


FURTHER:  Judiciary

Al* *qe

Date:

Mr. President:
. HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
The Committee on SOCIAL SERVICES has had  sB z37

professional licensing and regulation of the practice of medicine

under copsideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee)
reports it back with the following” recommendations:

[ ] do pass [ ] donot pass
(] do pass with attached amendments(s)

. ! { same title
( replace with CSfor _ new title

and recommends
) AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [/<] New Fiscal Note
] reports it back without recommendatiol
] referred to the Committee
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March 27, 1981

h the Senate HESS Committee, I have several
These questions have come up because our Com
n that would regulate lay-midwives in Alaska.

are caesarean sections?

i

uestions
Ittee IS
Specifically,

2)  What is the national average cost for a "normal" hospltal birth,
Including the doctor's fee“and total hospital costs?

3)  How does each state requlate lay-midwives?

4) Do you have information on the use of midwives in countries
| oth)er than the United States?

Ay information that )Bou could provide would be ap’&remate

ease expedite

ot teply”

ject on Friday, April 3 and

Sincerely,

d.

The

onday, April 6,

Weller

ercentagee of the number of hospital births in the United pr®



Mr Parr
Senate Health. Education . .d Social Services

D*ar Mr. Parr:
I am a resident of Anchorage and a reglscered voter here
in Alaska. I strongly object to the revlsioi of the medical
»/\ * @ o
I had both of my children at home attended by my husband.

I am attending births now 1in Anchorage. Dr. Ender of UAA has

found in his research that 10” of births 1in the greater Anchorage

area take place at home. No Physician o™ certified nurse
midwife will help at home*

I am a highly qualified birth attendant, but if this bill
goes through 1 will not be able to continue helping people
and less skilled people will be attending these olrths. Home
births will continue to happen. Most of my clients would have
their babies at home with or without me.

This bill infringes on my right of free choice and makes
birth a medical procedure. I am furious that this bill
ray pass due to alot of medical pressure and bucks behind it.

I wish to be put on the mailing list to be Informed of
a public hearing and | request a teleconference to be held
in Anchorage.

Sincerely,
Christine Rushing

1403 E 27th Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
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Ganblingon foneceivery

Brown does not attend or back up home births,
although some Anchorage area doctors will do so. "I
try to discourage women from home deliveries, but |
do notdeny pre-natal care to anyone.” She points out
the potential difficulties, as she sees them. However,
about 20 percent of the women she sees opt for home
birth, she said.

Brown's major complaint against home delivery is
the five percent of birth difficulties likely to present
themselves only at the last moment. If the expectant
mother is ready to give birth in her Talkectna home
when a problem arises, it may be too late to get her to
the hospital, she said.

..husbands and kids share in thejo vy ..

c hanged

Legislation enters picture

~ Governor Jay Hammond recently introduced a bill
into the Alaska State Senate to provide for regulation
of midwives, or the delivery of children by persons

other than dogtars: - N

tH]p MMI &WJWU piotvvtivil VI thi puuiiw TTiIVI
unforscen medical emergencies arise. Man?/ midwives
in ihc state are fearful of seeking medical assistance
when complications develop during delivery. The
legislation would clear up legal uncertainties, said an
agministration news release.

‘We don't want them to be afraid to turn to
physicians or hospitals when it is necessary,” the
governor said.

The bill requires any unlicensed person who as».sts
at child delivery for compensation to be authorized to
do so by the State Medi.;al Board or the Board cl
Nursing. It further requires the setting up of
regulations to carry out that process.

9RSr




24-01 Captain Cook Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
March 23, 1981

Charles Parr, Chairman

Committee on Health, Education °
and Social Services

Alaska State Senate

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

Please delete the section of SB #237 legislating
physician control of mothers in childbirth.

Childbirth is a natural, healthy and normal experience
NOT a disease that necessitate” physician supervision
and intervention.

The history of medical practice has been one of numerous
attempts to control every aspect of one®s life from
birth to death. (lvai 1llich in his recent book Medical
Nemesis describes thic in great detail.)

Physician attempts to control childbirth has been a
recurring theme since the Middle Ages when lay midwives
and healers were persecuted as witches.

While medical care can perform valuable services for
people, it is a matter of personal freedom and choice
whether to engag a physician for assistance in life.

As a health care proviuv..", educator and consumer,
I urge you to delete the aspect of this bill which

mandates physician control in the care of pregnant mothers
and childbirth.

I would like to be notified when the hearing of th-»s bill
is scheduled so that 1 may testify.

Very truly yours.

Mona Claire Ravin, R.N., M.S.N.
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MSG 81-0000959 3 F"RTY 1 03/24/81 16:57:14 ORIG: 1.A00 IN= 0016 OUT= 0068

FROM: LOLI . TO: JNU INFO
TARGET: 1 IH2 SUBJ: POM PAGE 0003

TO: ALL LEGISLATORS

FROM: JANET BALICE, 2156 ALDER STREET, ANC.99504 279-5803

I M OPPOSED TO (~SB-327 B~AUSE IT RESTRICTS A WOMAN FROM GIVING BIRTH WITH
ANY QUALIFIED BWH-ArTFENDENT OF HER CHOICE. I FEEL LICENSING OF BIRTH
ATTENDENTS WHO ARE NOT PHYSICIANS, SUCH AS MIDWIFES IS NEEDED. BUT THIS
BILL WOULD ONLY OUTLAW THEM AND RESTRICT HUMAN RIGHTS.

MSG 81-00009590 PRTY 03/24/81 16:57:14/ ORIG: LAOO IN= 0016 OUT= 0068
FROM: LOU _ JNU INFO
TARGET: LJH2 SUBJ: POM PAGE 0004

TO: ALL LEGISLATORS

FROM: DENNIS M. REHDER, 173</5<MHERST COURT. ANC. 99504 272-8716
/ \

THE CAPITAL MOVE 1S IMPERATIVE.\VOTE TO ASSURE THAT IT IS MOVED. CO-OPERATE
WITH EACH OTHER TO SEE/THAT THISXIS DONE.

OIL
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March 25, 1981

TO: Senator Charlie Parr
Am%%§§?1HEKHt
RmCenooHtite FROM: Dennis L. DeWitt, Executive Director
Adoae
E [,g ! SUBJECT: Average Maternity Charge ~t Alaska Hospitals
Jreu

The attached reflects a telephone survey of Alaska State Hospital
Association members asking the cost of a routine maternity stay.
Average daily service charge in Alaska is approximately $200.00
so the figures would be adjusted by at least that should the
stay be more or less than 3 days.

I hope that this is helpful to you in your deliberations.

FACILITY AVERAGE MATERNITY COST
Alaska Hospital 1,500.00 - 3 Days
Bartlett (Juneau) 800.00

Central Peninsula (Soldotna) 550.00

Cordova 1,500.00 - 3 Days
Fairbanks 1,000.00 - s Days
Faith (Glennallen) 850.00 - 3 Days
Ketchikan 1,300.00 - 24 Hours
Kodiak 600.00

Norton Sound (Nome) 3,200.00 - 3 Days Includes Doctor
Petersburg 550.C0 - 24 Hours
Providence (Anchorage) 1,2000f, - 2 or 3 Days
Seward 800.00 - 2 Days
Sitka * 1,100.00 - 2 Days
South Peninsula “Mooer) 550.00 - 24 Hours
Valdez 1,000DO - 2 Days
Palmer 700.00 - 24 Hours

Wrangell 1,10000 - 3 Days



THE LEGISLATURE OE THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL NOTE

1 R s Xo Senate Bill No. 237
Efﬂzﬁgg%“&%t% T 51 rcensing and to the regDuIation or the pi-acLictrofa
Requested hv ~ Commissioner's Office

ate 4/2/81 mCdlcinc."

Il FISCAL DETAI . .
Agse%cy AfFectedL Department of Health and Social Services

Program Category Affected  Public Health

BRU, Program, or Subprogramgs) Affected

(Note: If more than one budqe .componentis affected, Separate finc-item amounts and funding for cadi
component in the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES  (Thousands of Dollars)

Fy 81 FY 82  FY83  FYB84  FY B85  FY86

100 PERSONAL SERVICES 0 0 Iy . 0 .. 0 0
200 TRAVEL » ' 0= 0 0
300  CONTRACTUAL 0 _ | 0 9 0
400  COMMODITIES BJ 0 V 8 . 8 N
500 ERUIPMENT 8_ n 0
000  LAND & STRUCTURES 0 . 6 0 0 n
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC. 0 ﬂ y N N

0 n 0 0 0

TOTAL 0 o 0 o 0 0
FUNDING  (Thousands of Dollars)

0 0 0 0 0 0
PEDERAL FUNDS T 0 0
OTHER (Specify Fund Source) 0 0 0 0 0

POSITIONS
FULLTIME 0 0 8 0 0 0
PART TIME 0 i 0 0 0
TEMPORARY Q 0 0 0 0 0
1. ANALYSIS (See Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section I11)
IV. paTe .. 4/2/81 PREPARED BY  I<fvid Saﬁence, H.J?. ,
. o AGENCY ~ Dept. of Health " Socfal Services
Original: Leglslatwe Finance PHONE . 463-3100 j .
cC: Budget and Management , !
Prinie Sponsor (Fir  Legislator Nanie) M8 Approva ly * t A Datc

33-001 (Rev. 12/BO



Ps-X 9..-

THE LEGISLATURE. OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE

FISCAL i'OTF,
| REQUEST CSSB 237 ~ "An Act relating to professional licensing and
AllgR™Mo"Kelregulation ot tne practice ot medicine!”
Requested by. Senate HESS Committee Date 4-9-81
. FISCAL DETAI .
! égency /@éatedl' ADf?pz%rténenlg obf_Corg]metrcet_& Economic Development
fogram Category Affected  Publjc Protection. . . L
BRg, Prograng, o¥Subprogram(s) A”ected Reg?u?atT(Tn_&—lm?rTsn~ msing of professions; administration
fected, separate line-itém amounts and fundm? for each

(Note: If more than one budqet,com onent isa
component In the analysis section.)

EXPENDITURES  (Thousands of Dollars)

nvestigations

FY 81 FY 82 FY 83 FY 84 FY .85 FY 86

1000 PERSONAL SERVICES 102.8 110.0 17777 125.9 134.7
700 TRAVEI 5.1 k7 6.4 7.2 8.0
300 CONTRACTUAL in,? 10.9 11.7 12.5 13.4
400 COMMODITIES .0 .0 .0 .0 .0
500 EOUIPMENT 2.4 0 ,0 .0 .0
600 LAND & STRUCTURES a. i p. 1 8.1 8J R 1
700 GRANTS. CLAIMS. ETC.

TOTAL 128.6 13" - 143.9 153.7 164.2

FUNDING (Thousands of Do! lars)

GENERAL FUND 128.6 134.7 143.9 153.7 164.2
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER (Snccifv Fund Source)
FULL TIME 3 3 3 3 3
PART TIME
TEMPORARY

111 ANALYSIS (Sec Fiscal Note Preparation Instructions, Section I11) .
PERSONAL SERVICES - FY'82 salary schedule, 71 inflation factor projected.

1 Investigator, Range 18, yen. govt,, 12 iiios. $ 218%21%8
22.140.0
102,836.

OOO

Executive Officer; Range” 18, partially exempt, 12 mos.
1 Clerk typist IIl, Rangé 8, gen. govt., 12 mos.

0

o

TRAVEL - 12 2 inflation factor projecte
Inyestigator: 5 dtys pc* diem Berlmontﬂ P $67/day 4.000.00
One oUt-of-town trip per month P $250.00 per*trip 3.000.00
Executive Officer, 5 board meetings 1.500.00
One oui-of-state trip 927006).88
CONTRACTUAL - 72 inflation factor projected. .
L Hag Card typewpiter lease |éi/leagrm(g\lt?or?sdlgrp])de’cialist (cg’(%ionoljgg next
4-9-81 p~go;
lV_’ _DATE o "T&E%R'F%”\Yision Occupational Licensing
Original: L,eﬂ|slat|ve Finance PHONE  465-2535 _
cC: [tiificct and Management

Prune Sponsor (Fust Legislator Named)



Computer terminal use, prorated share at $350/mo.
Postage, phones, printing, publication and operating costs

EQUIPMENT - one time cost FY'82 only.

2 desks, douple pedestal, .60x30 _

1 desk, single pedestal with typingextension
2 chairs, exec, swivel with arms

1 chair, posture without arms

2 hookcases, 3 shelves

1 lanier recorder _

1 file cabinet, 4 drawer leqal with Ilock

LAND & STRUCTURES
(for 3 positions) 150 sq.ft. X 1.50 X 12 X 3 = §8,100

4,200.00
3,0%.00

$ 10,200.00

>

o
I NOCONOM—L L I=>—
UT1OLLOUTILOOD
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Alaska Jsftaie flejtslatun

" Senate Pouch V

arlie.. Parr, Chairmap . : State Capitol

\i?gr)ﬁi%gm?m’ \l)lce'éﬂa”man Committee on Juneaua, eAIa2E21099811

Mike coiietta Healtd, Sduc&tior. & So:i&l Services ﬂ@gﬂg%
IVEVORANDUM

T0. Senate HESS Committee  Members
FROM  Rocky Plotnick Wpller

DATE  April 3, 191

RE: SB 237 - the Medical Practice Act

Dr. Kathleen Todd, M.D., would like to go on record opposing section 10 of SB 237.
Section 10 is on page 4, lines 8 thru 19 and raises fees. Dr. Todd says that fees
should not be raised because they will be rndirectly passed on to patients. She
questions the state's need for the idditional money. Also, she feels the fee for
inactice renewals (line 18) will hurt small towns in Alaska. This is because it

will be difficult for doctors to find substitutes when they want to go on vacation.
Persons with inactive licenses may not want to pay $200. to replace someone for a month.



S P

|z 7

JUNEAU. ALASKA 09001

-~>B FLAT FEE-

TOTAL FEE 520.00
“lat fee covers:
Initial visit

ALL prenatal visits
Doctors charge for delivery
Office visit for 6 week mothefe check

ALL TAB WORK IS EXTRA

In hospital care of the baby é%*oo
Circumcision (if desired) .00
10 day baby check (3r aesired) 24.00
"B BY VISIT-
Initial ,Jisit 62.00
Each OB visit 20.00
Delivery 280.00
6 week mother check i .00
10 day baby check =00
In hospital baby care 75.00
Circumcision (if desired) 56.00

ALL TAB W"RK IS EXTRA

Fartial payments each month are required so that

the total balance be paid by the time of delivery.

If OB By Visit we require the office visits, delivery
and in hospita? care paid before delivery.

We are in familLy practice and enjoy seeing the children
we deliver. However the choice of where to have well
baby care 1is up to you.

If you are insured we need a completed 1insurance

form from you before the delivery. Insurance companies
will not accept any charges until aicer the delivery,
so wo will submit the total amount of charges after
delivery if we have a form.



Medical Board:;

(3) at the request /of the State Medical Board, conduct
investigations based on complaints filed with the department or with
the State Medical Board; and

(4) be directly responsible and accountable to the State
Medical Board, except that only the department has authority to
terminate his employment.



Chris F. Dennis, MD
Chairman, Legislative Action Committee
home - 3.6 Mile Gilmore Trail
mail - SR 40512
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
phone: 546-3841

Donald E. Thieman, MD
President, Fairbanks Mtdical Association
home - .2 Mile Steele Creek Road
mail - 1001 Noble
Fairbanks, Alaska 997C1
phone: 456-6288

William F. Kinn, Md
home - McGrath Road
ail - 1919 Lathrop
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
phone: 456-7767

William H. Doolittle, MD
home - 317 Bently Road
mail - 1919 Lathrop
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
phone: 456-4790

Roger F. Harding, MD

home - 102 10th Ave.

mall - same

Fairbanks, Alaska 59701
phone 456-4659

Robert W. Taylor, MD

mail - 1867 Airport Way

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
phone: 452-4690



April 6, 1981

Senator Jalrar Kerttula

Souch V
Jinedu’ AX 99811

Dear Senator Kerttula,

| vould like to register my concerns with portions of two bills presently
under consideration by theSenate,

F ?]rdmg SB, 237 "relatln Erotessmnal ||censm% and to the regulation
actice of medici ey 08.04.170 provides thvt by th assistants -

cert| ied ['urse and/or lay midwives oust be ||censed by the Medical Board.

Sec. £8.64.250 contains no reference nor provmons for th a pract|ce of

Certified Nurse Midwives. = Sec Inappropriately il-lows the
Med‘tcal 3oard to be sole determmant o the s&?pe |Oan tyactme of midvift.y.

While the common 80a| of health providers in childbirth is an outcome. of
healthy nother an |nfantg) the licensing of birth as]slstants In this bill
IS Im:ppropriate. | submi that the ve,. cle for contro f said "assistants”
can be cere eéhe itious and cl %arcy de{med in the é) owm\g manner,
1 assistants ertified Narse Midwives with completion
of an accreditated post-RN program of miadwifery.

2. That the licensure of Certified Nuae Midwives be theresgon3|b| \]g
he Board 0 Nursmg Inan amcended Nurse Practice Act
.Medical Practice Act

3. That the. relations | the ertified Nurse Midwife ana the
su ervh|3|ng phy3|cr|]a ea co?laborat?on Lhetueen the Medical Board
and the Ndrsing Board.

In con: aeration of the ** above, 7T *'8 "relating tc the practice of

nursin does not address it:.. ™ «o the practice or certification of
Nurse Midwives - on onerous ommissiwr. 1

L IS C)Ee |eonvmtmh at the pract|ce 0fb|rth a33|stants(excludmgpremp|tous

”thsr)t amenﬁ”e?ttjs to bo?h ?\cts thta{tlev ] ustsga[z/h{té/v Iche|Ss speC| ?zye0 area of

nurfmg practice. in a manner that recogmzeg the separate and concomittant
practice oCinursing and practice of médicine.

Sincerely,

Palmer, AK 99645
cc Gov. Hammond Sen. Fiacher
Sen. Parr Sen. Kell;
Sen. Stinson Helen leime

Sen. Colleta



Julia C. ¥ Greg B. Arehart
SRA 372 N

Anchorage, AK 99507

(907) 345-221S

April 4, 1981

Senator Charles Parr

Chairman of the Senate Health, Education,
and Social Servides Committee

Pouch V

Juneau, AK (J801

Dear Senator Parr;

My husband and | are concerned about Senate Bill z37, 1in
particular the clause that states the State Medical Board shall
authorize who can assist at childbirths. It seems to imply that only
a physician or medically licensed nurse can, and must, assist a birth.
We are appalled at the ignorance shown by the mere consideration of
such a clause in our Senate.

There are those of us who do not believe 1in medical science,
either because of religious or other convictions, or because of
personal choice. 1 have had the misfortune of having been xnjured by
doctors, rather than cured by them, during several years of treat-—
ments. | have turned to other methods of health care, with better
results. There is simply no possibility 1 will allow a medical doctor
to attend my delivery when | give birth. |If your bill passes, with
that specific clause, | will therefore either willingly break the law
by having my husband or a midwife assist my delivery at home, or |1
will be forced to deliver completely alone, without even my husband
assisting, just to avoid breaking the law.

I am appalled that you think parents should not be allowed to
make their own decision concerning the birth of their children. You
arc implying that we, the men and women of this state, arc too stupid
to take care of ourselves 1in the case of something as natural and
healthy as childbirth. May 1 remind you, we, the human race, have been
giving birth without the “help® of doctors fo7*all of history until the
last century. You arc now Tforcing the doctors and nurses, with their
particulai beliefs and ways, upon us, thinking you know letter than we
do who should help us during delivery. | find this presumptuous of you,
and 1°m quite frankly tired of being told what to do, when to do it, with
whom, and being forced to pay through the nose too - because the govern-
ment thinks it knows what"s best for me. Because of your position of power,
Senator Parr, you must be careful not to abuse us; we arc tlie victims if
you abuse your power. I find it not only abusive, but absurd, that you
presume to tell me how to live my life.

You must be completely unaware of the research that has been
done concerning homebirth, midwifery, and natural childbirth as opposed +»



hospital or physician-attended births. The facts clearly show that it
is More dangerous to give birth in a hospital than at home. My biggest
concern 1is ior tiie health of the baby, taking precedent over my concern
for breaking the law in this case, and so | would logically choose hone-
birth, with my husband and/or a in"dwif< assisting, over your prescribed
physician-attended delivery, for safety reasons alone. You think your
bill will protect us and our children,"but 1it”~ill do the opposite by
posing a health hazard! || can refer you to one specific book to read on
the subject of safety in homcbirths versus hospital births: Immaculate
Deception by Suzanne Arms. |If you have not read it, then yeu have no
right to be making decisions concerning honebirtns versus hospital
births.

