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COMMITTEE REPORT 

SENATE

1

4/12/82 FURTHER: • andt m.ance

Mr. President: HEALTH, EDUCATION &
_, _ _ SOCIAL SERVICES
The Committee on __________

Date

has had CSii£ ®12<Fin)
making a special appropriation to tbe Dept. of Education to enable, 
freshmen to attend Mount Edgecumbe High School

under consideration and (a majority of the committee) (the committee) 
reports it back with the following recommendations:

t y ]

[ i

[ > 0

[)<] 

[ i

[ i

do pass [ ] do not pass

do pass with attached amendments(s )

replace with CS for ______________________________

and recommends

[ ] same title
[xi] new title

AND attaches a "Letter of Intent" [ ] New Fiscal Note

reports it back without recommendation

referred to the Committee
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MEMBERS HAVING 
OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS:
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CHAIRMAN
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CS for Senate Concurrent Resolution 55

B E I T  RESO LVED  BY TH E L E G IS L A T U R E  OF THE S T A T E  O F A L A SK A :

WHEREAS the Mount Edgecumbe High School has provided a 
source of secondary education for many Alaskans since 1947; and 

WHEREAS the Mount Edgecumbe High School has provided a 
quality education for its students; and

WHEREAS the federal government will close the Mount 
Edgecumbe High School at the termination of the 1982-83 school 
year;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on the Status of Mount Edgecumbe High 
School is created to study the conditions under which the 
Mount Edgacumbe High School could bg ̂ operated -by- fehe—stated 
and other options, including but not limited to “ a prep school 
for college bound students, a leadership academy for outstanding 
students and a vocational skills center. All options studied 
shall include cost estimates for facility upgrade and operations; 
and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Blue Ribbon Commission on the 
Status of Mount Edgecumbe High School shall consist of two 
members to be appointed by the President of the Senate, one of 
whom shall be a member of the Legislature and one of whom shall 
be a public member representing the Regional Education Attendance 
Areas; two members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, one of whom shall be a member of the 
Legislature and one of whom shall be a public member representing 
the Pugional Education Attendance Areas; two members to be 
appointed by the Governor, onp of whom shall be the mayor of the 
city and borough of Sitka or/hire designee; and one member to be 
appointed by the State Board1 of Education; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVE'.D that the Blue Ribbon Commission on the 
Status of Mount Edgecumbe High School shall report its 
recommendations to the Legislature by the 45th day of the First 
Session of the Thirteenth /Legislature.
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

POUCH Y - STATE CAPITOL 

JUNEAU ALASKA 99811 

907-465*3800

M E M O R A N D U M L Aprf 15, 1982

SUBJECT: Freshman class at Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School (CSHB 812 (Finance))

V TO: Senator Charles H. Parr 
Chairman, Senate Health, Education 
and Social Services Committee

FROM: Richard A. Bradley 
Legislative Counsel •*— 7

Nancy Dietrick has asked that I comment on the policy 
implications involved in the implementation of CSHB 812 
(Finance) aa well as the constitutional problems involved in 
the grant of funds to a program in which racial qualifications 
for participation appear to exist.

While the Alaska Constitution frowns on the addition of sub­
stantive language to an appropriation act (see Article II,
Sec. 13), the directions to the executive in Sec. 1 of the 
bill are rather thin. "The sum of $1,000,000 is appropriated 
from the general fund to the Department of Education to be 
used to enable freshmen to attend Mount Edgecumbe High School 
during the school year beginning in 1982". The legislature 
has provided no direction to the commissioner of education 
or the Board of Education for their use in the expenditure 
of the funds. Presumably, there is an implicit condition 
that the funds are not to be spent if freshmen are not 
admitted. Other aspects of the question are not treated. I
assume the Department of Education would be prudent to offer
the funds to the Department of the Interior only on the 
execution of an agreement between the department and 
Interior that achie\~d the general goals of the legislation.
The second aspect of the question is more troublesome. It 
has been consistently the advice of this office and, I 
believe, the advice of the Department of Law that the 
provisions of the U.S. Constitution and its .amendments and



Senator Charles H. Parr 
Page 2
April 15, 1982

the provisions of Article I, Secs. 1, 3, and 7 of the Alaska 
Constitution established substantial problems for a state 
program where participation in the program has qualifications 
based on race.

The provisions of Article I, Sec. 3, for example, provide:

No person is to be denied the enjoyment of any civil or 
political right because of race, . . .

I consider it unarguable that admission to an education is a 
civil right. Hootch v. Alaska State Operated School System,
536 P.2d 793 (1975). And while Hootch conceded that the 
methods chosen by the state to provide the education did not 
need to be identical for all students, 536 P.2d at 803, no 
part of the opinion suggests that the basis for the 
differential treatment could be racial.
I understand that there are no students in Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School who are not Native. I assume that this result 
occurs because the Bureau of Indian Affairs as the adminis­
trator of the school has adopted status as an Alaska Native 
as a qualification for admission.

I make this point only because I havp understood that the 
other Bureau schools in Alaska, while unarguably established 
because of the need to educate Native members of the 
particular community, have typically educated any person 
resident in that community, regardless of the ethnic 
definition of that person. To that extent, the BIA village 
schools are a species of the neighborhood school and 
admission is not racially defined.

It is clear that a withdrawal by the Interior Department 
from education of Natives in Alaska will force the state and 
its school districts or regional educational attendance 
areas to assume the education of the individuals no longer 
attending BIA schools.
To that extent, the e x p e n d i t u r e  of the funds by the state to 
facilitate the admission of i. a freshman class to Mt. Edgecumbe 
is an expenditure for a state purpose. That is, if the legis­
lature does not assist in the Mt. Edgecumbe program, it will 
need to address other solutions to the unarguable need to 
educate the students in question.
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But I am troubled by the disparate treatment that seems to 
result from this expenditure. If the legislature makes an 
appropriation for the aid of high school students from the 
rural areas of Alaska who do not have day schools available 
to them, no constitutional violation occurs even if all of 
the beneficiaries of the appropriation happen to be Native 
Alaskans, simply because it is the members of the Native 
community who live in the more rural areas of the state 
where day schools are not available. In such a situation, 
there has been no structured approach to a solution which 
treats the Native and the non-Native separately as members 
of discrete groups.

But as I understand the situation at Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School, the selection process focuses on students who 
qualify as Alaska Natives and it may be that a measurable 
portion of the existing student body at Mt. Edgecumbe is not 
from rural Alaska communities where there are no secondary 
schools.

I assume that it is fair to conclude that attendance at a 
boarding school is to some measurable extent more beneficial 
to the student than education by means of correspondence for 
those students who have no high school available to them. 
Therefore, a certain number of the members of the community 
eligible for admission to Mt. Edgecumbe are preferred over 
high school students whose only option is education by means 
of correspondence.

I believe that this separate treatment is the essence of the 
constitutional problem with the appropriation for the incoming 
freshman class at Mt. Edgecumbe High School. The assumption 
that there is a problem relies on the assumptions suggested 
in this memorandum. Given these premises, I do not know 
what conditions the Department of Education might establish 
for the grant of funding to the operation of the Mt. Edgecumbe 
freshman class. I believe that it might be possible for the 
department to deal with the problem and perhaps avoid the 
problems suggested in this memorandum.

If I may assist further, please advise.
RAB:ljb
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POUCH H 01
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

PHONE:

465-3030 
(FW-1)

DOCUMENT NO. 144-82

The Honorable Charles H.Parr 
The Legislature 
State Capitol, Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

I have been asked to comment on the proposed use of the Mount Edgecumbe 
School as a minimum security jail. The issues concerned with selecting a 
site and structure for such a use are many.

The location should be one that provides opportunities for inmates to live 
in an unconfined atmosphere. Such things as perimeter security are non­
existent. The inmate could walk away from a minimum security prison if he 
so desired. Of course, the population of minimum security prisons is carefully 
selected and consists of prisoners who are adjusting to pre-release conditions. 
Also, prisoners whose remaining sentences are of short duration. Most minimum 
facility locations are in populated areas and the desirability of such close 
interaction between prisoners and the general population is questioned by 
many. Ultimately, tne surrounding community will have much to say a^out 
such a location.

Ordinarily, the acreage associated with a minimum security prison would be 
sufficient to allow cutdoor activities. Often this would include farming.
Another locational factor has to do with proximity of inmates to their communities 
and families. Their re-entry to normal life will be benefited by their 
ability to have close communications. This factor generally means that such 
prisons should be near populous areas. Most inmates who would qualify for 
this type of placement would not be from Sitka or Southeast Alaska. Trans­
portation alone can become a cost and logistical concern.

The structural uses needed for minimum security facilities can be categorized 
as housing, program, and administrative. These requirements are usually 
met by a number of structures which may be tied together by a service core.
The structures involve different space requirements with plumbing, wiring, 
and mechanical systems designed for each. These requirements can be more 
easily met, and usually at a lesser cost in new buildings rather than through 
renovation. Our estimates for the renovation of existing buildings to prison 
configurations are generally high compared to new construction costs. Also, 
efficient space utilization is often difficult to achieve in building 
renovation.
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The great need for bed space at this time is not in minimum custody space, 
but for close and maximum security classifications. It is most unlikely 
that the school could be effectively utilized for a close or maximum 
security prison.

At this time it is not possible for me to evaluate the suitability of the 
Edgecumbe School as a minimum security prison. However, before the end 
of April members of my staff and Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities parsonnel will visit the site to gether specific information 
concerning the site, building floor plans, and structural and mechanical 
conditions. However, many of the issues that would be addressed” have been 
identified in tnis letter.

The initial reaction of my staff to the idea that the school could be renovated 
is one of doubt.

Please let me know if I can be of any further help. My staff and I are 
prepared to work with you to provide a sound prison system for the State of 
Alaska at the least cost possible.

Sincerely,

Qj3eit~t
Helen D. Beirne 
Commissioner
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April 28, 1982

LEXTER OF INTENT 
\  ON

COMMITTEE SUBSjffTUTE (HESS) For HB

The Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee, 
in forwarding HB 812, is not taking any position on the 
issue of state operation of the Mount Edgecumbe High School. 
This decision should be made by the Legislature after 
receipt of the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission 
on the status of Mount Edgecumbe High School.

It is the intend of the Senate HESS Committee that the 
Department of Education shall, in administering the 
appropriation for the freshman class, allow school districts 
to select students to the maximum extent possible.

Senator Charles H . Parr 
Chairman



April 7, 1982

REPORT OF THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE ON 

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL, SITKA, ALASKA

Introduction: The federal government has notified the state
that Mt. Edgecumbe High School will be closed after the 
1962-1983 school year. As a preparatory step, the school 
has been told not to en'ioll any first-year students in that 
year. A number of persons have suggested that the state 
take over the school.
To inform its members and the Senate at large, the Senate 
Health, Education and Social Services Committee, (as well as 
Senator Eliason and Representative Grussendorf) visited the 
school on March 18, 1982. All buildings associated with the 
educational program, including dormitories, were toured.
The Committee met with administrators, staff members and 
counselors and later with student representatives. Mr.
Leroy Demmert, the superintendent, was very cooperative. In 
response to a previous letter he had much written 
information ready and together with his staff supplied 
additional information on the spot.

The Senate HESS Committee received a petition sioned by 183 
students, and 51 letters in support of the continuation of 
Mt. Edgecumbe. Discussion with scedent leaders revealed 
many reasons, similar to those noted by all students, for 
attending the school, as well as a desire to complete their 
education in the place of their choice with the option open 
for their younger siblings in the future.

Facility: The school, a Wcrld War II naval station, is a
large complex of buildings which include several classroom 
structures, two dormitories and two hangars converted into a 
double gymnasium and a vocational training area (including 
wood shop, sheet metal, welding and auto mechanics).

Because the complex is so large and requires operation of 
utilities for the whole island (provided on a contractual 
basis with the PHS hospital), there are significant demands 
on human and financial resources. The high cost of 
operation and maintenance spawned the Comprehensive 
Consolidation Plan drafted by the B.I.A. in 1980. The plan 
reduced the size of the installation and the operational 
cost through elimination of staff housing and road 
maintenance. Part of this area has been conveyed to the 
Shee Aitka and plans are underway for the development of a 
new boat harbor near the school.



Although the structures are dated, they appear to be well 
maintained. Mt. Edgecumbe has been eliminated for several 
years from federal funding for structural upgrading. An 
evaluation of the facility, completed in 1979 by the B.I.A., 
recommends over $23 million (in 1982 dollars) to bring the 
buildings included in the consolidation plan up to fire and 
life/safety codes.

Personnel and Curriculum: Staff has been decreased in
recent years. There are now 135 total employees in 
education and facility management, most of them local hire.. 
The B.I.A. predicts no federal opportunities for rehire for 
these employees due to massive personnel cut-backs 
r.ati nwide. Educational staff, if hired by the state, bring 
5 years B.I.A. service under the state retirement plan.

The svaff members who met with the Committee gave an 
impressive overview of the school. In addition to required 
educational programs, the school offers art, music, Alaska 
5nr" nat:?ve studies, business education, psychology, 
v ,.i i and socialization, audio-visual training and 
/̂.•atioi. education.

A significant factor at the boarding school is an atmosphere 
demanding responsibility and self control. Adult staff are 
available on a 24 hour basis and counselors work with the 
students in an ongoing basis to de-emphasize cultural 
differences, improve socialization skills and encourage 
healthy living habits. Alcohol., and drug problems do occur, 
bnt the resources are available to deal with these areas, 
and the variety of recreational oppoi ..unities supply 
alternatives for the student's energy.

Students: The student population of Mt. Edgecumbe
represents a variety of urban and rural settings, with 
heaviest enrollments from the northern and southcentral 
parts of the state. Nearly half of the school's students 
come from the Bethel area. Enrollment now is 323 students.

A 1980 survey indicated that half of the MEHS students come 
from villages where there is no high school, or only a 
partial school that does not include their grade level.

Parents and students have indicated their reasons for 
attending Mt. Edgecumbe as: isolation at home,
socialization, more curriculum opportunities coupled with a 
competitive atmosphere and academic achievements. Also 
noted was a perception of easier access to alcohol and drugs 
at home, as well as discrimination in local public schools. 
Many students also come from families whose past generations 
have attended Mt. Edgecumbe, and view the school as a 
tradition.

- 2 -



As noted by Judith Kleinfield, Institute of Social &
Economic Research, UAF, the success rate of MEHS graduates 
in higher education is 50%, compared to 31% for local 
schools. This may, however, indicate that students with 
academic aspirations are more likely to apply to MEHS.

Budget: The Mt. Edgecumbe budget for 1982 is $6,315,751
($2,795,451 for education and $3,520,300 for facility 
management) for a cost of $19,503 for each of the 323 
students. Included in this budget is cost of travel from 
home to school and back, and for emergency trips.
The requested budget for 82/83 is $3,565,400, reflecting 
close-out year operational costs and reduced enrollment 
through the elimination of the freshman class.

Considerations: According to federal policy, the Department
of the Interior must insure that Alaska Native entities 
exercise self-control in all aspects of the education 
process. Alaska natives have the right to elect to close 
Mt. Edgecumbe or contract for B.I.A. services.

25 CFR Part 31a.4, "the Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs through the Director shall...(3) ensure that 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise 
self determination and control in planning, priority 
setting, development, management, operation, staffing and 
evaluation in all aspects of the education process".

However, the decision to close.Mt. Edgecumbe was made in the 
absence cf Native participation and has b e e n  interpreted by 
some as indicating a termination of the federal-Native 
relationship. Some entities have already agreed to this 
termination through notification of the turnover of local 
schools to the state.

Senator Stevens had scheduled a hearing before the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on March 19 "...to determine what
the plans are for an orderly transition and for upgrading 
and repair of the facilities." Due to the Senator's 
illnesu, this meeting was cancelled. It has been 
rescheduled for April 29, 1982.

Naturally, more attention is centered on the future of the 
day schools since the two options offered the state will 
close most, if not all of the schools, following the 1981/82 
school year. (Note: 10 of the day schools have already
notified the Department of Education of their intention to 
transfer to the state school system).

A March 25th letter from Governor Hammond to the Dept, of 
the Interior rejected both options offered the state 
concerning the 37 day schools because they do not address 
the policy issue of Native involvement in the transfer, and 
because the proposals do not allow sufficient transition 
time or provide reasonable resources.

- 3-



If Mt. Edgecumbe were closed the small increase of•students 
to the various village schools would not generate sufficient 
revenue to provide variation and curriculum expansion in 
local schools in any way equal to MEHS.

The B.I.A. has indicated that the Off-Reservation Boarding 
School study suggested negotiating, through the state and 
appropriate native groups, the absorption of students by 
other alternatives. B.I.A. documents show the state 
boarding school program, as the only option for Mt.
Edgecumbe students, while acknowledging that some enrollees 
are drop outs from the state program, and that the Alaska 
Native Education Association study showed a 66% drop out 
rare for native students in public schools. In addition, 
evidence has shown that native students who transfer from 
Anchorage schools do not graduate from any other school in 
the state. Students indi'.ating an inability to cope with 
the public school system and hiving social reasons for 
attendance at Mt. Edgecumbe also have the state boarding 
school option.

Significant panning time would be required to accomplish 
the transition and allow placement for the students in the 
state boarding school program.

The local economy in Sitka is clearly dependent on the 
federal installation at Mt. Edgecumbe. Through all sources, 
the school furnishes at least $5 million to the local 
economy, while employing many of its citizens whose children 
have a significant impact on the school w s f p m . The Sitka 
city-borough owns the utilities, which are operated on 
contract by Mt. Edgecumbe High School. This situation in 
utilities allows Sitka to hold down costs to all citizens 
with rate structures based on continued consumption of the 
school. Closure of the boarding school will ultimately 
affect Sitkans in innumerable ways not immediately evident.

What will become of Mt. Edgecumbe property should the school 
find no other resources is uncertain. Ownership is with the 
Indian Health Service, but disposal would occur through the 
Bureau of Land Management, presumably following a method 
giving federal agencies first priority and then Native 
organizations.

Although considerable negotiation for turning the 37 B.I.A. 
day schools over the the Department of Education has 
occurred in the past year, little discussion over the future 
of Mt. Edgecumbe has been included. Uncertainty over the 
school’s continuance has been blamed for decreasing 
enrollments. At this time, no freshmen will be admitted 
this fall, with closure certain to follow the termination of 
the 1982/83 school year.

- 4-



Legal opinion offered this Committee by Legislative counsel 
suggests that the school could be limited to rural students 
although non-native exclusion would clearly violate the 
state constitution.

Options;

• 1. Closure.

2. State operation as

a. boarding high school for students from rural 
areas (e.g., places with less than 500/1,000 
people), or

b. boarding high school for students from areas 
where there is no school through 12th grade, 
or when the Department of Education has 
certified that the local high school is 
inadequate, or

c. boarding prep school for inadequately prepared 
college-bound high school graduates, or

d. leadership academy for outstanding high school 
seniors.

e. boarding home, with students attending Sitka 
schools.

3. State contract with one or more Alaska Native 
organizations to operate the school as in 2 a-d.

4. Convert to vocational education facility, along 
lines of Seward Skill Center.

5. Convert to minimum security prison.

6. Transfer ownership to Sitka City-Borough.

The Committee recommends that these, and other options, be 
considered by the Legislature giving special attention to 
the impact of each on the community of Sitka. It is further 
recommended that the Legislative Council prepare legislation 
for the pre-filing in the 1983 session in order that 
expeditious action can be taken well in advance of Federal 
termination of the facility.

- 5-
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cc: To all State Legislators

Enclosures to:

Senate President 
HESS Committee Members 
Senator Eliason 
Governor's Office 
Representative Grussendorf

Enclosures:

Committee letter to Mt. Edgecumbe Superintendent. 
Legal opinion.
Mt. Edgecumbe program, budget & student 
information.
UAF, Institute of Social and Economic Research 
higher education for rural students.
Position statement from City of Sitka.
Newsletter article from Senator Stevens.
Letter to Gov. Hammond from Dept, of the interior. 
News release from Gov. Hammond.
B.I.A. Comprehensive Consolidation Plan.



Alaska B>tate fogtslatttre WHILE IN SESSION 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3706

House o f Representatives

Albert P. Adams
Chairman 

Committee on Finance 
April , 1982

A N C H O R A G E  OFFICE 
1024 W. 6th Avenue 

A nchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-0615

Official Business

The Honorable Charlie Parr 
Alaska State Senate

H O M E  - D ISTRICT 21 
P.O . Box 271 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3320

Dear Senator Parr;
I recently received a copy of the Senate HealthEducation 
and Social Services Committee's report on Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School. The report is generally good, but I would like to 
suggest one correction at this time. The Report gives an 
average operating cost per student of $19,503 for this 
school year. This figure is based on a budget of $6,315,751, 
and a current studen-’ population of 323. Since some attri­
tion occurs during the school year, it would be more accurate 
to use an average student population for the whole year. 
According to Leroy Demmert, Superintendent of Mt. Edgecumbe,
360 is a good average for the current school year. Using 
this figure, the cost per student would be $17,500.

I would also like to point out that Mt. Edgecumbefs consolida­
tion/renovation plan would reduce operating costs considerably. 
The energy efficiency of the buildings would be improved, 
and the number of buildings would be reduced by combining 
more functions in the renovated buildings. Following imple­
mentation of the plan, Mt. Edgecumbe would be able to accom­
odate 500 students at an average annual cost of $10,400 per 
student (1982 dollars). Approximately 857» of Mt. Edgecumbe's 
students come from areas served by REAA's, which had an 
average annual cost per student of $9,261 in FY 81. Hence,
Mt. Edgecumbe's cost of providing a quality education to 
rural students would be close to the mean. Considering that 
Mt. Edgecumbe is a boarding school which must provide travel, 
housing and supervision 7 days a week, its cost per student 
would compare very favorably with the costs of other high 
schools serving rural students.

If Mt. EdgecuL.be were to be aquired by the State of Alaska, 
the state should negotiate with the federal government to 
receive the surplus land and buildirgs associated with the 
school. The proceeds from their sale could then be used to 
defray the capital costs involved in the consolidation/reno­
vation plan.

Although the federal government established Mt. Edgecumbe to 
provide education for Alaskan Natives, if the state were to 
acquire Mt. Edgecumbe, this racial criterion could not be 
used in determining student eligibility. The question then 
becomes, should the state continue tc make this unique 
educational environment available to Alaska's students.



Senator Parr 
April 8, 1982 
Page 2

I urge you to schedule Senate Bill 844, which would create 
the Mt. Edgecumbe Regional Education Attendance Area, for a 
hearing in your committee as soon as possible. At this 
point, Mt. Edgecumbe is expected to operate for one more 
school year, but without a freshman class. It behooves the 
Alaska Legislature to make a decision on this issue this 
year, so that if the state decides to operate Mt. Edgecumbe, 
the school can avoid planning for shut down, and begin 
planning their future instead.

Sincerely..

House Finance Committee Mt. Edgecumbe Task Force

Bette Cato, Chair

House of^Representatives House Rules Committee

House of Representatives House of Representatives
cc: Senator Terry Stimson

Senator Mike Colletta 
Senator Vic Fischer 
Senator Tim Kelly

APA/wlr



BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS the Mount Edgecumbe High School has provided a 

source of secondary education for many Alaskans since 1947; and 
WHEREAS the Mount Edgecumbe High School has provided a 

quality education for its students; and
WHEREAS the federal government will close the Mount 

Edgecumbe High School at the termination of the 1982-83 school 
year;

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on the Status of Mount Edgecumbe High 
School is created to study the conditions under which the 
Mount Edgecumbe High School could be operated by—the^tate', 
and other options, including but not limited to: a prep school 
for college bound students, a leadership academy for outstanding 
students and a vocational skills center. • All options studied 
shall include cost estimates for facility upgrade and operations; 
and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Blue Ribbon Commission on the 
Status of Mount Edgecumbe High School shall consist of two 
members to be appointed by the President of the Senate, one of 
whom shall be a member of the Legislature and one of whom shall 
be a public member representing the Regional Education Attendance 
Areas; two members shall be appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, one of whom shall be a member of the 
Legislature and one of whom shall be a public member representing 
the Regional Education Attendance Areas; two members to be
appointed by the Governor, one of whom shall be the mayor of the
city and borough of Sitka or hi-S| desiqnee; and one member- to be
appointed by the State Board of Education; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the/ Blue Ribbon Commission on the 
Status of Mount Edgecumbe High S.bhool shall report its 
recommendations to the Legislature by the 45th day of the First 
Session of the Thirteenth Legislature. ,

<v\
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Officii! Business

Alaska State Legislature

April 28, 1982 

LETTER OF INTENT
ON

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE (HESS) For HB 812

The Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee, 
in forwarding HB 812, is not taking any position on the 
issue of state operation of the Mount Edgecumbe High School. 
This decision should be made by the Legislature after 
receipt of the recommendations of the Blue Ribbon Commission 
on the status of Mount Edgecumbe High School.

It is the intent of the Senate HESS Committee that the 
Department of Education shall, in administering the 
appropriation for the freshman class, allow school districts 
to select students to the maximum extent possible.

Senator Charles H. Parr 
Chairman



MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 1931-82

MY NAME IS BENNY STEVENS* I AM A JUNIOR AT MT. EDGECUMBE H IG H  SCHOOL.

I AM SPEAKING TO YOU TONIGHT FROM THE STUDENTS' STANDPOINT. THANK 

YOU FOR GIVING ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE WITH YOU THE REASONS 

WHY I FEEL MT. EDGECUMBE IS NEEDED.

MANY OF THE VILLAGES, LIKE MY OWN, STEVENS VILLAGE, ARE VERY SMALL 

AND HIGH SCHOOLS BUILT IN THESE VILLAGES WOULD EE INADEQUATE IN PRO­

VIDING THE QUALITY EDUCATION THAT MT. EDGECUMBE PROVIDES. IT IS 

VERY DIFFICULT FOR ONE OR TWO TEACHERS TO TEACH ALL THE SUBJECTS 

THAT THE AVERAGE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT HAS TO KNOW TO EQUIP THEM TO 

BE SUCCESSFUL IN LIFE OR TO PREPARE THEM TO BENEFIT THE MOST FROM 

A COLLEGE EDUCATION.

WITHOUT TRAVELING TO DIFFERENT AREAS OF ALASKA, HOW Al WE SUPPOSED 

TO LEARN ABOUT DIFFERENT PEOPLE AND CULTURES? IF'WE ARE EXPOSED TO 

ONLY A FEW PEOPLE WHO WE KNOW VERY WELL OR ARE RELATED TO IT IS 

TOTALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO EXPECT US TO ASSUME POSITIONS AS FUTURE 

LEADERS WHO WILL BE ABLE TO MEET AND DEAL WITH DIFFERENT .EOPLE.

IT IS GOOD TO HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND LEARN ABOUT OTHER 

PEOPLE AND THEIR CULTURES AND THIS IS ONE OF THE DEFINITE ADVANTAGES 

OF MT. EDGECUMBE. ANOTHER MAJOR ADVANTAGE OF MT. EDGECUMBE IS THAT 

THE SCHOOL IS ABLE TO MEET THE NEEDS OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL* FOR EXAMPLE, 

IF A STUDENT IS BEHIND OR IS NOT CAPABLE OF THE WORK THAT HIS CLASS 

IS DOING, HE WILL BE PUT IN A REMEDIAL CLASS. OR ifr A STUDENT IS AT A 

HIGHER LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT, ADVANCED CLASSES ARE PROVIDED— EVEN 

C O L L E G E  CLASSES IN SOME INSTANCE. STILL ANOTHER MAJOR ADVANTAGE IS 

THAT AT MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENTS ARE ON TIME & ATTEND ALL CLASSES BECAUSE 

THE POLICY IS STRICTLY ENFORCED.



OFTEN NOT MATURE ENOUGH TO REALIZE THAT .THE CLASSES THAT THEY SKIP

WOULD BENEFIT THEM AND HELP THEM PREPARE FOR THEIR FUTURE EDUCATION. ' 

OFTEN THIS IS REALIZED TOO LATE., THIS IS WHY THE DISCIPLINE THAT 

MT. EDGECUMBE MAINTAINS IS SO NECESSARY IN THE HIGH SCHOOL YEARS.

NOW COMING TO THE PROBLEM OF ALCOHOL & DRUGS WHICH IS A MAJOR PROBLEM 

THAT MUST BE DEALT WITH IN ALL HIGH SCHOOLS TODAY. I FEEL THAT 

MT. EDGECUMBE HAS A GOOD STRICT POLICY IN THIS MATTER. BECAUSE OF 

THIS THERE IS MUCH GREATER CONTROL & THUS, STUDENTS ARE LESS LIKELY 

TO BECOME INVOLVED IN DRUGS & ALCOHOL. AT M T . EDGECUMBE THERE ARE 

MANY ACTIVITIES & CHALLENGING WORK THAT HELPS KEEP THE STUDENTS 

INTERESTED & BUSY. IN MANY OF THE SMALL VILLAGES THE ISOLATION 8=

LACK OF THINGS TO DO IS A f.ONTRIBUTING FACTOR TO THE INVOLVEMENT 

IN ALCOHOL AND DRUGS.

IF MT. EDGECUMBE CLOSES NOT ONLY IS THERE THE PROBLEM OF SMALL SCHOOLS 

THAT CANNOT PROVIDE EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, THERE IS ALSO THE PROBLEM OF 

STUDENTS LIKE ME WHO DO NOT EVEN HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL IN OUR VILLAGES.

I AND MANY OTHER STUDENTS DO NOT FEEL THAT THE STATE BOARDING HOME 

PROGRAM IS THE ANSWER. WE DO NOT FEEL THAT THERE IS ANY OTHER 

ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATIVE BUT TO KEEP MT. EDGECUMBE OPEN. BECAUSE OF 

ALL THE REASONS I HAVE MENTIONED AND SO MANY MORE I HOPE THAT YOU WILL 

SEE THE NEED FOR MT.EDGECUMBE AND WILL CHANGE THE LATEST DECISION 

THAT WAS MADE THAT WOULD NOT ALLOW A FRESHMAN CLASS TO ENROLL NEXT YEAR. 

I HOPE THAT A FRESHMAN CLASS WILL BE .ALLOWED TO ENROLL AND THAT 

FUNDING FOR THE SCHOOL WILL BE PROVIDED FOR FUTURE YEARS.

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUn TIME AND ATTENTION.



MT\ EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 1981-82 

• ’ . MISS ELEANOR WEEDMAN

IT IS A GREAT PRIVILEGE TO BE HERE WITH YOU TODAY TO SHARE MY 

FEELINGS, AS WELL AS THE FEELINGS OF THE STUDENTS, PARENTS, AND MANY 

CONCERNED PEOPLE ABOUT A VERY SERIOUS MATTER WHICH WILL HAVE SUCH A 

TREMEDOUS IMPACT ON THE STATE OF ALASKA.

THERE ARE MANY REASONS WHY WE FEEL THE CLOSURE OF MTE. DGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHOOL WILL BE A TERRIBLE MISTAKE. YOU ARE PROBABLY WELL AWARE 

OF THE IMPORTANT ROLE MT. EDGECUMBE HAS PLAYED IN ALASKA SINCE 19^7.

MT. EDGECUMBE HAS EARNED A NEXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR QUALITY EDUCATION 

AND HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR PRODUCING OUTSTANDING LEADERS IN THE 

STATE OF ALASKA. THERE ARE THOSE WHO HAVE BECOME OR PRESENTLY TRAINING TO 

BECOME DOCTORS, LAWYERS, TEACHERS, SOME IN COLLEGES AND A FEW WHO ARE 

TRAINING TO WORK FOR THEIR NATIVE CORPORATIONS OR MAKING MANY OTHER 

KINDS OF VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO THEIR STATE.

THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF ALASKA HAVE BEEN WANTING MORE NATIVE 

ALASKAN LEADERS IN THE STATE OF ALASKA WHICH REQUIRES GOOD EDUCATION.

WE BELIEVE THAT MT. EDGECUMBE OFFERS THAT EDUCATIONS THAT WILL PREPARE 

STUDENTS TO GO ONT TO TRAINING OR HIGHER EDUCATION.

IF MT. EDGECUMBE CLOSES, I BELIEVE THAT THER WILL BE A GREATER 

INCREASE OF DROPOUTS. THERE ARE STUDENTS I HAVE KNOW FROM MY REGION,

AS WELL AS FROM OTHER AREAS, WHO HAVE DROPPED OUT AND LATER ATTENDED 

MT. EDGECUMBE AND THEN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THEIR HIGH SCHOOL 

EDUCATION, MAKING USE OF THEMSELVES AS GOOD CITIZENS.

