
■I



C O M M ITTEE  REPORT 
S EN A T E

!,/28/82 FURTHER: Finance

D a t e

Mr .  P r e s i d e n t :  uLALTIi, E D U C A T I O N  &

S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  . . . S C R  55
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n __________________________________ has had_________________

C r o a t l u g  the Liue R i b b o n  C o m m i s s i o n  on the S t a t u s  of M o u n t  C d g e c u m  H i g h  
S c h o o l

u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and ( a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  ( t h e  c o m m i t t e e )  
r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :

[ ]

[ ] 

[ X ]

[ ] 

I ] 

[ ]

do p a s s  [ ] do n o t  pa s s

do p a s s  w i t h  a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t s ( s )

r e p l a c e  w i t h  CS f o r  _______________________________

and r e c o m m e n d s  ________

[ ] same t i t l e  
[ j new t i t l e

AND a t t a c h e s  a " L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t "  [ ] New F i s c a l  N o t e

r e p o r t s  i t  b a c k  w i t h o u t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e

MEMBERS S IGNI NG 
DO PASS

C o m m i t t e e

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

•**... b .. y' ** 
 : — - :___

. —- —

S 60 (Rev. 12/78)

CHAIRMAN



MT\ E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  1 9 8 1 - 8 2  

■ ' . M I S S  E L E A N O R  W E E D M A N

IT I S  A G R E A T  P R I V I L E G E  T O  BE H E R E  W I T H  Y O U  T O D A Y  T O  S H A R E  M Y  

F E E L I N G S ,  AS  W E L L  A S  T H E  F E E L I N G S  O F  T H E  S T U D E N T S ,  P A R E N T S ,  A N D  M A N Y  

C O N C E R N E D  P E O P L E  A B O U T  A V E R Y  S E R I O U S  H A T T E R  W H I C H  W I L L  H A V E  S U C H  A 

T E Z M E D O U S  I M P A C T  O N  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A .

T H E R E  A R E  M A N Y  R E A S O N S  W H Y  W E  F E E L  T H E  C L O S U R E  O F  M T E . D G E C U M B E  

H I G H  S C H O O L  W I L L  B E  A T E R R I B L E  M I S T A K E .  Y O U  A R E  P R O B A B L Y  W E L L  A W A R E  

OF  T H E  I M P O R T A N T  H O L E  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  P L A Y E D  IN A L A S K A  S I N C E  1 9 ^ 7 .

MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  E A R N E D  A N E X C E L L E N T  R E P U T A T I O N  F O R  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  

AND H A S  B E E N  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  P R O D U C I N G  O U T S T A N D I N G  L E A D E R S  I N  T H E  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A .  T H E R E  A R E  T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  B E C O M E  O R  P R E S E N T L Y  T R A I N I N G  T O  

B E C O M E  D O C T O R S ,  L A W Y E R S ,  T E A C H E R S ,  S O M E  IN C O L L E G E S  A N D  A  F E W  W H O  A R E  

T R A I N I N G  TO W O R K  F O R  T H E I R  N A T I V E  C O R P O R A T I O N S  O R  M A K I N G  M A N Y  O T H E R  

K I N D S  O F  V A L U A B L E  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E I R  ST A T E .

T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A N D  P E O P L E  O F  A L A S K A  H A V E  B E E N  W A N T I N G  M O R E  N A T I V E  

A L A S K A N  L E A D E R S  IN  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  W H I C H  R E Q U I R E S  G O O D  E D U C A T I O N .

WE B E L I E V E  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  O F F E R S  T H A T  E D U C A T I O N S  T H A T  W I L L  P R E P A R E  

S T U D E N T S  TO  GO O N T  T O  T R A I N I N G  O R  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N .

IF MT. E D G E C U M B E  C L O S E S ,  I B E L I E V E  T H A T  T H E R  W I L L  B E  A G R E A T E R  

I N C R E A S E  O F  D R O P O U T S .  T H E R E  A R E  S T U D E N T S  I H A V E  K N O W  F R O M  M Y  R E G I O N ,

AS W E L L  A S  F R O M  O T H E R  A R E A S , W H O  H A V E  D R O P P E D  O U T  A N D  L A T E R  A T T E N D E D  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  A N D  T H E N  S U C C E S S F U L L Y  C O M P L E T E D  T H E I R  H I G H  S C H O O L  

E D U C A T I O N ,  M A K I N G  U S E  O F  T H E M S E L V E S  AS G O O D  C I T I Z E N S .

MT. E D G E C U M B E  D O E S  N O T  O N L Y  H A V E  C O U R S E S  F O R  I N T E L L E G E N T  & T A L E N T E D  

S T U D E N T S ,  B U T  H A S  C O U R S E S  F O R  A V E R A G E  S T U D E N T S  A N D  S T U D E N T S  W H O  N E E D  

S P E C I A L  E D U C A T I O N .



V.'E H A V E  T E A C H E R S  & D O R I K T O R Y  S T A F F  W H O  V E R Y  O F T E N  SP.END M A N Y  H O U R S  TO'

T A K E  T I K E  W O R K I N G  WITH' S T U D E N T S  P E R S O N A L  N E r >. S O M E  H A V E  B E E N  W O R K I N G  

F O R  2 9  Y E A R S  O R  M O R E  A N D  S T I L L  E N J O Y  W O R K I N G  F O R  MT. E D G E C U M B E  A N  

T E A C H I N G  T H E  S T U D E N T S .  B E C A U S E  O F  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  M A N Y  O F  T H E  T E A C H E R S  

A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  D O  R E M A I N  F O R  A  L O N G  P E R I O D  O F  T I M E ,  T H I S  I S  AN 

A D V A N T A G E  F O R  T H E Y  L E A R N  H O W  T O  U N D E R S T A N D  A N D  W O R K  I W T H  T H E  S T U D E N T S ,  

W H E R E A S  I N  T H E  V I L L A G E S ,  F R O M  M Y  O B S E R V A T I O N ,  T H E  T E A C H E R S  D O  N O T  S T A Y  

V E R Y  L O N G .  B E C A U S E  O F  T H I S ,  T H E Y  D O  N O T  A D J U S T  T O  T H E  S T U D E N T S  O R  

C O N D I T I O N S  A N D  G E T  T O  K N O W  A N D  U N D E R S T A N D  T H E M  A S  W E L L .  T H E R E  I S  

N O T  T H E  CON/INUITY T H A T  M T . E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  P R O V I D E S .

W H E N  I W A S  A T T E N D I N G  T H E  S C H O O L  IN M Y  H O M E T O W N  I W A S  I N  A 

C A L S S R O O M  W H I C H  C O N S I S T E D  O F  3 S U B J E C T S .  IN  O N E  P A R T  O F  T H E  R O O M  A 

S U B J E C T  W A S  B E I N G  T A U G H T ,  IN T H E  O T H E R  P A R T  T H E R E  W E R E  2 S U B J E C T  B E I N G  

T A U G H T  B Y  O N E  T E A C H E R .

T H E  C L A S S E S  I N  M A N Y  V I L L A G E  H I G H  S C H O O L S  A R E  I N A D E Q U A T E  A N D  

U S U A L L Y  D O N ’T H E L P  S T U D E N T S  T O  B E N E F I T  F R O M  T H E M  A S  A C E D E M I C  W O R K  I S  N O T  

C O M P E T E T I V E . T H I S  IS M A I N L Y  B E C A U S E  IT  I S  V E R Y  D I F F I C U L T  F O R  T H E  S M A L L  

S T A F F  I N  T H E  B U S H  H I G H  S C H O O L S  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  T H E  C O U R S E S  H I G H  S C H O O L  

S T U D E N T S  N E E D .  B E C A U S E  O F  T H I S  L A C K  O F  C H A L L E N G I N G  W O R K  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S ,  

M A N Y  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  IN  T H E  V I L L A G E S  A R E  B E C O M I N G  I N V O L V E D  W I T H  D R U G S  

A N D  A L C O H O L .  T H E  N U M B E R  I S  D R A S T I C A L L Y  I N C R E A S I N G  E A C H  Y E A R .  IN  C O N T R A S T  

A T  NT. E D G E C U M B E  T H E R E  A R E  A W I D E  R A N G E  O F  A C T I V I T I E S ,  N U M E R O U S  O P P O R ­

T U N I T I E S  F O R  I N T E R A C T I O N  A N D  C H A L L E N G I N G  A C E D E M I C  W O R K  W H I C H  H E L P S  T H E  

S T U D E N T  T O  S T A Y  O C C U P I E D .  . '

IN MT. E D G E C U M B E  T H E R E  IS  A S T R I C T  P O L I C Y  C O N C E R N I N G  D R U G S  A N D
• •

A L C O H O L  W H I C H  H E L P S  T O  D I S C O U R A G E  M A N Y  S T U D E N T S  F R O M  U S I N G  T H E M .



‘ A N O T H E R  S T R I C T  P O L I C Y  W H I C H  I S  B E N E F I C I A L ,  I S  T H E  P O L I C Y  T H A T  F O R C E S
«

A L L  E T J L I H T S  T O  B E  O N  T I M E  A N D  A T T E N D  A L L  C L A S S E S  U N L E S S  I T  I S  

U N A V O I D A B L E ;  W H E R E A S  I N  T H E  V I L L A G E S  T A R D I E S  'AND A B S E N C E S  A R E  A B I G  

P R O B L E M .

S O M E  S T U D E N T S  W H O  A R E  Y E T  S T I L L  I N  G R A D E  S C H O O L  A R E  L O O K I N G  

F O R W A R D  T O  C O M I N G  T O  MT. E D G E C U M B E  F O R  T H E I R  H I G H  S C H O O L .  I H A V E  N O T  

O N L Y  G O T T E N  M Y  E D U C A T I O N  A T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  B U T  I ’V E  L E A R N E D  T O  M A K E  

C E R T A I N  D E C I S I O N S ,  B E C O M E  S E L F - R E L I A N T ,  A N D  B E  M O R E  R E S P O N S I B L E  B E C A U S E  

O F  T H E  W O R K  W E  A R E  R E Q U I R E D  T O  DO, B O T H  IN  T H E  D O R M  A N D  C L A S S ,  A N D  T H E

A C T I V I T I E S  I H A V E  P A R T I C I P A T E D  IN S U C H  AS, C O R S S - C O U N T R Y , T R A C K ,  D R I L L
/

T E A M ,  G Y M N A S T I C S  A N D  C L A S S  S E C R E T A R Y .  T H I S  Y E A R  I A M  A S S U M I N G  R E S P O N­

S I B I L I T I E S  A S  V I C E - P R E S I D E N T  O F  T H E  S T U D E N T  C O U N C I L .  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

T O  D E V E L O P  L E A D E R S H I P  A R E  L I M I T L E S S .  I H A V E  A L S O  C O M E  T O  K N O W  M Y  

P E R S O N A L  S A V I O R .

I F  IT  H A D N ' T  B E E N  F O R  M T . E D G E C U M B E ,  I W O U L D N ’T  H A V E  T H E  K N O W L E D G E  

I G A I N E D  W H I C H  W I L L  G R E A T L Y  A F F E C T  M Y  F U T U E R  P L A N S .  T H I S  I S  N O T  

P R O V I D E D  IN M Y  •'.HOMETOWN. T H E R E ,  B E C A U S E  T H E R E  A R E  F E W E R  S U B J E C T S  A N D  

E V E R Y O N E  K N O W S  O N E  A N O T H E R  W E L L ,  T H E  S T U D E N T S  A R E N ' T  M O T I V A T E D  T O  D O  

T H E I R  W O R K  I N  O R  O U T S I D E  C L A S S .  W H E N  I A T T E N D E D  MT. E D G E C U M B E  I SAW 

A B I G  D I F F E R E N C E  I N  A T T I T U D E  A N D  I N  E F F O R T  I N  D O I N G  M Y  W O R K  I N  A N D  

O U T S I D E  O F  C L A S S .

T H E  C H A N C E  O T  I N T E R A C T  W I T H  M A N Y  D I F F E R E N T  N A T I V E S  I N  V A R I O U S  

P A R T S  O F  A L A S K A  I S  A L S O  A G R E A T  O P P O R T U N I T Y  S T U D E N T S  H A V E  A T  MT. E D G E C U M B  

L I V I N G  AND W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R  H E L P S  U S  T O  G A I N  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  A N D  A F E E L I N G  

O F  U N I T Y .  T H I S  H E L P S  U S  TC  A D J U S T  TO,'.SITUATIONS W E  W I L L  H A V E  T O  F A C E  

L A T E R  I N  L I F E  W H E R E  W E  W I L L  N E E D . T O  M E E T  A N D  D E A L  W I T H  P E O P L E  F R O M
I

O U R  V A S T  S T A T E .



B E C A U S E  M Y  M O T H E R  A N D  A F E W  O T H E R  P E O P L E  F R O M  M Y  H O M E  C A N N O T  

R E A D ,  W R I T E  O R  S P E A K  V E R Y  G O O D  E N G L I S H  T H E Y  W A N T E D  M E  T O  S A Y  A F E W *

T H I N G S  A T  T H I S  M E E T I N G .  Q U O T E :  " W E  F E E L  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  A F F E C T E D  

S T U D E N T S  I N  M A N Y  D I F F E R E N T  W A Y S  W H I C H  P R O B A B L Y  N O  O T H E R  S C H O O L  I N  A L A S K A  

W O U L D .  T H E  S T U D E N T ^ A R E  L U C K Y  T O  H A V E  T H E  V A R I E T Y  O F  E D U C A T I O N S ,  A C T­

I V I T I E S ,  S T A F F  W O R K E R S  A N D  P R O V I D E D  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N .  W E  A R E  T H A N K F U L  

F O R  A L L  O F  T H A T ,  B U T  T O  H E A R  T H A T  I T  M I G H T  B E  C L O S E D  I S  M O R E  T H A N  A PITY.' 

U N Q U O T E .

M A N Y  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  W H O  F A V O R  C L O S I N G  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A V E  N E V E R  

A C T U A L L Y  V I S I T E D  O U R  S C H O O L  O R  T A L K E D  W I T H  S T U D E N T S  W H O S E  F U T U R E S  

W I L L  BE G R E A T L Y  A F F E C T E D .  I S  IT F A I R  T O  M A K E  S U C H  A  D E C I S I O N  W H I C H  

W I L L  G R E A T L Y  A F F E C T  M A N Y  0"' O U R  F U T U R E S  W I T H O U T  M A K I N G  A N  E F F O R T  T O  

P E R S O N A L L Y  I N S U R E  T H A T  I T  I S  T H E  R I G H T  D E C I S I O N ?

F O R  T H E  L A S T  T W O  Y E A R S  T H E  S T U D E N T  C O U N C I L ,  A S  W E L L  A S  T H E  S T U D E N T

B O D Y ,  H A S  E E E N  D O I N G  E V E R Y T H I N G  W I T H I N  O U R  P O W E R  T O  D E L A Y  T H E  C L O S U R E  

O F  O U R  S C H O O L .  W E  J O Y F U L L Y  A N D  G R E A T F U L L Y  R E C E I V E D  T H E  N E W S  T H A T  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  W I L L  BE O P E N  F O R  A N O T H E R  Y E A R .  H O W E V E R ,  T H E  

B A T T L E  IS N O T  Y E T  O V E R .  W E  M U S T  I N S U R E  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  

W I L L  BE H E R  F O R  M A N Y  Y E A R S  T O  C O M E  IN O R D E R  T O  M E E T  T H E  N E E D S  O F  T H O S E  

F U T U R E  L E A D E R S  O F  A L A S K A  W H O  S T I L L  H A V E  N E E D  O F  A S C H O O L  S U C H  A S

T H I S  IN O R D E R  T O  R E A C H  T H E I R  F U L L E S T  P O T E N T I A L .  W E  M U S T  N O T  R E S T  U N T I L

T H I S  G O A L  I S  A C H I E V E D .  W E  C A N N O T  A F F O R D  T O  B E C O M E  L A X  J U S T  B E C A U S E  

T H I S  S C H O O L  H A S  B E E N  G I V E N  A Y E A R ' S  R E P R I E V E .  T H E R E  I S  M U S T  W O R K  T O  DO. 

W E  W H O  W I L L  G R A D U A T E  N E X T  Y E A R  A N D  T H O S E  W H O  H A V E  G R A D U A T E D  AT  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  T H E  P A S T  Y E A R S  O W E  I T  T O  T H O S E  W H O  W I L L  F O L L O W  US T O  

G U A R A N T E E  T H A T  T H E Y  W I L L  H A V E  T H E  -SAME O P P O R T U N I T I T E S  T H A T  H A V E  B E E N  

A V A I L A B L E  T O  US. T H I S  IS A D E B T  T H A T  W E  O W E  T O  O U R  P E O P L E ,  O U R  S T A T E  

A N D  O U R  S C H O O L .  T H A T  I S  W H Y  I H A V E  C O M E  T O  S P E A K  T O  Y O U  T O D A Y .



I U N D E R S T A N D  T H E  R E A S O N S  F O R  T H E  P O S S I B L E  C L O S U R E  O F  O U R  S C H O O L ,

;___‘ I S N ' T  A D E Q U A T E L Y  M E E T I N G  T H E  N E E D S  O F  T H E  N A T I V E  P E O P L E  W I T H  A N Y

C O S T ?  I F  A L L  T H E  S M A L L  S C H O O L S  P R O V I D E D  A N  E Q U A L  E D U C A T I O N ,  W O U L D  I T  

N O T  C O S T  M O R E ?

W E  A R E  A L S O  V E R Y  C O N C E R N E D  A B O U T  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  A T  T H E  P R E S E N T  

T I M E  MT. E D G E C U M B E  W I L L  N O T  B E  A B L E  T O  E N R O L L  F R E S H M E N  F O R  T H E  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  

S C H O O L  Y E A R .  T H I S  A B I G  D I S A P P O I N T M E N T  B E C A U S E  W E  F E E L  T H A T  T H O S E  

F R E S H M E N  W H O  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  A T T E N D  MT. E D G E C U M B E  S H O U L D  H A V E  T H E  S A M E  

C H A N C E  T O  S H A R E  T H E  S A M E  V A L U A B L E  E X P E R I N E C E . I T  I S  O U R  H O P E  T H A T  

P E R H A P S  T H E  H O U S E  B I L L  N U M B E R  812 W O U L D  P R O V I D E  T H E  F U N D I N G  FOR 

A  F R E S H M E N  C L A S S .

I S  IT. F A I R  T O  T A K E  A W A Y  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  T H O S E  W H O  S T R O N G L Y  

A N D  D E E P L Y  B E L I E V E  T H A T  THIS. S C H O O L  I S  N E E D E D  T O  H E L P  T H E M  A C H I E V E  

T H E I R  F U T U R E  G O A L S ?

W E  W O U L D  A L S O  L I K E  V E R Y  M U C H  T O  S E E  T H E  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E  P A S S  

A M E A S U R E  T H A T  W O U L D  I N S U R E  F U N D I N G  F O R  MT. E D G E C U M B E  F O R  T H E  Y E A R S  

T O  C O M E .

W E  S T R O N G L Y  B E L I E V E  I T  W O U L D  B E  U N F A I R  T O  U S E  W H O  A R E  P R E S E N T L Y  

A T T E N D I N G  A N D  T H O S E  W H O  W I S H  T O  A T T E N D  I N  T H E  F U T U R E  T O  T A K E  A W A Y  T H I S  

O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  D E V E L O P  L E A D E R S H I P  W H I C H  H A S  A L R E A D Y  B E N E F I T T E D  S O  M A N Y

O F  U S  W H O  A R E  S T U D E N T S  A N D  G R A D U A T E S  O F  M T . E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .

W E  F E E L  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  IS E S S E N T I A L .  I T  I S  ‘v E R Y  H A R D  F O R  M E ,  

A S  W E L L  A S  T H O S E  W H O  B E L I E V E  S O  S T R O N G L Y  I N  MT. E D G E C U M B E  T O  T E L L  H O W  

V E R Y  D E E P L Y  M A N Y  O F  U S E  F E E L  A B O U T  O U R  S C H O O L  A N D  H O W  M U C H  W E  R E S P E C T  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  A N D  W H A T  I T  S T A N D S  FOR.

I C A N N O T  U R G E  Y O U  E N O U G H f  T O - D O  E V E R Y T H I N G  W I T H I N  Y O U R  P O W E R .  W E

N E E D  YOUR H E L P !  ! ! ! !



V/E A R E  P R O U D  O F  O U R  S C H O O L  A N D  F E E L  T H A T  A F R E S H M E N  C L A S S  S H O U L D  B E  

A L L O W E D  T O  E N R O L L  A N D  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  S H O U L D  R E M A I N  O P E N ,

N O T  O N L Y  N E X T  Y E A R  B U T  F O R  M A N Y  Y E A R S  T O  C O M E .  W E  W I L L  G R E A T L Y  APPRECIATE 

Y O U R  F U L L  A N D  A C T I V E  S U P P O R T  I N  H E L P I N G  U S  T O  K E E P  O U R  P R O U D  T R A D I T I O N  

G O I N G  S T R O N G ! ! !



MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 1931-82

M Y  N A M E  I S  B E N N Y  S T E V E N S t I A M  A J U N I O R  A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .

I A M  S P E A K I N G  TO  Y O U  T O N I G H T  F R O M  T H E  S T U D E N T S *  S T A N D P O I N T .  T H A N K  

Y O U  F O R  G I V I N G  M E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  S H A R E  W I T H  Y O U  T H E  R E A S O N S  

W H Y  I F E E L  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  I S  N E E D E D .

M A N Y  OF  T H E  V I L L A G E S ,  L I K E  M Y  OWN, S T E V E N S  V I L L A G E ,  A R E  V E R Y  S M A L L  

AND H I G H  S C H O O L S  B U I L T  IN T H E S E  V I L L A G E S  W O U L D  B E  I N A D E Q U A T E  I N  P R O­

V I D I N G  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  P R O V I D E S .  I T  I S  

V E R Y  D I F F I C U L T  F O R  O N E  OR  T W O  T E A C H E R S  T O  T E A C H  A L L  T H E  S U B J E C T S  

T H A T  T H E  A V E R A G E  H I G H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T  H A S  T O  K N O W  T O  E Q U I P  T H E M  TO  

BE S U C C E S S F U L  IN L I F E  O R  T O  P R E P A R E  T H E M  T O  B E N E F I T  T H E  M O S T  F R O M  

A C O L L E G E  E D U C A T I O N .