It seems another fact lias not occurred to you, concerning
the situation specific to Alaska. Many women in the busli will be unable
to get to a hospital, or have an authorized attendant at their delivery,
due to the 1isolation and immense distances 1in the bush. Suppose the only
person available to help a woman in labor is a lay midwife? Suppose the
only person is the woman % husband? Do you actually plan to fine either
of them S50-S100, or punish them 10-90 days 1in jail, for helping a
friend or wife? |If so, you lo«?e my respect completely. Not only has
common sense, but also the Ch 1istian spirit and toleranrc, been
totally 1lost in our unfeeling, unthinking government.

We ask you to please drop this claus from Senate Bill #237.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Julia C. Arehart
Greg B. Archart



April 1951

Senator Charlei Parr

Chairman, Senate Health, Education, and Social
Services Committee

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99801

So nor Charles Parr.

Again, more restrictions, regulations, ar.d control over the people of
Alaskal! When will it stop! I"m referring to Bill £237.

1 can not see any reasons that warrant this Bill: there has been no
problems, no abuse of the existing laws. To the contrary many Alarkans
have thankfully felt and exercised their freedom to give birth to their
children where and with whom they personally have chosen. And 1
emphasize that we are thankful for this freedom. A freedom that 1is

by rights ours; ".omcthing that is being conveniently forgotten by many
people 1in decision making positions.

Giving birth to a bab> 1is a very personal, emotional, important, and
exciting happening 1in our lives, and very, very natural. It is not a
medical crises. It does not warrant medical intervention except 1in
very few instances, and those are ncrrally predicted far before the
time of birth.

It is not with bravery, but with fact, thrt ! say there is far more
physical as well as emotiona® trauma that occurs when r. woman 1is placed
in a sterile, restricted, medical 1intervention oriented environment.
Please, read the most recent studies. These statements are FACT.

Second to the emotional importance, but definitely another very important
aspect to this Bill, is the added cost that, people will be required to
pay because of the stipulations of the Bill. Could it end up that women
in the bush be required to travel away fron their family and home just
because there is no one authorized to assist 1in the!- birth in their

local area? Again, the emotional, b t also the co"t of tl:x travel, rs
well as the additional cost of the "authorized" person... Is the state
willing to pay for these added cost :rat they arc requiring of the people
1 would think so being that it Is neczufi of the state that the people
are having :o spend more.

Senator rarr, stop and th|nk* Kea||y, t.-.ore IS no reason or need or want
of this Sill 7237 by the people o: Alaska, Do NOT let it go any further.



Arril 2nd”™ 1981
Talkeetr.a, Alaska

Senator Charles Parr, Chairman

Senate Health, Educatior and Social Services Committee f
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Farr,

It has come to our attention that on March 4th, 1981 Senate Bill #237 was
submitted to the Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee.

In a rural state (which most of Alaska qualifies as being) it seems absurd
as not every bush village can possibly have a physician and it it insensi—
tive to require pregant women 1in such areas to leave their hemes at a time
when they need the support of their husbands and families. Also the bill °
goes against our basic human lights, telling us who we have to have present.
It has been proven that heme births arc actually safer than those Xr hos—

pitals and also the price of a doctor and hospital ar almost beyond the
reach of many of the bush people.

Would you consider having a local teleconference on the bill; so those in-
tered in giving imput could do so? And could you notify us of such a tele—

conference in advance? Our phone number is 733-2418 and my voter regis—
tration number 1is 00021022,

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Talkeetna, Alaska 99676



April 2, 1981
372 Shaw Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Mr. Parr

Senate Health, Education and Social Services
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Parr:

I am very disappointed in the Senate Bill No. 237 which
was 1introduced on March 4, 1981. The part | most disagree
with 1is the reference to assisting at childbirth and
labeling childbirth as a medical procedure.

I believe that childbirth is a "well"™ process and not a
pathological condition. P. egnancy/childbirth is not a
human ailment and should not be labelled as such in any
law.

I feel homebi.rth attendants have a necessary and responsible
place as an option available to Alaskans to help satisfy
their health care needs. Parents have the constitutional
right to choose where and with whom they choose to give
birth to their child. We deserve to have freedom of choice
concerning birth place and attendant. Parents can be and
are responsible for getting good prenatal care and screening
and have the right to the option of a homebirth attended

by other than a physician.

I request a teleconference here 1in Anchorage prior to the

committee hearing in Juneau. There are enough people here
who would want to be involved in this to share their feelings

on this subject.

Sincerelv.

Charlene Collett-Paule



Senator Charles Parr

Chairman, Senate Health, " _.ducaticr.. and Social
Services Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99801

Senator Charles Parr,

Again, more restrictions, regulations, and control over the people of
Alaska! When will it stop! I*m referring to Bill £237.

1 can not see any reasons that warrant this Bill; there has been no
problems, no abuse of the existing laws. To the cont-ary many Alaskans
have thankfully felt and exercised their freedom to give birth to their
children where and with whom they personally have chosen. And 1
emphasize that we are thankfu l tor this freedom. A freedom that is

by rights ours; something that 1is being conveniently forgotten b} many
people in decision making positions.

Giving birth to a baby 1is a very persona:, emotional, important, and
exciting happening in our lives, ar.d very, very natural. It is not a
medical crises. It does not warrant medical 1intervention except in

very few instances, and those arc normally predicted far before the
t;me of birth.

It is not with bravery, but with fact, that |1 say there is far more
physical as well as emotional trauma that occurs when e woman is placed
in a sterile, restricted, medical 1intervention oriented environment.

Please, read the most recent studies. These statements are FACT.

Second to the emotional importance, but definitely another very important
aspect to this Bill, is the added cost that people will be required to
pay because of the stipulations of the Bill. Could it end up that women

ir. the bush be required to travel away from their family and home Just
because I icre is no one authorizec to assist 1in their birth in their

local area7 Again, the emotional, bu: also the com of the frcve!, as
well ns the additional cost of the "authorized" person... Is the state
willing to pay for thes madded cos* that they arc requiring o! the people?
1 would think so being that it is because of the stale that tie petpie

are having to spend mu re.

Senator Parr, stop and think. Jtea.lv. there 1is no reas-n or need or want
of this Bill *237 by the people of Alaska. T'o NOT 1let it go any further.

Sincerely,






Mr Parr
Senate Health. Education and Social Services

Dear Nr. Parr:

I am a resident of Anchorage and a registered voter here

Qf.-rnnorlv oblect to the revision -

practice act in Bill 237 concerning "assisting at childbirth.”

I had both of my children at home attended by my husband.
I am attending births now 1in Anchorage. Dr. Ender of UAA has
found in his research that 10$ of births in the greater Anchorage
area take place at home. No Physician o” certified nurse
midwife will help at home*

I am a highly qualified birth attendant, but 1if this bill
goes througn 1 will not be able to continue helping people
and less skilled people will be attending these births. Home
births will continue to happen. Most of my clients would have
their babies at home with or without me.

This bill Infrifi?es on my right of free choice and makes
birth a medical procedure. I am furious that this bill
may pass due to alot of medical pressure and bucks behind It.

I wish to be put on the mailing list to be informed of
a public hearing and 1 request a teleconference to be held
In Anchorage.

Sincerely,
Christine Rushing

1403 E 27th Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska 99507



I luge you to defeat this bill, it is another power grab
by the American Medical Association. Each professional

group wants to use legislation to create its own monopoly.

The American Medical Association has tried for years to
control the entire gauntlet of thf nealing arts. A new
medical board is set up. A new bureaucracy is created.
A new lever is held over the people. The medicrats
already have taken away from the people the right to
determine their choice of treatment in many diseases,
including cancer.

Everything 1is done in the name of good. But not every-—
thing 1is good. Depriving people of their freedom of
choice 1is not good. What people need is education so
they will make wise choices, not d continuous stream of
oppressive legislation.

Why should midwifery be licensed by the state. It is a
practice that is as old as civilissation itself. In the
18th century if it had not been for home deliveries we
might none of us be here. The doctors were killing
mothers by the thousands with child bed fever. When one
doctor told them how to prevent it, they drove him out
of town.

Teach the people correct principles and let them g(vern
themselves. *

'fhJY -

Roport V. Pontius D.V.M,

bm .



March 19,1981

Mr. Parr

Senate Health, Education and Social Services
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Gina Katkin
1402 Primrose St.
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Dear Chairperson:

It has come to my attention that bill #237 has been submitted
to the legislature pertaining to home births. 1 feel it =iportant
that this be a personal and r. oonsible decision within a family,
and is no place for a legislati > decision.

Both of my children were b"rn at home under responsible,com—
petent care. This decision was oar own and a determined one. |If you
make it i1llegal for educated people to attend home births, families

will be forced to take the burden upon themselves without any birth
attendant.

I have the right as a women not to be hospitalized to give
birth 1if | so choose. | am not sick when 1in labor, 1in fact both births
where highlights of my life. Laws or th”-medical profession cannot
take away my right to birth my children where I feel most comfortable
and safe weather it be 1in the home or hospital.

IT we cant have birth attendants legally help us, then change
the laws so that "nurse-midwifes™ can attend home births or make
licensing for lay midwifes available.

Please give everyone the right to be heard through a telecon—
ference in Anchorage and all other communties through out the state
it po. siable.

Deepest Sincerity,
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RE: SB 237; PAGE 2, LINE 16-17

OBJECTION TO INCLUSION OF CHILDBIRTH. REPRESENTS BLATANT PPOTECTIONALISM
FOR MEDICAL COMMUNITY AGAINST A TREND FOR PEOPLE* TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR c~
THEMSELVES AND GIVE BIRTH AT HOME. THE CONSTANT LICENSING OF FVERY ASPECT
OF HEALTH CARE IS AN INVASION OF INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
MEDICAL PROFESSION.



March 23, 19SI

Senator Arliss Sturgulewski
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski,

I am writing to express my objection to bill SB 237 which would
virtually outlaw home births in Alaska. 1 strongly believe women and
men should have the choice of where their children are bom. Freedom
of choice should exist.

I resent the implication i woman cannot weigh the pros and cons
of such a personal, important moment.in her life and make a choice.
1 see no need for the Medical Board to usurp her right and make the
choice for her.

Please let me know how you plan to vote on this bill as well as
the one regarding cost of living allowances for retired school
teachers.

For your information, 1 am a woman ot child bearing age and an
educator.

Thank you for your time and service.

Nereida Talley

8121 Resurrection Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

907 333*8829 / 907 344-2501 x213

cc: Mr. Charles Anderson, State House
Ms. Ramona Barnes, State House
Governor Jay Hammond

~ /fr cKa-cCJ. 1(0~™n,
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Senator Charles Parr
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 9981

Dear Senator Parr:

I am sorry that I was unable to see you last weekend in Juneau, but Medical
Board disciplinary actions ended up consuming my entire stay.

I am writing to express my personal approval, as well as the unanimous approval
of the State Medical Board, for proposed revisions to the Medical Practice Act.
These are to be submitted oy the Governor and do not yet possess a Senate or
House Bill Number. However, the Department of Law file number for the Bill

is J-7/*-066-081. It is the feeling of the Board that these statutory reforms
allow for much improved flexibility in the supervision of medical quality
control in the State of Alaska and will yield better protection for *he medical
consumers of the state.

I assume that due to the nature of the Bill, it will pass through the Senate
Health, Education, and Social Services Committee.

The legislation, as currently written, 1is favored heavily by the Board. However,
a few deletions have been made from last session®s incarnation. As you recall,

thejiill last year was passed by both House and Senate, though in slightly »
dlfterenc rorms. As a result, it ended up getting lost in the siiuttie of bhe 1
close of the Session, and was never passed into law.~ In both vcrsionsTTtrc- *

"Board was granted an executive officer position as well as the services of

a designated investigator. Since the Boarc has a relatively large backlog of
investigations (33 cases as of last weekend), the need for an investigator who
is "detailed” to the Medical Board is obvious. Some of these cases would
appear to be relatively serious, and ought to be handled expeditiously.

As regards the executive officer position, the Medical Board feels that it
is in need of cxecu.ivc support. A number of other Boards already have such
a position (Real Estate Board, Nursing Board, etc.) and due to the life and
death nature of much *f the Board"s work, this seems to me to be a reasonable
request. Currently, our executive support comes from a licensing examiner
within the Division of Occupational Licensing, and she is churgcd with the
oversight of three or four other Boards as well. Historically, wo have had
a problem with the fact that licensing examiners frequently change from one
Board to another, or leave the Division entirely, thus resulting in a losa
of continuity and relatively long "startup time" for a new examiner. During
this period of time, Board actions are delayed, priorities ohuffled, and

all manner of things seem to "fall between the cracks".



Page 2

As | mentioned to you ?revrously, the fiscal note approving the estahlishment
of the executive director pcsition was. aP roved during the“last Session, though
the Bill itself drd not quite make rt into statute. The funds were apprnvpd,
pu were returned to the General H opefu |I>r this would make the positions
0ld gosrtron*]l ang hus ess susceIp le to redlining. |t has been the position
of th Governor's Offrce and ere ore of Occupational chensrnrlg that no new

[

osr i .. LC jic ueaued his year, hence, their deletion from the current
islation, have snpo en wrth the Governor's Offrce and have heen informed
th tit is proba rkeg tthat the proposed legislation would he vetoed

simply because it establrshe hese positions.

Therefore, | would respectfully request that your Committee consider the addition
of an amendment to the proposed legislation authorizing:

A.  An Executive Officer for the Medical Board. This person would serve at the
pleasure of the Board, though he would be employed by Occupational Licensing.

B. Adesirqnated investigator for Medical Board functions, aong with appropriate
SUppOrt services.

| am ?ncertarn gs to the actu% cost that would have to be amended in.a Fiscal
Note fof this | suspect that the Diyision of Occupational Licensing ought
to be able to prepare It relatrvely quickly.

n any eve SUSLH ct that it would Prob bly prove less than $100,000 annually
and thrs would be a good value for the State.

1 have one other matter which 1 would like to bring to your attention. The
State Nursing Board 1is currently seeking a revision of the Nurse Practice Act.
In general, the Medical Board has no problems with the legislation which

they are proposing, however, it should be noted that the Nursing Board is
attempting by statute to remove the Medical Board from all authority regarding
advanced nurse practitioners. These are nurses with advanced training who
perform acta of medical diagnosis and treatment independently, under a col—
laborative relationship with a physician. It is the position of the Medical
Board that since their practice constitutes areas within the "practice of
medicine™ that the Medical Board should continue to bc”~lfwo”yj 1in their
licensing and approval. Our current role is to examinertlhf proposed col—
laborative relationship and the Board feels that this is an appropriate level
at which to be involved.

Thank you for any consideration which you can afford in these matters. If
there is anyone else with whom I should be corresponding, please let me know.
Hopefully, 1 will make it back to Juneau one of thcuc days and will be able to

t

cc Evelyn Boone



BAZELEY AND HARRINGTON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

AN ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS

JUCITH J BA’E_EY March 26, 1981 340 C STREET. SUITE 201
KATHLEEN HARP.INOTON ANCHORAGE. ALASKA B9501
TELEPHONE (907) 272.BSB1

The Honorable Charles Parr

Alaska State Senator

Health, Education and Social Services
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: Senate Bill ~237-Home Birth

Dear Senator Parr:

I have recently learned that, with the
assistance of Governor Hammond, Senate Bill #237 has
been submitted and routed to your committee for public
hearings and comment.

I am completely opposed to this attempt
to regulate home childbirth by categorizing those who
might assist at a home birth as somehow engaging in the
practice of medicine.

| feel very strongly that home birth is
an area to which the right of privacy attaches and
certainly, 1in this context, mothers and fathers should
have a fundamental right to choose to birth their babies
at home without the unnecessary intrusion of the State of
Alaska and certain members of the medical community.

I believe it to be completely unnecessary
for the State of Alaska to prevent those who are experienced
with the home birth process from assisting those of us who
choose to have our children at home. I also believe that
it 1s unnecessary to require these home birth attendants
to submit to some long and costly certification process before
they can legally assist ina home birth, especially when
those home birth attendants whom I know have had practical
experience in this process for years.



The Honorable Charles Parr
March 26, -1981
Pace Two

I believe this issue is important enough to
require a conference here in Anchorage with you and other
members of your committee.

Thank you for your time and attention to this
"matter.

Sincerely,

KK:kpc



ALASKA CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
A mOPEiI "SION"AI. COnrOHATION
MILE 7Vi OLI) SEWARD HIGHWAY
P.0. BOX 10033
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 00311

Dr. Keith L. Hediger,D,C,

Tturaowi (007) 844-1301

March 27, 1981

Senator Charles Parr

Chairman

Senate Health, Education & Social Services Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Senator:

Bill #237, introduced on 3/4/81, 1is a very serious offense against basic
human rights. It is truly a sad state of affairs to see this issue become
political. The injustice will be inflicted upon your voting population.

I would like to see you do all that you can do within your realm of
power to prevent the enactment of the breach of privileges in our fine
state.

Thank vou.

Yours for better health, naturally,

JO C

Keith L. Hediger, D.C.

KLH/pm



March 23. 1981

Senator Charles Parr, Chairman

Senate Health, Education & Social
Services Committee

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99801

Senatori

As a citizen and voter in the State of Alaska | am writing
to voice my disapproval of Senate Bill #237.

I am currently teaching prepared childbirth classes for
Christian Childbirth Education in Anchorage and have

taught childbirth preparation for five years. The

classes | have instructed are geared for hospital deliveries
but 1 also have students who are anticipating a home birth.

The birth experience of each person | have met 1is so
individual and 1 believe each should h?ve choices in
planning the birth of their child. Although 1 do not
promote home birth, I do believe that this type of
legislation would deny the personal experience childbirth

should be. People who choose home birth need support.
Legislation of this type is not going to decrease home
births - or.ly decrease a.y type of medical assistance at

these births.

Sincerely,

Paula M. Frey

3730 Kvichak Ci@@te

@b?wqgrage, %K J2
-oUU-0UI

Voter Reg. 0016U6579
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March 25* 17kl

Mr. parr

Senate Health, Education and Social Services
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska y~SllI

Dear Mr. Parr:

1 am writing in regard to Senate Bilx #/237, specifically the section
.1imiting childbirth attendants to these who are licensed by the State
of Alaska. This phrase obviously effectively eliminates most home
births in Alaska. Personally, | fee®. the State has no right to inter—
fere in a woman®"s choice of where or under what circumstances she
wishes to give birth to her baby. This infringes on personal freedom
of both mother and baby.

I am nearly eight months pregnant myself and am choosing home birth.

I am against all drugs that are ROUTINELY and unnecessarily administered
in the hospital. They certainly don"t help the baby any in starting

out his/her difficult life. Hospital births, in addition, disrupt

the bonding process so important in early iife, disrupt families CAr*

we really trying to preserve the family unit anymore TJ, and cause
unnecessary stress and pain on both the mother and the baby. |

wouldn"t even consider having my baby come into the world in such a
sterile, traumatic atmosphere unless absolutely necessary, such as in

an emergency. Childbirth is a natural process, not an illness.

Thf; problem is that those of us who choose home birth do not have
real back-u; from the hospitals and doctors there. From my experi—
ences with friends, it sterns that often a broken leg or other emer—
gency 1is treated more efficiently than a laboring mother with com—
plications whc had originally planned a home birth. Instead of that
portion of Senate Bill #237 being even considered, the medical
profession needs to upgrade its skills and coordinating efforts

with home birth attendants to ensure immediate and efficient emer —
gency care in the event of complications. It"s not that the women
don"t get to the hospital; it"s that they are often not given
immediate help when they arrive and that the care given is lees than
professional. Perhaps the doctors are seeing dollar bills slip
through their fingers instead of seeing a patient in need.

For Alaska to take a step backwards when many other states are opening
more doors to home birth and natural healing practices is absurd and
embarrassing. Two studies recently completed in the Eastern U.S.

shew home birth to bo as safe a3, and in some instancea, safer than
hgspital births. 1 suggest the legislature lock into these studies,
a% they were both rather lar e scale. I don"t want tc suggest that
anyone can deliver a baby, but it certainly does not normally reqire
an k.D. A trained, qualified midwife cr naturopath is weli-equipped
with Knowledge and skill to handle heme births.

Incidentally, 1 ar. a professional in the fiexc cf psychology and under —
stand the neeo for professional regulation and certification, but let"s
not overstep the bounds of personal freedom and common sense. I request
a teleconference cr. this issue as 1 bs”ive it is an important one.



March 24, 1981

3323 Robin Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Ron Charles Parr, Chairman
Senate KESS Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99601

Dear Senator. Parr:

This letter is in reference to SB 237 an amendment to the medical
practice act which refers to assistance at childbirth.

The effect of such legislation would be a flagrant intrusion into the
rights of individuals to have the type of birth experience they desire.
I am neither pro home birth nor pro hospital birth, but I an pro indi—
vidual rights.

