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ot A9 . ' ( Referred Heelth, Education

1J ) : i a# / Service* end
rS° JelcHy

I'1 IN THE SENATE BY STIHSOH

9j SENATE BILL NO. 348

ft IN THE LEGISLATURE CP THE STATE OP ALASKA

4] TWELFTH LET.ISUTURE - FIRST SESSION

ft A BILL

t ] for en Ace entltledi M Act relating to eh# uee of standardised teete to

9 determine admission to institutions of higher educa-

. tion."

9 <P. IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE STATE OP ALASKAI

%) * Section |. It Is the purpose of this Act to

I (1) ensure that persons. Institutions, end agencies, end thr

t,| general public ere fully Informed about the characteristics, limitations,

i) andappropriate uses of standardised testa which are used to determine

ii | admission to poetaerondary program of etudyi

n () Improve the quality of standardised tests, hy protesting

m j accuracy, validity, and reliability in the development and administration of
standardised teats and to Improve the use of the teete by better under-
standing of their characteristics and limitations and bet’er Interpretation
of test resultsi and

i* | n> protect the public Interest by making available sure Inform**

n tlon about standardised tests.

ft * Sec. [. AS 14 Is amended by adding a nee chapter to readi
n OUra* M. STANDARDIZED TEST DISCLOSURE.
H Sec. 14.)4.010. USE Of STANDARDIZED TESTS TO DETERMINE ADMISSIONS

TO imtriTVTIOtr. or NIGNER EDUCATION. An Institution of higher educa-

» tion In the state may not use the results of s standardised test as a

o) basis for the admission of s student to s program of srudy, unleaa that
is | institution complies with this chapter end with tho regulations adopted
It.
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Soc. 14.34.015. RIGHT OF PRIVACY. Standardized test answers and
scores arc confidential and are not a public record. The test agency

shall protect the test subject®s right to privacy under regulations
Issued by the commission. The regulations shall provide for release of
the answers and scores to the test subject or his designee.

Sec 14.34.020. DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS. An Institution of higher
education which uses the results of a standardized test as a basis for
admission of a student to a program of study at that, institution shall
flic with the commissioner, in the manner and form the commissioner
determines, a disclosure statement relating to that test. The dis-
closure statement shall include a statement describing the following:

(@) the purpose of the test and the purpose for which the
test results arc to be usedi
(?) the accuracy of the test in terms of
(A) reliability,
<R) wvalidity, and
(C) measurement errori
(3) the procedures used In determining norms used fcr the
testi
(4) the format of the test, including the percentage of the
Items which require true or false responses, essay responses, multiple-
choice responses, anslogy response», and other types of responses i
3) the time allowed for lest subjects to completo various
sections of the test and the rationale for using any time limitations
so inposodi
(6) the time allowed for scoring and returning the tests,
which time may not vsceed 30 dnysi

(7) any minimum scores used by the Institution or recommended

by the test agency and the purposes and rationale for the minimum
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scoresi

(8 the extent to which the test has been reviewed for
inherent racial, ethnic, sex, regional, and cultural biases;

(© when the test was most recently updated and the policy
of thetest agency for periodic updating of the test; and

(10) the costs of the test, including the costs ofdevelop-
ment, production, promotion, administration, scoring, and reporting the
test.

Sec. 14.34.030. REGULATIONS. The commissioner shall adopt regu-
lations respecting any test for which a disclosure statement has been
filed in accordance with AS 14.34.020. These regulations shall provide

() that there shall be on file with the commissioner

(A) a copy of the test questions used In calculating
the test subjects® raw scores;

(B) tne corresponding responses expected by the test
agency to these questions; and

(©) a description of the manner in which the raw scores
are transferred iInto the scores reported to the test subjects, to-
gether with an explanation of the procedures used in transferring
raw scorco iInto reported scores;

(2 that, upon the request of a test Bubject, the test
agency or institution of higher education using the test shall make
available to the testsubject ut least 30 days after a test has been
scored

(A) a copy of the test questions used iIn determining
the subject™s raw score;
(R) the test subject"s individual answers to those
questions andthe expected response to those questions; and
(©) a statement of the rawscore used to calculate the
-3- SB 348
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scores reported to the test subject;
(@ that reasonable fees may be charged to cover the cost of
making test results available to test subjects; and
(4 that test subjects” rights to privacy are protected and
that test results and scores are not made available to the general
public.
Sec. 14.34.090. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter
(1D "institution of higher education™ means an educational
institution which is legally authorized to provide a program of study
beyond secondary education in Alaska and which provides an educational
program for which it awards credit toward an associate 3 degree, a

bachelor®s degree or a higher degree;
(@ ‘"program of study"™ means a course of study for a period

of at least one academic year for which credit toward a degree or

certificate Ls awarded;
(3 ‘standardized test" means a test that is given at the

expense of the test subject and is designed for use, or is used, iIn the
process of selecting students for admission to programs of study at

institutions of higher educationi
(€)) "test agency" means an organization,

corporation, partnership, or Individual that develops, sponsors, or

administers a standardized test;
() '"test subject" means a person to whom a standardized

test Is administered.
Sec. 14.34.100. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be cited as the