W I T H O U T  T R A V E L I N G  T O  D I F F E R E N T  A R E A S  O F  A L A S K A ,  H O W  A R E  W E  S U P P O S E D  

TO L E A R N  A B O U T  D I F F E R E N T  P E O P L E  A N D  C U L T U R E S ?  I F - W E  A R E  E X P O S E D  TO 

O N L Y  A F E W  P E O P L E  W H O  W E  K N O W  V E R Y  W E L L  O R  A R E  R E L A T E D  T O  I T  I S  

T O T A L L Y  I M P O S S I B L E  T O  ' IXPECT US  T O  A S S U M E  P O S I T I O N S  A S  F U T U R E  

L E A D E R S  W H O  W I L L  B E  A B L E  T O  M E E T  A N D  D E A L  W I T H  D I F F E R E N T  P E O P L E .

IT I S  G O O D  T O  H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  M E E T  A N D  L E A R N  A B O U T  O T H E R  

P E O P L E  A N D  T H E I R  C U L T U R E S  A N D  T H I S  IS ONE' O F  T H E  D E F I N I T E  A D V A N T A G E S  

O F  MT. E D G E C U M B E .  A N O T H E R  M A J O R  A D V A N T A G E  O F  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  I S  T H A T  

T H E  S C H O O L  I S  A B L E  T O  M E E T  T H E  N E E D S  O F  E V E R Y  I N D I V I D U A L .  F O R  E X A M P L E ,  

I F  A S T U D E N T  I S  B E H I N D  O R  I S  N O T  C A P A B L E  O F  T H E  W O R K  T H A T  H I S  C L A S S  

I S  D O I N G ,  H E  W I L L  BE  P U T  I N  A R E M E D I A L  C L A S S .  O R  Ifr A S T U D E N T  IS A T  A 

H I G H E R  L E V E L  O F  A C H I E V E M E N T ,  A D V A N C E D  C L A S S E S  A R E  P R O V I D E D — E V E N  

C O L L E G E  C L A S S E S  IN S O M E  I N S T A N C E .  S T I L L  A N O T H E R  M A J O R  A D V A N T A G E  IS 

T H A T  AT MT. E D G E C U M B E  S T U D E N T S  A R E  O N  T I M E  & A T T E N D  A L L  C L A S S E S  B E C A U S E  

T H E  P O L I C Y  I S  S T R I C T L Y  E N F O R C E D .



' O N  T H E  O T H E R  H A N D ,  I N  M A N Y  V I L L A G E  G R A D E  S C H O O L S  A N D  H I G H  S C H O O L S  

T i : S T U D E N T S  A R E  O F T E N  TAHD.Y O H  E V E N  S K I P  C L A S S E S .  S T U D E N T S  A R E  

O F T E N  N O T  M A T U R E  E N O U G H  T O  R E A L I Z E  T H A T  T H E  C L A S S E S  T H A T  T H E Y  S K I P  

W O U L D  B E N E F I T  T H E M  A N D  H E L P  T H E M  P R E P A R E  F O R  T H E I R  F U T U R E  E D U C A T I O N .  * 

O F T E N  T H I S  I S  R E A L I Z E D  T O O  L A T E .  T H I S  IS W H Y  T H E  D I S C I P L I N E  T H A T  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  M A I N T A I N S  I S  SO N E C E S S A R Y  I N  T H E  H I G H  S C H O O L  Y E A R S .

N O W  C O M I N G  T O  T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  A L C O H O L  & D R U G S  W H I C H  I S  A M A J O R  P R O B L E M  

T H A T  M U S T  BE D E A L T  W I T H  I N  A L L  H I G H  S C H O O L S  T O D A Y .  I F E E L  T H A T  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  A G O O D  S T R I C T  P O L I C Y  I N  T H I S  M A T T E R .  B E C A U S E  O F  

T H I S  T H E R E  IS M U C H  G R E A T E R  C O N T R O L  & T H U S ,  S T U D E N T S  A R E  L E S S  L I K E L Y  

T O  B E C O M E  I N V O L V E D  I N  D R U G S  & A L C O H O L .  AT  M T . E D G E C U M B E  T H E R E  A R E  

M A N Y  A C T I V I T I E S  & C H A L L E N G I N G  W O R K  T H A T  H E L P S  K E E P  T H E  S T U D E N T S  

I N T E R E S T E D  & B U S Y .  IN M A N Y  O F  T H E  S M A L L  V I L L A G E S  T H E  I S O L A T I O N  &

L A C K  O F  T H I N G S  T O  DO I S  A C O N T R I B U T I N G  F A C T O R  T O  T H E  I N V O L V E M E N T  

I N  A L C O H O L  A N D  D R U G S .

I F  MT. E D G E C U M B E  C L O S E S  N O T  O N L Y  IS T H E R E  T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  S M A L L  S C H O O L S  

T H A T  C A N N O T  P R O V I D E  E Q U A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  T H E R E  I S  A L S O  T H E  P R O B L E M  O F  

S T U D E N T S  L I K E  M E  W H O  D O  N O T  E V E N  H A V E  A H I G H  S C H O O L  I N  O U R  V I L L A G E S .

I A N D  M A N Y  O T H E R  S T U D E N T S  DO N O T  F E E L  T H A T  T H E  S T A T E  B O A R D I N G  H O M E  

P R O G R A M  I S  T H E  A N S W E R .  W E  DO N O T  F E E L  T H A T  T H E R E  I S  A N Y  O T H E R  

A C C E P T A B L E  A L T E R N A T I V E  B U T  T O  K E E P  MT. E D G E C U M B E  O P E N .  B E C A U S E  O F  

A L L  T H E  R E A S O N S  I H A V E  M E N T I O N E D  A N D  S O  M A N Y  M O R E  I H O P E  T H A T  Y O U  W I L L  

S E E  T H E  N E E D  F O R  M T . E D G E C U M B E  A N D  W I L L  C H A N G E  T H E  L A T E S T  D E C I S I O N  

T H A T  W A S  M A D E  T H A T  W O U L D  N O T  A L L O W  A F R E S H M A N  C L A S S  T O  E N R O L L  N E X T  Y E A R  

I H O P E  T H A T  A F R E S H M A N  C L A S S  W I L L  BE . A L L O W E D  T O  E N R O L L  A N D  T H A T  

F U N D I N G  F O R  T H E  S C H O O L  W I L L  EE P R O V I D E D  F O R  F U T U R E  Y E A R S .

T H A N K  Y O U  A L L  F O R  Y O U R  T I M E  A N D  A T T E N T I O N .



M y  n a m e  i s  M a r g a r e t  P h i l l i p s .  I a m  f r o m  C h u a t h b a l u k  a n d  a S e n i o r  
at Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e  s o m e  o f  m y  
r e a s o n s  w h y  M t . Edgecuinbe s h o u l d  r e m a i n  o p e n  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  

s c h o o l  y e a r .

M t . E d g e c u m b e  h a s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s e s  w h i c h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  n e e d  
t o  get a g o o d  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f r o m  h a v i n g  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  t a k i n g  
t h e s e  c l a s s e s  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  be a b l e  to m a k e  a b e t t e r  c h o i c e  a b o u t  
t h e i r  career. W h i l e  b e i n g  he* e t h e y  get b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  the 
o u t s i d e  w o r l d .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  t h e i r  o w n  a n d  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  by 
a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e y  a l s o  l e a r n  t o  be  m o r e  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  b l e n d  i n t o  t h e i r  o w n
c u l t u r e  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  their..

M t . E d g e c u m b e  h a s  h e l p e d  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p  l e a d e r s h i p  a b i l i t y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s  it has b e e n  open. W h a t  t h e  N a t i v e  p e o p l e  
w a n t  is m o r e  y o u n g  n a t i v e s  t o  b e c o m e  n a t i v e  l e a d e r s .

W h a t  is g o i n g  t o  b e c o m e  o f  t h e  N a t i v e s  o f  A l a s k a  i f  t h e y  c l o s e  
t h i s  s c h o o l .  T h i s  a q u e s t i o n  w e  c a n  not r e a l l y  a n s w e r .  I w o u l d  
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  'in k e e p i n g  M t . E d g e c u m b e  o p e n  a n d  i n  h e l p­
i n g  to m a k e  it p o s s i b l e  f o r  a f r e s h m e n  c l a s s  t o  a t t e n d  M t .
E d g e c u m b e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .

\
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. • M T .  E ' y O S C U K B E  H I G H  SCHOOI, '■ S 3 S 3W . M W W S  8 V

/  :■ event:.:-:, my  n a m e  i s  b r e n d a  w a l u k g a . i a m  f r o m  g a m e e l l ,  a w  i s o l a t e d

I S L A N D  W E A R  S I B E R I A .  O V E R  T H E  T H R E E  Y E A R S  T H A V E  A T T E N D E D  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  

I H A V E  C O M E  T O  H A V E  A V E R Y  D E E ?  F E E L I N G  T O W A R D S  M Y  S C H O O L .  T H A T  I S  W H Y  

I F E E L  I S H O U L D  S H A R E  M Y  F E E L I N G S  A B O U T  T H E  N E E D  F O R  MT. E D G E C U M B E .  I F  

I H A D  N O T  A T T E N D E D  MT. E D G E C U M B E  I W O U L D  N E V E R  H A V E  H A D  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  

T O  E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  M A N Y  A N D  V A R I E D  T H I N G S  T H A T  H A V E  C O M E  M Y  W A Y .

I W O U L D  N O T  H A V E  B E E N  A B L E  T O  T A K E  T H E  N U M E R O U S  A N D  C H A L L E N G I N G  

C O U R S E S  A N D  B E C O M E  I N V O L V E D  I N  A B U N D A N T  E X T R A  C U R R I C U L A R  A C T I V I T I E S  

S U C H  A S  D R I L L  T E A M ,  C L A S S  A C T I V I T I E S ,  B E I N G  S E L E C T E D  A S  A C A N D I D A T E  

I N  A N  E X C H A N G E -  P R O G R A M  W I T H  J A P A N  A N D  H A V I N G  T O  C O M P E T E  I N  T H E  S E M I­

F I N A L S .  I D E F I N I T E L Y  W O U L D  H A V E  N E V E R  H A D  T H E  D E S I R E  T O  S P E A K  I N  P U B L I C .

I S T R O N G L Y  B E L I E V E  T H A T  M T . E D G E C U M B E  S H O U L D  R E M A I N  O P E N .  C O M P A R I N G  

T H E  V I L L A G E  S C H O O L S  O F  A L A S K A  W I T H  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  R E V E A L S  A T R E M E N D O U S  

C O N T R A S T .

I N  _ M A N Y  V I L L A G E  S C H O O L S  T H E R E  I S  N O  U N I T Y  A M O N G  T H E  S T U D E N T S  

A N D  A L S O  T H E  T E A C H E R S .  I N  M T . E D G E C U M B E  T H I S  I S  A  O N E N E S S  T H A T  I S  

O B V I O U S .  W E  C O U L D  T R U L Y  S E L E C T  T H E  T H E M E  " W E  A R E  F A I M L Y "  F O R  T H E  

A L L  C L A S S  R E U N I O N  W H I C H  W A S  H E L D  R E C E N T L Y .  T H E  W O R K  I N  M A N Y  O F  T H E  

V I L L A G E S  I S  N O T  C H A L L E N G I N G  A S  I T  I S  H E R E 0 O F T E N  T H E  W O R K  T H E R E  I S  L I K E  

G R A D E  S C H O O L .  T H E  T E A C H E R S  T E A C H  M O R E  T H E N  T H E Y  C A N  H A N D L E .  Y E T  

T H E R E ' S  S T I L L  N O T  E N O U G H  C L A S S E S  T O  P R O V I D E  A L L  T H A T  T H E  S T U D E N T S  W I L L  

N E E D  I N  T H E  L O N G - R U N .

IN  M A N Y  V I L L A G E  S C H O O L S  D I S C I P L I N E  I S  O F T E N  A P R O B L E M ,  B E C A U S E  I T  I S  N O T  

G I V E N  S E R I O U S  A T T E N T I O N .  S T U D E N T S  O F T E N  G E T  A W A Y  W I T H  A L M O S T  A N Y T H I N G  

S U C H  A S  S M O K I N G  P O T ,  S K I P P I N G  C L A S S ,  B E I N G  T A R D Y ,  N O T  D O I N G  H O M E W O R K ,  

T A L K I N G  B A C K  T O  S C H O O L  O F F I C I A L S .  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  N E E D  D I S C I P L I N E .

*v>



'AT MT. E D G E C O M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  T H E R E  I S  S T R I C T  D I S C I P L I N E  B U T  I T  I S

a p p l i e d  a a t t i t u d e  t h a t  i n v i t e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o

M A T U R E  A D U L T S .

S T U D E N T S  O F T E N  DO N O T  H A V E  A S  M A N Y  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  D E V E L O P  R E S P O N S I B I L T I E S

I N  M A N Y  V I L L A G E  S C H O O L S .  M T . E D G E C U M B E  T E A C H E S  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y

A N D  L E A D E R S H I P .  H E R E  IN MT. E D G E C U M B E  W E  A R E  L E A R N I N G  A L L  T H E  T I M E ,

E V E N  W H E N  W E ' R E  N O T  I N  S C H O O L .

B E C A U S E  O F  A L L  T H E S E  C O N T R A S T S ,  I F E E L  T H A T  O T H E R  Y O U N G  P E O P L E  S H O U L D  

H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  A T T E N D  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  I R E A L L Y  

F E E L  T H A T  F R E S H M A N  S H O U L D  B E  A L L O W E D  T O  E N R O L L .  I F  F R E S H M A N  A R E  O N L Y  

A L L O W E D  T O  A T T E N D  V I L L A G E  S C H O O L S  M A N Y  W I L L  G E T  A  B A D ' ' P I C T U R E  O F  

W H A T  H I G H  S C H O O L  I S  L I K E .  I F  T H E Y  A R E  A L L O W E D  T O  A T T E N D  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  

H I G H  S C H O O L ,  T H E Y  W I L L  G E T  A T O T A L L Y  D I F F E R F N T  V I E W  O F  H I G H  S C H O O L .

I T  I S  M Y  H O P E  T H A T  T H E  F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  R E V E R S E  T H E  D E C I S I O N  

A N D  A L L O W  F R E S H M A N  T O  A T T E N D  N E X T  Y E A R  A N D  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  Y E A R S .  I T  

IS  A L S O  M Y  H O P E  T H A T  F U N D S  W I L L  B E  A P P R O P R I A T E D  T O  O P E R A T E  M T . E D G E C U M B E  

A F T E R  T H E  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  S C H O O L  Y E A R .

IN A W O R L D  G R A V E L Y  C O N C E R N E D  W I T H  C O N S E R V I N G  O U R  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S ,

W H Y  N E E D L E S S L Y  W A S T E  T H E  G R E A T E S  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  O F  A L L ?  F U N D S  

M U S T  B E  P R O V I D E D  F O R  T H E  A D E Q U A T E  E D U C A T I O N  O F  T H E  Y O U N G  P E O P L E .

A F T E R  A L L ,  W H A T  B E T T E R  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E  DO W E  H A V E  T O  C U L T I V A T E  T H A N  

O U R  Y O U N G  P E O P L E .  T H E Y  A R E  T H E  F U T U R E !

T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  T I M E .
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H I G H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T  B O D Y  F O R  T H E  1 9 8 1 - 6 2  S C H O O L  Y E A R . I A M  A  

S E N I O R . T H I S  W I L L  B E  M Y  T H I R D  Y E A R  A T T E N D I N G  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  

S C H O O L .  I A M  F R O M  E M M O N A K , W H I C H  I S  O N  T H E  L O W E R  Y U K O N  R I V E R .

I AM R E P R E S E N T I N G  T H E  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  S T U D E N T  B O D Y .  T O D A Y  W E  C O M E  

T O  D I S C U S S  T H E  T O F I C  O F  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  W E  D E E P L Y  

A P P R E C I A T E  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  V O I C E  O U R  O P I N I O N S  A N D  W E  A L S O  

A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E  C A L L E D  A LI O F  U S  T O G E T H E R  T O D A Y  

T O  H E A R  T H E  R E A S O N I N G  O F  A L L  C O N C E R N E D .

T H I S  F A S T  S U M M E R  I W A S  V I S I T I N G  R E L A T I V E S .  O N E  C O U P L E ,  W H O  A R E  

F O R M E R  G R A D U A T E S  O F  M T . E D G E C U M B E  W E R E  D I S C U S S I N G  T H E I R  T W O - M O N T H  

O L D  D A U G H T E R ’S P L A C E  O F  A T T E N D I N G  H I G H  S C H O O L .  O N E  P A R E N T  W A N T E D  

H E R  T O  A T T E N D  T H E  L O C A L  H I G H  S C H O O L  A N D  T H E  O T H E R  P A R E N T  W A N T E D  H E R  

T O  A T T E N D  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  T H E Y  F I N A L L Y  D E C I D E D  O N  M T .  

E D G E C U H 3 E .  T H E Y  C H O S E  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  R E A L I Z E D  F R O M  T H E I R  

O W N  E X P E R I E N C E S  T H A T  I T  W O U L D  F R O V I D E  A B E T T E R  E D U C A T I O N  F O R  T H E I R  

CHILD. I T H I N K  T H I S  S H O W S  T H E  T R E M E N D O U S  E F F E C T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  

S C H O O L  H A S  O N  A L A S K A N  N A T I V E S .
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M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  A L S O  H A S  A H I G H L Y  D E V E L O P E D  I N T E R S C L A S T I C  

A N D  I N T E R M E R I A L  S P O R T S  P R O G R A M  A S  W E L L  A S  M A N Y  E X T R A - C U R R I C U L A R  

A C T I V I T I E S .

I T  A L S O  P R O V I D E S  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  A C C E S S  T O  B E T T E R  H E A L T H  F A C I L I T I E S .

A C O M P A R I S O N  W O U L D  B E  T H A T  A T  H O M E  I L I V E  2 0 0  M I L E S  A W A Y  F R O M  A 

H O S P I T A L  O R  D O C T O R  A N D  A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  I L I V E  L E S S  A N D  A C I T Y  

B L O C K  A W A Y .  T H I S  N O T  O N L Y  H E L P S  S T U D E N T S  I N  C U R I N G  B U T  A L S O  I N  

P R E V E N T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  P R O B L E M S .

B E S I D E S  T H E S E ,  A N D  M A N Y  O T H E R  R E A S O N S ,  I T H I N G  T H A T  T H E  S C H O O L  I S  

A  V E R Y  I M P O R T A N T  B Y W A Y .  I T  N O T  O N L Y  P R O V I D E S  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  B U T  

I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T U  A L A S K A  I N  M A N Y  O T H E R  W A Y S .

I T  I S  A C O M M U N I C A T I O N  P O I N T  F O R  T H E  S T A T E .  S T U D E N T S  C O M I N G  F R O M  
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M A N Y  N E W  A N D  B R O A D E N I N G  E X F E R I N E C E S  W H I L E  S T I L L  H A V I N G  T H E  S E C U R I T Y  

O F  A H O M E - L I K E  A T M O S P H E R E .  T H E S E  E X P E R I E N C E S  H E L P  P R E P A R E  S T U D E N T S  
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I a t t e n d e d  a  v i l l a g e  h i g h  s c h o o l  m y  f r e s h m a n  y e a r , f r o m  m y  o e e r - .

V A T I C M  T H E S E  A R E  S O M E  O F  T H E  A D V A N T A G E S  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  O F F E R S  

O T H E R  T H A N  T H E  O N E S  I M E N T I O N E D  P R E V I O U S L Y .  A T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  T H E R E  

I S  F E E S S U R E  T O  D O  V.'ORK A N D  T O  A C H I E V E  R A T H E R  T H A N  J U S T  G O O F I N G  O F F .  - 

T H U S ,  S T U D E N T S  A D J U S T  T O  S C H O O L  A N D  H A V E  T O  R E A L L Y  E A R N  T H E I R  G R A D E S .  

S T U D E N T S  E X P E R I E N C E  L I V I N G  A W A Y  F R O M  H O M E  A N D  E A R N  T O  B E  M O R E  R E ­

S P O N S I B L E  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T .  I H A V E  N O T I C E D  T H A T  D R O P - O U T S  F R O M  

O T H E R  S C H O O L S  Q U I T E  O F T E N  DO  F I N E  A N D  G E T  A L O N G  W E L L  A C A D E M I C A L L Y  

A N D  S O C I A L L Y .

I T  I S  A S T R I C T  P O L I C Y  A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  T H A T  S T U D E N T S  A T T E N D  A L L  

C L A S S E S  U N L E S S  I T  I S  U N A V O I D A B L E  A N D  M U S T  A L W A Y S  B E  O N  T I M E .  T H I S  

R E S U L T S  I N  M O R E  D I S C I P L I N E D  S T U D E N T S .

I F E E L  T H A T  B E F O R E  A D E C I S I O N  I S  M A D E  C O N C E R N I N G  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  

S C H O O L  E V E R Y  E F F O R T  S H O U L D  BE  M A D E  T O  I N V E S T I G A T E  T H E  T R E M E N D O U S  

I M P A C T  T H I S  W I L L  H A V E  O N  T H E  C O U S E  O F  E D U C A T I N G  S T U D E N T S  I N  A L A S K A .

I F E E L  T H A T  E V E R Y  P E R S O N  C O N C E R N E D  W I T H  M A K I N G  T H I S  D E C I S I O N  A N D  

W I T H  T H E  F A T E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  O W E S  I T  T O  T H E  F U T U R E  G I N -

*. T  AI ..*• s'-.r N S T U D E N T S  A N D  T O  T H E  S T A T E  T O  V I S I T  O U R
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r:. ’E A N D  E F F O R T  T O  D O  T H I S  T H E N  I P S E 1  T H A T  T H E R E  C A N  BE. N O T  O T H E R  

I O N  E X C E P T  T O  K E E P  MT. . E D G E C V M s E  Hi GH .SONJCIJ IN  O P E R A T I O N .

