  of the d a t a  s h e e t  
s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e s  w i l l  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  t w e n t y  (20), r a t h e r  t h a n  n i n e t e e n  (19) 

c a s e s ,  w e r e  d i s m i s s e d .  I h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  the 
c o r r e c t e d  d a t a  on E x h i b i t  A. A s  a p r a c t i c a l  

m a t t e r  t h i s  s i m p l y  m e a n s  t h a t  w e  e n d e d  the

B o a n o  m e m b e r s  
A L B E R T  H B R A N S O N  
S T A N L E Y  T F I S C H E R  
K A R E N  L. H U N T  
E L I Z A B E T H  P K E N N E D Y  
E D W A R O  G K I NG  
J O N A T H A N  H. L I NK  
W I L L IA M B R O Z E L L  
R I C H A R D  D S A V E L L  
D O N N A  C  W I L L A R D



H o n .  J a y  A. R a b i n o w i t z  

J u l y  16, 1 9 8 0  

P a g e  2

q u a r t e r ,  a n d  b e g a n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r ,  w i t h  

a c a s e  l o a d  of t w e n t y s e v e n  (27) r a t h e r  t h a n  

t w e n t y e i g h t  (28). I r e m a i n ,

W W G / c c

C C : B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s

J u s t i c e  R o b e r t  B o o c h e v e r  

J u s t i c e  R o g e r  G. C o n n o r  
J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  W. M a t t h e w s  

J u s t i c e  E d m o n d  W. B u r k e

W i l l i a m  W . / G a r r i s o n  

B a r  C o u n s e l



E X H I B I T  A 

D I S C I P L I N E  R E P O R T

J a n u a r y  1, 1980 - M a r c h  31, 1980

♦

CASELOAD

1. C a s e s  p e n d i n g  & c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  on J a n u a r y  1, 1980 38

2. C a s e s  f i l e d  or r e a c t i v a t e d  since J a n u a r y  1, 1980 10

T O T A L  C A S E L O A D  F O R  P E R I O D .......................  48

3. C a s e s  c l o s e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1, 1980

(a) D i s m i s s e d  b y  B ar C o u n s e l  ..................    19
(b) I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n s ................................  1
(c) D i s b a r r e d  ..............................................  0

T O T A L  ..................................................  20

4. T o t a l  P e n d i n g  C a s e s  o n  M a r c h  31, 1980 .............  28

STATUS OF F E N D I N G  A C T I V E  C A S E S ;

1. I n v e s t i g a t i v e  Stage:

(a) To C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r  for A d v i s o r y  O p i n i o n  ., 0
(b) Bar C o u n s e l  .........................    25
(c) S p e c i a l  P r o s e c u t o r  ................................  1
(d) M a t t e r s  h e l d  in a b e y a n c e  ........................ 0
(e) C o n c i l i a t i o n  P a n e l  ................................  0

T O T A L  .................................................  0

2. B e f o r e  B oard of G o v e r n o r s   ......................  0

3. B e f o r e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  ................................... 2

TOTAL PENDING ACTIVE CASES ON MARCH 31, 1980 28

REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE OR COMPLAINTS FOUND NOT TO BE

VIOLATIONS OF THE CODE OF Pi. 1FESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY

N u m b e r  d i s p o s e d  of d u r i n g  this q u a r t e r  ............  76



I .

I I .

I l l .

D I S C I P L I N E  R E P O R T  

A P R I L  1, 1 9 8 0  - J U N E  30, 1 9 8 0

1. C a s e s  p e n d i n g  & c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  on A p r i l  1, 1 9 8 0 .  . . 27
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4. C a s e s  C l o s e d  s i n c e  A p r i l  1, 1 9 8 0 ........................  10

T O T A L  P E N D I N G  C A S E S  O N  J U N E  30, 1 9 8 0  ..............................  24



A L A S K A  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N  

S U R V E Y  O F  G R I E V A N C E S

In an e f f o r t  to b e t t e r  i n f o r m  the c o u r t ,  b a r  a n d  p u b l i c  

of the s o u r c e  a n d  n a t u r e  of g r i e v a n c e s ,  a n d  t h e  a r e a s  of p r a c ­

t i c e  f r o m  w h i c h  g r i e v a n c e s  a r i s e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  is a s a m p l e  

b a s e d  o n  t h e  f i l e s  c l o s e d  in the B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f f i c e  f r o m  

A p r i l  1, to J u n e  30, 1 9 8 0 .

In d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of the g r i e v a n c e ,  o n l y  tv :> m o s t  

s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  is r e f l e c t e d .  In f a c t ,  m o r e  g r i e v a n c e s  

a l l e g e  v a r i o u s  a c t s  o f  m i s c o n d u c t .  It is n o t  p r a c t i c a l  to 

a t t e m p t  to r e f l e c t  a l l  a l l e g a t i o n s .

I. N A T U R E  O F  G R I E V A N C E  y/ 7,

1. T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n s  ( e m b e z z l e m e n t /  1 7.5

c o n v e r s i o n / w i t h h o l d i n g  c l i e n t ' s  

p r o p e r t y )

2 . Conflict of Interest 1 7 . 5

3. N e g l e c t  ( F a i l u r e  to p e r f o r m ,  d e l a y  

a b a n d o n m e n t )

A . R e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  c l i e n t

5. M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n / F r a u d

6. E x c e s s i v e  F e ^ s

7. I n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  j u s t i c e

8. I m p r o p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  6 s o l i c i t a t i o n

9. C r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n

10. P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r

11. F a i l u r e  to c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

12. M e d i c a l  i n c a p a c i t y

13. I n c o m p e t e n c e

1 A . O ther

TOTAL

0 0

A 31

1 7.5

0 0

5 39

1 7.5

0 D

o n

o n

0 0

o o

0 0

ion. n

An a d d i t i o n a l  86 m a t t e r s  w e r e  h a n d l e d  w h i c h  d i d  nor 

i n v o l v e  v i o l a t i o n s  of the C o d e  o f P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  

b u t  did i n v o l v e  an i n t e r v i e w ,  r e q u i r e  a r e s p o n s e  o n  the r e n d e r i n g  

of a s s i s t a n c e  to r e s o l v e  the m a t t e r .



I / i '  C I P L I I I A R Y  R E P O R T  
i E C O I I D  qCWRTER

A P R  IL 1, 1 9 8 0  - J U N E  30, 1 9 8 0

FILE
NO.

7 7 - 1 0

DATE
F ILED

i / 2 2 / 7 7

C OMP L A I NANT ' S  
R E L A T I O N S H I P  
TO RESPONDENT

T h i r d  P a r t y

MOST S E R I O U S  CHARGE STATUS

N e e l o c t - - !  A {. K P e t i t i o n  l o r  f o r m a l  l l r p .  
h e l d  p e n d i n g  m a l p r a c t i c e  
a c t  I o n .

D I S P O S I T I O N DATE
CL O SED

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
d e l a y e d  b e c a u s e  o f  
a b s e n c e  o f  w i t n e s s

7 8 - 1  3 6/2/78 ADA I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / l u s t i e r  
7 - n - l - f

C r i m i n a l  P r o s e c u t i o n  d i s m i s s e d  
D . A .  R e c o r d s  f o r w a r d e d  t o  D i s c i p l i n e  
U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n .

7 8 - 2 0 7/11/78 AliA

78-29

7 9 -  1

7 9 - 2

1 1 / 2 0 / 7 8

2/9/79

C 1 lint

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

ADA

Mi  a r e p . / f r a n d  
5-11

1 n c o m p e  i  e n c  e 13

I n t e l f u r e n c u  w / I  u s  t 1 e e 
7 - D - I - - P - r  u o n a 1 
II e h a v L o  r  10-11 
• ■ ' a l l u r e  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  
w J t  h D i s c i p l i n a r y  
A u t h o r i t i e s  1 1 —41 — 2

T r  u j  t V I o I  a i  I o n  
I , 2 c

I - A

T o  R e v i e w  Co  min 1 1 1  e  e M e ml) e r  
9 / 2 7 / 7 8 - - T o  D c a r i n p  C o m m i t t e e  
f » / l 2 / 7 9 - - T o  HOG 1 <3/ J 0 /  7 M 
T o  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  1 0 / J 1 / 7 9  
b r i e f  Si i I idi  1 r t  ed  - O r a  1 A r g u m e n t  
b e f o r e  S u p r e m e  C t  6 / 2 A / 8 U

I n v e s  I  I >t a t I on  p e n d i n g
r e a o l u t l o n  o f  c i v i l  mu 1 -

p r a  c  1 1 c e s u i t

I I e I 1 l  i o n  f o r  f o r  ma 1 

H e a r  I "p,  s e n t  t o  H e a p .
9 / 2 0 / 7 9 .  A n s w e r  r e e e l  v e i l ,
I n v  u s  l  I i j a  t i o n  e o n  . I u u  I up, 
o n  a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e s  
R e s p o n d e n t  i n d l i t u d  o n  u n -  
r e  l u t e d  c r i m i n a l  e I n l i n e  s .
( S e e  8 0 - 1  i i )  T r i a l  S «* t f o r  
S e p t .  * 9 l i ( ) .

P e r i l  I o n  f o r  f o r m a l  l l n i  I' I i i | (  
n o r v ■* d on  l i e n  p o n d  e n t  A t t o r n e y

I



P A G E  2

F I I . E  D A T E  C O M P L A I N A N T ' S  MO ST  S E R I O U S  C H A R G E
H O .  F I L E D  R E L A T I O N S H I P
__________________________________________________T O R E S P O N D E N T _____________________________________________________________

7 9 - 4  3 / 2 2 / 7 9  AHA C r i m i n a l  C o n v i c t i o n  9

7 9 - 6  5 / 3 / 7  9 r > \  C r  1 m I n  a C o n v i c t i o n  9

7 9 - 7  5 / 6 / 7  9 A 11A I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / J u s t i c e
7 - T - l

7 9 -  8  5 / 1 8 / 7  9 AHA R e l a t i o n s h i p  u / c l i e n t
4 -  U -  2 , 3 

12  C o m p l a i n t s

7 9 - 9 7 / 1 7 / 7 9  A/IA C o n  I I  I c  t o i  I n t e r e s t

S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N D A T E
C L O S E D

P e t . f o r  F o r m a  1 l l r g  .
4 / 2 4 / 7 9 - - f e t  f o r  f o r m a l  
•>r g  . 6 / 1 2 / 7 9 - - R c s c h e d u l e d  
7 / 1 2 / 7 9 - - T o  HOG 9 / 8 / 7 9 - -  
T o  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  9 / 1 7 / 7 9  
B r i e f s  subrn 1 11  e<l - - O r u  1 
A r g u m e n t  3 / 2 4 / 8 0 - - P e n d i n g  
D e c i s i o n  b y  C o u r t .

S u p r e m e  C o u r t  o r d e r  S u s p e n d i n g  
R e a p .  I s s u e d  6 / 1  8/7 9 - - I ( e s p  . 
p r e v i o u s l y  s u s p e n d e d  f o r  n o n -  
pa y m e u t  o f  d u e s - - P r e s e n t  a d d r e s s  
u n k n o w n .

HOG a s s i g n e d  m a t t e r  t o  s p e c i a l  

p r o s c c u t o r - - I l e a r  1 n g  b e f o r e  m a s t e r  
l i e 1 d -  -  F 1 nd 1 n g a  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
o f  M a s t e r  i s s u e d .  HOG c o n s i d e r e d  
s a m e  6 / 1 0 / 8 0 .  M a t t e r  r c f f e r c d  b a c k  
t o  M u s t e r  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  f i n d i n g s .

A U R - 2 9  P e t i t i o n  f i l e d  a n d  
g r a n  t  e d  —— 9 / 2  8 / 7  9 — — a .> o r  u c y  

a p p o i n t e d - - 9 / 2 8 - 7 9 - - M o . l o n
t o  s u s p e n d  l o r  f a i l u r e  t o  
p a y  d u e s  f i l e d  9 / 2 8 / 7 9 .
D i s a b i l i t y  P r o c e e d i n g s  p e n d i n g .
I t e e t  1 p L o f  A f f i d a v i t s  f r o m  
P s y c h  I  a  t r 1 s t

I n l o  r m u 1 Ad mo n I t  I o n Closed 6/6/80



P A G E  3

I

F I I . E

NO.

•9-17 

7  ‘j  * j  a

7 « - 2  6  

7 9 - 3 . 4  

7  ' J  -  3  6  

7 9 - 3 9  
7  1 - 4 0  
7 9 - A t  
HO- 1 

H O - 3

D A T E
F I L E D

C O M P L A I N A N T ' S  
R E L A T I O N S H I P  
T O R E S P O N D E N T

MOST  S E R I O U S  C H A R G E S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N

3 / 5 / 7 9  T h i r d  P a r t y

9 / 4 / 7 9  O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

9 / 2 4 / 7 9  C l i e n t

1 0 / 1 1 / 7 9  O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

1 0 / 3 0 / 7 9  T h i r d  P a r t y

1 1 / 2 ,  79

1 1 / fa/7s

I 1 / H 1 1  j

2 / 20/00

A It A

Cl lent

Cl lent

1 1 / 1 5 / 7 9  C l  l e n t

AHA

I n t e r f e r e n c e  u / J u s t l c e  D i s m i s s e d

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  
2 - A ~ 5 b

R e l a t i o n s h i p  u / c l l c n t  
4 - 1 1 - 2 , 3

I n t e r f e r e n c e  u / j u s t l c e  
7H

111 s  r  e p r  e s e n  t  a 1 1 o n  /  f  r  a ud  
511

Improper advertising 
B A 2

It e 1 u 1 1 o II s h I p w /  c 1 1 l n t 
4 U 2

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l l e n t  
4 II I

Relationship u/c1 lent 
4 II 2

l i ed  1 c a  I I nc a pa  c 1 l y

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  d e l a y e d  
p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  
C i v i l  a c t i o n

S e e  7 9 - 8 -  C o n s o l i d a t e d

1) 1 sin 1 u s e d

U n d e r  1 n v e s l I g a t 1 on

U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

I I 1 am I s  s o d

I) I sin 1 u s e d

I I 1 sin I s u e d

Closed

C l o s e d

f. 1 o s  C d

C I o u e d

C 1 o t ied

A t t o r n e y  p l a c e d  o n  I n a c t i v e  
s i  u l u s  h y  c o u r t  o r d e r - - t l a L e d  
2 /  2 1 / B 0 - - A  I t  y  a p p o i n t e d  p u i ' u t i u n l  
t o  A II It 1 I  -  2 9 -  -  P r  a c  t  I c  e I n  p r o c e s s  
o f  t e m i  I n a I I o n

D A T E
C L O S E D

4/17/80

6/J/H0

6 / 3 0 / 8 0  

h / 2 9 / H O  

5 / 7 / H O



( I l l / I  /'I p a n t .  C l p a n  n  |  i n  r :  | « |

Oft/Of /■» I 'o i io  r . )  pnun | mu 11|

• i l i i n j l  n i l i a n l  i l l  a | i | i r l i | |
n  «  a  j  I I  m i l  i i  |  i t  n  |  1 a y  

I |  ft |  3 - 3  a i l m i  i  v  l a  1 .1 I B  11| 
4 i |  i i o  |  l  a l l  |  i l i a  a i i  |  .1 r> p* i1 1n  a l l  i i  f i  •• c|  \
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(IB I'll'} pun n | ;i p a n  i i  |  i n i ;  |  u

O H  H l h p  a  H o  ( ; ) pa*i II j 111 ii 11|

0 B / 0 E / 9  p  a  r  o  |  3  p a n  R  t  u u i )  ( I
0 B / 6 Z / 9  p » » 0 | 3  p a i m  j  u i < ;  |  ( |
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( p ) r v - 1I I  I I  |  I I I  |  O  |  f t  I  B  I I  . 1 , | .
i n n  |  |  j / n  cl  | i | m i  111 1 i t  |  . i p

.•I - V
111 n  |  |  a  /  n  i l  11|  1111 n  |  1111 a  >|

» i i  a  1 (  a  /  A  n  ( 1.1 0  1 i \ i

I "a | I;)

0 H / / . / 9  

o h  /  1 r . i < /

( H  /  S  I  /  V

5  I - O H

'/I  OH

t. I -Oil

0 9 II I n  I I  n  |  1 i i  j  111 f t  3 1111 . i j ,

p  11 n  . i  ) /  I I  o  |  1 n  )  I I  a  i i  a  , i  i l  a  .1 u  |  u
( a )  ( a ) - H - /  a  a  J  i b i i (  /  n  a  a  u  a  1 a  )  j  a  3 111

7.-Q-1a  a  |  1 b  11 ('  /  n  a  a  11 a  .1 a  |  j  a  3 t i )  
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A a 11.1 o ) 3 V 0 R / 1 Z / V

V H V
< U « , 1  P J I ' I X

a  3 n  J  1 b  |  f l i i | |  
/ j j n , |  p. l  |  l |X

0 3 / t  / r .  