MT. EDGECUMBE DOES NOT ONLY HAVE COURSES FOR INTELLEGENT & TALENTED 

STUDENTS, BUT HAS COURSES FOR AVERAGE STUDENTS AND STUDENTS WHO NEED 

SPECIAL EDUCATION.



WE HAVE TEACHERS & DORIMTORY STAFF WHO VERY OFTEN SPEND MANY HOURS TO 

TAKE TIME WORKING WITH STUDENTS PERSONAL NEEDS. SOME HAVE BEEN WORKING 

FOR 2 9 YEARS OR MORE AND STILL ENJOY WORKING FOR MT. EDGECUMBE AN 

TEACHING THE STUDENTS. BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT MANY OF THE TEACHERS 

AT MT. EDGECUMBE DO REMAIN FOR A LONG PERIOD OF TIME, THIS IS AN 

ADVANTAGE FOR THEY LEARN HOW TO UNDERSTAND AND WORK IWTK THE STUDENTS, 

WHEREAS IN THE VILLAGES, FROM MY OBSERVATION, THE TEACHERS DO NOT STAY 

VERY LONG. BECAUSE CF THIS, THEY DO NOT ADJUST TO THE STUDENTS OR 

CONDITIONS AND GET TO KNOW AND UNDERSTAND THEM AS WELL. THERE IS 

NOT THE CONttNUITY THAT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL PROVIDES.

WHEN I WAS ATTENDING THE SCHOOL IN MY HOMETOWN I WAS IN A 

CALSSROOM WHICH CONSISTED OF 3 SUBJECTS. IN ONE PART OF THE ROOM A 

SUBJECT WAS BEING TAUGHT, IN THE OTHER PART THERE WERE 2 SUEJECT BEING 

TAUGHT BY ONE TEACHER.

THE CLASSES IN MANY VILLAGE HIGH SCHOOLS ARE INADEQUATE AND 

USUALLY DON'T HELP STUDENTS TO BENEFIT FROM THEM AS ACEDEMIC WORK IS NOT 

COMPETETIVE. THIS IS MAINLY BECAUSE IT IS VERY DIFFICULT FOR THE SMALL 

STAFF IN THE BUSH HIGH SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE ALL THE COURSES HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS NEED. BECAUSE OF THIS LACK OF CHALLENGING WORK AND ACTIVITIES, 

MANY YOUNG PEOPLE IN THE VILLAGES ARE EECOMING INVOLVED WITH DRUGS 

AND ALCOHOL. THE NUMBER IS DRASTICALLY INCREASING EACH YEAR. IN CONTRAST 

AT MT. EDGECUMBE THERE ARE A WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES, NUMEROUS OPPOR­

TUNITIES FOR INTERACTION AND CHALLENGING ACEDEMIC WORK WHICH HELPS THE 

STUDENT TO STAY OCCUPIED. . *

IN MT. EDGECUMBE THERE IS A STRICT POLICY CONCERNING DRUGS AND
• • *

ALCOHOL WHICH HELPS TO DISCOURAGE MANY STUDENTS FROM USING THEM.



ANOTHER STRICT POLICY WHICH IS BENEFICIAL, IS THE POLICY THAT FORCES
i i

ALL STYLE:.'TS TO BE ON TIME AND ATTEND ALL CLASSES UNLESS IT IS 

INAVOIDABLE; WHEREAS IN THE VILLAGES TARDIES AND ABSENCES ARE A BIG 

PROBLEM.

SOME STUDENTS WHO ARE YET STILL IN GRADE SCHOOL ARE LOOKING 

FORWARD TO COMING TO MT. EDGECUMBE FOR THEIR HIGH SCHOOL. I HAVE NOT 

ONLY GOTTEN MY EDUCATION AT MT. EDGECUMBE BUT I'VE LEARNED TO MAKE 

CERTAIN DECISIONS, BECOME SELF-RELIANT, AND BE MORE RESPONSIBLE BECAUSE 

CF THE WORK WE ARE REQUIRED TO DO, BOTH IN THE DORM AND CLASS, AND THE

ACTIVITIES I HAVE PARTICIPATED IN SUCK AS, CORSS- COUNTRY, TRACK, DRILL
/

TEAM, GYMNASTICS AND CLASS SECRETARY. THIS YEAR I AM ASSUMING RESPON­

SIBILITIES AS VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL. THE OPPORTUNITIES 

TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP ARE LIMITLESS. I HAVE ALSO COME TO KNOW MY 

PERSONAL SAVIOR.

IF IT HADN'T BEEN FOR M T . EDGECUMBE, I WOULDN'T HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE 

I GAINED WHICH WILL GREATLY AFFECT MY FUTUER PLANS. THIS IS NOT 

PROVIDED IN MY•'HOMETOWN. THERE, BECAUSE THERE ARE FEWER SUBJECTS AND 

EVERYONE KNOWS ONE ANOTHER WELL, THE STUDENTS AREN’T MOTIVATED TO DO 

THEIR WORK IN OR OUTSIDE CLASS. WHEN I ATTENDED MT. EDGECUMBE I SAW 

A EIG DIFFERENCE IN ATTITUDE AND IN EFFORT IN DOING MY WORK IN AND 

OUTSIDE OF CLASS.

THE CHANCE OT INTERACT WITH MANY DIFFERENT NATIVES IN VARIOUS 

PARTS OF ALASKA IS ALSO A GREAT OPPORTUNITY STUDENTS HAVE AT MT. EDGECUM] 

LIVING AND WORKING TOGETHER HELPS US TO GAIN UNDERSTANDING AND A FEELING 

OF UNITY. THIS HELPS US TO ADJUST TO,'-SITUATIONS WE WILL HAVE TO FACE 

LATER IN LIFE WHERE WE WILL NEED.TO MEET AND DEAL WITH PEOPLE FROM 

OUR VAST STATE.



THINGS AT THIS MEETING. QUOTE: "WE FEEL THAT MT. EDGECUMBE HAS AFFECTED 

STUDENTS IN* MANY DIFFERENT WAYS WHICH PROBABLY NO OTHER SCHOOL IN ALASKA 

WOULD. THE STUDENTS ARE LUCKY TO HAVE THE VARIETY OF EDUCATIONS, ACT­

IVITIES, STAFF WORKERS AND PROVIDED TRANSPORTATION. WE ARE THANKFUL 

FOR ALL OF THAT, BUT TO HEAR THAT IT MIGHT BE CLOSET IS MORE THAN A PITY. 

UNQUOTE.

MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHO FAVOR CLOSING MT. EDGECUMBE HAVE NEVER 

ACTUALLY VISITED OUR SCHOOL OR TALKED WITH STUDENTS WHOSE FUTURES 

WILL BE GREATLY AFFECTED. IS IT FAIR TO MAKE SUCH A DECISION WHICH 

WILL GREATLY AFFECT MANY OF OUR FUTURES WITHOUT MAKING AN EFFORT TO 

PERSONALLY INSURE THAT IT IS THE RIGHT DECISION?

FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS THE STUDENT COUNCIL, AS WELL AS THE STUDENT 

BODY, HAS BEEN DOING EVERYTHING WITHIN OUR POWER TO DELAY THE CLOSURE 

OF OUR SCHOOL. WE JOYFULLY AND GREATFULLY RECEIVED THE NEWS THAT 

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL WILL BE OPEN FOR ANOTHER YEAR. HOWEVER, THE 

BATTLE IS NOT YET OVER. WE MUST INSURE THAT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 

WILL EE HER FOR MANY YEARS TO COME IN ORDER TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THOSE 

FUTURE LEADERS OF ALASKA WHO STILL HAVE NEED OF A SCHOOL SUCH AS 

THIS IN ORE ER TO REACH THEIR FULLEST POTENTIAL. WE MUST NOT REST UNTIL 

THIS GOAL IS ACHIEVED. WE CANNOT AFFORD TO BECOME LAX JUST BECAUSE 

THIS SCHOOL HAS BEEN GIVEN A YEAR'S REPRIEVE. THERE IS MUST WORK TO DO. 

WE WHO WILL GRADUATE NEXT YEAR AND THOSE WHO HAVE GRADUATED AT 

MT. EDGECUMBE THE PAST YEARS OWE IT TO THOSE WHO WILL FOLLOW US TO 

GUARANTEE THAT THEY WILL HAVE THE -SAME OPPORTUNITIES THAT HAVE BEEN 

AVAILABLE TO US. THIS IS A DEBT THAT WE OWE TO OUR PEOPLE, OUR STATE 

AND OUR SCHOOL. THAT IS WHY I HAVE COME TO SPEAK TO YOU TODAY.



I UNDERSTAND THE REASONS FOR THE POSSIBLE CLOSURE OF OUR SCHOOL, 

_.J ISN’T ADEQUATELY MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE NATIVE PEOPLE WITH ANY > 

COST? IF ALL THE SMALL SCHOOLS PROVIDED AN EQUAL EDUCATION, WOULD IT 

NOT COST MORE?

WE ARE ALSO VERY CONCERNED ABOUT THE FACT THAT AT THE PRESENT 

TIME MT. EDGECUMBE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ENROLL FRESHMEN FOR THE 1982-83 

SCHOOL YEAR. THIS A BIG DISAPPOINTMENT BECAUSE WE FEEL THAT THOSE 
FRESHMEN WHO WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND MT. EDGECUMBE SHOULD HAVE THE SAME 

CHANCE TO SHARE THE SAME VALUABLE EXPERINECE. IT IS OUR HOPE THAT 

PERHAPS THE HOUSE BILL NUMBER 812 WOULD PROVIDE THE FUNDING FOR 

A FRESHMEN CLASS.
IS IT FAIR TO TAKE AWAY THE OPPORTUNITY FOR THOSE WHO STRONGLY 

AND DEEPLY BELIEVE THAT THIS SCHOOL IS NEEDED TO HELP THEM ACHIEVE 

THEIR FUTURE GOALS?

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE VERY MUCH TO SEE THE STATE LEGISLATURE PASS 

A MEASURE THAT WOULD INSURE FUNDING FOR MT. EDGECUMBE FOR THE YEARS 

TO COME.

WE STRONGLY BELIEVE IT WOULD BE UNFAIR TO USE WHO ARE PRESENTLY 

ATTENDING AND THOSE WHO WISH TO ATTEND IN THE FUTURE TO TAKE AWAY THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP WHICH HAS ALREADY BENEFITTED SO MANS

OF US WHO ARE STUDENTS AND GRADUATES OF MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 'SCHOOL.

WE FEEL THAT MT. EDGECUMBE IS ESSENTIAL. IT IS VERY HARD FOR ME, 

AS WELL AS THOSE WHO BELIEVE SO STRONGLY IN MT. EDGECUMBE TO TELL HOW 

VERY DEEPLY MANY OF USE FEEL ABOUT OUR SCHOOL AND HCW MUCH WE RESPECT 

MT. EDGECUMBE AND WHAT IT STANDS FOR.

I CANNOT URGE YOU ENOUGHf TO-DO EVERYTHING WITHIN YOUR POWER. WE

NEED YOUR HELP!!! ! !



■ • . ■ ; •

WE ARE PROUD OF OUR SCHOOL AND FEEL THAT A FRESHMEN CLASS SHOULD ’ 

ALLOWED TO ENROLL AND THAT MT. EDGECUMBE SHOULD REMAIN OPEN,

NOT ONLY NEXT YEAR BUT FOR MANY YEARS TO COME. WE WILL GREATLY APPRECIAT 

YOUR FULL AND ACTIVE SUPPORT IN HELPING US TO KEEP OUR PROUD TRADITION 

GOING STRONG!!!



My name is Margaret Phillips. I am from Chuathbaluk and a Senior 
at Mt. Edgecumbe High School. I would like to share some of my 
reasons why Mt. Edgecumbe should remain open after the 1982-83 
school year.
Mt. Edgecumbe has many different classes which the students need 
to get a good education and from having the opportunity of taking 
these classes students will be able to make a better choice about 
their career. While being here they get better acquainted with the 
outside world. The students learn their own and other cultures by 
associations with students from all over the state.

They also learn to be more independent and blend into their own
culture and the world around them.

Mt. Edgecumbe has helped students develop leadership ability 
throughout the years it has been open. What the Native people 
want is more young natives to become native leaders.
What is going to become of the Natives of Alaska if they close 
this school. This a question we can not really answer. I would 
appreciate your support in keeping Mt. Edgecumbe open and in help­
ing to make it possible for a freshmen class to attend Mt.
Edgecumbe.
Thank you for your time.



I HAVE COME TO HAVE A VERY DEE? FEELING TOWARDS MY SCHOOL. THAT IS WHY 

I FEEL I SHOULD SHARE MY FEELINGS ABOUT THE NEED FOR MT. EDGECUMBE. IF 

I HAD NOT ATTENDED MT. EDGECUMBE I WOULD NEVER HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITIES 

TO EXPERIENCE THE MANY AND VARIED THINGS THAT HAVE COME MY WAY.

I WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ABLE TO TAKE THE NUMEROUS AND CHALLENGING 

COURSES AND 3EC0ME INVOLVED IN ABUNDANT EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

SUCH AS DRILL TEAM, CLASS ACTIVITIES, BEING SELECTED AS A CANDIDATE 

IN AN EXCHANGED PROGRAM WITH JAPAN AND HAVING TO COMPETE IN THE SEMI­

FINALS. I DEFINITELY WOULD HAVE NEVER HAD THE DESIRE TO SPEAK IN PUBLIC.

I STRONGLY BELIEVE THAT MT. EDGECUMBE SHOULD REMAIN OPEN. COMPARING 

THE VILLAGE SCHOOLS OF ALASKA WITH MT. EDGECUMBE REVEALS A TREMENDOUS 

CONTRAST.

IN _ MANY VILLAGE SCHOOLS THERE IS NO UNITY AMONG THE STUDENTS 

AND ALSO THE TEACHERS. IN M T . EDGECUMBE THIS IS A ONENESS THAT IS 

OBVIOUS. WE COULD TRULY SELECT THE THEME "WE ARE FAIMLY" FOR THE 

ALL CLASS REUNION WHICH WAS HELD RECENTLY. THE WORK IN MANY OF THE 

VILLAGES IS NOT CHALLENGING AS IT IS HERE0 OFTEN THE WORK THERE IS LIKE 

GRADE SCHOOL. THE TEACHERS TEACH MORE THEN THEY CAN HANDLE. YET 

THERE'S STILL NOT ENOUGH CLASSES TO PROVIDE ALL THAT THE STUDENTS WILL 

NEED IN THE LONG-RUN.

IN MANY VILLAGE SCHOOLS DISCIPLINE IS OFTEN A PROBLEM, BECAUSE IT IS NOT 

GIVEN SERIOUS ATTENTION. STUDENTS OFTEN GET AWAY WITH ALMOST ANYTHING 

SUCH AS SMOKING POT, SKIPPING CLASS, BEING TARDY, NOT DOING HOMEWORK, 

TALKING BACK TO SCHOOL OFFICIALS. YOUNG PEOPLE NEED DISCIPLINE.



AT FT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL THERE IS STRICT DISCIPLINE BUT IT IS

appl-zd a ua. .. i attitude that invites students to develop into

MATURE ADULTS.

STUDENTS OFTEN DO NOT HAVE AS MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO DEVELOP RESPONSIBILTIES

IN MANY VILLAGE SCHOOLS. MT. EDGECUMBE TEACHES RESPONSIBILITY

AND LEADERSHIP. HERE IN MT. EDGECUMBE WE ARE LEARNING ALL THE TIME,

EVEN WHEN WE'RE NOT IN SCHOOL.

BECAUSE OF ALL THESE CONTRASTS, I FEEL THAT OTHER YOUNG PEOPLE SHOULD 

HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ATTEND MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. I REALLY 

FEEL THAT FRESHMAN SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO ENROLL. IF FRESHMAN ARE ONLY 

ALLOWED TO ATTEND VILLAGE SCHOOLS MANY WILL GET A BAD’’ PICTURE OF 

WHAT HIGH SCHOOL IS LIKE. IF THEY ARE ALLOWED TO ATTEND M T . EDGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHOOL, THEY WILL GET A TOTALLY DIFFERENT VIEW OF HIGH SCHOOL.

IT IS MY HOPE THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL REV1"’ IE THE DECISION 

AND ALLOW FRESHMAN TO ATTEND NEXT YEAR AND THE FOLLOWING YEARS. IT 

IS ALSO MY HOPE THAT FUNDS WILL BE APPROPRIATED TO OPERATE M T . EDGECUMBE 

AFTER THE 1982-83 SCHOOL YEAR.

IN A WORLD GRAVELY CONCERNED WITH CONSERVING OUR NATURAL RESOURCES,

WHY NEEDLESSLY WASTE THE CREATES NATURAL RESOURCES OF ALL? FUNDS 

MUST BE PROVIDED FOR THE ADEQUATE EDUCATION OF THE YOUNG PEOPLE.

AFTER ALL, WHAT BETTER NATURAL RESOURCE DO WE HAVE TO CULTIVATE THAN 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. THEY ARE THE FUTURE!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME.



*

my n a m e IS VIVIAN j o h n s c n . I a m t h e p r e s i d e n t  o f  m t . e d g e c u m b e .

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT BODY FOR THE 1981-82 SCHOOL YEAR. I AM A 

SENIOR. THIS WILL BE MY THIRD YEAR ATTENDING MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL. I AM FROM EMMONAK, WHICH IS ON THE LOWER YUKON RIVER.

I AM REPRESENTING THE MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENT BODY. TODAY WE COME 

TO DISCUSS THE TOPIC OF MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. WE DEEPLY 

APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE OUR OPINIONS AND WE ALSO 

APPRECIATE THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE CALLED ALL OF US TOGETHER TODAY 

TO HEAR THE REASONING OF ALL CONCERNED.

THIS PAST SUMMER I WAS VISITING RELATIVES. ONE COUPLE, WHO ARE 

FORMER GRADUATES OF MT. EDGECUMBE WERE DISCUSSING THEIR TWO-MONTH 

OLD DAUGHTER'S PLACE OF ATTENDING HIGH SCHOOL. ONE PARENT WANTED 

HER TO ATTEND THE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL AND THE OTHER PARENT WANTED HER 

TO ATTEND MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. THEY FINALLY DECIDED ON MT. 

EDGECUMBE. THEY CHOSE MT. EDGECUMBE BECAUSE THEY REALIZED FROM THEIR 

OWN EXPERIENCES THAT IT WOULD PROVIDE A BETTER EDUCATION FOR THEIR 

CHILD. I THINK THIS SHOWS THE TREMENDOUS EFFECT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL HAS ON ALASKAN NATIVES.

;T MT. Hi. 0FCV.--E HIGH SCHOOL, IF A STUDENT NEEDS SPECIAL AND J.K-

HELP .‘Hlr E APS T 7 P. AMS AY AI LABI E IN ALL AREAS. ALSO FOR

. .s in v.z mi is . : .? v t c  go cn to higher .k v o  better education
IT PROVIDES CHALLENGING CURRICULUM WITHIN THE HIGH SCHOOL AS WELL AS 
-MGESS TO NEARBY COLLEGES. I Ha YE RE ? N T'-KIKG SEVERAL COLLEGE CLASSES 

LURING i:l SENIOR YEAR TO HELP KE MALE THE TRANSITION FROM ONE PHASE
OF EDUCATION TO ANOTHER.



M T . EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL ALSO HAS A HIGHLY DEVELOPED INTERSCLASTIC 

AND INTERMERIAL SPORTS PROGRAM AS WELL AS MANY EXTRA-CURRICULAR 

ACTIVITIES. •

IT ALSO PROVIDES STUDENTS WITH ACCESS TO BETTER HEALTH FACILITIES.

A COMPARISON WOULD BE THAT AT HOME I LIVE 200 MILES AWAY FROM A 

HOSPITAL OR DOCTOR AND AT MT. EDGECUMBE I LIVE LESS AND A CITY 

BLOCK AWAY. THIS NOT ONLY HELPS STUDENTS IN CURING BUT ALSO IN 

PREVENTION OP HEALTH PROBLEMS.

BESIDES THESE, AND MANY OTHER REASONS, I THING THAT THE SCHOOL IS 

A VERY IMPORTANT BYWAY. IT NOT ONLY'PROVIDES QUALITY EDUCATION BUT 

IT IS IMPORTANT TO ALASKA IN MANY OTHER WAYS.

IT IS A COMMUNICATION POINT FOR THE STATE. STUDENTS COMING FROM 

SMALL VILLAGES HAVE LITTLE IDEA ABOUT OTHER PEOPLES AND AREAS OF 

ALASKA. AT MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENTS GAIN AN UNDERSTANDING OF *LL 

THE OTHER ALASKAN NATIVE GROUPS INCLUDING THEIR BACKGROUND AND PER-
. . * 4 , I . •

SODALITIES. A FEELING OF UNITY IS FOUNDED THAT LASTS A LIFETIME. 

BECAUSE.OF THIS WE FIND THAT STUDENTS EASILY ADAPT TO SITUATIONS’

IN WHICH THEY MUST WORK WITH OTHER PEOPLE F.RO.M THRO-LHOU? ALASKA.’ 

IHIS HAS BEEN AN jMFORiAKT IFA-ie?. IN PRODUCING MAN: ; EATERS FCP. OUR

i .  ! r. .1 •

IT Fr-OVIDES A ‘.DOOR TOTHE 'OUTSIDE WORLD. STUDENTS ARE EXPOSED TOO 

MANY NEW AND BROADENING EXPERINECES WHILE STILL HAVING THE SECURITY 

OF A HOME-LIKE ATMOSPHERE. THESE EXPERIENCES HELP PREPARE STUDENTS 

TO GO ON TO COLLEGE OR INTO OTHER SOURCES OF FURTHER EDUCATION.



I ATTENDED a v i l l a g e hig h s c h o o l my f r e s h m a n y e a r , f r o m m y o e e r- ,

7 ATI ON THESE ARE SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES THAT MT. EDGECUMBE OFFERS 

OTHER THAN THE ONES I MENTIONED PREVIOUSLY. AT MT. EDGECUMBE THERE 

IS FRESSURE TO DO WORK AND TO ACHIEVE RATHER THAN JUST GOOFING OFF. • 

THUS, STUDENTS ADJUST TO SCHOOL AND HAVE TO REALLY EARN THEIR GRADES. 

STUDENTS EXPERIENCE LIVING AWAY FROM HOME AND EARN TO BE MORE RE­

SPONSIBLE AND INDEPENDENT. I HAVE NOTICED THAT DROP-OUTS FROM 

OTHER SCHOOLS QUITE OFTEN DO FINE AND GET ALONG WELL ACADEMICALLY 

AND SOCIALLY.

IT IS A STRICT POLICY AT MT. EDGECUMBE THAT STUDENTS ATTEND ALL 

CLASSES UNLESS IT IS UNAVOIDABLE AND MUST ALWAYS BE ON TIME. THIS 

RESULTS IN MORE DISCIPLINED STUDENTS.

I FEEL THAT BEFORE A DECISION IS MADE CONCERNING MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH 

SCHOOL EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO INVESTIGATE THE TREMENDOUS 

IMPACT THIS WILL HAVE ON THE COUSE OF EDUCATING STUDENTS IN ALASKA.

I FEEL THAT EVERY PERSON CONCERNED WITH MAKING THIS DECISION AND 

WITH THE FATE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 0WES IT TO THE FUTURE GZN-

Z I  r AI K - N STUDENT £ AND TO THE STATE TO VISIT' OUR

y.i t-.lv.ein .-.ll those t h a t will be ected and make a 
: • : ;  .*tody of ~i:z issue. ;f all those inyjlvf.d will .take the

• t i

71 ME AMD EFFORT TO DO THIS THEN I FEEL THAT THERE CAN BE NOT OTHER 

TICN EXCEPT TO KEEP MT. .EDGECUMBE Hi GH .SCHJCL IN OPERATION.

I AM VERY PROUD OF MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. I FEEL THAT MT. EDGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHOOL IS A VERY IMPORTANT AND NECESSARY EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE.

.-.::d it should be available to all alaskan students.



THAT IS WHY THE STUDENT BODY WISHES TO TAKE MEASURES TO SEE THAT THE. 

FRESHMAN CLASS OF 1983 HAS THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE ADMITTED TO A SCHOOL 

SUCH AS MT. EDGECUMBE. THE DECISION MADE DENYING THIS OPPORTUNITY 

TO THESE STUDENT IS WRONG AND UNFAIR. IT IS OUR HOPE THAT THE STATE 

LEGISTATURE WILL APPROPRIATE MONIES THAT WILL MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR 

INCOMING FRESHMAN TO BE ADMITTED TO MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL.
s

WE WOULD ALSO HOPE THAT CONTINUED FUNDING WOULD BE PROVIDED SO THAT 

THE EDUCATIONAL ADVANTAGES THAT MT. EDGECUMBE HAS OFFERED TO THE 

STATE OF ALASKA FOR THE. LAST 35 YEARS WILL CONTINUE TO BE'AVAILABLE 

TO THE MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO MIGHT NOT OTHERWISE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO DEVELOPE TO THEIR FULL POTENTIAL. I ASK THAT YOU GIVE US YOUR 

FULL SUPPORT AND BACKING TO MAKE THIS POSSIBLE.



MT. EDGECUMBE-HIGH SCHOOL 1581-82

MY NAME IS LEAH THOMPSON AND I-: AM FROM BEETLES FIELD, A SMALL TOWN 

AT THE FOOT HILLS 0? THE BROOKS RANGE. I AM REPRESENTING THE STUDENT 

BODY OF MT. EDGECUMBE, WHERE I AM PRESENTLY A FRESHMAN.

I AM VERY GLAD I MADE THE CHOICE TO COME HERE BECAUSE MT. EDGECUMBE 

PROVIDES A QUALITY EDUCATION THAT VILLAGE SCHOOLS CAN'T PRO/IDE.

MT. EDGECUMBE HAS A LARGE STAFF OF TEACHERS TRAINED IN M.ANY DIFFERENT 

SUBJECT AREAS. IT ALSO HAS A WIDER RANGE OF SUBJECTS WHICH PREPARE 

STUDENTS FOR THE CHALLENGES OF THE FUTURE. THE TEACHERS ARE MORE 

WILLING TO HELP STUDENTS WHO MIGHT NEED SPECIAL HELP. THEY CARE ABOUT 

THE STUDENTS AND ARE VERY INVOLVED IN THEIR EDUCATION.

IN ADDITION TO THE LARGER CURRICULUM, MT. EDGECUMBE ALSO HAS MANY EXTRA 

CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES WHICH HELP STUDENT DEVELOP INTERESTS AND 

BECOME WELL-ROUNDED INDIVIDUALS.

MT. EDGECUMBE HAS COUNSELORS THAT ARE INFORMED AND GIVE STUDENTS 

INTELLIGENT ADVICE WITH PERSONAL AND ALCOHOL AND DRUG RELATED PROBLEMS. 

THEY ALSO HELP THE STUDENTS WITH CAREER CHOICES, COLLEGE APPLICATIONS, 

AND FINANCIAL AID FUR FURTHER EDUCATION.

AT MT. EDGECUMBE NOT NOT ONLY DO WE LEARN FROM BOOKS, BUT WE ALSO

LEARN HOW TO LIVE AND GET ALONG WITH OTHER STUDENTS. THIS DEVELOPS

A GREATER SENSE OF SELF RESPECT AND RESPECT FOR OTHERS. ALSO, GETTING

TO KNOW PEOPLE FROM OTHER AREAS RESULTS IN GREATER UNITY”FOR THE STATE.

GOING TO SCHOOL IN A LIFFERENT PART OF THE STATE EXPOSES STUDENTS
• •

TO LIFE OUT OF THE VILLAGES. THIS IS PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT IN A 

STATE WITH MANY OF ITS VILLAGES LOCATED IN ISOLATED AREAS.



THIS ISOLATION CD-r'TED WITH THE DRUG AND ALCOHOL PROBLEM WHICH

t ...... v i l l a g e s c a u s e s m a n y s t u d e n t s to b e c o m e i n v o l v e d

d e e :-Li w i t h  d r u g s and a l c o h o l a n d t h e r e f o r e  d r o p o u t o f  h i g h  s c h o o l .

COMING TO MT. EDGECUMBE HELPS THE STUDENTS TO GET AWAY FROM THE 

ATMOSPHERE OF DRUGS AND ALCOHOL THAT IS PRESENT IN MANY VILLAGES. 

USUALLY THESE STUDENTS GO ON TO GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL BECAUSE 

THEY HAVE POSITIVE SURROUNDINGS WHICH MOTIVATES THE STUDENTS TO 

DO THEIR BEST IN THEIR ACADEMIC WORK AND BECOME INVOLVED IN EXTRA 

CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES.

THIS WAS TRUE IN MY CASE. LAST YEAR WHEN I WAS ATTENDING THE SCHOOL IN 

MY HOMETOWN, I WAS BOTHERED BY THE FACT THAT THE .SCHOOL WAS SO 

CROWDED TOGETHER IN ONE ROOM. ACTUALLY THERE ARE TWO ROOMS WHICH 

MAKE UP THE SCHOOL IN MY VILLAGE. ONE SMALL ROOM IS FOR GRADES 

ONE THROUGH FIVE, AND THE OTHER IS FOR GRADES SIX THROUGH TWELVE.

THEY ARE NOT BIG ROOMS AND IT WAS VERY HARD TO CONCENTRATE ON THE 

WORE ASSIGNED TO ME BECAUSE SEVERAL DIFFERENT SUEJECTS WERE BEING 

TAUGHT AT THE SAKE TIME. THE WORK WAS ALSO TOO EASY AND I BECAME 

BORED AND NEVER DID MY SCHOOLWORK. AS A RESULT, I GOT BAD GRADES.

THEN I CAME TO MT. EDGECUMBE AND I AM DOING VERY WELL BECAUSE THE 

CLASSES ARE MORE CHALLENGING AND I AM IN SURROUNDINGS THAT MOTIVATE 

ME TO DO MY BEST.

I AH GLAD THIS OPPORTUNITY WAS AVAILABLE TO ME AS A FRESHMAN AND 

I DO'NOT FEEL THAT IS FAIR TO EXCLUDE THE STUDENTS WHO WILL BE 

FRESHMAN NEXT YEAR FROM ALL MT. EDGECUMBE HAS TO OFFER.



12: CONCLUSION I WOULD LIKE TO STATE THAT CLOSING MT. EDGECUMBE 

HIGH SCHOOL WOULD BE A BIG MISTAKE. THEBE IS NO SUESTT” UTE A...- 

WHERE IN THE STATE THAT PROVIDES THE EDUCATION THAT CAN BE RECEIVED 

AT MT. EDGECUMBE.

IF OUR HIGH SCHOOL IS CLOSED MOST OF THE STUDENTS WILL JUST GO 

BACK TO THEIR VILLAGES AND NOT DEVELOP TO THEIR FULL POTENTIAL.'

WE HOPE YOU WILL CONSIDER ALLOWING A FRESHMAN CLASS TO ENTER NEXT 

YEAR, WE ALSO HOPE THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WILL PROVIDE FUNDING 

AFTER THE 1982-83 SCHOOL YEAR, OR SOMEHOW REACH AN AGREEMENT WITH 

THE STATE GOVERNMENT TO SHARE FUNDINGS FOR OUR SCHOOL.

THANK YOU FOR GIVING ME YOUR ATTENTION.



April 5, 1982

.The Honorable Frank Ferguson 
The Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V (Mail Stop 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Ferguson:

Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (CIRJ.) endorses and supports the 
continuation of Mount Edgecumbe H; gh School. Mount Edgecumbe 
is important to future generations of Alaskans and therefore 
a freshman class should be allowed to enter next year. CIRI 
also supports the passage of House Bill 812 and Senate Bill 844.
Sincerely,

COOK IN L E T  R E G I O N ,  I N C .

Senior Vice President 

psh

cc: Senator Charles H. Parr
Representative Albert Adams 
Vivian Johnson, President

Mt. Edgcumbe Student Council

CIRI BUILDING 2525 "C" STREET P.O. DRAWER 4-N ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99509 PHONE 274-8638 TELECOPIER 907-279-8836



April 5, 1982

.The Honorable Frank Ferguson 
The Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V (Mail Stop 3100) 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Ferguson:

Cook Inlet Region, Inc. (CIRI) endorses and supports the 
continuation of Mount Edgecumbe High School. Mount Edgecumbe 
is important to future generations of Alaskans and therefore 
a freshman class should be allowed to enter next year. CIRI 
also supports the passage of House Bill 812 and Senate Bill 844,
Sincerely,

COOK INLET REGION, INC.