I A M  V E R Y  P R O U D  O F  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  I F E E L  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  

.iIGH S C H O O L  I S  A V E R Y  I M P O R T A N T  A N D  N E C E S S A R Y  E D U C A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E .

A M D  I T  S H O U L D  B E  A V A I L A B L E  T O  A L L  A L A S K A N  S T U D E N T S .



T H A T  I S  W H Y  T H E  S T U D E N T  B O D Y  W I S H E S  T O  T A K E  M E A S U R E S  T O  S E E  T H A T  TH E .  

F R E S H M A N  C L A S S  O F  1 $ 8 3  H A S  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  B E  A D M I T T E D  T O  A  S C H O O L  

S U C H  A S  M T .  E D G E C U M B E .  T H E  D E C I S I O N  M A D E  D E N Y I N G  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

T O  T H E S E  S T U D E N T  I S  W R O N G  A N D  U N F A I R .  I T  I S  O U R  H O F E  T H A T  T H E  S T A T E  

L E G I S T A T U R E  W I L L  A P P R O P R I A T E  M O N I E S  T H A T  W I L L  M A K E  I T  P O S S I B L E  F O R  

I N C O M I N G  F R E S H M A N  T O  B E  A D M I T T E D  T O  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .

W E  W O U L D  A L S O  H O P E  T H A T  C O N T I N U E D  F U N D I N G  W O U L D  B E  P R O V I D E D  S O  T H A T  

T H E  E D U C A T I O N A L  A D V A N T A G E S  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  O F F E R E L  T O  T H E  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  F O R  T H E  L A S T  35 Y E A R S  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  B E ' A V A I L A B L E  

T O  T H E  M A N Y  I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O  M I G H T  N O T  O T H E R W I S E  H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

T O  D E V E L O P E  T O  T H E I R  P'ULL P O T E N T I A L .  I A S K  T H A T  Y O U  G I V E  US  Y O U R  

F U L L  S U P P O R T  A N D  B A C K I N G  T O  M A K E  T H I S  P O S S I B L E .



M Y  N A M E  IS  V I V I A N  J O H N S O N .  1 A M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  O F  M T .  E D G E C U M B E .

H I G H  S C H O O L  S T U D E N T  B O D Y  F O R  T H E  I £ S i - 62 S C H O O L  Y E A R .  I A M  A  

S E N I O R .  T H I S  W I L L  B E  M Y  T H I R D  Y E A R  A T T E N D I N G  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  

S C H O O L .  I A M  F R O M  E W M O N A K ,  W H I C H  I S  O N  T H E  L O W E R  Y U K O N  R I V E R .

I A M  R E P R E S E N T I N G  T H E  MT. E D G E C U M B E  S T U D E N T  B O D Y .  T O D A Y  W E  C O M E  

T O  D I S C U S S  T H E  T O P I C  O F  M T . E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  W E  D E E P L Y  

A P P R E C I A T E  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  V O I C E  O U R  O P I N I O N S  A N D  W E  A L S O  

A P P R E C I A T E  T H E  F A C T  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E  C A L L E D  A L L  O F  U S  T O G E T H E R  T O D A Y  

T O  H E A R  T H E  R E A S O N I N G  O F  A L L  C O N C E R N E D .

T H I S  P A S T  S U M M E R  I W A S  V I S I T I N G  R E L A T I V E S .  O N E  C O U P L E ,  W H O  A R E  

F O R M E R  G R A D U A T E S  O F  MT. E D G E C U M B E  W E R E  D I S C U S S I N G  T H E I R  T W O - M O N T H  

O L D  D A U G H T E R ' S  P L A C E  O F  A T T E N D I N G  H I G H  S C H O O L .  O N E  P A R E N T  W A N T E D  

H E R  T O  A T T E N D  T H E  L O C A L  H I G H  S C H O O L  A N D  T H E  O T H E R  P A R E N T  W A N T E D  H E R  

T O  A T T E N D  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  T H E Y  F I N A L L Y  D E C I D E D  O N  MT. 

E D G E C U M B E .  T H E Y  C H O S E  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  B E C A U S E  T H E Y  R E A L I Z E D  F R O M  T H E I R  

O W N  E X P E R I E N C E S  T H A T  I T  W O U L D  P R O V I D E  A B E T T E R  E D U C A T I O N  F O R  T H E I R  

CH I L D .  I T H I N K  T H I S  S H O W S  T H E  T R E M E N D O U S  E F F E C T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  

S C H O O L  H A S  O N  A L A S K A N  N A T I V E S .
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M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  A L S O  H A S  A H I G H L Y  D E V E L O P E D  I N T E R S C L A S T I C  

A N D  I N T E R M E R I A L  S P O R T S  P R O G R A M  AS  W E L L  A S  M A N Y  E X T R A - C U R R I C U L A R  

A C T I V I T I E S .

I T  A L S O  P R O V I D E S  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  A C C E S S  T O  B E T T E R  H E A L T H  F A C I L I T I E S .

A C O M P A R I S O N  W O U L D  BE T H A T  A T  H O M E  I L I V E  2 00 M I L E S  A W A Y  F R O M  A 

H O S P I T A L  O R  D O C T O R  A N D  A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  I L I V E  L E S S  A N D  A  C I T Y ’ 

B L O C K  A W A Y .  T H I S  N O T  O N L Y  H E L P S  S T U D E N T S  IN C U R I N G  B U T  A L S O  I N  

P R E V E N T I O N  O F  H E A L T H  P R O B L E M S .

B E S I D E S  T H E S E ,  A N D  M A N Y  O T H E R  R E A S O N S ,  I T H I N G  T H A T  T H E  S C H O O L  I S  

A V E R Y  I M P O R T A N T  B Y W A Y . I T  N O T  O N L Y 'P R O V I D E S  Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  B U T  

I T  I S  I M P O R T A N T  T O  A L A S K A  IN M A N Y  O T H E R  W A Y S .

I T  I S  A C O M M U N I C A T I O N  P O I N T  F O R  T H E  S T A T E .  S T U D E N T S  C O M I N G  F R O M  

S M A L L  V I L L A G E S  H A V E  L I T T L E  I D E A  A B O U T  O T H E R  P E O P L E S  A N D  A R E A S  O F  

A L A S K A .  A T  M T . E D G E C U M B E  S T U D E N T S  G A I N  A N  U N D E R S T A N D I N G .O F  A L L  

T H E  O T H E R  A L A S K A N  N A T I V E  G R O U P S  I N C L U D I N G  T H E I R  B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  P E R ­

S O N A L I T I E S .  A F E E L I N G  O F  U N I T Y  I S  F O U N D E D  T H A T  L A S T S  A L I F E T I M E . - ; . ;  

B E C A U S E  O F  T H I S  W E  F I N D  THAT. S T U D E N T S  E A S I L Y  A D A P T  T O  S I T U A T I O N S  ’ . • 

I N  W H I C H  T H E Y  M U S T  W O R K  W I T H  O T H E R  F E O F L £  F R O M  7 E R ^ ;;0 R U U T  A L A S K A . ’

: k ; s  h a s  b e e n  a n  .i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n - P E o r . u c i r u  m a n y  : b a d i e s  f o r  o u r

SI A T E .

I T  P R O V I D E S  A D O O R  T O T K E 'O U T S I D E  W O R L D .  S T U D E N T S  A R E  E X P O S E D  T O : 

M A N Y  N E W  A N D  E R O A D E N I N G  E X P E R I N E C E S  W H L L E  S T I L L  H A V I N G  T H E  S E C U R I T Y  

O F  A H O M E - L I K E  A T M O S P H E R E .  T H E S E  E X P E R I E N C E S  H E L P  P R E P A R E  S T U D E N T S  

T O  G O  O N  T O  C O L L E G E  OR  I N T O  O T H E R  S O U R C E S  O F  F U R T H E R  E D U C A T I O N .



I A T T E N D E D  A V I L L A G E  H I G H  S C H O O L  M Y  “F I S H M A N  Y E A R .  F R O M  M Y  O B E R -  

V  A T T  O N  T H E S E  A R E  S O M E  O F  T H E  A D V A N T A G E S  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  O F F E R S  

O T H E R  T H A N  T H E  O N E S  I M E N T I O N E D  P R E V I O U S L Y .  . A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  T H E R E  

I S  P R E S S U R E  T O  D O  W O R K  A N D  T O  A C H I E V E  R A T H E R  T H A N  J U S T  G O O F I N G  O F F .  

T H U S ,  S T U D E N T S  A D J U S T  T O  S C H O O L  A N D  H A V E  T O  R E A L L Y  E A R N  T H E I R  G R A D E S .  

S T U D E N T S  E X P E R I E N C E  L I V I N G  A W A Y  F R O M  H O M E  A N D  F A R N  T O  B E  M O R E  R E ­

S P O N S I B L E  A N D  I N D E P E N D E N T .  I H A V E  N O T I C E D  T H A T  D R O P - O U T S  F R O M  

O T H E R  S C H O O L S  Q U I T E  O F T E N  D O  F I N E  A N D  G E T  A L O N G  W E L L  A C A D E M I C A L L Y  

A N D  S O C I A L L Y .

I T  I S  A S T R I C T  P O L I C Y  A T  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  T H A T  S T U D E N T S  A T T E N D  A.I. 

C L A S S E S  U N L E S S  I T  I S  U N A V O I D A B L E  A N D  M U S T  A L W A Y S  B E  O N  T I M E .  T H I S  

R E S U L T S  I N  M O R E  D I S C I P L I N E D  S T U D E N T S .

I F E E L  T H A T  B E F O R E  A D E C I S I O N  I S  M A D E  C O N C E R N I N G  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  

S C H O O L  E V E R Y  E F F O R T  S H O U L D  B E  M A D E  T O  I N V E S T I G A T E  T H E  T R E M E N D O U S  

I M P A C T  T H I S  W I L L  H A V E  O N  T H E  C O U S E  O F  E D U C A T I N G  S T U D E N T S  I N  A L A S K A .

I F E E L  T H A T  E V E R Y  P E R S O N  C O N C E R N E D  W I T H  M A K I N G  T H I S  D E C I S I O N  A N D  

W I T H  T H E  F A T E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  O W E S  I T  T O  T H E  F U T U R E  G E N - .

Lr.-.l I N S  T S T U D E N T S  A N D  T O  T H E  S;>-.TE T O  V I S I T  O U R

v;i : h  .-m l  t h o s e  t h a t  -.i l l  e e  .h .-p e t t e d  a n d  m a k e  a  

:*•;;•.*:; .-.t t y  o p  t h e  i s s u e . _ f  a l l  i n c s e  i n y i l u e d  w i l l  .t a k e  t h e

A N T  E F F O R T  T O  D O  T H I S  T H E N  I F E E L  T H A T  T H E R E  C A N  B E  N O T  O T H E R  *

I O N  E X C E P T  T O  K E E P  M T .  E D G E C v L s S  H I G H  . S C H J C L  I N  O P E R A T I O N .

I AM V E R Y  P R O U D  O F  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .  I F E E L  T H A T  M T .  E D G E C U

H I G H  S C H O O L  I S  A V E R Y  I M P O R T A N T  A N D  N E C E S S A R Y  E D U C A T I O N A L  R E S O U R C E .  

A N D  I T  S H O U L D  E E  A V A I L A B L E  T O  A L L  A L A S K A N  S T U D E N T S .



T H A T  IS W H Y  T H E  S T U D E N T  B O D Y  W I S H E S  T O  T A K E  M E A S U R E S  T O  S E E  T H A T  T H E  

F R E S H M A N  C L A S S  O P  1983 H A S  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  T O  B E  A D M I T T E D  T O  A  S C H O O L  

S U C H  A S  M T .  E D G E C U M B E .  T H E  D E C I S I O N  M A D E  D E N Y I N G  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

T O  T H E S E  S T U D E N T  IS  W R O N G  A N D  U N F A I R .  I T  I S  O U R  H O P E  T H A T  T H E  S T A T E  

L E G J S T A T U R E  W I L L  A P P R O P R I A T E  M O N I E S  T H A T  W I L L  M A K E  I T  P O S S I B L E  F O R  

I N C O M I N G  F R E S H M A N  T O  B E  A D M I T T E D  T O  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L .

W E  W O U L D  A L S O  H O P E  T H A T  C O N T I N U E D  F U N D I N G  W O U L D  B E  P R O V I D E D  S O  T H A T  

T H E  E D U C A T I O N A L  A D V A N T A G E S  T H A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  O F F E R E D  T O  T H E  

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  F O R  T H E  L A S T  35 Y E A R S  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  B E  A V A I L A B L E  

T O  T H E  M A N Y  I N D I V I D U A L S  W H O  M I G H T  N O T  O T H E R W I S E  H A V E  T H E  O P P O R T U N I T Y  

T O  D E V E L O P E  T O  T H E I R  F U L L  P O T E N T I A L .  I A S K  T H A T  Y O U  G I V E  US Y O U R  

F U L L  S U P P O R T  A N D  B A C K I N G  T O  M A K E  T H I S  P O S S I B L E .



M T .  E D G E C U M B E ' - H I G H  S C H O O L  1 9 8 1 - 8 2

M Y  N A M E  I S  L E A H  T H O M P S O N  A N D  I-:AM F R O M  S E T T L E S  F I E L D ,  A S M A L L  T O W N  

A T  T H E  F O O T  H I L L S  O F  T H E  B R O O K S  R A N G E .  I A M  R E P R E S E N T I N G  T H E  S T U D E N T  

B O D Y  O F  M T .  E D G E C U M B E ,  W H E R E  I A M  P R E S E N T L Y  A F R E S H M A N .

I A M  V E R Y  G L A D  I M A D E  T H E  C H O I C E  T O  C O M E  H E R E  B E C A U S E  M T .  E D G E C U M B E  

P R O V I D E S  A Q U A L I T Y  E D U C A T I O N  T H A T  V I L L A G E  S C H O O L S  C A N ' T  P R O V I D E .

MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  A L A R G E  S T A F F  O F  T E A C H E R S  T R A I N E D  I N  M A N Y  D I F F E R E N T  

S U B J E C T  A R E A S .  I T  A L S O  H A S  A W I D E R  R A N G E  O F  S U B J E C T S  W H I C H  P R E P A R E  

S T U D E N T S  F O R  T H E  C H A L L E N G E S  O F  T H E  F U T U R E .  T H E  T E A C H E R S  A R E  M O R E  

W I L L I N G  T O  H E L P  S T U D E N T S  W H O  M I G H T  N E E D  S P E C I A L  H E L P .  T H E Y  C A R E  A B O U T  

T H E  S T U D E N T S  A N D  A R E  V E R Y  I N V O L V E D  I N  T H E I R  E D U C A T I O N .

IN A D D I T I O N  T O  T H E  L A R G E R  C U R R I C U L U M ,  MT. E D G E C U M B E  A L S O  H A S  M A N Y  E X T R A  

C U R R I C U L A R  A C T I V I T I E S  W H I C H  H E L P  S T U D E N T  D E V E L O P  I N T E R E S T S  A N D  

B E C O M E  W E L L - R O U N D E D  I N D I V I D U A L S .

MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  C O U N S E L O R S  T H A T  A R E  I N F O R M E D  A N D  G I V E  S T U D E N T S  

I N T E L L I G E N T  A D V I C E  W I T H  P E R S O N A L  A N D  A L C O H O L  A N D  D R U G  R E L A T E D  P R O B L E M S .  

T H E Y  A L S O  H E L P  T H E  S T U D E N T S  W I T H  C A R E E R  C H O I C E S ,  C O L L E G E  A P P L I C A T I O N S ,  

A N D  F I N A N C I A L  A I D  F O R  F U R T H E R  E D U C A T I O N .

AT MT. E D G E C U M B E  N O T  N O T  O N L Y  D O  W E  L E A R N  F R O M  B O O K S ,  B U T  W E  A L S O

L E A R N  H O W  T O  L I V E  A N D  G E T  A L O N G  W I T H  O T H E R  S T U D E N T S .  T H I S  D E V E L O P S

A G R E A T E R  S E N S E  O F  S E L F  R E S P E C T  A N D  R E S P E C T  F O R  O T H E R S .  A L S O ,  G E T T I N G

T O  K N O W  P E O P L E  F R O M  O T H E R  A R E A S  R E S U L T S  I N  G R E A T E R  U N I T Y 'F O R  T H E  S T A T E .

G O I N G  T O  S C H O O L  I N  A D I F F E R E N T  P A R T  O F  T H E  S T A T E  E X P O S E S  S T U D E N T S
• ■

T O  L I F E  O U T  O F  T H E  V I L L A G E S .  T H I S  I S  P A R T I C U L A R L Y  I M P O R T A N T  I N  A 

S T A T E  W I T H  M A N Y  O F  I T S  V I L L A G E S  L O C A T E D  I N  I S O L A T E D  A R E A S .



T H I S  I S O L A T I O N  C O U P L E D  W I T H  T H E  D R U G  A N D  A L C O H O L  P R O B L E M  W H I C H  

L , . J  N  .. .'1LLAGES C A U S E S  M A N Y  S T U D E N T S  T O  B E C O M E  I N V O L V E D  

D E E P L Y  W I T H  D R U G S  A N D  A L C O H O L  A N D  T H E R E F O R E  D R O P  O U T  O F  H I G H  S C H O O L .  

C O M I N G  T O  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H E L P S  T H E  S T U D E N T S  T O  G E T  A W A Y  F R O M  T H E  

A T M O S P H E R E  O F  D R U G S  A N D  A L C O H O L  T H A T  I S  P R E S E N T  I N  M A N Y  V I L L A G E S .  

U S U A L L Y  T H E S E  S T U D E N T S  G O  O N  TO G R A D U A T E  F R O M  H I G H  S C H O O L  B E C A U S E  

T H E Y  H A V E  P O S I T I V E  S U R R O U N D I N G S  W H I C H  M O T I V A T E S  T H E  S T U D E N T S  T O  

DO  T H E I R  B E S T  I N  T H E I R  A C A D E M I C  W O R K  A N D  B E C O M E  I N V O L V E D  I N  E X T R A  

C U R R I C U L A R  A C T I V I T I E S .

T H I S  W A S  T R U E  I N  M Y  CASE. L A S T  Y E A R  W H E N  I W A S  A T T E N D I N G  T H E  S C H O O L  IN 

M Y  H O M E T O W N ,  I W A S  B O T H E R E D  BY T H E  F A C T  T H A T  T H E  S C H O O L  W A S  SO 

C R O W D E D  T O G E T H E R  I N  O N E  R O O M .  A C T U A L L Y  T H E R E  A R E  T W O  R O O M S  W H I C H  

M A K E  U P  T H E  S C H O O L  IN M Y  V I L L A G E .  O N E  S M A L L  R O O M  I S  F O R  G R A D E S  

O N E  T H R O U G H  F I V E ,  A N D  T H E  O T H E R  I S  F O R  G R A D E S  S I X  T H R O U G H  T W E L V E .

T H E Y  A R E  N O T  B I G  R O O M S  A N D  I T  W A S  V E R Y  H A R D  T O  C O N C E N T R A T E  O N  T H E  

W O R K  A S S I G N E D  T O  M E  B E C A U S E  S E V E R A L  D I F F E R E N T  S U B J E C T S  W E R E  B E I N G  

T A U G H T  A T  T H E  S A M E  T I M E .  T H E  W O R K  W A S  A L S O  T O O  E A S Y  A N D  I B E C A M E  

B O R E D  A N D  N E V E R  D I D  M Y  S C H O O L W O R K .  A S  A R E S U L T ,  I G O T  B A D  G R A D E S .

T H E N  I G A M E  T O  M T . E D G E C U M B E  AND I AM D O I N G  V E R Y  W E L L  B E C A U S E  T H E  

C L A S S E S  A R E  M O R E  C H A L L E N G I N G  A N D  I A M  IN S U R R O U N D I N G S  T H A T  M O T I V A T E  

M E  T O  D O  M Y  B E S T .

I A M  G L A D  T H I S  O P P O R T U N I T Y  W A S  A V A I L A B L E  T O  M E  A S  A F R E S H M A N  A N D  

I D O  N O T  F E E L  T H A T  IS F A I R  T O  E X C L U D E  T H E  S T U D E N T S  W H O  W I L L  B E  

F R E S H M A N  N E X T  Y E A R  F R O M  A L L  MT. E D G E C U M B E  H A S  T O  O F F E R .



I N  C O N C L U S I O N  I W O U L D  l i k e  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  c l o s i n g  m t . e d g e c u m b e  

H I G H  S C H O O L  W O U L D  B E  A B I G  M I S T A K E .  T H E S E  I S  N O  E U E S jT I U T E  

W H E R E  I N  T H E  S T A T E  T H A T  P R O V I D E S  T H E  E D U C A T I O N  T H A T  C A N  B E  R E C E I V E D  

A T  MT. E D G E C U M B E .

I F  O U R  H I G H  S C H O O L  I S  C L O S E D  M O S T  O F  T H E  S T U D E N T S  W I L L  J U S T  GO 

B A C K  T O  T H E I R  V I L L A G E S  A N D  N O T  D E V E L O P  T O  T H E I R  F U L L  P O T E N T I A L . '

W E  H O P E  Y O U  W I L L  C O N S I D E R  A L L O W I N G  A F R E S H M A N  C L A S S  T O  E N T E R  N E X T  

Y E A R .  W E  A L S O  H O P E  T H A T  T H E  F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  W I L L  P R O V I D E  F U N D I N G  

A F T E R  T H E  1 5 8 2 - 8 3  S C H O O L  Y E A R ,  O R  S O M E H O W  R E A C H  A N  A G R E E M E N T  W I T H  

T H E  S T A T E  G O V E R N M E N T  T O  S H A R E  F U N D I N G S  F O R  O U R  S C H O O L .

T H A N K  Y O U  FOR G I V I N G  M E  Y O U R  A T T E N T I O N .