O R / V I  /(!

oH/Hr/r 

O H / 9 I I I

7. I -Oil

2 i i n , i  p i  1 o x  o n / z i / ' ;  i i - o h

O I -Oil

6-OB

H - O H  
9 - O H

a j p s n f / n  a  a n a  j  a  j  a  a  311 j
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b  311 a  j  1 3

OB/ U/J

OR/OC/1

9 -OH
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I ' AGE 5

F I L E  d a t e  c o m p l a i n a n t ' s  m o s t  s e r i o u s  c h a r g e  s t a t u s  d i s p o s i t i o n  d a t e

N O .  P I L E D  R E L A T I O N S H I P  C L O S E D
TO R E S P O N D E N T

8 0 «• J 6 s / u / a o A l)A T r u s t  V 1 o 1 ii t  I o n 
1-11 A C

A be  y ;i l i e  ii , C r i m i n a l  
p r o c e e d i n g s  I n  p r o g r e s s .  
S e e  7 9 - 1 .

8 0-17 5/15/80 Attorney S o 1 1 c 1 t  a  t I o n  
C - l

U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

8 0 - 1 8

8 0 -  1 'J

5 / I 5 / 8 0

0 / 5 / 8 0

A 8 A

Wlti

T r u s t  V i o l a t i o n  
1A 2 ,

M l s  r  e p r  e s e n I  a t I o n / f r u u d  
5-11

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  d e l a y e d .  
C i v i l  u c t l o n  i n  p r o g r e s s .

I) 1 sm 1 s s e d Closed 0 / 3 0 / 8 0



D I S C I P L IN E  REPORT 
J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0  -  M a rc h  3 1 ,  1 9 8 0

•

I .  CASELOAD
1 .  C a s e s  p e n d i n g  & c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  on J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0  38
2 .  C a s e s  f i l e d  o r  r e a c t i v a t e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0  10

TOTAL CASELOAD FOR P E R I O D ..................................................................  4 8
3 .  C a s e s  c l o s e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0

( a )  D i s m i s s e d  b y  B a r  C o u n s e l  ..................................................... 19
(b )  I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n s ...................................................................
( c )  D i s b a r r e d  ................................................................................................ 020

28
TOTAL ............................................................................................................

4 .  T o t a l  P e n d i n g  C a s e s  on M a rc h  3 1 ,  1 9 8 0  ...................................

1 1 . STATUS C. PKNDI NC. ACTIVE CASES :
1 .  I n v e s t i g a t i v e  S t a g e :

( a )  To  C o m m i t t e e  Member f o r  A d v i s o r y  O p i n i o n  . .  0
( b )  B a r  C o u n s e l  ........................................................................................ 25
( c )  S p e c i a l  P r o e e d u t o r  ...................................................................  1
(d )  M a t t e r s  h e l d  i n  a b e y a n c e  ..................................................
( e )  C o n c i l i a t i o n  P a n e l  ...................................................................  0

TOTAL .........................................................................................................  0

2 .  B e f o r e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  ...........................................................  0
3 .  B e f o r e  S u p r em e  C o u r t  .............................................................................  2

TOTAL PENDING ACTIVE CASES ON MARCH 3 1 ,  1 9 8 0  28

I I I .  REQUESTS FOR ASSISTANCE OR COMPLAINTS FOUND NOT TO BE 
VIOLATIONS OF THE CODE OF PROFESSIONAL RE SPONS IB I L I TY

Number  d i s p o s e d  o f  d u r i n g  t h i s  g u a r t o r 76



M l

FEE ARBITRATION REFORT 
J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 S 0  -  Ma rc h  3 1 ,  1 9 3 0

CASELOAD
1 .  C a s e s  p e n d i n g  & c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 3 0  15
2 .  C a s e s  f i l e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 .... ............................................ 12
3 .  C a s e s  R e a c t i v a t e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 S 0  ............................. 1

TOTAL CASELOAD FOR PER IOD .................................................. 28
4 .  C a s e s  C l o s e d  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 0 ............................................  8

TOTAL PENDING CASES ON M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 9 8 0  ........................................................... 20



 "  " * ,u

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 
SURVEY OF GRIEVANCES

I n  an  e f f o r t  t o  b e t t e r  i n f o r m  t h e  c o u r t ,  b a r  and p u b l i c  o f  
t h e  s o u r c e  and n a t u r e  o f  g r i e v a n c e s ,  a nd  t h e  a r e a s  o f  p r a c t i c e  
f r o m  w h i c h  g r i e v a n c e s  a r i s e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a s a m p l e  b a s e d  on  
t h e  f i l e s  c l o s e d  i n  t h e  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f f i c e  f r o m  J a n u a r y  1 
t o  M a r c h  3 1 ,  1 9 8 0 .

I n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  g r i e v a n c e ,  o n l y  t h e  m o s t  
s e r i o u s  a l l e g a t i o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d .  I n  f a c t ,  m o r e  g r i e v a n c e s  a l l e g e  
v a r i o u s  a c t s  o f  m i s c o n d u c t .  I t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a l  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  
r e f l e c t  a l l  a l l e g a t i o n s .

NATURE OF GRIEVANCE £e %

1 . T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n s  ( e m b e z z l e m e n t /  
c o n v c r s i o n / w i  t h h o l d i n g  c l i e n t ' s  

p r o p e r t y )
0 0

2 . C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t 1 5

3 . N e g l e c t  ( F a i l u r e  t o  p e r f o r m ,  d e l a y  
a b a n d o n m e n t ) 2 1 0

4 . R e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  c l i e n t 4 2 0

5 . M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n / F r a u d 1 5

6 . E x c e s s i v e  F e e s 0 0

7 . I n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  j u s t i c e 9 15

8 . Im p r o p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  S s o l i c i t a t i o n 2 1 0

9 . C r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n 0 0

1 C . P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r 0 0

1 1 . F a i l u r e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n n 0

1 2 . M e d i c a l  i n c a p a c i t y 0 5

1 3 . I n c o m p e t e n c e 1 0

1 4 . O t h e r 0 0

T O T A L 2 0 1 0 0 'i

An a d d i t i o n a l  76  m a t t e r s  w e r e  h a n d l e d  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  i n v o l v e  
v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C ode  o f  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R* ' . p o n s i b i  1 i *.y, h u t  d i d  
i n v o l v e  an  i n t e r v i e w ,  . e g u i i o  a r e s p o n s e  oi l  t h e  r e n d e r i n g  o f  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  m a t t e r .



D ISC IP L IN A RY  REPORT 
F I R S T  QUARTER

J a n u a r y  1, 1 9 8 0  - M a r c h  31, 1 9 8 0

NO.
DATE C( .AINANT S
F I L E D  R E .  T IONSH IP

TO RESPONDENT
MOST SER IOUS CHARGE STATUS D ISPOS IT ION D A T E

C L O S E D

7 3 / 7 4 - 3 3  1 / 1 8 / 7 4

7 7 - 1 8  3 / 2 2 / 7 7

7 7 - 2 5  6 / 2 P / 7 7

7U-4 3 / 0 / 7 8

7 8 - 1 3  6 / 2 / 7 8

7 0 - 1 5  6 / 1 9 / 7 0

7 8 - 2 0  7 / 1 1 / 7 8

7 0 - 2 2  8 / 3 / 7 8

7 8 - 2 5  1 0 / 4 / 7  B

C l i e n t

T h i r d  P a r t y

C l i e n t

F e e  A r b .  P a n e l

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  
2A - 3 a

N e g l e c t — 3 A & E

M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  F r a u d  
5 - B
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  
Jur  t i c q  7 - T - l
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u a t i c e  

7 - B - l - f
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c o  
7 - U - l - h
M i u r o p . / F r a u d  
5 - B

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t  
4 - A - 2

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7 - D - l

I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n  C l o s e d 3 / 1 9 / 8 0

P e t i t i o n  f o r  f o r m a l  ! ! r g .  
h e l d  p e n d i n g  m a l p r a c t i c e  
a c t i o n

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
i n i t i a l l y  d e l a y e d  
b e c a u s e  o f  a b s e n c e  o f  
w i t n e s s

D i s m i s s e d  C l o s e d
W i t n e s s e s  U n a v a i l a b l e
D i s m i s s u d  C l o s e d

C r i m i n a l  P r o s e c u t i o n  D i s m i s s e d  
U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n
D i s m i s s e d C l o s e d

To  R e v i ew  C om m i t t e e  Member 
9 / 2 7 / 7 8 — To H e a r i n g  C om m i t t e e  
0 / 1 2 / 7 9 — To HOC. 1 9 / 1 0 / 7 9  
T o  Sup r eme  C o u r t  10/31/79 
B r i e f  S u b m i t t e d  -  O r a l  A rgumen t  
R e q u e s t e d
D i a m i s s e d

D i am J a s o d

C l o s e d

C l o s e d

2 / 2 8 / 8 0

3 / 1 0 / 8 9

3 / 1 8 / 8 0

3 / 2 8 / 8 0

3 / 1 3 / 8 0



P a  tie 2

—  DATE COMPLAINANT1S MOST SEUIOUL CHARGE STATUS i :  Sf'r 'S
N’O .  F I L E D  RELATIONSHIP  CLOSED

TO RESPONDENT

7 8 - 2 9  1 1 / 2 0 / 7 8

7 9 - 1 2 / 9 / 7 9

C l i e n t

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

I n c o m p e t e n c e  13

i n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7 - D - l — P e r s o n a l  
B e h a v i o r  1 0 - B  
F a i l u r e  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  
w i t h  D i s c i p l i n a r y  
A u t h o r i t i e s  1 1 - C - ?

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  p e n d i n g  
r e s o l u t i o n  o f  c i v i l  
m a l p r a c t i c e  s u i t
P e t i t i o n  f o r  f o r m a l  
H e a r i n g  s e n t  t o  R e s p .  
9 / 2 0 / 7 9 .  Answe r  r e c e i v e d  
I n v e s t i g a t i o n  c o n t i n u i n g  
on  a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e s

7 9 - 2

7 9 - / .

3 / 8 / 7 9

3 / 2 2 / 7 9

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

A l a s t a  B a r  A s s n .

7 9 - 6  5 / 3 / 7 9 A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

T r u s t  V i o l a t i o n  1 -A 
1 , 2 c
C r i m i n a l  C o n v i c t i o n  9

C r i m i n a l  C o n v i c t i o n  9

A c c o u n t i n g  i n  P r o c e s s

P e t .  f o r  F o r m a l  H r g .
• 1 / 2 -1 /79— S e t  f o r  f o r m a l  
H r g . 6 / 1 2 / 7 9 - R e s c h c d u l o d  
7 / 1 2 / 7 9 “ -  To BOO 9 / 8 / 7 9 —
To Sup reme  C o u r t  9 / 1 7 / 7 9  
B r i e f s  s u h m i t t e d —  O r a l  
A rgumen t  3 / 2 / . / 0 0
Sup remo  C o u r t  o r d e r  S u s p e n d i n g  
R e s p .  i s s u e d  6 / 1 8 / 7 9 - - U e n p .  
p r e v i o u s l y  s u s p e n d e d  f o r  n o n ­
p a ymen t  o f  d u e s — P r e s e n t  a d d r e s s  
unknown



P A G E  3

P I L E  DATE
NO. F I L E D

COMPLAINANT' S 
RELATIONS!! I P
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SERIOUS CHARGE STATU£ D ISPOS IT ION DATE
CLOSED

7 9 - 7  5 / 6 / 7 9

7 9 - 0  5 / 1 8 / 7 9

7 9 - 9

7 9 - 1 3
7 9 - 1 6
7 9 - 1 7

7 / 1 7 / 7 9

5 / 1 9 / 7 9
6 / 1 3 / 7 9
9 / 5 / 7 9

A l a s k a  War A s s n .

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .  
C l i e n t

P c o  A r b .  P a n e l

C l i e n t  
J u d g e  

'• 'hircl P a r t y

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7 - T - l

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t
4 - » - 2 , 3
12  C o m n l a i n t s

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  
2 - A - l
N e g l e c t  3A ,E  
I n c o m p e t e n c e  13  
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e

BOG a s s i g n e d  m a t t e r  t o  
s p e c i a l  p r o s e c u t o r —
B e a r i n g  b e f o r e  m a s t e r  he ld.
ADR - 2 9  P e t i t i o n  f i l e d  and 
g r a n t e d — 9 / 2 8 / 7 9 - - A t t o r n e y  
a p p o i n t e d - - 9 / 2  8 / 7  9 - - .Mot i o n  
t o  s u s p e n d  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  
p a y  d u e s  f i l e d  9 / 2 9 / 7 9  
R e s p o n d e n t ' s  a d d r e s s  unknown
U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

D i s m i s s e d  C l o s e d
D i s m i s s e d  C l o s e d
U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

1/00

3 / 1 9 / 0 0

7 9 - 1 0

7 9 - 2 0

9 / 4 / 7 9

9 / 6 / 7 9

7 9 - 2 3  9 / 1 2 / 7 9
7 9 - 2 5  9 / 2 4 / 7 9

7 9 - 2 6 9 / 2 4 / 7 9

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

C l i e r t  
A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

C l i e n t

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  
2 - A - 5 b

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
T— 2
N e g l e c t - - 3  A, IJ
I m p r o p e r  A d v e r t i s i n g  
f l - 2
R e l a t i o n s h i p  w/  c l i e n t  
4 - 1 1 - 2 , 3

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  d e l a y e d  
p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  
c i v i l  a c t i o n
D i s m i s s e d

D i s m i s s e d  
Di  s m i s s e d

Bee  7 9 - 8  C o n s o l i d a t e d

C i o s e d

C l o s e d
C l o s e d

1 / 1 7 / 7 9

3 / 1 8 / 3 0
3 / 1 7 / 8 0



P a g e  4

F I L E
NO.

DATE
F I L E D

COMPLAINANT' S 
RELATIONSHIP  
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SER IOUS CHARGE STATUS D I SPOS IT ION D A T E
C L O S E D

7 9 - 3 1  6 / 1 / 7 9

7 9 - 3 2  1 0 / 1 1 / 7 9

7 9 - 3 3  9 / 2 7 / 7 9

7 9 - 3 4  1 0 / 1 1 / 7 9

7 9 - 3 6  1 1 / 3 0 / 7 9

7 9 - 3 8  1 0 / 3 0 / 7 9

7 9 - 4 0  1 1 / 6 / 7 9

7 9 - 4 1  1 1 / 8 / 7 9

7 9 - 4 2  9 / 2 6 / 7 9
7 9 - 4 3  1 1 / 2 8 / 7 9

J u d g e

C l i e n t

T h i r d  P a r t y

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

T h i r d  P a r t y

C l i e n t

7 9 - 3 9  1 1 / 2 / 7 8  A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

C l i e n t

C l i e n t

T h i r d  P a r t y  
A t t o r n e y

7 9 - 4 4  1 1 / 2 9 / 7 9  O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7 - D - l

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / C l i e n t  
4 B 2

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7 G 2

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7N

M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n / F r a u d
5B

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t  
4E

Im p r o p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  
8 A 2

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t  
4 » 2

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l l e n t  
4 U 1

S o l i c i t a t i o n  8 C 1
R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t  

4 n 3
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  

7 J  1

D i s m i s s e d

D i s m i s s e d

D i s m i s s e d

U nd e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

D i s m i s s e d

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

D i s m i s s e d
D i s m i s s e d

D i s m i s s e d

C l o s e d

C l o s e d

C l o s e d

C l o s e d

C l o s e d
C l o s e d

C l o s e d

2 / 2 8 / 8 0

3 / 1 7 / 9 9

2 / 2 2 / 8 0

3 / 1 7 / 8 0

3 / 1 7 / 8 0
1 / 1 4 / 8 0

3 / 1 7 / 0 0



f i l e
NO.