Robert W. Rude 
Senior Vice President

psh

cc: ^Senator Charles H. Farr
Representative Albert Adams 
Vivian Johnson, President

Mt. Edgcumbe Student Council

CIRI BUILDING 2525 "C" STREET P.O. DRAWER 4-N ANCHORAGE ALASKA 99509 PHONE 274-8638 TELECOPIER 907-279-8836
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TO Representative Albert Adams 
Alaska State Legislature

d a t e : March 30, 1982

from : Education Program Admin., rator
Mt. Edgecumbe High School

subject: Estimated Budget - FY 83

Attached is an estimated budget for the state funds requested through 
HB 812. These estimates include education and facility maintenance 
and operation costs, based on three hundred fifty students. We believe 
if we are permitted to enroll a freshman class for school year 1982-83, 
it will affect the enrollment of other 10th, 11th, and 12th grade 
students in a positive way.

The Bureau has informed us our FY 83 allotment will be:

Educat ion

Ma intenance/Operat ions

Our fiscal year begins October 1 

FY 82 funding level is:

Educat ion

Ma intenance/Operat ions

$ 1 ,8 9 3,000.00 

2 , 6 0 0 , 000.00  

A,493,000.00

$ 2,795,^51.00 

3,520,300.00 

$ 6,315,751.00

A decrease for FY 83 of $ 1,822,751.00.

I do wish to point out, our FY 82 level of funding for education is not 
sufficient. The only method we have to not overspend before the end of 
FY 82 is to place all of our education employees, approximately 75, on 
extended non-pay status during the summer months. V/e have had to fur­
lough employees for the past two summers in order to meet budget cuts. 
This has resulted in an even greater salary disparity for federal 
education employees when compared to the public school systems.

I also want to emphasize the Mt. Edgecumbe budget for FY 1933 is based 
upon a school closure at the end of school year 1982-8 3. The $1,893,000 
does not include money for closing or RIF (reduction-in-force) costs, 
or the start up of a new school year in August and September 1983-8*1.

The estimated budget projections for the allotment from HB 812 are 
estimates only covering the school year 1982-83 to June 5, 1983.

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on tbe Payroll Savings Plan
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Also, when we received the information from our D. C. office that we 
would not be allowed to enroll a freshman class, and that our budget 
would be reduced, we had to initiate a substantial reduction in our 
work force. The personnel listing you see on the HB 812 FY 83 budget 
projection is a listing of teachers and positions we would retain.
Without the additional funds and a freshman class, we would have to
release those teaching and support positions. Needless to say, the
overall effect on the curricular offerings and delivery system would 
be disastrous. With funding from the State, we would be able to 
support a freshman class, and keep our scope and depth of curricular 
offerings to a quality level.

At Mt. Edgecumbe, we require four years of English, two years of math, 
three and one-half years of social studies, two years of home economics 
and shop, two years of science, and one-half year of health and personal 
finance, as well as, a good choice of electives. It takes an adequate 
number of teachers to offer the courses so each student can meet the 
graduation requirements. We have a high education standard and we 
believe time spent in learning for each individual is the key to achieve­
ment. This also takes an adequate staff to ensure each individual has a
share of the teacher's time to enable adequate progress.

We also believe, it is essential for us to have the ability to serve 
the speciality areas of special education and remedial education so 
that we can fully meet the education needs of all our students. With­
out State funds for FY 8 3, our capability to fully meet the needs of 
students would be seriously diminished.

Since we are the home and school away from home, vie must provide the 
education support and opportunities normally provided by the home.
Thus we provide tutoring in the dorms in the evening, library hours in 
the evening, and recreation programs ir the evening, as well as, the 
bas c care given by the dorm staff. Without these State funds, we 
would have to cancel 85S of the support we give our students. With all 
these services, we are indirectly telling the kids, education is important.

Music and art are two very important areas of our student's lives, and an 
important part of their individual growth and development. Without State 
funds, we would have to consolidate the teaching of those areas, with 
some other teacher. This action always causes each program to lose much 
of its effectiveness and success. With State funds, we would be able to 
keep these two important teachers at the school.

I hope this is somewhat understandable. Feel free to categorize the budget 
projections, if you believe you should.

LeRoy Demmert



FY 83 

STAFF
Eng 1 i sh Teacher 

Art Teacher 

Mus ic Teacher 

Hath Teacher 

Science Teacher 

Shop Teacher/part time 

Special Education 

Personnel Office 

Clerk

Dormitory Attendants (5)

Tutoring - Library - Arts S Crafts 
Freshman Athletics

TEST ING/COUNSELING 
S t u d e n t  T e s t i n g
Exceptional Child Testing/Evaluation 

Intensive Counseling-Social Services

STUDENT TRANSPORT 

Freshma'i/Other student transport

S U P P L I E S / S E R V IC E S
Food Services/Freight/Food

Home Economics Supplies

Shop Supp1ies

Dorm Supp1ies

Dorm Linen-sheets/towe1s

Student/Dorm Laundry Services

Office Supplies

GSA Vehicle

SPORTS/ACTIVITIES 

Recreat ion

Restore track and field meet 

Restore cross country meet 

Freshman basketball (boys/girls) 

Sports - basketball official fees

GRAND TOTAL

2 k  , 0 0 0  25,000 
20,557 

23,000 

18,800 

11,500 

27,000 20,000 
12,500 

75,000 

15,000

500 
2,000 

2,000

88,400 (3 one-way trips+ emergency trvl) 

(to school and home)

70,000 

1 ,000 

800 

1 ,500 

1 ,000 

125,000 

1 ,000 

3,900

500 

2,000 

3 ,0 00  
2,000 

1 ,500

589,^57

STAFF-SF-RV ICES

Staff Training

HHG Relocation 
(employee)



D E P A R T M E N T  OF E D U C A T IO N

/STA TE BOARD O F  ED U CA TIO N

April 12, 1982

The Honorable Jalmar Kerttula 

President, Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Ouneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Kerttula:

As you are probably aware, the Bureau of Indian Affairs had 
previously scheduled closing Mt. Edgecumbe Boarding High School at 
the ’completion of the 1981-82 school year. The- Reagan 
Administration, after receiving much political pressure, has decided 
to extend the closing date to the end of the 1982-83 school year. 
As a first step in that planned closure, the BIA has determined that 
Mt. Edgecumbe will accept no freshmen students for the 1982-83 
school year. As the President of the State Board of Education, I 
view these actions by the federal government to be in harmony with 
the State Board's long-held position favoring the planned, orderly 
withdrawal of the Bureau of Indian Affairs from Alaska Public 
Education and final resolution of this divisive issue in our 

educational structure.

A recent action by the Alaska Ttate House of Representatives, 
however, threatens ' to strike at +‘.e very heart of our policy 
supporting a single public education delivery system in Alaska. On 
April 8, 1982, the House passed CS/HB 812 (Finance) which, if 
enacted, would appropriate $1,000,000 for a 1982-83 freshman class 

at Mt. Edgecumbe. The funds ($6',000,000) to extend the school for 
one year, were taken from monies budgeted for transition of those 
students into local schools. The political ramifications of 
providing state aid for a federal responsibility notwithstanding 
such an act gives rise to several educational concerns. Further, I 
have serious doubts with respect to the appropriateness of using 
state funds to- support a nonpublic facility, which may or may not 
continue in' existence, at the same time, previously committed state 

aid to public education is being cut below full entitlements.

Lastly, local school districts have, over the past few years, 
developed programs and constructed facilities with a long-range view 
toward absorbing existing BIA students. The action by the House is 

counter productive to those plans and again raises the question of 
whether that issue will ever be settled in a dispositive fashion.



I. respectfully urge the Senate to endorse the State Board's policy 
of a single public educational delivery system in Alaska by opposing 
enactment of any legislation which would prolong the existence of 
Mt. Edgecumbe as currently operated.

Sincerely,

Vincent H. Casey 
President

cc: Governor Jay S. Hammond
Members, Alaska State Senate 
Members, State Board of Education 
Commissioner Marshall L. Lind 
DOE/MLF
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August 26, 1981

governors o ff ic

The Honorable Jay S. H a m m o n d  
Governor, State of Alaska 
Pouch A
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Governor Hammond:

Thank you for providing the Board with a copy of your response to
Mt. Edgecumbe Student Council President, Vivian Johnson concerning 
the pending closure of that school.

The Board expressed our concern and gave specific guidance to the
Department of Education i.n fulfilling our responsibility to the stu­
dents affected by the closing of Mt. Edgecumbe School. This issue was 
addressed at our September 11, 1980 meeting in Wrangell through 
discussion with Dr. Barlow of the Washington D.C. B1A office and Mt. 
Edgecumbe School.

The Board passed the following motion and provided Dr. Barlow with
a copy prior to his returning to Washington.

1*7/7 "jan Hohman moved and Jack Townshend seconded the motion that the 
State Board of Education, consistent with its 5.0 policy on state and 
federal regulations, supports the closure of the Mt. Edgecumbe School 

Tc^ck. ' at ear îest possible date and that it be done in a manner that
J  ̂ ^  insures continuity in the educational programs of the students through 

cooperative planning with the affected districts and the State Depart­
ment of Education.

5.0 Policy on state federal relations

5.1 The Board strongly endorses the concept of a single
system of public education in Alaska.”

On October 10, 1980 at our meeting in Glennallen the following motion 
was passed:

' - T , _______
/•/co'? "Jan Hohman moved and June Nelson seconded the motion that in /Jl 1 supporting closure of the Mt. Edgecumbe School at the earliest 

Qfjy ' 'possible date, the Board expresses its concern and strongly urges 
that prior to closure, the following recommendations be implemented:



The Honorable Jay S. H a m m o n d  - 2 - August 26, 1981

(1) That the Bureau of 'Indian Affairs and the local schoqljjdistricts’r 
determine that each student affected by the closure has been 
assured entry into a secondary program of comparable^ range to 
that which he or she was participating in at the Mt.-:Edgecumbe 
School;

(2) That the Bureau of Indian Affairs reaffirm its trust "-respon­
sibilities to-Alaska . Native. students by seeking to supplement 
and enrich the educational experiences of Alaska Native stu­
dents attending public school in Alaska by providing ongoing,
sustained funding to local districts and the Department of 
Education in an amount equal to the Bureau's FY-1981 Operation­
al Budget for the Mt. Edgecumbe School;

(3) That the Bureau of Indian Affairs, affected school districts,
and_.the _ Department of Education jointly conduct extensive..field'"'
hearings in order to receive _ maxi m u m  input from local*- com­
munities respecting the transition; and

(4) That the Bureau of Indian Affairs work zealously with all
affected students, school districts, and the Department to
guarantee completion of the orderly transfer of primary respon­
sibility for these students no later than the end of the 1981-82 
school year."

1 h a d  Commissioner Lind provide the Board with a written’ report as 
to the .progress - made as a result' of these motions. The report is
enclosed and I have asked Commissioner Lind to keep your office 
informed of the solution to the education of the students affected by 
the BIA closure of Mt. Edgecumbe School.

The Board appreciates your continued concern and participation for
the best education possible for Alaskan students.

Sincerely,

Vincent Casey, Chairman
Alaska State Board of Education

Enclosure

cc: Commissioner Lind
Carol Burger 
Board Members



A la s k a  ^tate ^legislature W H ILE  IN  SESSION

House of Representatives
Pouch V

State Capito!

Albert P. Adams
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(90?) 465-3706

Chairman 
Committee on Finance 

April , 1982

A N C H O R A G E  O F F IC E
1024 W. 6th Avenue

Official Business

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-0615

The Honorable Charlie Parr 
Alaska State Senate

H O M E - D IS T R IC T  21 
P.O. Box '71

Kot:ebue, Alaska 99752 
(907) 442-3320

Dear Senator Parr:

I recently received a copy of the Senate Health, Education 
and Social Services Co m m i t t e e’s report on Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School. The report is generally good, but I would like to 
suggest one correction at this time. The Report gives an 
average operating cost per student of $19,502 for this 
school year. This figure is based on a budget of $6,315,751, 
and a current student population of 323. Since some attri­
tion occurs during the school year, it would be more accurate 
co use an average student population for the whole year. 
According to Leroy Demmert, Superintendent of Mt. Edgecumbe, 
36J]L»4e--a good average for the current school year. Using 
T h i s  figtrr^Tthe c o st per student would be $17,500.

I would also like to point out that Mt. Edgecumbe's consolida-- 
tion/renovation plan would reduce operating costs considerably. 
The energy efficiency of the buildings would be improved, 
and the number of buildings would be reduced by combining 
more functions in the renovated buildings. Following imple­
mentation of the plan, Mt. Edgecunjb.p w a u.ldJb.fi. a b le to accom­

modate 500 s tudents at_an average annual cost of $10,400 per 
S'tTTd'ent-TT9'8l dorlarsf. "ApjSfovimab'ely"'8~57o of^Mf~l‘̂PT^gecum6e1 s 
s tudents come from areas served"bv.JiEAA'J.s71'which'"tiaa an*’1̂  
ah^ragearmu'ar^cos t 1 per ~ stuclent of $9_,261 in FY 81. Hence,
Mt. Edgecumbe'5,'TT(TST^f ̂ pr6vT3‘i h ^ -a^quality education to 
rural students would be close to the mean. Considering that 
M . Edgecumbe is a boarding school which must provide travel, 
housing and supervision 7 days a week, its cost per student

V would compare very favorably with the costs of other high 
schools serving rural students.

If Mt. Edgecumbe were to be aquired by the State of Alaska, 
the state should negotiate with the federal government to 
receive the surplus land and buildings associated with the O  
school. The pro c e e ds from tjagir sale could then be used to % 
defray the capita] costs xnvo 1 ved^irrTThe consolidation/reno­
vation plan.

Although the federal government established Mt. Edgecumbe to 
provide education for Alaskan Natives, if the state were to 
acquire M t . Edgecumbe, this racial criterion could not be 
used in determining student eligibility. The question then 
becomes, should the state continue to make this unique 
educational environment available to Alaska's students.



Senator Parr 
April 8, 1982 
Page 2

I urge you to schedule Senate Bill 844, which would create 
the Mt. Edgecumbe Regional Education Attendance Area, for a 
hearing in your committee as soon as possible. At this 
point, Mt. Edgecumbe is expected to operate for one more 
school year, but without a freshman class. It behooves the 
Alaska Legislature to make a decision on this issue this 
year, so that if the state decides to operate Mt. Edgecumbe, 
the school can avoid planning for shut down, and begin 
planning their future instead.

Sincerely.

House Finance Committee Mt. Edgecumbe Task Force

Bette Cato, Chair

House of Representatives
' 1 , A

House Rules Committee

House of Representatives
Fred F. Zharoff
House of Representatives

cc: Senator Terry Stimson
Senator Mike Colletta 
Senator Vic Fischer 
Senator Tim Kelly

APA/wlr



Official Business

TO:

FROM:

DATE: 

S U B J ;

Albert P. Adams
Chairman 

Committee on Finance

Juneau. Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-3706

A N C H O R A G E  O FF IC E  
1024 W . 6t'n Avenue 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 274-0615

H O M E  - D IS T R IC T  21 
P O .  Box 271

Senator Charlie Parr, Chairman, Senate Health, Konebue, Alaska 99752 
Education and Social Services Ccmmittee (907) 442-3320

Representative Albert P. Adams, C h a i r m a n , A i P  
House Finance Committee /

April 19, 1982

HB 812, "An Act making a special appropriation to 
the Department of Education to enable freshmen to 
attend Mount Edgecube High School, and providing 
for an effective date."

.  .. - -  - J  -—J — — ----

House Bill 812 would provide $1,000,000 to al l o w  Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School to have a freshman class during the 1982-1983 
school year. The federal government has committed itself to 
one more year of funding for Mt. Edgecumbe, but without a 
freshman class. It is important that Mt. E d g ecumbe has a 
freshman class, because without one, several teachers and 
support staff members would be laid off, and the educational 
program for the remaining students would be detrimentally 
affected. I have provided the Committee w i t h  a letter to me 
from Mt. Edgecumbe Superintendent, Leroy D e m m e r t , dated 
March 30. In it he states that "Without the additional funds 
and a freshman class, we would have to release these teaching 
and support positions [listed on the last page]. Needless 
to say, the overall effect on the curricular offerings and 
delivery system would be disastrous. With funding from the 
Suate, we would be able to support a freshman class, and 
keep our scope and depth of curricular offerings to a quality 
level." Because of the negative effect of n o t  having a 
freshman class, on the remainder of the Mt. Edgecumbe educational 
program, I strongly recommend passage of HB 812.

The State Board of Education adopted four c o n d i t i o n s , at 
their October 10, 1981 meeting in Glennallen wh i c h  they 
would insist be met before the Board would support the 
closure of Mt. Edgecumbe. One of these conditions was that 
the BIA work w i t h  affected students, school districts and 
the Department to guarantee completion of the orderly transfer 
of primary responsibility for these students no later than 
the end of the 1981-82 school year. The m a n y  Alaskans



supporting Mt. Edgecumbe have succeeded in obtaining federal 
agreement to keep Mt. Edgecumbe open an additional year, but 
with o u t  a freshman class. Hence the transitional period has 
been extended one more year. I feel the Board wou l d  be 
backing down on its committment to guarentee an orderly 
transfer of primary responsibility for these s t u d e n t s , if it 
did not support continuation of a quality prog r a m  at Mt. 
Edgecumbe during the transitional year.

I wo u l d  like to refer to the April 12, 1 9 8 2 'letter from the 
President of the State Board of Education to Senator Jalmar 
Kerttula. He states that HB 812 would "strike at the very 
heart of our policy supporting a single public education 
delivery system in Alaska." I don't follow his reasoning.
If the state should acquire Mt. Edgecumbe, it would be 
incorporated into the single educational system which we 
presently have. It is illegal to discriminate on the basis 
of race or special political relationship w i t h  the federal 
government where state money is concerned. Hence race would 
n ot be a criterion in determining eligibility for Mt. Edgecumbe. 
House Bill 812 proposes $1,000,000 for the support of a 
freshman class a.; Mt. Edgecumbe next year, hence the freshman 
class would be open to Alaskan students regardless of race. 
According to the most recent information I have obtained 
from Washington D.C., the Department of the Interior has no 
problems accepting the $1,000,000 in state mo n e y  which must 
be spent without regard to rice. Hence next year's freshman 
class may include non-Natives.

The last thing I would like to touch on are the four conditions 
adopted by the State Board of Education. The Board held if 
these conditions were not undertaken, the Board would not 
support closure of M t . Edgecumbe. I have provided a letter 
from the President of the Board, and Board minutes which 
reiterate this position.

To date, the only condition I can see that has been met is 
that of holding joint hearings on the closure of Mt. Edgecumbe 
to gather input from the affected communities. The federal 
government will not put in an additional $6,000,000 per year 
to supplement and enrich education for Native students, the 
village high schools do not provide a comparable program to 
the one offered by Mt. Edgecumbe, and as I stated obove, I 
do not feel an orderly transfer will take place if the 
quality of education at Mt. Edgecumbe is not maintained during 
the transitional period.



l y i i r  l A ' L i t i
DEPT. OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

April 19, 1982

JAYS. HAMMOND. GOVERNOR

POUCH H  01
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99811 
PHONE:

465-3030 
(FW-1)

DOCUMENT NO. 144-82

The Honorable Charles H. Parr 
The Legislature 
State Capitol, Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

I have been asked to comment on the proposed use of the IMpunt Edoecumbe 
School ? a minimum security .iail. The issues concerned with s e l e c t i n g * a 
site and structure for such a us6' are many.

The location should be one that provides opportunities for inmates to live 
in an unconfined atmosphere. Such things as perimeter security are non­
existent. The inmate could walk away from a minimum security prison if he 
so desired. Of course, the population of minimum security prisons is carefully 
selected and consists of prisoners who are adjusting to pre-release conditions. 
Also, prisoners whose remaining sentences are of short duration. Most minimum 
facility locations are in populated areas and the desirability of such close 
interaction between prisoners and the general population is questioned by 
many. Ultimately, the surrounding community will have much to say about 
such a location.

Ordinarily, the acreage associated with a minimum security prison would be 
sufficient to allow outdoor activities. Often this would include farming.
Another locational factor has to do with proximity of inmates to their communities 
and families. Their re-entry to normal life will be benefited by their 
ability to have close communications. This factor generally means that such 
prisons should be near populous areas. Most inmates who would qualify for 
this type of placement would not be from Sitka or Southeast Alaska. Trans­
portation alone can become a cost and logistical concern.

The structural uses needed for minimum security facilities can be categorized 
as housing, program, and administrative. These requirements are usually 
met by a number of structures which may be tied together by a service core.
The structures involve different space requirements with plumbing, wiring, 
and mechanical systems designed for each. These requirements can be more 
easily met, and usually at a lesser cost in new bud d i n g s  rather than through 
renovation. Our estimates for the renovation of existing buddings to prison 
configurations are generally high compared to new construction costs. Also, 
efficient space utilization is often difficult to achieve in building 
renovation.
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The great need for bed space at this time is not in minimum custody space, 
but for close and maximum security classifications. It is most unlikely 
that the school could be effectively utilized for a close or maximum 
security prison.

At this time it is not possible for me to evaluate the suitability of the 
Edgecumbe School as a minimum security prison. However, before the end 
of April members of my staff and Department of Transportation and Public 
Facilities personnel will visit the site to gether specific information 
concerning the site, building floor plans, and structural and mechanical 
conditions. However, many of the issues that would be addressed have been 
identified in this letter.

The initial reaction of my staff to the idea that the school could be renovated 
is one of doubt.

Please let me know if I can be of any further help. My staff and I are 
prepared to work with you to provide a sound prison system for the State of 
Alaska at the least cost possible.

Sincerely,

Helen D. Beirne 
Commissioner



April 12, 1982

The Honorable Jalmar Kerttula 
President, Alaska State Senate 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Senator Kerttula:

As you are probably aware, the Bureau of Indian Affairs had 
previously scheduled closing Mt. Edgecumbe Boarding High School at 
the ‘completion of the 1981-82 school year. The • Reagan 
Administration, after receiving much political pressure, has decided 
to extend the closing date to the end of the 1982.-83 school year. 

As a first step in that planned closure, the B.IA has determined that 
Mt. Edgecumbe will accept no freshmen students for the 1982-83 
school year. As the President of the State Board of Education, I 
view these actions by the federal government to be in harmony with
the State Board s long-held position favoring the planned, orderly 
withdrawal of the Bureau of Indian Affairs from' Alaska Public 
Education and

the Bureau of Indian Affairs from' Alaska Public 
final resolution of this divisive issue in our

educational structure?

A recent action by the Alaska State House of Representatives,
however, threatens ' to strike at the very heart of our' policy 
supporting a single public education delivery system in Alaska. On 
April 8, 1982, the House passed CS/HB 812 (Finance) which, if
enacted, would appropriate $1 ,000,000 for a 1982-83 freshman class 
at Mt. Edgecumbe. The funds ($6,000,000) to extend the school for 
one year, were taken from monies budgeted for transition of those 

v students into local schools. The political ramifications of
providing state aid for a federal responsibility notwithstanding

several educational concerns. Further, I 
respect to the appropriateness of using 
nonpublic facility, which may .or may not 
the same time, previously committed state 

being cut below full entitlements.

such an act gives rise to 
have serious doubts with 
state funds to- support a 
continue in’ existence, at 

aid to public education is

Lastly, local school districts have, over the pist few years, 
developed programs and constructed facilities with a long-range view 
toward absorbing existing BIA students. The action by the House is 

counter productive to those plans and again raises the question of 
whether that issue will ever be settled in a dispositive fashion.



I. respectfully urge the Senate to endorse the State Board's policy 
of a single public educational delivery system in Alaska by opposing 
enactment of any legislation which would prolong the existence of 
Mt. Edgecumbe as currently operated.

Sincerely,

Vincent H. Casey 
President

cc: Governor Jay S. Hammond
Members, Alaska State Senate 
Members, State Board of Education 
Commissioner Marshall L. Lind 
DOE/MLF
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(K \ n z k u  Jitaie ^ t g r s l a t u r e

S e n a t e  _ . v
C h a rlie Parr, C h a i r m a n  r o u ^f "
T e r r y  Stinson, V i c e - C h a i r m a n  C n m m U f a a  n - n  State Capitol
Vic F i scher L ommittee on Juneau> A]agka 99811
T i n  Kelly . _

H i k .  C o l l e t t .  H e M , Sducafion &  S o c ia l  S e rv ices  JgrJSoJ

March 4, 1982

The H o n o r a b l e  J a l m a r  K e r t t u l a  
P r e s i d e n t
A l a s k a  Stat e Senate 
P o u c h  V
Juneau, AK 99811 

De a r  Senator Kerttula:

As y o u  know, the D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior has d e c i d e d  to 
d i s c o n t i n u e  funding the B u r e a u  of Indian A f fairs schools, 
in c l u d i n g  (apparently) the b o a r d i n g  high school in Mt.
Edgecumbe. This school seems to be popular w i t h  the 
p o p u l a t i o n  it serves, as rural schools are seen not 
p r o v i d i n g  an educati on d e e m e d  adequate for v i l l a g e  students.

To m y  knowledge, no e v a l u a t i o n  has been done on the f a c ility 
in Mt. Edgecumbe. Since this issue comes u n d e r  the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of the Health, E d u c a t i o n  and Social Services 
Coimnittee, I have p r o p o s e d  a trip to Sitka for M a r c h  18, to 
m e e t  with the school a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and tour the e d u c a t i o n a l  
facilities. This h a l f - d a y  trip has been c o o r d i n a t e d  with 
the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of Mt. E d g e c u m b e  and all i n d i c a t i o n s  show 
t h a t  the entire c o m m i t t e e  plans to attend.

The Senate HESS C o m m i t t e e  intends to e v a l u a t e  the facility 
and make a report to the Legislature.

Sincere

Charles H. Parr 
Chairman

cc: Se nate HESS C o m m i t t e e  M e m ber s
Ma r sh all Lind, C o m m i s s i o n e r  of E d u c a t i o n  
Senator  Dick E l iason 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Ben G r u s s e n d o r f
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I

p u r p o s e

   .  ----

Th is  s l udy  exam in es  academ ic  success, d ropou t ,  and graduat ion 
rales o f  Alaska Na l i v r s  al. the Un iv ers i t y  o f  Alaska al. Fai rbanks 
(1.1 A I*') through Hi p la in  l!)70s. II. exp lores:

• l lal .es o f  academ ic  success and dropout- among  Na l i ve  
s l ud en l s  w h o  enro l l ed as new co l lege freshmen from lflti.'l 
through 197D.

e Re la t i onsh ips  be tween standardi/.ed test scores, h igh school  
grades, and o the r  factors, l o  the co l lege success o f  Nat ive 
students.

• Co l lege success rales o f  Nat i ve  freshmen from the new  smal l 
v i l lage h igh schools.

• Numbers  o f  Na l i v e  students graduat ing w i t h  associate, bacca­
laureate, and graduate degrees in d i f fe ren t  f ie lds o f  study.

T h e  purpose o f  this study is to prov ide  basic statistical i n f o rma ­
t io n  on Nat i ve  co l lege success at U A F  w h i c h  can be used in id en t i f y ­
i ng p rob lem areas and program needs. Wh i l e  we draw a t ten t ion Lo 
program changes at U A F  dur ing  the  1970s, this research was n o t  de ­
signed to exp la in  changes in success rates. Rather , i t is i n tended to 
br i ng  them to the a t ten t ion o f  educators and the Nat i ve  c om m un i t y .

M E T H O D S

Ou r  statistics on  academ ic  success and drop-out rates arc based 
o n  Un ivers i ty  o f  Alaska s tuden t  records. However ,  s ince m an y  stu­
dents in registering choose no t  to iden t i f y  themselves by e thn ic  or i ­
g in,  this source o f  i n f o rma t i o n  is i n comp le t e .  Therefore, we supp le­
men ted  un ivers i ty  records w i t h  information from the S tuden t  O r i e n ­
ta t ion .Services Program (SOS) w h i c h  works c lose ly w i t h  Nat ive 
students. *

Pro-1975 in fo rma t i o n  on  the success rates o f  first-time Nat ive

l l l e c a u s c  o f  l im a  and  budget l im ita t io n s , w e  used un ivers ity records a lone  (w ith ­
ou t  SOS supp lem en ta t io n)  to ob ta in  add it io na l data on the success o f  Nat ive stu­
dents from d if fe ren t  types o f  h igh schoo ls w ho  entered U A F  in 1978 and 1979. 
A dd in g  data from these years enab led us to increase the size o f  o u r  popu la t io n  
group o f  Nat ive students w h o  graduated from  small vi llage h igh schools.

-  1 -



freshmen comes Trom iw c n e a r l i e r  p um ic nuon s .  - o i n t is ucs  i rm n  uu; 
1075-1979 years were col lector! b y  (l ie th i rd au tho r  o f  this study, 
Ve lma  l l t i h lm rd ,  w i t h  the coope ra t ion  o f  the SOS  program. I . i s t s o f  
Nat ive co l lege graduates were c om p i l e d  from c om m en c em e n t  p ro ­
grams; SOS program records; and records o f  the Cross-Cultural lSdu- 
ca l io n  D eve lo pmen t  Program (X-CIOD), a fiold-hascd teacher tra in ing  
program.**

De f in i t i o n  o l  "A cadem ic  Success"
"Success” is a value-laden term w h i c h  can he de f ined  in m an y  

d i f ferent  ways. S in c e  tin: p r imary  purpose o f  this study was to m o n i ­
tor change in Na t i ve  s tudents ’ co l lege pe r formance over t ime, wc 
used the d e f i n i t i o n  o f  co l l ege success that we had used in ear l ier p u b ­
l i cat ions . Thus ,  we c o u ld  compa re  success rate* in the 19G0s, early 
1970s, and Into 1970s.

A s tuden t  was p laced in  Hie "co l lege success” category if he or 
she earned at least a 2.0 (m i n im um  passing) average grade and re­
ceived at least 7.5 or  mo re  credits per scm'-'Lcr (hal f  the numbe r  o f  
credits needed Lo advance  in class standing) dur ing  the first en ro l l ­
men t  in col lege.  Wc based success on  credi ts comp le t ed  as wel l  as 
gradc-poinl  average because, in some cases, students fa i l ing classes 
chose to d rop  mos t  o f  t he i r  course load du r ing  the semester. T hu s ,  a 
s tudent  cou ld  conce i v ab ly  end u p  w i t h  a 4.0 gradc-point average by  
d ropp in g  al l b u t  one  course .

S om e  educators prefer a more  r igorous d e f in i t i o n  o f  co l lege 
success—earn ing at least a 2.0 average grade and at least 12 credits 
per semester dur ing  the first e n r o l lm e n t  in col lege . Twe l v e  credits is 
the m i n im u m  n um b e r  o f  cred its a s tuden t  can earn per semester 
and ma in ta in  ful l-time s tuden t  stand ing .  Wc prov ide  i n fo rma t i on  in 
supp lementary  foo tno tes on  the success rates o f  first-time Nat ive 
freshmen f rom 1975-1979 when  the 2.0 G l ’A/12 crndits-pcr-scmcstcr 
d e f in i t i o n  o f  success is used. However ,  we prefer the less str ingent

^Thrr .c u j r ’ tfargn Koho'i it niift .lucliLh IGs lt i f rb ! , Aicisfza Ma l ivca in Itipht*? ICtlttcc- 
I io n  (Fa irbanks: Un ivers i ty  o f  Alaska, Ins t itu te  o f S oc ia l ,  E co n om ic ,  and Gov- 
em in e n t  Research, IS15GR Repor t  No . 40, 1074); Jud ith  K le in f ck l ,  Alaska 
Native. S tudents and Co l lege  Success (Fa irbanks: Un ivers i ty  o f  Alaska, I n s l i l u l c  
o f  Soc ia l and E c o n om ic  llcscnre. li , O ccas iona l Paper No . 14, 107(1). See these 
pub l ica t ions  for add it io na l in f o rm a t io n  on lire d e f in i t io n s  o f  "Nat ive"  s tudent 
(self-identif ication or 1/4 or more  Nat ive  on co llege o r  Ih ir cnn  o f  Ind ia n  Affairs 
records) and "first-lime freshmen" (a s tuden t w h o  had no t  p rev ious ly  enro l led  
in n program o f  h igher educa t ion) .
•HVe have no t  In c luded  X-CED students, however , In statistics on  academ ic  suc ­
cess and drop-out rates. W ith  the e x ce p t io n  o f  statistics o n  U A F  graduates, th is 
study concerns Nat ive  freshmen on the U A F  campus .