A p r i l  5, 1982

.The H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  F e r g u s o n  
T h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P o u c h  V  (Mail S t o p  3100)
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F e r g u s o n :

C o o k  I n l e t  R e g i o n ,  Inc. (CIRI) e n d o r s e s  a n d  s u p p o r t s  the 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  M o u n t  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  School. M o u n t  E d g e c u m b e  
is i m p o r t a n t  t o  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a n s  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  
a f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  s h o u l d  b e  a l l o w e d  to e n t e r  n e x t  y e a r .  C I R I  
a l s o  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  of H o u s e  B i l l  812 and S e n a t e  B i l l  844.

S i n c e r e l y ,

C O O K  I N L E T  R E G I O N ,  INC.

R o o e r t  W. Rude 
S e n i o r  V i c e  P r e s i d e n t

p s h

cc: S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  H. P a r r
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A 1b e r t  A d a m s  
V i v i a n  J o h n s o n ,  P r e s i d e n t

Mt. E d g c u m b e  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l
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A p r i l  7 ,  1 9 8 2

R E P O R T  O F  T H E  S E N A T E  H E A L T E ,  E D U C A T I O N  
A N D  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E  O N  

MT. E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L ,  S I T K A ,  A L A S K A

I n t r o d u c t i o n :  T h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o t i f i e d  t h e  s t a t e
t h a t  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  w i l l  b e  c l o s e d  a f t e r  t h e  
1 9 6 2 - 1 9 8 3  s c h o o l  y e ar. A s  a p r e p a r a t o r y  s t ep, t h e  s c h o o l  
h a s  b e e n  t o l d  n o t  t o  e n r o l l  any f i r s t - v e a r  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h a t  
y e a r .  A  n u m b e r  of p e r s o n s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  
t a k e  o v e r  t h e  s c h ool.

T o  i n f o r m  i t s  m e m b e r s  a n d  the S e n a t e  at l a r g e ,  t h e  S e n a t e  
H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  (as w e l l  as 
S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  a n d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f )  v i s i t e d  t h e  
s c h o o l  on  M a r c h  18, 1982. A l l  b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  w e r e  t o u r e d .
T h e  C o m m i t t e e  m e t  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a n d  
c o u n s e l o r s  a n d  l a t e r  w i t h  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Mr.
L e r o y  D e m m e r t ,  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  w a s  v e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e .  In 
r e s p o n s e  t o  a p r e v i o u s  l e t t e r  he h a d  m u c h  w r i t t e n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  r e a d y  a n d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  his s t a f f  s u p p l i e d  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the spot.

T h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  r e c e i v e d  a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  183 
s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  51 l e t t e r s  in s u p p o r t  of t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of 
M t .  E d g e c u m b e .  D i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  s t u d e n t  l e a d e r s  r e v e a l e d  
m a n y  r e a s o n s ,  s i m i l a r  to t h o s e  n o t e d  by a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  f o r  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  s c h o o l ,  as w e l l  as a d e s i r e  to c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n  in the p l a c e  of t h e i r  c h o i c e  w i t h  t h e  o p t i o n  o p e n  
f o r  t h e i r  y o u n g e r  s i b l i n g s  in the f u t u r e .

F a c i l i t y : T h e  s c h o o l ,  a W o r l d  W a r  II n a v a l  s t a t i o n ,  is  a
l a r g e  c o m p l e x  of b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  c l a s s r o o m  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  t w o  d o r m i t o r i e s  and t w o  h a n g a r s  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a 
d o u b l e  g y m n a s i u m  a n d  a v o c a t i o n a ?  t r a i n i n g  a r e a  ( i n c l u d i n g  
w o o d  si.op, s h e e t  m e t a l ,  w e l d i n g  a n d  a u t o  m e c h a n i c s )  .

B e c a u s e  t h e  c o m p l e x  is so l a r g e  and r e q u i r e s  o p e r a t i o n  of 
u t i l i t i e s  for the w h o l e  i s l a n d  ( p r o v i d e d  on a c o n t r a c t u a l  
b a s i s  w i t h  t h e  PHS h o s p i t a l ) , t h e r e  are s i g n i f i c a n t  d e m a n d s  
o n  h u m a n  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s .  T h e  h i g h  c o s t  of 
o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  s p a w n e d  t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  
C o n s o l i d a t i o n  P l a n  d r a f t e d  by the B. I . A .  in 1 9 8 0 .  T h e  p l a n  
r e d u c e d  t h e  size o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  
c o s t  t h r o u g h  e l i m i n a t i o n  oi s t a f f  h o u s i n g  a n d  r o a d  
m a i n t e n a n c e .  P a r t  of t h i s  ar e a  h a s  b e e n  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  
S h e e  A i l k a  a n d  p l a n s  are u n d e r w a y  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 
n e w  bo a t  h a r b o r  n e a r  t h e  school.



A l t h o u g h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  are d a t e d ,  t h e y  a p p e a r  t o  b e  w e l l  
m a i n t a i n e d .  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  h a s  b e e n  e l i m i n a t e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  f r o m  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  u p g r a d i n g .  A n  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  19 7 9  b y  t h e  B . I . A . ,  
r e c o m m e n d s  o v e r  $23 m i l l i o n  (in 1 9 8 2  d o l l a r s )  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  p l a n  u p  t o  f i r e  a n d  
l i f e / s a f e t y  c o d e s .

P e r s o n n e l  a n d  C u r r i c u l u m :  S t a f f  h a s  b e e n  d e c r e a s e d  i n
r e c e n t  y e a r s .  T h e r e  a r e  n o w  135 t o t a l  e m p l o y e e s  in 
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  f a c i l i t y  m a n a g e m e n t ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  l o c a l  hire..'- 
T h e  B . I . A .  p r e d i c t s  n o  f e d e r a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  r e h i r e  f o r  
t h e s e  e m p l o y e e s  d u e  to  m a s s i v e  p e r s o n n e l  c u t - b a c k s  
n a t i o n w i d e .  E d u c a t i o n a l  s t a f f ,  if h i r e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e ,  b r i n g  
5 y e a r s  B . I . A .  s e r v i c e  u n d e r  t h e  s t a t e  r e t i r e m e n t  p l a n .  .

i ' i  » . »

T h e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w h o  m e t  w i t h  the C o m m i t t e e  g a v e  an  
i m p r e s s i v e  o v e r v i e w  of  t h e  s c h o o l .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  r e q u i r e d  
e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s ,  t h e  s c h o o l  o f f e r s  a r t ,  m u s i c ,  A l a s k a  . 
a n d  n a t i v e  s t u d i e s ,  b u s i n e s s  e d u c a t i o n ,  p s y c h o l o g y ,  
n u t r i t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  
a v i a t i o n  e d u c a t i o n .  *

A  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  at the b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  is a n  a t m o s p h e r e  
d e m a n d i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and s e l f  c o n t r o l .  A d u l t  s t a f f  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  o n  a 24 h o u r  b a s i s  a n d  c o u n s e l o r s  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  in  a n  o n g o i n g  b a s i s  t o  d e - e m p h a s i z e  c u l t u r a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i m p r o v e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s k i l l s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  
h e a l t h y  l i v i n g  h a b i t s .  Alcohol., a n d  d r u g  p r o b l e m s  d o  o c c u r ,  
b u t  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  
a n d  t h e  v a r i e t y  of  r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s u p p l y  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  for t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  e n e r g y .

S t u d e n t s :  T h e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  of Mt. E d g e c u m b e
r e p r e s e n t s  a v a r i e t y  of u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  w i t h  
h e a v i e s t  e n r o l l m e n t s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  s o u t h c e n t r a l  
p a r t s  of t h e  state. N e a r l y  h a l f  of the s c h o o l ' s  s t u d e n t s  
c o m e  f r o m  t h e  B e t h e l  area. E n r o l l m e n t  n o w  is 3 2 3  s t u d e n t s .

A  1 9 8 0  s u r v e y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h a l f  of  the M E H S  s t u d e n t s  c o m e  
f r o m  v i l l a g e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  is n o  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  o r  o n l y  a 
p a r t i a l  s c h o o l  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e i r  g r a d e  l e v e l .

P a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  r e a s o n s  for 
a t t e n d i n g  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  as: i s o l a t i o n  a t  h o m e ,  • • •
s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  m o r e  c u r r i c u l u m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  a 
c o m p e t i t i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  A l s o  • • 
n o t e d  w a s  a p e r c e p t i o n  of e a s i e r  a c c e s s  t o  a l c o h o l  a n d  d r u g s  
a t  h o m e ,  as w e l l  a s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in l o c a l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  
M a n y  s t u d e n t s  a l s o  c o m e  f r o m  f a m i l i e s  w h o s e  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s  
h a v e  a t t e n d e d  Mt. E d g e c u m b e ,  a n d  v i e w  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  a 
t r a d i t i o n .



A s  n o t e d  b y  J u d i t h  K l e i n f i e l d ,  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S o c i a l  &
E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h ,  UAF, the s u c c e s s  r a t e  o f  M E H S  g r a d u a t e s  
in h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  is 50%, c o m p a r e d  t o  3 1 %  f o r  l o c a l  
s c h o o l s .  T h i s  m a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  
a c a d e m i c  a s p i r a t i o n s  a r ^  't l i k e l y  to a p p l y  t o  M E H S .

B u d g e t :  T h e  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  b u d g e t  f o r  1 9 8 2  is $ 6 , 3 1 5 , 7 5 1
( $ 2 , 7 9 5 , 4 5 1  for e d u c a t i o n  a n d  $ 3 , 5 2 0 , 3 0 0  f o r  f a c i l i t y  
m a n a g e m e n t )  for a c o s t  o f  $ 1 9 , 5 0 3  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  3 2 3  
s t u d e n t s .  I n c l u d e d  in th i s  b u d g e t  is c o s t  o f  t r a v e l  f r o m  
h o m e  to  s c h o o l  a n d  b a c k ,  and f o r  e m e r g e n c y  t r i p s .
T h e  r e q u e s t e d  b u d g e t  f o r  8 2 / 8 3  is $ 3 , 5 6 5 , 4 0 0 ,  r e f l e c t i n g  
c l o s e - o u t  y e a r  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s  a n d  r e d u c e d  e n r o l l m e n t  • 
t h r o u g h  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s .

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s :  A c c o r d i n g  t o  f e d e r a l  p o l i c y ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t
of  t h e  I n t e r i o r  m u s t  i n s u r e  t h a t  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  e n t i t i e s  
e x e r c i s e  s e l f - c o n t r o l  in  all a s p e c t s  of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
p r o c e s s .  A l a s k a  n a t i v e s  h a v e  the r i g h t  t o  e l e c t  t o  c l o s e  
Mt,. E d g e c u m b e  o r  c o n t r a c t  for B . I . A .  seT*vices.

25 C F R  P a r t  3 1 a . 4, " t h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  f o r  I n d i a n  
A f f a i r s  t h r o u g h  the D i r e c t o r  s h a l l . . . (3) e n s u r e  t h a t  
I n d i a n  T r i b e s  a n d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  e n t i t i e s  f u l l y  e x e r c i s e  
s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  in p l a n n i n g ,  p r i o r i t y  
s e t t i n g ,  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o p e r a t i o n ,  s t a f f i n g  a n d  
e v a l u a t i o n  in all a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o c e s s " .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c l o s e  .Mt. E d g e c u m b e  w a s  m a d e  i n  t h e  
a b s e n c e  of N a t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  has b e e n  i n t e r p r e t e d  b y  
s o m e  as i n d i c a t i n g  a t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  the f e d e r a l - N a t i v e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  S o m e  e n t i t i e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a g r e e d  t o  t h i s  
t e r m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the t u r n o v e r  o f  l o c a l  
s c h o o l s  t o  t h e  state.

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  h a d  s c h e d u l e d  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  S e n a t e  
A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  on M a r c h  19 " . . . t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t
t h e  p l a n s  a r e  f o r  an o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  a n d  f o r  u p g r a d i n g  
a n d  r e p a i r  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s . "  D u e  to t h e  S e n a t o r ' s  
i l l n e s s ,  t h i s  m e e t i n g  w a s  c a n c e l l e d .  It h a s  b e e n  
r e s c h e d u l e d  for A p r i l  29, 1982.

N a t u r a l l y ,  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  is c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  of  t h e  
d a y  s c h o o l s  s i n c e  t h e  t w o  o p t i o n s  o f f e r e d  t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  
c l o s e  m o s t ,  if n o t  a l l  o f  the s c h o o l s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1 9 8 1 / 8 2  
s c h o o l  y e a r .  (Note: 10 of t h e  d a y  s c h o o l s  h a v e  a l r e a d y
n o t i f i e d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  of t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  
t r a n s f e r  t o  the s t a t e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ) .

A  M a r c h  2 5 t h  l e t t e r  f r o m  G o v e r n o r  H a m m o n d  t o  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  
t h e  I n t e r i o r  r e j e c t e d  b o t h  o p t i o n s  o f f e r e d  t h e  s t a t e  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  37 d a y  s c h o o l s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  n o t  a d d r e s s  
t h e  p o l i c y  i s s u e  o f  N a t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  in t h e  t r a n s f e r ,  a n d  
b e c a u s e  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  d o  not a l l o w  s u f f i c i e n t  t r a n s i t i o n  
t i m e  or p r o v i d e  r e a s o n a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .
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I f  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  w e r e  c l o s e d  t h e  s m a l l  i n c r e a s e  o f •s t u d e n t s  
t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  w o u l d  r.ot g e n e r a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  
r e v e n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  v a r i a t i o n  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m  e x p a n s i o n  i n  
l o c a l  s c h o o l s  i n  a n y  w a y  e q u a l  t o  M E H S .

T h e  B . I . A .  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the O f f - R e s e r v a t i o n  B o a r d i n g  
S c h o o l  s t u d y  s u g g e s t e d  n e g o t i a t i n g ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  
a p p r o p r i a t e  n a t i v e  g r o u p s ,  t h e  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  b y  
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  B . I . A .  d o c u m e n t s  s h o w  t h e  s t a t e  
b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m ,  as t h e  o n l y  o p t i o n  f o r  Mt.
E d g e c u m b e  s t u d e n t s ,  w h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h a t  s o m e  e n r o l l e e s  
a r e  d r o p  o u t s  f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  
N a t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  s t u d y  s h o w e d  a 6 6 %  d r o p  o u t  
r a t e  f o r  n a t i v e  sruder.ts in p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
e v i d e n c e  h a s  s h o w n  t h a t  n a t i v e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  t r a n s f e r  f r o m  
A n c h o r a g e  s c h o o l s  do' n o t  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  s c h o o l  i n  
t h e  s t a t e .  S t u d e n t s  i n d i c a t i n g  a n  i n a b i l i t y  t o  c o p e  w i t h  . . 
t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  a n d  h a v i n g  s o c i a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  
a t t e n d a n c e  a t  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  a l s o  h a v e  t h e  s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  
s c h o o l  o p t i o n .

S i g n i f i c a n t  p l a n n i n g  t i m e  v;ould b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  a n d  a l l o w  p l a c e m e n t  for t h e  s t u d e n t s  in t h e  
s t a t e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m .

T h e  l o c a l  e c o n o m y  in S i t k a  i s  c l e a r l y  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  
f e d e r a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a t  Mt. E d g e c u m b e .  T h r o u g h  a l l  s o u r c e s ,  
t h e  s c h o o l  f u r n i s h e s  a t  l e a s t  $5 m i l l i o n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
e c o n o m y ,  w h i l e  e m p l o y i n g  m a n y  of its c i t i z e n s  w h o s e  c h i l d r e n  
h a v e  a s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p a c t  o n  the s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  T h e  S i t k a  
r - i t y - b o r o u g h  o w n s  t h e  u t i l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  o p e r a t e d  on 
ro .tract b y  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  in  
u t i l i t i e s  a l l o w s  S i t k a  t o  h o l d  d o w n  c o s t s  to  a l l  c i t i z e n s  
w i t h  r a t e  s t r u c t u r e s  b a s e d  o n  c o n t i n u e d  c o n s u m p t i o n  of t h e  
s c h o o l .  C l o s u r e  o f  t h e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  
a f f e c t  S i t k a n s  i n  i n n u m e r a b l e  w a y s  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  e v i d e n t .

W h a t  w i l l  b e c o m e  of  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  p r o p e r t y  s h o u l d  t h e  s c h o o l  
f i n d  n o  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s  is u n c e r t a i n .  O w n e r s h i p  is w i t h  t h e  
I n d i a n  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  b u t  d i s p o s a l  w o u l d  o c c u r  t h r o u g h  t h e  
B u r e a u  of L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ,  p r e s u m a b l y  f o l l o w i n g  a m e t h o d  
g i v i n g  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  a n d  t h e n  N a t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . '  ' - •

A l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n e g o t i a t i o n  for t u r n i n g  t h e  37 B.I.A.- 
d a y  s c h o o l s  o v e r  t h e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  h a s  • 
o c c u r r e d  in t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  l i t t l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o v e r  t h e  f u t u r e  
o f  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  h a s  b e e n  i n c l u d e d .  U n c e r t a i n t y  o v e r  t h e  - ' 
s c h o o l ' s  c o n t i n u a n c e  h a s  b e e n  b l a m e d  f o r  d e c r e a s i n g  
e n r o l l m e n t s .  A t  t h i s  time, n o  f r e s h m e n  w i l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  •' 
t h i s  fall, w i t h  c l o s u r e  c e r t a i n  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  1 9 8 2 / 8 3  s c h o o l  y e a r .
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L e g a l  o p i n i o n  o f f e r e d  t h i s  C o m m i t t e e  by L e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n s e l  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  be l i m i t e d  t o  r u r a l  s t u d e n t s  
a l t h o u g h  n o n - n a t i v e  e x c l u s i o n  w o u l d  c l e a r l y  v i o l a t e  t h e  
s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .

O p t i o n s :

• 1„ C l o s u r e .

2. S t a t e  o p e r a t i o n  as

a. b o a r d i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  r u r a l  
a r e a s  (e.g., p l a c e s  w i t h  l e s s  t h a n  5 0 0 / 1 , 0 0 0  
p e o p l e ) , or

b. b o a r d i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a r e a s  
w h e r e  t h e r e  is n o  s c h o o l  t h r o u g h  1 2 t h  g r a d e ,  
o r  w h e n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of E d u c a t i o n  h a s  
c e r t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  l o c a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  is 
i n a d e q u a t e ,  or

c. b o a r d i n g  p r e p  s c h o o l  for i n a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  
c o l l e g e - b o u n d  h i g h  s c h o o l  g r a d u a t e s ,  o r

d. l e a d e r s h i p  a c a d e m y  f o r  o u t s t a n d i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  
s e n i o r s .

e. b o a r d i n g  home, w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  S i t k a  
s c h o o l s .

3. S t a t e  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  o n e  o r  m o r e  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  o p e r a t e  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  i n  2 a-d.

4. C o n v e r t  t o  v o c a t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  f a c i l i t y ,  a l o n g  
l i n e s  of S e w a r d  S k i l l  C e n t e r .

5. C o n v e r t  t o  m i n i m u m  s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n .

6. T r a n s f e r  o w n e r s h i p  t o  S i t k a  C i t y - B o r o u g h .

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e s e ,  and o t h e r  o p t i o n s ,  b e  
c o n s i d e r e d  b y  the L e g i s l a t u r e  g i v i n g  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  i m p a c t  o f  e a c h  on t h e  c o m m u n i t y  of S i t k a .  I t  is f u r t h e r  
r e c o m m e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  p r e p a r e  l e g i s l a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p r e - f i l i n g  in t h e  1983 s e s s i o n  in o r d e r  t h a t  
e x p e d i t i o u s  a c t i o n  c a n  b e  t a k e n  w e l l  in a d v a n c e  o f  F e d e r a l  
t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c i l i t y .
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cc: T o  all S t a t e  L e g i s l a t o r s  

E n c l o s u r e s  to:

S e n a t e  P r e s i d e n t  
H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  
S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n  
G o v e r n o r ' s  O f f i c e  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G r u s s e n d o r f

E n c l o s u r e s :  : '

1. C o m m i t t e e  l e t t e r  to Mt. E d g e c u m b e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t .
2. L e g a l  o p i n i o n .  • ••
3. Mt. E d g e c u m b e  p r o g r a m ,  b u d g e t  & s t u d e n t  

i n f o r m a t i o n .
4. U A F , I n s t i t u t e  of S o c i a l  a n d  E c o n o m i c  R e s e a r c h  

h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  r u r a l  s t u d e n t s .
5. P o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t  f r o m  C i t y  o f  Si t k a .
6. N e w s l e t t e r  a r t i c l e  f r o m  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s .
7. L e t t e r  t o  Go v .  H a m m o n d  f r o m  D e p t ,  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r .
8. N e w s  r e l e a s e  f r o m  Go v .  H a m m o n d .
9. B . I . A .  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  Plan.



M e m o r a n d u m

T O  : R e p  A l b e r t  P. A d a m s

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

F R O M  : E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l

SUBJECT: E s t i m a t e d  B u d g e t  - F Y  83

T he  a t t a c h e d  is f o r w a r d e d  p e r  y o u r  r e qu es t .

T he  p r o j e c t e d  b u d g e t  f or M a i n t e n a n c e  and O p e r a t i o n s  v i l l  b e  

c a l l e d  to y o u r  o f f i c e ,  M a r c h  31.

T h a n k  y o u  fo r y o u  c o n t i n u e d  s up p o r t

D A T E : M a r c h  3 0 , 1 9 3 3

rr.v.v--".:
H I !

i f

B u y  U . S .  S a v in g s  B o n d s  R e g u la r ly  o n  she P a y r o l l  S a v in g s  P l a n



c m. (« cm) tti-iu ••

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

M e m o r a n d u m

d a t e :  M a r c h  30, 1982T 0  : R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A l b e r t  A da ms

A l a s k a  Sta te L e g i s l a t u r e

F R O M  : E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

Mt. E d g e c u mb e  H i g h  School

subject: E s t i m a t e d  Budget - FY 83
A t t a c h e d  is an e s t i m a t e d  budget for the state funds r e q u e s t e d  t h r o u g h  

HB 812. T he se e s t i m a t e s  include e d u c a t i o n  and f a c i l i t y  m a i n t e n a n c e  

and o p e r a t i o n  costs, b as ed on t hre e h u n d r ed  f ifty  s t u d e n t s .  We b e l i e v e  

if w e are p e r m i t t e d  to enroll a fre s h m a n class for s ch oo l  y e a r  19 8 2 - 8 3 , 

it will affect the e n r o l l m e n t  of o t h e r  10th, 11th, a n d  12th grade 

s t u d en t s  in a p o s i t i v e  way.

