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THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

fISCAL NOTE

REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No. SB 7j

TitiyAn Act: classifying murder in the first degree as a capital felony.
Requested bv Sen. Fischer Date 1/20/81
and establishing sentencing prodecures for capital felonies."”

FISCAL DETAIL

Agency Affected ..D epartm ent.-gf-haw.

Program Category Affected Administration of Justice

BRU, Program, or Subprogram(s) Affected Prosecution

(Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate linc*itcm amounts and funding for each
component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES (Thousands of Dollars)

FY 81 FY 02 FY 83 FY 84 FY 85 FY %

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL

EOUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL
Unknou i

FUNDING (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER (Specify Fund Source)

EU
PA
TE

|
R
M

POSITION'S Unknown

TIME

|
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PORARY

ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section [I!

This bill requirer Imposition of capital punishment for the crime of first
degree murder 1in the presence of certain aggravating factors enumerated in
section 12.55,180 of the bill. Obviously, should these factors be present,
a most vipourous and lengthy defense can be expected from defendants”
counsel. The amount of state resources required to prosecute capital
cases 1Inunquantifiable at this time.lt is bound, however, to be consider
able, both at the trial and appellate levels. Rocent experience 1in other
states suggests that very protracted and expensive litigation may be
necessary to_ implement thu provisions of the Act. ) )

The Territorial Legislature abolished the death penalty in Alaska in 1957,
and wo simply do not have any historic data upon which we can make an

accurate projection. v
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