DATE
F I L ED

COMPLAINANT’ S 
RELATIONSHIP  
TO ^^nnO'''^r,Nrn

M O S T  S E R I O U S  C H A R G E S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N LWi ii
CLOSED

7 9 - 4 5  1 2 / 1 0 / 7 9

8 0 - 1  1 1 / 1 5 / 7 9

8 0 - 2  9 / 2 7 / 7 9

0 0 - 3

8 0 - 4

8 0 - 5
00-6

8 0 - 7

8 0 - 8

8 0 - 9

2 / 2 0 / 8 0

1 0 / 3 0 / 8 0

2 / 1 1 / 8 0  
2 - ' 2 6 / 8 0  
2 / 2 8 / 8 0

2 / 2 U / 8 0

3 / 1 4 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 0  3 / 3 / 8 0

T h i r d  P a r t y  

C l i e n t  

T h i r d  P a r t y

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

C l i e n t s

T h i r d  P a r t y  
T h i r d  P a r t y  

J u d g e

M a g i s t r a t e

T h i r d  P a r t y

A l a s k a  B a r  A s s n .

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
7 - 0

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t  
4 - B - 2

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
. - G - 2

M e d i c a l  I n c a p a c i t y

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t  
4 , B j  N e g l e c t  3 , A
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e
S o l i c i t a t i o n  0 - C - l
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  

7 - B - g
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  

7 - B - g
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  

7 - I ) - 2
I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c o  

7 - H - ( c ) ( u )

D i s m i s s e d

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

D i s m i s s e d

C l o s e d

C l o s e d

A t t o r n e y  p l a c e d  on  i n a c t i v e  
s t a t u s  by  c o u r t  o r d e r - d a t e d  
2 / 2 8 / 3 0 — A t t y  a p p o i n t e d  p u r s u a n t  
t o  AUR 1 1 - 2 9
U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
D i s m i s s e d  C l o s e d

U nd e r  i n v e n t i o n t i o n

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

3 / 1 9 / 8 0

• 2 / 2 2 / 8 C

3 / 2 5 / 0 0



b o a o o  o r  g o v e r n o r s

O F * » C C « S

W I L L I A M  Q 0 0 2  E L L  
h » C  S i O C N T

A L A S K A  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N  hoabo hc*-8c*s
P  O BO X  2 7 9  W I L L I A M  P  B R Y S O N

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99510 S t a n l e y  T F i s c h e r
J u n e  AU  A R E A  C O O E  907/272-7409 K A R E N  L H U N T

K A O  E N  L  H U N T  E L I Z A B E T H  P  K E N N E D Y
* O t  S i OC  NT -  E L E C T  O a n OALL P  B u »N5  E i CCUT i v C 0 « B l C T O *
amC h CRaCC _ _ EOWARC C KINGMa*viM S FuanaCu D i* Adm*niST « a iO« * nO B*» C0e»*4lL

STANLEY  T. F I S CH ER  JONATHAN H LINK
V i c e  POESIOCNT ... WILLIAM 8  R O Z E L L
■ O O l A K

H U G H  G W A D i .
S C C O E T A R Y
anchorage : ^

O c t o b e r  14, 1980
» C C « £ T A R Y  . j  ♦ «

R iCHARO O SAVELL 
HUGH G WAOE

E L I Z A B E T H  P  K E N N E D Y  *  ^
T R E A S U R E R  . . .
*^cmo»*gc Hon. J a y  A. R a b i n o w i t z  

C h i e f  J u s t i c e  
A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
604 B a r n e t t e  S t r e e t  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

D e a r  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  R a b i n o w i t z :

RE: Q U A R T E R L Y  R E P O R T  O F  D I S C I P L I N E  A D M I N I S T R A T O R

E n c l o s e d ,  p l e a s t  find my r e port for the q u a r t e r  e n d i n g  
S e p t e m b e r  30, 1980.

At the r e q u e s t  o f  the Boar d o f  G o v e r n o r s ,  this r e p o r t  
r e f l e c t s  some c h a n g e s  w h i c h  I h a v e  i n s t i t u t e d  c o n c e r n i n g  
the r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  of this office.

T h e  c h a n g e s  a r e  in an i n t e r i m  s t a g e  and may or may not
r e f l e c t  the final d e c i s i o n  on the m a n n e r  of k e e p i n g  the
r e c o r d s  of this office. Your i n d u l g e n c e  w o u l d  be 
a p p r e c i a  t e d .

V e r y  truly yours,

A L A S K A  BAR A S S O C I A T I O N

M a r v i n  S. F r a nk el 
S t a t e  Bar C o u n s e l

M S F / C C
E n c l o s u r e s
cc: J u s t i c e  R o g e r  G. C o n n o r

J u s t i c e  W a r r e n  W. M a t t h e w s  
J u s t i c e  E d m o n d  W. Burke 
R a n d a l l  P. B u r n s  (for d i s t r i b u t i o n  to 

the B o a r d  of Governor s)



ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 

SURVEY OF GRIEVANCES

In an effort to better inform the court, and the Bar of 

the source and nature of grievances, and the areas of practice 

from which grievances arise, the following is furnished based 

on the files of the Bar Association office.

In describing the nature of the grievance, only the most 

serious allegation is reflected. In fact, most grievances 

allege various acts of misconduct. It is not practical to 

attempt to reflect all allegations.

N A T U R E  O F  G R I E V A N C E

1. T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n s  ( e m b e z z l e m e n t /  
c o n v e r s i o n / w i t h h o l d i n g  c l i e n t ' s  
property)

2. C o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t

3. N e g l e c t  (Failure to p e r f o r m ,  delay, 
ab a nd onment)

4. R e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th c l i e n t

5. M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n / f r a u d

6. E x c e s s i v e  Fees

7. I n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  j u s t i c e

8. I m p r o p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  & s o l i c i t a t i o n

9. C r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n

10. P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r

11. W i l f u l  f a i l u r e  to c o o p e r a t e  with 
D i s c i p l i n e  A u t h o r i t i e s

12. M e d i c a l  i n c a p a c i t y

13. I n c o m p e t e n c e

TOTAL

#

5

4

4812
7

7

14

5 

4

6

0

2

1

115

4.4

3.5

41.6 

10.4 

6.1 

6.1 1 2 . 2  
4 . 4

3.5 

5.2

0

1.7

1 0 0%
.9



F E E  A R B I T R A T I O N  R E P O R T

J U L Y  1, 1980 - S E P T E M B E R  30, 1980
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D ISC IPL INARY  HEPORT 
JULY  1 ,  1 9 8 0  -  SEPTEMBER 3 0 ,  1 9 8 0

F ILE
n o .

DATE
F ILED

7 7 - 1 8  3 / 2 2 / 7 7

7 8 - 1 3  6 / 2 / 7 8

7 8 - 2 0  7 / 1 1 / 7 8
7 8 - 2 9  1 1 / 2 0 / 7 8

7 9 - 1

7 9 - 2

7 9 - 4

7 9 - 6

79-7

7 9 - 8

2 / 9 / 7 9

3 / 6 / 7 9

3 / 2 2 / 7 9

5 / 3 / 7 9

5 / 6 / 7 9

5 / 1 8 / 7 9

COMPLAINANT' S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SERIOUS CHARGE STATUS DISPOS IT IO N DATE
CLOSED

T h i r d  P a r t y

ABA

ABA
C l i e n t

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

ABA

ABA

ABA

ABA

ABA

N e g l e c t

I n t e r f e r e n c e
w / j u s t i c e
M i s r e p . / f r a u d
I n c o m p e t e n c e

I n t e r f e r e n c e  
w / j u s t i c e  
P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r  
l - ' a i l u r e  t o  c o - o p  
w i t h  D i s c i p l i n a r y  
A u t h o r i t i  e s
T r u s t  V i o l a t i o n

C r i m i n a l  c o n v i c ­
t i o n

C o m p l a i n t  f i l e d  7 / 2 5 / 8 0  -  
T ime t o  a n s w e r  e x t e n d e d  1 0 / 5 / 8 0
C o m p l a i n t  t i l e d  8 / 5 / 8 0  -
T ime  t o  a n s w e r  e x t e n d e d  1 0 / 1 0 / 8 0
O r a l  A rgumen t  b e f o r e  Sup reme  C o u r t  6 / 2 4 / 8 0
Abe y a n c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  
c i v i l  m a l p r a c t i c e  s u i t
C o m p l a i n t  s e n t  t o  R e s p .  9 / 2 0 / 7 9 .
Answe r  r e c e i v e d .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
e o n t ' g  on  a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e s .
R e s p .  i n d i c t e d  on  u n r e l a t e d  
c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s .
( S e e  8 0 - 1 6 )  ' ' ' r i a l  S e t  f o r  1 1 / 3 / 8 0
C o m p l a i n t  f i l e d  7 / 1 4 / 8 0  -  
l l r g .  s e t  1 0 / 6 / 8 0  -  G u e t s c h o w ,
Ch rm .  C o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h  8 0 - 5 .
S up r eme  C o u r t  D e c i s i o n  8 / 2 9 / 8 0  -

C r i m i n a l .  C o n v i c t i o n

I n t e r f e r e n c e
w / j u s t i c e
R e l a t i o n s h i p  
w / c l i e n t

.Supreme C o u r t  o r d e r  S u s p e n d  
I'Irn'.p. i s s u e d  6 / 1 8 / 7 9
R e f e r r e d  back  t o  BOG f r om  
M a s t o r
ABR - 2 9  P e t .  f i l e d  a nd  g r a n t e d  
9 / 2 8 / 7 9  -  A t t o r n e y  a p p o i n t e d  
9 / 2 8 / 7 9  -  M o t i o n  t o  s u s p e n d  f o r  
f a i l u r e  t o  p a y  d u e s  f i l e d  9 / 2 8 / 7 9 .  
D i s a b i l i t y  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  p e n d i n g .

S u s p e n s i o n  4 / 5 / 7 9  
To  4 / 5 / 8 1
S u s p e n s i o n

8 / 2 9 / 8 0
8 / 3 0 / 8 0



I

KILE
HO.

80 -

BO - 4

DATE
EILED

7 9 - 9  7 / 1 7 / 7 9
7 9 - 1 7  9 / 5 / 7 9
7 9 - l b  9 / 4 / 7 9

7 9 - 2 6  9 / 2 4 / 7 9

7 9 - 3 6  1 0 / 3 0 / 7 9
7 9 - 3 9  1 1 / 2 / 7 9
7 9 * 4 0  1 1 / 6 / 7 9

7 9 - 4 1  1 1 / 0 / 7 9

1 1 / 1 5 / 7 9

110-3 2 / 2 0 / 0 0

1 / 3 0 / 0 0

COMPLAINANT'S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SERIOUS CHARGE STATUS

AUA
T h i r d  P a r t y  
O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

C l i e n t

7 9 - 3 4  1 0 / 1 1 / 7 9  O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

T h i r d  P a r t y
AHA
C l i e n t

Cl iunt

C l i  e n t

ADA

C l  i o n t s

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t .  
I n t e r  w / j u s t i c e  
C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t .

R e l a t i o n s h i p
w / c l i e n t
I n t e r f e r e n c e
w / j u s t i c e
M i s r e p / f r a u d
Im p r o p e r  A d v e r .
H e l a t i o n s h i p  
w / c l i e n t
R e l a t i o n s h i p  
w / c l i e n t
R o l a t . i o n s h  i p  
w / c l l e n t
M e d i c a l  I n c a p a c i t y

Re 1 . i t  i o n s h  i p 
w / c l i e n t  Im N e g l e c t

D I S POS IT IO N

I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n  CLOSED
No m e r i t  D I SMISSED
A b e y a n c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  
o f  C i v i l  a c t i o n .
S e e  7 9 - U  —  C o n s o l i d a t e d

No M e r i t  D ISMISSED

I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n  CLOSED
I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n  CLOSED
No M e r i t  D ISMISSED

No M e r i t  D I SM ISSED

No M e r i t  D I SM ISSED

A t t o r n e y  p l a c e d  on i n a c t i v e  s t a t u s  
by  C o u r t  O r d e r  d a t e d  2 / 2 0 / 11 0  -  A t t y  
a p p o i n t e d  p u r s u a n t  l o  ADR 1 1 - 2 9  -  
P r a c t i c e  in  p r o c e s s  o f  t e r m i n a t i o n .
No M e r i t  D I SM ISSED

Pago 2

DATE
CLOSED

6 / 6 / 8 0
4 / 1 7 / 8 0

6 / 3 / 8 0

7 / 1 6 / 8 0  
9 / 1 7 / 8 0  
6 / J 0 / 8 0

6 / 2 9 /U O

5 / 7 / 8 0

/ / I  6 / 8 0

a



P a g e  3

PILE
HO.

I) A TI­
K I  LED

COMPLAINANT' S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST S E R I O U S  CHARGE S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N DATE
C L O S E D

8 0 - 5  2 / 1 1 / 8 0

8 0 - 6  2 / 2 6 / 8 0
UO-U 2 / 2 8 / 8 0

8 0 - 9  3 / 1 4 / B O

8 0 - 1 0  3 / 3 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 1  4 / 1 2 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 2  4 / 2 1 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 3  4 / 2 5 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 4  4 / 2 1 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 5  5 / 7 / 8 0
8 0 - 1 6  5 / 1 4 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 7  5 / 1 5 / 8 0
8 0 - 1 8  5 / 1 5 / 8 0

T h i r d  P a r t y

T h i r d  P a r t y  
M a g i s t r a t e

T h i r d  P a r t y

AI1A

T h i r d  P a r t y  

A t t o r n e y  

C.’ l  i o u t  

C l i o n t

A t t o r n e y / e l l e n t  
AHA

A t t o r n e y
AHA

I n t e r f e r e n c e
w / j u s t i c e
S o l i c i t a t i o n
I n t e r f e r e n c e
w / j u s t i c e
I n t e r f e r e n c e
w / j u s t i c e
I n t e r f e r e n c e  
w / j u s t i c e
M i s r e p / f r a u d

T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n

R e l a t i o n s h i p  
w / c 1 i e n t
Re 1 a t  i o n s h  i p 
w / c l i e n t
T r u s t  v l o l . i t  i o n
T r u s t  V i o l a t i o n

S o l i c i t a t  i o n  
T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n

H r g . s e t  1 0 / 6 / 8 0  
C o n s o l i d a t e d  w i t h  ( 7 9 - 2 )
Ho M e r i t
No M e r i t

Mo M e r i t

Mo He r  i L

Abe ya nc e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  
o f  C i v i l . A c t i o n
Abeyan c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  
o f  C i v i l  A c t i o n
Und e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

I l o Me r i  t

No M e r i t
A b e y a n c e ;  P e n d i n g  u n r e l a t e d  
c r i m i n a l  t r i a l
No M e r i t
A be y a nc e  p e e l i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  
o f  C i v i l  Act  i o n

DISM. ’ SSED
DISM ISSED

DISM ISSED

DISMISSED

DISM ISSED

DISM ISSED

DISMISSED

6 / 2 9 / 8 0
6 / 3 0 / 8 0

4 / 2 2 / 8 0

6 / 4 / 8 0

6 / 1 0 / 8 0

6 / 3 / 8 0

7 / 1 5 / 8 0



P a g e  4

FILE
NO.