The B u r e a u  has in formed us our FY 83 a l lo t m e n t  will be:

Ed uc at i o n

Ma i n t e n a n c e / O p e r a t  i ons

Our fiscal y ear begins O c t o b e r  1. 

FY 82 f und ing  level is:

E d u cat ion

Ma i nt en a n c e / O p e r a t  ions

$ 1 ,893,000.00 

2 , 6 0 0 ,0 0 0 . 0 0  

M S 3 . 0 0 0 . 0 0

$ 2 , 79 5, *51 . 0 0  
3,520,300.00

$ 6 , 3 1 5 , 7 5 1 . 0 0  

A d e c r e a s e  for FY 83 of $ 1,822, 751 -00 .

I d o  w i s h  to p oi n t  out, our  FY 82 level o f f u n d in g for e d u c a t i o n  is not 

s uf f i c i en t.  The  onl y m e t ho d  we have to not o v e r s p e n d  b e f o r e  the e nd  of 

FY 82 is to pl ace  all of o ur e d u c a t i o n  e mp l o y e e s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75, on 

e x t e n d e d  n o n - pa y  status d u r i n g  the summer months. We  h a v e  had to f u r­

lough e m p l o y e e s  for the past two s umm ers  i ri o r d e r  to m e e t  budget cuts. 

This has res ulted in an e v e n  g ie a te r  salary d i s p a r i t y  for federal 

e d u c a t i o n  e m p l o y e e s  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  to the p u b l i c  school sy stems.

I a l s o  want to e m p h a s i z e  the M t . E dg e c u m be  budget for FY 1983 is b as ed  

upon a school c l o s u r e  at the end of school year 19 8 2 -8 3 . The $ 1 , 8 9 3 , 0 0 0  

d oes not include m o n e y  for c l o s i n g  or RIF (reduct i o n - i n - f o r c e )  costs, 

or the start up of a n e w  school ye ar  in A ugu st  and S e p t e m b e r  19 8 3 -8 ^.
The e s t i m a t e d  b u dg e t  p r o j e c t i o n s  for the a l l o t m e n t  f r o m  HB 812 are 

e s t i m a t e s  onl y c o v e r i n g  the school year  19 8 2 - 8 3  to J u n e  5, 19 8 3 .

B u y  U . S .  S a v in g s  B o n d s  " R e g u la r ly  o n  th e  P a y r o l l  S a v in g s  P la n



Also, w h e n  we r e c e i v e d the i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  our D. C. o f f i c e  that we 

w ou ld  n o t  be a l l o w e d  to e nro ll  a f r e s h m a n  class, and that our bu d g e t  

w ou ld  be reduced, we had to ini tiate a s ub s tan tia l r e d u c t i o n  in our 

w o r k  force. T h e  pe rsonnel listing y ou  see on the HB 812 FY 83 bud g e t  

p r o j e c t i o n  is a listing of te ach ers  and p o s i t i o n s  we w o u l d  retain.

W i t h o u t  the add it io n a l  f u n d s  end a f r e s h m a n  class, we w o u l d  have to

r elea se t h ose  t e ac h i n g  and s up p o r t  p o s i t i o n s .  N e e d l e s s  to say, the

overall e f f ec t on the c u r r i c u l a r  o f f e r i n g s  and d e l i v e r y  s y s t e m  w o u l d  

be d is a s t r o u s .  W i t h  f u n d i n g  from the State, we w o ul d  be a b l e  to 

s uppo rt a f r e s h m a n  class, and  keep o u r  s c o p e  and d e pt h  of c u r r i c u l a r  

o f f e r i n g s  to a q u a l i t y  level.

At Mt. E d g e c u m b e ,  we r e q u i r e  four y e a r s  of English, two y e a r s  o f math, 

three a n d  o n e - h a l f  years of social s t u d i e s,  two y ea rs of hom e e c o n o m i c s  

and shop, two y e ar s  of sci e n c e , and o n e - h a l f  y e a r  of h e a l t h  and per son al 

fi nan ce,  as well as, a g o o d  c ho i c e  o f  e l e c t i v e s .  It takes an a d e q u a t e  

numbe r o f  t eac he rs  to o f f e r  the c o u r s e s  so  eac h s tu d e n t  c a n  meet the 

g r a d u a t i o n  r eq ui re men ts.  W e  have a high e d u c a t i o n  s t a n d a r d  and we  

b el i e v e time s pen t in l e a r n i n g for e a c h  individual is the key to a c h i e v e­

ment. T h i s  a l s o  takes an a d e q u a t e  s taf f to e n su re  e a c h  individual has a

share o f  the teach er’s time to e n a b l e  a d e q u a t e  prog res s.

We a l s o  b e l i e ve , it is e s s e n ti al  for us to have the a b i l i t y  to s e r v e 

the s p e c i a l i t y  a re as of special e d u c a t i o n  and remedial e d u c a t i o n  so 

that we c an  f u i l y  meet the e d u c a t i o n  needs of all our stu den ts.  W i t h­

out S t a t e  funds for FY 8 3 , o u r  c a p a b i l i t y  to fully me et  the n eeds of 

s tu d e nt s w ou ld be s e r i o u s l y  di m i ni sh e d .

Since w e  are the ‘ome and school a w a y  f ro m  home, we mus t p r o v i d e  the 

e d u c a t i o n  suppo rt and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  n o r m a l l y  p r o v i d e d  by the home.

Thus we p r o v i d e  t u t or in g  in the d o r m s  in the eve ni ng ,  libr ary  h ou r s  in 

the e v e n i n g ,  and r ec r e a t io n p r o g r a m s  in the evening, as well as, the 

basic c a r e  g iv en by the d o r m  staff. W i t h ou t  these S tat e funds, we  

w ou ld  h a v e  to cancel 8 5 % of the s u p p o r t  w e  give our s t u dent s. W i t h  all 

these s e r vi ce s ,  we are i nd i r e c tl y t e l l i n g  the kids, e d u c a t i o n  is important.

Music a n d  art a r e  two very  im portant areas of our s t u den t’s lives, and an 

i mportant part o f  their individual g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  W i t h o u t  S t a t e  

funds, w e  wo uld  have to c o n s o l i d a t e  the t e a c h i n g  of t h o s e  areas, with 

some o t h e r  teacher. Thi s a ct i o n  a l wa y s  c a u s e s  each p r o g r a m  to lose m u c h  

of its e f f e c t i v e n e s s  and success. W i t h  S ta te funds, we w o u l d  be able  to 

keep t h e s e  two important tea che rs at the school.

I hope this is so mew ha t u n d e r s t a n d a b l e .  Feel free to c a t e g o r i z e  the b u d g e t  

p ro j e c t i o n s ,  if you b e li e v e  you should.

Le Rcy  D e mmer t
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FY 83 
STAFF
E n g l i s h  T e a c h e r  
A r t  T e a c h e r  
Mus ic  T e a c h e r  
Math T e a c h e r  
S c i e n c e  T e a c h e r  
Shop T e a c h e r / p a r t  t im e  
S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  
P e r s o n n e l  O f f i c e  
C l e r k
D o r m i t o r y  A t t e n d a n t s  ( 5 )
T u t o r i n g  -  L i b r a r y  -  A r t s  £ C r a f t s  
F reshman A t h l e t i c s

TESTING/COUNSELING 
S t u d e n t  T e s t i n g
E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i l d  T e s t i n g / E v a l u a t i o n  
I n t e n s i v e  C o u n s e l i n g - S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

STUDENT TRANSPORT 
F r e s h m a n /O t h e r  s t u d e n t  t r a n s p o r t

SUPPL IES /SERV ICES
Food Se r v  i c e s / F r e  i gh t ' / F o od
Home Econom ic s  S u p p l i e s
Shop S u p p l i e s
Dorm S u pp 1 i e s
Dorm L i n e n - s h e e t s / t o w e 1s
S t u d e n t / D o rm  Laund ry  S e r v i c e s
O f f i c e  S u p p l i e s
GSA V e h i c l e

SPORTS/ACT IV IT IES  
R e c r e a t  i on
R e s t o r e  t r a c k  and f i e l d  meet 
R e s t o r e  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  mee t 
F reshman b a s k e t b a l l  ( b o y s / g i r l s )  
S p o r t s  -  b a s k e t b a l l  o f f i c i a l  f e e s

GRAND TOTAL

STAFF-SERVICES 
2 A , 0 0 0  S t a f f  T r a i n i n g  3 , 0 0 0
2 5 . 0 0 0  HHG R e l o c a t i o n  8 , 0 0 0
2 0 , 5 5 7  <e "> P l ° y e e )

2 3 . 0 0 0  

1 8 , 8 0 0  •
1 1 , 5 0 0

2 7 , 0 0 0

2 0 , 0 0 0  

1 2 , 5 0 0

7 5 . 0 0 0
1 5 . 0 0 0

5 0 0

2 , 0 0 0  

2 , 0 0 0

8 8 , i ) 0 0  ( 3  o n e -w ay  t r i p s +  em e rg e n c y  t r v l )  
( t o  s c h o o l  and nome)

7 0 , 0 0 0  

1 , 0 0 0  

8 0 0  

1 , 5 0 0  
1 , 0 0 0

1 2 5 , 0 0 0  

1 , 0 0 0  

3 , 9 0 0

5 0 0

2 , 0 0 0

3 , 0 0 0

2 , 0 0 0  

1 , 5 0 0

5 8 9 , ^ 5 7



A l a s k a  l& a t E  iG e g is la t u r E WHILE IN SESSION 
Pouch V
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l i e  P a r r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

C h a i rm a n  
C o m m it te e  o n  F in a n c e  
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(907) 274-0615
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P.O. Box 271 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3320

D e a r  S e n a t o r  P a r r :

I  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e ' s  r e p o r t  o n  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  
S c h o o l .  T h e  r e p o r t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  g o o d ,  b u t  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
s u g g e s t  o n e  c o r r e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  T h e  R e p o r t  g i v e s  a n  
a v e r a g e  o p e r a t i n g  c o s t  p e r  s t u d e n t  o f  $ 1 9 , 5 0 . 3  f o r  t h i s  
s c h o o l  y e a r .  T h i s  f i g u r e  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  b u d g e t  o f  $ 6 , 3 1 5 , 7 5 1 ,  
a n d  a  c u r r e n t  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  3 2 3 .  S i n c e  s o m e  a t t r i ­
t i o n  o c c u r s  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  
t o  u s e  =.n a v e r a g e  s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  y e a r .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  L e r o y  D e m m e r t , S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  M t .  E d g e c u m b e ,
3 6 0  i s  a  g o o d  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  ' j o . h o o l  y e a r .  U s i n g  
t h i s  f i g u r e ,  t h e  c o s t  p e r  s t u d e n t  w o u l d  b e  $ 1 7 , 5 0 0 .

I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  M t .  E d g e c o m b e ’ s  c o n s o l i d a - -  
t i o n / r e n o v a t i o n  p l a n  w o u l d  r e d u c e  c p e r a t i n g  c o s t s  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  
T h e  e n e r g y  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d ,  
a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w o u l d  b e  r e d u c e d  b y  c o m b i n i n g  
m o r e  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e n o v a t e d  b u i l d i n g s .  F o l l o w i n g  i m p l e ­
m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  w o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  a c c o m ­
o d a t e  5 0 0  s t u d e n t s  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  c o s t  o f  $ 1 0 , 4 0 0  p e r  
s t u d e n t  ( 1 9 8 2  d o l l a r s ) .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  857o o f  M t .  E d g e c u m b e ’ s  
s t u d e n t s  c o m e  f r o m  a r e a s  s e r v e d b y  R E A A ’ s ,  w h i c h  h a d  a n  
a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  c o s t  p e r  s t u d e n t  o f  $ 9 , 2 6 1  i n  F Y  8 1 .  H e n c e ,
M t .  E d g e c u m b e 1 s  c o s t  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n  t o  
r u r a l  s t u d e n t s  w o u l d  b e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  m e a n .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t  
M t .  E d g e c u m b e  i s  a  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  w h i c h  m u s t  p r o v i d e  t r a v e l ,  
h o u s i n g  a n d  s u p e r v i s i o n  7 d a y s  a  w e e k ,  i t s  c o s t  p e r  s t u d e n t  
w o u l d  c o m p a r e  \ r e r y  f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  t h e  c o s t s  o f  o t h e r  h i g h  
s c h o o l s  s e r v i n g  r u r a l  s t u d e n t s .

I f  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  w e r e  t o  b e  a q u i r e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  
t h e  s t a t e  s h o u l d  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
r e c e i v e  t h e  s u r p l u s  l a n d  a n d  b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
s c h o o l .  T h e  p r o c e e d s  f r o m  t h e i r  s a l e  c o u l d  t h e n  b e  u s e d  t o  
d e f r a y  t h e  c a p i t a l  c o s t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n / r e n o ­
v a t i o n  p l a n .

A l t h o u g h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  t o  
p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i c i  f o r  A l a s k a n  N a t i v e s ,  i f  t h e  s t a t e  w e r e  t o  
a c q u i r e  M t .  E d g e c u m b e ,  t h i s  r a c i a l  c r i t e r i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  
u s e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  s t u d e n t  e l i g i b i l i t y .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  t h e n  
b e c o m e s ,  s h o u l d  t h e  s t a t e  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a k e  t h i s  u n i q u e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  A l a s k a ' s  s t u d e n t s .
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I  u r g e  y o u  t o  s c h e d u l e  S e n a t e  B i l l  8 4 4 ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  c r e a t e  
t h e  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  R e g i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A t t e n d a n c e  A r e a ,  f o r  a  
h e a r i n g  i n  y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  A t  t h i s  
p o i n t ,  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  o p e r a t e  f o r  o n e  m o r e  
s c h o o l  y e a r ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  a  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s .  I t  b e h o o v e s  t h e  
A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  m a k e  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h i s  i s s u e  t h i s  
y e a r ,  s o  t h a t  i f  t h e  s t a t e  d e c i d e s  t o  o p e r a t e  M t .  E d g e c u m b e ,  
t h e  s c h o o l  c a n  a v o i d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  s h u t  d o w n ,  a n d  b e g i n  
p l a n n i n g  t h e i r  f u t u r e  i n s t e a d .

H o u s e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e M t .  E d g e c u m b e  T a s k  F o r c e

B e t t e  C a t o ,  C h a i r

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s H o u s e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
F r e d  F .  Z h a r o f f
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

c c :  S e n a t o r  T e r r y  S t i m s o n
S e n a t o r  M i k e  C o l l e t t a  
S e n a t o r  V i c  F i s c h e r  
S e n a t o r  T i m  K e l l y

A P A / w l r
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The H o n o r a b l e  C h a r l e s  H. P a r r  
The L e g i s l a t u r e  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Pouch V 
Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D ea r  S e n a t o r  P a r r :

I h a v e  been  a s ked  t o  comment on t h e  p r o p o s e d  u s e  o f  t h e  Mount Edgecumbe 
S c h o o l  as a minimum s e c u r i t y  j a i l .  The i s s u e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s e l e c t i n g  a 
s i t e  and s t r u c t u r e  f o r  such a use  a r e  many.

The l o c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be one t h a t  p r o v i d e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i nm a t e s  t o  l i v e  
in  an u n c o n f i n e d  a tm o s p h e r e .  Such t h i n g s  as p e r i m e t e r  s e c u r i t y  a r e  n o n ­
e x i s t e n t .  The i nm a t e  c o u l d  w a lk  away f r o m  a minimum s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n  i f  he  
so  d e s i r e d .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  minimum s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n s  i s  c a r e f u l l y  
s e l e c t e d  and c o n s i s t s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  who a r e  a d j u s t i n g  t o  p r e - r e l e a s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  
A l s o ,  p r i s o n e r s  whose r e m a i n i n g  s e n t e n c e s  a r e  o f  s h o r t  d u r a t i o n .  Mos t minimum 
f a c i l i t y  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  i n  p o p u l a t e d  a r e a s  and t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  s u ch  c l o s e  
i n t e r a c t i o n  be tween p r i s o n e r s  and t h e  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  q u e s t i o n e d  by  
many. U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  commun i ty  w i l l  h a v e  much t o  s a y  a b o u t  
such a l o c a t i o n .

O r d i n a r i l y ^  t h e  a c r e a g e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a minimum s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n  w ou l d  be 
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a l l o w  o u t d o o r  a c t i v i t i e s .  O f t e n  t h i s  wou ld  i n c l u d e  f a r m i n g .
A n o t h e r  l o c a t i o n a l  f a c t o r  has t o  do w i t h  p r o x i m i t y  o f  i nm a t e s  t o  t h e i r  c o m m un i t i e s  
and f a m i l i e s .  T h e i r  r e - e n t r y  t o  n o rma l  l i f e  w i l l  be b e n e f i t e d  by t h e i r  
a b i l i t y  t o  have  c l o s e  c om m un i c a t i o n s .  T h i s  f a c t o r  g e n e r a l l y  means t h a t  such 
p r i s o n s  s h o u l d  be n e a r  p o p u l o u s  a r e a s .  Most i n m a t e s  who wou ld  q u a l i f y  f o r  
t h i s  t y p e  o f  p l a c em en t  wou ld  n o t  be f r o m  S i t k a  o r  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a .  T r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n  a l o n e  can become a c o s t  and l o g i s t i c a l  c o n c e r n .

The s t r u c t u r a l  u s e s  needed f o r  minimum s e c u r i t y  f a c i l i t i e s  can be c a t e g o r i z e d  
as h o u s i n g ,  p r o g r am ,  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e .  These  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  
met by  a number o f  s t r u c t u r e s  which may be t i e d  t o g e t h e r  by a s e r v i c e  c o r e .
The s t r u c t u r e s  i n v o l v e  d i f f e r e n t  sp ace  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i t h  p l u m b in g ,  w i r i n g ,  
and m e c h a n i c a l  s y s t em s  d e s i g n e d  f o r  e a c h .  The se  r e q u i r e m e n t s  can be mo r e  
e a s i l y  m e t ,  and u s u a l l y  at  a l e s s e r  c o s t  i n  now b u i l d i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  
r e n o v a t i o n .  Our e s t im a t e s  f o r  t h e  r e n o v a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  t o  p r i s o n  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  h i g h  compa red  t o  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s .  A l s o ,  
e f f i c i e n t  s p a c e  u t i l i z a t i o n  i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c h i e v e  i n  b u i l d i n g  
r e n o v a t i o n .
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The g r e a t  need f o r  bed sp ace  a t  t h i s  t im e  i s  n o t  i n  minimum c u s t o d y  s p a c e ,  
bu t  f o r  c l o s e  and maximum s e c u r i t y  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s .  I t  i s  mos t  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  be e f f e c t i v e l y  u t i l i z e d  f o r  a c l o s e  o r  maximum 
s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n .

At t h i s  t im e  i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
Edgecumbe S c h o o l  as  a minimum s e c u r i t y  p r i s o n .  H oweve r ,  b e f o r e  t h e  end 
o f  A p r i l  members o f  my s t a f f  and D ep a r tm en t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  v i s i t  t h e  s i t e  t o  g e t h e r  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s i t e ,  b u i l d i n g  f l o o r  p l a n s ,  and s t r u c t u r a l  and m e c h an i c a l  
c o n d i t i o n s .  Howeve r ,  many o f  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  w ou ld  be a d d r e s s e d  have  been 
i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r .

The i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  o f  my s t a f f  t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u l d  be r e n o v a t e d  
i s  one  o f  d o u b t .

P l e a s e  l e t  me know i f  I can be o f  any f u r t h e r  h e l p .  My s t a f f  and I a r e  
p r e p a r e d  t o  wo rk  w i t h  y ou  t o  p r o v i d e  a sound p r i s o n  s y s t em  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a  a t  t h e  l e a s t  c o s t  p o s s i b l e .

S i n c e r e l y ,

O jS e iî
He le n  D. B e i r n e  
Commi s s i  o n e r
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S U B J E C T :

V T O :

F r e s h m a n  c l a s s  a t  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  
S c h o o l  ( C S H B  8 1 2  ( F i n a n c e ) )

S e n a t o r  C h a r l e s  H .  P a r r  
C h a i r m a n ,  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  
a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: R i c h a r d  A .  B r a d l e y  &-y 
L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n s e l  ■h--7

N a n c y  D i e t r i c k  h a s  a s k e d  t h a t  I  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  p o l i c y  
i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  C SHB  8 1 2  
( F i n a n c e )  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  g r a n t  o f  f u n d s  t o  a  p r o g r a m  i n  w h i c h  r a c i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a p p e a r  t o  e x i s t .

W h i l e  t h e  A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  f r o w n s  o n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  s u b ­
s t a n t i v e  l a n g u a g e  t o  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  a c t  ( s e e  A r t i c l e  I I ,
S e c .  1 3 ) ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  i n  S e c .  1 o f  t h e  
b i l l  a r e  r a t h e r  t h i n .  " T h e  s um  o f  $ 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  g e n e r a l  f u n d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  b e  
u s e d  t o  e n a b l e  f r e s h m e n  t o  a t t e n d  M o u n t  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  
d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1 9 8 2 " .  T h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
h a s  p r o v i d e d  n o  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
o r  t h e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  u s e  i n  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  
o f  t h e  f u n d s .  P r e s u m a b l y ,  t h e r e  i s  a n  i m p l i c i t  c o n d i t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  f u n d s  a r e  n o t  t b e  s p e n t  i f  f r e s h m e n  a r e  n o t  
a d m i t t e d .  O t h e r  a s p e c  * o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a r e  n o t  t r e a t e d .  I
a s s u m e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  Oi. E d u c a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  p r u d e n t  t o  o f f e r
t h e  f u n d s  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  o n l y  o n  t h e  
e x e c u t i o n  o f  a n  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a n d  
I n t e r i o r  t h a t  a c h i e v e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  g o a l s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  s e c o n d  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  m o r e  t r o u b l e s o m e .  I t  
h a s  b e e n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e  a n d ,  I
b e l i e v e ,  t h e  a d v i c e  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  t h a t  t h e
p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  U . S .  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  i t s  a m e n d m e n t s  a n d
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t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  I ,  S e c s .  1 ,  3 ,  a n d  7  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o b l e m s  f o r  a  s t a t e  
p r o g r a m  w h e r e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  h a s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
b a s e d  o n  r a c e .

