


COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

FURTHER: Finance

1/26/81 

Mr. President:
HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  &  

The Committee on S OCIAL SERVICES

D a t e :

has had SB 106

m a k i n g  a special a p p r o priation for the operations o f  the A l a s k a  Native Child 
W e l f a r e  T a s k  Force

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

( ] do pass

[ 1 

[ 1 

[ 1 

! 1 

( 1

[ ] do not pass

do pass with attached a m e n d m e n t s ( s )

replace with CS for _________________________________

and recommends _______________________________________

( ] same title
[ j new title

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" I ] New Fiscal Note 

reports 1t back without recommendation

referred to t h e ___________________________________________ Committee

MEMBERS SIGNING 
DO PASS /

' / r  . ' - s

MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:

(< y  •

CHAIRMAN

S 60 (Rev. 12/78)
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POSITION PAPER 
SENATE BILL NO. 106

"An Act making a s p e c i a l  a p p rop r i a t i o n  f o r  the ope ra t ions  o f  the Alaska Native 
Ch i ld  We l fa re  Task Force ;  and p rov id ing  f o r  an e f f e c t i v e  d a te . "
The Department of  Hea l th and S o c ia l  Se rv ices  i s  in support o f  Senate B i l l  No. 106, 
making a s p ec i a l  a p p rop r ia t i o n  f o r  the ope ra t ion  o f  the Alaska Native Ch i ld  Wel­
f a r e  Task Force .  The Ind ian  Chi ld  We l fa re  Act imposes s i g n i f i c a n t  and f a r - r e a c h ­
ing changes in  ope ra t ions  f o r  c o u r t s ,  a t t o r n e y s ,  and agencies p lac ing  c h i l d r e n  in 
e i t h e r  f o s t e r  care o r  adopt ion .  A task f o rce  to study the v a r i ou s  issues  concern­
ing c h i l d  w e l fa r e  se rv ic e s  f o r  Alaskan Nat ives would be very va luab le  in  terms 
o f  f u tu re  planning and p o l i c y  development. The Department would be pleased to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in such a task f o rce .
Department o f  Heal th and S o c ia l  Se rv ices  i s  in support o f  Senate B i l l  No. 106.

RECOMMENDED BY:

DATE:

APPROVED BY:

Jrtnn R. Pugh, D i r e c t o r  
k l v i s l on  o f  Fnm/ly and 

Youth Serv ices

DATE:

Helen D. Be l me 
Commissioner
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T H E  LEGISLATURE O F  1 'IE STATE O F  A L A S K A  
TWELFTH LECLSLATURE

FISCAL n o  IE

I. REQUEST
Bill/Resolution No, Spnat.p B i l l No. 100
Title Spec ia l a p p ro p r ia t io n  fo r ope ra tio n s o f the Alaska N a tive C h ild W elfare Task Force 
Requested by________________________________________________________ Date_______________________

II. FISCAL DETAIL 
Agency Affected Department of Health » Social Services
Program Category Affected,
BRU, Program, or Subprogram^) Affected.
i Note: If more than one budget component is affected, separate liue-itcm amounts ai d funding for each 

component in the analysis section.)
I XPENDITIJRI S (Thousands o f Dollars)

EY 81 I Y B2 PY 8 3 EY 04 FY 85 F Y 8 G

100 PERSO N A E  SERVICES -0- . -o- -0- r .n - _ - i -0-
:0() T R A V E L -0- :0 - -0- -0- -0- -0-
300 C O N T R A C T U A L -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

-0- -0- -0- -0- - f j - _  _ . -0-
500 EQUIPMENT -0- -0- -0- -0- -n- -n-
000 I AND & S TRUCTURES -0- -0- -0- -o - -n- -n-
700 G R A M S .  CLAIMS. I IC, -0- . -<J- -0 - -Q- -0- -0-

T O T A L -n- -0- -0- -0- -n- -0-

I• LJNI)IN<i ('thousands ol Dollars)

GENI UAL FUND -0- . -Dr -0- -Q- _ -n- _ -0-
ELD ER  A I FUNDS -Q- -0- -0- -0- _-Qr . -0-
O i l I I  R (Spentv Fund Source) -0 - -0- -0- t Q- .. . -o-

POSH IONS 

E U I I  IIM I -0- -0- -0- -0 - -0- -n-
P A R I IIM I -0- -0- -u- -0- -0- -n- _
IKM IW BA KY . . . - J t ____ -0-_. -Q- -fl- . . . -n- . _

III. VNALYSIS (See I iscal Note Preparation Instructions. Section III)

Senate Bill No. 106 has no fiscal Impact on the 
Department of Health and Social Services.