Across the nation in the past decade there has been a movement away

from physician directed hospital births. This is evidenced by the
growing number of alternative birthing centers (we have two in Anchorage)
and home births. What do you suppose prompted this movement? The

answer 1o« pregnancy, labor and birth are normal, healthy, well pro—
cesses, not disease or illness. Physicians are taught throughout their
years of medical training to diagnose and treat disease, so they quite
naturally seek diagnosis and treatment for whatever walks into their
offices. They do not shine when it comes to caring for people who are
well.

Pregnant women want to be cared for with dignity, as individuals whose
experience is unique to themselves, and have a say in the direction their
care takes during pregnancy, labor and birth. By passing this bill, the
state of Alaska is saying, "Sorry Lady, we Ir.iv w*at is best for you and
who is best equipped to care for you." Und*r 1, a husband could
be charged for practicing medicine without a l.ct..- -f he assisted
(without a physicians supervision) at the birth of h.s child. To take

it further, a woman assisting herself could be charged.

Pregnancy, labor and childbirth do not belong under the sole auspices

of physicians. Physicians are not responsible for our state of wellness,
we a6 individuals are the ones who are responsible. | resent the auda—
city of the medical system to usurp my responsibilities for my own welfare

Please consider this input as you are discussing this bill. 1 believe a
teleconference hearing on this matter is in order.

Kary L. Bolin
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lAar Sir:

Concerning senate bill *237 pertaining to regulation of the practice of
r.edicir.e.

I want to voice my strong “position to any bill that would limit our
right to have children at home and to use o birth attendant of our own
shoos in2 without requiring Licensed attendants.

Child birth 1is a natural process and r.ota illness or disease that
reqi ires a doctor with the exception ofthose few cases whore complications

arise.

I an not opposed to doctors but 1 foel we must be frco to be able to choose
e doctor or naturopath cr whatever fora of treatment vre wish.

FTeedcn/Respor.slbility 30 together. Lawmakers are trying to lir.it cur
freedom of action under tho pretoxt of protecting uc, saying tho state
knows what in beet for no and I don"t. /::is idea la wrong.

If I nx to have freedom of action then 1 must hi.ve the freedom to bear
the responsibility for what 1 do; not havo the state tolce it ewny from

mo under tho guise of protecting me.

I would Ilko to have the hoarirg on thisoil} tuleconferonced so more
peojlo car. speak out or. this ifsue.

Thank You

£ incoroly,
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KIMEIN OFFICES KEYSTONE E'JILDING. SUITE 101 Opl WEST FIREWEED LANE
ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99503 < (907) 272-4743

March 20, 1981

Senator Charles Parr, Chairman

Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Parr,

I am writing this letter to express my deep concern about Bill #237,
Revision of the Medical Practice Act. I refer to the section that
deals with who can assist at childbirth.

There i1s ample documentation to support the view that the medical

care system exercises too much power over birth, life, and death.

Everywhere consumers are rallying to reclaim what has been insid—

iously taken from themi the right to make choices about personal
ters such as giving birth.

the medical care system limits chcice about illness care is an
ortunate reality. That the medical care system seeks to limit
-wOice about a matter other than illness and disease is unconscion—
able. Pregnancy and childbirth art not disease states and should
not he controlled at all, particularly by those whc are trained to
diagr.ose and treat disease.

Let us not regress in the 1980s by giving the medical establishment
more control over that which they should have no control. Let us
maintain and footer the elements of freedom and choice that charac—
terize the spirit of Alaska.

Sincerely yours,

Charles W. Morel
Practice of Kinlein
Voter Registration #03692852

P.S. Ploaei notify me when a teleconference will be held on this bill
as | intend to testify. Thtnk you.
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FAIRBANKS INTERNAL MEDICINE

and
DIAGNO
A

(907) 452-4769
WAT RO M FACP
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Honorable Charles Parr
Alaska State Senate

Pouch V
Juneau, AK 99811

March 23, 1981

Dear Senator Parr:

As I indicated to your staff today by telephone, 1 will be in Juneau on
April 6 and 7 for purposes of testifying concerning Senate Bill 237. I
appreciate the opportunity to do so.

I am somewhat amazed to find that the bill has become a matter of controversy.
Apparently, those people advocating Home Birth of babies feel that it violates
their right. Hopefully this letter will serve to allay some of the controversy,
and prevent the creation of yet another emotional issue.

As you are no doubt aware from our previous conversations, the Alaska State
Medical Board is charged by statute with the regulation and supervision of
the practice of medicine It is almost a truism that such supervision and
regulation is to be carried out in the public interest. When looked at in
this way, one of the Board"s functions 1is clearly that of Consumer Protection.
The Medical Board is not a Doctor®"s Protective Organization; that function

is performed, among others, by the Alaska State Medical Association, tne

local affiliate of the AMA.

In reviewing the difficulties which we have had in carrying out our functions
effectively (1 call your attention to the Legislative budget and audit "Sunset
Review" of the Medical Board), it became gqoUe clear to the Board members
individually and collectively, that the current definition of the practice

of medicine was vague and difficult to interpret. Therefore, one of the major
goals which the Medical Board has had is to sponsor legislation to improve

the definition of practice of medicine. It is from this effort that SB277
arose. The intent of the legislation, quite simply, is toallow the Board

to have me e clear-cut guidelines from which to work.

The issue of obstetrical care is secondary. SB237 does not purport to be
"the Child Birth Bill" which a reporter from the Alaska Radio Network called
it.

The Boar) has received several complaints, and a number of inquiries including

the practice of "lay midwifery®™ . Basically, this consistsof the rendering of
childbirth services, usually in the home, by lay midwivcs - frequently people
without any formalized training. In an effort to see whether or not the Board

had any Jurisdiction, we sought an attorney gcncral®6 opinion as to whether or
not the delivery of childbirth services constituted in any fashion "the practice
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of medicine™. For reasons unclear, we got two separate responses. The first
said, essentially, that "since obstetrics does not tic's] with an illness or
condition, it is not legally the practice of medicine”. The second said
essentially "everyone knows that obstetrics is a medical activity, and therefore
it falls under the purview of the Medical Board". A third, formal opinion was
sought and this time the response was that the Department of Law wasnot sure,
and the statute probably ought tobe changed in order to clarify theissue.

Therefore, this was also included in the draft of SB 237.

The current medico-political climate concerning home birth and the use of lay
midwives has taken on many of the trappings of a religious war. The "medical
establishment”, generally speaking, desires to have nothing to do with those
people who elect home delivery with a lay midwife, a feeling which is more than
reciprocated by the people who "opt out of the medical syscem™ to have their
children. As a result, a potentially dangerous situation has arisen in which
there is little or no communication between the two camps. The ultimate losers
in this situation are potentially the mothers and their newborn children, since,
should complications arise, they are virtual.y excluded from access to the medical
system.

To illustrate this point, recently a physician in the state, one who did home
deliveries, was found to have waited an inexplicably and inordinately long time
at the site of a home delivery prior to taking a critically ill child to the
hospital at which he had staff privileges. His only explanation of his action
was that he feared he would "get a lot of noise" from the hospital staff about
participating in home deliveries in general, and about this case in particular.
That the child subsequently died is irrelevant; what is clear is that the
physician involved, a man who had full hospital privileges at the time, was
reluctant to bring the child to the hospital because of the circumstances of
its birth. It is easy to imagine this situation being made even worse if the
birth attendant has no access whatever to the potentially life-saving services
which might be needed. As |1 stated, the polarized and poisoned atmosphere may
well result in denial of appropriate and necessary medical services to the
detriment of both mother and child.

The Board has taken no formul position concerning home birth nor has it ever
taken any position concerning the activities of lay midwives. Our only
interest in this matter is to establish an atmosphere in which some com—
munication 1is possible.

The 1legislation as proposed docs not abolish home deliveries, nor does it
really speak to the activities of lay midwives. What it does 1is give the
Ecard the regulntory powers in this area. Ingeneral, it has been the
feeling of the Board that it would be neither feusiblc or desirable to reg-—
ulate the practice out of existence, 1inasmuch as there will always be some
percentage of the population which is disenchanted with medical care in

ge .er.il and will elect not to enter what theyconceive to be the relatively
normal, 1impersonal, mu: .-production medical system tohave their children.
The "legalization™ of this service would serve only to further widen an
already huge communications gap with consequences as outlined above.



?age 3

Basically, the Legislature has three choices in this matter. First, to continue

the status quo, a situation which nay not be working very well. This won"t
ruffle any feathers and a controversy may be avoided. Second, to establish
yet another bureaucracy, a Boavu of Luy-Kidwives". since there are no

formalized educational criteria for lay-midwives, 1 would ultimately envision
a pissing contest of the highest order and major "turf protection" issues
arising as such a Board attempted to establish regulations. Third, basically
is that contained in SB 237, which is to give the Medical Board regulatory
authority by considering childbirth services to be a part of the practice

of medicine. The Medical Board has had a fair amount of experience in
dealing with non-physician medical care providers (paramedics, physician
assistants, advanced nu-se practitioners, and nurse anesthetists) and would,

I feel, be able to come up with satisfactory guidelines which would insist on
some plan of collaboration or referral which would insure the availability of
medical services if needed and not hold a collaborating physician financially
responsible for prpble-s which arose beyond his control. As 1 said, the choice
is the Legislatures. | do not personally feel (nor* does the Board) that the
obstetrical issue is worth sacrificing the rest of the bill over.

T. would like to respond to two other issues which have been raised. The first
is that of "turf protection". It is not the desire of the Medical Board to
enrich physician®s financially by insisting that all births be handled within
the hospital setting. The second is that organized medicine has sunk millions
of dollars into this "battle™. The Board hs received not one penny of support
by the AMA or Alaska State Medical Association in the establishment of the
language or intent of SB 237. In fact, 1 am informed by Dr. Johnson, the
president of the Alaska State Medical Association, that they do not like

the obstetrical provisions in SB 237 feeling that it somehow cheapens the
Medical Board to deal Jith non-medical people, and stating in general that

it is an issue in which they do not wish to become involved. I might add

thut the Board of Nursing is also unwilling to tackle the problenm.

Finally, and much more Important from the Medical Board standpoint, 1 wish

to reiterate our request for the reinsertion into SB 237 of the executive
officer position (reference my earlier letters) and the designated investigator
for the Medical Board. Die need for this sort of administrative support is
really what SB 237 1is all about, and we seek your assistance in helping to

tr e Alaska "a safer place to get sick". As | hove stated, the obstetrical
issue is secondary to the Intent of SB 237, and it seems to me a shone that
such a relatively narrow issue has commundcd to much attention, particularly

in view of the clcarcut lack of understanding which has been shown by those

who have most vociferously attacked the "Childbirth Bill".

1 loon forward to meeting with you on April 6 and hope that I will be able to
provide useful Information to you and the Cocaittcc in your deliberations.
1 appreciate having the opportunity to appear before you.

S1j ‘

Jcffrfey A. Psrtnow, M.D
Chairman
State Medical Board

E 51 -
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coa ."lz fa.ii,

j am deeply conee/mad about Aenate L'CJ- *237, tuuich ha, mzzczrtli> been
Aubmgted to the leolAlatune neyoAdiny the neyulatlon of the practice.
oL medicine.

Jf thiA b ill paAAOA, no one u [l be allowed to OAAIAt at childbhcAth in
le Atate of. Alaska ual maa audionised and licenced bu die Stale on. undcn
die alnecl AupenvlAion of a physician.,

I'wuA bindi la catayoni®ed oa a medical pnoceduAc, nathcn than die nonmol
pzoccAA of life that it iA. on addition, the nichlA of pancnlA do chocAe
die place <.ey define fan theln binth expenlenceA and die people they,
wifih to have oaalal at the binlhA la infninyd. upon.

0 am Atnonyly In favon of home binth attendant) oa an option (on AlaAhanA
in health cane.

0 nequCAt that a teleconfenence be held, in ondcA that myAclf and othen
conccAned clti*cnA in the Anchonaye anea may take pant in thlA heanliny.

0 appnecoate youn attention on thlA molten.

Sincencly,

Ahoda AndcAAon
3525 U. 7J*d Ave.
Anchancye, AK 99502
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Senator Charles Parr, Chairman

Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Senator “rri

I have just, twilight, learned of Alaska Senate Pill 237, submitted to the Senate
Health, Education and Social Services Censdttee on March Tomorrow I will contact
Vallv Richardson of our Legislative Affairs Office and request a copy of the bill

in- its entirety, | am requesting, in this letter, that a local teleconference be

held on this bill that I might testify rather than a public hearing in Juneau which
would be impossible fer me to attend, | will foilew-up en this request by contacting
Wally Richardson and ask that 1 be notified well in advance of the teleconference

dato. If thero is something further 1 can do to stress my position, | ask you to
advise me. | realize an individual has little hope of an effective stand when the
opposition is the powerful Alaska State Medical Association, but I am hoping that
members of the Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee will not make

a decision without accurate statistics and information, nationally and internationally,
on tho many safe alternatives in childbirth end thav, each of you is fully ncquainted
with the many controversies in modem obstetrics. | hope tho committee will not
simply bow to the authority of the Alaska State Medical Association without considering
that it is a union as much as a professional organization and financial rain is as

much a factor in their position on this bill as tho interest of maternal and child
health.

I am opposed to SE237. 1 understand this bill will allow tho State Medical Beard
to authorize who shall assist at chlldbirths. | would not be averse to this if the
State Medical Beard wore sieving in tho direction of expanding safe alternatives in
childbirth through the certification of lay midwivee, with criterion to be mot de—
termined by skilled midwives rather than obstetrical surgeons, but | have no doubt
the intent of this bill ia to restrict rather than expand safe birthing options for
the people of Alaska.

I am 32 years old, an education administrator and the mother of an eleven-month-old
daughter. Mjr »aster®s degree is in education of tho severely and profoundly retarded,
with particular interest in the multiply handicapped. | am grlte familiar with tho
rany events which may occur during pregnancy, childbirth and tho neonatal period
which can damage the body and mind of an infant.

I approached pregnancy as | would any new experience in rrv lifo, bv edueatlnr wvself
as completely as possible to bo sure | made the best decision fer my baby, mv husband
and nyself. In tho three years prior to mv pregnancy and tho subsequent nine months,

I read countloss texts and articles on pregnancy and childbirth. T talked with several
doctors, nurses, mldwivos and parents and wont through tho standsrl hospital prepared
childbirth course. | fool 1 am as competent as anyont on your coooiltteo to know

what constitutes a aafo alternative in childbirth.

I spent the first several month: of my prsgnancv trying to find a doctor who was not
patronizing, but truly believed a normal, healthy birth is the rule and not tho
exception! one who believed it the wonan®e responsibility to prepare her bedv and
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mind for the experier.«e and believed in her ability to do soj one whose ego would
allow him or her to "attend"™ a birth, yet maintain control over the desire to medicate,
monitor and otherwise fntervene unless it was medically necessary, T know such
physicians exist, but JLdid not find one, In the seventh month of my pregnancy,
folloving-up on a number of names I had encountered, 1| found a lay midwife with whom,
after one afternoon 3 meeting, | knew I had found the person to attend the birth of

my child.

After thoroughly educating nyself, working hard to maintain a healthy, complication-
free pregnancy, selecting a skilled birth attendant and preparing for emergency

back-up, 1 chose a homebirth with a lay midwife, | do not, in any way, feel my

choice was irresponsible! on the contrary, | did more research and gave more thourht

to this decision than mgst vcran PV y 1t&ljblrth,, From all 1 have learned,
N

| also believe my heffthy . I . * . . z-

I subjected myself and my child to a "normal hospital birth", *ost medical personnel
would say my choice was foolish. One doctor told me it was "stupid to even consider
a homebirth™, yet statistics prove the oppositei a well-planned, well-screened
homebirth, attended by - skilled midwife with arrangements for good emergency back-up
is as safe as ar.y hospital birth with the added benefits to homebirth of shorter
labor, less complications and the opportunity for immediate family bonding with its
long-term psychological advantages. From a very personal standpoint, it provides

a feeling of such great joy and accomplishment, | cannot possibly describe it well
enough and can only feel terrible sadness and a sense of loss for those who recall
only an unpleasant birth experience.

What SB237 is j »slly about is not safer births becsuse statistics do not support
physician-supervised births as being necess”ily safari rather, this bill is reallv
about money.

The birth of '}/daughter cost $350. Had I elected a routine hospital birth in
Anchorage, the”bill would have been $2,000 to $3*000 and would likely have included
IV*s, am lotany, fetal monitors, eplslotooy, labor room charges, delivery room charges,
newborn nursery charges, an unnecessarily long hospital stay and perhaps, if I reallv
went first class, e C-sectlon - they see* to bo excessively popular these days.

It is certainly to the doctor™s economic benefit to have all births required, bv
law, to fall under his or her supervision. This is, | believe, the basis of the
Alaska State Medical Association®s request to the State Medical Board and to the
Governor for the passing of S*C37, and does, by virtue of the obvicus financial

gain to be had, present e question regarding the objectivity end sincerity of the
request. I, on the other hand, experienced nopfjnancial gain through my deliberate
and well-planned choice of e lay midwife, end rlrdesire to >e safe alternatives
expand Ir based entirely on what | have learned”about current obetetrioal trends

end whet 1 believe to be good physiological and psychological health care end basic
common sense. Had X delivered under a physician®s supervision, regardless of the
cost, my Insurance corrany would have covered the birth, because 1 elected an
alterratlve other then tho AHA approved rethod of giving birth, the Insurance
eempeny denied my claim stating it ild not eolneldo with their Hot of "reasonable,
necessary end customary™ maternity services. | am well aware ef how tho medical
comunlty manipulates private medical coverage — will it now hﬂanlpulate end dictate
to the State of Alaata how and tinder what elrcwtstaneee a woman may else birthl

The intent of r!!Ietter is not to encourage homebirth, lay midwifery* w *ny particu—
lar birthing altonwtico. | refer te these approaches because It was whet | ehese,

as it was right to c* ose, end that. Senator Parr, is tho point of this correupondence,
to stress th e right of tho individual to choose from e wide speetnm of eefe
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alternatives, Highly sophisticated modem obstetrical care must continue to be
available for it sometimes becomes very necessary, but necessary, too, 1is the
availability ef the family doctor, the certified nurse midwife and the certified
lay midwife, for somewhere in this range is the skill and philosophy which meets
the needs of each family.

I am enclosing several recent, brief a:vd informally written articles from a variety
of sources which support points on which | have generalized. | would also like to
recommend 4\e following books as essential. They provide an in-depth statistical
look at childbirth in this country and how we compare with other countries, as

well as a good review of obstetrical history in the United States and a discussion
on err « * controversies. Perhaps the committee is already familiar with this
literature, |If not, and if these titles are unavailable to you, I will send mv

own co. las of those 1 presently have at hand, if you request.

Benefits and Hatards of the New Obstetrics, Tim Chard and Martin Richards
Lying-Ini A History of Childbirth in America. Richard and Dorothy Wertt
The Cultural Warning of Childbirth, Doris B. Hairo

Imaculate Decop* *ont A New Look at Women and Childbirth in America,
Sutanne Arms

To attend a birth is a privilege, not a right te be determined by Alaska Stato Lawi
rather, an honor which should only be granted by the birthing parents, the ones who,
lot us not forgot, must also pay for the service. Please acknowledge the individual
intelligence and right of Alaskan families to plan their own birth exoerlencei

defeat Senate Bill 237. Help us expand safe alternatives in childbirth, not restrict
then,

This has been a lengthy letter. Thank you for your time and patience. | can provide
ruch noro information if you feel it would bo useful. You need only ask.

ulle Gorham

Box 1037

Bethel, Alaska 99559
Qtclosuresi Pive articles

cci Representative Tony Vaska
Senator George Hohnan
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Senate Health, Educatioxi and Social Services
Pouch V

Juneau, nlaska 99811

Dear Sir,

I sm writing to you with great concern, 1in reference to a senate
bill #237 submitted by the Rules”"Committee to the legislature pertaining
to regulation of the practice of medicine.

I understand that if this bill were passed, no one will be allowed
to assist at childbirth in the home unless authorised and licenced by
the Stats, cr under the direct supervision of a physician, who will not
come to your heme, “iliis move will infringe upon the rights of respons—
ible parents who choose to give birth at homo rather than going to the
hospital. It will also deprive these p eople of the services of c:.iing
and knowledgnble people able to assist in this natural process. How docs
childbirth come under the category of the practice of m3dicino/ 1 thought
the days were gone when u woman was considered "sick"” to be pregnant and
give birth to a child. Childbirth is not a "medical procedure’” but f
normul body function which can oe safely monitored in the homo, noreso
today than in the past, with the increase in knowledge and the prepcration
process parents con undergo. Candidates for homo birth are very care—
fully . “~r*er.ed and if any tosrib®e :orplications arise they arc referred
to 1 physician to deliver in a hospital, where, if it is an omergoncy
sit ciDr.. the parents ure sub<er tsi to much scolding and horrasment
from tho nedieui proffesion. h.utistics prove that in fact, r.ewborr.o
and mothers do better in the home environment than ir. tho strccsfull
surroundings of the hospital. I car. personally testify to this fact
having undergone both experiences, -nd 1 found, having warn, curir.g
uttor.donts present “ho watched and stayed with r.e throughout my labor
was much more 3atisfacto:y to me. The same applies to tho pre-nutal and
post-natal care 1 heve recicved. I felt ry homo birth attendents were
much noro proffesior.al and thorough ir. their procedures than tho "prof-
foslonalf” who were not even there to deliver ny other children ir. tho
hospiitl .