T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  I ,  S e c .  3 ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  p r o v i d e :

No p e r s o n  i s  t o  b e  d e n i e d  t h e  e n j o y m e n t  o f  a n y  c i v i l  o r  
p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t  b e c a u s e  o f  r a c e ,  . . .

I  c o n s i d e r  i t  u n a r g u a b l e  t h a t  a d m i s s i o n  t o  a n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  
c i v i l  r i g h t .  H o o t c h  v .  A l a s k a  S t a t e  O p e r a t e d  S c h o o l -  S y s t e m ,
5 3 6  P . 2 d  7 9 3  ( 1 9 7 5 ) .  And  w h i l e  H o o t c h  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  t n e  
m e t h o d s  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  d i d  n o t  
n e e d  t o  b e  i d e n t i c a l  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  5 3 6  P . 2 d  a t  8 0 3 ,  n o  
p a r t  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  c o u l d  b e  r a c i a l .

I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s t u d e n t s  i n  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  
H i g h  S c h o o l  w h o  a r e  n o t  N a t i v e .  I  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h i s  r e s u l t  
o c c u r s  b e c a u s e  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  a s  t h e  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t o r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  h a s  a d o p t e d  s t a t u s  a s  a n  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  
a s  a  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a d m i s s i o n .

I  m a k e  t h i s  p o i n t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  
o t h e r  B u r e a u  s c h o o l s  i n  A l a s k a ,  w h i l e  u n a r g u a b l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  e d u c a t e  N a t i v e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o m m u n i t y ,  h a v e  t y p i c a l l y  e d u c a t e d  a n y  p e r s o n  
r e s i d e n t  i n  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  e t h n i c  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h a t  p e r s o n .  T o  t h a t  e x t e n t ,  t h e  B I A  v i l l a g e  
s c h o o l s  a r e  a  s p e c i e s  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s c h o o l  a n d  
a d m i s s i o n  i s  n o t  r a c i a l l y  d e f i n e d .

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a  w i t h d r a w a l  b y  t h e  I n t e r i o r  D e p a r t m e n t  
f r o m  e d u c a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s  i n  A l a s k a  w i l l  f o r c e  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  
i t s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o r  r e g i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  a t t e n d a n c e  
a r e a s  t o  a s s u m e  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  n o  l o n g e r  
a t t e n d i n g  B I A  s c h o o l s .

T o  t h a t  e x t e n t ,  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  t h e  f u n d s  b y  t h e  s t a t e  t o  
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  t o  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  
i s  a n  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  a  s t a t e  p u r p o s e .  T h a t  i s ,  i f  t h e  l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  p r o g r a m ,  i t  w i l l  
n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  o t h e r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  u n a r g u a b l e  n e e d  t o  
e d u c a t e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  q u e s t i o n .
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B u t  I  am  t r o u b l e d  b y  t h e  d i s p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  
r e s u l t  f r o m  t h i s  e x p e n d i t u r e .  I f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  m a k e s  a n  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a i d  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  
r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e  d a y  s c h o o l s  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e m ,  n o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  v i o l a t i o n  o c c u r s  e v e n  i f  a l l  o f  
t h e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  h a p p e n  t o  b e  N a t i v e  
A l a s k a n s ,  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  
c o m m u n i t y  w h o  l i v e  i n  t h e  m o r e  r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  
w h e r e  d a y  s c h o o l s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  I n  s u c h  a  s i t u a t i o n ,  
t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  s t r u c t u r e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  a  s o l u t i o n  w h i c h  
t r e a t s  t h e  N a t i v e  a n d  t h e  n o n - N a t i v e  s e p a r a t e l y  a s  m e m b e r s  
o f  d i s c r e t e  g r o u p s .

B u t  a s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  
S c h o o l ,  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  f o c u s e s  o n  s t u d e n t s  w h o  
q u a l i f y  a s  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  a n d  i t  m a y  b e  t h a t  a  m e a s u r a b l e  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t u d e n t  b o d y  a t  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  i s  n o t  
f r o m  r u r a l  A l a s k a  c o m m u n i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e r e  a r e  n o  s e c o n d a r y  
s c h o o l s .

I  a s s u m e  t h a t  i t  i s  f a i r  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a  
b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  i s  t o  s o m e  m e a s u r a b l e  e x t e n t  m o r e  b e n e f i c i a l  
t o  t h e  s t u d e n t  t h a n  e d u c a t i o n  b y  m e a n s  o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f o r  
t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  n o  h i g h  s c h o o l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e m .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  a  c e r t a i n  n u m b e r  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  a r e  p r e f e r r e d  o v e r  
h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w h o s e  o n l y  o p t i o n  i s  e d u c a t i o n  b y  m e a n s  
o f  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  s e p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n c o m i n g  
f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  a t  M t . E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  T h e  a s s u m p t i o n  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  p r o b l e m  r e l i e s  o n  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  s u g g e s t e d  
i n  t h i s  m e m o r a n d u m .  G i v e n  t h e s e  p r e m i s e s ,  I  d o  n o t  k n o w  
w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  m i g h t  e s t a b l i s h  
f o r  t h e  g r a n t  o f  f u n d i n g  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  M t . E d g e c u m b e  
f r e s h m a n  c l a r s .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  p e r h a p s  a v o i d  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h i s  m e m o r a n d u m .

I f  I  m a y  a s s i s t  f u r t h e r ,  p l e a s e  a d v i s e .

R A B : l j b
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The H o n o r a b l e  J a l m a r  K e r t t u l a  
P r e s i d e n t ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
Pouch  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 81 1  

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e r t t u l a :

As y o u  a r e  p r o b a b l y  aw a r e ,  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  had 
p r e v i o u s l y  s c h e d u l e d  c l o s i n g  M t .  Edgecumbe B o a r d i n g  H igh  S c h o o l  a t '  
t h e  • c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 8 1 - 8 2  s c h o o l  y e a r .  T h e - .  Reagan 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  a f t e r  r e c e i ' - ' g much p o l i t i c a l  p r e s s u r e ,  h a s  d e c i d e d  
t o  e x t e n d  t h e  c l o s i n g  d a t e  „o  t h e  end o f  t h e  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  s c h o o l  y e a r .  
As a f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h a t  p l a n n e d  c l o s u r e ,  t h e  B IA  ha s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
M t .  Edgecumbe w i l l  a c c e p t  no f r e s h m e n  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  1 9 8 2 - 8 3  
s c h o o l  y e a r .  As t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f -  E d u c a t i o n ,  I  
v i e w  t h e s e  a c t i o n s  by t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  be i n  h a rmony  w i t h  
t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d ' s  l o n g - h e l d  p o s i t i o n  f a v o r i n g  t h e  p l a n n e d ,  o r d e r l y  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  B u r e au  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  f r o m '  A l a s k a  P u b l i c  
E d u c a t i o n  and  f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e  i n  o u r
e d u c a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .

A r e c e n t  a c t i o n  by  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,
h o w e v e r ,  t h r e a t e n s  ' t o  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  v e r y  h e a r t  o f  o u r  - p o l i c y  
s u p p o r t i n g  a s i n g l e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  d e l i v e r y  s y s t em  i n  A l a s k a .  On 
A p r i l  8 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  t h e  House p a s s e d  CS/HB 8' 1 ( F i n a n c e )  w h i c h ,  i f
e n a c t e d ,  wou l t i  a p p r o p r i a t e  $1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  f o r  a 9 8 2 - 8 3  f r e s h m a n  c l a s s  
a t  M t .  Edgecumbe .  The  f u n d s  ( $ 6 ' , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 )  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  
o n e  y e a r ,  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  m on i e s  b u d g e t e d  f o r  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  t h o s e
s t u d e n t s  i n t o  l o c a l  s c h o o l s .  The p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  
p r o v i d i n g  s t a t e  a i d  f o r  a f e d e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  
s u c h  an  a c t  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  s e v e r a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n c e r n s .  F u r t h e r ,  I  
h a v e  s e r i o u s  d o u b t s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  u s i n g  
s t a t e  f u n d s  t o - s u p p o r t  a n o n p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y ,  wh ich  may . o r  may n o t  
c o n t i n u e  i n ’ e x i s t e n c e ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  p r e v i o u s l y  c o m m i t t e d  s t a t e  
a i d  t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  c u t  b e l ow  f u l l  e n t i t l e m e n t s .

L a s t l y ,  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e ,  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  f ew  y e a r s ,  
d e v e l o p e d  p r o g r am s  and  c o n s t r u c t e d  f a c i l i t i e s  w i t h  a l o n g - r a n g e  v i ew  
t o w a r d  a b s o r b i n g  e x i s t i n g  B IA  s t u d e n t s .  The a c t i o n  by t h e  House  i s  
c o u n t e r  p r o d u c t i v e  t o  t h o s e  p l a n s  and a g a i n  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
w h e t h e r  t h a t  i s s u e  w i l l  e v e r  be s e t t l e d  i n  a d i s p o s i t i v e  f a s h i o n .



I .  r i  s p e c t f u l l y  u r g e  t h e  S e n a t e  t o  e n d o r s e  t h e  S t a t e  B o a r d ' s  p o l i c y  
o f  a s i n g l e  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e l i v e r y  s y s t em  i n  A l a s k a  by o p p o s i n g  
e n a c tm e n t  o f  any  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u l d  p r o l o n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  
M t .  Edgecumbe a s  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

V i n c e n t  H. Casey  
P r e s i d e n t

c c :  G o v e r n o r  J a y  S .  Hammond
Membe rs ,  A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
M embe r s ,  S t a t e  B o a r d  o f  E d u c a t i o n  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  M a r s h a l l  L .  L i n d  
DOE/MLF
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This study examines academic success, d r o p o u t ,  and graduat ion 
rates nT Alaska Native's a I. the Univers i ty o f  Alaska a I. Fai rbanks 
( U A F )  th rough l.hc laic t!J70s.  I I . exp lo re s :

•  Wales o f  academic success and d r o p o u t  among Native 
students who en ro l l ed  as new co l lege f reshmen f rom 1 0 0 0  

through 10 70 .
•  I le la f ionsh ips between standardized lest  scores, high schoo l  

A grades, and o th e r  factors,  to the co l lege success o f  Native
students.

•  Co l lege success rates o f  Native f reshmen f r om  the new smal l 
vi l lage high schoo ls .

•  Numbers  oT Nat ive students graduating with associate, bacca­
laureate,  and graduate degrees in d i f f e r en t  f ields o f  s tudy.

The  purpose o f  this s tudy is to pr ovide basic statistical i n f o rm a ­
t ion on Native co l lege success at U A F  which can be used in iden t i fy ­
ing p rob lem areas and prog ram needs. Whi le wc draw at ten t ion  to 
p rog ram changes at U A F  dur ing the 1 070 s ,  this research was n o t  de­
signed to exp lain changes in success rates. Rather ,  it is intended to 
br ing them to the at ten t ion  o f  educators and the Native c ommun i ty .

M E T H O D S

Ou r  statistics on academic success and d r op - ou t  rates arc based 
on  Univers i ty o f  Alaska student  records .  However ,  since many  stu­
dents in registering cbooso n o t  to iden t i fy  themselves by  ethnic or i ­
gin, this source o f  in f o rm a t i o n  is incomplete .  T he r e f o r e ,  we supp le­
men ted univers i ty records with in f o rma t ion  f r om  the .Student O r ien ­
tat ion Services Program ( SO S )  which wo rk s  c lose ly with Native 
students.  *

P r e - 1 975  in fo rmat ion  on  the success rates o f  f i rs t-t ime Native

Mlecnuse o f  lime and budget limitations, wc used university records alone (with­
out SOS supplementation) to obtain additional data on the success o f  Native stu­
dents from different types o f  high schools who entered UAF In 19711 and 1979. 
Adding data from these years enabled us to increase the size o f  ou r population 
group o f  Native students who grndhntcd from small village high schools.



• f reshmen comes f r om two ear l ie r  puoiicniaons. -  cunusi.ies j r om  me. 
l ! ) 7 i»-1 5 1 7 1 ) years were co l lec ted by the third au th o r  o f  this study, 
Velma Hubbard ,  with the coope ra t i on  o f  the SOS  program. I tints oX 
Native co l lege graduates were compi led  f r om  commencemen t  p r o ­
grams;  SOS  program records ;  and records o f  the Cross-Cu l tura l  E d u ­
cation Deve lopmen t  Prog ram (X-CICD),  a f ield-based teacher training 
p rog ram . •'

De f in i t i on  o f  "Academ ic  Success"
"Success”  is a va lue- laden term which can he def ined in many 

d i f f e r en t  ways.  S ince the p r ima ry  purpose o f  this s tudy was to  m on i ­
t o r  change in Native s tuden ts ’ col lege pe r f o rmance  over t ime,  wc 
used the de f in i t ion o f  co l lege success that  we had used in ear l ie r  p ub ­
l ications.  Thus ,  we cou ld  c ompa re  success rates in the 19G0s,  ear ly 
1 9 7 0 s ,  and late 1970s .

A student  was placed in the "co l lege success" ca tegory  i f  he o r  
she earned at least a 2 . 0  (m in imum  passing) average grade and re­
ceived at least 7 .0  o r  mo re  credi ts per semester (ha i r  the numbe r  o f  
credi ts needed to advance in class standing)  during the f i rs t  en r o l l ­
men t  in col lege. Wc based success on credits comp le ted  as wel l  as 
grndc-point average because, in some cases, s tudents fai l ing classes 
chose to  d r op  mos t o f  thei r  course load dur ing the semester .  Thus ,  a 
s tuden t  cou ld conceivab ly  end up with a 4 .0  gradc -poin t average by 
d ropp ing  all hu t  one course.

S om e  educators p re fe r  a more  r igo rous de f i n i t i on  o f  col lege 
success—earning at least a 2 . 0  average grade and at least 1 2  credits 
per semester  dur ing the f i rs t e n ro l lm en t  in col lege.  Twe lve  credi ts is 
the m in imum number  o f  credi ts a student can earn per semester 
and mainta in fu l l - t ime student  standing. We p rov ide  in f o rmat ion  in 
supp lementa ry  f o o tno t e s  on the success ra les o f  f i rs t-t ime Nntivc 
f reshmen f r om  . 19 75 -1 979  when the 2 . 0  C .PA /12  credi ts -pcr-scmcstcr 
de f i n i t i on  o f  success is used. However ,  we p re fe r  the less st r ingent

2'i'hesc nrc; Karen Kohout and Judith Kleinfeld, Masha Natives in Higher Educa­
tion (Fairbanks: University o f  Alaska, Institute of  Social, Kconomic, and Gov­
ernment Itcscnrch, ISKOR Report No. 40, i974 ) ;  Judith Kleinfeld, Masha 
Native Students and Collette. Success (Fairbanks: University o f  Alaska, Institute 
o f  Social and Kconomic Research, Occasional Paper No. 14, 1078). See these 
publications for additional information on the definitions o f  "Native" student 
(self-identification or 1/4 or more Native on college or Uurcnu of  Indian Affairs 
records) and "first-time freshmen" (a student who had net previously enrolled 
in a program of  higher education).
^We have not Included X-CED students, however, in statistics on academic suc­
cess and drop out rales. With the exception o f  statistics on UAF graduates, this 
study concerns Native freshmen on the UAF campus.
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di f f i cu l t ie s (hi r ing the f irst semeste r  o r  two.  , .

In sum, this s tudy uses n comb ina t ion  o f  grndc-point nvcrngr 
and credi ts at tained as the measure f o r  academic success. T h e  mosl  
c o m m on l y  used index o f  co l l ege success, in contrast ,  is drop-nut- rd le .  
D r o p - o u t  statistics, however ,  can he quite misleading. As this s tudy 
shows,  many  Nat ive (and  ntm-Nal . ive) .students leave f o r  a semester  or 
tw o  and later return to col lege.  Thus ,  d r op - ou t  rates at any single 
p o in t  in time d o  no t  indicate what  p r opo r t i on  o f  Native students 
have pe rmanen t ly  l e f t  col lege and what  p r op o r t i o n  are taking a sem­
ester o f f .  One approach to this p r ob l em  is to examine d r op  o u t  rales 
on l y  among those who have had at least 4 yea rs to re-enrol l  in 
col lege.  Whi le we have done  such analyses,  ser ious p rob lems sti l l  re­
main.  Fi rst ,  s tudents may enro l l  a t  ano the r inst i tut ion ,  such as a 
c om m un i t y  eol iege,  and wc wil l have inaccurate ly l isted them as 
d ropou t s .  Second ,  using d r o p o u t  as an index o f  " f a i l u r e ”  incor­
rect l y impl ies that s tudents have received l it t le benef i t  f r om  time 
spen t success ful ly  comp le t ing col lege courses. O u r  exper ience has 
been l l in t  Native students with some col lege exper ience have an ad­
vantage in the j o b  market .

In shor t ,  we present d r o p - o u t  statistics because this in fo rmat ion  
is c om m on l y  requested by legislators and universi ty administ rators 
interested in an inst i tu t ion ’s “ ho ld ing powe r . ”  However ,  in o u r  view, 
a far  m o r e  in fo rmat iv e  measure o f  Nat ive col lege success is the num ­
ber o f  Native students successful ly comp le t ing a pa r t i cu la r  numbe r  o f  
credi t hours .

L imitat ions o f  S tudy
Th is  study is l imited to an analysis o f  Nat ive col lege succcss’nt a 

single inst i tut ion ,  the Univers i ty oT Alaska at Fai rbanks .  Rates o f  
success at  this inst itution a r c  impo r tan t  because U A F  accounts for  
the largest numbe r  o f  Alaska Natives who obta in bnccaiaurcalc and 
graduate degrees / 1 However ,  large numbers  o f  Native students also 
at tend co l lege aL the Universi ty o f  Alaska at Anchorage,  Alaska 
c om m un i t y  col leges, and inst i tut ions outside o f  Alaska.  Wc d o  no t 
kn ow  the ex ten t  to which changes in Native col lege success at  UAF  
represent mo re  general  trends.

A second l im ita t ion o f  this s tudy is tha t in examining changes in 
success, w c used univers ity records ,  which conta in on ly  such infor-

o f A Today: Decrees and Other Normal Awards Conferred tiy the. University 
o f  Alaska, 1978-70 (University o f  Alaska: Office o f  Inslilulion.il Planning, Re­
search Report 80-1).
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mnl ion  its ngej sex, and standardized le st  scores. With this da ta base, 
wc can do  no more  Mian p rov ide du e s  f o r  la te r  investigation into t l ic 
causes o f  Native co l lege success and d r opou t .  F o r  examp le ,  wc have 
found a mode ra te ly  s t rong re lat ionship between dec lar ing a ma jo r  
and academic success. Ye t ,  declar ing a ma jo r  may he on l y  an indica­
tion o f  ano the r  factor ,  a sense o f  pu rpose in col lege,  which we have 
no t measured direct ly .

Academic Success Hates o f  Native Freshmen at UA F
between 15)63 and 15)78,  academic success among fu l l - t ime 

Native f reshmen increased, despi te the fact that during this period 
the Univers i ty en ro l l ed  an increasingly large numbe r  o f  rura l s tudents 
with l ow  levels o f  academic preparat ion .

In  the 1 960 s ,  less than a th i rd o f  Native f reshmen succeeded in 
col lege (F igure  1) .  In the ear ly 15170s, rates o f  academic success 
great ly increased, with ov e r  4 0  pe rcent o f  Native f reshmen succeed­
ing in co l lege by 1 975 . ' ’  Dur ing the Inter 1 9 70 s ,  however ,  success 
rales f undamen ta l l y  reached a plateau.  The  ma jo r  improvement ,  in 
short ,  occurred in the ear ly 1 9 70 s .

The  increase in Native academic success in the f irst h a l f  o f  the 
1 9 7 0 s  is m o r e  impressive than these f igures indicate because o f  the 
decrease in the academic prepa rat ion  o f  the Native f reshmen who arc 
at tending U A F ,  as measured by standardized t e s t s .M o s t  f reshmen 
at U A F  have taken the Amer ican Col lege Test  (A C T ) ,  in which scores 
range r r om 3 6  ( 9 9 t h  percent i le )  to 0 . Na t i ona l l y ,  the average ACT  
score fo r  col lege f reshmen is 1 8 . 7 .  In 1 9 6 3 ,  o n l y  12  percent o f  
Native f reshmen came to. co l lege with very l ow  ACT  scores o f  1 0  o r  
be low (Tab le  1 ).  B y  1 9 7 1 ,  3 0  percent o f  the Nat ive f reshmen had 
ACT  scores in this range. In  the late 1 9 7 0 s  the p r opo r t i on  increased 
to 5 5  pe rcent . 7

'’ Using Mir more stringent academic success criterion o f  at least a 2.0 gradc-poinl 
average and 12 or more credits completed per semester, success rales for fu l l­
time Native freshmen nrc: I5)7!>, 30 percent (N - 6 3 ) ;  15)70, 31 percent (N " 7 2 ) ;  
15)77, 32  percent (N~7' l ) ; 15)7(1, 32  percent (N - 7 2 ) ,  (incomplete In formation); 
15)75), 33 percent (N " 7 4 ) ,  (incomplete information).
^Whether such standardized tests arc appropriate measures o f  academic ability 
for minority students, such as Alaska Natives, Is a continuing educational contro­
versy. However, as wc will later discuss, ACT scores are moderately strong pre­
dictors o f  academic success fo r  Native students as they arc fo r non-Native stu­
dents. Such tests are useful indicators o f  how well students are likely to do in a 
college selling, even though they may he poor measures o f  "inte llectual ability."
7A score in this range indicates that the student Is at the 7 III percentile o r below, 
compared to students nationally who look  the ACT test.
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Y e a r  E n t e r e d  U n i v e r s i t y

N u m b e r  o l

N e w  E r c s l m i n n :  ( 3 7 )  ( G 1 )  ( 7 3 1  ( 0 9 1  ( 1 0 5 1  ( G 3 I  ( 7 2 1  ( 7 - 1 )  ( 1 1 5 1 ’ ( - ) '

• I n c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t j n n .