Standardized Test Disclosure Act.
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The Needfor Safeguards

Standardized Testing
and Minority Students

KOUUKTL. CIKHIIN and KOIiliH 1 J. (.Kill OKI
In TheJournaluj Negro V.dueatum

liSTINCi in pervasive and pow-
erful iii its mllucnce on modern
life. The negative aspens ol testing
piunduies alt especially appaiem
wnh respect to racial inmoriiies,
suite ints tan serve as a cunvenieni
tool lot laiioiiali/mg discimma-
ion piatlites Because of past <is-
elimination in all aspects of
American life, lat nil iiunoiiiies asa
gioup hast not peifouned well on
Maiitlaitli/etl tests wlitn compared
wnl) ilieu wluie loiinieipjri.s To
die exitin dial this difference lias
been aiinbuietl to genetic latiors,
some educators might have leathetl
the toinlusion dial minorities tan
nut he expeiled m peiloim at
«epiahl\ m edtit.iional o1 employ
mein settings When, howevei,
die experiences of one gioup ol lesi
Mihjetis have been maiked In m-
feuoi schools, mlenoi housing,
nitzu™ oppoiitimiies lot emplov-
nitni. infcimi uuoines, and in-
Ittit<i heallh taie, Il is dilfituli lo
imagine dial then innate abilities
would allow diem io compere on
an tipial basis with nieiubeis of a
pionp not siniiladv and dclihci-
airly discriminated against li is
impeiaiive lo leseive judgment
concerning innate abilities  unul
sotien lias been retoiiMructcd to

piovide et|ualily fioin die very lie-
pinning in all areas ol life lot all
I MIftils.

In addition to issues (elated to
the general discrimination in
American life, a consideration of
tiiliem testing praiincs iet|inie>
alieniion to two spn ilu issues: tin-
[aiiness in die lists ihemsebes and
unfairness hi die use ol irvis and
lest scores,

| nfaiiness m die lest noil oi
lesi bias, is pieseni when a les|
does not measuie die same ilimen
sioiis ol achievement acfovs tlil-
ltiem gioupx. lest bias (an, first.
lie clue to die conieni of die lest,
lesi construe tors have it.itliiitmally
been white and miclille-c lass In
addition,  I(\OUI glOlips " lol
siand.ii*ldcc| tests mac lad 1o in

RobeIll dree. n Deanan,!I'm
linor of lidiiialional /'ix/\Wogy,
ana Robert] dnffore n Auutant
IVolimio/ of Urban and Metro
fnj/itan Sfudiri, both at the (ad
lege of | 'than | >eielu/>rnenl, dfrr b
igan State | nneiuty, Hail laming
(aiiuleihed /mm The Journal of
UIMI. diR iJ. U)SO, Ilou aril
| 'intently.
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20 THE

ilode minority children, with the
result tli.it too m.nty questions in-

itulinled |i problem the solution
loi svhith is within the lonttul ol
publishers). [>Lllet I ot LiiiKii.t]:r

dilleieiiies between ni.ijoruy and
niinoiiiy students also tan In a
siinne ol Inis. And teriain test
items in.is h.ne itielevaut «llllitoh
lot ihildien ot lost soi loetoliolillt
slants liu tallmy* lot initltlU tlis>
loninioii luiowletlfje. lot example)

list bias i,in also anse liom ui-
Jdl<lito]niiii test dioiiiis Ilu i i s
lilt" stilt llon ot (lie samples ot
students used wui siahlishmj: a
national noun Il die sample
leaves out oi uustepu senis some
majoi i limit.i.ni.d, iey;iiinal, nun-
mumtv tvpt.oi onnine ulnup. tin
li llu Tlialiolial In>l111 is a nnsicp
list illation  IIn staiidaidi/alion
sample used loi tin Mt Uopohian
Athicvemeiit lest in luSs. lot
example, oiem punmecd middle
tlass, im.il, and s.iudieastein sun

denis When Ina.ed iiiirms eutlt
as these aie iise>i nt make tie
tismiis mini mini; pool oi mini
env liiil.Inii, inidllss emus to
i)ictii >t 1Inutiii tan nsuli  IlInre
may he onastoiis when mimhi)
systems oi tiseaiiheis nerd lo

make i;ioup mmpaii emis loi evalu-
ation pulposes, luiwevei, it should
ncvet hi inicssar> to iiiinpate in
Jzivnsujs eltuientaiy wlionl ilid-
dim to 'national iiniins