IV. DATE. J I’RI PARED BY 
AGENCY D lv H ip T .f l f  l a o i i  
p h o n e  466-aw nOngnul Legislative Finance 

cc; Uudeet and Management
Prune Sponvir t l ust legislator Named) Approval

r

_  a i ia J L  P u a lu JJ j re c to r 
ces

■t :i.a Date A A l

} }  001 (Rev 1 2 / 4 0



ALASKA NATIVE CHILD WELFARE TASK FORCE 

STATEMENT AND GOALS

Statement

The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force is a state-wide effort to advocate/ 
assist Alaskan Natives/American Indians to ensure that the intent of the Indian 
Child Welfare Law is implemented.

1. Monitoring/evaluating child placements.

2. Education.
a) Alaskan Natives
b) Native Organizations
c) Other Agencies involved in child placements

/

3. Recruiting Native Adoption/Foster Homes.

4. Lobbying for state/federal legislation in the area of child welfnr-.

Goals

1. Legislative Activity

Keeping up with legislative activity, reporting to Task Force and bringing 
copies of the various bills for Task Force Neither s.

2. Training/Kdueat ion

Developing training for tlw Regions so they in turn can train conrnnlties 
in their area.

3. Task Force In format ion

This is the responsibility of all Task Force Menixirs. If you are a^-are of 
speakers/agencies to share information with us at our meetings (exanple - 
Adoption, Foster,Care. Legislator, etc.) suhmit a written statement to the 
Chairperson regarding their presentation - what infojnutiou they'll share 
with us and also hand ouls if possible, or call; but, this must be done at 
least two weeks prior to the rreeting date. This wTIl give the Chairperson 
an opixirtuiity to put it ai the agenda. Tlie agenda will be sent’out two 
weeks be*fore tlie meeting elite.

4. 1*01)110 Hclatlons/Meni>orship Drive

Spreading informal..cm al)out our Task Force (radio spots, Television, news­
papers, etc.) and recruiting more members.

b . Clearing House o f In format i m

Indian Child Wilfnre rcaiUng materials, books, bibliographies, etc. will he 
cenliailzed in one location and available for our T.isk Force members to use.



Briefing Statement

R e : Al aska Native C h i l d  Welfare
Task Force

I . The Indian C h i l d  Welfare Act

The Indian C h i l d  Welfare Act (ICWA), Public Law 95-608, is a federal
law e n a c t e d  by Congress on May 8, 1978. The Act was p a ssed  in r e­
sponse to the testimony of m a n y  Indian and non- I n d i a n  people who were 
a p p a l l e d  at the extreme  n u m b e r  of Indian children who were pl aced in 
no n - I n d i a n  foster and adoptive homes. The testimony r e v ealed that 
these large n u m b e r  of placements were w i t h o u t  regard for p re serving 
the child's identit y and culture were a significant cause of the 
breakdown o f  Indian families and tribes.

Thereby, the Act was p a s s e d  to protect the integrity of Indian fami­
lies and to h e l p  ensure that Indian children w h o  are p l aced in a d o p­
tive or foster care homes continue to live in their natural cultural 
environment. The ICWA establishes  n a t i o n a l  standards w h i c h  state 
courts must follow before Indian children can be r e moved  from their 
parents or Indian custodians.

The iverall spirit and intent of the Act is to protect the best i n t e r­
ests of Indian children and to promote the s tability and security of 
Indian tribes a n d  families.

Title II of the Indian Child Welfare Act authorizes the Secreta ry of 
the Interior to make grants o Indian Tribes and organizations. D u r­
ing the fiscal year 1980, $5.5 m i llion was a p p r o p r i a t e d  on a national 
level. Fourteen (14) Native agencies in A laska r eceived funding for 
a child and family p r ogram for r.he 1980 ICWA Grant Year, which went 
from June 1980 to Marr h 31, 19bl. The Alaska Native agencies include: 
the A l e u t i a n  -Pribiiof Islands Association; the Admir a l i t y  Citizens 
Council, Inc.; the Bristol Bay Native Association; Central Council 
Tlingit  and Haid a Indian Tribes of Alaska; Copper River Native A s s o c i­
ation; Kodiak Area Native Association; Kotzebue IRA Council; Mauneluk 
Association; M e t l a k a t l a  Indian Community; North Pacific Rim; Sitka 
Co m m unity Association; T a n a n a  Chiefs Conference and the U nited Crow 
Band of Alaska.