- 2 -
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d i f f i c u l t i es  du r ing  the first semester or two .
In sum , this study uses a c om b i n a t i o n  o f  gradc-point average 

and credits atta ined as the measure for academ ic  success. T h e  most  
c o m m o n l y  used index o f  co l lege success, in contrast , is drop-out-ral.r. 
Drop-out statistics, however ,  nan be qu i t e  mislead ing .  As this study 
shows, man y  Nat i ve (and non-Native) students leave for a semester or 
two and later return Lo co l lege Thus ,  drop-out rates at any single 
p o i n t  in t ime do no t  i n d i m  :inl. p ropo r t i o n  o f  Nat i ve  students
have pe rmanen t l y  left col ic;. wha t  p ropo r t i o n  arc. tak ing a sem­
ester ofr.  O n e  approach to i.i*a « ’ 'cm is l o  ex am in e  drop-out rales
o n ly  among  those who have !.-i ,<'ast 4 years to re-enroll in 
col lege.  Wh i le  we have done  suer ■ . -scs, ser ious prob lems sti l l re­
ma in .  First, students may enro l l  at ano ther  in s t i t u t i on ,  such as a 
c om m u n i t y  col lege,  and w c  w i l l  have inaccurate ly  l isted them as 
dropouts .  Second ,  using d r o p o u t  as an index  o f  "fa i lure" in co r­
rect ly imp l ie s  that students have received l i t t le bene f i t  from t ime 
spent successful ly comp le t i n g  co l lege courses. O u r  exper ience has 
been that  Nat i ve students w i t h  some co l lege exper ience  have an ad­
vantage in the j o b  market .

In short, wc present drop-out statist ics because this in fo rmat ion  
is c o m m o n l y  requested by legislators and un ivers i ty  admin istrators 
interested in an i n s t i t u t i on ’s " ho l d i n g  powe r . ” However ,  in ou r  v iew, 
a far mo re  i n format i ve  measure o f  Nat i ve  co l lege success is the n u m ­
ber o l  Nat i ve  students successful ly c omp l e t i n g  a part icu lar numbe r  o f  
cred i t  hours.

L im i ta t i ons  of S tudy
Th i s  study is l im i t ed  to an analysis o f  Nat i ve  co l lege success’at a 

s ingle in st i t u t i on ,  the Un ivers i ty o f  Alaska at Fa irbanks. Rates o f  
success a l  this i ns t i t ut ion a rc  impo r tan t  because U A F  accounts for 
the largest numbe r  o f  Alaska Nat ives w ho  ob ta in  baccalaureate and 
graduate degrees.'1 However ,  large numbers  of  Nat i ve  students also 
at tend co l lege at the Un ivers i ty o f  Alaska at Anchorage,  Alaska 
c o m m u n i t y  col leges, and ins t i t ut ions  outs ide  oT Alaska. Wc do no t  
k n ow  the cx lenL to w h i c h  changes in Nat i ve  co l lege success at U A F  
represent more general trends.

A second l im i t a t i o n  o f  this s tudy is that  in e xam in in g  changes in 
success, we used un ivers i ty records, w h i c h  con ta in  on ly  such infnr-

o f  A Today : Degrees and O ther Form a l Awards Conferred hy the. University 
o f  Alaska, 1078-79  (University of Alaska: ORicr of Institutional I’lnnninn, lie- 
srnrch Report 1)0-1).
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m i l l i o n  ;Vji age, sox, and standard ized test scores. W i t h  this data base, 
wo can do  no more  than prov ide c lues for later invest igat ion i n to  the 
causes of  Nat i ve  co l lege success and d ropou t .  For examp le ,  wc have 
found a modera te ly  strong re lat ionsh ip be tween dec lar i ng a ma jor 
and academ ic  success. Yet ,  decla i  m;' a ma jo r  may be on ly  an i nd i c a ­
t ion o f  ano ther factor, a sense o f  purpose in co l lege , w h i c h  we have 
not measured d irect ly .

A cadem ic  Success Ra les of  Nat ive Freshmen at U A F
be tween  15)03 and 15)78, academ ic  success among  ful l-time 

Nat ive  freshmen increased, desp i te the fact that  du r ing  this per iod 
the Un ivers i ty enro l l ed  an increasing ly largo n um b e r  o f  rural students 
wil . l i l ow  levels o f  academ ic  preparat ion .

In  the 1960s, less than a th i rd o f  Nat i ve  freshmen succeeded in 
col lci 'e (F igure 1). In the ear ly 1H70S, rates of  academ ic  success 
greatly increased, w i t h  over 40 percent  o f  Nat i ve  freshmen succeed­
ing in co l lege by 15)70/’ Dur ing  the Inter 15)70s, however ,  success 
rates f undamen ta l l y  reached a p lateau. 'Die ma jo r  imp ro vemen t ,  in 
short, occurred In the early 15170s.

T h e  increase in Nat ive  academ ic  success in the first ha l f  o f  the 
l:)70s is more impressive than these figures ind ica te  because o f  the 
decrease in the academ ic  preparat ion o f  f l i c Nat i ve  freshmen w ho  are 
attend ing U A F ,  as measured by standardized tests.^ Most  freshmen 
at U A F  have taken f l ic Amer ic an  Co l l ege  Test (ACT) ,  in w h i c h  scores 
range f rom 3fi (5)5)lh percent i le) to 0. N a t i o na l l y ,  the average A C T  
score for co l lege freshmen is 18.7. In  15)63, o n l y  12 percent of 
Nat ive freshmen came lo. co l lege w i t h  very l ow  A C T  scores o f  10 or 
be low  (Tab le 1). Uy 1971, 30 percent  o f  the Na t i ve  freshmen had 
A C T  scores in this range. In  the late 1970s the p ropo r t i on  increased 
to 55 percent .7

® Using t l in  morn s lr ingnn t n cm lc i i l ic  success cr iter ion o f  i l l  least a 2.0 gradc-point 
average am i 12 or morn credits t:r>iiijni:i.rii j ie t  5Ciiif:Slef, SUCCESS riilCS for fill!- 
l im e  Nat ive  freshmen arc: 1075, HO percent (N-G3); 1070, 31 percent (N-72); 
1077, 32 percent (N"7-l); 107H, 32 percent (N-72), ( In comp le te  in fo rmat ion); 
1070, 33 percen t (N"74), ( Incomp lete  In fo rm a t ion) . •
'’Whether such standardized tests are appropr iate measures o f  academ ic  ab i l i t y  
for minority students, such ns Alnskn Natives, Is n continuing educational contro­
versy. Howeve r , ns wc w i l l  later discuss, ACT scores are moderately strong prc- 
d ic lo rs  o f a cadem ic  success for NnLivc students ns they are for non-Nnl ive stu­
dents. Such  tests are useful ind icators o f  h ow  we l l student:; arc Ilk ply Lo do  in a 
college sett ing , even though they may he poo r measures o f  " in te l le c tua l ab i l i t y ."

^A score in th is range ind icates that the s tudent is at the 7th percent i le  or be low , 
compared lo  students na t iona l ly  w ho  Look the ACT lest.
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19G3 19G0 I9G 9 1070 1971 1975 19/0 1977 1070 1070

Ynnr Fnlornd U niversity

N um ber of

New F resh m en : (37) ( G i l  (731 1(19) (105) (G3I (72) (7-1) I 1 1 5 )’  l - l *

M n com p lele  Inform ation.

S o u rce : U n iversity  of A lnskn, O lfiee  o f Adm issions nod U ncords; supplem ented liy  SO S  i l . i l

Figure 1. A cadem ic  Success Rales of Nat i ve Freshmen Who 
Ente red U A F  Between 1963 and 1979

In  sum ,  Nat i ve  freshmen's col lege success sit U A F  rose in the 
early 1970s desp i te an increasing numbe r  o f  Nat i ve  students with 
l im i t ed  academ ic  preparat ion .  Success rates remained sl.nl le in the 
late 1970s despi te ano ther substant ial  increase in freshmen v i l l i  low 
A C T  scores. Wh i le  the success rate o f  Nat i ve freshmen who entered 
w i t h  A C T  scores in the lowest  range (10 or l i c iow) d id  no t  increase 
m u c h  du r i ng  the l a ic  1970s, gains in the success rates d id  occur  for 
Nat i ve  freshmen w h o  entered w i t h  m ed i um  to h igh A C T  scores 
(Figure 2); this was especially true for Lhosc w i th  the h igh A CT  
scores.

In add i t i on  to this increase in success, the n umbe r  o f  new 
Nat i ve  freshmen cn l c r i n  the Un iversi ty o f  Alaska increased substan­
t ia l ly du r i ng  the 1970s (F igure 1). Aga in ,  the ma jo r  increase occurred 
in the early 1970s, w i t h  wha t  appears to he a level ing o f f  in the late



A c l  Scores of  Nat i ve Freshmen Who Ente red U A F  
Between 1963 and 1970

A C T  D is tr ibu t ions  over T im n

1

Compos ite  
A CT  Scorns 19G3 10Gn 1971 1975-1970

Low (0-10) 12% 12% 30% 55%
M ed ium  (11-201 G7 71 57 41

H igh (2M) 21 17 13 4

To l . i l 100% 100% 100% 100%

Average A C T  Score 16.7 1G.0 13.9 9.7

Num ber  of S tuden ts ’ (33) (50) (97) (300)

'Onset! o n  s ludcn ls  lo r  w h o m  A C T  scores were ava ilab le .

Source: Un ivers i ty  o l  A laska, O f f ic e  o l  Adm iss ions and Records; supp le ­
m en ted  b y  SOS staff.

1970s. E n r o l lm e n t  figures, however ,  are erratic. T h e y  reflect various 
social changes—for examp le ,  the nva i lnb i l i t y o f  high-paying jobs du r ­
ing Lhc cons t ruc t ion  o f  the Irans-Alaslta p i pe l ine .  Moreover ,  wc may 
have om i t t ed  some Nat i ve  students, part i cu lar l y those w ho  d id  no t  
use SOS services. I t  is clear, however ,  that the c n r o l lm o  of non- 
Nat i vc  freshmen at U A F  increased marked ly  f rom the 1960s to the 
1970s. More  students enro l l ed ,  and more o f  these succeeded academ­
ica l ly .

Reasons for Increase in Success
T h e  reasons for l h c  increase in the co l lege success o f  Nat ive  

students in the 1970s are comp lex  and invo l ve numerous  po l i t i ca l  
and e c o nom ic  deve lopments .  For  examp le ,  the set t l ement  o f  the 
Alaska Nat i ve  Land C la ims  in 1971 focused a t ten t ion on  l l i e  need for 
educated Natives to staff the regional  and vi l lage co rpora t ions estab­
l ished unde r  the Land C la ims  Act .  Du r i ng  the late 1960s as wel l ,  the 
success o f  m ino r i t y  groups in co l lege became a na t iona l  issue. U A F  
admin istrators and facu l ty became more aware of  the prob lems o f  
Na l i v e  students and more w i l l i n g  to ease un ivers i ty requ irements .  I n

(N-50) IN-1U2) IN-MO) (N-0-1) (N-30) IN-10)
Student* with Low Student* with Medium Students with I lipli 

ACT Score** ACT Score* ACT Score*

'An  ACT score Itnlow 10 I* dnllned n* low; 
from  11 -20, medium; end 21* .  hit|h.
Source: U n lv c rs l ly  of Alaska, O i l i e r  o l  Adm iss ions and Uncords; 

supp lem en ted  b y  SOS sta l l .

Figure 2. A cadem ic  Success Ratos of Nat ive Freshmen w i t h  
D if ferent A C T  Scores Who Entered U A F  Between 
1969 and 1970

add i t ion ,  a special  new program, S tuden t  O r ie n ta t ion  Services,  wits 
deve loped at U A F  in 1969. T h e  program provides a cadem ic  advising 
and tutor ing services, sponsors seminars,  and serves as a gathering 
p lace for students. In add i t ion ,  students may enro l l  in such special 
courses as cross-cultural c ommun i c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  are c om b i n e d  w i th  
regular freshmen courses, such as an th ropo logy . SOS instructors 
attend these freshmen courses w i th  students to teach such ski l ls as 
n o lo l n k i n g  and wr i t i ng  research papers. T he  basic SOS  program 
approach was deve loped  dur ing  the early 1970s and l h c  program 
ga ined add i t i ona l  exper ience in the late 1970s.

T h e  d eve lo pmen t  b f  these programs in the early 1970s appears 
l o  have had the grcnlr it bene f i t  for Nat ive students w i th  l ow  levels of



Drop ou t  Motes o l  Nat ive Freshmen at U A F  v
'I'll*’ drop-mtl, ru le  o f  Nat ive students n l ^ l A F  has dec l in ed  since 

19(53 hu t  is sti l l  e x t r eme ly  high.* D u e  to the p rob l em  o f  ca lcu la t ion 
dropout, when  students leave for awh i l e  and later re-enroll, we first 
exam ined drop-out rates for freshmen enter ing  U A F  in 19(53, 10(59, 
and 1075, F o r  each o f  those years, students wou ld  have had d years
or more to re-enrol l at UA F .

'l hc at tr i t ion rate among  Nat i ve  students enro l l ed  in these years 
dec l ined f rom 87 percent  in 1063 to 75 percent in 1075 (Tab le 2).a 
T he  greatest dec l i n e  occurred  in the p ropo r t ion  o f  academ ic  d ism is ­
sals. In 19G3, over ha l f  the Na t i ve  freshmen were dismissed for 
academic reasons. My 1075, o n ly  10 percent  were dismissed because 
o f  poor grades. Th i s  change m ay  have occurred  in part because o f  the 
academic assistance prov ided by the 80S program. In add i t i on ,  
according to some U A F  facu l ty ,  un ivers i ty pol i c ies on academ ic  
d isqua l i f i cat ion were interpreted more len i en t l y  dur ing  this later 
period.

D rop  o u t  rates after 1075 co n t i n ued  Lo dec l in e s l ight l y (Tab le 
3). In  1075, for examp le ,  d6 percent  o f  Nat i ve freshmen dropped  o u t  
dur ing the first semester and d id  n o t  re-enroll at U A F .  In  1077, 38 
percent o f  Na l i v e  freshmen dropped  o u t  dur i ng  the firsL semester 
w i t hou t  return ing .  S im i l a r l y ,  in 1075, 20 percent o f  Nat i ve students

and Kleinfe'd, AInsha Natives in lli/jltcr i'.rfncnlinn,

H ’I ics ij f igures slioti tl no t  b r  In ic .'p re led to mean Mini. 25 percent o f  Nat ive stu­
dents graduated w ith  a"':.ante or hnt .ca laurra lr degrees. .Some o f  the group were 
sti ll enro l led  in co l lege when these figures were ca lcu la ted . We do  have compara ­
tive in fo rm a t io n  o n  grade?*ion rale', for a l l full-time frcs lunen w h o  en ro l led  in 
degree programs in 11)1.7, e o m p m n i  lo  a random  sample o f noo-Nalive freshmen. 
•Six years In ter , o n ly  13 percent o f  the  Nat ive  g roup  had graduated w i th  a h igher 
degree (7/52) from UA F . However , the U A F  graduat ion rales among  the non- 
Na l ive  samp le was o n ly  25 percent (1J/'M). O f  course, b o th  N a l iv e  and non- 
Native students may have transferred and graduated from ano ther liiglier-ctllicn- 
t ion p iogram .

1903
Drop-out Hates (percent) 

19011 *1975

Voluntary Withdrawal 
Academic Dismissal

30%
57

'18%

30
00%
in

Total Diopout 87% 80% /!.%

Nijmher ol l:rcshmcn 

Unrolled enr.lt Year (37) (611 (63)

.Source: University ol Alnskn, Ollir.o of Admissions and ftncoids; supple
mooted b y  SO S  staff.

enro l l ed in the last three semesters of  co l lege left w i t h o u t  returning .  
In  1976, none  d id  so. However ,  the changes in drop-out rates in these 
years are q u i l c  modest .  Wh i le  smal l  improvemen ts  in d ro po u t  rates 
have occurred, substant ia l ly over ha l f  the Nat i ve  freshmen enro l led  at 
U A F  in 1977 dropped  o u t  dur ing thei r first two semesters and d id  
n o l  re-enroll.

In  sum, the academ ic  success o f  Na t i ve  freshmen improved  d u r ­
ing the 1970s and drop-out rates dec l in ed  sl ight ly.  However ,  Nat ive 
freshmen c o n t i n ued  Lo have a m u ch  lowe r  academ ic  success rate Ifian 
non-Nativc freshmen (F igure 3). Sixty-eight percent of  non-Na l ivc 
students were academ ica l l y  successful dur ing  their first en ro l lmen t ,  
ns opposed to o n l y  d0 percent  o f  Nat i ve  students .*0 T h i s  gap in 
co l lege success between Nat i ve  and non-Nal i vc s ludcn ls  narrowed be­
tween 1971 and 1977, hut o n l y  s l ight ly.

T h e  issue o f  h ow  to decrease drop-out rates among Nat i ve  sl.ii 
dents remains impor tan t .  However ,  nol. al l s lud cn ls  who  en ter the 
un ivers i ty arc or shou ld he c omm i t t e d  to f in ish ing w i t h  an advanced 
degree.* * T o  the contrary ,  many  Nat i ve freshmen (about a th i rd in a

* °U s ing  l l i c  more  str ingent c r iter ion o f  at least a 2.00 (SI*A an i l 12 nr more 
credits com p le ted  per semester, success rales for full-time Na l iv e  and non-Na livc  
freshmen dur ing  1978-79 are: Nat ive  freshmen, 33 percent; non-Nal-ive fresh­
men , G2 percent.
* *Fo r a discussion o f  the  error in  labe l ing  "d ropp ing  o u t"  as a p o l icy  p rob lem , 
see l i o n  S co l lo n ,  "Ga le-Keep ing : Access or I t c l e n l i o n ,"  work ing  paper, O u t e r  
for Cross-Cultural .Studies, Un ivers ity o f  Alaska, 1981.



Dro.’M W t  Rales b y  Semester for N a l i v e  F reshmen Who
Enro l led  in U A F in 1975 , 1970, and 1977

Semeshu

ID/D
D ro p ­
outs ’*

F reshmen 1970 f r e s hm en 1977 Freshmen
Stop-
Outs1’

D ro p ­
outs

Stop-
Ou ls

Dron- Stop- 
outs Outs

IM 40% (5% 42% n% •30% 10%
7ml,: 77 10 39 14 30 16
:iui 10 11 24 0 30 9
4 III 21 0 17 n G 0
Dil i 1ft 10 0 12 _

H il i  nml 29 0 0 0 _  _

beyond
Number o l

Freshmen (63) (72) (74)

'’Proport ion o l  freshmen w h o  d ropped  o u l  du r ing  Ih is  semester and never 
te l i irned .
'’Proport ion o l  freshmen w h o  d ropped  ou t du r ing  th is semester and later re ­
turned. be tw een  20 percent a nd  'ID percent o l  "stop-outs" return, hut rlrop 
out again later and never return.
r,These percentages le le r  not to the o t ig ina l total hu t  to the p ropo r t io n  o f 
ic n inm ing  Ireshmen w h o  then d ropped  out d u r in g  the second semester, etc.

Source: U n ive is i ty  o l  Alaska. O l l i c c  of Adm iss ions and Records; supp le ­
m en ted  by  SOS sta l l .

1077 survey), said Min i  they came lo  l h c  un ivers i ty l o  "sec wha t  il. is 
l ik e .” 12 Before co n c l u d i n g  l l i n l  cu rren t  success and drop-out rates 
are the central  “ p r o b l em ,” we must  learn more abou t  w h y  Nat i ve  
freshmen are com in g  to co l lege,  wltnt they arc seeking from the ex­
perience, Why they d rop  Oii!. wi‘ siuiy, Siis! where they go later

Ano the r  s ign i f i cant  p o l i c y  issue is, w hy  arc Nat i ve  freshmen at 
U/\F arr iv ing wi th lower  and lower  levels o f  a cadem ic  preparation? 
One  possible exp la na t io n  cou ld  he that A C T  scores arc general ly d e ­
c l in ing .  However ,  this does no t  appear to he occurr ing .  Wh i l e  na t i o n ­
al ly and w i t h i n  Alaska, A C T  scores have gone d ow n  s ince 1970, the 
drop is very s l ight compared  to the d rop  among  en ter ing Nat i ve  
freshmen (F igure '1). A no th e r  possible exp lana t io n  is that  the new

* 2Klrinfcl(|, AIasi,'a Native, iStudents and Coilc/tr. fineness.

Native Nnn-N.itivo Native Non-Native
IN ’ 105) (N-'tOGI (N =M 7 ) (N-5'10)

1971 1970-1979*

’ T h is  in fo rm a t io n  came from  un ivers ity  records w h ic h  may  he 
in c om p le te ,  p art icu la r ly  for Nat ive students.

Source: Un ivers i ty  o l  Alaska, O f f ice  o f  Adm iss ions and Records , supp le ­
m en ted  hy  SOS  staff; Karen K o l io u t  and Jud ith  K le in fe lr l , A/aska 
Natives in  H ig he r  E du c a t io n  (Fairbanks: U n iv e is i ty  o f  Alaska, 
I5ER Report No . 40, 1974).

Figure 3. A cadem ic  Success Rates of  Nat i ve and Non-Nal ivc 
Freshmen in 1971 and 1970—1979

smal l  v i l lage h igh schoo ls offer iess adequate academ ic  preparat ion 
than the fo rmer  hoard ing  schoo ls mos t  v i l lage s l ud cn l s  attended. A 
thi rd poss ib i l i t y is that in the 1970s, more Na l i v e  high schoo l  sl.it* 
slants became interested in co l lege,  and Ih is larger group in c luded 
students w i t h  lowe r  academ ic  preparat ion . A fourth poss ib i l i ty is 
that  e n r o l lm e n t  patterns have changed , and more academ ica l l y  tal­
en ted Nat i ve  students attended col leges outs ide Alaska in the 1970s 
than before. Wo do n o l  k n ow  wh ic h ,  i f  any, o f  these exp lana t ions  arc 
correct , However ,  in fo rma l  d iscussions wi th Nat i ve co l lege students

-  11 -



Pi(|iiri! d. Average A C T  Scores (Compos i te) of Nat i ona l  and 
Alaska Col lego-IJound Freshmen from 1970—1079

do sii|'i;i\sl. I l int many  o f  Lhc' mos t  academ ica l l y  capab le vi l lage stu- 
denis arc indeed leaving Alaska Lo attend col lege. It is impo r tan t  to 
find ou t  whe the r  this pattern is occurr ing and whether or no t  Nat i ve 
students w ho  leave Alaska do  better or worse than those who  aLlcnd 
universit ies w i t h i n  the state.

-  1 2 -
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to Nat i ve Freshmens' 'Col i i iyu Success
A co n t i n u in g  controversy in the educa t iona l  research l i terature 

is whe the r  or  n o t  standard ized tests, such as A C T  scores, are use lu l  in 
p r e d i c t i n g  co l lege success for m ino r i t y  g roup  students. I ’r e v i o u s  
studies in tlx; 19(>0s and ear ly 1.970s ind ica te modera te ly  strong rela­
t ionsh ips be tween compos i t e  A C T  scores and academ ic  success 
among  Nat ive freshmen .1’1 In the late 1970s, compos i t e  A C T  scores 
also pred icted co l l c i 'e grades and cred its atta ined, buL no t  drop-oid 
rates (Tab le /I). T h e  A CT ’ ICni'l ish subtest was the strongest pred ictor 
o f  a cadem ic  success; i ndeed , i t  was a som ewha t  better pred ic tor  than 
the compos i t e  A C T  score. T h e  Kngl ish A C T  scon; also had a modes t  
re la t i onsh ip  to drop-ouL rales.

However ,  standard ized Lest scores were no better than high- 
schoo l  gi iule-poinL average in pred ic t ing  co l lege success (Tab le d). I f  
A C r  Kngl ish tcsL scores are con t ro l l ed ,  h igh schoo l  grade-poinl. aver­
age is a modes t  pred ic tor o f  co l l c i 'e success (r~.25). S im i l a r l y ,  i f high 
schoo l  grades are con t ro l l ed ,  A C T  Knf'l ish scores con t i n ue  Lo he a 
p red ic lo r  o f  co l lege success (r=.25). These  two pred ictors—A C T  
Kni' l i sh scores and hi i 'h schoo l  grades—both  exp la in  some o f  the vari ­
a t ion in Lhc rate o f  Nat i ve freshmens’ co l lege success. Togethe r ,  A C T  
Knf'l ish scores and h igh schoo l  grades a c coun t  for 17 percent o f  the 
var iat ion.  T hu s ,  academ ic  background  cont r i bu tes Lo co l lege success, 
b u t  i t  is no t  Lhc o v e rwhe lm ing  factor.

In add i t i on  Lo academ ic  background ,  dec la r ing a ma jo r  w h i l e  in 
co l lege is cons istent ly related to success. O f  those NaLivo freshmen 
w ho  entered U A F  between 1975 and 1979, those who  dec lared a 
ma jo r  course o f  study were mu ch  less l ik e ly  to d rop  o u t  o f  schoo l  
( I ' l g u r  5). Am on g  Nat ive freshmen, for examp le ,  72 percent w i th  
und.cc’ared majors d ropped  o u t  compared  Lo '10 percent o f  those 
w ho  had declared majors. Am o n g  Nat i ve  sophomores and jun io rs ,  
drop-out rates for those w i t h  n o  dec lared majors were wel i  over twice 
as h igh  as for those w i t h  majors . T h i s  re la t i onsh ip  be tween declar ing 
a ma jo r  and drop-out rates or co l lege success does no t  occu r  s imp ly  
because students w h o  have declared a ma jo r  are more academ ica l l y 
compe ten t .  We found v i r tua l ly  no d i f ference in h igh school  grades 
be tween Nat i ve  students w ho  had declared or had no t  dec lared a 
ma jor .  T h e  re lat ionsh ip  be tween dec lar ing  a ma jo r and staying in 
co l lege cou ld  have several d i f fe ren t  exp lanat ions .  Possibly these 
students deve lo p  a better system o f  suppor t  w i t h i n  the univers ity.  
Possibly they have exper ienced more  thorough counse l ing and career

••bde in fck l, Alasl ia Nat ive  S tuden ts  and Collc/ ic Success.
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Tnb lo  d

Re lat i onsh ips Between the A cad em i c  Progress of U A F  
N i i l i vo  Freshmen and O i l i e r  C l inrnc lor is l i c s

1975 1979

Academ ic  Progress'1
Co l lege
Success’*

Co l lege
C,PA

Co l lege
Credits Uropo

Academ ic  background  
1 l ig l i S choo l Cil’A ..10 .37 .37 -.29
A C T  Eng lish .35 .44 .30 -.10
A C T  Math .20 .25 .21 -.04
A C T  Natura l Sc ience .21 .29 .17 -.05
A C T  Soc ia l Sc ience .16 .26 .19 -.00
A C T  Compos ite .30 .30 .27 -.09

Personal Character istics
Eskinu. .08 -.02 .09 -.00
Ind ian -.06 -.02 -.10 .05
Sex .0-1 .05 .00 -.05
Age -.17 -.20 -.25 .10

College Program 
Attended T V C C c .O'! .01 .03 .01
Declared a Major .20 .20 .24 -.26
GPA/Fjrsl En ro l lm en t — — — -.50

Number o l  Students (249) (249) (249) (249)

'’Spearman rank corre la t ion coe ff ic ien ts . Tests o f  statistical s ign if icance have 
no l linen carrintl out because the data concerns an ent ire  p op u la t io n , n o l  a 
sample.
’’Col lege success is d e f in ed  as m a in ta in in g  a 2.0 GPA  w h i le  c om p le t ing  at least 
7.[> c ied i ls  per semester dur ing  l. e (|<M en ro l lm en t .  GPA refers to cum u la t iv e  
GPA w h i le  a ttend ing U A F .  Cred its refer to the  average num be r  of credits 
earned per semester, also w h i le  a ttend ing  UA F .  
c T.mana V a l le y  C om m u n i t y  Co l lege .

Source: University ol Alaska, Olfico of Admissions and Records, 1900, sup­
plemented hy SOS staff.

(l irrcUdiV. lh hlj'H schoo l .  Also,  sU idcn ls  wlro have read ied  l.lic .point, 
o f  rlcci i trini! a ma jo r  may  have been able In  resolve the qi iesl . ion of  
wl ial . I . l icy art* in co l lude f.9?. Previous research sti i'crsls l.lial a " sp i im1 
o f  d i ree l . io i i” may be a cr it i ca l  factor in Nat i ve  co l l ci 'e success.* ’ 
Whatever the exp la na t io n ,  i t  is intercsl . inu that  d rnpp in i ;  o u t  oT 
c.ollei;e is as strongly related to "dec lar inu a m a jo r ” as it is to 
"academ ic  backf'roimd."

’ Kli*inr«»lil, A laska N a t iv e  S tu de n ts  n a i l  (tnllcHC. Success.

Major Major
Firit-Ynnr
Students
(N"20.t>

Major Major
SncomJ-Ycnr
Students
IN-3'1)

Major Major
Thlrd-Yenr 

f j llnvnnrl Sllirlnnls 
(N-tll)

Source: Un ivers i ty  of AlnsFo, O ff ice  of Adm iss ions  nnd Records; 
supp lemented by  GOS sta l l .

Figure 13. Co l logo Drop-out Ratos of Nat ive Students  Who Entered 
U A F  os Freshmen Between 15)73 and 1979 by  Whether  
or No t  they Declared a Major
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Col lege Success and V i l lage H igh  Schoo ls
An impo r tan t  educa t iona l  eoueern in Alaska i s 'w he th e r  the 

po l i cy  (ir d eve lo p ing  smal l v i l lage h igh sehon ls w i l l  affect rural 
s I i h I i'm I:;' chances n f  succeed ing in co l lect ’. In the lal.e 15)(50s and 
early I DVDs, mos l  v i l lage students w ho  at tended hi i'h schoo l  had to 
leave home  and en ter rec iona l  hoard ing programs. In  the l!)7(i 
I l o o l e l i  consen t decree,  the State of  Alaska reversed this po l i c y  and 
aereei l lo  es l i ih l i rh h igh schoo ls in any v i l lace where an e l ementary 
schoo l  existed and there were, one  o r more students o f  high schoo l  
ai'e. These smal l  Inch schoo ls were i n tended to enab le Nat i ve  ado les­
cents to remain w i t h  thei r fami l ies in a fami l ia r cu l tu ra l  sett ing, in 
order lo  reduce the social and emo t io na l  prob lems students exper­
ienced away from h om e  and to correct the i nequ i t y  o f  hav in c  hi i'h 
schools in smal l  Whi te ,  hu t  no t  smal l Nat i ve ,  c om m u n i t i e s . ,f’ An  u n ­
in tended consequence  of these schools,  however ,  cou ld  be poorer 
acad aie. preparat ion for co l lege.  These smal l  schoo ls general ly offer 
a iv. .c l im i t ed  academ ic  program and fewer specia l i zed teachers than 

., ..r hoard ing  schools.  O n  the o the r  hand , these schoo ls may 
pr ivirle compensa t in g  advantages, such as l h c  increased i nd iv id ua l  
. . t tcn l ion and the greater emo t io na l  securi ty that can com e  from 
go ing to schoo l  in a support ive  cu l tu ra l  en v i r onmen t .  Thus , vi l lage 
h igh schools cou ld  conce iv ab ly  l ie reduc ing ,  increasing,  or hav ing no 
effect on co l lege success.

In order to exam in e  this issue, at least at U A F ,  we compared 
the co l lege success rates of  vi l lage Nat i ve  students w ho  graduated 
from high schoo l  in the hoard ing schoo l  programs du r ing  10(58-11)73 
with students who  graduated from smal l  v i l lage h igh schoo ls dur ing 
1 07'l-l 5)75).,r’ In mak ing  this compar i son ,  one  must  remember  that 
the co l lege success rates o f  Nat i ve students in general increased 
dur i ng  this later per iod d ue  l o  changes in the co l lege en v i r onmen t  
and other factors. Thus ,  the issue is not s imp ly  whether  vi l lage high 
schoo l  students are do ing  better n ow  than those students who  
nUcudcd  the former board ing programs. Rather,  the issue is the 
am ount o f  imp ro vemen t  in co l lege success rater,. Fo r  examp le ,  
i f vi l lage h igh  schools were hav ing a pos i t ive effect o n  Nat ive co l lege 
success rates, we w o u l d  expec t  to see greater gains i n  co l lege success 
for rural Nat ive students who  graduated from vi l lage high schools

’ •r’l,'«ir ii discussion of Diesc issues, sec: May llnrnhnrdl, S m a l l  H i / t h  S c h o o l  
t ' r n / . ' i a m s  ( n r  l l u r i i l  A l a s k a  (Univnrr.ily of Alaska: Center for Cross-Cidlural 
.'.Unlirs, I!I7!)'|;•linlilli Kleinfeld, A  I , n a n  Toy f r o m  H o m e  (University of Alaska: 
Instiliii.> nf .Social, Fronomlc, and Government llrsenreli, l!)7'l).