DATE
F ILED

COMPLAINANT'S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

H O ST  S E R I O U S  CHARf iE S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N DATE
C L O S E D

8 0 - 1 9  
UO- 20 

BO-2 L

BO-22

BO -2 3  
BO-24 
8 0 - 2 5  
UO-26 
0 0 - 2 7  
B 0 - 2U  
B O - 29 
B O - 30 
S O - 3 I 
ii*)- 32 
HO- 33

BO -34
BO -3 5

6 / 5 / B O
7 / 1 6 / 0 0
7 / 1 7 / B 0

U / 7 / 8 0

5 / 3 /BO  
B / 2 0 / B 0  
3 / 1 2 / B O  
7 / 3 0 / BO 
7 / 2 4 / 0 0  
2 / 2 3 / B O  
7 / 3 0 / 0 0  
5 / 3 / 0 0  
7 / 3 1 / B O  
0 / 2 7 / 0 0  
' / I  J /BO

7 / 2 2 / 0 0
6 / 2 6 / 0 0

Wi f e
AHA
AHA

AHA

C l i e n t  
C l  i e n t  
C l  l e n t  
C l i e n t  
T h i r d  P a r t y  
C l i e n t  
C l  ient 

AHA
Cl iellI- 

C 1 l e n t  

Cl ie n t

C l i e n t  

CI iuni

M i s r e p / f r a u d  Mo M e r i t
C r i m i n a l  c o n v i c t i o n  I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n

Unde r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ( S e e  0 0 - 1 3 )R e l a t i o n s h i p
w / c l i e n t
S o l i c i t a t i o n U n d * r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r  No M e r i t
N e g l e c t  No M e r i t
N e g l e c t  ( 3 c h a r g e s )  No M e r i t
N e g l e c t
Meg l e c t
N eg le c t .
N e g l e c t
C r i m i n a l
N eg 1e c t
N e g l e c t
l i e  1 a 1.1 o n a l i  i p  
w / c l l e n t
N e g I e c t
N e g l e c t

U nd e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n
No M e r i t
No M e r i t
No Mer  i t
No Mer i l
No M e r i  t
Unde r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
No Me r  i t

No M e r i t  
No M e r i t

DISMISSED
CLOSED

DISMISSED

DISMISSED

DISMISSED
DISMISSED
DISMISSED
DISMISSED
DISMISSED

DISMISSED

DISMISSED
DISMISSED

6 / 3 0 / 8 0
7 / 2 2 / 8 9

7 / 1 4 / 8 0
4 / 3 /HO
7 / 9 / 0 0

7 / 3 0 / 0 0
7 / n / B O
8 / 2 7 / 0 0
9 / 3 / 0 0
8 / 2 7 / 8 0

7 / 2 2 / B 0

8 / 2 9 / B O
7 / 3 1 / B O



KILE
n o .

DATE
F ILED

COMPLAINANT'S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SERIOUS CHARGE STATUS D I S PO S IT IO N DATE
CLOSED

8 0 - 3 6 6 / 2 3 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D ISM ISSED 7 / 3 1 / 8 0
8 0 - 3 7 8 / 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t A b e y a n c e  p e n d i n g  

i n  p r o g r e s s  ( S e e
C r im i  n a l  
8 0 - 1 6 )

P r o c e e d i n g

8 0 - 3 8 7 / 2 0 / 0 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t Ho Mer i  t D I SM ISSED 7 / 2 9 / 8 0
0 0 - 3 0 4 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D ISM ISSED 7 / 1 / 8 0
8 0 - 4 0 0 / 6 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No Mer i t D ISM ISSED 8 / 7 / 8 0
8 0 - 4 1 0 / 1 0 / 8 0 ADA N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SM ISSED 9 / 1 8 / 8 0
8 0 - 4 2 7 / 5 / 0 0 C l i e n t M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n No M e r i  t D I SM ISSED 7 / 1 8 / 8 0
8 0 - 4 3 7 / 1 4 / B O T h i r d  P a r t y N e g l e c t No M e r t t D I SM ISSED 8 / 8 / 8 0
8 0 - 4 4 0 / 1 2 / 0 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SM ISSED 9 / 9 / 0 0
8 0 - 4 5 5 / 2 7 / 8 0 C 1 i e n t N e g l e c t NO M e r i t D I SM ISSED 5 / 2 0 / 8 0
UO-46 4 / 0 / 0 0 C l i e n t R e l a t i o n s h i p  

w / c l i e n t
No M e r i t D I SM ISSED 6 / 9 / 8 0

0 0 - 4 7 6 / 2 / 6 0 C l i e n t P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r No M e r i  t D ISM ISSED 6 / 1 7 / 8 0
8 0 - 4 0 3 / 2 6 / 0 0 C l i e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e  

w / j u s t i c e
No f i e r i  t D ISMISSED 4 / 1 1 / 0 0

0 0 - 4  *» 4 / 2 4 / 0 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SMISSED 4 / 3 0 / 0 0
0 0 - 5 0 1 / 1 6 / 0 0 C l i e n t P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r No M e r i t 4 / 1 1 / 0 0
0 0 - 5 1 5 / 0 / 0 0 C l  l e n t P e r s o n a l  B e h v i o r No Mer i t D ISMISSED 6 / 3 / 0 0
0 0 - 5 2 3 / 3 / 0 0 A t t o r n e y I n t e r f e r e n c e

w / j u s t i c e
Mo M e r i t cnnsED* ’ 9 / 1 8 / 0 0



KILE  DATE COMPLAINANT' S MOST SERIOUS CHARGE STATUS D I SPOS IT ION  DATE
NO. F I LED  RELATIONSHIP CLOSED

TO RESPONDENT _____________________  __________________________________________________________  _______
8 0 - 5 3 1 2 / 1 / 7 9 C l i e n t E x c e s s i v e  f e e No M e r i t f i n < ! P n _  p> 9 / 3 / 8 0
8 0 - 5 4 1 / 2 2 / 8 0 C l i e n t P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r No M e r i t '■CLOSED 4 / 1 1 / 8 0
8 0 - 5 5 4 / 1 / 8 0 C l i e n t R e l a t i o n s h i p

w / c l i e n t
U nd e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

8 0 - 5 6 4 / 1 0 / 8 0 A t t o r n e y E x c e s s i v e  f e e No M e r i t D ISMISSED 4 / 1 1 / 0 0
80  -57 4 / 1 7 / 8 0 A t t o r n e y S o l i c i t a t i o n Und e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 5 8 3 / 1 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D ISMISSED 4 / 4 / 8 0
8 0 - 5 9 3 / 1 1 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t CI£l-SK|] 5 / 9 / 8 0
8 0 - 6 0 2 / 2 6 / 8 0 C l i e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e

w / j u s t i c e
No M e r i t C4,OSEtr- 9 / 4 / 8 0

8 0 - 1 ' 9 / 4 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t U nd e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 6 2 2 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g ] e c t U nd e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 6 3 4 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t DISMISSED 9 / 1 8 / 8 0
8 0 - 6 4 5 / 2 7 / 8 0 C l i e n t Neg l e c t Unde r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 6 5 5 / 2 4 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t DISMISSED 9 / 4 / 8 0
8 0 - 6 6 8 / 8 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t Und e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 6 7 7 / 1 1 / 8 0 C l  i e n l : N e g l e c t No M e r i  t D ISMISSED 8 / 2 9 / 0 0
8 0 - 6 8 5 / 2 1 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t DISMISSED 9 / 1 6 / 0 0
8 0 - 6 9 7 / 1 / 8 0 C l i e n t N eg 1e c t Ho M e r i  L DISMISSED 9 / 2 3 / 8 0



P a g e  7

KILE
IJO.

DATE
FILED

COMPLAINANT'S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SERIOUS COARSE STATUS D I SPOS IT IO N DATE
CLOSED

BO -7 1 5 / 1 4 / 0 0 C l i e n t C o n f l i c t  o f  
I n t e r e s t

U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

BO-72 4 / 7 / 0 0 C l i e n t M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n No M e r i t D ISMISSED 9 / 1 0 / 8 0
BO-73 ‘J / 'J/OO C l i e n t M i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n No M e r i t D I SM ISSED 9 / 1 0 / 8 0
BO-74 9 / 9 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t A b e y a n c e  p e n d i n g  Fee  A rb  FA 30 -BO
BO-75 3 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l  i e n  t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SM ISSED 9 / 2 9 / 0 0
BO-76 6 / 2 7 / 0 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SM ISSED 9 / 2 9 / 8 0
BO-77 9 / 4 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 7 B 9 / 4 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g 1e c t U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
(10 -70 2 / 1 4 / 0 0 ADA M e d i c a l  I n c a p a c i t y U n d e r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n
BO-BO 9 / 1 1 / 0 0 T h i r d  P a r t y P e r s o n a l  b e h a v i o r No M e r i L D ISMISSED 9 / 1 8 / 0 0
0 0 - 0 1 9 / 1 0 / 0 0 C 1 i o n  L Nog 1e c t U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
0 0 - 0 2 3 / 1 0 / 0 0 C 1 i en  t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SMISSED 9 / 1 6 / 8 0
0 0 - 0  3 4 / 4 / 0 0 C l  i e n t N x c e u s i v u  f e e U n d e r  i n v e s t  i g n t  i on
0 0 - 0 4 0 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t Neg1e o  t No M e r i t D ISMISSED 9 / 1 O/HO
0 0 - 0 6 4 / 1 6 / 0 0 C 1 l e n t N e g l e c t  ■ No M e r i t D ISMISSED 9 / 1 8 / 8 0
0 0 - 0 6 4 / 2 2 / 0 0 C l i e n t E x c e s s  i ve  f e e No Me r i  t D ISMISSED 9 / 2 9 / 8 0
0 0 - 0 7 6 / 3 / 0 0 C l  l e n t E x c e s s i v e  f e e U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
0 0 - 0 0 5 / 1 0 / 0 0 c l i e n t Neg1e c t No M e r i t D ISMISSED 8 / 2 9 / B 0



P a g e  8

KILE
NO.

DATF.
F ILED

COMPLAINANT'S 
KELAT IONSI I IP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST SERIOUS CHARGE STATUS D I SPOS IT IO N

8 0 - 8 9 3 / 2 1 / 0 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D ISMISSED
8 0 - 9 0 4 / 7 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g 1 Und e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 -  9 J 9 / 1 9 / 8 0 C l i e n t Exc i  .e f e e U nd e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 9 2 9 / 1 9 / 0 0 A t t o r n e y I n t e r f e r e n c e

w / j u s t i c e
U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

8 0 - 9 3 5 / 1 3 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t DISMISSED
8 0 - 9 4 9 / 2 2 / 0 0 A t t o r n e y N e g l e c t U nd e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n
8 0 - 9 5 9 / 2 3 / 0 0 MIA C o n f 1 i c t  o f  

1 n t e r e s t
U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

0 0 - 9 6 9 / 2 3 / 0 0 C l  i e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e  
w / j u s t i c e

U n d e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

8 0 - 9 7 9 / 1 6 / 8 0 C l i e n t e x c e s s i v e  f e e No M e r i t D ISMISSED
8 0 - 9 0 9 / 2 3 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D ISMISSED

D A T E
C L O S E D

9 / 8 / 8 0

9 / 2 3 /C O

9 / 2 4 , 'al l  
9 / 2 5 / 8 0



e O A R O  o r  g o v e r n o r s

O F F I C E R S

W I L L I A M  3  R O Z E L L  
R R C S i O E N T  
•UNEAU

K A R E N  L H U N T
R R E S ' D E N T -  ELECT  
ANCHORAGE

S T A N L E Y  T F I S C H E R  
V I CE  P R E S I O E N T  
K OD I AK

H U G H  G W A D E  
S E C R E T A R Y  
A N C H O R A G E

E L I Z A B E T H  P .  K E N N E D Y  
t r e a s u r e r
ANCHORAGE

A L A S K A  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N
P O  0 O X  2 ’ 9

A N C H O R A G E .  A L A S K A  99510
A R E A  C O D E  9 0 7 « ’ 2 7 2 ' 7 4 f l 9

R a n o a l l  p  B u r n s  E i e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  

* * » v i n  S  F k * » . * £ l  D ' s c i a l 'h a h t  a o u i n i s t h a t o r  A n o  B a r  C o u n s e l

0 O A R O  M C M H E R S  

W I L L I A M  P  B R Y S O N  
S T A N L E Y  T F I S C H E R  
K A R E N  L H U N T  
E L I Z A B E T H  P  K E N N E D Y  
E O W A P O  G K I N G  
J O N A T H A N  H L I N K  
W I L L I A M  3  R O Z E L L  
R I C H A R D  D  S A V E L L  
H U G H  G  W A D E

January 8, 1981

Hon. Jay A. Rabinowitz 

Chief Justice 

Alaska Supreme Court 

604 Barnette Street 

Fairbanks, Alaska °9/01

RE: QUARTERLY REPORT OF DISCIPLINE ADMINISTRATOR

Dear Chief Justice Rabinowitz:

Enclosed, please find my report ror the quarter ending December 31, 

1980.

I have added statistics on Fee Arbitration files which may be of 

interest to you.

Very truly yours,

ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION

Marvin S. 

State Bar

Franke]
Counsel

MSF/cc
Enclosures
cc: Justice Roger G. Connor

Justice Warren W. Matthews 

Justice Edmond W. Burke
Randall P. Burns (for distribution to the Board of Governors)



F E E  A R B I T R A T I O N  R E P O R T

O C T O B E R  1, 1 9 8 0  - D E C E M B E R  31, 1 9 8 0

CASELOAD

1. Cases pending & carried forward on October 1, 1980 . . . .  33

2. Cases filed since October 1, 1980...............................  12

3. Cases reactivated since October 1, 1980.......................  0

TOTAL CASELOAD FOR P E R I O D ....................................45

4. Cases Closed since October 1, 1980 ...........................  17

TOTAL PENDING CASES ON DECEMBER 31, 1980 ................................. 28



FEE ARUITKATIOU

" I ' - E  D A T E

NO. F I L E D

FA 1 6 - 7 9  8 / 2 8 / 7 9

FA 3 6 - 7 9  1 2 / 2 1 / 7 9

FA 5 - 8 0  2 / 8 / 8 0

FA 9 - 8 0  3 / 5 / 8 0

FA 1 3 - 8 0  6 / 1 5 / 8 0

FA 1 5 - 8 0  A / 2 8 / 8 0

! ' \  1 8 - 8 0  3 / 2 8 / 8 0

FA 1 9 - 8 0  5 / 3 0 / 8 0

FA 2 0 - 8 0  6 / 2 / 8 0

FA 2 5 - 8 0  6 / 1 6/ H O

FA 2 7 - 8 0  7 / 1 6 / 8 0

FA 2 9 - 8 0  8 / 6 / 8 0

FA 3 0 - 8 0  8 / 6 / 8 0

FA 11-80  8 / 2 6 / 8 0

FA 3 2 - 8 0  8 / 2 6 / 0 0

6 th QUARTER 1980

AMOUNT • • STATUS D I S P O S I T I O N  D A T E
C L O S E D

( $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 )  Re ope ne d  3 / 1 8 / 8 0  See  d i s c i p l i n e  78-1

( $ 2 , 9 7 3 . 5 9 )  T u r n e d  b u c k  t o  D i s c i p l i n e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

( $ 6 , 8 5 0 . 0 0 )  F i l e  I n  K e t c h i k a n  -  A w a i t i n g  D c l s l o n
D e c i s i o n  r e q u e s t e d  1 2 / 3 / 8 0

( $ 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  $ 6 , 6 0 0 . 0 0  a w a r d e d  co R e s p o n d e n t

( $ 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  F i l e  I n  J u n e a u  -  A w a i t i n g  d e c i s i o n
D e c i s i o n  t e q u e s t e d  1 2 / 2 / 8 0

, ( $ 2 , 9 0 0 . 0 0 )  H r .  Day d i e d  6 / 2 3 / 8 0

( $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  S e e  FA 1 6 - 7 9 .  S e e  d i s c i p l i n e  78-1

( $ 1 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 1 )  F i l e  I n  K e t c h i k a n  -  A w a i t i n g  D e c i s i o n
D e c i s i o n  r e q u e s t e d  1 2 / 2 / 8 0

A b e y a n c e  -  M e d i c a l  I l l s .  