If it 10 the welfare of the new-borr. and the laboring mother the
Stato is worried about, why thon is it legal for women to rr.urdor tholr
unborn babloo, by having an abortion payed for by tho Ferorol Government?
And why 1is the possesion and use of r.brijuuna in tho home legal, yet the
stato 1is taking away the rightd of those wishing to give birth at home
with pooplo attending them whom the jt*rents feel comfortable with? Should
wo not be ablo to choose whomsoever we pl*are t*» deliver our bublon, even
the babies father, -ithcut possible legal entangletentt from the State
and/or scolding fror tho msdical proffesion and hospital staff?

vzhy doc' nt the State recognise the credentials of ilaturapath
rhysitns, - _idwiveaUsrtified or lay} and Home Birth Afttendants.? ny
States fih the lower 4? do. 7.4y doc ™t the.Statg ..tko it possible for
®AABA Mesple ko net ilkenih the W. If EAiS Eﬂﬂl weré piseed *lesl.o
would bs piecing itself behind other States wr.o ire supplying alternate
childbirth posslbi! icier. Surely the ver.. fact -bet bill *237 i3 being

presented to the legislature ic prosf thet the demand for safe alternat—
ives other than hosrltals, 1j or. tho increase. ere and more parents



ere choosing zo have their babies at home, or to use a Birthing Center.
Birthing Centers ..re a"slngle step ir: the right, direction, but patients
ere still tied to many routine and in many cases unessesary procedures.
.-.Iso, the demand 1is r.c great for these alternatives, that only a very
small percentage of parents applying for a Birthing Center actually gdt
to use it - they end up in the regular hospital.

i-.laska, being the “1ast frontier”™ v;iti so many neople living
cre&t “istances from a hospital or medical help surely, has a great need
for more I-Zidwi’es, katurapath Physicians and Birth Attendants who will
take the time an: come to your home and who are capable of assisting In

this way.

Sincerly,
Mrs Anne Vonle

e
176%&1 Q"Q‘
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FROM: MARY/MATSU TO: JUNEAU INFORMATION
TARGET: LJH2 SUBJ: R.O.M. RAGE 000J

TO: SENATE M.E.SS. COMMITTEE
SENATOR RARR. SENATOR STIMSON. SENATOR COLLETTA. SENATOR FISCHER. S
SENATOR KELI.Y
FR: DIANA GARDINER. BOX 1074. WASII.1 A 99/.07
1 AM RREGNANT AND DUE 1IN JULY. 1 WANT 1o t1ave a UOMIDTRTI wrr2l MCDTCA.
ATTENDANCE AND 1 BELIEVE WHOLEHEARTEDLY IN KjnwirCKY. w.rasu RAJS Till? I*1?|
AS SOON AS ROSSTDLE TO I.ICFNSE MIDUIiVES.



Dear Senator Parr,

I'm writing to let $ou know just one of the noting publics opinion

about bill t 237 I'm tne mother of a ten year old daughter and a
ten month old son. M first child was born in a hospital at public expense.
| was forced flat upon a table, strapped down by the arms,|.V.'s werein-
serted without my permission, nly baby had a fetal monitor screwed into the
top of her head, and no one was allowed into the room with me., .needless to
say for a first birthing experience, | was terrified. For 3 days in the hos-
pital the government paid upwards of $1J>00. | only had a 3hour labor.

My second ctJild was born right here at home not li blocks from Prov-
idence Hospital, | had my husband, girlfriend, sister, Dr. PettiJohn and his
nurse. | thank Rod there wn3 someone | could ask to help us with our home
delivery, because there was no way in hell | was going into another hospital
to oe put through another experience like that. [If it haan't been for an
excellent attendant like Dr. PettiJcnn and nis kin* to resort to | would nave
been forced to have my baby at home alone without o knowledable person in atten-
dance in the case of an emergency. The cost was 9300. The pain was negligible,
| was relaxed in my own hose with friends and confidant that all was well. Not
once did anyone try to force anything on mu. Alternative birthing centers Inside
hospital facilities are fine to have when there is the chance that a woman might
dovelope some kind of complications, but for a healthy woman w.th a well monitored
pregnancy it ir a vaate of money, time, an: the chance of addud Infection for tho
new bab; from hospital germs. 1'd rather have ay baby at home and do it with the
law anl sy midwife. !jut | hope tnat the governor doesn't try to take my right to
decide how to birth my children from me or spy of the other women that feel the
way | do. It'a a totally personal choice and as long as we are all adult, respon-
sible parents X believe you should do your part to see that the law should be le ft

as it la so that w« maj



March 30, 1981

1103 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99501

gg'na?grﬁlealth, Education and Sociul Services

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Parr:

| don't like your senate hill No. 237 at all. As an expectant mother, 1
feel it is my right to decide where | will have my hnby and who should he
with me. Being determined a low-risk, healthy person,”1 feel giving hirth
is not an illness and should not he treated as such.

| do not upProciato having another of my rights, being an American Citizen,
taken away from me and diCtated by governmént.

cofdiully.

Patricia Machcras



Telephone: (907) 452 - 1611

March 13, 1981

The Honorable Charles H. Farr
Chairman

Senate H.E.S.S. Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

The Senate Health, Education, and Social Services Committee
is presently considering SB-237, which relates to licensing and

regulations of the Practice of Medicine.

As the representative of the 120 Physician Assistants who
compromise approximately 19% of the practitioners in the State
of Alaska, 1 would like to address the Health, Education, and
Social Services Committee and present pertinent testimony

regarding this bill when it comes up for consideration.

Thank you 1in advance lor your consideration of my request.

Chairman
Legislative Affairs Committee

DLL:mb
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March 23,1981

Mr. Charles Parr
Dept, of Health and Social Services
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Parr,

J am writing as one of the many who will be directly affected
by senate bill #237.

I understand that this bill will effectively eliminate trained
and qualified lay people from helping 1in any way 1in natural
childbirth in the home.

Alaska in particular has a heritage resting on childbirth at
home, and of lay midwives assisting at thib tim"

Is it true that the medical assosiation now feels it has the
authority to legislate where a child will be born, as though
the hospital with i1t"s pool of dangerous pathogens 1is the only
safe place to give birth to a child? This belief was exrosed
as erroneous by the National Center for Disease Control at
Denver. That study also pointed out that the well screened
woman and hertchild.did better giving birth at home because

of having built up immunity to those germs in her own envi-
roment.

Is it necessarily true that a doctor who often arrives on the
scene at the moment of birth 1is gl/ing better care than a lay
midwive, there thru all the labor and delivery, coaching the

mother so that she can give birth to her child without drugs?

This bill won"t stop couples from having their child at home,
it v/ill only serve to increase the risk of home birth by pre—
venting qualified lay midwives from assisting.them.

I have found from experience that couples prepare for home-",
birth almost from the moment of conception. These mothers are
in training for the upcoming birth; nutritionally, physically
anc emotionally. They enroll in childbirth classes, they

read everything they can get their hands on., and they bond as
a family unit. Wouldn®"t it be better to applaud these couples,
not censure them by passing a restrictive bill?

I appreciate the time you have taken in reading this, and I
hope this matter can rocieve your thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Charlotte M. Davis
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Keren McMfiBter-Skogstad

Bex 6

Hope, Alaska 99605
Senator Shurles Parr Voter Registration /02191864-
Chairman Senate rieultn, iducation and Social Services Committee

Jeur Senator parr,

1 aa writing to you regarding Bill $257, which ia tne revision of tne Medical
Practico Act. It is ay understanding that the passing of tnis bill would give
tne Stale Medical Board tne ability to authorize who can assist in cnildbirth.
p.aicing it a misdemeanor for anyone without a license to arsist in a birthing.

I feel tnis bill is totally uncalled for und 1 aa strongly opposed to it"s
passing. Rot only does it break the spirit of the independent Alaskan but it is
two restricting to tell a person how they must nundle ouch a personal, sensitive
experience.

Taking tne layout of tne Alaskan c 1i:aunitles tnis seems like tne wrong approach
for the most benefical health and welfare of a woman. 1 feel tne energy tnat it
would .aka to pass this bill snould be directed in setting up programs that could
advise anc teach persons on natural nomebirtns. Of course 1 am not ruling out
the medical approach all together. I believe it"s guidance and care is necessary
tnrougn pregnancey. If tnere is a forsccsble prob.lom then yes, technology it to
tne benefit of the woman, .hit I still feel the choice snould be left up to tne
person®"s own discretion.

It seems nighly dicrupting to make it mandatory that a woman must remove henelf
from uer name to find accommodations in a foreign location to wait for the time

when she must go to the hospital. Speaking for myself und others who 1 knowfeel
similiar, living in s remote community would make extremely inconvenient end
difficult to have a spontaneous natural childbirth in a town"s hospital. 1 feel

with good prenatal care, awareness of one"s health andmb much knowledgeas
possible, whether it be by training programs, books or previous assist in cnildbirth
tne percentages of a successful homebirth would be great.

1 realize one cannot generalize tnat this is the system for overyoi. , wnat I am
trying to emphasize is tnat a person snould be able to make that cnoioc. Whatl
would also like to itncourage is more natural birthing clinics. Tnis would giv

a woman who 1is opposed to tne regiment of tne hospital routine but desiring tne
assurance that technology ib available.

1 also would like to see midwifery more legally recognized. I realize tne medical
profession is a strong force and has tne power to control wnct they I"eel tnreetcning.
Unfortunately they are tne ones that have turned tnese women to other sources.
llomen need to nave tne feeling tnat tne person delivering tneir baby sincerely cares
and wants to opend tne time witn tnea.

In concluding tnis 1 would I.,ke to ask you not to turn your back on Ina percentage

si men and women who feel so strongly towards this i»sue. Instead help us to gain
tne knowledge about a practice we ere eager to experience as solely as possible.
I would appreciate a response on tne outcorae of tnis bill. Tnankyou lor your

time and recognition.



March 26,1951
9

Tc: Senator Charles Parr
Chairman, Senate Health,
Education an" Social
Se”"ices Committee

Dear Senator:

Did jour Mother miss jour birth? V/as she drugged, c"t of control
during her labor? Was she given au unnecessary episiotomy? Hov; about
a Ceasariar. section? These practices are quite common in"American
hospitals as you well know I"m sure. Are they necessary even HALF the
time they®"re done?! Why are they done? Who"s profiting from them?
Very often it"s not the laboring mother, nor her newborn child!! Are
these painful efforts to scare women and their families into believing
they are not in control of their lives, from birth till death?

We won"t put up with sterile, cold people attending at our most
important life events. We won"t pay those outrageous hospital fees.

We won"t miss the births of our children!

What a sad situation our medical profession is in. Women and
men are finally taking the time to learn about and care for their
births, their bodies and their children®s well being. What does the
medical profession learn and care about- ways to avoid losing money!
It"s worse than sad. It"s a disgrace!

I."inety percent of all births are normal. That figure could be
true in this country too, if the medical profession kept their hands tied
unless needed. Kinety-eight percent of the world"s population was born
outside of a hospital. Therefore, we don"t statistically need hospital
births to maintain ourselves. But who would be the powerful if the
doctor™s ego got thrown out of the picture? Hov; about the strong women
who"ve done all the work for the last nine months! Most women car.
successfully deliver the baby they“ve carried. Very few really need medical
help which often doesn"t show up till dilation is to 10cm.!

Until the medical profession steps down in o"der to listen and re—
learn the entire pregnancy, birth and postnatal care cycle, | choose
to steer clear of their hands. Education will only intensify our pro—
found determination to keep our alternatives open. | have chosen to
educate as many persons as possible.

Legislation such as Bill #257 reinforces what I"ve read and listened
to for years. Money and power are more important to American doctors
than are healthy Moms and babies! History won"t let go of that one!

I am making a request for a teleconference on the bill so that 1
nay testify if need be. Please send me a notice well in advance (two
weeks prior to ) the teleconference.

Sincerely concerned,
w/( /j-u/ 7TKI1l-vw

Kathleen McGlono

1.0. 585
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Lo~rrvg  Uoitn loabj ? and tben ft S «a ~jrea”

bless>r® ro hav;g”? rr,oc(grn rr.»c[it”e> a<uai (able.
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T-VOroa.i>ii un io u» O0CUfe CLnc( U]OI’tV)LOhiIe "SVpen"encc. ~g»ven Cerfeuvi

pre.ca”jA.tTonS. f*decb Cui backup >S deciVxxiole ) -"to. fo-We ovecm
ih fUz. e.ucwnir of ynojor <compUxccHbn<.: ou> WvVk properUj Screened
CcxnclidclLles the methods used to be.\p health”™ rrjobkers

birth a> borne Ctnc Unlikely ft) tovolve- prach"oYtcj noedicke .

t\jeither c-(ces the k»nd crf prenatal can; necessary to Mowatajta

H e bea.irkof mofker and baku recpuYe medical trcuYiiY\a or

Supervision. Hopefully )OX\ Concerned Can work Loitk an
aJd"Kxde of maka.i respect and rccognke (who is best
0Jole TO handle-  Lobcdb .

in Alaska 0j- present, non-medico) ait-rn.dan.trs cue nof

recognised bY ike. State., nor do thesj* have, ex. System

(fScenoYig and {Scmcd educcd-ibn Loibh sbancWds known to
the- public- — S® tkcut Consumers might be in a, better poSifbn
tu \ukcje thc*v capabilities |  we, cuere to rnaukte thejr

prexekoes Voe. must be cauefd to mcuttvajyi t\WwjV Mdependedu -

AOtn tke medical pco”SSlbn, to CNxunantes., H\cd po~ts 7 Vf'SO
CLnd weltocis not in VW. rcperfovYe. o-f. medrcad c(ocKrrs or
ConwWwa” A mcdiCcd phitasoptn™ U)iN StiH be available.

*The v<2nj -fadthat the rnedi“coj Cov~munrV”® bag Nedt Su”rTcTent

Concern to Wuticuk legislationJ indmcxtes that f W ihterest |»

lhesc. alemaJhVec IS CansTd”*ralJoU. 12)ut the. pulbtec. oeeds
\n™ motion on this rnatter ; not restrictWe. (“cpslodHw W 6-
donk need CompeKtVe attitudes over childbirth Services.
U)e need CommunicolLtibn, mutual mcog nitron and respect
I'Je need coopcsrxtTovi.

\)he.n a mother rs iV) haymong oo«tb her birth attendant , Sh¢

tori! not 10~te preeCb”™s enems. in conflict. "Tlhrrefi> Lo<t- 4
tdkvviaJtelg kace it exp to her to Consider all the leviable?
UnMV thc evidence and ct-ccrde uOho uill\ belp ber do ber /'

~J lcXnchiY'.n ter cliyd into tke LO%rid.bCS TS IN kf*ep*v”
toitk A rrvin'ecvr Vctlu.CS.
?(wsc. Inelp ws SUH! u» all tlv pecd.o™ « ., chew-

$""nce>-elj , 3e.-ul T. Ujai dilaoi.
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INFORMATION

0000

TO: SENATOR KERTTULA
c ur r p rfIMMNTTTFE:

Su /h ¥Or "p ARR
SENATOR KELLY

PRESENT AT HOHEHIRTHS. THANK YOU.

SENATOR STIMSON.

SENATOR COLLET rA,

T K IN

SENATOR FISCHER.

FAVOR OF MIDWIVES BEING




March 30, 1981

1103 C St.
Anchorage, AK 99501

Mr. Parr o _ _
Senate Health, Educatioi. and Social Services

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Parr:

| don't like your senate bill No. 237 at all. As an expectant mother, |

feel it is _my right to decide where | will have my baby and who should be
with me. B?lng determined 7z low-risk, healthy [S)erﬁon, | feei giving birth
1S not an I1liness and should not be treated as such.

1 do not apPreci_ate having another of my rights, being an American Citizen,
taken away from ine and diCtated by goveinmént.

Cordial 1y,

Vv o / /<<c.u I1*’<-
Patricia Macheras
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gENATE BIEL NO. 378 b the A%ealth Education and Social
ervices Coisnlttce, tltle

"A. t lati to th f
W nﬁlr\laecrewa mnqd %rovfdi%acpocre gn

H.is read Che first dire and referred to the Conxaerce
ommittee.

gENATE BI%L NO, 580 b theJ—leaIth Education anu Social

ervices Conxalttcc. tle
ct relating to ro{essmna 11*
el ay° e AAUETon T i
?or an ef?ectlve date

was read the first tine and referred to the Cocoerce
Committee.

REPORTS OF STANDING COHNITTEES

%Ogﬁ X \E’}?ﬁ%Earg Coem t {JSU dhad CgMgAtltTehEecd ?gBSTéWﬂTZE
uencdor ecogas@eratlonaa%n g nca orit ?1 %?roman
Eh?f aps Martin arnes, gucHho| 9 and %\ndegeon

?SSB f87 Jud%am was referred to the Rules Committee
or placement on the calendar.

he Jidi Iar mmlttee h%t had HOUSE BILL NO. 792
oan | eraton dl a r|t 'f t%e 0 eeaF%} mrlewn §
tI llf)e reg ace tH] JCWI)iTO(EE JU%SLi' tr E

"An Act relating . to adoption_ aetl
tance andeprovpdmg faor pan affectl

that It d aches a fiscal note. € ing:
Pa?r gCha?r ang ghltﬁ 55 Slaarlt% rE]B rgea Orét%“i%%t
and Anderson.

Hr?ar?g goema]dged a further referral on MB 792 to the

1317

<16
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Amendment No. 1 by the Commerce Committee:
Page 3. lines 24 and 25

Delete. sub B) and r Ict er
remarnrng raBr/ph? accor |ng

Nunson (Vice Chairm Bcttlswor nd Ostcrback recom-
mend rdo(pass Ran o[]gh recommend 51 not pass.

SB 578 wa1s relorred to the Rules Conxslttcc for place-
ment on the calendar.

Thu commerce Commrttee has had SENATE BIhLL NO. 580
trn to profe?sron |censr and to the re%ul tron of

ac ice 0 me |crne c ve dat eg er cog
rnh

st e M i oy

et i saemntﬁn I

Ehairmans ﬁ/laone stc h ctIs o g an
Haalgor Not “Concurring: Rano econaends do not

B 58() was given an additional rcfcnal to the Finance
it

The Reso urce? Committee has h (% EhRESOLUTIPN NO. 2.7f
seques ga he “governor . to |e e coarss ne %
i angmetoame.nhseraol\h under AS 16.10.

ot il regron within whig her Southeast
Re%ronal qua ulture Asgocr tion peg r?/ emovin
iron it the p r lynn Canal . are sideratio
and.a. majorit he commrt&ehe or§/ ck wit
}n |rvrd al rc oarun aftons |c e“rman
yller and crbuck — recommen g ason’
Olattcrton ro d Carney have no recommend tion.

t
HR 22 was re erred to the Rules Committee for place-
¢*nt on the caland

so ree snlttoo has had HOUSE CONCURRENT RESO-
I 2 ues in overn r to take . ste
0 reve tlgat n |crpat
el vssrr LT

ttep relcjomm f 5 nass, onc a 5 erba
-chairman), ason Chattcrton, nd Zharo

HCk 7" was referred to the Rules Coemlttee lor place
ment on tho calendar*

\l<->

1439

—~C
N
)
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SB  and reﬁorts [t back with |nd|V|guaI reconxrmdattgns
3 Freema EVc Chairman), . Moss an Rogers recommen
am pass, McKinnon rcomlp nds do not unJess amended.
mith, Cuy and Schaeffer have no recommen ation.

%B 223ara was rfferred to the Rules Committee for place*
ent on the calendar

i }\

-rectl ve amc mcnta in the
ag tgt%s“ﬁs recl%nra]mea ) d*[% IrevLior of staty-

N0 e dlse o
N>ITE Eo BSTITUTE FOR SENATE BILL
ow

Y e (Ot

’\?A% aréllLLCOw” %?7 C- had COMMITTE SUBSTITUTE

a
CSSB 277 w Ff err d to the Rules Cocnlttve for place-
ment on the calendar

Ing, the me
(%g UﬂOI’

ﬁn Act ena tlng and enterlng int
the. Compact or atloH g
natm? 0 memh ers 0 0 ducatl n
ommission; Edo pting Inter.st.ate
orrection Co

pact; nd rovidin
or an ef?ectlve date.% P J
and reports it backwnhogt recotasendatlon Concurrin
ﬁ?] {ges MIBES an ? a]t erfon.  Hot goncurrma
oidt (Chairman) " and Ifurlbert recosasend do pas
SB 322 wa]s re‘errdpd to the Rules Committee for place-
ment on the cale

20
o=
> =
]

—
P
mm_l'l'l

[
0o
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ution and reln
Cg oratlons

A\?’éﬂerﬁﬁ Nh‘?mﬂezr:ce i

*rC It do ass and atgaches E]wo nevv fiscal notes. Con-
-rrn reeman Vice Duncar,  toss,
% F“)é;ers and Cuy. Not concurrrng Haligen and’
ntgomery ve no recoRzsendatlon.