’’’In Mime enter,, s lu d cn ls  may have attended ano ther type o f  h igh schoo l for 
part of I heir program.
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than Tor Nat i ve  students who  gradual  eu m i n i  o i n n  i y i  
schoo l  programs. I f vi l lage high schools were ne i t he r  increasing Rnr 
reduc ing rates o f  Nat i ve co l lege success, we wou ld  expe c t  l o  see 
a bou t  the same im p ro vemen t  in co l lege success for rural Nat ive 
graduates o f  v i l lage high schools as for Nat i ve  graduates o f  nl .hvr 
types o f  h igh schools.

As F igure C5 shows, Nat i ve students from the v i l lage h igh si lunds 
were more  successful than those from the hoard ing  schoo ls of an 
ear l ier per iod . F rom  15M58-15)7*1, Nat ive  freshmen en ter ing U A F  from 
the hoard ing programs had a col lege success rate o f  ?. I percent ,  in 
15)79-15)75), Nat ive  freshmen enter ing U A F  from the vi l lage high 
schoo ls had a co l lege success rate of 31 percent . S l u d c n l s  from 
vi l lage h igh schoo ls show the same absolute increase in success (a ID- 
percent  gain) dur ing  this later period as students f rom o ther types o f  
h igh schools.  However ,  the rale o f  increase is h igher for I n c  vi l lage 
h igh schoo l  graduates than for rural students w h o  graduated from 
town  h igh schoo ls or  hoard ing  schools.

In  sum ,  this analysis suggests that Lhc d e ve lo pmen t  o f  vi l lage 
h igh schoo ls has n o t  reduced the col lege success o f  runt I students 
w ho  attend UA F .  Whether these schools have increased Nat ive 
co l lege success rates overal l depends on whether  we are more inter­
ested in abso lute or propor t i onate degrees o f  change. Nonethe less , 
v i l lage schoo l  freshmen sti l l have lower chances o f  succeed ing at U A F  
than those f rom other types o f  h igh schools. Fewer  than one in three 
succeeded du r ing  15)79-15)75). Improv ing  the qua l i t y  o f  educa t ion in 
rural Alaska h igh schools remains a central  issue.

Spec ia l  hoard ing schoo l  programs,17 co n t i n u e  to graduate 
students w ho  tend to he mosl. successful in col lege. T o  wha t  cx|'enl 
these h igher rates o f  co l lege success result from the schools enro l l ing 
a more academ ica l ly-or ien ted ‘s tudent  body  and to wha t  ex ten t  they 
resul t f rom the type o f  educat ion occurr ing a l  the schoo l  is n o t  clear. 
A n  intens ive study o f  one sue! schoo l ,  St. M a ry ’s, suggests that , in at 
least this s i tuat ion ,  student  selection exp la ins o n ly  part o f  Lhe high 
success rate 1,1 T h e  h igher academ ic  expecta t ions at the schoo l ,  the 
in fo rma l  educa t ion that occurs outs ide the c lassroom, and the 
c l ima te  o f  c lear values cons istent w i th  Lhe values o f  students' home  
vi l lages may  also con t r ibu te  to eo l iege success.

Nat i ve  Co l lege Graduates a l  UA F :  15)3')-19GO
T h e  numbe r  of  Nat i ve co l lege students graduat ing f rom U A F

1 7Sneh us S t . Mary's (a Unlholie bnnrilini: .school in southwestern Alaska) anil 
Ml. Kilifecnnihc (a llnreau of Indian Affairs lionrdini: school in .S'ilka),

’ Kleinfeld, E s k i m o  S c h o o l  o n  t h e  A  m l  t e a  ( s k y  (N e w  York : I’meger, 11)7!)).
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"Primarily St. Mnry'i sturinnts.
’ ’ I lc lwrijn I 9 5 n-197-1. villngn studnnlt nt'rnclnri public boarding schools and 
urban boarding homo program. Octwcnn 1975-1979, villagn sludcnls attended 
primarily village High schools.

Source: University o f  Alaska, O l l icc o l  Admissions and f locords, supple­
mented by SOS stall .

Figure fi. Co l lege Success Rates of UAP  rtnr.-il Nat i ve Freshmen
Graduat ing  f rom Di f fe rent  Types of H iy l i  Sc l ioo ls Uefore 
and After D eve lo pmen t  of V i l lage H igh  Schools

wit.ii associate and bachelor's degrees increased through (.lie 1900s 
and peaked in the early 11)70:1 (F igure 7). In recent years, U A F  has 
graduated fewer Nat ive students wi th associate and bacca laureate 
decrees. ‘ •

l le tween 1935 and 1980, U A F  graduated a total  o f  202 Nat ive 
students w i t h  bache lo r ’s degrees and f i l  Nat i ve  students w i t h  asso-

-  .1 8 -

19.15- 19-11- I9-1G- 1951- 1950- 1951- 1905- 1971- 1975-
10-10 19-15 1950 1955 I9C0 1955 1970 19/5 19110 •

  U.iclin lor's Ocgrocs
...............................Associate Donnies ,
 • — — — Master's Degrees

Source: Un ivers i ty  of Alaska, O f l i c e  of Adm iss ions and Records,
S .uden t O r ien ta t ion  Services Program and X-CtiD Program.

Figure 7. Co l lege Degrees Awarded Alaska Natives at U A F  
from 1935-1900

ciatc degrees. I n  add i t i on ,  14 Nat i ve students received master’s 
degrees and 1 student ,  a docto ra l  degree. T h e  numbe r  o f  Nat i ve stu­
dents rece iv ing bacca laureate degrees sharply increased afte. t % 0  
and con t i n ued  to increase un t i l  the late 1970s. O n e  factor account ing  
for this increase in Nat i ve  co l lege graduates was the d eve lo pmen t  of  
field-based leachcr-cducat ion programs in the ear ly 1970s. In the 
current  Cross-Cul tural  ed u ca t i o na l  D e ve lo pm en t  Program (X-CKD,
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Cnri i i iTly AH-TI'd), students eomp l iH e  coursffwbrk p r imar i l y  a l  h om e ,  
:i:isisl.«*fI by educa t ion  f acu l l v  w h o  l ive in rural  areas add travel to 
'•(mlntls* vil lace:;. I h Tw r c n  1972 and 1980, field-based programs p ro ­
duced Id Nat i ve  cradual.es. D u r i ng  this per iod ,  a bou t  one-tb in l  o f  all 
UA F  Nat ive baeealaureate decrees and two-tbirds o f  the decrees 
awarded Na l i v e  students in the field o f  eduea l i o n  wen t  to X-OKI) 
i:ni<liinlop, f i e l d  based pmgram i i  du r i ng  Ib is per iod also aeemml .ed for 
hair o f I be master's decrees awarded Natives,  and two-tbirds of  those 
masler'i; decrees awarded in educa t ion .  T h e  dec l in e  in Na t i ve  co l l c i 'e 
gradual rs d u r i n c  d ie  late 11)7Os resu i led from a decrease in the n u m ­
ber of cradualer; Trom Lhe X-(-101.) procram. T h e  n um b e r  o f  craduates 
from I be campus  procrams rema ined v i r tua l ly  i den t ica l  between 
117 I -1 *) 7 f> and 1970-1980, wh i l e  the n umbe r  of  c r:|dun lcs from 
field-based procrams d ropped  s l i c hUy over  50 percent . A cco rd ing  to 
X-Cli l) staff, Ibis d rop  resulted in part from a ma jo r  chance  in Lhc 
del ivery structure and a d i s c on t in ua t io n  of tbe st ipend for par l i c ipal- 
inC s ludcn ls .

In the 1970s, educa t ion  was the ma jo r degree f ie ld of  mos t  
Native students w ho  received ba che lo r ’s degrees (F igure 8).10 O n l y  
10 students received degrees in business managemen t .  O n l y  5 Nat i ve 
students graduated w i t h  degrees in the natura l  sciences.

In short, large groups o f  Nat i ve graduates from U A F  arc be ing 
prepared for careers in schools and perb ps social  service organ iza­
tions. Compara t i v e ly  few arc be ing  trai l ed for work in the Nat i ve  
prof it co rporat i ons or in othe r bur.i .n ,ss fields.

Ano ther  trend is the fewer n um b e r  o f  Nat ive men ,  compared  to 
women ,  w ho  are rece iv ing bacca laureate degrees. 20 Between 1972 
and 1980, a b o u t  two  and a ha l f  t imes more  Nat i ve  w om e n  than men  
received bache lo r ’s degrees. F rom  1970 to 1980, over three time.-: as 
many Native w om en  received degrees than men.  In  the spring of  
1981, this trend co n t i n u ed  w i t h  a lmost  a 4:1 rat io o f  fcmalc-to-male 
graduates. Moreover ,  Nat i ve  w om e n  o u t n um b e r  men  in every degree 
area, even in such trad i t i ona l  "ma le"  f ie lds as business management .

Th i s trend in favor of  Nat i ve  w om en  is o f  recent or ig in .  Prior to 
1970, Nat ive  male co l lege graduates (N-~.’j9) s l ight ly ou t n umbe re d  
women graduates (N=5.7). Wh i le  Lhe numbers o f  all Nat ive U A F  
•nllege graduates general ly decreased in the late 1970s, the dec l ine  
was much steeper for men  (F igure 9).

* ■*( >«»r records pr io r lo  1 0 7 2  con ta in  in c om p le te  in fo rm a t io n  o n  ma jo r  programs 
of s im ly .
••^In (lie Un ivers ity  o f  Alaska system, w om en  le nd  lo  receive more baccalaureate 
deiirre.s (1)5 p e r m i t  be tween Ju ly  1077 and June IP78), b i l l  the d ifference bo- 
i ween men and w omen  is sl ight. Alaska Depa rtmen t o f  Lnbor , l l 'om rn  in 
Alaska's l.ubar i'orcc. May 1980, p. 17.
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"Those in c lu de  graduates in such 
f ie lds as Art, Journa l ism , and 
E lec tr ica l Eng ineer ing . .

Source: Un ivers ity  o l  Alaska, O l l i c o  of
Adm iss ions and Record:; supp le ­
m en ted  by  SOS  and X-CED sta l l .
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Figure o. i'iidiuSor's Degrees Deceived b y  Alaska Natives at U A F  
by Sex and Major F ie ld of  Study: 1972—1980

T h e  greater numbe r  o f  w omen  co l lege graduates may in part 
resul t f rom the d eve lo pmen t  of  field-based teacher educa t ion pro­
grams, w h i c h  a ccoun t  for large numbers o f  Nat ive co l lege graduates 
and w h i c h  p r imar i l y  enro l l  female students. II. may also resul t from 
grow ing Nat i ve  sex d i f fe ren t ia t i on  in career paths, w i t h  females 
choos ing  white-col lar work—where h igher educat ion is a career
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19G0

1061-
1965

1966- 
1070

1976- 
1900

-------------- Nat ive  Ma in Oachn lor Degrees
 —  Nat ivn Fnma ln  Oachn lor Degrees

Source: U n ivn rs i ly  o l  Alaska, O l f i c n  o l  Adm iss ions and Records; 
s upp lem en ted  by  SOS and X-CED sta l l .

Figure 9. Nat i ve Bache lor Degrees b y  Sex ot U A F  from 1935—1900

advantage—and ms ies choos ing  hl i ie-col lar occupat ions .21 In asso­
ciate degree fields, par t icu lar ly l.l iose loading Lo work in e lectron ics 
techno logy and n rnc ra l  and pe t ro leum techno logy , Nat i ve  male

For nn e xam p le  o f  Ill's pattern nmon i; North  S lope  ln up i . i t ,  see J ud ith  Klein- 
feld, Jnrk Krn.se, and Robe r t  Trav is , D if f e r e n t  Paths n f  In up ia t Men and Women 
in the Watte E con om y , the N o rth  S lo p e  Experience  (Fairbanks: Ins t itu te  o f  
.Social and E c o n om ic  Research R epo r t  No. 60, I OHO), 6.1 pp.
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“These in c lu d e  graduates in  such fields as 
justice, po l ic e  adm in is t ra t ion , and account ing .

Source: Un ive rs i ty  of Alaska, O f f ic e  of Adm iss ions 
and Records; s upn lcm cn tcd  by  SOS  and 
X-CED staff.
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Figure 10. Associate Degrees Rece ived b y  Alaska Natives at U A F  
b y  Sex and Major  F ie ld o f S tudy  from 19GG-1900

graduates strongly o u t n um b e r  females (Figure 10). Whether or no t  
this trend con t in ues  at U A F  in the 1980s and whether it is typ i ca l  o f  
col leges other than U A F  shou ld  be exam in ed .
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propor t ion  »)T Nat i ve  freshmen who  s i i c i T e i l i ’d hi. l h c  Uni- 
vcimIv nl Alimlui nl. Fnirbmilui pi'iiked in l.lie emly I DVtid iiml leveled 
o i  l' dm  ini: l h e  Inle I *.)70s. S im i l a r l y ,  l h e  i i tnnhei' of Nat i ve ::l.udenl.s 
gradual ing w i l l i  l iaeea laurea le degree;; reached a high in l.lic early 
I '.170;. and thereafter dec l i n ed .  Wh i le  po l i t i ca l  and social  changes may 
also have been impor tan t ,  l h e  rise in Nat i ve co l lege success in the 
la le I Wi l ls and ear ly 1970s co in c id ed  w i th  a general change in 
univers i ty po l i cy  toward Nat ive s ludcn ls .  Du r i ng  this t ime, for 
examp le ,  the un ivers i ty establ ished special  programs to assist Alaska 
Natives, part icular ly the .Student O r ie n ta t ion  Serv iees^on the main 
campus and the field-based X-CKI) program.

T h e  level ing o f f  o f  success rates in the late 1070s is part ial ly re­
lated to a large increase in the p ropor t ion  o f  enter ing Nat ive fresh- j
men  w i t h  l im i t ed  academ ic  preparat ion .  Desp i te the assistance o f  
special programs such as SOS ,  Nat i ve freshmen w it h  l ow  A C T  scores 
sti l l have o n ly  abou t  a one-in-Uirce chance  o f  succeed ing academ­
ical ly. T h e  reasons for this increase in Nat i ve students w i t h o u t  suf f i ­
c i en t preparat ion for co l lege warrants a tten t ion .  Possibly, this trend 
s imp ly  ind icates a change in en ro l lm en t  patterns. As Nat ive you th  
become more know ledgeab le  abou t  co l lege opt ions ,  more academ­
ical ly compe ten t  Na t i ve  students may be choos ing to attend col lege 
elsewhere. I f  this change is occurr ing ,  if is impo r tan t  to know i f  
Nat ive  students do as*\vell or better al. othe r col leges wh i c h  may no t  
offer special o r ien ta t i on  or Nat i ve  Stud ies programs.

T h e  dec l in e in numbe rs  o f  Nat i ve  ma le  co l lege graduates at U A F  
may also he a matter for concern .  Fi rst,  i t is impo r tan t  to determ ine 
if l h e  graduation pattern at U A F  is representat ive o f  other col leges.
If this trend does o c cu r  elsewhere,  its basis shou ld  be examined.
•Since the trend is recent,  its cause may  l ie more  w i t h  Lhe impact  o f  
the social and e c o n om ic  changes in Alaska in the late 1970s than 
w i t h  trad i t iona l  cu l t u ra l  patterns.

Fundamen ta l l y ,  Nat i ve  co l lege success at U A F  reached a plateau
ill l.lin late 1970r.. T h e  gains o f  f l i c  ear ly Jf)70s were mainta ined,  nf 
least for the campus-based program. However ,  no substant ial  i m ­
provements occurred in freshmen success, drop-out rates, or numbers 
o f  Nat ive graduates.
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for a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  space, r e q u i r e d  f o r’t h e  i n c r e a s e  in e n r o l l m e n t .

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s

E m p l o y e e s  r o q u i i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  s p a c e  

j e i i u i r e d  f o r  i n c r e a s e  i n  e n r o l l w o n t :  1 - p i p e f i t t e . r , 1 - b o i l e r  p l a n t

C j v r a t o r ,  2 - r a v p e n t c t s .
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D E P A R T M E N T  OF E D U C A T IO N  /

S T A T i  BOARD O F  COU CATIO N /

April 12, 1982

The Honorable Jalmar Kerttula • •

President, Alaska State Senate
Pouch V ’ : ... ;
Junea", Alaska 99811 . • • ' -V

Dear Senator Kerttula: . ‘ ■ ; V»~.vr£ : V

As you are probably aware, the Bureau of Indian Affairs had 
previously scheduled closing Mt. Edgecumbe Boarding High School at 
the ‘completion of the 1981 -82 school year. The •; Reagan 
Administration, after receiving much political pressure, has decided 
to extend the closing date to the end of the 1982-83 school year. 
As a first step in that planned closure, the B.IA has determined that 

Mt. Edgecumbe will accept no freshmen students for the 1982-83 
school year. As the President of the State Board of- Education, I 
view these actions by the federal government to be in harmony with 
the State Board's long-held position favoring the planned, orderly 
withdrawal of the Bureau of Indian Affairs from Alaska Public 
Education and final resolution of this divisive issue in jur 
educational structure. ‘

A recent action by the Alaska State House of Representatives, 
however, threatens ' to strike at the very heart of our'-policy 
supporting a single public education delivery system in Alaska. On 
April 8, 1982, the House passed CS/HB 812 (Finance) which, if 
enacted, would appropriate $1,000,000 for a 1982-83 freshman class 
at Mt. Edgecumbe. The funds ($6,000,000) tc extend the school for 
one year, were taken from monies budgeted for transition of those 
students into local schools. The political ramifications of 
providing state aid for a federal responsibility notwithstanding 
such an act gives rise to several educational concerns. Further, I 
have serious doubts with respect to the appropriateness of using 
state funds to- support a nonpublic facility, which may .or may not 
continue in' existence, at the same time, previously committed state 

aid to public education is being cut below full entitlements.

Lastly, local school districts have, over the past few years, 
developed programs and constructed facilities with a long-range view 
toward absorbing existing BIA students. The action by the House is 

counter productive to those plans and again raises the question of 
whether that issue will ever be settled in a dispositive fashion.



I. respectfully urge the Senate to endorse the State Board's policy 
of a single public educational delivery system in Alaska by opposing 
enactment of any legislation which would prolong the existence of 
Mt. Edgecumbe as currently operated.

Sincerely,

Vincent H. Casey 
President

cc: Governor Jay S. Hammond
Members, Alaska State Senate 
Members, State Board of Education 
Commissioner Marshall L. Lind 
DOE/MLF



Mount Edgecumbe to stay open anothefyear
Department of Interior officials 

have advised Alaska’s congressional 
delegation that Mt. Edgecumbe 
school will remain open another year.

The school was scheduled to 
close at the end of this school year.

For many years, federal officials 
have recommended closing Mt. 
Edgecumbe. Department of Interior 
and state officials have been in­
vestigating educational alternatives 
for the 315 students who would re­
main at Mt. Edgecumbe after this 
school year.

The Alaska Congressional 
delegation recommended that 
another year was needed to in- i 
vestigate the options available.

To keep Mt. Edgecumbe open for 
another year, the Deoartment of In­
terior’s 1983 budget will propose a 
level of $9 million to fund the day 
schools and Mt. Edgecumbe.

In October, BIA officials traveled 
to 36 villages that have day schools to 
discuss the impact of the school 
transfers. The officials reported to 
Secretary of Interior James Watt, and 
their findings will determine the 
number and location of schools to be 
transferred.

Because of the Qrest uncertainty 
over the continued role of BIA educa­
tion programs in Alaska, the Alaska 
Congressional delegation sent a joint 
letter to Secretary Watt urging him to 
develop a plan for the orderly transfer 
of the schools to the state. They 
recommended the plan be developed 
in consultation with the state and 
Alaska Native groups and that it ad­
dress all issues raised by the 
transfer.

Senator Stevens, who is a mem­
ber of the Interior Appropriations sub-

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  

to stay o p e n

Continued From Page 1
committee, is investigating the possi­
bility of a transition period of one year 
for the day schools.This would allow 
more time to consult with villages af­
fected and develop a detailed plan on 
the transfer of the schools to the 
state. ‘ ‘I plan to chair the hearings on 
March 19 before the Senate Appro­
priations Committee on th is proposal. 
I want to determine what the plans are 
for an orderly transition and for 
upgrading and repair of the faci­
lities ." the senator said.

Continued On Page 3, Col. 3
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Honorable Jay S. Hammond 

Governor 

state g f  .Alaska 
Juneau, Alaska 998T1

N

Gear Governor Hemraond:

On February 10-11, 1 S S 2 T representatives from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
and the State’of Alaska met In Juneau to identify specific Alaska BIA day 
'schools to be transferred to the State of Alaska at the end of the -1981-82 
school year. The Bureau certainly appreciates the cooperative’effort and 
assistance provided by  Ms. Carol Burger and Cormrissloner Marshall lind. ■ 

The Bureau has given serious consideration to’those Issues raised by t h e ' 
State of Alaska.and I wish to assure you that the Bureau is committed to ' 
making the process of school transfers as smooth as possible.

We have developed two options: -  \
• •

Option It— c _  . *

.The following schools has been identified for the transfer at the end. i  I 1 a  f  n rtn
of the 1981-1982. school year:

1, Goodnews Bay

2, Hapakiak 
.3, OscarvilTe 
-4. Qulnhagak 

5. Hightmute 

= 5. K w i g W f n g o k
7. ALakanuk
8, Kwethluk

Sf Scanraon B a y  

-10. Hapaskiak.
11. St ebb ins"
12. Savoonba

13. 6ar,ibell 
-14. Kionuk
15. St.. Michael
16. Hunapitchuk.

The .remaining 2 1  schools will be transferred to the State of Alaska 

at tie en*d of the 1982-83 school year. We will operate Mt, Edgecurttbe 
for one more year.

Option II:

We will operate Ht. Edgecumbe for one more year.

All 37 day schools will be transferred at the end of the 1981-82 

school year. All monies not use for the operation of Mt. Edgecumbe 

and separation costs for day school teachers will be transferred to 

the State. -That wiIT be approximately $5-.9 million.



During the month of October 7987, the.Bureau visited 36 of the 27 villages 
and explained the proposed transfer. We listened to the concerns of the 
village people, as well as our own education staff. Only after careful 
deliberation with you and your staff and consultation with the Alaska 
villages has the Bureau developed these options.

• •

Due to budgetary constraints and the State pf A l a s k a’s desire and willing­

ness t o  operate a single education system for all Alaska children, it is 
the Bureau's position that the education needs of the native children 

attending these 37 BIA day schools can best be met by effecting the ’ 
transfer of all schools. .

Our position concerning fuel, supplies, and equipment on order for the 1 6 ^  
schools to be transferred this fiscal year has not changed since our 
December 17, 1901 letter. Those items currently on order through the 

Bureau's purchasing system will be delivered.

Concerning costs of facility upgrading, we do-not anticipate any funds to. 
be made available to the State of Alaska for purposes of capital Improve­
ments. We do, however, intend to complete planned improvements to five 
schools in FY 1982 valued at $2.1 million. Three of these five projects 
involves a school scheduled for transfer this-year.

The Bureau has notified all 27 villages of the transfer art the end of the 
current year;' Should you decide Option I is the best procedura.for the 

State of  Alaska at this time, please Inform us by M a r c h ^ O ,  1982 as vta 
•must begin issuing employment contracts for the remaining 21 day schools;

The Juneau Area Director has the res'po’nsiblity for implementing the 
transfer and will be in contact with your staff 1n the near future.

Affairs-

Sincerely,

Secretary - Indian



COMPREHENSIVE

Mt. Edgecumbe High School 

Sitka, Alaska 

15 May 1980

J u n e a u  Aren Office  
Dnrcni i  of Ind ia n  Affairs 

U n i ted  States Department of the Interior
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A New Campus Plan
I I I E  C O U S O L I D A I E O  P I A I I  I S  C OMPACT ,  E I T I - 
C I C M I ,  AMD 8 E A U I I F U L L Y  S I I U A H J  OM THE 
SHORES o r  S t I K A  C I I Am i i C L .  I RA CK  AMD M U D ,  
I E U I I I S ,  AMI) OTH ER  A l l l l E H C  A C T I V I I I E S  APE 
S U E D  I I I  A PARK • L I f,t SC I I IMG A l  WA I C R ' S  
E DGE .  I  WO MAJOR BO 11 0 1 MGS HAVE Of  CM 
I OTAL I . Y  R E V I T A L I Z E D  FOR CLASSROOM ,  AOM I U I S -  
i R A r i V E ,  AMD A I M L f U C  U S E ,  AHO VOC AMO HA L  
E D U C A I I O H  AMO F A C I L I I V  MAMAf . FHCM I SHOPS 
AI IO O F F I C E S .

A D O RM I I O R Y  COMPLEX  R I S E S  AOOV f  I M I S  r | R S V  
L E V E L ,  C E I f ' t R C D  AROUI I O A L I OR AR Y/MUl  f  | M f . D I A/ 
S l U D f f i r  S l i i O Y  C E N T E R .  A SCHOOL CAf  E I f  R | A ,  
K I T C H E N ,  AMO MOMC ECOMOM I CS  CLASSROOMS  ARE
e a s i l y  A c c c s s m c r .

A R O I L I I I G  WOODLAMO P R OV I D E S  AM I D V L t l C  
OACKOROP 10 I M I S  A C AD EM I C  COUPLE  * .  A l l O I M l R  
OORMI  I OR f 0 0 11 0 1 MG JUS I  OVER l l l C  M i l l  
C O M P U T E S  i i i i : c a m p u s  p l a m .

C O N S O L I D A T I O N  G R L A I L Y  HCOUCES  IMC COST O f  
S H E  AMO It II | LO I MG MA I I I I  CHANCE  . UURIAI J 
OWNED LAND AMO F A C I L I T I E S  O i l  A L I C E  AMD 
CHARCOAL I S L A N D S  AMI) P O R I  I O I I S OF JAPOUSK I  
I SLAND  W i n  OL AOO I I DOMCO .  I I l f  I I I I A |
CAMPUS COI I S I S I S  o r  u r i c  E l l  O U l L O tM G S  OM 
Odd */ . *• A f  PC PAR C I  I  . U 1 I L I I Y  C O S I S  APE 
I I l f  RL U Y MLO I I CCO OV 6 $\ .  ROAD AMO S I DEWALK 
HA I M I CMA I I C L  C O S I S  ARC O I M I M I S I I C O  OY / S i .

COMSOi  I O A I  I ON  W I L L  UL I  I M A l E l  Y H C S UL I  I I I  Al l  
E H P I O V I C  R t  NHL  I  I OM OF  R| l \  AMO A I O I A I  
AI IMUAL T i l l  Ml . 1 COST  S A V I N GS  OF S t d d ,  KKK .
COUC A V IOI I AL NWAI  | I T  W I L L  Mi l t  O l l L  f 01 MA| t l - 
I A I M I  D H U I  G RLAT LY  MJ l l AMCLO «Y I M I S  I I I  W 
PI. A l l .

Key T o  S itu P lan
1 DOIIMIEUIIUS
2 A C A D E M I C  C t A S S I I O U M S
}  e m i t  a i i  y /m u l t i m e d i  a /s t  i i o y  C E N i r n
4 A T  l it E I  I C S / A ( J U I I  O D I U M  
B V O C A I I U N A l  I D U C A T I U N  
6 C A E E 1 ( I I I A / K I I C l l ( N / I I A K f I I Y
I  P E I I S O N A l  E C O N O M I C S  C l A S S T i n i l M S
II A I I M I N I S I I I A T I O N
9 f A C I I I I Y  M A N A O E M T N T
to n i c E i v i N c / i ’ n o i ’ i n i Y  a n i i  s i i p p i y

11 O A I I E I E I O S
12 T H A C K  A N D  TI E I I I  
I ]  T E N N I S  C O U I I I S

C n n i n l i i t i i l l u i i  S i l «  I ’ l a n

w
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C O M P R E H E N S I V E  C O N S O L I D A T I O Nr M T .  E D G E C U M B E  H I G H  S C H O O L  S I T K A ,

Better Land Utilization, More Efficient Physical Plant

Editing S ilt Plan Consolidated Site Plan

Ctinsuliil.ilinn CaniuliiUllun
5y gieiliy reducing tire number F A C I L I T I E S  A N u  L A N D Existing Plan E N E R G Y  C O N S U M P T I O N E listing P llll

ol building] mid Innil mce, Ilia n i i m i i i  n  o r  o i i i i o i n g s 90 15 r U E l  O i l .  G A l l U N S / Y I A H 797,132 133.951
i i u r t i  o u i l d i n u  a i i i  a. s o .  n . 404,405 270.5110 r i n i  m i  c o s t  p h i  v i  a i i 1351,339 • 117,1111

consollilollnn plan will le iu ll In
E A N I I  A R E A .  A C H E S 127.4 27.4

balltl Unit utn mid ■ niuio E t r c i m c i t v .  K w n / v r a i i 3 ,000.637 1. 000,000
U T I L I 1 I L S E i r c i m c i i Y  c o s i  p i n  y e a i i 1171.414 • 97,500

• lllclonl physical plnnt. W A I I I I  L I N E S ,  I T . 73,500 8.000
S I W I I I  L I N E S .  I f . 21 , 30(1 7.400 ENERGY USE. 1000 lllll/YEA R 159 . 044.000 41 . 775.0 0 0
E IIC III IC  LINES, I T . 27,500 0.200
S l f A M  L I N E S ,  I f . 5.500 0 T O T A L  A N N U A L

R O A D S E N E R G Y  C O S T 1577,753 • 315.377

PAVIII A N D  U N I ’ A V I I I ,  I I . 21,2511 6.7011
N I I I E : A ll C O S I S  I N  I R /9 l ll lltA IIS



Lower Annual Operating Costs
B u d g e t  Expenditures By Category A n n u a l  B u d g e t  Expenditures
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sa ax oi u *  i

E1XXAIICN BIJOTXI 

FACILITY IWIAT»EfVIIT fu x a r

p er so n al  s e r v i c e s  -  scirxx. t o t a l

llXftATIUI

f a c i l i t y  i w w .u u u

ItAJII (XVtATIUI 

REPAIR A/it) IVMIIII(UrxC

cut hoy ca isurna i

fUCI. OIL 

E irC IR ICM Y  

S IX T  IES A/ll) fVVVEKIAI S 

IDUCA IIM I 

FAC I t  I IY  fVUIATtVfV Nf 

D IRK  I ITISWUCIIUIAL SERVICES 

S IIIX  I I I  S f llV IU S  A/ll) LIVING

r u n  snivict

S IIN ir ill IKANSPMIIAl l l l l  

."{111(141 O fiIIA I l l l l  

llX I'A l I U l 

FACILITY LW*/V4TIII|

o t h e r

* 520,000

GENERAL \  
O PERATIONS 
* 355 ,000

rrrtnouAL s e r v ic e s
* 2 , 417,000

SUPPLIES a 
MAI F.UIAt S 
* 355 ,000

ENERGY
* 25G,ooa

C u n sn l id n t io n

in  i i m i s i 'i i i is  uf u a .i/R S

hi.win r . I. T jCH?^<6
~~ ^ ?' <0°  Consolidation

l i i . m i

i o i a l  noneti  r r  o j  i s . 911.000
   .  COUCAI1011 12.0W.OOO

t |t2 . 5M) f / 'C I L i r r  MANAC.I.MtNI l l . O i i . O H O

n r a f r r a w w
_________J 11.2 IS  TOTAL OlinCCT COST r c n  S1U0TNI

5-161 300  S l l l l i n i l S  I T ,  022 IA
AGO S lu m  H IS  l o ,  ' I I  CA

E h i.n o  
TTT̂ Xii'./

  — hl.au rv l'J/9
rmi'.ii

i o i a i  nuiiarr nr ro >9,911,000 
( u i o a i i o i i  i ) , s n .o o o
I AC 11 11 r  MAHAr.CMTHT •2 , 4110,GUO

tu ia i m in ce i c o s t  pen s k i i i i . n i

300 SK ID C N IS I I I ,  942 tA 
400 MODIN 13 114.92? CA

rrnsoNAi snivicrs 
* j ,  aii t,mn)
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Implementation of The Plan
1061ST ICS
me onjeciive or me consolioanon plan
IS 10 REDUCE COSIS I HR OUCII REDUCING lo A MINIMUM 1116 BUI LO ItlGS AND FLOOR SPACE 
USCO, IME 60UCATI0NAL AliO MA INICHANCE S IAEF REQUIRED, AND CANCELLING UNNECESSARY 
PROGRAM AC rIVII ICS. IHE MAJOR SIEPS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS:
1. MOVE FACILMY MAMACEMENI FROM CHARCOAL 
ISLAND INIU DU I LO INC M l ,  ALONG WITH SIU- DEN? VOCAIIONAL SHOPS.
2. MOVE ALL ACADEMIC CLASSROOMS IM10 nun ding n? wmii siuoi'Ni gymnasium.
3. CONVCRI IIUILOINGS 21) AND 797 |H|0 FULL SIUOCNI (K)RMIfORY USAGE, MAKING 
MAX IMUM SCHOOL CAPACIIY 500 SIUDENIS.