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

A b e y a n c e  -  M e d i c a l  I l l s .

1 1 / 2 6 / 8 0

1 1 / 2 6 / 8 0

1 1 / 6 / 8 0

i ( $ 9 , 9 2 0 . 7 3 )  P a n e l  D e c i s i o n  r e t e r r e d  L a c k  t o  D i s c i p l i n e
A c t i o n .  See  8 0 - 9 5 .  CLOSED

( $ 3 , 7 5 0 . 0 0 )  $ 3 ,  7 5 0 . 0 0  a wa r d ed  t o  H. spom!  ; n t  CLOSED

i
( $ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  A w a i t i n g  D e c i s i o n  f ro m ' *anel  1 2 / 1 5 / 8 0

( $ 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  $ 2 , 6 5 7 . 5 0  a w a r d e d  t o  R e s p o n d e n t  CLOSED

( 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  A w a i t i n g  D e c i s i o n  f ro m P a n e l  9 / 3 0 / 8 0

( $ 1 , 2 0 0 . 0 0 )  S e t t l e d  by  par t ,  l u s  CLOSED

1 1 / 7 / 8 0

1 1 / 1 3 / 8 0

1 0 / 3 0 / 8 0

1 0 / 2 7 / 8 0

( $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )  To be s c h e d u l e d  a f t e r  J a n .  1 5 ,  1911!



::o.
D A T E
F I L E D

AMOUNT STATUE DT S P O S I T I O N D A T E
C L O S E D

FA 3 3 - 8 0  9 / 3 / 8 0

FA 3 6 - 8 0  9 / 3 /H O

FA 3 5 - 8 0  9 / 6 / 8 0

FA 3 7 - 8 0  9 / 1 1 / 8 0

FA 3 8 - 8 0  9 / 1 2 / 8 0

FA 3 9 - 8 0  9 / 1 7 / 8 0

FA 6 0 - 8 0  6 /23/HO

FA 6 1 - 8 0  6 / 1 6 / 8 0

FA 6 2 - 8 0  9/8/110

FA 6 3 - 8 0  6 / 2 / 8 0

FA 6 6 - 8 0  9 / 1 5 / 8 0

FA 6 5 - 8 0  9 / 9 /H O

FA 6 6 - 8 0  9 / 1 8 / 8 0

FA 6 7 - 8 0  9 / 2 2 / 8 '

FA 68-110 9 / 2  3 / 8 0

FA 6 9 - 8 0  9 / 2 6 /  10

t'A 5 0 - 8 0  9 / 2 9 / H O

’ ( $ 7 0 , 8 0 0 . 0 0 )  

(??)

( $ 6 5 , 6 9 3 . 7 5 )

( $ 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 )

, ( $ 1 , 9 0 0 . 0 0 )

I
| ( $ 6 1 8 . 7 0 )  

($1,000.00) 

( $ 1 , 6 5 0 . 0 0  

( $ 5 9 8 . 0 0 )

I

■ ( $ 6 0 0 . 0 0 )

($?)

($•/)

( $ 1 6 8 . 0 0 )

( $ 1 3 , 5 3 0 . 7 0 )

( $ 9 7 1 . 5 0 )

( $ 1 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 )  

($0

S c h e d u l e ' f o r  c o n t ' d  h e a r i n g  J a n .  2 7 ,  1981

F i l e  I n  F a i r b a n k s  -  A w a i t i n g  D e c i s i o n  
D e c i s i o n  r e q u e s t e d  1 2 / 3 / 8 0

S e t t l e d  b e t we e n  p a r t i e s

C o m p l a i n t  w i t h d r a w n

C o m p l a i n t  w i t h d r a w n

$ 6 1 8 . 7 0  a w a r d e d  t o  R e s p o n d e n t

C o m p l a i n t  w i t h d r a w n

A w a i t i n g  t o i l  h e r  n o t i c u  f ro m C o m p l a i n a n t  1 2 / 2 3 / 8 0

F l i c  i n  S i t k a  -  A w a i t i n g  h e a r i n g  
F i l e  s e n t  1 1 / 5 / 8 0

U n a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  c o m p l a i n a n t

F i l e  I n  F a i r b a n k s  -  A w a i t i n g  h e a r i n g  

F i l e  s e n t  12/2/11(1

C o m p l a i n t  w i t h d r a w n

S e t t l e d  b e t w e e n  p a r t i e s

To he s c h e d u l e d  a l t e r  Ma rc h  1 ,  1981

A w a i t i n g  r e s p o n s e  f r o m  c o m p l a i n a n t

Comp! a I ill. wl  I lul l  awn

C o m p l a i n t  w i t h d r a w n

CLOSF.O

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

CLOSED

1 1 / 1 3 / 8 0  

11/25/HO 

l t / 6 / 8 0  

1 1 / 2 6 / 8 0  

11/6/MO

11/6/80

12/3/110

11 /18/80 

I 0 / 9 / H 0



D A T E  A M O U N T
::o. F I L E D

FA 5 1 - 8 0 9 / 2 8 / 8 0 ( $ 6 , 5 3 8 . 6 8 )

HA 5 2 - 8 0 1 0 / 3 / 8 0 ( $ 6 0 0 . 0 0 )

KA 5 3 - 8 0 1 0 / 2 2 / 8 0 t ( $ 6 , 7 8 1 . 7 6 )

>
 

IJ- I o 1 1 / 5 / 8 0 ( $ 2 6 , 5 8 9 . 9 6 )

FA 5 5 - 8 0 1 1 / 1 0 / 8 0 ( $ 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 )

FA 5 6 - 8 0 1 0 / 2 9 / 8 0 . ( $ 1 7 0 . 0 0 )

FA 5 / - 8 0 1 1 / 2 0 / 8 0 ( $ 1 9 6 . 0 0 )

FA 5 8 - 8 0 11 / 2 A / 8 0 ( $ 1 , 3 3 7 . 2 7 )

FA 5 0 - 8 0 1 1 / 2 6 / 8 0
1

• ( $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 )
1

FA 6 0 - 8 0 1 2 / 6 / 8 0 ( $ ? )

FA 6 1 - 8 0 1 2 / 8 / 8 0 ( $ 3 3 , 3 3 3 . 3 3 )

FA 6 2 - 8 0 1 2 / 1 8 / 8 0 ( $ 3 , 6 / 3 . 0 0 )

FA 6 3 - 8 0 1 2 / I / / 8 C ( $ 9 6 , 0 0 0 . 8

STATUS D I S P O S I T I O N

Comp . n i n e  w l t l u l r n u n  CLOSED

To bu s c h e d u l e d  o t t e r  J o n  I S ,  19H1

No r e s p o n s e  f ro m c o m p l a i n a n t

No r e s p o n s e  f ro m c o m p l a i n a n t  s i n c e  1 2 / 3 / 8 0

C o m p l a i n a n t  am!  K o s p o m l c n t  t o  l i av c  meet  I nn -  
A w a i t  In i ;  r o s n l ’ S o f  s ame .

Awn I t  lap, r e s p o n s e  f rom c o m p l a i n a n t

A w a i t  I n i ;  r e s p o n s e  f ro m c o m p l a i n a n t

A b e y a n c e  u n t i l  J a n .  1 2 ,  1981

A w a i t : tip, r e s p o n s e  f rom I teaponcloni

Awa i t  lap, Fee A i b  f o r ms  f r om c o mp l a i n a n t

Heat  I nn  s e h e d u l  e. l  J a n .  2 0 ,  l'J t l!  -  See  8 0 - 1 3 3 .

T o  l*o n e t  l o r  b ea t  I nn  a l t e r  J a n  1 2 ,  1981

I ' l l e  t o  be s e n t  t o  K a l r b a n U i i  f t * r  I t e a r l n t ;  -  l / l l / l l l

OATF .
C L O S E D

10/ 20/80



ALASKA BAR ASSOCIATION 

SURVEY OF GRIEVANCES

In an effort to better inform the Court, and the Bar of the source 

and nature of grievances, and the areas of practice from which grievances 

arise, the following is furnished based on the files of the Bar Association 

office.

In describing the nature of the grievance, only the most servious 

allegation is reflected. In fact, most grievances allege various acts 

of misconduct. It is not practical to attempt to reflect all allegations.

I. NATURE OF GRIEVANCE

1. Trust violations (embezzlement/ 

conversion/witholding client's 
property)

2. Conflict of Interest

3. Neglect (Failure to perform, delay, 

abandonment)

4. Relationship with client

5. Misrepresentation/fraud

6. Excessive Fees

7. Interference with justice

8. Improper advertising & solicitation

9. Criminal conviction 

Personal Behavior10

11 Wilful failure to cooperate with 

Discipline Authorities

12. Medical incapacity

13. Incompetence

TOTAL

4

8

32

6

6
6

16

3

1

1

0

2

1

8 o

4 . 65
9 . 30

37.21

6 . 98
6 . 98
6 . 98 

18 . 60
3 . 4 9

1.16
1.16

0

2.33

1 . 1 6

1 0 0 %



D I S C I P L I N E  R E P O R T

1. C a s e s  p e n d i n g  & c a r r i e d  f o r w a r d  on O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 8 0 .  . 43

2. C a s e s  f i l e d  o r  r e a c t i v a t e d  s i n c e  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 8 0 .  . . 43

T O T A L  C A S E L O A D  F O R  P E R I O D ...................................... 86

3. C a s e s  c l o s e d  s i n c e  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 8 0 ..........................  31

(a) D i s m i s s e d  by Bar C o u n s e l .................................. 26

(b) I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n s  ........................................  4

(c) D i s b a r r e d ......................................................... - 0 -

(d) S u s p e n s i o n s ....................................................... 1

T O T A L ............................................................... 31

4. T o t a l  P e n d i n g  C a s e s  on D e c e m b e r  31 , 1 9 8 0 .................... 55

1 1 • S T A T U S  O F  P E N D I N G  A C T I V E  C A S E S

1. I n v e s t i g a t i v e  S t a t e :

(a) To C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r  f o r  A d v i s o r y  O p i n i o n  . . . . - 0 -

(b) B a r C o u n s e l ...........................................................42

(c) S p e c i a l  P r o s e c u t o r ...............    1

(d) M a t t e r s  h e l d  in a b e y a n c e .................................. 7

(e) H e a r i n g  Commi t tee  ...................................................................................................... 2

2. B e f o r e  B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s ..... ....................................  2

3. B e f o r e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ................................................. 1

T O T A L  P E N D I N G  A C T I V E  C A S E S  ON D E C E M B E R  31, 1 9 8 0  . . .  55

O C T O B E R  1, 1 9 8 0  - D E C E M B E R  31, 1 9 8 0

I . C A S E L O A D



I'ACE ]
D I S C I P L I N A R Y  K K P O H T  

OCTOBER 1 .  19H0 -  DECEMBER 3 1 ,  1980
F I L E
NO.

D A T E
F I L E D

C O M P L A I N A N T ' S  
R E L A T I O N S H I P  
TO R E S P O N D E N T

MOST S E R I O U S  C1 IAROE ST A T U S 1)1 S P O S I T I O H DATE
CL O SE D

77 - 18

78 - 13  

7 8 - 2 0

78—2 y

79-1

79-2

79 -7

78-8

7*3-18

79-2(1 

8(1-3 

HO-5

80-1  I 

8 0 - 1 2

3 / 2 2 / 7 7

6 / 2 / 7 8

7 / 1 1 / 7 8

1 1 / 2 0 / 7 8

2 / 9 / 7 9

3 /6 / 79
5 / 6 / 7 8

5 / 1 8 / 7 8

8 / 6 / 7 8  

8 / 2 6 / 7 8  

2 / 2 0 / 8 0  

2/11/80 

6/11/80 

6 / 2 1 / 8 0

T h i r d  P a r t y

AHA

AHA

C l i e n t

O p p o s i n g  C o u n s e l

AHA

AHA

AHA

O p p o s i n g  C o u ns e l

Cl lent

AHA

T h i r d  P a l l y  

T h i r d  P u n y  

A t t o r n e y

N e g l e c t

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / J u s l i c e  

M i s r e p . / f r a u d

I n c o m p et e n ce

I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e  
P e r s o n a l  B e h a v i o r  
F a i l u r e  t o  c o - o p  w i t h  
D i s c i p l i n a r y  A u t h o r i t i e s

T r u s t  V i o l a t i o n

I n t e r f e r e n c e  u / j u s t l c e

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l l e n t

C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t  

R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l l e n i  

M e d i c a l  I n c a p a c i t y  

I l i t e r  f e r e i i c e  w / j  l i s t  I c e  

Ml a r e p / f r a u d  

T r u s t  v l o l a l I o n

H e a r i n g  C o n t i n u e d  t o  2 / 6 / 8 1  

H e a r i n g  s c h e d u l e d  on o r  abo . i t  6 / 1 5 / 8 1  

Supreme C o u r t  D e c i s i o n  1 2 / 3 / 8 0 F i v e  y e a r  s u s p e n s i o n  1 2 / 1 0 / 8 0  
1 0 /3 1 / 7 8  t o  1 0 / 31 / 86

A be y an c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  

C i v i l  m a l p r a c t i c e  s u i t

D e f e n d a n t  a c i p i i l t e d  o f  C r i m i n a l  C h a r g e s .  
D i a l er  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  ( 8 0 - 1 6 ,  8 0 - 3 7 )

To B o ar d  o f  G o v e r n o r s  1/26/81  

Under  i n v e s t i g a t i o n

A1IR-28 P e L .  f i l e d  and g r a n t e d  8 / 2 8 / 7 8  -  
A t t o r n e y  a p p o i n t e d  8 / 2 8 / 7 8  -  Mo t i o n  to 
s u s p e nd  f o r  f a i l u r e  t o  p ay  d ue s  f i l e d  
8 / 2 8 / 7 8 .  D i s a b i l i t y  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  p e n d i n g .

A b e y an c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  ol  C i v i l  a c t i o n .

See  78 -8  —  C o n s o l i d a t e d

1 2 / 2 / 8 0  -  Appl  l c .  . I o n  l o r  R e l i i s t n t c m c i i t

See  78 -2  -  To  HOC 1/26/81

A be y an c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  C i v i l  a c t i o n .  

A b e y a n c e  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  C i v i l  a c t i o n .



I*ACE 2

F I L E  D A T E  C O M P L A I N A N T ' S  MOFT  S E R I O U S  C 1 IA U C E  S T A T U S  D I S P O S I T I O N  D A T E
NO.  F I L E D  R E L A T I O N S H I P  C L O S E D

T O R E S P O N D E N T __________________________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________ _________________________________________________

80-1 ' J 4 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l i e n t R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l l e n t I n f o r m s  1 Ailmon 11 1 on CLOSED 10/31/80

8 0 - 1 6 5 / 1 4 / 8 0 A 11A T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n Se e  7 6 - 1 .  .

8 0 - 1 8 5 / 1 5 / 8 0 AHA T r u s t  v i o l a t i o n A b e y un ce  p e n d i n g  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  C i v i l a c t  I o n .