1 112am(o.d.a % f referred to the Rules Committee for
l[acument™on the calendar.

,I‘rae E%scal notes appear In House Journal Supplement

}he Rcsocrces Com [ttee has heﬁd SENATE BILL NO. SRJG S

ucting the aut orrt of rc)artment of atural
Resources to regu t certarn ities g state
recreation, areas ective eratro

er co
'Uél*a maéorr ,of the c&nmrtte%g 8q§gln%ann§ Carney

Csterhack (%o c argman) Fuller attert

N& )6 was referred to tho Rules Committer for place-
*ent on the calendar.

eResources oaaltt hs h %ENATE BJLL, NO. )N
relatrln the “authorit 0 coa asLoner
atura eaourcee to [h ua the Hse 0 Chen
Iver ecreatron rea ces which are propelle
ymachrner |ve F e under consr er |on and
a madorrt t a eg re oaaen S ass.
8 |rrrn er i irman arney, Oste back
0-chalr [er and atterton.

SR ?)I was re‘ erred to the Rulee Coaalttee for place*
nent’on the cale da

alttee has had SENATE I
nsing e re

*>p fgnance LL 80
fa tion

Ine, e(i]rve con

rit mm

PI‘O ESSIO a
act IC

il
-rteeah)aaa Va
2 *%Shgvgnno rec

ma 0
c o he
{l i coaal tee rc rsr ra
he "~ Co T SUB
N&TE ErLf %0 (4 ‘-&|eE) hal
8 ta g* a new fl teaI note. opl n
tg X can, ‘ome C nno
o 0e

a
3% 0t concurrlng Haugen end
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SB  SB 380 was referred to rhe Rules Committee for place-
380 acnt on the calendar.

H(r)e gbscal not* appears In House Journal Supplement

INTRODUCTION OF CITATIONS

The following citations ware receivedi

-5
El F%pnngesent%trve Buchhoidt
Hodro(rtr]nq Valdex High School band
Ey Relﬂresentatrve Branson and Senator

ongring - Ona.B

Ey F? rgesentatlve rgnson and Senator
ongring = Avruo H. .Cross

Ely F?epr sentative Kites

onoring = Rohert Kirlam Harrison
Ely Fgepr sentatbrve HQIas

The above citations were referred to the Rules Coaalttee
for placeaent on the calendar.

fNCROSSKINT AND tKRCMHHANT
ollowing were engross nal by the Speaker and
tE)nI Clevrlll< %n trans |tte8 to t?re Sen%ta SForpconsfdera
o [1CS CSSB 80
1sss HCS SB 3StaaH
3\
Rhelpsonlserdlefa o the 1‘oIIoE\1/vS|r(re wagsggt takegduF e
#geakergand h f SYerk an tran% qtte %He Se¥rate
r consideration!
ICtSB HCS SB 369
3t9 (gta CooKleslon for Hunan Rights)
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g EAAN O™ 51 (e S o
%80 anw I-grnance Comr‘ﬁrttee [r)%ort pae

An erso mo d and ask animpus consent that

? Sd Vertle§ he rfo teu n Pueu of the orrgr—
E\gs d d There being no 0 Jectron It was so or-
5380

Amendment No. 1 by McKinnon:
Page 8, line 6
Add text of UOUSb B7LL NO. 877

rcicntativo McKinnon moved asked unanimous con-
se r?t that Amendment No. 1 be aé‘opt d$

Representative Barnes objected.

qu ' stron be ﬂ ‘Shull m dment No. 1 be adoptedT"
er was ta wrt tha wrng resul

HCSSB 580 AMI

Yoas: 17 Anderson Bclrne, Brown, hhoidt,
carney, 1>mc11n Gardr ef, ur or

t
g‘ l}rr; OnParr OR%nWIIplherSc%Stcfrfe?,c ’

Nay*. iy Barnes Bcttlsvyorth Branson,

?ftoteétoHau en asmrtﬁruvmancanuller
M%n} omery qnss Munson, 0" ConneII
Smit

|ps

Not ,

Votlnr.i ottcn, Cuy. Itaycs, Meeklna, Miles,
0gers

And so, Amendment No. 1 wae not adopted.



wno 3. 1980 HOUSE JOURNAL

Mr. Anderson moved and asked un&anlmous co(Psent thad¢
HCS%B 580 (Pe con idered engrossed, advanced to thir
reading an place on final passag

Representative Malone objected.
Mr. Anderson withdrew his motion.

rPreshentathve McKinnon mo gd and asked upani ?os con-
é House rescm its action in falling to
adopt Amendment No. 1.

Representative Smith objected.

I|c etlon heing: "Shall the H OUse TS ind its actjon
f | fo ad tAme mentNo ? 1eh roll was taken
W|th he oIovv| resu

HCSSB 580 RESCIND AMI

Yeas: 21 derson Belrnc Brown uc hoidt,
7 }'l ﬂ)or uncan non ?\/Icarlone
(5 cr% Parker,
rr Pan , Rogers Schaeffer
Nays: 17 B rccs Bettlsworth, Branson,
y @wa -fon, SQ’waoson éreem FMl\er
uy, H.iu on, tl% eto 1les
Monthouct Moss Connell
Phil 1ps,

Not .
Voting; 2 Hayes, Meekins
,ngeénsr,e,sents.lvc Buchhoidt cnangod her vole from "nay" to

And so, the motion passed.
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RerPre entative McKin on mqved and ehsked unanimous con-
t thot Amendment 1 be adopte

Representative Barnes objected.

The tlon bejn ‘Sha|l dm nt Ho. 1 be adopted?"
Tn (ﬂ was ta e?w Wlt the owfng result: P

HCSSB 580 AMI ADPT

veas: = /B\P ersogHC%F it ECH\ octen
ungan l_Li Carding
aal q M‘cr Kmnog %Ione,
PamgrI Parr er oFrhson stcr '
Scﬁaeffer Zha ?

Nays: 13 E?anseosn Blg?é]esn%gn Cﬂ,altjtgerton .
p'|ﬁ|p§"°”§ onhery 05S 0C0nne|l

\|7|tt|ng 2 Hayes, Mecklns

And so, Amendment Ha. | was adopted.

Mésgé‘”g q"é”%%dn5|$ere35$ed rousr;aerr}i,m%lﬁ: hon o el
tpace on fina Bassage. ere  being no

]ect on, it was so ordered.

HCSSB 560atnH was read the third time.

The question ﬂ QN&S ta ‘Shall _ HCSSB fSBOamH ass ihe

House?" The ro un with the following result:
HCSSB5BOAMII
: 33 And B . B -
veas e erlesy Bl M iy

H ne3/ Cpatterton tton, D [wcan,
T i
ngnotng,m’ Metcl\%ﬁsés’ H'\hjlrhes?)n Hil}/llern’nell,
Mste acW’Parke’r,W%rr,’fP i?ips,
Rogers, Schaeffer, Zharof
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t."ays: 5 grr]a{rhson Cuy, Martin, Randolph,

t
y%trng: 2 Hayes, t'cckins
And so, HCSSB SSOamli passed the House.

An erson moved and asked enanr Qus eonset that

thg e passage of HCSSB S80aa.l he con-
ere tero ealont fecv ata clauses.
ere »Ing no objection, It was S0 0 rd red.

I-rInCeSnStB 580.inM was referred to the Chief Clerk for engross-

COMMT SU8S 1TUTE FOR SENATE BIt.L. NO. 509 Rule?]
amene establs qu eIecommétnrcatrons VIS o
tne De ariment 0 ommerce an conomrc Deve oan nt;
trans mg t ecommunrcatrons trons

IVIBI nd ¢ ang the name o dep artment t

rtment . 0 08 erce conomrc eveow
eco munjcations: effect wae re g%
tine wr e 0—Vvrcu orgal(ttee regort gftq
the Jo tho ﬁorrect ch ttee rePort
g f te ouBna , te Frnance Consslttee
tep rt 1931 of the Jour
Hr. A ’arso oved and
Flg SE 0
.. Hance £s |¥ mﬂg

telecommunications division* In the Dépariment of Ad-
ministration: amendin tho.statutes re atrpq to tele-
cmeu Ications: ransfer .m.gs. certare teleloagunca-
tlons tunctions to those divi |?nB:, effoctlve (ate) be
,tll In lieu of the orrgrn i1l." There being no
objeeLlon, It waa ao ordere
Mr. Anderson moved and . nake unanimou co tent that
HéSSE 0 %In) b eonsr ere e rosse vaneed
third rea mg and ace passage There
being no obj&ction, t was ao or ered

1969
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Juno 3.

© tho FCC
"8 result-

s harker:

t
ian, IUugcen,
bntgoocr)-.

dopting:

h.
E_Wseiyo'n,
Xinnon,
rnson,

.
Smfllth,

|930
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Hatys: 3 Barnes, Metcalfe, Phillips

No
Votlnr, 1 Hayes
/nd so, the effective date clauses were adopted.

The Chief Clerk was Instructed to so notify the Sena c.

Hr. McKinnan gave notice of reconsideration of his vote
on HCS SB 580amH.

Hr. McKinnon move? aHd asked unanimous consent chat the
t\écgtntt#esra%lmo the vote on HCS SB 580amH be taken
U IS time.

Nr. Freeman objected.

The question being: "Shall the reconsideration of the
voﬁqon HCS SE 58%anH B(% takon up at teIS tlme?Q‘ me
roll was taken wlt'i the following result:

HCSSB 5BUAHH REC

Yeas i 28

A B
Bq%%ﬁc?{h't Gy Pﬁ%‘h, Atrcan,
EI ason, . Fr emew, ru er, Gardiner,
0y. 1|Ifor(i, Urlpert, "McKinnon,
Malone, HeeklIns, Hiller, Hose
unson. Osterback, arl%?r. Parr
gﬁndo ?h Rogers,  Schaeffer, Smith,
arot

ttayei 10 Barnes, Belrne, Bet lsworth,
hatterton. en, Martin, Metcalfe,
%/lontgomery, 5'68 nnellYl, F"Ihllllvrl)s

Hot .

Voting: 2 Hayes, Miles

Rye&re,sentative Munson changed her vote from "nay" to
Rﬂ)are,sentative Moss changed hie vote from "nay" to

Replgeggn"tative Ellason changed his vote from "nay"
yea.

i

amii

" #l
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And so, the motion passed.
THIRD READIHC OF SENATE BILLS

CS SB SSOnmH was a to atically before the House In
tHhrg rea(ﬂng and rea th?rdytlme

Mr.. McKinnon mgved and ad,aked unanl?o gonsent that
HCS SB  580amH ? return t[o second reading for the
purpose of specific amendmen

Repr esentaTtlj]ver Babrnes obdec}e(rjt eamd M”eth?rer\{v hEIES OEB
J5%)mlp'was reetﬁrneﬁ to second rea O Jectio

Amendment tlo. 2 by Mi Innon;
Delete sections 2, 10, and It

Mr, McKinnon moved and n(ftkéd unanlmou- consent that
Amengment 0, 2 bo adopte here bclrg no objection,
Amendment No. Z was adopted

g\r Anderson moved. 51sked unanlmous consent that HC
B ere

880 H e con3| rossed, a vefnced E thir
B |n placed maf passage. here Dbeing no
oct on, It Wae so ordere

HCS SB 580smll was read tho third time.

Th rt N bo, recopalderedi "Shalt HCS SB 680amit
Pea:s J[he ouse% %he ropl was tallken WIJth t% f%llow?nlg

June

1CSSI

o

next
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»SSB 580AMH

T R R T
E‘d o imcﬁincr 5850” gr@ma”
Mul Mhlnnon K/fanMe cekl
i neII Ostcrba
Bh(iIPS Rogers, %cha>ﬂ m?
Lhar

Nays: 3 ﬁg Igovrvnoerrtyr,] RHaggeph Martin,

Not .
Voting 2 nayes. Miles

APd ﬁo, DCS SB 580amH passed the llouuo on reconsideration
of the vote.

r. Anderso move and asked unanim consent. tha
?He roﬂ q| qwu ass rh W he considere
£ ro %a ectlvg ate clause.  There
being no objec t|on It was so ordere

HCS SB 38 ill was referred to the Chief Clerk for en-
grossment .

Represt At b Eﬁgiﬂe (hot Lol 01 Sne Jou PRI e
next eg slative

epresentative Mille ved that he reconsideration of
ﬁnpvole on %SIIYE E!B%% be ta en up at thlas t?me.
Representative Belrne objected.

T R e, STl geesgerafin,o” e et
was taken' with o lowing result
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HB 1034AMS
Andﬁrson Farges Belrne,
Betth wortit, Branson, Brown.
8uc 0|d6, Carne¥_ Chatterton,
otﬁcn, uncan IInaon reeman
tlu r C%dn
urLcrt CKI[\ Ione artln
cuklns,’ Me a N{\/I
ont omekry 0sa, Munson’ nneII,
ste aﬁ Parker, ﬁrr P Irﬁ
an oTp Rogers, 'Schaeffer, Smith,
aro
Zharoff
Haya:

Hot
Udting; 2 Halford. Hayes

mdla auaHOac?oeptClOnngcul[Ef %aléwaorshe Senate amendment to

t An Ieracon”mg\éedth%md aaked uTnHBO%34 teBt gglr?;
gﬁ 50 the oll I the fective date clauae
0(0"being no objectlon It vaa ao ordered.

nI-WIEm1034almS vaa referred *o the Chief Clerk for enroll-

33ie Chief Clark waa Inatructed to ao notify the Senate.

§§S s Fenate messa%e dat(?dtoJut 6 Neqltion o7 18 eré’I
amﬂ 2aame mf‘é% wla I( Foreectﬂgenoﬂgée% and ¢ HCS s 0aaH

epresentative M 4innon moved that Bha #ouse rece
(f) Bt3380 oor imendmanta to SB 580, thua adop



Juno 5,

ne,

Brown.

ttcrton
Freeman.
augen,

I?ne artin

&(iénnell

--f er, Smlth.

Amendment to

lor enroll-

the Senate.

| 580 (rpro-
* bt

June 5, 1980

”m questméw being:
00r. Amendmen

ol S [

in
result:

HCSSB 580 RECEDE 1
Yeas: 35

Hays:
Mot

Voting:

SB'5

the rol

Hhere'

Thg Chlof CI r was

respe&t y request t
ment,” namely HCSSB

Heme amen

The 2d FREE CONFERE
o Sl
er)eﬁtteﬂg ’ peons
tat| Bestfid sstonj
ouse

call
eing no objection, It was so ordere

HOUSE JOURNAL

Shall the House . recede fro
0?6 ournaF

an
rolq wastht%k%%urwn?tlr?theh%ol%ow?ng

on, Barpes, Belrne,
[sworth, Brunson, Brown,
0

tcn,I un%grqn%%ehatttFulqér

ner,
‘?crt, Mc nw M?Ione gﬁtartln
ckins Me alfe, ‘Miles,
ntgo 0ss, ' Ostcrbac rk er,
rr |I1|dp? Rogers chaeffe

t
Munson, 0'Connell, Randolph

Ellason, Hayes

And §8 t#gs Haoéjgpemrnegcegl%g frgm [ts floor amendments to

on t

B i T 2

gctive ddato clause.

Instrucﬁed to notify the Sen%te
%%0 they ~concur

NCE COM TIEE rep ort on Cu? %0 Oa?
53%@ %os> con?cn % tﬁe
ot e o
e*ectlve date) was abot re tho
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ENATE ?ONCL%RRENT RESOLUTION NO. 66 by the Community and
egional Affairs Committee,

géﬂen%t.'” o R WLl

overnment),
as .rea first time and referred to the Community and
eglonaq Halrs Eommlttee y

Fiscal note accom an;gln SENATE CONCURRENT (Fj{ESOLUTION N?.
66 appears in Senate gplement No. 29 to today's Journal.

INTRODUCTION AND REFERENCE OF SENATE BILLS

ENATE BI%L NO. 578 by.the Health, Education and Social
ervices Committee, entitled:

AnCAcltrOreIaacttllng to theoeréilctlce
?or an ePfr tlvé gatepr
sread the |rst me and _referred to the Health,

ucatlon and Socral ervmes Com Ittee and the Finance
Committee.

SENATE BILL NO. 579 by the Commerce Commltlco, entitled:
AL aiang e it
?or dlg ?ed 86'[6(&[15’ J

iead th SI: time 8nd referred to the Resources
snlttee and inance Committee.

gENATE BI%L NQ, 580 by, t]heeOI Health, Education and Social

ervices Committee, entit
"An Act relating to professional
Ilcensmgr é g Fhepr uﬁatlon
ch |c? med@i1 ine;
an pro ing an effective

“as read the first time and referred to the Health,
Education and Social Services Committee.

867

s
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TV report ws 5| ne b %enator Hackney, halrma and
20ncil rcg uy a( 0rs I ta, Ferguson ang Fahronkanp.
‘on..tor Sturgulews ed".

Sig ne éo hass gﬁs amen
m/éLE BILL NO. 506 wa3 referred to the Finance Com-

:he Resources Commltte con3|dered SENATE BILL NO. 547
re erva mH %r cn cts and open sp ce aoncg public
ads an | a j a maj Orlv\}Ias ! ommlttee

recommen (? re ort P en%tor
E rman nd w % S aora
utca "ana_Fahrcnkamp. enators cIand and Sumner signe

"no recommendation”.

SENATE BILL NO. 547 was tcferred to the Rules Committee.

e Nor.lth. catjon . and ia Servmes Committee
con.ﬁ crod SE E?é’ ALOL OE1 578 e atin epractlce
mchiropract 3 an maIJorlt o te c tcc recom-
menEs it" do. pass. e report was i ¥ Senator
Ha& nez, Chair an and concurrﬁi In by Se ators ahrcnkaa’ng
?Ponst rgulews senator Coll»tta signed "no recommends
Se ator Sockgtt Chairman of the Fl>»incc Co mlttge waived

ENATE BILL HO. 58 It was reterred to the

urr
uIes %oemlttee,

jce 5| and to the re uIatlon the practice [ned;
Ine ma {)I’\INX t e commlg%?ﬁ rec mmen s ot 0
««

? §ena tors Ib-ghrcn

and concurr(i }/ Mrgulews
Senator Collotta signed "no recommen t|

it e;r'éa S B °°eg;.aﬁ.%spfv'ces e

al.NATE BILL HO. 580 was referred to the Rules Comalttee.

991
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§§1 SENATE BILL NO. 541 appears on today's calendar.

B~ o
Lo ©o

ooo —J0o
o oo

T
?alrm the State Affairs Coms
st

The Rules Committee con |dereﬂ the foIIowmgi hills and
recommends they bo plAced on t 2

e Monday, May

SENATE BALL NO.. 395 (flood control
projecc )

amages 1
SENATE BILL O 439 (workmen's compen-
satiAon QN sch o(iN atudcents enPoIIed
In vork- stu Yy~ courses

SENATE BILL NO. 547 ervation of .
f0ads ar?é nhwa%1 § alon ng public

SENATE BILlf HO, 578 (regtlng to the

calendfar

practice of chiropractic

§?§/f\eT§ |Ro|r|1'|§INP ??nggln%e é t ractice

L Rl e
ay's Journa

89?%'??% o -HoUSE 81 [ R W6 sfing

area markers)

The reports were sign Sepator Col letta.
%’A@ relﬁcurred [n byg genat rs P?Illon [Tohman, P?cg er

Sumner.

The above bills will appear on the May 12 calendar’

he foIIowmg Ietters were received [rom Senator Mulcah

ttee cgncermn raﬁ
tr}]astt n of Governor's appointees to hoards and conmly
u

May 9, 1980

DOJI Mr I"rosldsnti

Pursuant to your nstructlo ns, and In accordancs vith
et ?Fo‘@f.ln e 10 I0e o] b io opinied by A
Governor to %he A?aska PUb|IC va/flces Cc%?ssfon

ALASKA PUBLIC OPTICES C0J911SS10N
Mr George Whita, Kotachuc, tens expiring 02/01/85
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The question beInt "S aII SENATE BILL NO. 878 (practi
P %lrop{ (i gp aaa E Senatel" e roﬁ V\nga ta en
WI'[ the olowmg result
SB 878 )RD
Yetsi 18 BeHnstt, Bradley. CoIIetti(,
Pa ren|<aap Feréuson. I-ﬁac nﬁy, Kelly
EeéttuaS Helena, H Icsy ay,
&R h tt, Stinso
ey *we , Susner. Minon.
Nays: 0
Eacusedi | Dankworth

Absents 1 llohnan

«il so. SENATE BILL NO. 878 passed the Senate.

na or Iette stove-1 and eade unantMoue fo sentthat

r(J on the Rassage 0 eLove hil f con*

\7\} F]r ro [ on” the ective date clause.
ithout gction. It was ao ordere

SENATE BILL NO. 878 waa referred to the Secretary for
engrossment.