S o u r c e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o l  A l n s k n ,  O l l l c e  o l  A d m i s s i o n s  a n d  U n c o r d s ;  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  S O S  s t a l l

Figure 1. Academic Success Rates o f  Native Freshmen Who 
Entered U A F  Between 1 9 6 3  and 1 9 7 9

In sum, Nat ive f r eshmen ’s col lege success at U A F  rose in the 
ear l y 1 9 7 0 s  despi te nil increasing numbe r  o f  Nat ive students with 
l imited academic prepa rat ion .  Success rates remained stable in the 
late 1 9 7 0 s  despi te ano the r  substant ia l  increase in f reshmen with low 
AC T  scores. Whi le the success rate o f  Nat ive f reshmen who  entered 
with A C T  scores in the l owes t range ( 1 0  o r  hc low )  did n o t  increase 
much dur ing the late 1 070 s ,  gains in the success rates did occu r f o r  
Native f reshmen who entered with med ium to high AC T  scores 
(F igu re  2 ) ;  this was especial ly t rue f o r  those with the high ACT  
scores.

In addi t ion to this increase in success, the numbe r  o f  new 
Native f reshmen enter ing the Universi ty o f  Alaska increased substan­
t ia l ly  dur ing the 1 9 7 0 s  (F igure 1 ) .  Again, the m a j o r  increase occurred 
in the cni ly 1 9 7 0 s ,  with what appears to be a level ing o f f  in the late
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Act Scorns o f  Native Freshmen Who Entered UA F  
Between 1 9 6 3  and 1 9 7 0

ACT Distributions over Time
Composite 
ACT Scores 19G3 19G0 1971 1975 -1970

Low ( 0 1 0 ) 12% 12% 30% 55%
Medium (11-20 ) G7 71 57 41
High (21+) 21 17 13 «' 4

Total 100% 100% 100% 100%

Average ACT Score 1G.7 1G.0 13.9 9.7

Number o l  Students' (33 ) (50 ) (97) (300 )

’ Onset) on students fo r whom ACT scores were available.

Source: University o l  Alaska, Office of Admissions and Records; supple­
mented by SOS staff.

1970s .  E n ro l lm en t  f igures, however ,  are erratic. T h e y  re f lec t  var ious 
social changes- f o r  examp le ,  the avai labi l i ty o f  high-paying j ob s  d u r ­
ing the cons t ruc t ion  o f  the t rans-Alaska pipeline. Moreove r ,  we may  
have om i t t ed  some Native students , pa r t icu lar ly those who  did n o t  
use SO S  services. I t  Is clear,  however ,  that the en ro l lm en t  o f  non- 
Native f reshmen at  U A F  increased marked ly  f r om  the 1 0 0 0 s  to the 
1970s .  Mo re  students en ro l l ed ,  and mo re  o f  these succeeded academ­
ical ly.

Reasons f o r  Increase in Success
The  reasons f o r  the increase in the col lege success o f  Nnl ivc 

students in the 1 9 7 0 s  are comp lex  and involve numerous  po l i t ica l  
and econom ic  deve lopmen ts .  F o r  example ,  the se t t l ement  o f  the 
Alaska Nat ive Land Cla ims in 1 9 7 1  focused at ten t ion on  the need f o r  
educated Natives to s t a f f  the regional  and vil lage co rpo ra t io ns  es tab­
lished unde r the Land  Cla ims Act .  Dur ing the late 1 060 s  as wel l , the 
success o f  m ino r i t y  groups in col lege became a nationa l  issue. U A F  
admin ist rators and facu l ty  became more  aware o f  the p rob lems  o f  
Native students and mo re  wi l l ing to case university requi rements .  In
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S t u d e n t s  w i t h  L o w  S t u d e n t s  w i l l i  M e d i u m  S t u d e n t s  w i t h  l l i c i h  

A C T  S c o r e s *  A C T  S c o r e s  A C T  S c o r e s

' A n  A C T  s c o r e  b e l o w  1 0  I s  d e l i n c d  a s  l o w ;

I r o m  1 1 - 2 0 ,  m e d i u m ;  n n d  2 1  t ,  I d y l l .

Source: Universily o f  Alaska, Office o l Admissions and Records; 
supplemented by SOS stall.

Figure 2. Academic Success Ra les  o f  Native Freshmen with 
D i f fe ren t AC T  Scores Who Entered U A F  Between 
1 0 6 9  and 1 9 7 0

addi t ion ,  a special new prog ram , S tuden t  Or ienta t ion Services, was 
deve loped at U A F  in 1 9 0 9 .  The program provides academic advising 
and tutor ing services, sponsors seminars,  and serves as a gathering 
place Tor indents .  In addi t ion ,  s tudents may enro l l  in such special 
courses as cross-cul tural  commun ica t i on ,  which arc combined with 
regular f reshmen courses,  such as an th ropo logy .  8 0 S  inst ructors 
at tend these f reshmen courses with students to tench such skil ls as 
no tc lnking and wri ting research papers. The  basic 8 0 S  program 
approach was deve loped during the ear ly 1 970 s  and the program 
gained addi t iona l  exper ience in the late 1970s .

T h e  deve lopmen t  b f  these programs in the ear ly 1 9 7 0 s  appears 
to have had the greatest bene f i t  f o r  Nat ive students with low levels o f
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academic, prepa rat ion who  were  'more l ik e ly  to need tIVe services .SUM 
could  provide.  In 1905), Tor examp le ,  I h o  academic, si lcerss rate o f  
Native fre: : l tmen with very l ow  A ( !T  s e n t w a s  0  percent ;  in 15)72, it 
was 118 pe rcen t . }l However ,  in the la te I l)7C)s o n l y  min imal  gains in 
academic success occu r red f o r  Nat ive students in this low-Af. ’T  range. 
A t  least f o r  these students ,  a l im it  may have been reached in what 
I lie university can accomp l ish with i bis approach.  Fu r th e r  gains in 
col lege success may  requi re m o r e  a t ten t i on  to academic, ski l ls at the 
high schoo l  level .

i*
D r o p  ou t Ra les o f  Nat ive F reshmen at  U A F

The drop-nu l.  rate o f  Native students at I I A F  has decl ined since 
15)63 hut is stil l e x t r eme ly  high. Due to the p rob lem ol" ca lculat ing 
d r o p o u t  when students leave f o r  awhi le and later  re-enro l l ,  we f irst 
examined d r op -ou t  rat.es f o r  f reshmen enter ing U A F  in 1 3 0 3 , 1 0 6 8 ,  
and 15)75. F o r  each o f  those years , s tudents wou ld  have had 4 years
o r  more  t o  re-cnro l l  a t  U A F .

The  at t r i t ion rate among  Nat ive  students en ro l l ed  in these years 
decl ined f r om 8 7  pe rcent  in 15)63 to 7 5  percent in 1 0 7 6  ( Table 2 ) . °  
The  greatest decl ine occu r red  in the p r opo r t i on  o f  academic dismis­
sals. In 15)63, over  h a l f  the Native f reshmen were dismissed f o r  
academic reasons. B y  1 0 7 5 ,  on l y  1 9  percent were dismissed because 
o f  poo r  grades. 'This change may  have occurred in part  because o f  the 
academic assistance p rov ided by the 8 0 8  program. In addi t ion ,  
according to some U A F  facu l t y ,  university pol icies cn  academic 
disqual i f icat ion were interpreted mo re  lenient ly dur ing this la ter  
period.

D r o p  ou t  rales a f te r  1 9 7 5  con t inued  to decl ine s l ight ly (Tab le  
3 ) .  In 15)76, f o r  examp le ,  4 0  pe rcent o f  Nat ive f reshmen d r opped  o u t  
during the f i rs t semester  and did n o t  re-enrol l  a t  U A F .  In 1 9 7 7 ,  3 8  
percent o f  Native f r eshmen d ropped o u t  dur ing the f irst semester  
wi thout returning.  S im i l a r l y ,  in 1 9 7 6 ,  2!) percent o f  Nat ive students

^Kolton l .mil K le infe ld , Aih.,!:n Nitliticx in Higher i'.dncnlinn.
"These figures should not be Interpreted to mean l lm l 25 percent o f  Native stu­
dents graduated with associate o r  baccalaureate degrees. Some o f  the group were 
still enrolled in college when these figures were calculated. We do have compara­
tive information on graduation rales fo r  all fu l l time freshmen who enrolled in 
degree programs In 15)73, compared lo  a random sample o f non-Native freshmen. 
Six y e .v  later, only 13 percent o f  the Native group had graduated with a higher 
degree (7 /5 2 )  from UAF. However, the UAF graduation rales among llie non- 
Native sample was on ly  25 percent (11/4-1). O f course, both Native and non- 
Native students may have transferred and graduated from another higher-cduca- 
I ion program.

- 8 -

Tabic 2 «I* * * ''

Drop -Ou t  Rotes o f  Notive Freshmen W ho  Enro l led in UA F  
in 1 9 6 3 .  1 9 6B , n n d  19753

V o l u i i l a i y  W i t h d r a w a l  
Academic Dismissal

Drop-out Rates (percent)__
I'JGJ ...................... 1!)fill   197b
30%
57

dfl%
30

0 0 %
in

Total Diopout

Number o f Freshmen 
Enrolled each Year

07%

(37)

0 0 %

(0 1 )

75%

(03)
Source: University o f Alaska, Office o t Admissions and Records; supple­

mented by SOS staff.

enro l l ed in Ihc last three semesters o f  co l lege IcTl w i thou t  returning.  
In 1 9 7 6 ,  none did so. However ,  the changes in d rop -ou t  rater, in these 
years are qui te modest .  Whi le sma l l  improvements in d r o p o u t  rates 
have occurred,  substant ial ly ove r  h a l f  the Native f reshmen enro l led  at  
U A F  in 1 9 7 7  d ropped o u t  dur ing thei r  f i rs t  two  semesters and did 
n o t  re-enrol l .

In sum, the academic success o f  Nat ive f reshmen improved du r ­
ing the 1 970 s  and d r op -ou t  ra les dec l ined sl ight ly. However ,  Native 
f reshmen cont inued to have a much l owe r  academic success rate Ifian 
non-Nat ive f reshmen (F igure  3 ) .  S ixt y-e ight  percent o f  non-Nat ive 
students were academical ly  successful  dur ing their f irst en ro l lmen t ,  
as opposed  to  on l y  4 0  percent o f  Native students . 1 0  Th is  gap in 
col lege success between Native and non-Nat ive students na r rowed be­
tween 1 9 7 1  and 1 9 7 7 ,  hu t o n l y  s l ight ly .

The  issue o f  how to decrease d r op - ou t  rates among Native stu­
dents remains impor tan t .  However ,  no t  all students who en te r  the 
univers ity are o r  shou ld he commit t ed  l o  f inishing with an advanced 
degree . 1 1 T o  the cont ra ry ,  many  Native f reshmen ( a b ou t  it third in a
1 0Wsing the mure stringent criterion o f  ;tl least a 2 .00 (H’ A and 12 or more 
credits completed per semester, success rates fo r fttH-limc Native and non-Native 
freshmen during 197*1-79 arc: Native freshmen, 33 percent; non-Native fresh­
men, G2 percent.
11 For a discussion o f  the error in labeling "dropping ou t "  as a policy problem, 
sc.! Ron Scollon, "Gate-Keeping: Access o r Retention," working paper, Center 
fo r Cross-Cultural .Studies, University o f  Alaska, 1981.

- 9 -



Table 3

D ron -ou l  Ra les  by  Semester  l o r  Nat ive Freshmen Who 
Unro l l ed in U A F  in 1 9 7 5 .  1 9 7G ,nm l  1 9 7 7

Freshmen 1 9 / 0  Freshmen 1 9 . 7 7  Fres] irnnn__
l)Hip- ...Sin'll" D rop ­ rnop- D rop ­ .Stop-

KrinostiM nuts'1 Outs1’ outs Onts outs On Is
1st AC,".!. ti% 4 2 % 11% •:ki% 1 '•%

27 1 0 9 9 1 4 311 in

.fill in 11 2 4 r> 3 8 9
/till 2 1 0 1 7 0 G 0
bin 111 10 0 1 2 - —
Gib 2 9 0 0 0 - —

beyond
Number o l

Freshmen 1 5 .1 ) ( 7 2 1 ( 7 4 )

nl’ roportion o l  freshmen who dropped out during this scmcslci end never 
returned.
’ ’ Proportion o l  freshmen who dropped out during this semester end later re­
lumed. Uelween 20 percent and 45  percent o l  "s top ou ts" return, hut drop 
out nrjain Inter nnrl never return.
'■These percentages refer not to the original total hut lo  the proportion o l  
remaining Ireshmen who then dropped out during the second semester, etc.

Source: University o l Alaska, Office o l  Admissions and Records; supple­
mented hy SOS staff.

1977  survey) ,  said l h a l  they came l o  the univers i ty l o  "sec what i l  is 
l ik e . ”  1 2  Be fo re  conc luding that  cu rren t success and d r op - ou t  rates 
are the central  " p r o b l em , ”  we mus t learn more  abou t  w hy  Native 
f reshmen arc coming to  col lege,  what they are seeking f r om  the ex ­
perience, why they d r op  ou t  o r  s lay ,  and where they go later.

Ano the r  s ignif icant po l icy  issue is, why arc Nat ive f reshmen at 
U A F  arriving with l owe r  and l owe r levels o f  academic prepa rat ion? 
One possible exp lanat ion  cou ld  he that ACT  scores arc general ly de ­
clining. However ,  this does n o t  appea r to  ho occurr ing.  Whi le na t i on ­
a l ly and within Alaska,  ACT  scores have gone down since 1 9 7 0 ,  the 
d r op  is very sl ight compared  to the d r o p  among enter ing Native 
f reshmen (F igure A). A n o th e r  possible exp lana t i on  is that the new
* 2Kleinfeltl , Alasha Native. Student* and Co llc /x  Success.

- 1 0 -

Nalivn 
(N» 105)

N n n - N n l i v o

( N - - 1 0 G )

N a t i v e

( N = 1 4 7 )

N o n - N a t i v e

( M - 5 ' 1 9 )

1971 1970-1979*

"This information c.ime from university records which may bo 
incomplete, particularly for Native students.

Source: University o f Alaska, Office o f Admissions anti Records, supple­
mented hy SOS staff; Karen Kohou l and Judith Kleinfeld, A/ask a 
Natives in Higher Education (Fairbanks: Univeisity o f Alaska. 
ISER Report No. 40, 1974) .

Figure 3. Academic Success Ratos o f  Native and Non-Nat ive 
Freshmen in 1971  and 1 9 7 0  — 1 9 7 9

smal l  vi l lage high schoo ls o f f e r  less adcv|uafc academic preparat ion 
than the f o rm e r  hoarding schoo ls mos t  vi l lage students at tended.  A 
third poss ib i l i ty is that  in the 1970s ,  mo r e  Nat ive high schoo l  s tu­
dents became interested in col lege,  and Il i is larger g roup included 
students with l owe r academic preparat ion ,  A fou r th  possibi l i ty is 
that  e n r o l lm en t  patterns have changed,  and mo re  academica l ly  ta l ­
ented Nat ive students at tended col leges outs ide Alaska in the 1970s  
than be fo re .  Wc do  n o t  know  which, i f  any ,  o f  these exp lanat ions are 
cor rect .  However ,  i n f o rma l  discussions with Native col lege students

- 1 1  -
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'Scores ot UAF freshmen in general are within a point o f scores o f Alaska 
students generally.

Source: Institutional Studies and Testing. University o f Alaska, 1900.

Figure A. Average ACT  Scores (Compos i te )  o f  Nat iona l  and 
Alaska Co l lege -Round Freshmen f r om  1 9 7 0 —1 9 7 9

do suggest that many  o f  the most, academical ly  capable vi l lage stu­
dents arc indeed leaving Alaska to at tend col lege.  I t is impo r tan t  to 
f ind ou t  whether  this pattern is Occurring and whether  o r  n o t  Native 
.students who leave Alaska d o  h o l l e r  or  worse than those who  at tend 
tmiver.-.ities within the stale.

^ ----------to Native Freshmens'  Co l lege Success C ; £? JK
A cont inu ing con tr ove rsy  in the educat iona l  research l i t e ra tu re  

is whethe r o r  n o t  s tandardized tests, such as AC T  scores,  are usefu l in 
predict ing co l lege success f o r  m ino r i t y  g r oup  students .  Previous-
studies in the 1 9 Ci0 s and ear ly 1 . 9 7 0 s  ............................... ..
I . ionships between compos i t e  ACT  .wc.. —; and academic success 
among Native f r eshmen .* ’* In the late 11970s, eo inposi l .e AC I scores 
a lso predicted co l lege grades and credits at ta ined,  Intl. n o t  i lmp-oi i l .  
rates (Tab le  ' I) . T h e  ACT  Kngl ish subl/est was the st rongest pr ed ict or  
o f  academic success; indeed,  it was a somewha t  be t te r  p red ic to r  than 
the compos i t e ACT  score.  I he Knglisfn AC I score also had a modes t 
re la t ionship to d r o p - o u t  rates.

However ,  s tandardized Lest se r i e s  were no  bet te r  than Itigh- 
sehoo l  gr adc -poin l  average in predict ing co l lege success (Tab le  4 ) .  I f  
A C T  Kngl ish test scores are con t r o l l ed ,  high schoo l  gradc-poinl . aver­
age is it modes t p red ic to r  o l  col lege success ( r - .XR ) .  S im i l a r l y ,  if high 
schoo l  grades are con t r o l l ed ,  ACT  Knglish scores cont inue to he a 
p red ic to r  o f  co l lege success ( r= .E5 ) .  These two pred ic to rs—ACT  
Kngl ish scores and high schoo l  grades—bo th  exp la in some o f  the vari ­
at ion in the rate o f  Native f reshmens ’ co l lege success. Toge the r ,  ACT  
Kngl ish scores and high schoo l  grades account f o r  17 pe rcent  o f  the 
variat ion .  Thus ,  academic backg round cont r ibutes to co l lege success, 
bu t  it is n o t  Ibc overwhe lm ing factor .

In add i t ion  to academic backg round ,  dec lar ing a m a j o r  wh i le  in 
co l lege is consis tent ly re la ted to success. O f  those Native f reshmen 
who  entered U A F  between 19 " ’ !3 and 1 9 7 9 ,  those who dec lared a 
m a j o r  course o f  s tudy were much less l ik e l y Lo d r op  o u t  o f  schoo l  
(F igu re  5 ) .  Among  Native f reshmen, f o r  examp le ,  7 2  pe rcent  with 
undec lared ma jo r s  d ropped  o a t  compa red  to 4 0  percent o f  those 
who  had dec lared major s .  Among  Nat ive sophomore s  and jun ior s ,  
d r o p - o u t  ra les f o r  those with no declared ma jo r s  were wel l  ove r  twice 
as high as f o r  those with majors .  This re la t ionship between declar ing 
a m a j o r  and d r op - ou t  rates r r  co l lege success does n o t  occu r  s imply 
because students who  have declared a m a j o r  are more  academical ly  
compe ten t .  Wc f ound vi r tua l l y  no  di f fe rence in high schoo l  grades 
between Nat ive students who had declared o r  had n o t  declared a 
ma jo r .  T he  re lat ionship bel-wccn declar ing a ma jo r  and staying in 
co l lege cou ld  have several  d i f f e r en t  exp lanat ions .  Possibly these 
students deve lop a h e l l e r  system o f  s uppo r t  within the university.  
Poss ib ly they have exper ienced mo r e  tho rough counse l ing and career
*3 Kleinfeld, A la :ha Native S I ntentS a n d  Collene Success.
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Relat ionships Between Iho Academic Progress oT UA F  
N; i l ivc F reshmen and O i l ie r  Characterist ics 

1 0 7 5 - 1 0 7 0

I

Acadenuc Progress^ '
College College College
Success*1 GPA Credits Dropout

Academic [background
High School GPA .30 .37 .37 - . 2 9
ACT English .35 .dd .30 - . 1 0
ACT Math .20 .25 .21 - . 0 d
ACT Natural Science .21 .29 .17 - . 0 5
ACT Social Science .16 .20 .19 - . 0 0
ACT Composite .30 .313 .27 - . 0 9

Personal Characteristics
Eskimo .00 - . 0 2 .09 - . 0 0
Indian - . 0 0 - . 0 2 - . 1 0 .05
Sex .O'l .05 .00 - . 0 5
Age - . 1 7 - . 2 0 - . 2 5 .10

College Program 
Attended TVCCn .O'l .01 .03 .01
Declared a M.ijnr .20 .20 .2d - . 2 0
GPA/First Enrollment — — — - . 5 0

Number of Students (2d0) (2d9) (2d9) (2d9)

•’ Spearman rank correlation coefficients. Tests o f statistical significance have 
not been carried out because !hc data concerns an entire population, not a 
sample.
’̂College success is defined as maintaining a 2 .0  C>PA while completing at least 
7,f> credits per semester during the first enrollment. GPA refers lo  cumulative 
GPA while attending UAF. Credits refer to the average number o f credits 
earned per semester, also while attending UAF. 
r,Tanana Valley Community College.
Source: University o f Alaska, 0 ffice o f Admissions and Records, 1000 , sup­

plemented by SOS staff.