80 -21 7 / 1 7 / 8 0 ABA K e l u t t o n - 6 1 p  u / c l i e n t I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n  ( S e e  8 0 - 1 3 ) CLOSED 10 /31 /80

80 - 22 8 / 7 / 8 0 AHA S i v l i c l t u t  Ion I n f o r m a l  A d m o n i t i o n CLOSED 10 /31 /80

8 0 - 2 6 7 / 3 0 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

80 - 3 2 8 / 2 7 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t U nder  I n v e s t  1 g u t  Ion

8 0 - 3 7 8/5/110 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t Se e  7 0 - 1 .  8 0 - 1 6 .

8 0 - 5 5 4 / 1 / 8 0 C l  l e n t R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l i e n t No Met I t D I SMIS SE D 10/2/ 80

8 0 - 5 7 4 / 1 7 / 8 0 A t t o r n e y S o l i e  1 t i l t  Ion Un de r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

8(1-61 ‘J / 4 / 8 0 C ' l e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t SMISSED 1 1 / 1 1 / 1 0

8 0 - 6 2 2 / 2 5 / 8 0 C l  l e n t Neg1ueI No M e r i t D I SMISSE D 1 0 / 0 /HO

80 - 6 4 5/27/ lM) C l  l e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t D I SMISSE D 1 0 / 0 / 8 0

8 0 - 6 6 8 / 8 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g I e c I No M e r i t D I SMISSE D 1 0 / 1 1 / 8 0

1 1 0 - / 0 8 / 5 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g ] e c t No Met I t D I SMIS SED 10/16/81)

80-71 5 / 1 4 / 8 0 Cl  l e n t C o n f l i c t  o l  I n t e r c u t P e n d i n g  C i v i l  l l t l g a t  .(tin 8 / 1 / 8 1 . Ab ey a nc e

8 0 -  74 0 / 0 / 8 0 C 1 1 e n t Neg, 1 e c t No M er i t D I SMIS SED 11/4/110



PAGE 3

F I L E  D A T E  C O M P L A I N A N T ' S  MOST S E R I O U S  C H A R G E
NO.  F I L E D  R E L A T I O N S H I P

TO R E S P O N D E N T  _______________  ___________

8 0 -7 7 9/A/ao C l i e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 - 7 8 9 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 - / 9 2 / 1 9 / 8 0 AHA M e d i c a l  ' i c u p n c l t y

8 0 -8 1 9 / 1 8 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 - 8 3 9 / 9 / 8 0 C 11 el l  t E x c c u h I v c  f e e

8 0 -8 7 6 / 1 / 8 0 C l  l e n t E x c c a u 1v e  f e e

8 0 - 9 0 9 /7/HO C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

80-91 9 / 1 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t K x c e u n l v e  l e e

8 0 - 9 7 9 / 1 9 / 8 0 A t t o r n e y I lit e i l e r e n t  e w / j u a t  I c e

80-  99 9/ 22/ HO Cl  l e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 - 9  !i 9/23/110 AHA C o n f l i c t  o f  I n l e r e a t

8 0 - 9 8 9 / 2 3 / 8 0 C l  l e n t l i i l  i r l  e r e n c e  u /  | n a t  I c e

8 0 - 9 9 1 0 / 2 / 8 0 C i l e n t N e g l e e I

8 0 - 1 0 0 1 0 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t l l l l e r l  e r e i i e e  w/ ) i i u l  l e e

80  101 1 0 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l en t Net* l e c t

8 0 - 10 2 1 0 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t Cue!  1 l e t  o l  1 u l c r e n l

8 0 - 1 0 3 1 0 / 9 / 8 0 C l  1 mi  I I in n r  1e r e n c e  w / J n a t I c u

S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N D A T E
C L O S E D

Ho M e r i t  DI SMISSED

I l ml er  1 u v e a l  I got  Ion

No M e r i t  DISMISSED

No M e r i t  DISMISSED

No M e r i t  DISMISSED

No M e r i t  DI SMISSED

No M e r i t  DISMISSED

l l i u l er  I n v e s t i g a t i o n

No M e r i t  DISMISSED

I n f o r m a l  Ai lmoo11 . o n  ('■ OSKlt

l l i u l er  I n v e n t  I ga t  Ion 

Under  I e v en t  I gat  I on

No ri. i It. D I P  . SSEI )

A l i ey a i i ro  l e n d i n g  ai l  | u  I l e a l  I o n  l iy Cour t  

No M e i I t  DISMISSED

No M e r i t  DISMISSED

Under  I n v e u l  1 ga l  I on

1 0 / 2 9 / 80

U/ll/80

1 1 / 1 3 / 8 0

1 0/ 9/ H0

1 0 / 9 / 8 0

10/9/110

12 / 2 2 / 8 0

11/19/80

11/111/80

1 0 / 9 / 8 0  

11 / 3 / 8 0



PACK 9

F I L E  D A T E  C O M P L A I N A N T ' S  MOST S E R I O U S  C H A R G E
NO.  F I L E D  R E L A T I O N S H I P

TO R E S P O N D E N T  ________ ________

8 0 - 1 0 9 1 0 / 2 0 / 8 0 AIIA C r i m i n a l  C o n v i c t i o n

8 0 - 1 0 5 1 0 / 1 6 / 8 0 c l  l e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 - 1 0 6 1 0 / 1 7 / 8 0 A t t o r n e y N e g l e c t

8 0 - 1 0 7 1 0 / 2 0 / 8 0 C l  l e n t E x c e s s i v e  f e e s

8 0 - 1 0 8 1 0 / 2 0 / 8 0 C l  l e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e

8 0 - 1 0 9 1 0 / 2 0 / 8 0 C l  l e n t C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t

8 0 - 1 1 0 1 0 / 2 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

80-111 1 1 / 3 / 8 0 C l  l e n t P e r s o n a )  l l c l n i v t o r

8 0 - 1 1 2 1 1 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

811-11 3 1 1 / 9 / 8 0 C l i e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 -1 19 1 1 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t

8 0 - 1 1 6 1 1 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

80 -1  Hi 1 1 / / /HI) AIIA l i l t  e l  l e r e n c e  w/ | u S l  I c e

8 0 - 1 1 7 1 1 / 1 0 / 8(1 Cl  l ent . N e g l e c t

8 0 - 1 1 8 1 1 / 1 0 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

811-119 1 1 / 1 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t N e g l e c t

8 0 - 1 2 0 1 1 / 1 9 / 8 0 Cl  l e n t C o n f l i c t  n l  I n t e r e s t

80-121 1 1 / 1 9 / 8 0 C 11e n l M1 s t e p  r e s e n t  i l l  Ion

S T A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N D A T E
C L O S E D

A w a l L l t i g  Supreme C o u r t  O r de r  

No M e r i t

Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

No M e r i t  

No M er i t

Un de r  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

Ho M e r i t  

Ho M e r i t

Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

Under  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  

No Me r i t  

No M er i t

DISMISSED

DISMISSED

DISMISSED

DISMISSED

DISMIS SED

DI SMISSED

DI SMISSED

No M e r i t

Under  I n v e s t  I g a t I n n  

l l i u l er  I i tves t  I ga t I tut

DISMISSED

1 0 / 2 0 / 8 0

1 0 / 31 / 80

12/22/HO

11/19/81)

11/9/811

1 1 / 1 0 / 8 0

1 1 / 1 0 / 8 0

12 ' 1 6 / 8 0



PACE 5

K I L E  
NO . D A T E

F I L E D
COMPLAINANT'S 
RELATIONSHIP 
TO RESPONDENT

MOST S E R I O U S  CHARGE ST A T U S D I S P O S I T I O N DATE
C L O S E D

ao - 12 2 1 1 / 1 7 / 8 0 AHA A d v e r t i z i n g Under I n v e s t i g a t i o n

HO-123 11/1 9/HO C l  l one R e l a t i o n s h i p  w / c l l e n t Under I n v e s t I g a t  i o n

8 0 - 1 24 1 1 / 2 4 / 8 0 C l i e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t i c e Under I n v e s t i g a t i o n

8 0 - 1 2 5 1 1/25/UO C l i e n t N e g l e c t I n v e s t I g u t  l op  y I I .  l l e r k o w l t z

HO-1 2f> 1 1/25/HO C l  l e n t N e g l e c t Under I n v e s t  l g . i t  Ion

8 0 - 1 2 7 1 2 / 2 /HO C l  l e n t M l s r e p r c s c n l u l I o n Under I n v e s t I g a t  ion

8 0 - 1 2 8 12/3/ HO C l  l e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e  u / j u s t l c e Under I n v e s t I g a t I o n

HO-120 1 2 / 3/HO C l  l e n t I n t e r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t l c e Under I n v e s t l g u t I o n

HO-I  JO 12/5/ HO C l  l e n t M l s r e p r c s e u t u t I o n Under I n v e s t l g u t I o n

80 -131 1 2 - 5 - 8 0 C ) l e n t N e g l e c t Under I n v e s t  l g u t  lo l l

8 0 - 1 3 2 1 2 / 8 / 8 0 Cl  l e n t N e g l e c t No M e r i t

8 0 - 1 3 3 1 2 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t E x c e s s i v e  f e e s Under I n v e s t  i g a t I o n

H O- 1 34 1 2 / 9 / ' J 0 C l  l e n t C o n f l i c t  o f  I n t e r e s t l l nde r I n v e s t I g u t t o n

r  - 1 3 5 1 2 / 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t I n l c r f e r e n c e  w / j u s t  I c e Under I n v e s t  1 gut  I o n

80-1  J<> 12/9/HO Cl  l e n t I n t e r f e i e n c t *  w / j u s l I c e Under I n v e s t l g u t I o n

HO- 1 3 1 1 2 / 1 7 / 8 0 C 1 1 e i l t N e g l e c t Under I n v e s t I g u t I o n

8 0 - 1 3 8 1 2 / 1 9 / 8 0 Cl  l e n t E x c e s s i v e  f e e s Under I n v e s t l g u t I o n

110-1 39 12/22/HO C 1 1e n t N e g l e c t Uiulut 1u v e s t 1 ga t  i nn

HO-14(1 1 2 / 2 3 / 8 0 C l l e n L I n t e r f e r e n c e  v;/ j u s t  I c e Under I n v e s t l g u t i o n

80-141 1 2 / 2 9 / 8 0 C l  l e n t E r a  ml  and d e c e i t Under 1u v e s t 1 gut  Ion

DI SMISSED 12/y/ao



MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

PETITIONER NATURE OP CASE STATUS

1 . 

2 . 

3.  

•1.

E y e r l y

(Confidential)

S a n t o s

S h e l e y

S c h r o e t u r

U r i e
Pond
C r a v i o t t o  

( C o n I i d e n t  i n i ) 

( C o n f i d e n t i a l )

A d m i s s i o n s  -  AHA a p p r o v e d  I .aw S c h o o l  

A d m i s s i o n s  -  Method o f  G r a d i i u j  B a r  Exam 

A d m i s s i o n s  -  AHA a p p r o v e d  I.aw S c h o o l  

A d m i s s i o n s  -  30 d a y  r e s i d e n c y  r e q u i r e m e n t

R u l e  01 O p p o s i t i o n  -  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t

A d m i s s i o n s  -  AHA a p p r o v e d  Law S c h o o l

P e t i t i o n  f o r  R e i n s t a t e m e n t

A d m i s s i o n s  -  Nol i l i e d  p a s s e d  b u r ,  t h e n  
n o t i f i e d  t o  c o n t r a r y .

P e n d i m j  Supr eme C o u r t  O r a l  A r gu me nt .

P e t i t i o n  d e n i e d  by  B . O . G .  9 - 6 - 0 0 .

P e t i t i o n  l o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  -  U . S .  Supreme C o u r t  7 - 1 0 - U 0 .

A w a i t i n y  Supreme C o u r t  D e c i s i o n  on P e t i t i o n e r ' s  Mo t i on  f o r  
A t t o r n e y  P e e s  and  C o s t s .

D e c i s i o n  f a v o r a b l e  t o  P e t i t i o n e r  -  C a s e  c l o s e d .

Supreme C o u r t  D e c i s i o n  U p h o l d i n g  A l a s k a  B a r  R u l e  -  9 - 2 6 - 0 0  
C a s e  c l o s e d .

P e n d i n g  a c t i o n  by  Supreme C o u r t .

A s s i g n e d  t o  M a s t e r  -  C a s e  c l o s e d  9-111-00.

( C o n f i d e n t i a l ) A d m i s s i o n s  -  U n l a w f u l  p r a c t i c e  o f  haw U . O . l i .  d e n i e d  a p p r o v a l  ' J -h-UO.

I
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Will/the Bar Association See “Suiiset’ -̂This Year?

< 6  ll

c j / p o / f Y
By JOE La ROCCA

JUNEAU -  The Alaska Bar 
Assn. has agreed to tty to 
resolve its widely-publicized d if­
ferences with ‘.he legislature over 
the controversial question o f 
whether the lawyers' group 
is a state agency subject to the 
state's so-called "Sunset" law. 
It sets up a process under which 
the legislature determines wheth­
er state agencies should be 
abolished for unsatisfactory per­
formance, or allowed to con­
tinue to exist based on its 
usefulness.

Bart Rozellc o f Juneau, presi­
dent o f the 1,300 member stale 
bar association, told a joint 
meeting o f the House and Senate 
Judiciary Committees Monday 
that a majority o f the bar's 
membership has voted to coop­
erate with Lhe legislature this 
year rather than continue to 
defy what some legislators see 
as the state’s authority to over­
see and regulate certain aspects 
o f the bar association’s activi­
ties.

Ilozclle said the bar associa­
tion hopes to avoid what he

termed the "unfortunately 
acrimonious" atmosphere which 
characterized the discussions last 
year between the bar associa­
tion and the legislature over 
whether the attorneys’ organiza­
tion is subject to legislative 
review under the sunset statute 
adopted by the legislature in 
1978. That acrimony, Rozellc 
said, "tended to undermine 
what can be the constructive 
results o f the sunset process."

Under the sunset process, 
the Legislative Budget and Audit 
Committee is charged with the 
responsibility fo r auditing the 
records and performance o f state 
agencies, and reporting its find­
ings to the legislature and its 
appropriate legislative commit­
tees.

l^ast year, the House Judi­
ciary Committee, chaired by 
Rep. Charlie I’arr, D-Fairbanks 
advised the Speaker o f the 
House that the bar association 
had taken the position that 
"it is not a slate agency, and 
that it is not subject to the 
Sunset review process." The 
committee report said that the

association "refused the legisla­
tive Auditor access to some of 
its records, there," the report 
said, "no performance audit has 
been conducted.

The report noted that, in a 
letter to the association, the 
committee had requested infor­
mation on 87 points, 73 o f 
which were “ answered complete­
ly ."  On one point, a request 
fo r a copy o f disciplinary 
records, the bar association 
said that the information was 
confidential, and could not be 
released.

The Legislative Budget and 
Audit Committee took the Bar 
Assn. to court over the dispute. 
The State Supreme Court de­
cided that the records were 
classified confidential by court 
rule, and that the bar associa­
tion had no authority to release 
them.

The House- Judiciary Commit­
tee proposed legislation lust year 
extending the existence o f the 
bar association only until June 
3(>lh o f this year, and making 
statutory changes which it suid 
were needed to serve the public

interest.
But the legislation died in the 

Senate Judiciary Committee trig­
gering an automatic termination 
o f the bar association under the 
sunset statute, effective June 
30th o f this year.

In what was clearly a concili­
atory statement designed to 
avert a continuation o f the 
dispute, Rozelle told the Joint 
Judiciary Committees that the 
bar association has voted to seek 
the Supreme Court's permission 
to submit its records to the Leg­
islative Auditor this year.

As a result o f last year's 
controversy, the bar assn. presi­
dent said, "we took a pretty 
hard look at ourselves on n 
number o f questions that were 
raised." He added: “ We think 
it's constructive to meet with 
the legislature and rather than 
fight with the legislature, parti­
cipate In the process."

He pointed out that the 
decision to do was controver­
sial within the bar association. 
Two member groups, the Tanana 
Valley and the Ketchikan bar 
associations, opposed the de­

cision, and may file a suit 
against any attempt to release 
the association's confidential 
records to the Legislative Audi­
tor. However, Rozelle said, that 
hasn’ t changed the state bar 
association’s position.