SINATE BILL NO. rofesgional Ilcens g and la-
tlon of practice oP n(edecIne3 was reed t secon(} %ne.

5e“aﬁ°ge§°é'e“§ﬁso“éﬁ¥§% and %%NQA‘*TE”@“'”‘% K
§| ?[ engrossed \Rlvanced to thir readlng end 8
nel pdssage.  Without objection. waa ao or

t
c
a
al
SfNATC BILL NO. 8B0 waa read the third tine.

oueasltiolri]c %em%l N Sha”latt%ﬂm% Bry'lf (!\‘eoof%eO U pre-
EEe Sena tesr Waha to F was ta VEWQII h the ?oﬂownln(g
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SB 880 3RD ,
veal 8 IB-gHPee% 'esgraEIeeg’lt . Tﬁacekney, KeIIy
Keégtulzé,a Mg{%n 6 Na ilcahy, Ray, It
g%urp’ulev%, Suae rJrIIIIon
Liegler
tlyai 0
Eacutedi  t Dankworth
Abeentt | Mohrnan

and ao, SELIATK RILL 110. 380 patted the Senate.

Senator Co Ilﬁtte aoved tnd etke nenloout content that
th[? roJI call on pa eage of the above gl I b? con-
S| %re the roll ca on - the eéectlve ate cleute
Without objection, Tt wet to ordere

SDIATT. BILL 40. 380 wee referred to the Secretary for
engrotaaent.

STOATt BILLS IN SECOND BKAdIHC

StHATt BIhL NO. 22 encoged Snehln a_apeclel eeprozrle—
tlon tBteDe ftaeot of Health and Social S de Ice ?
I?uaeeu er-hoee e? th aide service.) which had been held
ro* May » waa before the Senate at”thlt tine.

|Ilhe ;jnance Coaalttee offered the following anendnent
0. )i

rage 1, ‘tine 10i sert F????%T

nator Rey iatvel and atked nout. content for the
gpto 0 anendnentq-lo l§ V\}Ltﬁo 1e on, anendnent
3 wet adopted
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LERARE" o[ LHB° od"Sichehe SORIORTn g Emintirentis P2seed
i %OM%'JTE%e%HBé“B%EE e
icensing ?n é? the regu ion
practice o cIno)

and returning for consideration.

enator Coée ged that _ the Senabte copeur In tho
ouse amendments requested the Dbody to vote no.

M WESSBLAES, S S

was ca with the foIIowmg result:
Teas: 0
Hays: 16 ;aeh entlg CO” ttausI mFiE(ge Hohean,
X. eand E ?
t| ulewski: Sumner.

Zlegler %HP

Absent: 4 Bradley. Kerttule. Ray. Sackett

and so, the Senate felted to concur In the llouee aaendaenta.

he Secretary was uested to notify the House of h
genatecs act on enJ qa?( the q—l«n« ?Io recela roe t
amendments.

£95?1t WATigci or m CAUItIUR

WCCWD REAPEHC Of IBIATf. HU 4

tLUAtt BILL 90 317 rofesal<nal geologists as read
tlﬁa saronLI Us (v J gists) w
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American Academy of Physician Assistants
2341 Jefferson Davig Hig Wazy; Suite 700
Arlington, Virginia 22202

703-920-5730

National Commission on i’
Certification of Physician Assistants
3384 Peachtree Road, N.F
Atlanta, Georgia 30326 mE~>V

404-26111201



Physician assistants, under civil and
criminal statutes affecting all other health
care providers, have a responsibility to do
their bhest for the consumer. Numerous
studies indicate that PAs urn provide a
range of medical services at a level com -
parable in quality to that of a physician
performing the same services.

W ith more than 12,000 MD/PA team
practices in this country, the data strongly
suggests that increased patient rapport,
greater patient education, more compre-
hensive care and improved compliance
actually reduce a physician's risk of m al-
practice. The legal counsel to the American
Medical Association when considering the
issue of liability stated that "Physician as-
sistants probably hold the potential for
being one of the best malpractice preven-
tion tools available atthe present time."

In short, the current evidence suggests
that the use of a PA presents no greater
potential malpractice threat to the physi-
cian or institution than any other health
professional, given that the employing phy-
sician understands the PA's role and dele-
gates appropriately.

v ;The physician assistant isa mem be”I[*M
health care t am who, working dependency
under the supervision of a licensed ph”™idan,;
provides a broad range of health services:

The physicians' utilization of phwdani
assistants creates a unique health care~feam .|
dedicated equally to:

« Increasing accessibility to high'quality
healthcare;

« Providing comprehensive health care ser-
vices;

+ Maintaining an atmosphere of caring and
trust among the patient, the family/Japfl

the health care team: and, > !
[} []

« Improving tLe continuity o[ patient,cate
within the health care system.

%o - % - eV,

- | -C.



The utility"* T ,
based

on the ,premise that non-physicians

trained in the behavioral and'biomedical,

the
physi

Promotes better distribution of health
care services of a primary care nature

Improves accessibility to care in rural
areas and underserved communities

Increases the efficiency within
ambulatory care practices

Reduces patient waiting time

Allows the physician more time for
difficult cases

Allows for less hurried exams; more
time to answer patient questions

Reducesthe frequency and duration of
hospitalizations by stressing preventive
health care

Encourages better patient rapport and
compliance through increased patient
counseling and education

Prevents increased cost of health care
to individual patients through in-
creased practice productivity

Education

Physician assistanteducation isdirect-
ed at providing primary health care ser-
vices under the responsible supervision of
a licensed physician.

Programs attended by physician assis-
tants are accredited by the Com m ittee on
Allied Health Education and Accreditation
of the American Medical Association, and
most belong to the Association of Physician
Assistant Programs.

Over 50 programs are offered at medi-
cal schools and universities affiliated w ith
teaching hospitals which educate physi-
cian assistants in biomedical, behavioral,
and clinical skills. These skills are main-
tained by continuing medical education.
Approximately 1,500 physician assistants
graduate each year,

Programs consist of a basic medical
sciences section which includes such top-
ics as anatomy and physiology, pharm a-
cology, physical diagnosis, biochemistry,
and medical sciences. The clinical section
consists of experiences in areas such as
internal medicine, surgery, pediatrics, ob
stetrics and gynecology, psychiatry and
fam ily practice.

Candidates for admission into physi-
cian assistant programs usually have at
least two years of college, and more typi-
cally, baccalaureate degrees in pre-medi-
cal sciences as well as one or more years
of direct patient care experience.



Physic
a variety < Jer the directic
supervisor ysician’. The
ting.s in.cli
.« Pri , |,nf|ude,so|o private
ract|ce, mu|t|s(§)e0|a Rn,vat%
ﬁ%félsce’ and comprenensive health

e Hospitals
* Approved satellite clinics
* Federal and state prison systems *

e Uniformed and non-uniformed
SErvices

* Nursing homes

* Health maintenance organizations
* Industrial clinics

e Student health services

« Urban community centers

e Physician Asw%ant Programs

IEG
Utilization of PAs by Specialties

Family Practice

Intcrn.il
Medicine

Pediatrics

Emergency

Medicine Primary Care (or

S . Subspccultirs
9 o bstetrict &

Gynecology

Credentialing

Physician assistants are certified by the
National Commission op Certification of
Physician Assistants after passing an examina-
tion administered by the National Board of
Medical Examiners.

This comprehensive examination is
designed to assess the candidate's ability to
apply theoretical knowledge related to health
care functions, and evaluate the candidate's
actual skill in performing a physical assess-
ment.

Physician assistants maintain this cer-
tification by earning 100 hours of continuing
medical education every two years.

The members of the National Comm is-
sion on Certification of Physician Assistants
represent the following organizations:

American Academy of Physician
Assistants

American Medical Association
American Academy of Family Physicians
American Academy of Pediatrics
American College of Physicians
American College of Surgeons
American Hospital Association
American Nurses' Association

American Society of Internal Medicine
Association of American Medical
Colleges

Association of Physician Assistant
Programs

United States Department of Defense
Federation of State Medical Boards of the
United States . .
National Board of Medical Examiners



by Dave Carpenter
Times Juneau Bureau

Juneau — Advocates of home
childbirth turned out in force Mon-
day at a statewide teleconference
hearing, arguing passionately that
legislation to regulate home-birth as-
sistance would violate their human
rights.

The bill, being considered by the
Senate Health, Education and Social
Services Committee, contains con-
troversial provisions which would re-
quire anyone assisting in childbirth
to be licensed by the state Medical
Board.

The board, backed by the Ham-
mond administration, contends the
regulating would ensure proper med-
ical care for mothers and their ba-
bies. But all 31 people, most of them
women, who gave testimony to the
Senate panel Monday maintained the
hill would put the home-birth prac-
tice on the brink of extinction in
Alaska.

Medical board chairman Dr. Jef-
frey Pannow of Fairbanks hinted
later that the board, in view of the
stiff resistance, would willingly ac-
cept deletion of the controversial
portions of the bill, which would
change some of the definitions and
regulations of medical licensing.

After listening to the nearly two-
hour-long barrage against the legl «
latlon from a half dozen sites around
the state, Partnow quipped to the

committee: “ I feel like n piece of
Swisscheese."
Committee Chairman Charlie

Parr, D-Fairbanks, predicted after-
ward that the panel will knock out
the disputed provisions at a sched-
uled Wednesday "markup" session
on the bill, SB237.

Parr said the Legislature can ap-
prove the rest of the proposed
changes while determining if a stat-
ute should be written regarding re-
quire.nents forlay midwlvcs

"We could have midwives regu-
late themselves, as was advocated

Stevens “contr

TVs** WtaMnftoa tan tu

Washington — More than 45 per-
centof the contributions received by
Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens In his ut
campaign came from political action
commiuces, according to a new
study by Common Cause

I'tie study by the public interest
lobbying organnation reveals that
Stevens
tributions daring his 197k cam paign,
of which $107,149 came from PACa.
Ofthat total,
ness PACs, while MJWO came from
laburgruupa.

ibutors

received S3DS.8M In con-

came from busi-

today, butwe need to have minimum
standards if we're going do do that,"

Introduction of the bill last moith
by the Senate Rules Committee at
the requestof Hammond— on behalf
of the medical board — brought a
storm of protests from home-birth
advocates and health groups who
said it would virtually outlaw home'
births in the state since almost no
physician does them here.

An especially vociferous group
turned out at the Anchorage legisla-
tive office Monday, venting their
criticism of (he bill and cheering and
applauding the remarks highly fa-
vorable to theircause.

One Anchorage woman who's
sevon months pregnant, Ellen
Wickett, said that If the bill hbecomes
law, “you'll have to carry me into
the hospital kicking and screaming."

The legislation "Interferes with
my right os a human being," said
Mary Keough, also of Anchorage.
"Anyone who is not a great (medi-
cal) risk should be free to say who
delivers theirbaby."

“This a a free country," added
Anchorage resident Kathy HorwItz.

According to a study conducted
by a nursing student at the Univer-
sity of Alaska, Anchorage, about 10
percent of all women in Anchorage
have their babies delivered at home.
However, added Ann Rushing, no
Anchorage physician is willing to
support home births, meaning the
billwould all but end the practice.

"Blrih isnot a disease. It Is a nat-

uralprocess," she said.

Chris Rushing, a lav birth attend-
ant tn Anchorage, told the com-
mittee she was suspended from UAA
for attending a home birth. She said

the legislation would cause home-
“move under-

birth attendants to
ground "

The seven-member medical
board consists of five physicians and
two lay members. Several people
Monday were critical of the Idea that
the medical profession, since Il does

listed

The Common Cause book profiles
M ofthe most powerful dockakxtmak-
ere In Washington, Including the
Democratic and Republican leader-
ship in Congress and House and Sen-
atecommittee chairmen.

Almost t»o-thirds (H I million)
of the HS million In PAC contribu-
tions received by these M members
during their last campaigns came
from business groups, including cor-
poral# PACs and business-related
trade association PACs, the Com-
mon Cause study Indicated

S*#

not profit from lay home-blrths,
should regulate lay midwives.

But Partnow emphasized that the
board does not want to outlaw home
birthsorlay midwifery.

"To further lilegallze lay midw if-
ery would serve no useful purpose,”
he said. "We do not, though wLih to
see them (mothers and their chil-
dren) excluded from further medical
care in the event that they need It."

The Fairbanks physician said
both sides, lay midwives and hospital
physicians, have been reluctant to
work with the other in emergency
situations for fear of legal problems
orotherhassles.

Severa|l_r)eople who testified Mon-
day said y do not oppose regula-
tions for m fwlves as long as the
midwtves are fairly represented in
the drafting.
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Juneau — Health groups and
home childbirth advocates around

the state are up inarms overlegisla-
tion they claim would virtually out-

law home births in Alaska.
The bill would prohibit anyone

without a license to practice medi-
cine from assisting in childbirth un-

less authorized to do so by the stale
Medical Board.
its effect, according to adamant

opponents, would be to all but re-

quire women to bear their children
ina hospital — a charge physicians
insist Is unjustified.

The legislation, introduced in the

Senate this month at the board's re-
quest, has refueled an emotional dis-

pute f -tween home birth advocates
and the medical profession.

"1f this bill were to pass, it would
be horrible,” Susan Faulk, president
of a non-profit organization called

BABE — Better Alaskans' Birth Ex-
periences — said Friday from An-
chorage.

"Home birth is really a beautiful
thing. It's (the legislation) against
our basic human rights,” she added.

Dr. Patton Pettijohn, an Anchor-
age physician who practices naturo-
pathy — a system of health care
stressing nutrition and physical ther-
apy and rejecting the use of drugs —
heanily agrees.

"l don't think the government has
the righ' to dictate whether parents
have the right to have a baby at
home or not," said Pettijohn. "I
think this is the Intent of the bill."

The two Anchorage residents are
among what Faulk says isa substan-
tial number of Alaskans who have
begun lobbying against the legisla-
tion.

The bill, SB237.tfmakes some
changes in the definitions and regu-
lation of medical licensing. It comes

(Continued from page A-l)
the two sides glaring at each other
over a pregnant belly, if there ends

up bcipga problem (at birth), (he ap-

propriate medical care sometimes
ends tip being put off indefinitely or
perhaps never rendered," the physi-
cian said.

"We just want to ensure tha* If
the child gets sick or the me ,er he-
morrhages. there's some way we
can ensure (hat medical help would
be possible."

The bill states that no unlicensed
person m ty osaist at childbirth for
compensation unless "authorized
under regulations of the board or if
licensed or subject to regulations
adopted" under Alaska statutes.

Faulk and Pettijohn utd there is
only one physician in Alaska — Dr.
Peter Row of Sitka — who delivers
babies at homes. Row was indicted

ata lime when the numberof home-
births nationally are on the increase
and when several states are loosen-
ing making it easier for women to
give births in theirhomes.

The measure isexpected to be ad-
dressed in early April at hearings of
the Senate Health, Education and So-
cial Services Committee, chaired by
Fairbanks Democrat Charlie Parr.
Gov. Jay Hammond had it intro-
duced on hbehalf of the Medical
Board.

Physicians, saying they're leery
of taking on the opponents on what is
literally a motherhood issue, appear
reluctant to discuss the bill publicly.
But the chairman ot the state Medi-
cal Board said Friday that it's "not
the primary intent" of the legislation
todoaway with homebirihs.

"Wc're trying to come up with a
more comprehensive definition of
the practice of medicine," board
chairman Dr. Jeffrey Partnow said

in 1979 but acquitted a year later in.

connection with an infant death that

occured 2L hours aftera home birth. .

"If medical doctors would deliver
at home, there wouldn't be so much
objection.” said Pettijohn, who calls
home birth safer and more com fort-
able for mothers than giving birth in
a hospital.

Faulk also pointed out that the av-
grage home bhirth costs S300, com-
pared wllh J2.000 for the average
hospital costs for bearing a child.

"You can understand why ihe
doctors are concerned — every time
a person has a child at home means
2,000 bucks they don't get." she said.

Hammond, howeyer. In a letter
sent to the Senate explaining the hill,
said the intent is to protect the public
by betterregulating the care of preg-
nant women

from his Fairbanks office.

"It would allow ustodoourjob of
licensing and investigations, should
they become necessary ... ldon't
think it's the intention of the medical
board to put anybody out of busi-
ness."

One physician, commenting only
after being assured anonymity, said
the issue has become so heated it
pits two "armed camps" against
gach other.

The doctor said the medical com -
munity and state board, if facing
loud and numerous objections to the
bill, probably would allow the
disputed portions to be removed or
amended to ensure childbirth assist-
ance rights for midwives and others.

The physician said backers of the
bill are interested in consumer pro-
tection — not doctor protection, as
home birth defenders claim.

"With the current atmosphere of

(Sec BIRTHS, page A-3)
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sl gBction 1.7"AS 02.01.050 is amended by adding a new subsetion to read:”’
(c) After consulting with the State Medical Board (AS 08.fA.010),

the department shall employ an individual to be assigned asthe investi-
gator fc mhat board. The investigator shall

(1) not be a member of the State Medical Board;
(2) conduct investigations into alleged violations of

AS 08.6A, and into alleged violations of regulations and orders of the
State Medical Boardi

(3) at the request of the State Medical Board, conduct
investigations based on complaints filed with the department or with the
State Medical Board; and

(A) be directly responsible and accountable to the State

Medical Hoard, except that only the department has authority to

terminate his employment.

Sec. 5. AS 08.6A Is amended by adding new sections to read:
Sec. 08.6A.075. EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE j~™ARD. <a> The depart—

ment, In ""onsultatlon with the board, shall employ an Individual who is
not a member of the board to serve an executive officer of the board.
(b) Tho executive officer shall
¢H) perform the administrative duties required by this
chapter and tho department;

(?) carry out regulations and ¢o)lcy decisions made by the

board;

3) insist the board In conducting ox.iraln.itlo is, continuing

education programs, and other administrative work for the board."

SB
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Introduced: 3/4/81
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Judiciary

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY
IN THE SENATE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

SENATE BILL NO.237
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - PIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to professional licensing and to the
regulation of the practice of medicine."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 08.64.010 la amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF STATE MEDICAL BOARD.
Thegovernor shall appoint a board of medical examinera, to be known aa
the State Medical Board, consisting of five (LICENSEO) physicians li—
censed In the state and (.) residing In as many separate geographical
areas of the state (41ASKA JUDICIAL DISTKICTSJ as possible, and two
persona with no direct financial Interest In the health care Industry.

* Sec. 2. AS 08.64.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.020. (STATE MEDICAL BOAR7) TERM OF OFFICE. Members
shall Lj appointed for staggered tem (A TERM) of four years, subject
to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature In
Joint session, and shall hold the office until their successors are ap—
pointed «nd qualified. A person who has served two successive complete
terms may not be reappointed until four years aftertheexpiration of
the second term |TNE TEdKS OF THE PUBLIC MEMBERS OF 71IEHOARD SHALL BE
STAGGERED SO THAT THEY DO NOT EXPIRE AT THE SAME TIME |.

* Set . 3. AS 08.64.040 is amended to raadt
Sec. 06.64.040. REMOVAL OF MEMBERS. The governor may remove a

member of the board for cause. The boardmay by regulation provide
that unexcused absences from meetings is came for removal.

* Sec. 4 AS 06.64 Is amended by adding new sections to read:

-1- SB 2)7
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Sec. 08.64.085. .EETINGS OF THE BOARD. The hoard shall meet at
least four times a year.
Sec. 08.64.101. DUTIES. The board shall

(¢)) examine and issue licenses to applicants;

(2) submit an annual report of 1its proceedings to the gover—
nor, including a statement of money received and disbursed;

(3) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on per—
sons who violate this chapter, or the regulations or orders of the
board;

4) adopt regulations insuring that renewal of licenses is
contingent upon proof of continued competency on the part of the licen—
see.

Sec, 5. AS 08.64.170 is amended to read: .

