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S e n a t o r  Pat R o d e y  
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Re: H o u s e  Bill 332

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R o d e y :

La s t  T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  8, 1982, the S t ate House, in its 
w i s d o m ,  saw fit to p a s s  HB332, a c o p y  of w h i c h  is h e r e t o

■'•hed. Th i s  Bi l l  g r a n t s  i m m u n i t y  to a v i a t i o n  fuel r e f i n e r s  
foj. ivil l i a b i l i t y  for c o n t a m i n a t e d  o r  impure fuel w h i c h  th e y  
m a n u f a c t u r e  or deliver.

It is i n c o n c e i v a b l e  to i m a g i n e  a p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  
w h i c h  is more d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s e d  to the i n t e r e s t s  of y o u r  
c o n s t i t u e n t s  th a n  t h i s  p i e c e  of legislation. A  large m a j o r i t y  
of A l a s k a n s  are r e q u i r e d  to u t i l i z e  a i r c r a f t  as a p r i m a r y  
m e a n s  of  travel, for b o t h  b u s i n e s s  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes. 
U n d e r  HB332, the a r i e v o u s  i n j u r i e s  a n d / o r  death chat m a y  be 
c a u s e d  as a r e s u l t  of fuel refiners' n e g l i g e n t l y  a n d / o r  
d e f e c t i v e l y  m a n u f a c t u r e d ,  s t o r e d  o r  d e l i v e r e d  p r o d u c t s  w o u l d  
go unco m p e n s a t e d .

A s i t u a t i o n  c o u l d  e a s i l y  be- i m a g i n e d  w h ere a 747, w i t h  
2 0 0 -300 people on b o a r d  m i g h t  c r a s h  on t a k e - o f f  b e c a u s e  of 
c o n t a m i n a t e d  fuel w h i c h  had o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  and w a s  the 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of a fuel refiner, o r  that you or I m i g h t  m e e t  
the same fate in light a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t i o n .  W h y  one of the 
larg e s t  c o m m e r c i a l  c o n c e r n s  in the U n i t e d  States s h o u l d  be 
q r a n t e d  i mmunity u n d e r  su c h  s i t u a t i o n s  d e f i e s  re a s o n  a n d  
c r i e s  of injustice.

U n d e r  o u r  p r e s e n t  legal system, the r e f i n e r s  have a m ple 
s a f e g u a r d s  to p r o t e c t  t h e i r  interests, in that p r oof m u s t  be 
e s t a b l i s h e d  of c o n t a m i n a t e d  fuel w h e n  it left t h e i r  c u s t o d y  
or control.

Ti.xs p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  will be r e f e r r e d  to the Senate 
w i t h i n  the n e x t  s e v e r a l  days. I w o u l d  r e q u e s t  if y o u  w o u l d  
be kind e n o u g h  to k e e p  me cidvised of its progress.



S e n a t o r  Pat R o d e y  
P a g e  2
A p r i l  12, 1982

I w o u l d  f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  in h a v i n g  
the same d e f e a t e d .

L A L / c b

E n c l o s u r e
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