Still unresolved by Rozclle’s 
comments to the Judiciary Com­
mittees, however, was the basic 
question o f whether the bar 
association considers itself a 
slate agency subject to the 
state's sunset process.

Rozelle was pressed on the 
question by Rep. Part, who 
pointed out that the associa­
tion is still on record as stating 
that it is not. Rozelle replied 
that the group has not taken 
another vote on the question.

Both Parr and Senator Bill 
Ray (D-Juneau) argued that the 
Bar Association plays a decisive 
role in the selection and reten­
tion o f state judges and justices 
because attorneys dominate the 
Alaska Judicial Council, pur­
suant to a section o f the State 
Constitution which was drafted 
largely by lawyer delegates. The 
(iovcrnnr appoints judges from 
a list o f nominees chosen by the 
»even-member council which 
consists o f three attorneys, the 
chief justice, and three lay 
members.

The council also sponsors a 
poll o f attorneys in the slate to 
evaluate the performance of 
judges and Justices and makes 
public ’ recommendations on 
whether they should be retained 
for subsequent terms by the 
voters when their terms have 
expired.

Senator Ray say* lie thinks 
the simplest way for the legisla­
ture to resolve the dispute is to 
determine Ine Bar Association 
this year under the sunset sin 
lute. Thai would compel the 
Slate Supreme Court to decide 
whether o* not the Bar Assoda 
lion Is subject to the slate's 
sunset law.



Alaska State % 2qh[cxime
Senate

Committee on ^uJiciary pouch v
State Capitol 

Juneau, A laska 99811

SUMMARY O F  J O I N T  SENAT E-HOUSE H E A R I N G
OF

F E B R U A R Y  16, 1981 

R o o m  116, State C a pitol - Juneau, A l a s k a

L e g i s l a t i o n  b e f o r e  Conrr.ittee:

SB 11 "An Act c o n t i n u i n g  the exist e n c e  of the Board of 
Govern ors of the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n ;  and 
p r o v i d i n g  for an ei'iective date."

CSSB 29 "An Act r e l a t i n g  to n u c l e a r  m a t e r i a l s . "

The joint m e e t i n g  of the H o u s e  and Senate J u u i c i a r y  Comm ittees 
was called to order by C h a i r m a n  R o d e y  at 2:05 p.m., and w a s  c o­
cha i r e d  b y  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Miller.

Senate members p r esent were: Senators Rodey, Ray, Parr, and
Hohman. Senator B e nnett w a s  absent.

A n  o v e r v i e w  of the A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  by W i l l i a m  
B. Rozell, President, A l a s k a  Bar Association. A m o n g  those items 
d i s c u s s e d  w e r e  the Fee A r b i t r a t i o n  Committee, C o n c i l i a t i o n  Panels, 
C o n t i n u i n g  Legal E d u c a t i o n  Commission, and the S u n s e t  Review.

The C h a i r  then heard q u e s t i o n s  from the floor and general d i s­
cus s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  activities.

C S S B  29, s c h e dule d for hearing, was deferred until a future date.

O ffic ia l Business

H e a r i n g  n o  objections, C h a i r m a n  R o d e y  adj ourned the m e e t i n g  at 
3:15 p.m.



Official Business

A G E N D A

Monday, F e b r u a r y  23, 1981 
J O I N T  S E N A T E - H O U S E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G

CALL TO O R D E R

SB 11 "An A c t  c o n t i n u i n g  the exi stence of the B o a r d  of 
G o v e r n o r s  of the A l a s k a  B a r  Ass ociation; and 
p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e ctive  date."

- W i l l i a m  B. Rozell, Pr esident 
A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n

RECESS

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811



L C l e t s k a :  J l f a t e  ^ t z n s l a f i r r s

S e n a t e

Committee c~ ^u J ic i z ry

j q i 'j i  k z i t i r g

SE N A T E  & H O U S E  J V D L C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E S  

Monday, F e b r u a r y  16, 1S81

A  G : N  D  A

; ou:l V 
S' :e C'pito!

{'ts« p;--ii

CALL 70 O L D E R

11 "An A c t  c o n t i n u i n g  the e xistence of the B e a r d  o: 
G o v e r n o r s  or the A l a s k a  B a r  A s so ciation; and 
p r o v i d i n g  for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

- K i l l i a n  B. Rozell, P r e s id ent 
A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n

B rief o v e r v i e w  >. the A1 cska Bar 
B o a r d  o f  Governors' a c t i v i t i e s .

.s? octet, ten

SB 2° "■ .ct re la tint to n u c l e a r  m a t e r i a l s . 1

A d o p t i o n  : f  Ccmr.ittttu Substitute,

R E C E S S



S E N A T E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

Bill N u m b e r _  5R II O r i g i n a l  Sponser(s) Zm w i
T i t l e  ( ’ w n w ) i > v ) 6  - W f c  e ¥ l 5 T g y t y f -  qE l i t  cE dr Vft- /L rticu  
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.Alaska Jitate jEegrslaturs
House of  Representatives

Committee on ju d i c i a r y Pouch V
State Capitol

Juneau, Alaska 99811

F e b r u a r y  20, 1981

TO: Rep. Clocksin, Rep. Miller, Rep. Chuckwuk, Rep. Anderson ,
Rep. Phillips, Rep. O'Connell, Rep. H u r l b e r t

Sen. Rodey, S e na te J u d i c i a r y  C h a i r m a n

F R O M : R e p . Brown

S U B J : C o m m i t t e e  s c h e d u l e  for w e e k  of F e b r u a r y  22-28

• k ' k i t ' k l e J t ' i c i t ' k ' k - k - k l c ' k I c *

F e b r u a r y  23,

S £ ' /

Monday: A T  1:30 p.m.

H o u s e  and S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  j o i n t  r e v i e w  o f  the^ 
A l ask a Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  "Sunset"

F e b r u a r y  24, Tuesday: A T  1:15 p.m.

HB 160: An A c t  a n n u l l i n g  15 A A C  05 .410 ( 4 ) ;
p e r t a i n i n g  to raffles and l o t t eries

F e b r u a r y  25, Wednesday: A T  8:30 a.m.

J oint h e a r i n g  w i t h  L a b o r / C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e *  on 
HB 138: A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  to T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s

F e b r u a r y  25, Wednesday: A T  1:15 p.m.

C o n t i n u e d  r e v i e w  of the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  
"Sunset"

February 26, Thursday: AT C :30 a.m.

J oint h e aring w i t h  L a b o r / C o m m e r c e  Comini t tee o n  
HB 138; ONLY IF N E E D E D

F e b r u a r y  26, Thursday: A T  1:15 p.m.

D i v ision of Corre c t i o n s  o v e r v i e w  of the P a r o l e  
Board "Sunset"

F e b r u a r y  27, Friday: A T  1:15 p.m.

C o n t i n u e d  r e v i e w  of HB 158: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to

state r e g u l a t i o n  of fireworks
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JAY S . H A M M O N D

S  T A  T  I-: O  1-' A  I- A  S K A
O F F I C E  D F  T h e  j C v e a n :  = 

J  U  N  K  A  U

J a n u a r y  28, 1981

The H o n o r a b l e  P a t r i c k  Rodey 
A l a s k a  S t a t e  Senate 
P o u c h  V
Juneau, AK 99831

Dea c S ena to r Trod'try :
In r e p l y  to yo ur letter c oncer n i n g  sunset of several 
r e g u l a t o r y  boards, I'd like to furnish you the following 
.information.

F r o m  the Govern o r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  the C o l l e c t i o n  A g e n c y  
Board (AS 08.24.011) is a bo ard that m i g h t  well be t e r­
min ated, and the G o v e r n o r  d o e s  not intend to i n t r oduc e 
l e g i s l a t i o n  or take any e f f o r t  to see that that p a r t i c u l a r  
board is c o n t i n u e d  in force after June 30, 1980. A s  for 
the G u i d e  L i c e nsing a n d  C o n t r o l  Board (AS 08.54.010), the 
G o v e r n o r  is very much  i n t e r e s t e d  in seeing that this board 
is c o n t i n u e d  and has d r a f t e d  l egislati on m a k i n g  some a m e n d­
men t s  to the statutes r e l a t i n g  to the G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  and 
C o n t r o l  Board. This p a r t i c u l a r  piec e of l e g i s l a t i o n  should 
be in c o m p l e t e d  form r e l a t i v e l y  soon and wiil be r e a d y  for 
introduction. As to the Board of G o v e r n o r s  of the A l a s k a  
Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  (AS 0 8 . 0 8 . 0 4 0 ) ,  the Governor  b e l i e v e s  that 
■it is a p p r o p r i a t e  that this board be continued. As you 
m ay be aware, there h a s  been some d i s c u s s i o n  in the past 
as to w h e t h e r  or not there s hould be a lay person on the 
iDoard; this i s ^ h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to determine. C e r t a i n l y  
it is a p p r o p r i a t e  that the b o a r d  be continued. As to the 
B o a r d  of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  (AS 08.99.010), the G o v e r n o r  
will not be submitting l e g islation for the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
this board.

I w o u l d  be pleas ed to d i s c u s s  this with further, should 
you wish.

S i n c e r e l y ,

y

Keith W, Specking 
Legis l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  
to the G o v ernor
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S t a t e  o f  A  x.  a  s k a

J  c  .v r. a i '

J a n u a r y  28, 1981

The . n o rs r ie  P a t r ic k  .-.odey
^ '  -1 *. ’  r  ^  C ~  C^ -u j ’jric,Lc

P o u c h  VJune at: , AK 19 811

In r e p l y  to y o u r  l etter  c o n c e r n i n g  sunset of several 
r e g u l a t o r y  board s, I'd l i k e  to f u r n i s h  you the f o l l o w i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n .

F r o m  the G o v e r n o r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  the C o l l e c t i o n  A g e n c y  
B o a r d  (AS 08.24.011) is a b o a r d  that r.ight well be t e r­
m i n a t e d  , and the G o v e r n o r  d o e s  net intend to i n t r o d u c e  
l e g islation or tale a n y  e f f o r t  to see that that p a r t i c u l a r  
b o a r d  is c o n t i n u e d  in force  a f t e r  J u n e  30, 1980. A s  for 
t h e  G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  a n d  C o n t r o l  Board (AS 08.54.01 0), the 
G o v e r n o r  is v e r y  m u c h  i n t e r e s t e d  in s eeing that this board 
is c o n t i n u e d  and has d r a f t e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  m a k i n g  some a m e n d­
m e n t s  to the s t a t u t e s  r e l a t i n g  to the G u i d e  L i c e n s i n g  and 
C o n t r o l  Board. This p a r t i c u l a r  piece of l e g i s l a t i o n  should 
b e  in c o m p l e t e d  form, r e l a t i v e l y  soon ar.d v/ill be r e a d y  for 
itiroducticr.. A s  to the B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s  of the A l a s k a  
La;; A s s o c i a t i o n  (AS 0 3 . 0 8 . 0 4 0 ) ,  the G o v e r n o r  b e l i e v e s  that 
i is a p p r o p r i a t e  that t h i s  b o a r d  be continued. As you 
m a y  be a w a r e , there h a s  b e e n  s o m e  d i s c u s s i o n  in the pas't 
as to w h e t h e r  o r  not there s h o u l d  be a lay p e r s o n  o n  the 
b oard; t h i s  is{y!;he L e g i s l a t u r e  to d e t e r m i n e .  C e r t a i n l y  
it i 1' a p p r o p r i a t e  that the b o a r d  be continued. As to the 
: of W e l d i n g  E x a m i n e r s  (.AS A 7 .99.010), the G o v e r n o r
w-.il n o t  be s u b m i t t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  fcr the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
t h i s  board.

I w o u l d  be p l e a s e d  to d i s c u s s  this w i t h  further, s h o u l d  
y o u  wish.

S i n c e r e l y ,

r\c — w!* *\. jj0 0 CKinc 
L e g i s l a t i v e  /Assistant 

the Governor
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R I C H A R D  D S A V E L L  

H U G H  G W A D E

Ja n u a r y  7, 1981

The H o n o r a b l e  
P a t r i c k  M. Roc’ey 
A l a s k a  State Senate 
State C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
P c u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear S e n a t o r  Rodey:

The e n c l o s e  1 is the? m a t e r i a l  the A l a s k a  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  p r e­
par e d  last y e a r  in r e s ponse to the H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e ' s  
re q u e s t  for i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  the Bar's functions and a c t i v­
ities. Kevin  Bruce, w h o  has seen this material, asked that you 
be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  a copy. W h i l e  the m a j o r i t y  of the i n f o r m a t i o n  
p r o v i d e d  is still useful, p l e a s e  realiz e that the A s s o c i a t i o n  has 
u n d e r g o n e  a n u m b e r  of s u b s t a n t i a l  changes over the last year ai.d the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  does n o t  c l e a r l y  reflect w h a t  I w o u l d  charact \ z e  as the 
r e c e n t  a d v ance s m a d e  by the Association.

Specifi cally, the B o a r d  of G o v e r n o r s  of the A l a s k a  Br is 
w o r k e d  to g u a r a n t e e  that c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  attorneys are, never
possible, m u c h  m o r e  q u i c k l y  processed. In addition, the Be has
gone on r e cord as not o p p o s i n g  a controlled audit of its con iential 
records  by the l egislature. Further, the Board is continual.i r e f i n­
ing its a d m i s s i o n s  p r o c e s s e s  and, in light of recent "liberalizing" 
d e c i s i o n s  by the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  Court in this area, the Board is 
r e v i e w i n g  a n umber of r e s i d e n c y  issues that are integral to the Bar 
as w e  know it. T h e s e  are m a t t e r s  w h i c h  the A s s o c i a t i o n  dealt w i t h  
t h r o u g h o u t  1980, and the impact of those d e c i s i o n s  and changes are 
not r e f l e c t e d  in the s t a t i s t i c s  c o m p i l e d  by the Bar staff for the 
H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y ' s  s u n s e t  r evi ew of the Association.
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I e n j o y e d  m e e t i n g  Mr. Bruce, and look f o r ward to a s s i s t i n g  ycu 
and y o u r  staff d u r i n g  the u p c o m i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e  session.

On b e h a l f  of the Board of Govern ors, I w o u l d  like to thank ycu 
for the time y o u  took to m e e t  w i t h  some of the Board m e m b e r s  in early 
December, and 1  k n o w  that y o u r  w o r d s  h a v e  left the B o a r d  feeling con­
fident that t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  shall e m e r g e  from this s e s s i o n  w i t h  the 
sun overhead.

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

A L A S K A  BAR A S S O C I A T I O N

Randall P. Burns 
Execu t i v e  D i r e c t o r

wj

E n c l o s u r e

CC: B o a r d  of G o v e rnors
M a r v i n  S. Frankel, Bar Counsel



Alaska Jiiate legislature
Senate

Committee on  ju d ic ia r y  Pouch v
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811
J a n u a r y  19, 1981

Mr. R a n d a l l  P. Burns 
E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  
A l a s k a  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
P.O. Box 279 
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 99510

D e a r  Randall;

T h a n k  y o u  for f o r w a r d i n g  the m a t e r i a l  p r e v i o u s l y  p r e p a r e d  
for the 1980 H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  Committee. I'm sure it will be 
h e l p f u l  to the c o m m i t t e e  in its del iberations.

S e n a t o r  Rod ey has a s s u r e d  m e  that S e n a t e  Bill 11 wil l be a 
p r i o r i t y  item in his committee, so I'm sure we will be 
s p e a k i n g  soon.

T h a n k s  again.