Dihet problem* emerge when
suites an n potted as giade ei|mv
alt tits, whnh may easily he mis
taken lot standards o minimum

1LHIHUANV  1«(
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performance leathers and prut-
eipals want all of (licit students to

ue at ot above giadr level W lien
so.ue do not an almost tenant
eventuality n is tempting to
iwdge the low-nbusing student,
as inherently inadequate. It be-
tween-!luld mmpatisons net | n»
he made, total notms an mou ap-
propriate

lest valnluv tail also In h.umt-d
h\  ‘attnospiiete vanahle» -tnh
litmus .is speedednrss Itune al
lowed lot iqisimi;i. lest wi-iiiiw
answer shut lotmat. item t>p<
es.itmnei iliarai‘eustns. isput> |
im ol tin usiiisoils, and a<Inrse
mem motivation Altliougi ihe
ilaia an not entirely ileal, scvrtal
snidies done with naive test takrts
have louiiil that igiiiltiam mn
mipiovemi nis wen made under
limpet did loudii'ms when mm
paled In speeded eunililnms .Sum
mUllg. cduialiouallv  "'under
vlassed iliildn nuui In « penally
lesi naive, llu tune limits ol eads
ailmveui' ui teststould piescm an
niipoitanl smine ot tut unt.olM -»
lot thru le.s privileged ihlldn n
I'Inte isalso evultine that ihildien
ol middle tuioceoliomu status an
more sophism and i test taking

dun ediiialiouallv tiinleti lasted
ihildien. dial this ihttriruie man
alien list pciloimaiiit*. and that

test-taking skills uii lie tusi*ht to
silioul eluldii'u

L'sinjr Tests Linlairly

W hellut oi mil a lesi is telattve
Iv unbiased it tan Ik used unfair-
ly Aieotdmg to I A t.drjuc's



STANDARDIZED

definition, a test is unfair in a
glollp W Ir SIMIAN o] Il gioup
on ilic criterion is predicted with
less accuracy than that ol other
groups. Under Cl ary's model, an
a‘otitude test should he able to ex-
plain a substantial proportion of
tbe variance that omits in (lk- cri-
terion

While ptidiclors ate not perfect,
one would expect instruments
which can so powcitully influence
major lile decisions ol so many in-
dividuals lu lie at least mode lately
good predictors Trom some data,
though, u appeals that standard-
ized aptitude tests do not approach
an acceptable level ol predictive
validity lor academic performance.
Most college admissions decisions
an made using a mmhinaimu ot
aptitude lesi sou and previous
grade point asetages Yet Allan
Vutti and Ins assoc laics ie|*oii dial
die loiubinaliou ol Scholastic Ap
illn*ic lesi (SA 11 woii-s and high
school glades >idl anoiims lor an
actrage ol only alc<>ot 1" pm dll ol
[lu s.iii.imi in lust vcai college
glades Icillbc Illiole. esc Il loutsc
gla-lcs alt kliovsil lo lie uiitellalili
I1"a*1Ues o] pi llolllialHt

Aoodu ipiohlem is ilc«t ihe mi
ulaiioiis which eslahhsli [u pit
eli. Use validlly ol apliluiie Ics|> ale
ain iiiiated  ( tiiiiioii settles ate
available only lot Mudriits wlio an
admnieil 1 is 1100 known llow
mm h login i the ioiii Imoil ttooid
In it «>otlA Itoill all appllcaills wi 1

used lo any case vludeiits who
sioil low and an ii'ietlcd tho eld
liol he sitwitl simple as all nil

TESTS

AND MINORITIES 27

pediment to tabulating correct
validity toellii iems. These young
people's future's ale dramatically
altered hy their rejection; they
might very well have pcrimtncd at
a high level if accepted

Oilier factots may iuilueiHc lest
peilormariie test auxieiy, for
example. To the extent tlui anxi-
ety actsas a debilitating lac lor, test
pcrliormante is muiivatcd hy leai
o| failure, which might result in
lower test pcifunname Indeed,
performance <»n die SA T has been
found very siiscep'thle to exam-
inees' anxiety. And test anxiety
appeals io he inversely related m
socul class and also mote prevalent
among minority examiners. Aca-
demic |Hilornuiue. also, is not
neiessaiily liitliicuicd hy anxiilc to
die esiciii dial siaudardized test
etnio ale mi inlinemed lest-tak-
mg inonvaiiun may he dillelrni
tiom die moitvaiiiHi dial punlincs
[niloiinam ciii llu <.issiihiiu Oil
lerrut cognitive styles and mii
dents aiadcmii sell innicpts ait
MiN to inlhitlini aputudi lesi
ssoil sas will

