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POSITION PAPER
SENATE BILL NO. 106

"An Act making a_special appropriation for the operations of the Alaska Native
Child Welfare Task Force; and providing for an effective date."

The Department of Health and Social Services s in surﬁ)é)ort of Senate Bill No. 106,
makm% a sEemaI a{gpropnanon for the operation of the Alaska Native Child Wel-
fare Task Force. The Indian Child Welfare Act imposes significant and far-reach-
m,g changes in operations for courts, attorneys, and agencies placing children in
either foster care or adoption. A task force” to study the various iSsues concern-
ing child welfare services for Alaskan Natives would e very valuable in terms

of “future planning and policy development. The Department would be pleased to
participate in such a task force.

Department of Health and Social Services is in support of Senate Bill No. 106.

RECOMVENDED BY:

Jrtnn R. Pu?h Director
klvision of Fnm/ly and
Youth Services

DATE:

APPROVED BY:
Helen D. Belme
Commissioner

DATE! S/j2>3V



v W-JP t T ~MLiHT
THE LEGISLATURE OF 1"IE STATE OF ALASKA
TWELFTH LECLSLATURE

FISCAL no IE

. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No, Spnat.p B ill No. 100
Title Special appropriation for operations of the Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force
Requested by Date

Il. FISCAL DETAIL
Agency Affected Department of Health » Social Services
Program Category Affected,
BRU, Program, or Subprogram”) Affected.
i Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate liue-itcm amounts ai d funding for each
component in the analysis section.)
| XPENDITIJRI S (Thousands of Dollars)

EY 81 1Y B2 PY 83 EY 04 FY 85 FY8G
100 PERSONAE SERVICES -0- . -0- -0- r .n- _ -0-
100 TRAVEL -0- :0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
300 CONTRACTUAL -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
-0- -0- -0- -0- -fj-_ _. -0-
500 EQUIPMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- -n- -n-
000 IAND & STRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -0- -n- -n-
700 GRAMS. CLAIMS. IIC, -0- . -<J- -0- -Q- -0- -0-
TOTAL -n- -0- -0- -0- -n- -0-

FLNI)IN<  (thousands ol Dollars)

GENI UAL FUND 0- . -Dr -0- Q- -n-  _ -0-
ELDERAI FUNDS Q- -0- -0- -0- -Qr . ~-0-
Oilll R (Spentv Fund Source) -0- -0- -0- tQ- .. -0-

POSH IONS
EUIL 1IMI -0- _0- -0- -0- -0- n-
PARI IIMI -0- -0- -u- -0- -0- -n-
IKMIWBAKY .. . It -0-_. -Q- fl- ... -n- . _

.  VNALYSIS (See | iscal Note Preparation Instructions. Section I11)

Senate Bill No. 106 has no fiscal Impact on the
Department of Health and Social Services.

IV. DATE. J I'RI PARED BY _aiialJL Pualulljrector
AGENCY DIVHipT.flf laoii ces
Ongnul Legislative Finance phone 466-awn
CC; Uudeet and Management r
Prune Sponvir tl ust legislator Named) Approval Wi.a Date A A |
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ALASKA NATIVE CHILD WELFARE TASK FORCE

STATEMENT AND GOALS

Statement

The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force is a state-wide effort to advocate/
assist Alaskan Natives/American Indians to ensure that the intent of the Indian
Child Welfare Law is implemented.

1. Monitoring/evaluating child placements.
2. Education.
a) Alaskan Natives
b) Native Organizations
c) Other Agencies involved in child placements

3. Recruiting Native Adoption/Foster Homes.

4. Lobbying for state/federal legislation in the area of child welfnr-.

Goals
1. Legislative Activity

Keeping up with legislative activity, reporting to Task Force and bringing
copies of the various bills for Task Force Neithers.

2. Training/Kdueat ion

Developing training for tlw Regions so they in turn can train conrnnlties
in their area.

3. Task Force Informat ion

This 1is the responsibility of all Task Force Menixirs. If you are a™are of
speakers/agencies to share information with us at our meetings (exanple -
Adoption, Foster,Care. Legislator, etc.) suhmit a written statement to the
Chairperson regarding their presentation - what infojnutiou they"ll share
with us and also hand ouls if possible, or call; but, this must be done at
least two weeks prior to the rreeting date. This wTll give the Chairperson
an opixirtuiity to put it ai the agenda. Tlie agenda will be sent dut two
weeks be*fore tlie meeting elite.

4. 101110 Hclatlons/Meni>orship Drive

Spreading informal..cm al)out our Task Force (radio spots, Television, news—
papers, etc.) and recruiting more members.

b. Clearing House of Informatim

Indian Child Wilfnre rcaiUng materials, books, bibliographies, etc. will he
cenliailzed in one location and available for our T.isk Force members to use.