I I . Alaska State Legislation C oncerning the Indian C h i l d  Welfare Act

During the Eleventh  Legislature - s econd session (1980), Tlingit and 
Haida Central Council was instrumental in w o r k i n g  with Rep resentative 
Duncan in formulating House Concurrent Resolution No. 43 to the Alaska 
State Legislature; and very involved in developing and o r g a n i z i n g  the 
joint h e a r i n g s  that p e r t a ined to this bill and the J u n e a u  White House 
Confer ence on families that was h e l d  on February 23, 1980.

Hie House Concu rrent Resol u t i o n  No. 43 did pass the legislature, there 
by, the A laska Department of Health and Social Services and the court 
s y ste m were to p r o mpt ly take steps n e c e ssar y to cooperate in the 
implementation of the ICWA in Alaska.



The J u n e a u  White House Conference on Families of F e b ruary 1980, 
c e n t ered a r o u n d  the issues that are impacting the s t a b il ity and 
s ecurity of families in Juneau. The people w h o  p r o v i d e d  testimony 
spoke to u p h o l d i n g  the traditional vie w of the family, to b r i nging 
G od back into the home and schools and to getting rid of g o v e r n m e n­
tal int erference in the family. The w r i t t e n  testimony was more 
liberal in e x p r e s s i n g  a n e e d  to pass such issues as ElLA, gay rights, 
freedom to choose abortion, and the acceptance of the "r.on-Tradi- 
tional family". A  report r eflectin g the conclusions and r e c o m m e n d a­
tions from the hearings was prepared  by the S t e e r i n g  Committee Members.

I I I . The Alaska Native Child Welfare Task Force

In the F a l 1 of 1979 representativ es from several A l a s k a  Native Human 
Services Programs m o v e d  to organize an ICWA Task Forece. The r e p r e­
sentatives from these programs p a r t i c i p a t e d  in the formulation of the 
Task Force concept and movem ent towards organi z a t i o n  of the group.
The Task Force s u b m itted before the 1979 A laska Federation of Natives 
Conven tion a resolution to seek their endor s e m e n t  * n d  support.

The r esolution did pass, whereby, the Alaska Federat ion of Natives 
offici a l l y  s a n c t i o n e d  the Alaska Native C h i l d  Welf are Tas c Force. Tne 
Alaska Native C hild Welfare Task Force is a state-wi de effort to a d­
vocate and to assist A l a skan Natives and Amercian Indian? in the i m p l e­
men t ation of Lhe Indian Child Welfare Act, P.L. 95-608. The objectives 
of the Task Force are:

(1) To a c t ively participate in Lhe formalization, e tablishment, and 
review of policies in order to s a f e g u a r d  the spirit and intent of 
the Indian Child Welfare Act;

(2) To serve as an advocate on Indian Child Welfare issues in the c o m­
munity, state and n a t io nal levels of the government;

(3) To provide educ ational and training programs on the ICWA and 
related subjects to Alaskan Natives, Native Organizations, ami 
other agencies who provide s vices to Native children and f a m i­
lies; and

(A) To serve as a clearing house of information on the Indian C hild 
Welfare  Act and related subject matter, whereby, material, books, 
films will be available for ut ilization by the Task Force members.

During this past year (1980) the Task Force m e m b e r s h i p  has been c o m­
prised of Cook Inlet Native Association staff and  repres entation from 
the ICWA grantees who could cover the expen ses for staff travel.

Over the past year (1980) the Task Force has a s s u m e d  an informational 
sharing focus in repsecto to addressin g Issues conc erning i m p l e m e n t a­
tion of the Act in Alaska and the ICWA grant application process.

•

IV. Development o f  Senate hills 105 an d 106

During the general Task Force m e e t i n g  at (he 1980 A l a s k a  Federation 
of N a t i v e s C o n v e n t i o n  in Anchorage, the existing. Task Force m e m b e r s h i p  
identified the n e e d  to formerly org anize the Task F o r e  a n d  to secure 
a funding base.



The purpose of organzing the e x i s t i n g  Task Force is in order to 
ensure statew ide r epres e n t a t i o n  of the Native agencies. A n d  in 
order to pursue the Task Force objective s there is a n e e d  for a 
funding base from w h i c h  to work.


	SHES12 SB 106