-  Id -

^ ■ H T n T n t.m  1,.,-h .sClioOI. m im j . .m u i . i . .u  ...... ........ ,  - ....—
o l  dt'rJiinitf! a m a jo r  may  have Intern able In resolve Hu* <|tn\'ilion m 
wind. J.lit'.y arc in coltcRc for .  Previous research stijjp.esls IJtal. a "sense
o f  d i r e r J i on ”  may  be a crit ical  f ac to r  in Native co l l i ’ i'e success.*'* 
Whatever the exp lanat ion ,  it is inl.eresl.ini' that dmppin i :  o u t  rtf 
collect* is as s l r o n c l y  related to "dec la r ing  a m a j o r ”  as it is to 
"academic  hncl t f ' rotmd. ”

* ' * K l i - i n f i ’l i l ,  A l a s k a  N a l i t m  S h u l r n l n  m i l l  ( I n U r . f i e  S u m ’ s s ,

Majo r  Ma jo r
F i r i l -Y on r  
S t u d e n t s

Majo r  Major
Scconrf-Ycar

S t u d e n t s

(N"3'1)

Majo r  Major
T h l r d - Y e n r  

f t  U o y o n d  S t u d e n t s  

(N- 1 0 1

Source: University o l  Alaska, ORicc o l  Admissions and Records; 
supplemented by SOS staff.

Figure 5.  Co l lege D rop -ou t  Ra l es  o f  Native Students Who Entered 
U A F  as Freshmen Between 1 9 7 5  and 1 9 7 9  hy  Whether 
o r  No t  they Declared a Ma jo r
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Col lege Success and Vi l lage High Schoo l s
An impo r tan t  educa t iona l  conce rn  in Alaska is whether  l.he 

pol icy o f  developini ;  smal l  vi l lage high school : ;  wi l l affee.l. rural  
s i 11»I«*n I ’ ehanees o f  succeeding in col lege.  In l.he lal.e 19 (ids and 
early 1970s,  nutsl. vi l lage students  who at tended high schoo l  had l.o 
leave home  ami enl.er repiona l  hoard ing proprams.  In the 197(1 
l l o o h  li consent dcerec,  the S ta te  o f  Alaska reversed this po l icy and 
aprccd to eslahl ish hipli schoo ls  in any  vil lage where an e l ementa ry  
schoo l existed and there were. one. o r  mo re  students o f  high schoo l  
ape. These smal l hiph schoo ls  were intended to  enable Native ado le s­
cents to remain with thei r  famil ies in a fami l ia r  cu l tu ra l  sct l inp,  in 
orde r to reduce the socia l  and emo t i ona l  p rob lems students e xpe r ­
ienced away f r om home  and to  co r r e c t  the. inequity o f  havinp hiph 
schoo ls in smal l  White,  hu t  n o t  smal l  Native,  commun i t i e s . 1 5  An un ­
intended consequence o f  these schoo ls ,  however ,  cou ld  he poo re r  
academic preparat ion f o r  co l lepc.  These smal l schoo ls peneral ly o f f e r  
a more l imited academic p rop ram and fewer special ized teachers than 
larper boardinp schoo ls .  On  the o t h e r  hand,  these schoo ls may  
provide compensat ing advnnlapcs,  such as the increased individual  
at tent ion and the pre.atcr emo t i ona l  secur ity that can come  f r om  
poinp l o  schoo l  in a support i ve  cu l tura l  envi ronment .  Thus ,  vi l lape 
hiph schoo ls cou ld  conce ivab ly  he retlueinp, increasing, o r  havinp no 
e f fect  on co l lepc success.

In o rde r  to examine this issue, at least at U A F ,  wc compared 
the col lepc success rates o f  vi l lage Native students who graduated 
f rom hipli schoo l  in the board inp schoo l  proprams dur ing 19 ( 5 8 -1973  
with students who graduated f r om  smal l  vi l lage hiph schoo ls during 
J 9 7 d - J 9 7 9 . ’ r> In mak inp this compar is on ,  one  must r emembe r  that 
the col lege success rates o f  Native students in general  increased 
dining this later pe r iod due to changes in the co l lege env i ronmen t  
and o the r  factors.  Thus ,  the issue is n o t s imply  whether  vil lage hiph 
schoo l  students are do ing bet te r  now  than those students who 
at tended the f o rm e r  hoard ing programs.  Ra ther ,  the issue is the 
am oun t o f  imp rovemen t  in co l lege success rates. F o r  example ,  
if vi l lage high schoo ls  were having a posi tive e f fe ct  o i l  Nat ive col lege 
success rates, we wou ld  expec t  Lo see greater gains in co l lege success 
fo r  rural  Native students who graduated f r om vi l lage high schoo ls

’ ’ ’ F o r  :i discussion o f  l lu  sc issues, see: Hay Harniinrdl, S m a l l  / / »/*/i S c h o o l  

/'ronrainx f o r  IIoral A l a s k a  (U n ive rs i ty  n f  A laska : Cente r fo r  Cross-Cu ltu ra l 
Studies, I ! I7 ! I ) ; - Iud i l l i  K le in fe ld ,  A  1 - o n n  W a y  f r o m  H o m e .  (U n ive rs i ty  o f  A laska : 
Ins li l .u lc  o f  Socia l , K conom ic , and ( io v c rnm e o l  l l rsca rch , 11>7-1).
” ’ iii siim." cases, students may have attended another type o f high school for 
part o f their program.

“  1 0  ~

I l ian f o r  Nat ive si.ttoenus who iiruinuii.ru u u m  »>...» r -j-, ,..,, . .. . 
schoo l  programs.  I f  vi l lage high schoo ls were ne i ther increas ing,nor 
reducing rates o f .  Nat ive col lege success, we would e xpe r t  to see 
a b ou t  the same imp rovemen t  in co l lege success l o r  rura l Native 
graduates o f  vi l lape hiph s* nool.s as f o r  Native graduates o f  ol .hvr 
types o f  hiph schoo ls .

As Figure 0 shows,  Native students f r om  I he vil lape hiph schoo ls 
were more successful  than those f r om the hoarding schoo ls o f  an 
ear l ie r period.  F r om  1!K>8-197«I, Native f reshmen entering U A F  f r om 
the hoarding programs had a col lege success rate o f  31 pe rcent ,  in 
.1975 -1 979 ,  Native f reshmen enter ing U A F  f r om  the vi l lage hiph 
schoo ls had n co l lege success rate o f  31 percent.  S tuden ts  f r om 
'ul lage high schoo ls show the same absolute, increase in success (a 1 0 - 
perc.eiit gain) dur ing this later per iod as s l uden ts  f r om  othe r types o f  
high schools.  However ,  the ra le  o f  increase is higher for  toe vil lage 
high schoo l  graduates than f o r  rural  s tudents who graduated f rom 
town high schoo ls o r  hoarding schoo ls .

in sum, this analysis suggests that  the deve lopmen t o f  vil lage 
high schoo ls lias n o t  reduced the co l lege success o f  rural s tudents 
who at tend UA F .  Whether  these schoo ls have increased Native 
col lege success rates overa l l  depends on whether we arc mo r e  inter ­
ested in abso lute o r  p r opo r t i ona te  degrees o f  change. Nonethe less ,  
vi l lage schoo l  f reshmen stil l  have lowe r chances o f  succeeding at U A F  
than those f r om  o the r  types o f  high schoo ls .  Fewer  than one in three 
succeeded dur ing 1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 9 .  Imp rov ing  the qua l i ty o f  educa t ion in 
rural  Alaska high schoo ls remains a central  issue.

Special  hoarding schoo l  p rog rams , 1 7  cont inue l o  graduate 
students who tend to he mos t successful in col lege. T o  what  exten t 
these higher ra les o f  col lege success resul t  f r om  the schools en ro l l ing 
a more  academica l ly -or iented 's tudent body  and to what ex ten t  they 
resul t  f r om the type o f  educa t ion occurr ing at the schoo l  is n o t  clear. 
An intensive study o f  one  such schoo l ,  St .  M a ry ’s, suggests that,  in at 
least this s i tuat ion ,  s tudent selection explains on ly  part o f  the high 
success r a l e . 1”  The  higher academic expectat ions at I ho schoo l ,  the 
in fo rmal  educat ion that occurs outs ide the c lassroom, and the 
cl imate o f  c lear  values consistent with the values o f  s tudents ’ home 
vil lages may also con t r ibu te  to co l lege success.

Native Co l lege Graduates at U A F :  1 9 3 4 - 1 9 0 0
The numbe r  o f  Native co l lege students graduating f r om  U A F

’ 7Sucli im St. Mary’s (n Catholic hoarding school in southwestern Alaska) mnl 
Ml. Kdgrenmhn (a llu rrau o f  Indian, Affairs hoarding school in Sitka),
H’.I.S. Kleinfeld, i',ultimo S c h o o l  o n  t h e  A n d r e a  ( s k y  (New Yo ik ; I’rnegcr, II17II).
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H o a r d i n g  

H i g h  S c h o o l s ' 1

H i g h  S c h o o l s P r o g r n m s  H i g h

Schoo ls11

(Hill

K G Y :

( G 2 )

1900-1074
( 3 1 ) 191)

: . z i
( 1 0 3 1 (9G)

( . W o r n  v i l l n g o  h i g h  s c h o o l s

1975-1979 Y /  7 7 1 Alter villngn high schools
" P r i m a r i l y  S i .  M a r y ' s  s t u t l n n l s .

' ' I l c l w r c i i  1 9 0 0 - 1 9 7 4 ,  v i l l n g n  s t u d e n t s  n l l n n d n d  p u b l i c  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l s  a n d  

u r b a n  h o n r d i n g  h o m n  p r o g r a m .  O c t w a n n  1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 9 ,  v i l l a g e  s l u d c n l s  n l l n n d n d  

p r i m a r i l y  v i l l a g e  h i g h  s c h o o l s .

S o u r c e :  U n i v e r s i t y  o l  A l a s k a ,  O l l i r . n  o l  A d m i s s i o n s  a n t i  R e c o r d s ,  s u p p l e ­

m e n t e d  h y  S O S  s t a l l .

Figure G. Collocjn Success Rotes o f  U A F  Ru ra l  Native Freshmen
Graduat ing f r om  D i f f e ren t  Typos o f  Hitj l i Schoo ls Uofore 
and A f t e r  Deve lopmen t  o f  Vi l lngo High Schoo ls

wil.h associate and bache lor's  degrees increased through the 1 9 0 0 s  
and peaked in the ear ly 1970 : ;  ( F igu re  7 ) .  In recent years, U A F  has 
graduated fewer Native students with associate and baccalaureate 
degrees.

between J.93G and 1 9 8 0 ,  U A F  graduated a tota l o r  2 0 2  Nat ive 
students with bache l o r ’s degrees and Gi Native students with asso-

-  1 8  -

1 9 3 5 -  1 9 4 1 -  1 9 4 0 -  1 9 5 1 -  I 9 5 G -  1 9 ( 5 1 -  I 9 G G -  1 9 7 1 -  1 9 7 0

1 9 4 0  1 9 4 5  1 9 5 0  1 9 5 5  1 9 G 0  1 9 G 5  1 9 7 0  1 9 7 5  1 9 1 1 0  •

--------------------  Unchelor's Degrees
............................Associate Degrees ,
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Sltidcnl Orientation Services Program and X-CGD Program,

Figure 7. Coif go Degrees Awarded Alaska Natives at UA F  
f rom 1 0 3 5 - 1 9 0 0

r.ialc degrees. In addi t ion ,  I d  Nat ive students received master's 
degrees and 1 student,  a doc to ra l  degree. T h e  number  o f  Native stu­
dents receiving baccalaureate degrees sharp ly increased a f te r  19G0 
and cont inued to increase unti l  the l a i c 1 970 s .  One  fac to r  account ing 
f o r  this increase in Nat ive co l lege graduates was the deve lopment o f  
f ield-based leachcr-educat ion programs in the ear ly 1970s .  In the 
cu r ren t  Cross-Cul tural  Kducnt iona l  Deve lopmen t  Prog ram (X-CICD,
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f o rmer l y A R T T C ) ,  s tudents c omp le t e  eou rsewo rk  p r imar i l y  a t  homo ,  
assisted by  educa t ion  facu l ty who live in n i ra l  areas add travel  to 
si m inds 'v i l l ages .  Between 1 9 72  and 19 8 0 ,  f ield-based prog rams p r o ­
duced -|*| Nat ive graduates. Dur ing this pe r iod ,  a b ou t  one - lh i r d  o f  all 
UAF  Native baeealai i reale degrees and two-thi rds oT the decrees 
awarded Native students in the field o f  edueat ion went  to X-C'-IOD 
graduates. Field-based programs clurinj j  Ibis pe r iod a lso aeeounted f o r  
hal f i»T the master's decrees awarded Natives,  and two-thi rds o f  those 
masier's degrees awarded in educa t ion .  T h e  decl ine in Nat ive co l lege 
graduates dur ing the late 15170s resu l led f r om  a decrease in the n um ­
ber o f  graduates f r om  the X-CI5I.) p rog ram . The  numbe r  o f  graduates 
f rom I he campus programs remained v i r tua l l y  identical  between 
15)71-15)70 anti . 1970 -1980 ,  while the numbe r  o f  graduates f r om  
field-based prog rams dropped  sl ight ly o ve r  0 0  percent .  Aecoicl ing to 
X-CKI )  s ta f f ,  Ibis d r op  resul ted in pa r t  f r om a ma j o r  change in the 
del ivery st ructure and a discon t inua t ion o f  the st ipend f o r  par l ic ipnt-  
in(< students.

In the 1970s ,  educat ion was the m a j o r  degree field o f  mos t  
Native students who received bache lor 's  degrees (F igu re  8 ) . 1 0  O n l y  
10 students received degrees in business management .  On l y  9 Native 
students graduated with degrees in the natu ra l  sciences.

In shor t ,  large groups o f  Nat ive graduates f r om  U A F  arc being 
prepared f o r  careers in schoo ls and perhaps social service organi/.a- 
l ions. Compa ra t iv e ly  few arc being trained f o r  work in the Native 
pro f i t  co rpo ra t ions  o r  in o the r  business fields.

Ano th e r  t rend is Iho fewer numbe r  o f  Native men , compared to 
women,  who  are receiving baccalaureate, degrees. 2 0  Between 1 9 7 2  
and 1980 ,  ab ou t  two and a ha l f  t imes mo r e  Nat ive women than men 
received bache lo r ’s degrees. F r om  1 9 7 6  to 1 9 8 0 ,  ove r three times as 
many Native women received degrees than men. In the spring o f  
1981 ,  this t rend cont inued with a lmos t  a -1 : 1  rat io o f  fcmalc - to-male  
graduates. Moreove r ,  Native women o u tn um be r  men in every degree 
area, even in such t radi t iona l  "m a l e "  f ields as business management .

This t rend in favo r o f  Nat ive women is o f  recent origin.  P r io r  to 
15)70, Native male col lege graduates (N ~ 8 9 )  s l ight ly ou tnumbe red  
women graduates ( N < I 3 ) .  Whi le the numbers  o f  al l Native U A F  
col lege graduates general ly decreased in the late 1 9 7 0 s ,  the decl ine 
was much s leepe r f o r  men (F igure 9 ).
* '•*(>»ir ri'rorri.i prior in  1072 c c  lain incomplete inform ation on major programs 
o f s illily .
" ' ’ in the University o f  Alaslui system, women leml In receive more hacciilnurenlp. 
degrees (fif> p e rm it  between July 1077 ami June 10711), Iml. the difference be­
tween men and women is slight. Alaska Department o f  Labor, ll'omc/i in 
Alaska's l.ob o r i'nrcr.. May I 080 , p. 17.
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Figure 0.  Bachelor's Degrees Received hy Alaska Natives at U A F  
by Sex and Major  Field o f  S tudy :  1 9 7 2 —1 9 8 0

The  greater number  o f  women co l lege graduates may  in part  
resul t f r om  the deve lopmen t  o f  f ield-based teaci.er educa t ion p r o ­
grams, which account tor  large numbers o f  Native co l lege graduates 
and which p r imar i l y  en ro l l  female students.  I t  may also result, f r om 
growing Native sex di f fe rent ia t ion  in career paths, with females 
choosing white-co l la r  w o rk—where higher educat ion is a career
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Figure 9 . Native Bache lo r  Degrees by  Sex at  U A F  f r om  1 9 3 5 —1 9 0 0

advantage—and males choosing b lue-co l la r  occupat ions . 2 1  In asso­
ciate degree f ields, pa r t icu lar ly those leading to wo rk  in e lect ronics 
techno logy and mineral  and pe t ro l eum techno logy,  Nat ive male

1 For an example o f  litis pattern among North Slope Inupinl, sec Judith Klein- 
f e l i l ,  Jack Kruse, anil I to lie r l Travis, D ifferent Paths o f  Inu/tint Men anil Women 
in the Wane I'.conamy, llic  North  .S7r,/>, Ex/ienicncr (Fairbanks: Institute o f  
.Social and Kconomic Research Rcpo r l No. 50 , 19R0), 5.1 pp.
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Figure 10 .  Associate Degrees Received hy  Alaska Natives at UA F  
by  Sex and Ma jo r  Field o f  S tudy  f r om  1 9 G G - 1 9 0 0

graduates st rongly  ou tn um be r  females (F igure 10 ) .  Whe the r o r  no t  
this t rend cont inues a t  U A F  in the 1 9 80 s  and whether  it is typical  o f  
col leges o t h e r  than U A F  should be examined.
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n i l  dur ing tin* laic 1970s .  S im i la r l y ,  the numbe r  o f  Nal.ive students 
gradual i i i | ;  wi l l )  hiii'c-alniii'i’ iil.f* degrees reached a high in l.he ear ly 
1970:. ami l l n ’ i e s i l e r  dec l ined.  Whi le po l i t ica l  ani l social  changes may  
also have heen impm't iml ,  Ihe rise in Nal.ive col lege .success in l.he 
lale I'.Hills ami ear ly 11)7Os eoinei ’i lei l with a general  change in 
university po l icy Inward  Nal.ive students .  Dur ing l.his l.ime, f o r  
example ,  l.he nniversil .y establ ished special prog rams l o  assist, Alaska 
Natives, pa r t icu lar ly l.he. Sl .udenl . O r ien ta t i on  Services,  on l.he main 
campus and l.he fiel i l -hasetl X-CI 'h)  prog ram.

The  leveling; o f f  o f  success ra le s in Ihe lal.e 1 9 7 0 s  is pa r t ia l ly  rc- 
lal .nl l o  a large increase in the p r op o r t i o n  o f  enter ing Native f resh­
men with l imited academic prepa rat ion .  Despi te the assistance o f  
special prog rams such as SOS ,  Native f reshmen with l ow  AC T  scores 
still have o n l y  abou t  a ono- in- thrcc chance o f  succeeding academ­
ical ly. T he  reasons f o r  this increase in Native students w i thou t  su f f i ­
cient prepa rat ion f o r  col lege warrants at ten t ion .  Possibly,  this t rend 
s imply indicates a change in en ro l lm en t  patterns . As Nat ive y ou th  
become mo re  knowledgeab le ab ou t  co l lege op t ions ,  more  academ­
ical ly compe ten t  Native students may  be choos ing l o  at tend col lege 
elsewhere.  I f  this change is occurr ing,  it is impo r t an t  to know  if 
Native students do  as wel l o r  be t te r  at o t h e r  col leges which may no t  
o f f e r  special or ien ta t i on  o r  Nat ive Stud ies programs.

'I’ he decl ine in numbers o f  Nat ive male co l lege graduates at  U A F  
may also he a mat te r  f o r  conce rn .  Fi rs t ,  it is impo r tan t  to de te rm ine 
if Hu: graduat ion pattern at  U A F  is representat ive o f  o the r  col leges. 
I f  this trend does occu r elsewhere,  its basis should be examined .  
Since the t rend is recent,  its cause may lie m o r e  with the impac t o f  
the social  and economic  changes in Alaska in the late 1 9 7 0 s  than 
with t radi t iona l  cu l tura l  patterns .

Fundamen ta l l y ,  Nat ive co l lege success at  U A F  reached a plateau 
in the late 1 9 70 s .  T h e  gains o f  the ear l y 1 9 7 0 s  were mainta ined,  at 
least f o r  the campus-based prog ram. However ,  no substant ia l  im ­
provements occurred in f reshmen success, d r op -ou t  ra les ,  o r  numbers  
o f  Native graduates.
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Official Business

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

S e n a t e

April 28, 1982

LETTER OF INTENT 
ON

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE (HESS) For HB 812

The Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee, 
in forwarding HB 812, is not taking any position on the 
issue of state operation of the Mount Edgecumbe High School. 
This decision should be made by the Legislature after 
receipt of the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission 
on the status of Mount Edgecumbe High School.

It is the intent of the Senate HESS Committee that the 
Department of Education shall, in administering the 
appropriation for the freshman class, allow school districts 
to select students to the maximum extent possible.

Senator Charles H. Parr 
Chairman



CS f o r  S e n a te  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  5 5

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS the Mount Edgecumbe High School has provided a 
source of secondary education for many Alaskans since 1947; and 

W ’EREAS the Mount Edgecumbe High School has provided a 
quality education for its students; and

WHEREAS the federal government will close the Mount 
Edgecumbe High School at the termination of the 1982-83 school 
year;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on the Status of Mount Edgecumbe High 
School is created to study the conditions under which the 
Mount Edgecumbe High School could be operated by the state, 
and other options, including but not limited to: a prep school 
for college bound students, a leadership academy for outstanding 
students and a vocational skills center. All options studied 
shall include cost estimates for facility upgrade and operations; 
and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Blue Ribbon Commission on the 
Status of Mount Edgecumbe High School shall consist of two 
members to be appointed by the President of the Senate, one of 
whom shall be a member of the Legislature and one of whom shall 
be a public member representing the Regional Education Attendance 
Areas; two members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, one of whom shall be a member of the 
Legislature and one of whom shall be a public member representing 
the Regional Education Attendance Areas; two members to be 
appointed by the Governor, one of whom shall be the mayor of the 
city and borough of Sitka or his designee; and one member to be 
appointed by the State Board of Education; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Blue Ribbon Commission on the 
Status of Mount Edgecumbe High School shall report its 
recommendations to the Legislature by the 4 5th day of the First 
Session of the Thirteenth Legislature.
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