Sec. «08.64.170. LICENSE TO PRACTICE MEDICINE-OR OSTEOPATHY OR AS-
SIST AT CHILDBIRTH,, (a) No person may practice medicine, podiatry,
osteopathyx (OR) acupuncture,».or for a fee, donation, or other compensa-—
tion assist at childbirth in the state unless he is licensed under this
chapter, except that \

(1) a physician assistant may examine, diagnose or treat
persona under the supervision, control, end responsibility of either a
physician licensed under this chapter oi a physician exempted from li—
censing (LICENSURE) under AS 08.64.370;

(2) a physician-trained mobile intensive care paramedic may
render emergencylifesaving service; (AND) *

(3) a person licensed under AS 08.36 may perform acupuncture
in tho regularpractice of dentistry, subject to the regulations of tho
Board of Dental Examinersi

(4>efa person may ssslst at childbirth if »uthorlred under

regulations of the bosrd-or If licensed or aubjact to regulations

-2- SB 237



adopted under AS 08.68} and §

.- a'herson who-is licensed or authorized under another
chapter of this title may engage in a practice which is authorized un-
der that chapter?

Sec. 6. AS 08.64.240 ia repealed and reenacted to read:

Sec. 08.64.240. LICENSE REFUSED, (a) The board shall refuse to

grant a license if

(1) the applicant fails or cheats during the examination}

(2) the board determines that the op.licant is professional —
ly unfit to practice medicine or osteopathy in the state; or

(3) the applicant fails to comply with a requirement of this
chapter.

(b) The board may refuse to grant a license to uny applicant for
the same reasons that it may impose disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.-
64.325.

Sec. 7. AS 08.64.250is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.250. LICENSE BY CREDENTIALS {ENDORSEMENTJ. The board
may waive the examination requirement and license ly credentials (EN—
DORSEMENT! if the physician or podiatry applicant meets the require—
ments of AS 08.64.200 or 08.64.209, submits proof of continued compe—
tence as required by icgulatlon, pays the required fee and has

(1) an active license from a board of medical examiners cx-
tabliahcd under the laws of a state or territory of the United Staten
or aprovince of Canada issued after thoroughexamination; or

(2) passed an examination given by tho National Board of
Medical Examiners or the Federation of State Medical Boards of the
United Staten if the applicant is m physician, or passed an examination

given by the National Board of Podiatry Examiners if the applicant la a

podiatrist.
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* Sec. 8. AS 08.64.270(a) 1is amended to read:

€]

The board may issue a temporary permit to an applicant who

meets the requirements of AS 08.64.200~ (OR] 08.64.205, or 08.64.209

and pays the required fee.

* Sec. 9. AS 08.

Sec. 08.64

64.311

.311.

is amended to reads

[BIENNIAL] LICENSE RENEWAL. Licenses shall be

renewed four years after the date of issue (BIENNIALLY],

* Sec. 10. AS 08.64.315

Sec. 08.64
chapter:
(1)
€))
)

“4)
®)
(6)
Q)
(®)

* Sec. 11. AS 08.64.325

Sec. 08,64

(a) The board

that a licensee
1

misrepresentati

&)

is amended to read:

.315. FEES. The following fees are imposed under this
application . ..o . $ 50 ($25]
license by examination.....o.ccoueeauaann. 200 (125]
license by credentials [ENDORSEMENT] or

waiver of examination...................... 200 [100]
temporary permit coooirini i 50 ( 25]
locum tenens permit . ... iioiiiiieiiinaannann 50 ( 25]
license renewal [, BIENNIAL], active . . . 600 (100]
license renewal (, BIENNIAL], inactive . - 200 ( 25]
license by reexamination. ... . ........... 150 ( 75]

.325.

is repealed and reenacted to read:

GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS,

may Impose a sanction In the board finds after a hearing

secured
oni

engaged

a license through docelt, fraud, or Intentional

In deceit, fraud, or Intentional misrepresenta—

tion while providing professional servLccs or engaging In professional

activities:

®3)

advertised professional services In n false or mlslead-
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19
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16
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19

ing mannerj

(4) has been convicted, including conviction based on a
guilty plea or plea of nolo contendere, of (A) a felony or other crime
if the felony or other crime is substantially related to the qualifica—
tions, functions, or duties of the licensee) or (B) a crime involving
the unlawful procurement, sale, prescription or dispensing of drugst

(5) has procured, sold, prescribed or dispensed drugs in vi—
olation of any law, regardless of whether there has been a criminal ac—
tions

(6) intentionally or negligently permitted the performance
of patient care by persons under his supervision which docs not conform
to minimum professional standards even if the patient was not injured;

(7) failed to comply with this chapter, a rcgi lation adopted
under this chapter, or with an order of the board;

(8) has demonstrated

(A) professional incompetence, gross negligence or re—
peated negligent conduct;

(B) addiction to, severe dependency on, or habitual
overuse of alcohol or other drugs which impairs hlu ability to
practice safely;

(C) unfitness because of physical or mental disability;

(9) engaged In unprofessional conduct or in lewd or Immoral

conduci In connection with the delivery of professional services to

patients;

(10) has violated AS 18.16.010;

(11) has violated any code of othlcs adopted by regulation
the board;

(12) has denied care or treatment to a patient or person

seeking assistance from tho physician If the only reason for the denial
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is the failure or refusal of the patient to agree to arbitrate as pro—
vided in AS 09.55.535(a)t
(13) has had his license or certificate to practice medicine
in another state, territory of the United States or a province or Can—
ada suspended or revoked unless the suspension or revocation was caused
by the failure of the licensee to pay fees to that state, terrll "oor
province.

(b) In any case involving (a)(13) of this section, the fi
findings of fact, conclusions of law and order of the authority which
suspended or revoked a license or certificate constitutes a prilma facie
case that the license or certificate was suspended or revoked and the
grounds under which the suspension or revocation was grant L
Sec. 12. AS 08.64.330 is repealedand reenacted to read:

Sec. 08.64.330. DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS, (a) If the board finds

that a licensee has committed an act set out In AS 08.64.325 a), the

board may
(1) prcmnncntly revoke a license to practice!
2) suspenda license for a determinateperiod of timci
3) censurea licensee!
4) Issue aletter of rcprinvindi
(5) place alicensee on probationarystatus andrequire him
to

(A) report regularly to the board on matters Involving
the basis of p~">batlom
(H) limit practice to those areas prescribed!
© continue professional education until a satisfac—
tory degree of skill has been attained in tnosc areas determined
by the board to nood improvement!
(6) Impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a
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licensee! or
(7) impose one or more of the sanctions set out in (1) -
(6) of this subsection.

(b) The board may end the probation of a licensee if It finds
that the deficiencies vMcb required this sanction have been remedied.

(c) The board may luamarily suspend a license before final hear—
ing or during the appeals process if the board finds that the licensee
poses a clear and Immediate danger to the public health and safety If
he continues to practice. A person whose license is suspended under
this section is entitled to a hearing by the board no later than seven
days after the effective date of the order. He may appeal the suspen—
sion after a hearing to u court of competent Jurisdiction.

(d) The board may reinstate a license which has been suspended or
revoked If the board finds after a hearing that tho applicant Is able
to practice with reasonable skill and safety.

(c) A license may be suspended upon receipt of a certified copy
of evidence tilt the licensee™s license to practice medicine In another
stato or toriltory of the United States or province of Canada has been
suspended or revoked. The suspension remains In effect until a hearing
can be held by the board.

(f) The board shall be consistent In the application of disci—
plinary sanctions. A significant departure from earlier decisions of
the board involving slsillar situations uust be esplalned in findings of
fact or orders made by the board.

Sec. 13. AS 08.64.160 la amended to readi

Sec. 08.64.360. PENALTY POR PRACTICINGWITHOUT ALICENSE OR 1IN
VIOLATIONOF CHAPTER. Except for a physicianassistant” (ANO] a physi —
cian-trained mobile intensive care paramedic under AS 08.64.170, or a

person licensed or authortied under another chapter of this title who
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rend:

engages in practices for which he is licensed or authorized under that
chapter, a pecson practicing medicine or osteopathy in the state with—
out a valid [OBTAINING AND FILING AN APPROPRIATE] license or permit 1is
guilty of a class B misdemeanor (AND UPON CONVICTION IS PUNISHABLE BY A
FINE OF NOT LESS THAN $50 NOR MORE THAN $100, OR BY IMPRISONMENT FOR
NOT Lf.SS THAN 10 DAYS NOR MORE THAN 90 DAYS, OR BY BOTH]. Evidence
thr.c the defendant has failed to file a license with the clerk of the
court is priraa facie evidence that the defendant La not licensed. Each
da/ of illegal practice la a separate offense.

Sec. 14, AS 08.64 is amended by adding a new section in art. 1V to

Sec. 08.64.369. ASSISTANCE AT CHTLDLIRTH. The board shall adopt
regulations regarding the authorization under this chapter of a person
who assists at childbirth for a fee, donation, or other compensation,
and the medical services the person may perform, including but not lim—
ited to (1) qualifications, (2) application and authorization proce—
dures, (3) the scope of activities authorized, and (4) th .uperv sory
relationship, If any, between the person and a practicing physician.
Sec. 15. AS 08.64.380(2) 1is repealed and reenacted to read:

(2) “practice of medicine”™ or "practice of osteopathy"”

means:
(A) for 4 fee, donation or other consideration, to di—
agnose, treat, operate on, prescribe for, or administer to, any
human ailment, blemish, deformity, disease, disfigurement, disor—
der , Injury, or other mental or physical condition! or to attempt
to perform or represent that a person Is authorized to perform any
of the acts set out In this subparagraphi
(8) to use or publicly display a title In connection

with a person"s name Including "doctor of medicine,”™ "H.D.," or

3- $B 2)7



* Sec.

omic

* Sec.

"doctor of osteopathic medicine” or "D.0." or a specialist desig—

nation including "surgeon," "dermatologist,” or a similar title,
or any title which tends to show that the person is willing or
qualified to diagnose or treat the sick or injuredj

16. AS 08.64.380(5) ia amended to read:

(5) "department" means the Department of Commerce

Development.

17. AS 08.64.030, 08.64.110, 08.64.140, 08.64.200(1), and 08.64.-

380(3) arc repealed.
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Introduced: 4/25/80
Referred: Health, Education
& Social Services

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND

1[N THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE
! SENATE BILL NO. 580

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 ELEVENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

S A BILL

6 ffor an Act entitled: "An Act relating to professional licensing and to the
7 regulation of the practice of medicine; and providing
8 for an effective date."

9 JE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

m * Section 1. AS 08.01.050 is amended >y adding a new subsection to read:
il (c) After consulting with the State Medical Board (AS 08.64.010),
17 the department shall employ an individual to be assigned as the investi—
13 gator for that board. The investigator shall

(J) not be a member of the State Medical Board;

16 (2) conduct investigations into alleged violations of

18 nS 08.64, and into alleged violations of regulations and orders of the

M State Medical Board;

16 (3) at the request of the State Medical Board, conduct

m, Investigations based on complaints filed with the department or with the

State Medical Board; and

! (4) be directly responsible and accountable to the State
Medical Board, except that only the department has authority to

3 Y terminate his employment.

J* Sac. 2. AS 08.01.100(a) is amended to read:

() F.xccpt as otherwlac provided in this title, (ALL) licenses
78 shall be renewed biennial ¥ on the datos set by the department with the
1 approval of the respective board.
19 * Sec. 3. AS 08.64.010 le amended to read:
79 Sec. 08.64.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF STATE MEDICAL BOARD.
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The governor shall appoint a board of medical examiners, to be known as
the State Medical Board, consisting of f4«e [LICENSED] physicians
licensed in the state and [,] residir™ Jn as many separate geographical
areas of the state [ALASKA JUDICIAL DISTRICTS] as possible, and two
persons with no direct financial interest in the health care industry.
Sec. 4. AS 08.64.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.020. [STATE MEDICAL BOARD] TERM OF OFFICE. Members
shall be appointed for staggered terms [A TERM] of four years, subject
to confirmation by a majority of the members of the legislature in Joint
session, and shall hold office until their successors are appointed and
qualified. The terms of the public members of the board shall be stag-—
gered so that they do not expire at the same time. A person who has
served two successive complete terms may not be reappointed until four
years from the expiration of the second term.

Sec. 5. AS 08.64.040 ~.s amended to rend:

Sec. 08.64.040. REMOVAL OF MEMBERS. The governor may remove i
member of the board for cause. Tho board may by regulation provide that
unexcused absences from meetings constitute cause for removal.

See. 6. AS 08.64 in amended by adding new sections to read:

Sec. 08.64.08*>. MEET INOS OF THE BOARD. The board shall hold
meetings at least four times a year.

Sec. 08.64.115. DUTIES. The board shall

(1) after a hearing, Impose disciplinary nanctions on persona
who violate this chapter, or tho regulations or orders of the board:

(2) adopt regulations insuring that renewal of licenses is
contingent upon proof of continued competency on tho part of the Ii—

censee.

* Sec. 7. AS 08.64.240 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.240. LICENSE REFUSED. If tho applicant falls the oxam-
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ination, or is determined by the board to be [MORALLY OR] professionally
unfit to practice medicine or osteopathy in this state, or fails to
comply with any of the other requirements of this chapter, the buurd
shall refuse to grant the license.

Sec. 8. AS 08.64.250 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.250. LICENtdRE BY CREDENTIALS [ENDORSEMENT]. The board
may waive the examination requirement and license by credentials [EN—
DORSEMENT] if the physician or podiatry applicant meets the requirements
of AS 08.64.200 or 08.64.209, submits proof of continued competency
as required by regulation, pays the required fee and ha*

(1) an active license from a board of medical examiners
established under the laws of a state or territory of the United States
or a province of Canada issued after thorough examination: or

(2) passed an examination given by tho National Roard of
Medical Examiners or the Federation of State Medical Boards of the
United Statca if the applicant la a physician, or passed an examination
given by the National Board of Podiatry Examiners if the applicant is
a podiatrist.

Sec. 9. AS 08.64.270(a) is amended to rend:

(a) The hoard may issue a temporary permit to an applicant who
meets the requirements of AS 08.64.200x [OR] 08.64.205, or 08.64.209 and
pays the required fee.

Sec. 10. AS 08.64.311 1la amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.311. |BIKNNLIAI.| LICENSE RENEWAL. Licenses shall be
renewed every four years (BIENNIALLY].
Sec. I1I. AS 08.64.315 is amended to readi

Sec. 08.64.315. FEES. The following foes are Imposed under this
chapteri

(1) application ..ot i e caeeaecaeacanaaanannn $ 50 (575]



license by examination $200 {125]

license by credentials [ENDORSEMENT] or

waiver of examination....o..oiieiiriinoneiainaaanaann $200 [100]
temporary permit.. ... it eeeecaaaaaaa. $50 [25]
locum tenenn permit. ... iiiii e caaaaannn $50 [25]
license renewal due every four years
[, BIENNIAL], active $300 [ivv]
license renewal due every four years
[, BIENNIAL], Inactive $100 [25]
m (8) license by reexamination $75  [75]

* Sec. 12. AS 08.64.325 1Is repealed and re-enacted to reads
Sec. 08.64.325. GROUNDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS.
The board may impose a sanction when the board finds after a hearing
that a licensee
(D) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or intentional
misrepresentationi
(?) engaged In deceit, fraud, or Intentional mlsreprcscr a-
tlon in the course of providing profesaional aorvlces or engaging In
professional actlvltiosi
(3) advertised professional aorvlces In a falne or misleading
manneri
(4) has been convicted of a felony or other crime which
affects his ability to continue to practice competently and safely]j
n (5) Intentionally or negligently engaged in or permitted the
perfottsance of patient care by persons under hlo supervision which dona
not conform to minimum professional standards regardless of whethor

N actual 1injury to the patient occurredi
(6) failed to comply with thin chapter, with a regulation
adopted under this chapter, or with an order of the bonrdi
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(7) continued to practice after becoming unfit due to
(A) professional Incompetencei
(B) failure to keep informed of or use current profes—
sional theories or practicesi
(C) addiction or severe dependency on ulcohol or other
drugs which Impairs h b ability to practice safelyi
(D) physical or mental disabilityi
(8) engaged in unprofessional conduct <* In lewd or Imnoral
conduct in connection with the delivery of professional aorvlce to
patients.
ec. 13. AS 08.b4.330 is repealed and re-enacted to rcadi
Sec. 08.64.330. DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS, (a) When it finds that a
licensee is guilty of an offense under AS 08.64.323, the board nay
impose the following sanctions singly or in combination!
(1) permanently revoke a license to practices
(2) suspend a license for a determinateperiod of tlmei
(3) censure a llcenseei
(4) 1issue a letter of rrprimandi

(3) place a licensee on probationarystatus andrequire him

to
(A) report regularly to the hoard upon matters involving
the basis of probationi
(H) limit practice to those areas prescribed)
©) continue professional education until a satisfactot
degree of skill has been attained in thoee ar<ss determined by the
board to need improvement)
i (6) impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a
78 licensee.
78 (b) The board may withdrew probation status If It finds that the
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deficiencies which required the sanction have been remedied.

(¢) The board may summxrlly suspend a license before final hearing
or during the appeal Iroccss if the board finds that the licensee poses
a clear and Immediate danger to the public health and safety If he
continues to practice. A person whose license Is suspended under this
section shall be entitled to a hearing by the board no later than seven
days after the effective date of the order. He may appeal the
suspension after a hearing to a court of compotent Jurisdiction.

(d) Tho board may reinstate a license which has been suspended or
revoked If the board finds aftar a hearing that the applicant In able to
practice with reasonable skill and safoty.

(e) A license stay be suspended until a hearing can be held to
determine the licenser"s fitness to practice In the state upon receipt
of certified evidence that his license to practice medicine In another
state, territory or province of the United Staten or Carada has been
auaprnded or revoked.

(f1 The board ahall seek consistency In the application of dis—
ciplinary sanctions, and significant departure ftosi prior dcclitlons
Involving similar situations shall be explained In findings of fact or

rdcrs.
Sec. 14. AS 08.44_. KO 1Is amended to readi

Sec. 011.64.160. PENALTY FOR PRACTICING WITHOUT A LICKNSP OK IH
VI10OL*0P CMAPTRK. (at  I".rcrpt for a physician assistant and a
physlclan-tralned mobile Intensive care paramedic under AS 011.64.170, a
person practicing medicine or osteopathv in the state without obtaining
ar» ftllr* an appropriate license is guilty ol a class Il mladcmeinor

|AND UPON CONVICTION IS PUNISHABLE NY A PIItK OP HOT I1.HSS THAN SiO NOW
HONK THAIf $100, ON NY IMPNISOKKKNI *0* HOT R*S TIIA* 10 DAYS HOR HOUR
THAN 60 DAYS, ON BY NOTH]. Evldenc that the defendant has failed to



file a license with the clerk rf the court Is prima facie evidence that
the defendant is not licensed. Hach day of illegal practice is a
separate offense.

f (b) A person who practices or attempts to practice or who holds
himself out as practicing a system or mode of treating the sick or
afflicted in the state or who diagnoses, treats, operates for, or
prescribes for an ailment, blemish, deformity, disease, disfiguremcnt.
disorder, injury or other mental or physical condition of any person,
without having a valid unrcvoked and unsuspended license or author-
ization as provided in this chapter, or without being authorized to
perform the acts under c¢ license, authorization or certificate obtained
In accordance with a.ioth r provision of law, ia guilty of a class B
misdemeanor.

* Sec. 15, AS 06.64.380(3) is amended by adding a new subparagraph to
15 ! reads
(1) refusing to provide emergency care which. In the
i professional Judgment of the licensee, Is essential to prevent loss
of life, limb or Immediate undue pain and suffering, and Is within
the licensee's area of competence.

"% Sec. 16, AS 08.64.030, 08.66.Iiosf'O8.64.160,\08.64.200(1), and 08.64.-

380(3)(C) are repealed. ‘

* Sec. 17. This Act takes effect Immediately In accordance with AS 01.10,

070(c).
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Mr. Charles H. Parr

Senate Health, education and Social Services
Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Parr

I am writing in regard to senate bill 0237 pertaining to the
regulation of the practice of medicine. I do not want this
bill to become law. Considering pregnancy to be a medical
condition cannot be Justified scientifically.

Home birth is a safe and responsible alternative that should be
available to ell Alaskans. International statistics confirm
the fact that women having their babies in U.S. hospitals

under the care of physicians are at greater risk and their
babies are at greater risk than women having babies in fifteen
other countries in the world. Those fifteen countries have
lowor Infant and mother mortality rates than th."United States.
The vast majority of those babies are born at home under the
care of professional mldwivon (not nurne-midwivco). Hospitals
have never boon proven to to the safest place for most mothers

to huvo their babios.

Parents who choose to have thoir babies at hose are usually tho
most informed parents. Parents who aro uninformed are the ones
that allow doctors and hospitals to mako thoir decisions for them

without any qtestion.