%
U. CONVERI BUILDING 295 MHO A COUNSELLING, 
RECREATIONAL, LIBRARY, AND SlNDfNf ACIIVl- 
IIES BUILDING.
5. 01SCONIIHUE BUREAU VOLUNIEER TlPf DC - 
PARIMENf, CLOSING fUllOIHG 788, AMO I URN CQUIPMENI AND RESPONSIBILITY OVfR 10 INI 
StIKA BOROUGH.
6. CLOSE INC BUREAU CCNIRAL SHAM I’l ANT 
AMD PROVIDE NEW LOW PRESSURE OOILERS I OR 
Eir.ll! BUILDINGS 10 BE REIAINCO. IIIIS WOULD CL IMINAir • MMI C SIIIF I S - A-DA V , SI VEII OATS A WEEK U f 01'I M A I I NG ENGINEERS. ANN CONVCRI US IO LIGIIICR EIIEL OIL AVAILABLF. 
UNDER LOCAl DEI IVERt .

;. INSULATE ALL WE IAIMED BUI I DINGS 10 CONSERVE ENERGY, REDUCE HEAIIIIC, COS IS,
ANO MINIMI2E BOIIEH SIZES WHEN CONVERI|NG 
BUILDINGS 10 NEW INDIVIDUAL ME A I IIJG PLANI5.
B. GIVE UP ALL BUREAU QUARICRS TO Pl.S, 
CSA, OR BLN FOR POSSIBLE TRANSFER TO AN 
AIISEA CORPORA I ION UR SITk.A BOROUGH It) BE 
EUIURE OWIIER/I ANDLOHD. REQUIRE EMPIOYEES 
TO RENT THESE OR OlllCR QUARTERS ON INC 
OPEN MARKET III IIIE SIlKA BOROUGH.
9.  ALONG WIIII GIVING UP OF A l l  Q U A R T E R S  
AND 100 ACRES 01 BUREAU CONTROLLED LAND, 
CEASE MAIN IA IN INC. I I I I E S  Ol S I P . F E I S ,  SlOf-. WALKS, ELECIRICAl 01 S I R  I  BUI ION, WAICR 
LINES ANO S I O R AE . r  I A I I K S ,  SEWTR L I N E S  EEC. 
Or HAVING i N t S E  IlfD I C A I E D  TO PUBl 1C USE IN IIIE NAME OF llir SITKA BOROUGH, T HROUGH  
I'llS, GSA, OP III.M. INLY WILL THEN BE HAIHIAIIIEO AND U P G R A U r O  OY IIIE NEW OWNCII.
I I .  RCOUCC IMF SI AlE S Or EDUCATION AND 
I ACM I IV HAIIAGCMI.il I COMENSUR AIE WITH IIIE 
NEW CNITOLl MCIII, REVISE PROGRAMS ANO CON* SOI IDATED EACILII3ES.
fac u m c s  DISPOSAL
A. If IS OUR IIOI'l I HA T ALL BURCAU CON­TROLLED SfPEEIS Allll UTILITY 01 S !R I OUT ION

(I.E. ElECIP IC11Y, WAIER, SEWER, SIORM DRAIN, CIC.) OUISIOL THE NEW OUKEAU COM- SOI J DA If I) CAMPUS, WOULD Ul I IHAIFLY GO TO IIIE SITKA BOROUGH WHO NAS THESE RlSPON- 
S l  PI LI TICS lllliOUGHOUf IIIC BOROUGH. THIS WOULD Or IIAIIOI f O BY IHE PUBLIC IIEAL III SER­VICE (THE OllltP. MA.IOR EEOCRAL AGENCY AT
i n .  E p r .r t i iM P c ) ,  G E iirp A i s e r v i c e s  a o m i n i s -
IP.A I ION, OR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT.

B. SINCE A n i l  I  IS PENDING IN  CONGRESS FOR 
IRANSEERRING ai ICE AND CHARCOAL ISLANDS Ml SHI E-AlIKA, AN ANSFA LAND CLAIMS AC I COR- 
POI’AMOll, II IS POSSIBLE IMA I ALL OTIU't 
.•*.111'EAU QUAPICRS AND TIIEIR LOIS COULO / .SO GO 10 PRIVAIE OWNEPSIIIP THROUGH IIIIS CIIAN- ni i , or or ni M / r.i ion.

PCRSflHNEL Rl DUE I ION
A. ALL f IMICAI IOHAI SIAEI IIAVr, OF F UNO I IIG necess11y, men coiivcried to euplough 
STAINS Ml tHABII IHEM 10 OC O f f  PAY SIAIUS WHEN SCIIOOI IS HU I IM I HI SUMMER. AE II R NIC COUSOLIOAI loll I’l AN A REVISED SIAFMllG PIAII 
Will. Of I HI'I I Ml NI ((> AO JUS I f D 10 ENROL I Ml III AND p£vlStO Flllli: AI IONAL PROGRAM. A PIOUC 
iion or J’i ifii'ioiffs is EsriiiAifo.
n. E AC 11 I I Y HAIIAGIHENI SIAEE WILL 111. HALVED Wlll.ll I AC II I I ICS ARE SLASIICO BY llll CONSOL IOAI ION PI AN, WHICH CIOSCS IIIC CCN 
11/At Sir. ATI PLAN I , I.IVES UP B I BUM DINGS I IlC IUDIHG All IJIIAM l|R$, ANN IUHNS OVIK 10 
i i  i n l  r s m r  no i k or u u i n v  o i s i r i o i i i i u n  SERVICES. SIAM PlliUCIION IS CSI IMAICD 
I POM 57 To 2? 1911*1 ovr.cs.

FUNDING
IHE rACILItV COHSIRUCI ION Alii) OPCRAMOH IMPROVEMEIII DIVISION (rCOlO) Al CtlllRAl OiriCF. HAS MADE All ARClll ILC IURAL/CNG INEER- I NG SURVEY or lilt. Ml. lUGFCUHItr FAC I I I  I IES, IHE IR ESIIMAIC TOR III'GRAOllll. ALL PPESrillLY INUSt BUILDINGS Allll UI 11 I I I r S 10 CODE 
RE.QUI RCMCIIIS COM! S 10 10.1 Mill I Dll DOLLARS. OUR CONSOI I DA I ION PLAN REDUCES OUR EAClLl- I IES EROM 9* IO JS BUILDINGS, EROM *.f,«,,SGS SQUARE FEE I BUILDING SPA«T 10 778. 5*0 SQUARE rCEI. ANN I POM I 77.G ACRES Of SIHtllS a n d  EltClRK Al /WAIf R SEWER UIILI- IICS IO 77.»* ACRES. IIIIS RflMHI S THE RE •QUIPCD CODE IIPGPADIIir. IIY I / . f. MILLION 
OOLIARS.

Conclusion
UUR IIOPE IS IIIAI 5.0 Mill,.HI HOI.IARS (If 
IIIIS SAVINGS r (llll (I III | IIVC Sill) III Ml. r.DGiruHr.i i o p  m i n o v a i i d n  a nd  a i i f r a i i d i i  
WORK 10 COIIVI.RI Sr/EPAL fXISIIIIG BUIIDINGS IIIIO NEW, EXPAKDI II, AND MORI ff f T I C If nI 
Ul II I / AI lllll. II APPMOVID l«Y I 10 I D AND/OP onn, as a c on s o l  i d a i  i o n  PiAii, me sellout 
COULD CONIINlll SIPVIHG Al ASIANS Al A 
Rl ASOIIABI f EOS I l’l « SIUDIHI. PrvlSED LODF UPGRADING PIIIS PIIIOVAIIUN WORK EUP Till 
COIISOI IOAI INII PIAII CIISIS I 7.S MILLION 1)01 I AnS Ills I CAD HI llll IIP |G | IIAI. 10. I Mill ION IIUI 1 AMS INI* IOIAI f AT. | L I I Y IIP 
GRADING. IIIIS IS A SAVINGS (IF 17.6 
MIIIION DOI I AMS, AND PRODNCI S A COS! r11 f r  11 vr  boa rd  in*, s l o o o i  .
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Mt. Edgecumbe. An
I I I E  H I .  EOGECUHOE COMPLEX WAS CONSTRUCTED 

AS A WAR EFFORT IN IH E  EARLY  I 9 '*0 ' S .  THE 
US NAVY BASE AIIO US A R M Y 'S  FORT RAY WERl 
TRAN SFERRE D 10 THE DEPARTMENT OF I N T E R I O R  
ON AUGUST 15,  I 9'»6 AND BECAME M l .  EO CE -  
CUHOE COM PLEX. IN FEBRUARY I 9 R 7,  I I I E  B U R ­
EAU OF IN D IA N  A F F A I R S  OPINED A DOAROINC 
SCHOOL W I I I I  J '»7 S I U D E N I S  AND 9 S T A F F  MEM­
B E R S .  IN 1 950,  THE ALASKA N A T IV E  S E R V I C E  
OF TlIC B I A  ADDED 10 WHAT WAS O R I G I N A L L Y  
A US NAVY O I SP EN SA RY  OURING WORK WAR I I ,  A 
MODERN F I V E  SI O RY  GENERAL H O S P I T A L .  A 
TRUNK A I R P O R T  CONSTRUCTED IN 1907 FOLLOWED 
BY A BR ID G E COIINI'C T INC IME IS LA N D  TO S I I K A  
Al IE  RED T l l f  LOCAL L I F E  S T Y L E  D R A S T I C A L L Y .

TODAY, 177 ACHES REMAIN OF I I IE  O R IG I N A L  759 
ACRE m i l i t a r y  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  IME RC  ARC 107 
B U I L D I N G S  WHICH 1 0 1A l  7 0 0 ,  000 SQUARE FE ET  
OF S P A C E ,  I IOUSI NG VARIOUS rEDERA t.  A G E N C I E S .  
I I IE  0 1 A HAIIAGCS r A C I L I M C S  OF A COMMON 
S E R V I C E  NATURE FDR PUS  AND OTHER GOVERN 
H EH I A G E N C I L S  ON A COS I RFIMOU RSC MCH!
O A S I S .  THE COMMON S t R V I C f  TYPE F A C I L I T I E S  
ARE COM PRISE D OF PR IM AR Y ANO SECONDARY 
E L E C T R I C A L  D I S I R I B U f I O N ,  AN OCEAN WHARF, A 
SHALL BOA 1 MOORAGE, A C t N IR A I .  WA IC R  S V S I E I 1, 
A CENTRAL SCWfR S Y S T E M ,  A LAUNDRY P I  All I ,  A 
F I R E  O C P A R IM C N I ,  A S E C U R I I T  S Y S T E M ,  S A I I I -  
IA I I (III S Y S  IE M ,  A C CHI RA L HEATING S Y S I I M ,  
WHICH P R O V ID E S  HE A I TO 7 8 5 . 000 SQUARE T U T  
OF O U IL OING S P A C E , P U B L I C  GROUNDS AND A 
S  THCC I MA I I I I  CHANCE S Y S T E M .

TO PRO V IDE U T I L I T I E S  S E R V I C E S ,  OPERA I  ION 
S E R V I C E S ,  AIIO MAINIEIIAIICE FOR INC ABOVE 
f U M C t l O N S ,  I  AC I I I  T I C S  MANAGEMENT HAS A 
S TAf f  Of 59 M A N lf N A N C r  TYPE P E R S O N I I C I .

CONVERT INC. II IIS Mil | IARV INSTALLATION ID A BOARDING SCHOOL CMlAllfO MAIIY UIIIQUI 
PROBLf MS, SDML 01 WHICH IODAY, )9 YEARS 
I.AIER HAVE NO I QCCM W 50 l . lL * .  10 BEGIN 
WIII I, IIIC T AC IL I 11 IS  WFMC i 'L'S I'.IICO 10 F.CCQBMQOA,!i •**; 1 *»c PRfSf llT
POPULAIIOII OF Ml. COGC.UMQ! 'OMP'CX. ACCOMDINCLY, IIPIRAIl ln, COSIS ART FRY
m en ,  host o r  m r i a c i l u i c s  id  • v i v r o  out m e i k  d cs i gino l i r e i m e  ihrce . »«rs
OVER, l l l l  ONLY SIGIIIFICAIII CHANGE M» MANY
or m r  oomoings  ihum i i i i ir  war vi:ai •. is
l l l l  CAMOUI LAl'.f PL AN I . l l l l  C R l H R l O l l O  WAR 
CONS IHUC I ION I S  t'XPCIMI.NCF , NO I A 0111 OING 
IN I I  * S OR IGIN AL  f TIMM HAD | M SU LA I| O i.ANY iV l ' r .  MANY ll l l l IDINGS Alir 01 OBVIOUS I f Ml'OH AH Y I I A  I DR I HAVING PILE I'OUNDA I I DllS 
Allll IIIOll l Y INI FI 1C I f  Nl IICAI |NG SYSTEMS .

Historical Perspective
IIIC TWO CLASS SYSICM OF A MILIIARY ORGAN-
I /A 11 Oil, I . E . ,  commissioned and non-coh- 
fltSSIONEO, ICO 10 PAPALiri FACILITIES IN 
MANY INSTANCES WHICH MAS OECN EXPENSIVE 10 MAINIAIN AIID IHCBI IS A DISPARITY |M 
IIIE QUALITY 01 COIIS I I'UC 11 ON BECAUSF OF 
THIS. WAREHOUSING OF MAICRIALS WAS OASED 
ON OECENIRALI7AIION Of SIRA EG IC MA1ER- 
lALS RAIHCR IMAM Lfl lC IFNT USE OF SPACE 
AND COST EFFECTIVCNLSS. THE .1ST GOES
on.
IHE NEED FOR IMF DIA 10 RECOJSIRUCF OR 
.'MOVIDE REPLACCHCNI FAC IL I I I iS  WAS APPARI NILV RE COON I 7II> YEARS F , 0 .  III I9G8, 
9 MILL 100 001 LARS OF A SCHOOL COMSIRUC- I l l l l l PROGRAM, 11)1 Al I I IIG 77 MIL...JII 
DOI LARS BECAME AVA11 ADIE. PLANS AND 
SPEC IF ICA! IONS WERl PPEPARCO, IIIE WORK 
AOVf.lt I I SCO FOR BIDS AMD CONTRACTS SUB­
SEQUENTLY AWAKOTO. I l l A MEETING Al Sl ir .A 
Or NATIVE LEADERS, fONGRCSS IOIIAL St MA I OR AND PT PRCSrtllAI IVF , MOWCVCR, I f  WAS 
OrCIOEO TO SITII1 ALL plans for rccoii- S I HUC I I NG MT. fllGF r  UMIIC HIGH SCHOOL AND

CNANNI L IHE MOIlT Y 10 ALIEP.HATIVE EOUCA-
I IOIIAL programs WHICH IIAVr. NOW ocrn 
ABANDONED. A MOUimRIUN Oil CAP UAL CON SIRMCfinil WAS ALSO POSCO AT I HAT TIME AIID Ml. COGICUIIIIL llir . lt  SCHOOL WAS 
SLMiiDUlED HI BE PHASED OUI IN IIIREE 
YEARS. IIIE li riO TO RECONSTRUCT IIAS NOT 
DIMINISHED SINCE 19GB, BUT IIAS BEEN 
EftPMASmo BY s p ir a l l in g  ENERGY COSTS.
I I I IS  BRINGS US TO IIIC SINGLE MUSI IMPOR­TANT PROBLEM AT MI. I DCF.CUHOF IIIGM SCHOOL. 
Will HI IS IHC LACK OF Off 111C O LONG RANGE 
G*»/»LS. Tlic BIA CFRI A;/.l.Y IIAS THE IN-IIOUSE CAPABILITY I l f  COIIS IRUCI IIIG NEW FACILITIES 
BUI CAN RL AC f ONLY 10 A lit CO IIIAT WILL 
F x tS I  I iiRoiM.il UK INVCSinrNT LIFE o r  IHC 
PROPOSED PROJECT. IN OlllCR WORDS, IIOW CAN OIK . i l lS IHY III! ( DOS IRUCI ION (IT PROJECT 
WHICH HAS All INVISIMINI l |  T C OF 1 0 - IS YFARS 
ON BASIS Of A l i r iO  IIIAI WILL C*IS I TOR n ice r YE APS • IHC I PONY IS THAI A| IIIE END 
I l f IIIR6L YFAPS l l l l  PHASE-OUI IS MOVED UP 
AIIO l l l l  R 5-5 TEARS. MIFRL TXISIS A BASIC HAW liri 'f IN IIIE ICON0MIC LOGIC BCING 
APPLIED WHICH CAN I X IS I ONLY | l l  A BUREAU 
CKAC V. I I  IS ASSUMED I IIA 1 AT IIIC COMPLEMON o r  All AGENCYS usr o r a p a p i i c u ia r  f a c i l i i t
I I  III CIIMF!. OT NO VA| I l f  . WHERE a PR. */AI E INN IVIDOAI WOU L D  s i l l  OM <) I III 0 W I sr. cas i i- 
oim ai IHIS I'OIHI, IMF GOvrRllfirtl l AGENCY will IES O i l  IIIC lo v f  SUIEIII . IMF IRUIM IS 
MIA! IIIC VAlur PI MAINS TO l i l t  BENEFIT OT 
l l l l  l)S GOVI PIlMCIII ANI) I I S  FUIURE OCCOPAIIIS.
>inrc 19 /5 ,  n o n o im ;  space occup ied  oy i i i i
B I A  HAS n t r i l  Pfl'iMl I) 109 ,000 SQUARE FEE I nr CUIISOI IDA I lo l l  MSI ANU W imoi l l  Al FECI IIIG 
FIMir.AllOII PROGRAMS. II IIS COIISOI. I DA I I ON WAS

OOME IN-HOUSC Al I I I .  FOGlCUMBt out ruRmr.R 
CONSOI IDAIIUO POSSIUII 11 I I S ,  WII I I EXCEP­TION o r QUARIIRS willf | |  IS SI ILL UNDERWAY, 
IS NOT PDSSIBII WlllMilll CAPITAL IMPROVE- iiENis. m t  coiiPLi l i o n  o r  m r consul iuat ion  
PLAN WILL PUI I l f .  rUGlCUIUir NIGII SCHOOL 
FAC IL I  11 EG OH A SOI ID BUSIHCSS BASIS WHILE UPGRADING IIIOSF. l A r u i t l C S  io MCE I Al l  
CURRFNI BUILDING, l l l l  SA r i . l f  AIID HANDICAP 
CODE RFQUIRTIU.NIS.
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U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a . F a i r b a n k s
Fa irbanks, A laska 99701

INSTITUTE OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH

April 7, 1981
*>-

H. Pappy Moss 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Legislature 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Pappy:

Thank you for your letter of March 7, 1981., You asked about the college 

success rate of Mt. Edgecumbe students. I did a special computer run for you 
to determine the success rate of Mt. Edgecumbe students who attended the 

University of Alaska at Fairbanks between 1975 and 1979. Of these 34 freshmen, 
the rate of college success was 50%. This success rate is substantially 

higher than that of students from village high schools (a success rate of 
31%) and somewhat higher than village students from town high schools 
(success rate of 43%).

It is not possible to conclude from this higher success rate, however:,
  the qua! ity ui m e  educational experience at me. edgecumbe is the
responsible factor. This may be the case; however, it also may be that more 
academically-oriented students are entering Mt. Edgecumbe. For example, some 
village students who choose to go to Mt. Edgecumbe m a y  go precisely because 
they consider the village high schools to offer an inadequate curriculum.

The question of whether or not Mt. Edgecumbe should stay open is, of 
course, an important one. Before making such a decision, it would be important 
to do a study of the school and take a close look at the types of students 
Mt. Edgecumbe is serving and the quality of the educational experience it 
offers. While these research findings on the college success of Mt. Edgecumbe 
s t u d e n t s  are encouraging, they should not be used to suggest that Mt. Edgecumbe 
provides exceptionally fine education without further study.

You've also asked about other types of success among the rural high 

school graduates. We have very little information on this question. The 
Alaska Department of Education has published statistics concerning the 

increase in the number of rural students earning 'nigh school diplomas (scr 
attached news article). Other than this statistic, we have no information on 
the educational accomplishments of graduates from village high schools.
I suspect there will be some reluctance to study this issue because o f  a 
widespread fear that the village high schools are not doing well. I very 
much doubt this is the case. Teachers, for example, who have experienced the 
old boarding school system as well as the village high school system speak 

of the greater self-confidence of the graduates from the village high schools 
and consider them tonmacny fewer problems of cultural dislocation. However, 
no research is available to confirm these impressions.



I hope this information is useful to you. Thank you for your letter.

Yours truly,

Judith Kleinfeld (Ed.D.) 

Professor of Psychology



A T E S
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  I N T E R I O R

B U R E A U  O F  I N D I A N  A F F A I R S
MT . E D G E C U M B E  S C H O O L  

MT . E D G E C U M B E .  A L A S K A  99835

Summary of Postsecondary Plans for the Senior Class of 1981

University or College Enrollment:
2 Alaska Pacific University, Anchorage
5 Sheldon Jackson College, Sitka
1 Kenai Community College, Kenai
1 Oregon College of Education, Monmouth 
14 University of Alaska, Fairbanks 
1 Tanana Valley Community College, Fairbanks

This is 34% of the Senior Class. All have been accepted.and filled out 
necessary financial aid forms.

Adult Vocational Training:
6 Alaska Skill Center, Seward
3 Hutchinson Career Center, Fairbanks 
1 Bates Technical College, Tacoma
1 Alaska Business College, Anchorage

This is 16% of the Senior Class. Three of the above are continuing 
training while waiting to be accepted into apprenticeship programs.

There are 70 graduating Seniors with 35 or b0% attending a postsecondary 
institution.

Other Seniors are planning on the military; have jobs arranged in their-' 
home areas; intend to take correspondence classes while at home; still 
are fornulatingpostsecondary plans; or v.eie unable to make a definite 
decision on their plans.



POST HIGH SCHOOL SPECIALISTS AT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL

Inupiat community of the North- Allen Stevens 
Tanana Chiefs- Ms. Joseph
Association of Vi 11ege Council Presidents- Olinka Nicolai 

Marines
National Guard 

Coast Guard 
Army
Air Force

University of Alas ka- Fairbanks 
Sheldon Jackson Cellege 
Alaska Pacific University- Bob Costigan 
University n C •
Seattle P a t ., c b.. -rsity 

St. Martin's 
Oregon State University 
Lewis and Clark College 
Pacific University

Equal Employment Opportunity- Aaron Isaacs 

Alaska Skill Center- Seward 

Apprenticeship Outlook Program **
A laska N a t i v e  H e alth C areer Program

I



T h e  Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee visited the Mt. 

E d gecumbe H i g h  School on March 18, 1982. All buildings associated wit h  the 

educational program, including dormitories, were toured.. A  m e e ting was held 

wit h  administrators, staff members and counselors pre c e e d i n g  a question and 

answer p e r i o d  with student..representatives.

The Boar d i n g  facility is a large complex of buildings, including several 

c l assroom structures, two dormitories and two hangars converted into a double 

g y mnasium and a vocational training area( including wood shop, sheet metal, 

w e l ding and auto mechanics). In addition to required educational programs, 

the school offers music, art, Alaska and Native studies, business education, 

psychology, nutrition and socialization, audio v isual training and aviation 

education.

A lth o u g h  the structures are dated, they appear to be attractively.maintained. 

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  has bee n  eliminated from federal funding for structural upgrading 

for several years. A n  evaluation o f  the facility w as completed in 1979 by the 

B.I.A. and recommends over. $23 m i l l i o n  (1982 dollars) to bring the building$up 

to fire and life/safety codes.

The Mt. Edgecumbe budget for 1982 included $2,795,451 for education and 

$3,520,300 for facility management, for a cost o f  $19,503 for each of the 

323 students.

The requested budget for 82/83 is $3,565,400, reflecting close-out year 

operational costs and reduced enrollment through the elimination of the 

freshman class. Included in this budget is transportation money for students 

provided to and from school on a yearly basis, and for emergencies.

Staff in all employment areas have been decreased in recent years, with 

135 total employees in education and facility management, mo s t  of them local 

hire. The B.I.A. predicts little opportunity for federal hire for any of 

the employees due to the massive cut-back in personnel. Educational staff, 

however, m ay buy into 15 years of state r<^.rement if hired.

B ecause the complex is so large and requires operation of utilities for the 

whole island(provided on a contractual basis for the PHS hospital), there are 

significant demands on human and financial resources.

A comprehensive consolidation plan was drafted by the B.I.A. in 1980 to 

reduce the physical size of the land, buildings and utilities to a core area.



T h i s  p l a n  significantly reduced operating costs b y  eliminating staff housing 

costs and road maintenance. Par t  of this area has be e n  conveyed to Shee Atika 

and p l a n s  are underway for the development of a new b o a t  harbor near the school.

W h a t  wil l  become of Mt. Edgecumbe property should the school find no other 

res o u r c e s  is uncertain. Ownership is with the Indian Health Service, but 

d i s p o s a l  would oc c u r  through the Bureau of Land Management, presumably 

fo llowing a m ethod giving federal agencies first p r i o r i t y  and then native 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

A l t h o u g h  considerable negotiation for turning the 37 B.I.A. day schools 

ov e r  to the Department of Education has occured in the pa s t  year, no such 

di s c u s s i o n s  over the future of Mt. Edgec'imbe have been included. Uncertainly 

o v e r  the school's continuance has been blamed for decreasing enrollments. At 

this time, no freshmen will be admitted this fall, with closure certain 

to f ollow the termination of the 1982/83 school year.

Senator Stevens had scheduled a hearing before the Senate Appropriations Committee 

on M a r c h  19 "...to determine what the plansfyfor an orderly transition and for 

u p g r a d i n g  and repair of the facilities." Due to the Senator's illness, this meeting 

was cancelled and has not been rescheduled at this time.

Naturally, more Attention is centered on the future of the day schools --ate— this 

t=EW5 since the two options offered the state will close most, if not all of the 

schools, following the 1981/82 school year. (Note: 10 of the day schools have

already notified the Department of Education of their intention to transfer to 

the state school s y s t e m ) .

A c c o r d i n g  to federal policy, The Department of the Interior must insure that 

A l a s k a  Native entities exercise self-control in all aspects of the education process. 

A l a s k a  natives have the right to elect to close Mt. Edgecumbe or contract for 

B.I.A. services.

25 C F R  Part 31a.4, "The Assistant Secretary for Indian 

Affairs through the Director s h a l l . . . (3) ensure that 

Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise 

self-determination and control in planning, priority 

setting, development, management, operation, staffing 

and evaluation in all aspects of che education process".

However, the decision to close Mt. Edgecumbe was made in the absence of 

native participation and has been observed by some to indicate a termination

Mt. Edgecumbe/2



Mt. Edgecumbe/3

of the federal-Native relationship. Some entities have already agreed to this 

termination through n o tification of the turnover of local schools to the state.

The B.I.A. has indicated that the Off-Reservation Boar d i n g  School Study 

suggested negotiation through t he state and appropriate native groups the 

absorption of students to o t h e r  alternatives. B.I.A. documents show 

the only option for Mt Edgecumbe students to be the state boarding school 

program, while acknowledging th a t  some enrollees are drop outs from the state 

program, and that the Alaska N ative Education Association study showed a 66% 

drop out rate for native students in public schools. In addition, evidence 

has shown that native students w ho transfer from Anchorage schools do not graduate 

from any other school in the state. This same o ption remains for students 

indicating an inability to cope with the public school system and social 

reasons for attendance at Mt. Edgecumbe.

A 1980 survey indicated that half of the MEHS students come from villages 

where there is no high school, or only a ^ t i a l  school that does not include 

their grade level. The small increase of students to village schools would not 

generate sufficient revenue to provide variation and curriculum expansion in 

local schools in any way equal to MEHS.

In consideration of the boarding school option, significant planning time 

must be allocated to accomplish the transition and allow plac e m e n t  for the 

students.

The population of Mt. Edgecumbe represents statewide parti c i p a t i o n  from 

a variety of urban and rural settings, with heaviest enrollments from the 

northern and south&entral parts of the state. Nearly half of the school's 

students come from the Bethel area.

Parents and students have indicated their criteria for attendance as: 

isolation at home, socialization, more curriculum opportunities coupled 

wi t h  a competitive atmosphere and academic achievements. Also noted 

was a perception of better access to alcohol and drugs combined with 

discrimination in public schools. Many students also come from families 

whose p a s t  generations have attended Mt. Edgecumbe, and view the school as 

a tradition. Here the native population finds themelves in 

situation in asking for the continuance of Mt. Edgecumbe, only a few years 

after demanding a village high school program. Wh i l e  local schools still 

have priority, it seems that a boarding school is a necessary option for



*
some s t u d e n t s  and fam il ie s.  The  s u c c e s s  r ate of  M E H S  g r a d u a t e s  in h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  50%, c o m p a r e d  t o  31% for l o c a l  schools. T h i s  m a y ,  h ow e v e r , 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  st ude n t s  w i t h  a c a d e m i c  a s p i r a t i o n s  are  m o r e  l i k e l y  t o  a p ply  

to ME HS . A  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  a t  th e b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  is a n  a t m o s p h e r e  

d e m a n d i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  s e l f  control. A d u l t  s t a f f  are  a v a i l a b l e  on 

a 24 h o u r  b a s i s  a n d  c o u n s e l o r s  w o r k  w i t h  t he  s t u d e n t s  in  an o n g o i n g  b a s i s  

to d e - e m p h a s i z e  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i m p r o v e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s k i l l s  and  

e n c o u r a g e  h e a l t h y  l i v i n g  habits. A l c o h o l  and d r u g  p r o b l e m s  d o  oc c u r ,  b u t  

the r e s o u r c e s  are a v a i l a b l e  to d e a l  w i t h  t h e s e  are as,  .and the v a r i e t y  of 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  sup pl y a l t e r n a t i v e s  for th e stu de nt s' energy.

T h e  S e n a t e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  r e c e i v e d  a p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  183  st u d e n t s ,  and

51 l e tte rs  i n  s u pp or t o f  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  Mt. E d g e c u m b e .  D i s c u s s i o n  with

the s t u d e n t s  r e v e a l e d  m a n y  re as o n s ,  s i m i l a r  to t h o s e  n o t e d  b y  all stu de nt s,  

for a t t e n d i n g  the school, as w e l l  as a d e s i r e  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n

in t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e i r  c h o i c e  w i t h  t he  o p t i o n  o p e n  for t h e i r  y o u n g e r  s ib li ng s

in t h e  future.

C-ptions f o r  Mt. E d g e c u m b e :

1. C l o s u r e

2. C o n t r a c t  w i t h  N a t i v e  O r g a n i z a t i o n ( s )  to o p e r a t e  the school.

3. C o n t r a c t  w i t h  the state t o  o p e ra te  the school.

4. E s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  b o a r d i n g  school.

5. Exp.’insion o f  b o a r d i n g  h o m e  program.



H A M M O N D  D I S M I S S E S  B I A  S C H O O L  T R A N S F E R  FLAN
3-26-82
#45

Secretary 
Off ice o» tJ'e Governor 
Pouch A. Juneau.  Alaska 99811

But .  Phone: (907)465-3500 
Res.  Phone: (907)586-1069

O FF ICE  OF THE GOVERNOR 
JUNEAU

JAY S. HAMMOND 
GOVERNOR

F O R  IM M EDIATE R E L EA SE  

J U N E A U — A l a s k a  G o v e r n o r  Jay H a m m o n d  today, e x p r e s s i n g  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  the " re sp o n s i v e n e s s  of the B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  

A f f a i r s , "  said the state w i l l . b e  turn i ng  to C o n g r e s s  to w o r k  out 

a r e a s o n a b l e  t r a n s f e r  sc he du le  for the a s s u m p t i o n  of B u r e a u  of 

Indian A f f a i r s  d a y  schools in the state.

H a m m o n d  is a M a r c h  25 letter to Ken Smith, the a s s i s t a n t

s e c r e t a r y  of In dian A f f a i r s  in the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of Interior, 

said A l a s k a  for several reasons can not e nter int o e i t h e r  o f  two 

a g r e e m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by the BIA for state t a k e o v e r  of 37 B I A  day 

schools in rural Alaska.