Si

C o m m i t t e e  Aid

Official Business

K B / d s



Official Business

Alaska Jitaie Jlit^xsicdntt

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Com m ittee on $ udicU ry Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99S11

March 12, 1980

The H o n o r a b l e  Terry Gardiner 
Speaker of the House 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch Y, State Capitol 
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

Dear Mr. Speaker:

In compliance with AS 44.66.010 - 060 and 
Speaker of the House on January 15, 1980, 
ciary C o m mittee has conducted a revi e w  of 
Association. By letter of July 31, 1979, 
notified the Committee of the forthcoming 
by p e r m i t t i n g  advance work to be done during the interim 
b e t ween legislative sessions.

referral bv the 
the House Judi- 
the Alaska Bar 
the Speaker had 
referral, there-

The
i t

Alaska 
not'it is not a 

/ Ithe Sunset 
(  Legislative

B a r Association has

g g a n s m and"
taken the position "that 

iSaJLJ.X  is not subiec'tfto*

for no

review p r o c e s s T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  refused the 
e Audi t o r  access to some of its records; there- 

performance audit has been conducted.

On November 7, 1979 the Committee requested information on 
87 points; by letter of January 30, 1980 and a 71-page 
booklet, The Alaska Bar A s s o c i a t i o n , February 1980, the 
A s sociation answered completely"73 of the 87 points. 
A n o ther 13 points w e r e  addressed by the Alaska Bar A s s o c i­
ation, but w e r e  not answered completely because of stated 
lack of adequate or feasibly retrievable information. On 
one point, a request for a copy of the card Index on d i s­
cipline, the Alaska Bar Association refused to reply, 
stating that it could not release this confidential infor­
mation to the House Judiciary Committee.

In addition to receiving testimony during interim h e a r­
ings , the Committee held 2 hearings to receive public 
testimony in Juneau. Also, 2 teleconference hearings 
were h e l d  to obtain testimony from Anchorage, Fairbanks, 
Kodiak. Valdez, Ketchikan, Sitka and Nome. Written testi­
mony was received from 6 persons ar.d the Kenai Peninsula
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Bar Association. Oral testimony was received from about 
15 persons. Witnesses included the president, p r e s i d e n t­
elect, two former presidents, and three members of the 
present Board of Governors of the Association; the O m­
budsman, and a number of attorneys.

The A l a s k a  Supreme Court has delegated no the Association 
the responsibility for admissions and discipline, and by 
statute the Association may propose court rules or rule 
changes. All attorneys practicing in Alaska are required 
to be members of the Association, and to pay dues ( n w  
$180.00 per year). Statutory authority is AS 08.08.010 - 
250, commonly called the Integrated Bar Act, and some 
members of the Bar seem to feel that authority also r e­
sides in the inherent power of the Alaska Supreme Court.

The Committee found that the Association is conducting a 
number of worthwhile activities. Unfortunately, it is not 
clear that most of these are benefiting the general public 
as opposed to Association members. (If, as it claims, the 
A s sociation is not a State agency, it would be under no 
obligation to benefit the general public.)

In some ways one of the most disturbing revelations was 
the extent to which attorneys form a closed corporation. 
The Association comprises *11 attorneys in the State', N O  
only its members may pract*Tce~lnw, it is in charge of 
admissions to the Bar and of discipline of its members, 
it nominates the three attorneys 'who sit on the Judi ;al 
Council, whi c h  in turn sends judgeship nominees to the 
Governor, judges must themselves be attorneys, and the 
A ssociation furnishes nine members of the Board of 
Directors of Alaska Legal Services Corporation. Only in 
the disciplinary hearing and attorney fee review commit­
tees is there any lay presence. There seems to be at 
present no provision for the exercise of supervisory 're­
sponsibility by the elected representatives of the people. 
The position of the Court System on the Alaska Bar A s s o­
ciation sunset is included as an appendix to this report.

The Committee received more complaints and more testi­
mony on the subject of Bar examinations than ori any other 
subject: related to the Alaska Bar Association. A  majcr 
defect in the administration of the Alaska examination is 
that it is prepared and graded by persons who, while 
skilled attorneys, are amateurs in testing. Professional­
ism is needed in both the preparation and grading of the
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examination to ensure that the examination will score 
persons only on relevant factors. The training of the 
preparers and graders should be financed by the income 
derived each year from the administration of the bar 
examination (about $16,000 anticipated in 1980, not in­
cluding the costs of any litigation which may arise from 
the e x a m i n a t i o n ) .

There appears to be no discrimination against w o m e n  in 
the Alaska Bar Association. Alaska has one of the h i g h­
est percentages of wo m e n  lawyers in the United States 
and, specifically, the highest percentage of women on 
its Board of Governors. In fact, the president of the 
Alas k a  Bar Association is a v;oman.

A l t h o u g h  no apparent preference for non-minorities is 
shown, there is a disparity in the numbers of minorities 
versus non-minorities in the Alaska Bar Association. 
Ethnic minorities are poorly represented in the Alaska 
Bar Association. Present membership from these ethnic 
groups is as follows:

To the best of our knowledge, 12 Native people have been 
admitted to the Alaska Bar since Statehood. The only 
reliable statistics available are those reflecting cur­
rent membership. Because the problem of low r e p resenta­
tion of minorities in the Alaska Bar Association has not 
been addressed adequately in the past, reasons for this 
situation cannot be determined at this time.

The Judiciary Committee recognizes that the percentage 
of minorities failing the Alaska bar examination, c o m­
pared with the percentage of non-minority persons fail­
ing, is disproportionately high. The Committee believes 
that this disparity may be caused in part by cultural 
f a c t o r s .

The Committee does not believe that the Alaska Bar A s s o­
ciation intends to discriminate against minorities. The 
Committee commends the Board of Governors' Legal E d u c a­
tional Opportunities Committee for its work in gathering 
statistics regarding minorities in the Alaska Bar A s s o­
ciation. The Committee urges the Board of Governors to

Alaska Native 
Black
As ian-American 
Hispanic

5
ZT
7
r
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continue this w o r k  so that accurate minority pass rates 
may be established.

The Committee urges the Board of Governors to develop a 
program w h i c h  will speak to the statistics reflecting 
minority representation in the Ala s k a  Bar Association 
and the apparently low percentage of m i n o r i t y  and n o n­
minority individuals who pass the bar examination.

The Committee urges the Board of Governors to be aware 
of the disparity in minority p a r t i c i p a t i o n .in the bar 
and to direct its Committee of Bar Examiners to contin­
ually scrutinize the preparation and grading of the 
examination for possible cultural biases.

The Committee urges the Board of Governors to look into 
establishing some other criteria for evaluating an in­
dividual's competency to practice law in the State.

When, after completion of testimony, the Committee began 
its deliberations, the diversity of opinion was clearly 
evident. Apparently no one believed that the Alaska Bar 
Association should be extended for the m a x i m u m  four 
years. Some members wanted to treat attorneys like 
other professionals, with a board to handle admissions 
and d ’scipline; others preferred to make the Supreme 
Court directly responsible for those functions; and a 
third group preferred a short extension together with 
appropriate statute changes. The last v i e wpoint was 
finally adopted.

Findings required by AS 44.66.050(d) follow:

(1) an identification of the problems or the 
needs that the programs ar.d activities of the board, 
commission or agency are intended to address ;

F i n d i n g : The Ala s k a  Bar Association is intended to
address the need for admission and disci­
pline of attorneys in the State.

(2) a statement, to the extent practicable, 
of the objectives of the program of the board, c o m­
mission, or agency program, and its anticipated 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s ;

F i n d i n g : The objectives are to upgrade the Bar in 
terms of education, competence, and
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professionalism of its members, and to 
perform some services for the general 
p u b l i c .

(3; an identification of any other programs
having similar, conflicting or duplicate objectives;

F i n d i n g : There are no other programs having similar
or conflicting objectives.

(4) an assessment of alternative-methods of 
achieving the purposes of the program;

F i n d i n g : The responsibilities could be turned over
to .he Supreme Court or to a professional
board in the Division of Occupational 
Licensing. The Committee has considered 
these alternatives but believes that they 
are not feasible at"this time.

(5) an assessment of the consequences of eli­
minating the board, commission or p r o gram and 
consolidating its activities with another program, 
or of funding it at a lower level;

F i n d i n g : The -Association could not be eliminated
unless some other agency were responsible 
for the functions.

(6) a justification for the recommended con­
tinuation or extension of the board, commission or
program, and an explanation of the manner in which 
it avoids duplication of or conflict w i t h  other 
e f f o r t s ;

F i n d i n g : The extension of the Association for one
year will permit time for a more thorough 
review and there is no duplication of other 
e f f o r t s .

(7) any other information which, in the opinion 
of the committee, would improve the performance of 
the board, commission or agency w i t h  respect to its 
representation of and responsiveness to the public 
i n t e r e s t ;

F i n d i n g : Information which would improve the p e r­
formance of the Association is included in
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other portions of this report or in legis­
lation to be introduced by the House 
Judiciary C o m m i t t e e .

The House Judiciary Committee finds that:

(1) The Alaska Bar Assoc i a t i o n  should be extended 
until June 30, 1981.

(2) Statutory changes are needed in the public 
interest. The Committee will propose a bill 
'incorporating these changes.

Charles H. P a r r , Chairman

Hals A. A n d e r s o n , jr.

Ramona L. Barnes

Frea E. Brown

Thelma Sue .0 1 at

Hugh Malone.

Terry Martin

Patrick M. 0'Connell 

Randy Phillips
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Alaska Jitaie l̂egislature
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Senate
Committee on Jud ic iary  Pouch v

Stole Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99S11

JOINT MEETING 
OF

SENATE & HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEES

Monday, February 16, 1981 

A G E N D A

CALL TO ORDER

SB 11 "An Act continuing the existence of the Board of 
Governors of the Alaska Bar Association; and 
providing for an effective date."

- William B. Rozell, President 
Alaska Bar Association

Brief overview of the Alaska Bar Association 
Board of Governors' activities.

SB 29 "An Act relating to nuclear materials."

Adoption of Committee Substitute.

RECESS
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/  f llt fS x r f & * )/ & & £ ; i  AJC.
M f  '*? r ,& >f£*sn>A //fc~ @ & > r. ^ 7 -lj a / s
* ' /  r w e r s .  M o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y , it sets o u t  w h o  m a y  p r a c t i c e  lav/ in 

/  -jaska (A.S. 08.08.210), m a k e s  u n l a w f u l  p r a c t i c e  a m i s d e m e a n o r  (A.S.
0 8 .0 8 .230) and p r o v i d e s  for Supreme C o u r t  r e v i e w  of d i s c i p l i n a r y  
p r o c e e d i n g s  of the A l a s k a  B ar A s s o c i a t i o n .  (A.S. C8.08.220) A . S .
0 8 .0 8 ..205 and .207 is an a t t e m p t  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  to a l l o w  c e r t a i n  
persons who h a v e  not g r a d u a t e d  from an a c c r e d i t e d  l a w  s c hool to take 
the bar e x a m i n a t i o n  and b e  a d m itted to p r a c t i c e  in A l a s k a .  T h e s e  
particular sections, l o w e r i n g  bar a d m i s s i o n  standards , h a v e  n e v e r  
been a p p roved by the S u p r e m e  Court, and are p r o b a b l y  an i n v a l i d  
attempt b y  the l e g i s l a t u r e  to invade  the m a t t e r  of b a r  a d m i s s i o n s  - 
a m a t t e r  w h i c h  is w i t h i n  the j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  
Court.

I. A. A L A S K A  S U PREME COURT:

Ihe A l a s k a  S u p r e m e  Court has the i n h e r e n t  p o w e r  o v e r  the 
p r a c t i c e  of law, and the s u s p e n s i o n  and d i s b a r m e n t  of attorn e y s .
In re McKay, 416 P . 2d 823 (Alaska 1964) *jas the v e h i c l e  for  the 
c o u r t  to set forth xts i n h e r e n t  p o w e r  and d i s p l a c e  the l e g i s l a t u r e 1 
power o v e r  the p r a c t i c e  of l a w  in A l aska. U n t i l  M c K a y , the 
le g i s l a t u r e  c o n t r o l l e d  the p r a c t i c e  ct law and the B o a r d  of 
G o v e r n o r s  had j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  a t t o r n e y  a c t i v i t i e s .  (See 

. 0 8 . 0 8 . 2 2 0 )  T he S u p r e m e  C o u r t  now m a k e s  all d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  
^ r e l e v a n t  to q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of a t t o r n e y  p r a c t i c e .

F r o m  time to time, the l e g i s l a t u r e  i n t e r f e r e s  in the p r a c t i c e  
of law in Alaska. A t t e m p t s  are m a d e  from time to time to e n a c t  
legisl a t i o n  a mend i n g  the Bar Act, r e q u i r i n g  that n o n - l a w y e r s  be 
on the B o a r d  of Governors, or a d m i t t i n g  the w i f e  of one of t h e  
le gislators  to the pract i c e  of law. T h e s e  g e n e r a l l y  do not 
succeed, a l t h o u g h  in 1976, the l e g i s l a t u r e  e n a c t e d  a law a l l o w­
ing s u b s t i t u t e d  e d u c a t i o n  in lieu of g r a d u a t i o n  from an A B A -  
a p p roved law school. (A.S. 08.08.205-207) T h i s  law has n e v e r  

V been implemented.

Over the years, the Bar Rules have  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  to set forth 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the C o u r t  and the Bar A s s o c i a t i o n .  In 
1976, a s evere c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  over t h e  r i g h t  to take 
the bar exam. In A p p l i c a t i o n  of S u l l i v a n , 551 P . 2d 531 (June 
14, 1 9 7 G ) , the C o u r t  (in a 3-2 d e c i s i o n  w i t h  a s t r o n g  dissent) 
allowed an a p p l i c a n t  w h o  had filed late to take the bar e x a m i n a­
tion, reasoni ng th at the c o u r t  had the i n h e r e n t  p o w e r  to do so, 
and there w e r e  special c i r c u m s t a n c e s  in the case. As r e c o g n i z e d  
by the dissent, the d e c ision was d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a r y  to a p r e v i o u s  
d e c i s i o n  of the court two years b e f o r e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to a n o t h e r  
applicant, and, m o r e  importantly, w a s  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a r y  to the 
Bar Rules, and the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  and 
the C o u r t  as set forth in Bar Rule 60(b), w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  r u l e  
a m e n d m e n t s  to be a p p ro ved by the Board of G o v e r n e r s  prior to 
being a d opted by the S u p r e m e  Court.

B. T R I A L  COURTS:

The S u p e r i o r  C o u r t  is the trial c o u r t  of g e n e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n .
It, and the S u p r e m e  Court, are c r e a t e d  by the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  
J u n e a u

January 28, 19Si

The H o n o rable Patrick  Rodey 
A l a s k a  state Senate 
Touch V
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Soj-vateir^Rochjy:

In reply to your letter concerning sunset of several 
regulatory boards, I'd like to furnish you the following 
information.

From the Governor's perspective, the C olle ction Agency 
Board (AS 08.24.011) is a board that m i g h t  well be t e r­
minated, and the G o v ernor does not intend to introduce 
legislation or take any e f f o r t  to see that that particular 
board is c ontinued in force after June 30, 1980. As for 
the Guide Licensing and Control Board (AS 08.54.010), the 
Governo r is very much  interested in seeing that this board 
is continued and has drafted leg islation making some a m e n d­
ments to the statutes relating to the Guide Licensing and 
Control Board. This particular  piece of legislation should 
be in completed  form r elatively soon and will be ready for 
introduction. As to the Board of Governors of the Alaska 
Bar Assoc i a t i o n  (AS 08.08.040), the Governor believes that 
it is a p pr opriate that this board be continued. As you 
may be aware, there has been some d isc ussion in the past 
as to w h ether or not there should be a lay person on the 
board; this i s ^ h e  L egislatur e to determine. Certainly 
i1: is appropriate that the board be continued. As to the 
Board of Welding E x a m ine rs (AS 08.99.010), the Governor 
will not be submitting legislation for the continuation of 
this board.

I would be pleased to discu ss this with further, should 
you wish.

S i n c e r e l y ,

Keith W. Specking 
Le gislative  Assistant 
to the Governor
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