M:iking 1t illegal 1ior a lay person to attond births in Alaska
would place honobirth attendants in the unjust position of

having to decide whethor to obey the law of tho land or to

help paronts who refuse to take the risks inherent in a hos—
pital birth. Home birth attendants aro on important and noccnoary

option that should be readily available to all Alaskans.



and harassment from the uninformed medical community. I would
also like to note that there are no physicians in Anchorage
willing to assist at home deliveries. I believe doctors are
concerned primarily about the lo3s of revenue and not abou4
maternal and infant well being. Home birth 1is going to continue

whether health professionals want to participate or not.

I have had two children in Alaska. The first was born at
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital in May, 1976. The second was

horn at home in Anchorage 1in Febuary, 1980, with the assistance
of a competent birth attendant. I only wish 1 had known when

I had my first child what 1 know now. It would have saved

both of us some very sad experiences.

Beyond all of this, the most improtant reason that this bill
must not beerme law ia because it infringes on my constitution—
al rights as a United States citizen. Tn this country it has
always been considered wrong for a small group of peorle, no
mattor how affluent or influential, to dictate to the majority
what their choices should be concerning thoir personal welfare.
I am hoping that tho mombers of our legislature will confirm

my confidence that this cannot happen® in Alaska.

Yours Truly,

Darlono S. Coopor
4256 Roon Ct.

Anchorage, Alaska 99504

Conies sent to:
Randy Phillips
So* Cotton
Rick Halford
Torry Martin

Brad Bradloy
Tin Kelly
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TRUIROKX (007) 844-1801 Dr. Keith L, Hediger,D.C,

March 27, 1981

Senator Charles Parr

Chairman

Senate Health, Education & Social Services Committee
Pouch V

Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Senator:

Bill 0237, introduced on 3/A/81. is a very serious offense against basic
human rights. It is truly a sad state of affairs to see this issue become
political. The injustice will he inflicted upon your voting population.

I would like to see you do all that you can do within your realm of
power to prevent the enactment of the breach of privileges in our fine
state.

Thnnk you.

Yours for better health, nnturallv,

Keith L, Hedlger, D.C. *

KLI1/pm
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1003 West 39th.

Anchorage/ Alaska
April 17 1981

Mr. Parr _ . .

Senate Health/ Education and Sccial Services

Pouch V

Juneau, Alaska 99811
Dear Mr. Varr

| rec nHy was made aware of the content and nature of Senate
BII 1237 whmhhasbemtsuMnnwdlw the Rules Commjttee to
the legisfature, pertaining to regulation of the practice of
medicine.

We were ?reaﬂ distressed to learn of this attempt, aPparenHy
on h _t e medical lobbyists, to deprive those of us

Wlt Oleh ncomes of our only alternative to the unaffordable
Nearly t y ars ago,. nW wife suffered a miscarriage, and

went 1o a local h pital for a DfcC, athou%h she remained in

the hospital for Iess than ten hours, tho Dill oxcedod $1,100.00,
and we aro still pay|n% on it, At current rates, If my wife wore
to opt for a hospn | Dirth for the child she s now carrying,

It would cost us more than $3,000.00.

Ve have chosen .nstoad to engage the services of a mid-wife,
end ﬁave tho chili at home 98

Wo have been iaprcssod thus for with the Profe33|onal qu hty

of care my wife has boon rocie V|ng She las recieved R caI
eramlnationn once a month, to monitor tho gahy's growth, “an

has bton advise j of certain oxorcises and ictivites that WIH

help to oase tho pain and difficulty of g|V|ng birth.

| fool that tho senate is mistaken in assum|ng that gi |nq birth
Is a "medical" procodure. Women SUCCGSSIJNY gave birth Tor
thousands of years before doctors or the . eX|sted While
| would bo tho, first one to rus mX wife to the ital in the
event of contpdes lons. t women shou d h ve tho froo-
dom to choose whole and how they want to have their bab es, and
whom they want to attend thorn.

Plo*>e try to arrange a tele-conference on this matter so that
concerned persons such as ourselves can make our feellIns known.

Sincerely yours

hen Atkinson
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FAIRBANKS INTE(I;QNAL MEDICINE
an
DIAGNOSTIf CENTER. INC.

FAIRBANKS. ACASKA B8701

(907) 452-4769

INTERNAL MEDICINE
WILLIAM H. DOOLITTLE. M.D FAC P
JEFFREY A PARTNOW. M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE. HEMATOIOOV A ONCOLOOV February 11, 1981
J. MICHAEL CARROLL. M.D.

INTERNAL MEDICINE A AVIATION MEOICINE
DAVID S. ORAUMAN. M.D.

Senator Charles Parr
Pouch V
Juneau, AK 9981

Dear Senator Parr:

I am sorry that 1 was unable to see you last weekend in Juneau, but Medical
Board disciplinary actions ended up consuming my entire stay.

I am writing to express my personal approval, as well as the unanimous approval
of the State Medical Board, for proposed revisions to the Medical Practica Act.
These arc to bn submitted by the Governor und do not yet possess a Senate or
House Bill Number. However, the Department of Law file number for tho Bill f
is J-77-066-081. It is the feeling of the Board that thcso statutory reforms
allow for much improved flexibility in the supervision of medical quality

con*rol in the State of Alaska and will yield better protection for the medical
consumers of the state.

I assume that due to the nature of tho Rill, it will pass through the Senate
Health, Education, and Social Services Committee.

The legislation, as currently written, is favored heav.iy by the Board. Hovovor,
a few deletions have been made from last session®s incarnation. As you recall,

the Bill last year was passed by both House and Senate, though In slightly .
different forms. As a result, it ended up getting lost in the shuffle of the |
clone of the Session, and was never passed into law. In both versions, the

Board was granted an executive officer position as veil as the services of

a designated investigator. Since the Board lias a relatively large backlog of
investigations (31 cases as of last weekend), the need for an investigator Who
is "detailed” to the Medical Board la obvious. Some of these cases would
appear to be relatively various, and ought to be handled expeditiously.

As regards the executive officer position, the Medical Board fe«ls that it
Is in need of executive support. A number of other Boards already have such
a position (Zeal Estate Board, Nursing Board, etc.) and due to the life and
death nature of much of the roard"s work, (his seems to s« to be a reasonable
request. Currently, our executive support comes frets a licensing examiner
within the Division of Uccupatlonal Licensing, and she 1s charged with (lie
over si Jit of three or four other Boards as veil. Historically, we have had
a problem with the fact that licensing exaoin rs ."fequently change from one
Board to another, or leave the Division entirely, thus resulting in a loss
of continuity and relatively long "startup time" for a new examiner. During
this period of time. Board actions are delayed, prioritise shuffled, and

ell manner of things seen to "fall betwe*n the cracks".



Page 2

As | mentioned to you previously, the fiscal note approving the establishment

of the executive director position was approved during the last Session, though
the Bill itself did not quite make it into statute. The funds were approved,

but were returned to the General Fund. Hopefully, this would make the positions
"old positions™ and thus less susceptible to redlining. It has been the position
of the Governor®s Office, and therefore of Occupational Licensing, that no new
positions were to be requested this yeai, hence, their deletion from the current
legislation. 1 have spoken with the Governor®"s Office and have been informed
that it is "probably unlikely" that the proposed legislation would be vetoed
simply because it established these positions.

Therefore, |1 would respectfully request that your Committee consider the addition
of an amendment to the proposed legislation authorizing:

A. An Executive Officer for the Medical Board. This person would serve at the
pleasure of the Board, though he would be employed by Occupational Licensing.

B. A designated investigator for Medical Board functions, along with appropriate
support services.

i id uncertain as to the actual cost that would have to be amended in a Fiscal
Note for this, but 1 suspect that the Division of Occupational Licensing ought
to be able to prepare It relatively quickly.

In any event, | suspect that it would probably prove less than $100,000 annually
and | feel this would bo a good value for the State.

I have one other matter which I would like to bring to your attention. The
Stato Nursing Board ia currently seeking a revision of the Nurse Practice Act.
In general, the Medical Board has no problems with the legislation which

they are proposing, however, it should be noted that the Nursing Board is
attempting by statute to reaovc tho Medical Board from all authority regarding
advanced nurse practitioners. These are nurses with advanced training who
perform acts of nrdlcal diagnosis and treatment independently, under a col—
laborative relationship with a physician. It is the position of the Medical
Board tiiat since thcl» . ictlcc constitutes areas within the "practice of
medicine"” tliaf the Medical Board should continue to bm~hwMyeil in their
licensing and approval. Our current role is to oxanlnetlfjproposed col —
laborative relationship and the Board feels that this is an appropriate level
at which to be Involved.

Thank you for any consideration which you can afford in these matters. If
there le anyone else with wlton 1 should be corresponding, please let me know.
Hopefully, |1 will make it back to Juneau one of these days and will be able to

cc Evelyn Boone
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Introduced: 3/4/81
Referred: Health, Education &
Social Services and Judiciary

BY THE RULES COMMITTEE BY

IN THE SENATE REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR
SENATE BILL NO. 237
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
A BILL
For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to professional licensii g and to the
regulation of thepractice of medicine."”
IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* Section 1. AS 08.64.010 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.64.010. CREATION AND MEMBERSHIP OF STATE MEDICAL BOARD.
Thegovernor shall appoint a board of medical examiners, to be known as

the State Medical Board, consisting of five [LICENSED] physicians li—
censed in the state and [,] residing in as many separate geographical
areas of the state [ALASKA JUDICIAL DISTRICTS] as possible, and two
persons with no direct financial interest in the health care industry.
Sec. 2. AS 08.64.020 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.020. [STATE MEDICAL BOARD] TERM OF OFFICE. Members
shall be appointed for staRRered terms [A TERM] of four years, subject
to confirmation by a majority of tho members of the legislature in
Joint session, and shall hold the office until their successors are ap-—
pointed and qualified. A person who has served two successive complete
terms may not be reappointed until four yenrs aftertheexpiration of
the second term [THE TERMS OF THE PUBLIC MEMBERS OF THE BOARD SHALL BE
STAGGERED SO THAT THEY DO NOT EXPIRE AT THE SAME TIME].

Sec. 3. AS 08.64.040 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.64.040. REMOVAL OF MEMBERS. Thegovernor may remove a

member of the board for cause. The boardmay by regulation provide

that uncxcuaed absences from meetings 1ia cause for removal.

* Sec. 4. AS 08.64 is amended by adding now sectionsto rend:

-1- SB 237



Sec. 08.64.085. MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. The board shall meet at
least four times a year.
Sec. 08.64.101. DUTIES. The board shall
(1) examine and issue licenses to applicantsi
(2) submitan annual report of its proceedings to thegover—
nor, including a statement of money received and disbursedi
(3) after a hearing, impose disciplinary sanctions on per—
sons who violate this chapter, or the regulations or ordors of the
boardt
(4) adopt regulations insuring tha™ renewal of licenses |Is
contingent upon proof of continued competency on the part of the licen—
see.
Sec. 5.AS 08.64.170 Is amended to read:
Sec. 08.64.170. LICENSE TO PRACTICE MEDICINE OR OSTEOPATHY OR AS —
SIST AT CHILDBIRTH, (@) No person may practice medicine, podiatry,
osteopathy”™ (OR] acupuncture, or for a fee, donation, or other compensa-—
tion assist at childbirth In the state unless he la licensed under this
chapter, except that
(1) a physician asslstsnt may examine, diagnose or treat
persons under the supervision, control, and responsibility of either a
physician licensed under this chapter or a physician exempted from 11-
censInR ILICENSUKP.) under AS 0B.64.370]
(2) a physlclan-tralned mobile Intensive care paramedic My
render emergency Ilfesavlng aervicei (AND)
(3) a person licensed under AS 08.36 mey |>rrform acupuncture
In tho regular practice of dentistry, subject to the regulations of the
Board of Dental Examlperai

(4) a ,arson may assist at childbirth If authorlxed under

regulations of the board or If licensed or subject to regulstlona
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adopted under AS 08.68; and

(5) a person who is licensed or authorized under another

chapter of this title may engage In a practice which la authorized un—
der that chapter.
Sec. 6. AS 08.64.240 la repealed and reenacted to read:
See. 08.64.240. LICENSE REFUSED, (a) The board shall refuse to
grant a license If
(1) the applicant falls or chcato during the examinations
(2) the board determines that the applicant la professional-
ly unfit to practice medicine or osteopathy In the states or
(3) the applicant falls to comply with a requirement of this
chapter.

(b) The board may rofuse to grant a license to any applicant for
the same reasons that it may Impose disciplinary sanctions under AS 08.
64.325.

Sec. 7. AS 08.64.250 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.250. LICENSE BY CREDENTIALS (ENDORSEMENT). The hoard
may waive the examination requirement and license by credentials (EN—
DORSEMENT | If the physician or podiatry applicant meets the require—
ments of AS 08.64.200 or 08.64.209. submits proof of continued compe—
tence aa required by r~ulstlon, pays the required fee and has

(1) an active license from a board of medical examiners ex—
tab llshed under the laws of a state or territory of the toiltod States
or a province of Canada Issued after thorough examlnetloni or

(2) passed an examination given by the National Hoard of
Medical Examiners or the Federation of State Medical Boards of the
toilted States If the applicant is a physician, or passeJ an examination

givenJ»y the National Board of fodlatry Examiners If tlte applicant Is a
podiatrist.

0- SB 237



* Sec. 8. AS 08.64.270(a) is amended to reads
(a) The board may issue a temporary permit to an applicant who
meets the requirements of AS 08.64.200j_ [OR) 08.64.205, or 08.64.209
and pays the required fee.
* Sec. 9. AS 08.64.311 is amended to read:
Sec. 08.64.311. [BIENNIAL] LICENSE RENEWAL. Licenses shall be
renewed four years after the date of issue [BIENNIALLY].
Jlec. 10. AS 08.64.315 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.315. FEES. The following fees are imposed under this

hapter:
(1) application. . ... oot aaaaa $ 50 ($25)
(2) license by examination.....cooeouueiunaan.- 200 [125]
(3) license by credentials (ENDORSEMENT) or
waiver of examination. ... ... .. ... ... .... 200 (100)
(4) temporary permit ... 50 ( 25)
(5) locum tenens permit ... ... i.ioi...-. 50 1 25)
(6) license renewal |, BIENNIALI, active . . . 600 (100)
(7) Jlicense renewal BIENNIAL), inactive . . 200 25)
” (8) license by reexamination.............o..oo.. 150 | 75)

* Sec. 11. AS 08.64.325 1is repealed and reenacted to read:
Sec. 08.64.325. CROWDS FOR IMPOSITION OF DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS.
(a) The board may Isgiose a sanction if the board finds after a hearing
hat a llcrnaeo

(1) secured a license through deceit, fraud, or Intentional
misrepresentatlonm

(2) engaged In deceit, fraud, or Intentional misrepresents-
tlon while providing professional services or engaging In professional
actlvitlesi

(3) advertised professional services In a false or mislead-
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ing manneri
(A) has been convicted. Including conviction based on a
guilty plea or plea of nolo contendere, of (A) a felony or other crime
if the felony or other crime is substantially related to the qualifica—
tions, functions, or duties of the liccnseci or (B) a crime involving
the unlawful procurement, sale, prescription or dispensing of drugsj
(3) has procured, Bold, prescribed or dispensed drugs in vi—
olation of any law, regardless of whether there has been a criminal ac-
\~tion»
(6) intentionally or negligently permitted the performance
f patient care by persons under his supervision which docs not conform
to minimum professional standards even if the patient was not injurc.li
(7) failed to comply with this chapter, a regulation adapted
under this chapter, or with an order of the boardi
(8) has demonstrated
(A) professional incompetence, gross negligence or re—
peated negligent conducti
(B) addiction to, sevore dependency on, or habitual
overuse of alcohol or other drugs which impairs his ability to
practice safelyi
(C) unfitness because of physical or mental disabllliyi
(9) engaged in unprofessional conduct or in lewd or immoral

connection with the delivery of professional services to

patlentsi
(10) has violated AS 18.16.010i
(1) has violated any code of ethics adopted by regulationb
the boardi
811’ (1?) has denied®"cars or treatment to a patient or person

seeking assistance from the physician If the only reason for tho denial
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Is the failure or refusal of the patient to agree to arbitrate as pro-—
vided in AS 00.S5.535(a)j

(13) has had his license or certifies e to practice medicine
in another state, territory of the United States or a province or Can—
ada suspended or revoked unless the suspension or revocation was caused
by the failure of the licensee to pay fees to that state, territory or
province.

(b) In any case involving (a)(13) of this section, the final
findings of fact, conclusions of law and order of the authority which
suspended or revoked a license or certificate constitutes a prima facie
case that the license or certificate was suspended or revoked and the
grounds under which the suspension or revocation was granted. >
Sec. 12. AS 03.64.330 is repealed and reenacted to read:

See. 08.64.330.DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS, (a) If the Hoardfinds

that a licensee haB committed an act set out in AS 08.64.325(a), the

board may

(1) prcmanently revoke a license to practicet

(2) suspend a license for a determinate period of time;

(3) censure a licenseei

4 Issue aletter of rcprimandi

(5) place a licensee onprobationary status and require him
to

(A) report regularly to the board on matters involving
the basis of probatloni
(R) limit practice to tho«c areas prcscrilbcdi
© continue professional education until a satisfac—
tory degree of skill has been attained in those areas determined
by the board to need improvementi
(6) Impose limitations or conditions on the practice of a
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licensee; or
(7) impose one or more of the sanctions set out in (1) -
(6) of this subsection.

(b) The board may end the probation of a licensee if it finds
that the deficiencies which required this sanction have been remedied.

(c) The board may summarily suspend a license before final hear—
ing or during the appeals process if the board finds that the licensee
poses a clear and immediate danger to the public health and safety if
he continues to practice. A person whose lice-ise is suspended underl
this section is entitled to a hearing by the board no later than seven -
days after the effective date of the order. He may appeal the suspen—
sion after a hearing to a court of competent jurisdiction.

(d) The board may reinstate a license which has been suspended or
revoked if the board finds after a hearing that the applicant is able
to practice with reasonable skill and safety.

(e) A license may be suspended upon receipt of a certified copy
of evidence that the licensee®s license to practice medicine In another
state or territory of the United States or province of Canada has been
suspended or revoked. The suspension remains In effect until a hearing
can be held by the board.

(f) The board shall be consistent in the application of disci—
plinary sanctions. A significant departure from earlier decisions of
the board Involving similar situations must be explained In findings of
fact or orders made by the board.

Sec. 13. AS 08.64.360 is amended to read:

Sec. 08.64.360. PENALTY FOR PRACTICINGWITHOUT  ALICENSE. OR IN
VIOLATION OF CHAPTER. Except for a physicianassistant (AND) aphysi —
cian-trained mobile Intensive care paramedic under AS 08.64.170, or a
person licensed or authorized under another chapter of this title who
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engages tn practices for which he Is licensed or authorized under that
chapter, a person practicing medicine or osteopathy in the state with—
out a valid [OBTAINING AND FILING AN APPROPRIATE] license or permit is
guilty of a class B misdemeanor [AND UPON CONVICTION IS PUNISHABLE BY A
FINE OF NOT LESS THAN $50 NOR MORE THAN $100, OR BY IMPRISONMENT FOR
NOT LESS THAN 10 DAYS NOR MORE THAN 90 DAYS, OR BY BOTH]. Evidence
that the defendant has failed to file a license with the clerk of the
court is prima facie evidence that the defendant is not licensed. Each
day of illegal practice is a separate offense.

14. AS 08.64 is amended by adding a new section in art. IV to

Sec. 08.64.369. ASSISTANCE AT CHILDBIRTH. The board shall adopt
regulations regarding the authorization under this chapter of a person
who assists at childbirth for a fee, donation, or other compensation,
and the medical services the person may perform, including but not lim—
ited to (1) qualifications, (2) application and authorization proce—
dures, (3) the scope of activities authorized, and (4) the supervisory
relationship, if any, between the person and a practicing physician.
Sec. 15. AS 08.64.380(2) 1b repealed and reenacted to read:

(2) "practice of medicine” or "practice of osteopathy"”
means:

(A) for a fee, donation or other consideration, to di—
agnose, ti”at, operate on, prescribe for, or administer to, any
human ailment, blemish, deformity, disease, disfigurement, disor—
der, Injury, or other mental or physical condition! or to attempt
to perform or represent that a person is authorized to perform any
of the acts set out in this subparagraphi

(B) to use or pub"lcly display a title in connection
with a person®s name including "doctor of mcdiclnu,” "M.D.," or
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"doctor of osteopathic medicine” or "D.0." or a specialist desig-
nation including "surgeon," "dermatologist,"” or a similar title,
or any title which tendB to show that the person is willing or
qualified to diagnose or treat the sick or injured;
\ * Sec. 16. AS 08.64.380(5) is amended to read:
(5) "department"™ means the Department of Commerce and Econ—
omic Development. A "v_
* Sec. 17. AS 08.64.030, 08.64.110L 08.64.140./38.64.200(1), and 08.64.-
380(3) are repealed. n
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