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POSITION PAPER 
SENATE BILL 761

"An Act p ro v id in g fo r d isp la y o f a lic e n se e 's blood group on a d r iv e r 's  
1 icense ."

WHAT THE BILL WOULD DO

This b i l l  would make perm issive the en try o f a motor veh ic le ope ra to r 's 
blood type on the d r iv e r 's  lic e n se .

i
DISCUSSION

The presumed ra t io n a le  fo r th is  amendment to AS 28.15 is  to f a c i l i t a t e  
the replacement o f blood loss in trauma or o the r emergency blood loss 
circumstances. This Department has checked w ith several prov ide rs o f 
emergency medical care and has discovered th a t th is  a d d it io n a l in fo rm a tion 
would ra re ly , i f  ever, be used. The immediate volume expansion is 
always w ith substances th a t do not requ ire knowledge o f the persons 
blood type . The next step in an emergency blood loss s itu a t io n  is to 
g ive "type 0 negative" blood which is know as the "un ive rsa l donor" 
because i t  does not crea te problems upon adm in is tra tio n to the vast 
m a jo r ity (98°/) o f persons.

Blood banks w ith in  ho sp ita ls would be very re lu c ta n t from a l i a b i l i t y  
s tandpo in t to re ly  ori th is  in fo rm a tion w ith ou t checking the re c ip ie n ts 
type and then pe rfo rn in g a cross-match. There are the problems o f e rro r in 
record ing th is  data on the licen se and the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f s to le n licenses .

In summation, the re are no subs ta n tia l be ne fits and several drawbacks to 
th is  le g is la t io n .
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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

I . REQUEST
B il l /R e s o lu t io n  No. Senate B i l l 761_______________________________________
T i t le  "An Act p ro v id ing fo r d isp la y o f a lic e n se e 's blood group on a d r iv e r 's  licens 
Requested by Commissioner's O ffic e  ' Date 3 /1 /a?

I I .  FISCAL DETAIL
Agency A ffe c te d Department o f Health and Socia l Services __________
Program Category A ffe c te d H ea lth /P ub lic H e a l t h ___________________
BRU, Program, Or Subprogram(s) A ffe c te d Ch ild & Family Health___________
(Note: I f  more than one budget component is  a ffe c te d , separate lin e - ite m  

amounts and fund ing fo r each component in  the ana lys is s e c tio n .)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands o f D o lla rs )
I (\1CO>

i
1X4 F Y  8 3 F Y  8 4 F Y  8 5 F Y  8 6 F Y  8 7

1 0 0  P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
. 2 0 0  T R A V E L 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 0 0  C O N T R A C T U A L u I T U U 0 0
4 0 0  C O M M O D I T I E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
5 0 0  E Q U I P M E N T 0 0 0 0 0 . 0
E i 0 0  L A N D  &  S T R U C T U R E S 0 0 0 0 0 0
7 0 0  G R A N T S , C L A I M S , E T C . 0 0 0 0 0 0

1
T O T A L 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING (Thousands o f D o lla rs )

GENERAL FUND (J- 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS '"UT ‘ t) 0 0 0 0
OTHER (Spec ify Source) U u .  0  . . 0 0 0

POSITIONS

FULL TIME ....O' '
, ...

■ ■' 0..... 0 0 0
PART TIME "c r '

. .. a ...
0 I0~ 0 0“

TEMPORARY ' O' 0 0 0 0 0

I I I .  ANALYSIS (See F is c a l Note P repa ra tion In s t ru c t io n , Section I I I )

|

I

IV . date March 1. 1982__________ prepared by David A. Spence, M.D.
agency Pub lic Hea 1 th /F a n iily J ie a lth

O r ig in a l: L e g is la t iv e  Finance PHONE 465 -3100___________
cc : Budget and Management

Prime Sponsor (F ir s t L e g is la to r Named)
33-001 (Rev. 12/81)
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