In Decrease* Hus

II'1Sliol OUI I 1lloll lo Sliggl M
el il all li sis should hi alijlldnnrd
liuliid. mdie jh'im c ot standard-
ized i<sis, selection and placement
decisions miglu wholly
sohliiiisc ami cun mole unlnr
IHoWI'U I. 1l isiillellH Iv illljsoujlii
«li.ll Slilldaldizid listing plat tills

Ilhcoiuc

liieolee less iinlailiicsc, and tlui
llu losls till msclcis luce loss M
Innill luas In iis|isirisr 10 it m

111ICVJAICY ['*]
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tired*, wr offer die (nllownip reve

ommeiid.nioiis

I A National Hotcau ol Sun
vLii'l' lor Lvltii.iimiul ami I'mu!10
lopual lists and lcsimp sjt«m Itl |h
established Smli 1 review apeiuv
iv netvw.iiv. rn 1 VHielv wliivli has
imill iou It on ttMiiip as .l |*iim.iiv
standard tol mlii lion. i],|sv||u.i

Ioll. L0 T LI b il i v]iiv
oty 1'jlil. o] il lilts ol till'
LI s

Ilu  National Institnii ol

I«1L.ilii01 limill allotall' tnllils
lot lesitiluv tint: uiilc|ii mlint vali
ilaiion an.l n lialnliii studies on
itnlili u»eil viltii.itimia! ami |>m-
eholupii al inviunm ills

1 Iline vimiiM In lull iiivoln
Iu 1ol HIHPHIV [Mol|-ss|oiials 1l
ilvvi lo]iiii|:
ifly; sianil iiili/i @ a lillvi nitin

kvi'imi*. ami mu ii-

lists

I (oijioi iuoiis iliai [i|oiline
«lami 011110l tevlv slinulil lalsl in
aitive appfoatli toward limitmi;

ini iiuvtivt  Ilu jv»uni]iinin ol a
tii uiial [minion is litll1l alum

1 l««l potshotis sli.mill (e*in
mill silmol nnino, rduMimy,
ami uiraviiirnii in spmalisis in
itk wa=>v 111 wlinli nisiiiiirii im tan
111 iiltna
iton.il siaim o] all L Inldii n tinonpli

In disi|*in s iimiilmiiii

iinptoirinrnt ol iminnlion
(1 ldutaio|s must atknowledge
Ilu smial poltlital allil 1lonolliii
laiiulitatioirs ol testing lests and
I111f Uses do tnaki a dlllrtt tlii m
iliddttttMivi 1
listing loiniiatnev sin-old I»
UlgiJd to allosati a »
iioii ol dun Usimill

nlud |»u
lit 0 seanli

HiittuAni nut

EDUCATION

DIGEST

on tesi untaimess and bias and to
ilu development ol alternatives
I'lie allr rnative to mu It internal ef-
forts n.r*ht be other cMernal
monoming ptmednies miili as the
mm 1w sii-talled "midi 1w test-
mi; ' hills

S lisi-n.nvi  sin.lims should
In pneii himon 11011 and pi.utne to
tliable iluin lo lomptie better
viiib ibildieu siliii IttVi alrt.uli
developed elleitive tevt taking
Stl.lt pies

1 lest prodtuets altd lest use-
should beioine aw.ne ol what sia
danh/t d athii'venum tesis (an ami
1,inm>t do

In 1 outp.muv iliai refuse 10
iv.inune seiioii'K all aspeilsol lesi
bias, that itlust 10 hto.ulcn tlitir
staml.udi/aiion s.iinplr to imltiili
1 langi ol i.ui.il ainl tlass pomps
when gathering mum,line d.iia,
md that
Ib.panu.
I rolevMiuiab

Irlose lo unhide bl.uk.
and Nalne Aimrii.in
01 die

and loll assessou Il ol 1llie it Iivtlii

loii'inu luui

lilt ots should iioi be Mippiuted in
tin 11 uMikeimp elbuis In piiblu
sthonlvoi bv itisioniioiis ol higher
ediaaiion

lest hias .md die oiiMise 0l tests
tan have a negan-t utipait wloih
iiviibti.ois ilinini‘boiu
11iii a paltiiuladi

mhici)
deliu iums t].
Im is Mi h> inimuitiev has been
Impbasurd hi dir literamie >ml
the tt'stinp tunipaturv itininiue 10
pitispel lor the

limit penrtaihiiis. 0

ptotnlioo ol
is tone m
elink the Ultimi.uioied and iiii*
tootlolled growth ol tlu
uldIrit)

testing
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