H a m m o n d  sa id  the BIA proposal, p r e s e n t e d  to the state on March 

10, c a l l e d  for A l a s k a  e i t h e r  to take over the o p e r a t i o n  of 16 

day s c h o ol s this coming school y e a r  (1982-83), o r  u n d e r  o p t i o n  II 

take o v e r  the o p e r a t i o n  of all 37 schools this c o mi ng  y e a r  w i t h

+ lie s ta t e rec e iv in g a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $5.9 m i l l i o n  to h e l p  d e f r a y  the

o p e r a t i n g  costs. Under b o t h  -otions the federal g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d

pay for the o p e r a t i o n  of the Mt. E d g e c um be  b o a r d i n g  school in 1982-83.

M O R E



Hammond t h a n k e d  S m i t h  f o r  a g r e e i n g  t o  o p e r a t e  M t .

E d g o c u m b o  f o r  t h e  c o n i n g  y e a r  b u t  s a i d  t h e  U IA p r o p o s a l B  f o r  

o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a y  s c h o o l s  f a l l  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  n o t  a d d r e s s  

t h e  p o l i c y  I s s u e  o f  N a t i v e  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f .  

t h e  s c h o o l s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  t h e  p r o p o s a l s  d o n ' t  g i v e  e n o u g h  

t i m e  t o  w o r k o u t  a n  o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  o r  p r o v i d e  r e a s o n a b l e  

" r e s o u r c e s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  a  t r a n s f e r .

Hammond 3 a i d  i t  i s  a n  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  

d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  2,500 N a t i v e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  

B I A  s c h o o l s  t h a t  m o r e  t i m e  b o  g i v e n  t o  p l a n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l s  a n d  u p g r a d e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  s t a t e  h e a l t h  a n d  

s a f e t y  c o d e  s t a n d a r d s .

Hammond 3 a i d  t h a t  g i v e n  c u r r e n t  r e v e n u e  e s t i m a t e s ,  t h a t  

e i t h e r  o f  t h e  t w o  o p t i o n s  w o u l d  h a v o  a n  " e n o r m o u s  i m p a c t "  o n  

t h e  s t a t e ' s  " s t r a i n e d "  b u d g e t .  Ho s a i d  g i v e n  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  J 

c o s t s  f o r  t h e  s c h o o l s ,  e i t h e r  58.9 m i l l i o n  o r  518.5 m i l l i o n  

u n d e r  o p t i o n s  I  a n d  I I  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  p l u s  t h e  u p g r a d e  s a f e t y  

c o s t s ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  c o n t  t h e  n t a t . o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  524.5 

m i l l i o n  o r  552.9 m i l ) i o n  t o  a c c e p t  e i t h e r  o p t i o n  I  o r  I I .

Hammond s a i d  e i t h e r  c o u r s e  w a s  u n r e a l i s t i c  g i v e n  t h a t  

t h e  D IA  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  t r a n s f e r  c amo  s o  l a t e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  

b u d g e t  c y c l o .  Hammond a l s o  s a i d  t h o  s t a t o  c a n ' t  e n t e r  i n t o  

a n  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t h e  B I A  u n t i l  t h e i r  i s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h o  

i s s u o  o f  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  c o n c u r r e n c e  w i t h  t h o  t r a n s f e r  o r  

s c h o o l s .

Hammond s a i d  t h a t  u n d e r  f o r m e r  D IA  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  P u b l i c  

Lnw 93-638 ( t h o  I n d i a n  B n l f d o t e r m l n a t l o n  a n d  E d u c a t i o n

A s s i s t a n c e  A c t )  r e q u i r e d  t h o  c o n s u l t  o f  v l l l a g o n  b o f o r o  s c h o o l s  c o u l d  b o  

t r a n s f e r r e d .  Bo f a r  o n l y  a b o u t  10 o f  t h o  37 h a v e  d o n e  n o -  MOKE
r
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Hammond s a i d  t h e  s t a t e  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

s i n g l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  h a s  s p e n t  mo r e  

t h a n  580 m i l l i o n  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h o  46 

B I A  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h o  

B t a t e ' s  s y s t e m  s i n c e  s t a t e h o o d .

" I  h a d  h o p e d  t h a t  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  37 s c h o o l s  

c o u l d  b e  w o r k e d  o u t  i n  t h e  s a m e  c o o p e r a t i v e  f a s h i o n  a s  i n  

t h e  p a s t .  I  c a n n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a g r e e  t o  a  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  

a d d r e s s e s  o n l y  b u d g e t  c o n c e r n s  a n d  d o e s  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  a d d r e s s  

t h o  l a r g e r  p o l i c y  i s s u e  a f f e c t i n g  o u r  N a t i v e  c i t i z e n s ,  n o r  

d o e s  i t  p r o p o s e  a  m e t h o d  w h e . r e b y  e d u c a t i o n i l  p r o g r a m s  c a n  b e  

t r a n s f e r r e d  w i t h o u t  s e v e r e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  

s t a t e w i d e , "  Hammond w r o t e  S m i t h .

“ F r a n k l y ,  I  am m u s t  d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  

o f  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  p o l i c y  m a k i n g  l e v e l s  o f  y o u r  

a g e n c y  t o  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  c o n c e r n s  r a i s e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  

o u r  N a t i v e  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .

" I  am ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  l e f t  w i t h  l i t t l e  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  l a y  

o u r  c a s e  b o f o r o  C o n g r u n s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h o  a i d  o f  o u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

d e l e g a t i o n ,  a s k  t h a t  b o d y ' s  h o l p  i n  f a s h i o n i n g  n m o r e  e q u i t a b l e  

a p p r o a c h  t o  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i 3  i s s u e , "  Hammond s a i d .

30
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE °
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESEARCH AGENCY

Pouch Y , State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3991

MEMORANDUM October 17, 1980

TO: Rep. Richard Eliason

o P
FROM: Carol Biggs, Administrative Assistant

RE: Closure of Mt. Edgecumbe, Research Request #169

You have asked several questions concerning the effect of the closure of
M t . ' Edgecumbe. Listed below are answers to each of those questions.

Question: How many students are currently enrolled in Mt. Edgecumbe?

According to an October 1, 1980 memorandum from the Registrar of Mt. 
Edgecumbe to the Superintendent, enrollment was 407. According to an 
earlier September 18, 1980 memorandum from the Principal, enrollment-was 
417. Both of these memoranda are attached.

Question: How many students have access to local high schools in their
home villages?

The October 1, 1980 memorandum from the Registrar states there are 203 
students with high schools in their village. The September 18, 1980 
memorandum from the Principal shows 330 students with high schools 
available in their village.

We cannot explain the difference in the two figures. However, based on 
information obtained from Mt. Edgecumbe, the Department of Education and 
several Regional Education Attendance Area school districts, v/e compiled 
a list of villages with either full or partial high school programs which 
would meet the requirements of those students returning to their villages 
if Mt. Edgecumbe closed. This data indicates that 278 of the students 
currently enrolled at Mt. Edgecumbe have access to a full or partial 
high school program within their village. A second list shows villages 
without high schools or with high schools below the grade level required 
for.those students who would be returning to their village if Mt. Edgecumbe 
closed. The number of students from these villages totals 137.

It should be noted that the figures in the listings include 99 seniors 
who will be beyond the high school program level by the fall of 1981.
At this time, we have no way of determining how many students would be 
applying for enrollment at Mt. Edgecumbe next school year if it were to 
remain open and from which villages they might be applying.



Rep. Richard Eliason 
October 17, 1980 

Page 2

Question: What options for continuing education do students witnout
high schools in their village have?

According to Rosita Worl, President of the Alaska Native Education 
Association and Senior Research Analyst for AEIDC at the University of 
Alaska, "The Bureau of Indian Affairs has proposed that the students 
might be placed in State-operated boarding home programs. (Students 
live with families which are usually non-Native and attend public schools, 
usually in Anchorage or other cities.)" ?

Ms. Worl states that prior experiences with this program were not succesful 
and that "if a full.scale boarding home program is the alternative to 
Mt. Edgecumbe, planning should be initiated prior to its implementation."

Other options suggested by Ms. Worl are continued operation and renovation 
o f  Mt. Edgecumbe; continued operation of Mt. Edgecumbe by a Native 
organization under government contract; establishment of an alternative 
boarding school; and expansion of the boarding-home program.

Attachments with this memorandum include statistical memoranda from the 
Registrar and the Principal of Mt. Edgecumbe, current and historical 
enrollment figures, graduates from Mt. Edgecumbe currently attending 
college, the budget for FY 79 - 81, a listing of villages with or without 
high schools, a paper by Rosita Worl, entitled "Implications of Mt.
Edgecumbo Closure", as well as several other pertinent pieces of information.

Also attached is a copy of an August 29 listing of villages by Regional 
Education Attendance Area and by school district which shows grade 
levels available in t.hnse villages and the number of students currently 
enrolled in each grade. This information was provided by Kathy Hathaway 
of the R.E.A.A. Oversight Committee.

A meeting is scheduled at Mt. Edgecumbe with BIA officials Monday, * 
October 20 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the closure of Mt. Edgecumbe.

If you have questions or require further information, please let us 
know.

Attachments

cc: • Rep. Nels Anderson
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NUMBER OF MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENTS FROM VILLAGES 
WITH HIGH SCHOOLS OR WITH REQUIRED GRADE LEVELS AVAILABLE

Vi 1laqe Number

Anchorage District

' Anchorage
Clarks Point (grades 4 - 1 0 )

(One student at Mt. Edgecumbe would have 
education available in Clarks Point next 
school year)

Dillingham
Koliganek

(A new-facility:at*Koliganek was opened 
this year.)

Manokotak
(Manokotak-has-a-f-acility which is in its 
fourth year of operation)

New Stuyahok 
Pedro Bay 
Wasilla

Bethel District 

Akiachak
(A new -facility'was op 'ied at Akiachak 
last year)

Akiak
(A new facility-was-opened at Akiak* 
two years ago)

Alakanuk
Aniak
Bethel
Chevak
Chuathbaluk
Eek (grades 9 - 11)
Emmonak 
Fortuna Ledge 

(Fortuna*Ledge->has»a'new facility currently 
under construction and a four-year high school 
program is currently available)

Kongiganek
Kotlik

(.Kotlik-has-a' new»facility which opened 
this year)

Kwethluk
(Kwethluk -has a-new ,faci1i ty* which opened 
this year)

Lower Kalskag 
Mekoryuk

(Mekoryuk*has-a»new -facility)-

Students at Mt. Edgecumbe

13 (2 seniors) 
1

3 (1 senior)
9 (5 seniors)

5 (3 seniors)

10 (5 seniors) 
1
1 (1 senior)

10 (3 seniors)

7 (1 senior)

2 (2 seniors)
5

6 ( 2 seniors) 
1
8 (4 seniors)
1
3 (1 senior)
3

1

4 (3 seniors) 

45 (13 seniors)

7
2 (1 senior)



Napakiak (grades 9 - 10) 1
(Napakiak has a four-year high school program 
available. The building is leased from 
the BIA)

Pilot Station 15

(P-iJx)t>Station-has^a-neWr.facility under 
construction. A four-year high school 
program is currently available)

Russian Mission 1
Saint Marys 1
Stony River 1
Togiak i
Tuluksak . 3
Tuntutuliak 24

(Tuntutuliak-has-a nevrfacility which opened 
approximately four weeks ago)

Fairbanks District

Allakaket (grades K - 10) 2
Arctic Village 3
Barrow 1 4
Betties 1
Fairbanks 11
Huslia (grades 9 - 1 0 )  1

Nome District

Ambler (grades 7 - 1 2 )  4
Elim 5
Gambell 3
Kiana 1

Kotzebue 2
Nome 6
Point Hope . 1
Savoonga 3
Selawi k 1
Shishmaref 1
Shungnak . 11

Southeast District

Freshwater Bay 2
Haines 6
Hoonah 2
Metlakatla 1
Mt. Edgecumbe 2

Total 278

(1 senior)

(1 senior) 
(3 seniors)

(2 seniors) 

(1 senior) 

(2 seniors)

(3 seniors)

(5 seniors)

(1 senior)

(1 senioY) 
(1 senior)

(1 senior) 
(1 senior)



NUMBER OF MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENTS FROM VILLAGES 
WITHOUT HIGH SCHOOLS OR WITHOUT REQUIRED GRADE LEVEL

10)

Village

Anchorage District 

Aleknagik
Clarks Point (grades 4 - 
Ekwok 
Girdwood 
Nikolski 
Portage Creek 
St. George
St. Paul (grades K - 10)

(Eight students at Mt. Edgecumbe. would not 
have education available at their grade level in 
village next school year. The other six 
students are seniors this year)

Twin Hills

Bethel District

Anvik (grades K - 11)
Eek (grades 9 - 1 1 )

(Two students at Mt. Edgecumbe this year 
would not h a v e  education available at grade 
level in village next school year; the other 
student is a senior)

Goodnews Bay 
Holitna River 
Kipnuk (grades 9 - 10)

(One student at Mt. Edgecumbe from Kipnuk is 
\a senior this year and would not require 
further education in village next year)

Napakiak (grades 9 - 10)
Nikolai (grades 9 - 10)

(One student at Mt. Edgecumbe this year 
would not have education available at his grade 
level in village next school year; the other 
student is a senior this year)

Oscarville
Quinhagak
Red Devil (grades K - 10)

(Two students at Mt. Edgecumbe would not have 
education available at their grade level; the other 
student is a senior this year)

Number of Students at Mt. Edgecumbe

4
1

11 (2 seniors) 
1
1 (1 senior)
1
6 (2 seniors) 

14

1
3

1
3 (1 senior) 
1

1
2

1
2 (1 senior)



Fairbanks District

Allakaket (grades 9 - 1 0
(Seven students at Mt. Edgecumbe this year 
would not have education available at grade 
level in village next school year; two other 
students are seniors this year)

Beaver
Huslia (grades 9 - 1 0 )

(One student at Mt. Edgecumbe would not have 
education available at grade level; the other 
three students are seniors this year)

Mentasta Lake 
Stevens Village 
Tetli n

3 (1 senior)
4

1 (1 senior) 
6 (1 senior) 
1

Nome District

Kobuk
Diomede
Shaktoolik
Stebbins
St. Michael
Wales

Southeast District 

Klukwan

3
13
4
7 (2 seniors) 

17 (1 senior)
6 (2 seniors)

Total
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U N I T E D  'STATES G O V E R N M E N T

Memorandum
T O  : S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

FROM  : R e g i s t r a r

s u b j e c t :  I n f o r m a t i o n  f or Dic k  E l i a s o n

T o t a l  e n r o l l m e n t  to dat e  is: 407

^ S t u d e n t s  w i t h  hig h  s c h o o l  in village:* 2 0 3 *

9 t h  -  45 10th - 67 11th -  59 1 2 t h  -  32

d a t e : O c t o b e r  1 ,  1980

^ S t u d e n t s  w i t h  no h i g h  school in v i l l a g e / d o e s  not i n c lude t h e i r  g r ade: 204

9th -  41 10th -  44 11th - 56 12t h  -  63
*.

M a r l e n e

*Please Note: This figure is actual count of high schools of -any

grade in the village, i.e., if there is a 9 th grade high school 

in a village, that student was not counted in the no high school 
in v i 1 lage count.

This count differs from the count given in the me m o  from the principal, 

his count was based on a student survey, giving totals of any high 
school in the village, regardless of the grade.

SV

m .
Buy U .S . Savings Bonds Rtgularly on the Payroll Savings P lan



Memorandum4

TO S u p e r i n t e n d e n t d a t e :  9 -1 8 -8 0

FROM Principal

subject: S t u d e n t  S u r v e y  9 - 1 6 - 8 0

S t u d e n t  E n r o l l m e n t  4 1 7

S t u d e n t s  S u r v e y e d  4 0 6

S t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  v i l l a g e  3 3 0

S t u d e n t s  w i t h  no h i g h  s c h o o l  i n  v i l l a g e  7 6

S t u d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  s c h o o l  b e l o w  t h e i r  g r a d e  l e v e l  2 8

S t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e a s o n s  3 8 4

S t u d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  s o c i a l  

r e a s o n s  • 5 8

&  - z j J U

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan



A n c h o r a g e  92 21

B e t h e l  1 7 9  42

F a i r b a n k s  52 12

t • Nome 9 2  21

Jjoutheast 1 6  5



'*■ - . . . ~ ..

1 9 7 9 / 8 0 TOTAL 461

DISTRICTS:

ANCHORAGE

BETHEL

FAIRBANKS

NOME

SOUTHEAST

9th 

10 th 

11th 

12th

0

99

192

80

74

16

112

119

129

101

%
•

22%

42%

17%

16%

3%

1978/79 TOTAL 461

DISTRICTS:

ANCHORAGE

BETHEL

FAIRBANKS

NOME

SOUTHEAST

9 th 

1 0th 
11th 
12th

It

105

218

58

65

15

105

106 

145 

105

%

23%

47%

13%

14%

3%

'



1 9 7 7 / 7 8 TO T A L  462

i

9th - 111 

1 0th - 126 
11th --146 
12th - 79

DISTRICTS

if %

ANCHORAGE 110 24%

BETHEL 208 45%

FAIRBANKS 57 12%

NOME 75 16%

.SOUTHEAST 12 3%

1976/77 TOTAL 382

8 th - 2
9th - 81

10th - 123

r 11th - 87

12th - 89

DISTRICTS

H %

ANCHORAGE 84 22%

BETHEL 185 49%
FAIRBANKS 46 12%

NOME 43 11%
SOUTHEAST 24 6%



1975/76

t
TOTAL 569

7th - 5

8 th 8 
9th - 186 

10th - 137 

11th - 130 

12th - 101

6th - 2

DISTRICTS:
0 % 

ANCHORAGE 88 15%

BETHEL 256' 45%

FAIRBANKS 43 8 %
NOME 108 19/

SOUTHEAST 74 13%



MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES CURRENTLY ATTENDING COLLEGE

Fort Lewis College, Durango, CO 
Carrie Mojin 
Greg Moses

SHELDON JACKSON COLLEGE
Harvey Demantle Judy Brady
Bonnie Aloysius

Ernest Kashatok 
Helen George 
Helen Attungowruk .

SEATTLE PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 
Nellie Charlie 
Beverly Kashevarof 
Fannie Andrew 
Nelda Akelkok

UNIV. OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS

KENAI COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Carolyn Solomon

WESTERN WASHINGTON 

Matthew Kookesh

ANCHORAGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Angie Kameroff

Joann Kroto
Pamela Demientieff
Donna Coramack
Natalie Kashatok Mueller
Helen Gray
Jessie Douglas
Martin Cleveland
Sandra Solomon
Jeannie Waska
Stanley Jack
Elias Pete
Roy Nictune
Ann Blunka
Elaine Aloysius
Linda Takumjenak

Jeff Maupin

Darrell Sam

Bedushia Nicolai 
Stanley Spein

Alice Jackson 
Sassa Bartman

Marie Noah
Edward Lockwood
Greg Mothstine
Kathy Cleveland
Jacob Red fox
Abe Redfox
Martha Peter
Mary Jim
Louie Kinegak 
Leria Hurley

University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Richard Simon 
John Chuckwak 
Kathy Eningowook 
Helen Pootoogoolik 
Nettie David 
Esther Jackson

OREGON STATE 

Gaifield George

Dartmouth

Pacific University, Forest Grove, Oregon 

Oregon College of Education

University of Hawaii, Hilo 
University of Hawaii

Alaska Pacific University, Anchorage

Marie Moses 

Bernadette Moses

Hi Line, Seattle



E D U C A T I O N  B U D G E T

FY 79 3-451 million

FY 80 3-303 million - total funds

FY 81 3.046 million - projected dollars based on 376 student

•BREAKDOWN

FY 79 payroll costs 2.9 million

FY 80 payroll costs 2.1 million

FY 81 payroll costs 1.85 million

FY 80 Student Transportation $451,294.00

FY 80 School Board Travel 30,000.00

FY 80 Admin, Coaches, Employee Travel, 69,000.00

and Employee hires, etc.

FY 80 Supplies, Materials, Dormitory, 485,650.00

Food Services

FY 80 Contractual Services 12,488.00

FY 80 Equipment 1,184.00

PROJECTED FY 81 BREAKDOWN

Student Transportation $533,407.00

School Board Travel 28,480.00

Admin, Coaches, Employee Turnaround, 

New Hire, Reassignment
48,832.00

Supplies, Materials, Food Services, 
etc.
Contractual Services

3 2 5 ,8 6 2 . 0 0

Equi pment 22,834.00

On Campus Transportation, Vehicle 

Rental
2 2 ,0 0 0 . 0 0

Communications/postage 1 7 ,9 8 6 . 0 0

Shipping 3 1 ,0 0 0 . 0 0

Facility Management BY 80 Budget $4,152,500.00

Operations Total Budget 2,689,400.00

• (Includes utilities, services, such as janitorial, garbage, fire, 

grounds and streets, laundry operations, general operations—  

office staff, warehouse, security.)

Maintenance and Minor Repair $ 1,463,100.00

FY 80 Facility Management Payroll 2.78 million



O B S E R V A T I O N S

Mt. Edgecumbe High School is under a new funding system per P.L. 95-561. 

Funding for schools is based upon A.D.M. (average daily membership) of 

students. Our funding has decreased, as you can see, but if o u r  enroll­

ment remains stable, as it has for the past four years, we can expect the 

level of funding to remain around 2 . 8  million, and if we are allowed to 

use o u r  quarters reimbursement in the future, the amount would remain close 

to 3  million, which would put us at approximately $ 7 , 5 0 0  per pupil for the 

education budget, excluding the facilities' management budget."

Remember, we are the lead federal agency here per a federal common services 

agreement, thus our large facility management work force and budget. (30% 
of o u r  facilities and 3j% of our dorm staff are local Natives.) Also, we 

have recently gone through a reduction-in-force action, last spring, because 

of a reduced budget. It was a major action. We cut approximately twenty- 

five positions and placed all education staff on furlough status last 

summer to meet our new budget. About 50% of the positions cut were occupied. 

Further cuts in staff would seriously affect programs and services to 

students.

In the past we paid for student transportation at the rate on one round 

trip per school year. Also, if there was a death in the. immediate family 

or critical illness, the school paid that fare.

Since P.L. 95-561, we have a transportation allotment of approximately 

$500,000. This is to provide for two round trips per school year, as well 

as emergency travel. This is a restricted fund and at least 8 0 % must be 

used.on transportation of students between home and school. This is a 

benefit in a way for fami 1 ies but has added to the reduction of dollars 

for academic programs.

Education Staff

3 1 i teachers, current ratio- 1 : 1 3  

i< 0  dorm staff- 2 ^ hour coverage-1:31 

4 counselors, current ratio- 1 : 1 0 *i 

9  kitchen staff 

5i -administrators 

7  clerical 

3  recreation staff
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SXHOP'CK riSTHICT:
t

Village____________•_____________ - H.S. in Village____________  9________ 10 11 12 Total

Aleknagik 
Anchorage 
Clarks Point 
Dillingham 
Ekwok 
Girdwood 
Koliganek 
Manokotak 
New Stuyahok 
Nikolski 
Pedro Bay 
Portage Creek 
St. George 
St. Paul 
Twin Hills 
VJasilla*

:THEL DISTRICT:

Akiachak 
Akiak 
Alakanuk 
Aniak 
Anvik 
Bethel 
Chevak 
Chuathbaluk 
Eek
Einnon’ak 
Fortune Ledge 
Goodnews Bay 
Holitna River 
Kipnuk 
Kongiganek 
Kotlik 
Kwethluk 
Lower Kalskag' 
Mekoryuk 
Napakiak 
Nikolai 
Oscarville 
Pilot Station 
Quinhagak 
Red Devil 
Russian Mission 
Saint Marys 
Stony River 
Togiak 
Tuluksak 
Tuntutuliak

no 1 3 4
yes 2 ' 4 • 5 2 13
no 1 ‘ . 1 •2
yes 1 ’ 1 1 3
no 5 2 2 2 11
no 1 1
9th 1 1 2 5 9
9 th & 1 0 th • 2 3 5
■9tK— & -1 0trh /—  ~ 2 2 5 10
no 1 • * 1
yes 1 1
no i 1
no 1 1 2 2 6
9th & 10th 8 6 14
• '4 . 4
yes

•
•

1 1

no 3 2 2 3 10
. '> 4 2 1 7

' 2 2
yes 1 1 3 5
9th & 10th 1 1
yes 3 1 2 6
yes 1 1
9-10-11 1 3 4 8
9-10-11 1 2 1 4
yes . ' 1 4 1 6
no O-J
no 1 1
no 2 • 1 39th & 1 0 th 1 1
yes \1 1
no 1 • . 3 4

12 10 10 13 43
no 3 2 2 7
no • 1 1 2
no 1 . ' 1 29th & 1 0 th 1 1 2
no 1 1
no 4 2 4 5 15
no 1 1 2
9th 1 1 1 3
yes • 1 1 .
yes 1 1
yes 1 1
yes 1 1
yes . 1 1 1 3

6 8 7 3 2 4‘ .



ANKS DISTRICT: 
«

U l l a g e H.S. in Village
i

9

iî

10 11 • 12 Tot

9th & 10th 2 1 4

'

2 9
yes i : 1 ' 1 3
yes 3 • 6 • 2 1 14

• no 1 1 1 3
yes . 1 1

'• yes 2 7 2 11
9 th & 1 0 th 1 1 • 3 5
no 1 1
no 3 2 • 1 6
no - 1 1

Mlakaket
\rctic Village
B a r r o w

Beav.er
Beteles
Fairbanks
H u s l i a

Mentasta Lake 
Stevens Village 
Tetlin

E  DISTRICT:

Ambler
Elira
Gambell
Kiana
Kobuk
Kotzebue
Diomede
Nome
•Point Hope
Savoonga
Selawik
Shaktoolik
Shishmaref
Shungnak
Stebbins
St. Michael
Wales

SOUTHEAST DISTRICT:

Brookings, Oregon 
Freshwater Bay 
Haines 
Hoonah 
Klukwan 
Metlakatla 
Mt. Edgecumbe 
Winslow, Arizona

9-10-11 / ' . 1 . .3 4'ff'yoi. -tÂ k 2 3 5
yes 2 1 3
yes 1 • 1
no 1 2 3
yes ■ 2 .2
no 7 6 13
yes 4 2 6
yes 1 1
yes 1 1 1 3
yes 1 1
no 1 2 1 ' 4
yes _ 1 1
yes . 7 3 1 11
no 2 1 . 2 2 7
no 7 3 6 1 17
9 th 2 1 * 1 2 6

yes

• •

1 . 1
yes 1 1 2
yes 3 2 1 6
yes 2 2
no 2 2
yes * 1 1
yes 2 2
yes. 1 1

U  "
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IMPLICATIONS Or 
MT. EDGECUMBE CLOSURE

By

Rosita Worl
Senior Research Analyst, University of Alaska, AEIDC 

President, Alaska Native Education Association

The Department of Interior announced that Mt. Edgecumbe school will 
close by the end of the 19S1 fiscal year. The Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BLA) has operated the resident boarding high school since 1947. Four 
hundred Native students, including Inupiat, Yupik, Athapaskan, Tlingit, 
Tsimpshian, and Haida, from rural and urban'areas of Alaska attend Mt. 
Edgecumbe. According to administrative reports, most students attend 
Mt. Edgecumbe by their own personal choice, citing isolation of their 
communities, limited curriculum in their local schools, or discrimina­
tion in public schools as reasons. The administration also reports that 
an increasing number of students are applying to attend Mt. Edgecumbe..

The Alaska Native Education Association (ANEA) which is represented by a 
nine-member board of directors oppose the closure of Mt. Edgecumbe. The 
directors are Alaska Natives and American Indians from all geographical 
regions of Alaska, and are parents and educators, including administra­
tors, researchers, teachers, and JOM and Indian-education parent commit­
tee members. Prior to the formal announcement of the Mt. Edgecumbe 
closure, the Board of Directors passed a motion which first; supports 
the development of local schools and secondly, recognizes the need for 
an alternative school such as Mt. Edgecumbe. ANEA supports Mt.
Edgecumbe as an alternative school provided that the facility meets the 
State of Alaska's life-safety standards established for schools.

Tho closure of Mt. Edgecumbe BIA Boarding School poses ramifications 
and questions in three separate areas: . .

1). Impacts on 400 students, their families and school 
systems

2). Self-Determination
i

3). Termination of the special relationship between Alaska 
Natives and the federal government

I m p a c t s

I m p a c t  a n a l y s i s  a n d  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  fo r f e d e r a l  a c t i o n  w h i c h  

m a y  a f f e c t  p u b l i c  l a n d s  a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  a p p l y  e q u a l l y  t o  i m p a c t s  o n  the 

h u m a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of 400 s t u d e n t s  a n d  the p l a c e m e n t  

of  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  in o n e  o r  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e i r  

l i v e s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  and  r e s p e c t i v e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s .  M a j o r  

a c t i o n s  of this n a t u r e  r e q u i r e  st ud y, a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  p l a n n i n g  p r i o r  to 

d e c i s i o n - r n a k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  C u r r e n t  s o c i a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a  a r e  s u c h  that s o m e  s t u d e n t s  c a n  b e s t  b e n e f i t  i n  a 

b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  r e a s o n s  the s t u d e n t s  e l e c t  t o  a t t e n d



Mt. Edgecumbe should be assessed and the conditions which promote their 
departure from their hone communities should be rectified. In addition, 
the conditions at Mt. Edgecumbe which promote academic achievement 
should be analyzed and replicated elsewhere.

The Bureau has proposed that the students might be placed in State- 
operated boarding home programs. (Students live with families which are 
usually non-Native and attend public schools, usually in Anchorage or 
other cities.) Based on prior experiences, this program cannot be 
viewed as an acceptable alternative since it was not beneficial to the 
vast majority of students who participated in the program. If a full 
scale boarding home program is the alternative to Mt. Edgecumbe, planning 
should be initiated prior to its implementation to overcome previous 
problems associated with this program. At the very minimum, students 
must b e  apprised of the program and planning must be done to locate 
homes, orient foster parents and teachers, and insure health care systems 
are accessible. Conditions in the urban centers where the students can 
be expected to be placed need to be evaluated. Anchorage schools reflect 

66 percent--dropout-rate of...Native students<-prior to high school graduation 
as well as significantly lower test scores. The academic problems together 
with the social and emotional stress encountered by Native students in 
an urban center can be overwhelming.

Individuals find themselves iri an ironic position in which they are 
advocating for Mt. Edgecumbe when only a few years ago they were de­
manding local schools be established. However, the issue today is not 
local school versus boarding schools since Natives continue to place the 
highest priority on local schools. Based on Mt. Edgecumbe records, an 
alternative school appears to be a necessary option for some students 
and families. The government has cited the high cost of operating Mt. 
Edgecumbe as the reason for closure. Cost was not a consideration when 
the federal government first implemented the boarding school program as 
a means to detribalize and assimilate Native Americans. Monetary 
considerations should not overshadow academic achievements and graduation 
of a high percent of Native students attending Mt. Edgecumbe.

The closure of a boarding school institution which has a demonstrated 
high academic achievement success rate and placement of students in a 
boarding home program in an environment and school system which have 
high dropout rates and lower test scores for Native students is contrary 
to educational objectives of Natives and educators.

S e l f - D e t e r m i n a t i o n

According to federal policy, the Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs, 
Department of Interior must insure that Alaska Native entities excercise 
self-determination and control in planning, priority-setting, development, 
management, operation, staffing and evaluation in all aspects of the 
education process. The Department of Interior unilaterally decided to 
close Mt. ‘Edgecumbe by the end of the 1980-81 school year without consul­
tation with Alaska Natives. Alaska Natives have the right to elect to 
close Mt. Edgecumbe or to contract for BIA services, but the decision 
must be based on Native involvement and self-determination. The absence 
of Native participation in the decision-making negates Alaska Natives 

self-determination and is contrary to expressed federal policy. BIA's



disregard of the right of Native "advise and consent" pose serious 
ramifications for Native individuals and organizations and- self-determination 
policy.

T e r m i n a t i o n

The government has repeatedly reiterated that the federal, self- 
determination policy, does not imply termination. The federal government 
has the responsibility to provide comprehensive education programs and 
services for Alaska Natives. Abbrogation of Native rights in educational 
decisions, transfer of education responsibility to state schools, decreasing 
federal appropriations for Alaska Native programs and services, and 
removal from Alaska of a $6 million budget (Mt. Edgecumbe education and 
plant-maintenance funds) signifies that the Department of Interior is 
embarking on a policy of termination of federal-Native relationship.
Although some Native tribes and entities may elect termination of the 
federal-Native relationship, the decision roust be based on mutual knowledge 
and consent.