Briefing Statement

Re: Alaska Native Child Welfare
Task Force

I. The Indian Child Welfare Act

The Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA), Public Law 95-608, 1is a federal
law enacted by Congress on May 8, 1978. The Act was passed in re—
sponse to the testimony of many Indian and non-Indian people who were
appalled at the extreme number of Indian children who were placed 1in
non-Indian foster and adoptive homes. The testimony revealed that
these large number of placements were without regard for preserving
the child"s identity and culture were a significant cause of the
breakdown of Indian families and tribes.

Thereby, the Act was passed to protect the integrity of Indianfami —
lies and to help ensure that |Indian children who are placed inadop—
tive or foster care homes continue to live in their natural cultural
environment. The ICWA establishes national standards which state
courts must follow before Indian children can be removed from their
parents or Indian custodians.

The iverall spirit and intent of the Act is to protect the best inter—
ests of Indian children and to promote the stability and security of
Indian tribes and families.

Title Il of the Indian Child Welfare Act authorizes the Secretary of

the Interior to make grants o Indian Tribes and organizations. Dur —
ing the fiscal year 1980, $5.5 million was appropriated on a national
level. Fourteen (14) Native agencies in Alaska received funding for

a child and family program for r.he 1980 ICWA Grant Year, which went

from June 1980 to Marrh 31, 19bl. The Alaska Native agencies include:
the Aleutian -Pribiiof Islands Association; the Admirality Citizens
Council, Inc.; the Bristol Bay Native Association; Central Council
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska; Copper River Native Associ—
ation; Kodiak Area Native Association; Kotzebue IRA Council; Mauneluk
Association; Metlakatla Indian Community; North Pacific Rim; Sitka
Community Association; Tanana Chiefs Conference and the United Crow
Band of Alaska.

Il1. Alaska State Legislation Concerning the Indian Child Welfare Act

During the Eleventh Legislature - second session (1980), Tlingit and
Haida Central Council was instrumental 1in working with Representative
Duncan 1in formulating House Concurrent Resolution No. 43 to the Alaska
State Legislature; and very involved in developing and organizing the
joint hearings that pertained to this bill and the Juneau White House
Conference on families that was held on February 23, 1980.

Hie House Concurrent Resolution No. 43 did pass the legislature, there
by, the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services and the court
system were to promptly take steps necessary to cooperate in the
implementation of the ICWA 1in Alaska.



The Juneau White House Conference on Families of February 1980,
centered around the issues that are impacting the stability and
security of families 1in Juneau. The people who provided testimony
spoke to upholding the traditional view of the family, to bringing

God back into the home and schools and to getting rid of governmen—
tal interference 1in the family. The written testimony was more

liberal in expressing a need to pass such 1issues as EILA, gay rights,
freedom to choose abortion, and the acceptance of the "r.on-Tradi-
tional family™. A report reflecting the conclusions and recommenda—
tions from the hearings was prepared by the Steering Committee Members.

I11. The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force

In the Fall of 1979 representatives from several Alaska Native Human
Services Programs moved to organize an ICWA Task Forece. The repre—
sentatives from these programs participated in the formulation of the
Task Force concept and movement towards organization of the group.
The Task Force submitted before the 1979 Alaska Federation of Natives
Convention a resolution to seek their endorsement *nd support.

The resolution did pass, whereby, the Alaska Federation of Natives
officially sanctioned the Alaska Native Child Welfare Tas c Force. Tne
Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force 1is a state-wide effort to ad-—
vocate and to assist Alaskan Natives and Amercian Indian? 1in the imple—
mentation of Lhe Indian Child Welfare Act, P.L. 95-608. The objectives
of the Task Force are:

(1) To actively participate in Lhe formalization, e tablishment, and
review of policies in order to safeguard the spirit and intent of
the Indian Child Welfare Act;

(2) To serve as an advocate on Indian Child Welfare 1issues in the com—
munity, state and national levels of the government;

(3) To provide educational and training programs on the ICWA and
related subjects to Alaskan Natives, Native Organizations, ami
other agencies who provide s vices to Native children and fami—
lies; and

(A) To serve as a clearing house of information on the Indian Child
Welfare Act and related subject matter, whereby, material, books,
films will be available for utilization by the Task Force members.

During this past year (1980) the Task Force membership has been com—
prised of Cook Inlet Native Association staff and representation from
the ICWA grantees who could cover the expenses for staff travel.

Over the past year (1980) the Task Force has assumed an informational
sharing focus in repsecto to addressing Issues concerning implementa—
tion of the Act in Alaska and the ICWA grant application process.

IV. Development of Senate hills 105 and 106

During the general Task Force meeting at (he 1980 Alaska Federation
of NativesConvention 1in Anchorage, the existing. Task Force membership
identified the need to formerly organize the Task Fore and to secure
a funding base.



The purpose of organzing the existing Task Force is in order to
ensure statewide representation of the Native agencies. And in

order to pursue the Task Force objectives there 1is a need for a
funding base from which to work.
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