The initial consultation between Alaska Natives and BIA should first 
consider the operations of Mt. Edgecumbe. Several options can be explored 
including:

(1) Closure of Mt. Edgecumbe.

(2) Continued operation and renovation of Mt. Edgecumbe.

(2) Contracting the operation of Mt. Edgecumbe by a Native 
Organization.

(4) Establishment of alternative boarding school.

(5) Expansion of boarding-home program.

Dr. Barlow, BIA, reported at the last AFN Human Resource Board meeting 
that, he didn't perceive n.uch support for the continued operation of Mt. 
Edgecumbe. However, the decisiion to close Mt. Edgecumbe is relatively 
recent, and has not been widely disseminated throughout Alaska.

Alaska Native students, individuals, organizations, JOM or Indian Education 
parent committee*, and others who may either support the continued 
operation of Mt. Edgecumbe, recognize the need for adequate planning 
time prior to closure, or realize the political self-determina­
tion ramifications and the loss of a $6 million budget for Alaska may 
express their position to:

/

Earl Barlow, Director
Office of Indian Education Programs
Department of Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs
18th & C Streets NW Code 500
Washington, D. C. 20245



CONSULTATION PLAN 
MT. EDGECLvSS

Consistent with recommendations rrade in the Off-lieservation Boarding School 
Study and the policies set forth in 25 CFR Part 31a.4, "the Assistant 
Secretary for Indian Affairs through the Director shall...(3) ensure that 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise selfi^.ef semination 
and control in planning, priority setting, development, management, operation, 
staffing.and evaluation inwall aspects of the education._Ptocess,il. The"~ 
follcwing issue paper is fceing presented which includes a consultation plan 
addressing the proposed closure of Mt. Edgecumbe.

VL
£  .  t  -

Issue: A decision must be made regarding the restoration of the 3.5 - £ .
million dollar reduction in school operations resulting from the proposed'' 
closure of Mt. Edgecumoe.

Background: The Off-Reservation Boarding School Study conducted by the
Department of Interior's Office of Budget Program Review Division did 
recommend a phase-out approach to the closure of Mt. Edgecumbe. They 
further recommended that the Bureau of Indian Affairs proceed bo negotiate 
with the State of Alaska and oonsult with appropriate native groups for 
the absorption of students from Mt. Edgecumbe into the state program, or 
other alternatives. ■— ■ 7 .: r«./-..J ;

The following steps are being offered as a method of obtaining the necessary 
Alaska Native input and to explore appropriate alternatives.

1) A  letter will be mailed to all Alaska Native tribes and villages
notifying then of the decision to close Mt. Edgecumbe and requesting, .. . 

i . fegdbacls-DD..fl 1 tftmatJLy.es■ This step will meet the requirements of .•
Job Indian Education Policy 31a.4 (q) (1) Tribal Notification and in- ‘ ’  ̂v:- •; 

{^ 7  aj volvement and program flexibility. jLc-Voj -W - :

^ 2) As a follcw-up to the letter, attend the Alaska Federation of Natives
Convention October 22-24 and arrange for a meeting with tribalr-^- 
goveming bodies during the convention. ••• •• '■!

*' * I ■*’/ ' ' • ’ •»

3) No later than January 31, 1981, conduct hearings in the State of Alaska )
,7r X i taking into consideration the geographic areas most heavily represented:
/ y  7  in the Mt. Edgecumbe student body. • A >.» /<. c. /

7 v \
^ According to enrollment figures frcm Mt. Edgecumbe, the 400 students 

who attend the school come frcm various rural and urban areas of 
Alaska.

However, there are three major geographical pockets from which the 
students ocme. It is in these areas where hearings will be .conducted.

4) As early as possible this fall, consult with the State Commissioner 
of Education and the State Board in cooperation with the Alaska . 
Hati.yfiS_to further discuss fhe state boarding home program and to 
explore other alternatives.

(>

Considerations relative to this consultation with the Svate Education 
Agency are 1) the adequacy of the state boarding home program; 2)aopropriate



orientation of students, foster parents, and teachers; and 3) determi- 
. nation as to hew compliance with P.L. 95-608, the Indian Child Welfare Act 

will continue to be implemented.

Two factors which must be carefully examined during the planning for 
the absorption of students into the state program are 1) that some 
students enrolled at Mt. Edgecumbe are dropouts of the state boarding 
program and 2) the Alaska Native Education Association has conducted 
a study which shews a 66% dropout rate for Alaska Native students 
in the Anchorage School District. Further evidence indicates that 
the Native students who leave the Anchorage schools are not graduating 
from high schools elsewhere in the state since the Native student 
attrition rate for the state as a whole is ever higher.• i

Ihis step— consultation with the state— will help meet the requirement 
of 31a.4 (k) Advocacy and coordination in education matters before the 
Federal, state and local governments.

Where do the Students Come From?

Although the students come from a variety of urban and rural areas 
in Alaska, there are three geographical pockets where a higher population 
of students come frcm. Sixty to 65% of the students come from throughout 
the Bethel Area. Approximately 30 students come frcm the Aleutian chain and 
the Pribilof Island Area. Thirty to forty Athepaskan students come from the 
villages within the Interior. Smaller numbers of students come frcm other 
villages, areas or regions.

Why Are the Students at Mt. Edgecumbe?

According to the boarding school applications filled out prior to entry 
into the Mt. Edgecumbe School, the following criteria has been indicated 
as reasons for admittance:

i Clsolation reasons - 301
U'f’ ' r'ro/ j  Social reasons - 72
A'jwc 5iu<l'.v'X Curriculum reasons - 34

 c<X vuu . /  Academic reasons - 51
L j TOTAL ENROLLMENT 458 •

Co.VLIjC-H , ‘
Letters fircm parents which accompany the applications further specify 
the following reasons for wanting their children to attend Mt. Edgecumbe: 
a) more personal costs involved to have child attend state programs 6) the 
children do not get to come home as often c) Mt. Edgecumbe is more competitive 
and has more course offerings and activities than the local village schools
d) better living conditions and more opportunities for specialized classes
e) having other schoolmates there is "more like being at home" than living 
with’ a "strange family" f) parental opinion that there is more access to 
drugs and drinking in large public schools and g) discrimination in public 
schools.

Where Would the Students Go if Mt. Edqecumbe Closed?

0

For those students who cite isolation as a major factor in enrolling at 
Mt. Edgecumbe, the majority of those students could be accommodated through



the state boarding home program, and— in a few instances— through local 
village programs. Sane of the local schools offer secondary programs 
only through the 10 th grade, hcwever.

For those students who cite personal preference, inability to cope with a 
larger public high school program, or curriculum/academic reasons, the same 
option would exist. Hcwever, the small increase in the number of students 
remaining heme to attend the village schools will not generate enough additional 
dollars to increase the ability to provide variation, expansion and scope 
of the local programs. The issue then becomes one of whether the needs 
of students displaced from Mt. Edgecumbe can be satisfactorily met more 
than whether the students can be placed. This will require extensive 
consultation with the state and with the Alaska Natives.

Other Policy Considerations

Indian Education Policies —  25 CFR 31a.4 (e) Respect for family (f)
Religious freedom...(i) Choice of School...(p) Education close to heme 
and...(s) Planning maintenance and use of facilities are all specific 
policies which should be analyzed relative to the consultation process 
and the placsnent of these children.

Implementation of the Consultation Plan

The contact person at the Office of Indian Education Programs Central 
Office operations will be the Chief, Division of Student Support Services,
Ext. 4493. This individual will be responsible for coordinating efforts 
between this Office, the Juneau Area Education Program Administrator and 
a person designated to act as a liaison with the Alaska Native tribes and 

villages. ' • . -
»V* ”* .

u > >
1) The letter of notification to the Alaska Native tribal groups

will be mailed no later than September 5, 1980. -*v'

2) Office of Indian Education Programs will coordinate with the .
President of Alaska Federation of Natives and their Human Resources
Education Committee to set up a time on the agenda at their October

convention. v-., * ' I ' ws . *.',<• •• , .

3) OIEP will coordinate with the Alaska Commissioner of Education for 
a time for the Director to meet with the State Board of Education.

‘ . 4) A person will be designated to help select sites for the hearings,
notify appropriate villages, and help work out solutions to the 
problan of getting natives to the hearing sites.

5) Projected Costs: Expenses incurred in the jjnplementatiai of the
plan will include several round-trip airfares and possibly the 
expense of an Alaskan-based consultant.



W i t h i n  the P h o e n i x  A r e a  (Arizona, Utah, N e v a d a  a n d  
C a l i f o r n i a ) ,  there exists a m p l e  c a p a c i t y  t o - h o u s e  all 
of t h e  c u r r e n t  ORBS s t u d e n t s  that c o m e  f r o m  t h o s e  s t a t e s  
at Sherman, P h o e n i x  a n d  I n t e r m o u n t a i n  s c h o o l s  (a total 
c a p a c i t y  of 2,200) w i t h o u t  m a j o r  r e n o v a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r­
more, a n e w  h i g h  scho o l  on the H o p i  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  A r i z o n a ,  
is t h e  top u n f u n d e d  p r i o r i t y  for the B I A  school c o n s t r u c t i o n  
p r o g r a m .  T h a t  school w o u l d  p r o v i d e  s p a c e  for a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
400 H o p i  stude n t s  p r e s e n t l y  ‘i ORBS, a n d  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e  
d e m a n d  for c a p a c i t y  in the .rding schools.

M o s t  o f  the b u i l d i n g s  at S t e w a r t  s c h o o l  in N e v a d a  do n o t  m e e t  
s t a t e - a d o p t e d  s t r u c t u r a l  st a n d a r d s  for r e s i s t a n c e  to e a r t h q u a k e  
damage. Also, a c c o r d i n g  to the r e c e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  s u r v e y  report, 
S t e w a r t  is g r o s s l y  u n s a f e  w i t h ' r e g a r d  to fire s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s . 
Thus, to o p e r a t e  S t e w a r t  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  s t r u c t u r a l  e a r t h­
qu a k e  and fire safety standards w o u l d  r e q u i r e  r e p l a c e m e n t  of 
m o s t  bui l d i n g s .  A  r e c e n t  e s t i m a t e  of t h e  cost to r e n o v a t e  
S t e w a r t  i n c l u d e d  in t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  r e v i e w  w a s  $1 6 . 8  m i l l i o n .

In v i e w  of the e x i s t e n c e  a m o n g  the o t h e r  ORBS in the P h o e n i x  
A r e a  o f  c a p a c i t y  s u f f i c i e n t  to a c c o m m o d a t e  all o f  the P h o e n i x  
A r e a  ORBS students, a n d  b e c a u s e  the cost of r e p l a c i n g  the 
S t e w a r t  f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  be p r o h i b i t i v e ,  it is r e c o m m e n d e d  that 
S t e w a r t  be clo s e d  at the e n d  of the c u r r e n t  school year. It 
s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that o n l y  27 of the s t u d e n t s  at S t e w a r t  are 
f r o m  Nevada.

P l a c e m e n t  p r i o r i t y  for the next (1980-81) school y e a r  
at t h e  other P h o e n i x  A r e a  ORBS (Phoenix, Sherman, a n d  I n t e r­
mo u n t a i n )  should be giver, to S t e wart stude n t s  w h o  are f r o m  
the P h o e n i x  Area. If n e e d e d  to a c c o m m o d a t e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  
o u t s i d e  the P h o e n i x  A r e a  p r e s e n t l y  in P h o e n i x  A r e a  ORBS, there 
is sp a c e  a v a i l a b l e  at Flandreau, So u t h  D a k o t a  and at Chemawa, 
Oregon, wh e r e  a n e w  d o r m i t o r y  is und e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .

B e c a u s e  the State of A l a s k a  has an e d u c a t i o n a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  
b o a r d i n g  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  offers p l a c e m e n t s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
for e i t h e r  the special ne e d s  of a child or to o v e r c o m e  
isolation, it is r e c o m m e n d e d  that Mt. E d g e c u m b e  b e  closed.
T h e  s t a t e  p r o g r a m  c o v e r s  room, bo a r d  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  at 
an a v e r a g e  p e r  student cost of $4,000. (The st a t e  c o s t  
h o w e v e r ,  does not r e f l e c t  the $3,500 p e r  pupil c o s t  b o r n e  
by the local school w h i c h  the student* a t t e n d s ) .

F e d e r a l  funds appear to be supp l a n t i n g  state r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
at. Mt. E d g e c u m b e  w h i c h  has the h i g h  c o s t  per A D M  o f  $18,955. ’

It is f u r ther r e c o m m e n d e d  that the BIA s h o u l d  w o r k  w i t h  the S t a t e  
of A l a s k a  to develop and i m p lement a t w o - y e a r  p h a s e - i n  of sta t e  
a s s u m p t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n a l  b o a r d i n g  costs and p h a s e - o u t  o f  Mt. 
E d g e c u m b e  as a BIA school.

It is r e c o m m e n d e d  that first p r i o r i t y  for p l a c e m e n t  in o t h e r  
B I A  v a c a n t  pos i t i o n s  be given to ORBS staff d i s p l a c e d  by 
s c h o o l  closures.



EKv/OX VILLAGE COUNCIL

EKWOK, ALASKA.

VIE of Ekwok Village Council concur vith Sitlh Cosnrunity Association Resolution
< . 

of the Tribal Council Resolution £80-4. •

Be it further Resolved that Ekwok Village Council urges all Alaska Native Organizations
*\%

to go on record in support of continued operation of Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

For Mt. Edgecunbe high offers the best education for our children at the present time.

Duly adopted thin 5th day of March 19C0.

Voting Results HO
V



I
 Mrs. H e t t y  Begock

El im , A l a s k a  9 ? 7 3 d

A u g u s t  18, 1830

Mp. Earl J. B a r l o w  

(Director, O.I.E.P.

Bureau o f  Indian Affairs 

i 18th K C  S t r eets N.Y!.
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C. 2 0 2 4 0

D ea r  Hr. Barlow:

We have heard that Mt. Edgecumbe High School will be c l o s e d  in 1031. This i 3 
where m o s t  of our students attend high school and they w a n t  to graduate fro m  

I there. Mos t  o f  our Eskimo students do not, I reoeat, do not have a chance to

to to a very good school like that. Quite a few of us N a t i v e s  did not get 

any mo n e y  from the Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement A ct so our best c h a n c e s  

are to let them attend high school at Mt. Edgecumbe t h r o u g h  the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs.

I know t h a t  mo s t  parents from my District would like for their sons and 

| d a u g h t e r s  to attend Mt. Edgecumbe High School. All the stud e n t s  fr o m  my

District (IV), said they want to graduate from there because they have a w i d e r

range o f  classes to choose from if they need to qet a higher e d u c a t i o n  like .

colleqe, law school, skill centers, etc.

| All the old students that went to Mt. Edgecumbe before say that that i3 where
| they want their sons and daughters to go.

When our sons a nd daughters go to Mt. Ednecumb High S c h o o l  it is like s e n d i n g  t h e m  

, to a C a d e t  School. There they learn to be away from th e i r  parents, learn

discipline, learn to mix with other students from other districts, learn how 

it is to live in larger cities and.to associate with people o u t side their own 

environment, and learn how to supoort themselves. Thi s  is just a .few of m a n y  
things t h e y  learn at Mt. Edgecumbe.

j Before y o u  olan to close tho school, please give the o t h e r  students a chance to

learn awa y  from home. Some day they will be your Armed Forces, etc. As a

Board M e m b e r  I suooort keening the high school open. Listen to us first b e f o r e

you act.

We need to work together for the best of our younq people. They are the o n e s  who n ee 

it mo s t  right now. Thoy are the future.



Mr. Earl J. Barlow 

A u g u s t  18, 1 8 8 0  

Paqe 2

La s t  o f  all I cjive my suoport to k e e D  the school onen {as a p a r e n t ). I ' l l  be 

h a p D y  t o  hear fr o m  you or a nyone concerning this natter.

T h a n k  y o u .

S i n c e r e l y ,

Betty Seoock

School Board M e m b e r
Mt. E d gecumbe High School

c c :

LeRoy D e m m e r t  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

Bureau o f  I n dian A f f ai-s 

Mt. Edgecumbe Hiqh School 

Mt. Edgecumbe, A laska 98335

Ray Paddock, C h a i r m a n  

Human Resources C o m m i t t e e  

One Sealaska Plaza 

Juneau, A laska 99802

Sidney "ills, A s s / t  Secty Frank Fer uson, P r esident

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the Interior Alaska Federation of N a t i v e s

13th £  C  Streets, N.V.'. OOCE I A - 0 0  1577 C Street, Suite 304

W ashington, D. C. 2 C 2 A 0  . Anchorage, A l a s k a  99 5 0 1



E L I M  NATIVE C O R P O R A T I O N  

ELIM, A L A S K A  9 9 7 3 9  

(Phone No. 835-8001)

A ugust 18, 198 0

Mr. Earl J. Barlow 

Director, O.I.E.P.

Bu r e a u  o f  Indian Affairs 

18t h  K 0  Streets N.W.

W a s h i n g t o n , 0. C. 20 2 4 0

D e a r  M r. Barlow:

T h e  Board M e m b e r s  o f  the Elin Native Corporation are: A n d r e w  Daniels, President,

N a t h a n  Murray, Vice-President, Helen Davison, S e c / T reas., C h a r l e s  S a ccheus,
Board M e m b e r  and Hans Jemewouk, Roard Member.

We wish tonive our support to keeo Mt. Edgecumbe High S c h o o l  o p e n  i n d e f i n e t l y .

We do have a high school here in E l i m  but we want our c h i l d r e n  and p a r e n t s  to 

have a choice in wh i c h  school they want to attend, »*t. E d g e c u m b e  is the best 

c h o i c e  sin< e they have a wider range of a c t i vities a n d  c l a s s e s  to prepare t h e m  
for the future.

T h a n k  you for wour a t tention to this matter.

Sincerely

'Andrew N. D a n i e l s  

President

AN D /hJd

cc: Leroy Demmert

S uDerintendent 

Mt. Edgecumbe High School 

Mt. Edgecumbe, Ak 99835

Sidney Mills, A s s / t  Sccty. 

D epartment o f  the I n t e r i r o  

18th & C S t r e e t s  N.W. CODE I A - 0 0  

Washington, D. C. 2 0 2 4 0

Ray Paddock, Chairnan 

H u m a n  R esources Committee 

O ne S e a l a a k a  Plaza 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99802

Frank -ergur.on, P r e s i d e n t  

Alaska F e d e r a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e s

1577 C Street, S u i t e  304 

Anchorage, A l a s k a  99501



ALASKA NATIVE BROTHERHOOD CAMP ii- 1 and ALASKA N A T I V E  SISTERHOOD CAMP // 4

SITKA, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 0 80-1

Title: Protesting proposal of Mt. Edgecumbe High School closure.

WHEREAS: The recent proposal recommending the closure of off reservation
Boarding schools namely the Mt. Edgecumbe High School, and

WHEREAS: Alaska Native Education has been- of the highest priority for
producing good citizenship, and self reliance, and

WHEREAS: Numerous outstanding Native leade*.s are products of Mt.
Edgecumbe High School, and including the recent commissioner of Indian 
affairs, and

WHEREAS: No other alternative exists to fill this vital need of
quality education and also serves well in conditioning students who 
wish to pursue higher education to deal with the endemic trauma of 
cultural shock, and

WHEREAS: Any closures would be a gross disregard for quality education
and severe economic effect plus the extreme hardships it will cause 
to long time loctl employment;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That Sitka Alaska Native Brotherhood and
Sisterhood at it’s regular joint meeting of April 28, 1980 voice a 
strong protest to any recommended closure;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of this resolution be made
available to our Congressman, Commissioner of Indian Education, Area 
Director, and other appropriate government agencies, Native corporations 
and organizations.

Duly Adopted this 28th day of April, 1980.



T r ib a l Council 
Henry Heiunn, I ' r t i id e n l 
Al H crlun i. V ice Hreaidmt- 

S ternary 
Nnrm tn W illiam *. T rea su re r 
V«->li» Uim inicK*
Gera ld Hope

WHEREAS: Mt. Edgecumbe High School has served the educational needs of Alaska
Native people for more than thirty years, and

WHEREAS: There is a continuing need on the part of Alaska Native people for high
quality secondary education , and,

WHEREAS: Mt. Edgecumbe High School enrollment has been increasing in recent years
despite the vast number of small high schools that have been constructed by the
state, and,

WHEREAS: The rising enrollment clearly demonstrates the committment and faith of
the Alaska Native people in the future of Mt. Edgecumbe High School, and,

WHEREAS: The new regulations that govern operation of Mt. Edgecumbe insure that
Alaska Native Tribal Governing bodies develop policy for Mt. Edgpcymhe High in 
keeping with the intent of self-determination.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Tribal Council of the Sitka Community
Association strongly supports the continued operation and existence cf Mt. 
Edgecumbe High School.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Sitka Community Association Tribal Council
urges all Alaska Native organizations to go on record in support of the continued 
operation of Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

Al Perkins, Secretary

VOTING RESULTS: TEA NAY   ABSTENTIONS______ ABSENT

V irg in ia  T h o m u  
l l i l l  llr a d y
Andrew Hope. General M a ru g tr

SITKA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Resolution of the Tribal Council 

Resolution 0 80-4



-IRISI'Wl FAY MATTIE AS'«.‘‘.lAr !'*!; 
P.n. cox 1;

D i l l  i r.«!i-»!-:, A l a s k n
Pv thy Executive ‘. a w i  tl ce

RESOLUTION .*!0. Sii-

WMEREAS, Young people ore our most important resource; and

WHEREAS, In order to realize tho full notcntial of these voting
people, the opportunity for is good education must he"1
available; and

WHEREAS, Mount Edgecumbe provides one of these opportunities 
for a good education; and

WHEREAS, There is some m u ' s U o n  as to v’nether ‘bun!; Friij'.'cumhe
will remain open;

WOW THEREFORE BE IT RF.SQ1.VH! by the E’/ecuiivo •'Iv-rruittoe of the
Bristol Hay Native Association thav i.hk organization fully 
supports keeping Mount; Frbecu'nb; oprn.

SI ONE!)

Pro's f don’t”

CERTIFICATE:'!:

I, the undersigned secretary nf said Association, do hereby certify 

that the Executive Committee is coirne .od of (10' members’, of v;hn:n
 7 were present at a i n e r t .ino tir 2 5 t h _  (-TArnl, H W ! ,  an l
that the foregoing resolution was adontoii’ Kv'"U..? alTirnntivc vote of 

7 members.

M v ,

/ Secretary"



P E T I T I O N  • . /*

By the students of 
MT. EDGECUM3E HIGH SCHOOL

WE, the students of Mt. Edgecumbe High School, would like 

to express our concerns and feelings about the possible closure 

of our high school.

AS Alaskan natives, we seriously feel that this high school

has been a major asset to the graduates, and that it will be an asset

'

to the future graduates if Mt. Edgecumbe High School remains open.

WE strongly feel that the joining of our different cultures 

is beneficial to our education, opportunities, and ways of life.

BY keeping Mt. Edgecumbe High School open, we will have an 

opportunity to receive a comprehensive education. Mt. Edgecumbe High j

School offers a broad academic curriculum and a wide range of extra­

curricular activities.

WE feel that we should have Mt. Edgecumbe High School as 

an alternative to a village high school education. We feel that a 

village high school education is inadequate for our needs and future 

goals. •

WE are enclosing our comments and personal opinions; they 

express and represent the voice of the students of Mt. Edgecumbe High 

School. We will appreciate your attention and careful consideration 

of this matter which is so important to us.

THANK YOU



A n n i e  E. P a t k o t a k  
P.O. Box 688 
B a r r o w ,  Ak 9 9 7 2 3

A u g u s t  28, 1 9 8 0

Mr. Earl B a r l o w ,  D i r e c t o r
O f f i c e  of I n d i a n  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r
B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s
1 8 t h  & C S t r e e t s  NW  C o d e  500
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C. 2 0 2 4 5  •

D e a r  Mr. Bari ow:

f a m  a c o n c e r n e d  c i t i z e n  and p a r e n t  w r i t i n g  to let y o u  
k n o w  t h a t  the c l o s u r e  o f  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  in 1 9 8 1  
wi l l  h a v e  s u c h  a h i g h  i m p a c t  on n a t i v e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  are 
n o w  a t t e n d i n g  the h i g h  sc h o o l  t h e r e  and p l a n n i n g  to g r a d u a t e  
in t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .  N o t  o n l y  the f u t u r e  g r a d u a t e s ,  but w h a t  
a b o u t  the s t u d e n t s  that a r e  now j u s t  b e g i n n i n g  to a t t e n d .  I 
f o r  o n e  h a v e  a son that c h o s e  to a t t e n d  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  in his 
s o p h o m o r e  y e a r  and is n o w  in Mt. E d g e c u m b e  a n d  p l a n s  to 
g r a d u a t e  in 1983. He has e x p r e s s e d  his o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  the 
s c h o o l  and w o u l d  li k e  to g r a d u a t e  f r o m  there. W e  l i v e  h e r e  in 
B a r r o w  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t here is a high school h e r e  t h e r e  i s n ' t

e n o u g h  e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  school a c t i v i t i e s  to m o t i v a t e  his i n­
t e r e s t s  a n d  a l s o  to m a k e  m a t t e r s  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  the h i g h  
s c h o o l  h e r e  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  any p r o g r a m s  for s p e c i a l l y  g i t t e d  
s t u d e n t s ,  w h e r e a s ,  in Mt. E d g e c u m b e  t h e r e  is a p r o g r a m  t h a t  
is b e i n g  i m p l e m e n t e d  d e a l i n g  w i t h  s p e c i a l l y  g i f t e d  c h i l d r e n .

My son is o n e  of the s t u d e n t s  t h a t  has a v e r y  h i g h  I.Q. a n d  
s o m e  of his e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  w e r e  not b e i n g  m e t  a t  the l o c a l  
h i g h  sch o o l  a n d  as a c o n c e r n e d  p a r e n t  I w o u l d  l i k e  to see the 
s c h o o l  in Mt. E d g e c u m b e  c o n t i n u e .  I w o u l d  l i k e  to s e e  m y  s o n  
g r a d u a t e  f r o m  t h e r e  as I am a g r a d u a t e  f r o m  Mt. Edgeci nbe H i g h  

S c h o o l  1963. The sch o o l  has a lot of a d v a n t a g e s  t h a t  a r e  v e r y  
h i g h  in s t a n d a r d s  su c h  as the c u r r i c u l a  a n d  t h e  e x t r a - c u r r i c u 1 a 
a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e y  h a v e  b o w l i n g ,  r o l 1 e r s k a t i n o , b a s k e t b a l l ,  a n d  
a v a r i e t y  o f  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  I c a n ' t  s e e m  to m e n t i o n  all 
as o nce. T h e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e l o r s  and s t a f f  h a v e  a v e r y  h i g h  d e g r e e  
of s e l f  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  is b e i n g  p a s s e d  on to the s t u d e n t s  
t h a t  a t t e n d  the school. I for o n e  am a p r o d u c t  o f  t h a t  s c h o o l  
aid 1 a d m i r e  the p r i n c i p l e s  set f o r t h  thru the s c h o o l  in j u s t  
a c c e p t i n g  e a c h  s t u d e n t  as ar i n d i v i d u a l  and to be s u r e  t h a t  t h e y  
l e a r n  and not j u s t  take up s p a c e  in a c l a s s r o o m .  I w o u l d  p u t  
the s c h o o l  on a h i g h  c l a s s  r a t i n g  if I w e r e  a s k e d  a b o u t  it.

All of the s t u d e n t s  that I a t t e n d e d  school w i t h  in 1 9 5 9  t h r i ^ 9 6 3  
ar e  all e m p l o y e d  in the R e g i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n s ,  in P H S  H o s p i t a l s ,  
i,i local g o v e r n m e n t s ,  at the a i r p o r t s ,  at the schools., in the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b u s i n e s s .  T h e y  are t o d a y s  l e a d e r s  in o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s .



E. B a r l o w / A .  P a t k o t a k  ‘
A u g u s t  23, 1 9 8 0
P a g e  two •

y  T h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  I was in c o n t a c t  w i t h  d u r i n g  m y  h i g h  s c h o o l  
y e a r s  a r e ' n o w  m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s  in h i g h  c a p a c i t y ' s  t h a t  w o u l d  
b e n d  y o u r  ear. T h e y  a r e  n o w  all i n v o l v e d  o n e  w a y  o r  a n o t h e r  
in the m a k i n g  of the S t a t e  of A l a s k a .  I k n o w  a p e r s o n  w h o  
a t t e n d e d  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  t h a t  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  t h e r e  
a n d  is n o w  the B o r o u g h  M a y o r  f o r  the N o r t h  S l o p e ,  I k n o w  a n o t h e r  
p e r s o n  w h o  is a l s o  a g r a d u a t e  that is a p r e s i d e n t  of  a l a r r e  
n a t i v e  c o r p o r a t i o n  and is w o r k i n g  o u t  of the N o r t h w e s t e r n  s t a t e  
of A l a s k a .  I k n o w  m a n y  g r a d u a t e s  of Mt. E d g e c u m b e  t h a t  h a v e  
m a d e  s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s m e n  a n d  a r e  now d e a l i n g  in t h e  m i l l i o n s  
o f  d o l l a r s  in f i s h e r i e s ,  lumber, c oal, Oil $ G a s  i n d u s t r i e s .
I w o u l d  l i k e  to p o i n t  out the f a c t  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  
t h a t  h a v e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  we  w o u l d  be l i v i n g  in t h e  
s t o n e  a g e  as far as b e i n g  n a t i v e  l e a d e r s .  T o d a y  the n a t i v e  
l e a d e r s  in o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  in A l a s k a  are m o s t l y  g r a d u a t e s ' - o f  
Mt. E d g e c u m b e .  W h y  not g i v e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a c h a n c e  to p r o v e -  
t h e m s e l v e s  by f i n i s h i n g  sc h o o l  there. 1 h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w e r e  a g r e a t  deal of hi g h  s c h o o l  d r o p o u t s  f r o m  the l ocal hi g h  
s c h o o l s  not o n l y  h e r e  in B a r r o w  out in o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  A l a s k a ,  
b e c a u s e  the t e a c h e r s  are t h e r e  for the big b u c k s ,  n o t  f o r  the 
s a k e  of t e a c h i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  but f o r  t h e i r  o w n  w o r t h .  I had a 
c h a n c e  to see this f i r s t h a n d  in a rural bu s h  s c h o o l .  I k n o w  
t h a t  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  s p e n d  m i l l i o n s  of o u r  tax d o l l a r s  
in p a y i n g  the f a r m e r  p r e s i d e n t s  t h e i r  m o n t h l y  a l l o w a n c e  so to 
s p e a k ,  L o o k  at N i x o n ' s  home, w h a t  a b o u t  the j u d g e s ,  the l a w y e r s  
t h a t  h a v e  per d i em, and travel at g o v e r n m e n t s  e x p e n s e .  W h a t  
a b o u t  w e l f a r e ?  I k n o w  that six m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  is n o t h i n g  
c o m p a r e d  to the o v e r s e a s  m o n i e s  a l l o t e d  d i f f e r e n t  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n -  
e n t  a g e n c i e s  t o r  o p e r a t i o n s  f o r  the sa k e  of h a v i n g  an  e m b a s s y  

t h a t  d o ?  ̂ not s e r v e  its p u r p o s e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  to v a c a t e  t h e s e  
p r e m i s e s  due to w a r s ,  f a m i n e s ,  and m a n y  o t h e r  a i l m e n t s  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  
to m e n t i o n .

1 know t h a t  the c o n g r e s s m e n  and p o l i t i c i a n s  are. a w a r e  of the 
p r o b l e m s  that we  m a y  be h a v i n g  here in the S t a t e  of A l a s k a  as 
f a r  as o p e r a t i n g  local s c h o o l s ,  s u c h  as in B e a v e r ,  A k  t h e r e  
is a b o u t  five s t u d e n t s  that s h o u l d b e  in h i g h  s c h o o l ,  but t h e y  
a r e n ' t  b e c a u s e  of no school due- to lack of f u n d s .  W h a t  a b o u t  
t h e  Y u p i k  a r e a ?  W h a t  of B e r i n g  S t r a i t s ,  do t h e y  h a v e  a s c h o o l ?
T h e  o n l y  s u c c e s s f u l  hi g h  school t h e r e  is C o v e n a  it H i g h  in 
U n a l a k l e e t ,  but th a t  takes o n l y  a h a n d f u l  c o m p e r e d  to the 4 0 0 -  
6 0 0  s t u d e n t s  th a t  a t t e n d  M t . ■E d g e c u m b e , but h o w  m a n y  of t h e s e  
a c t u a l l y  g r a d u a t e  f r o m  high school. I w o r k e d  f o r  N o r t h w e s t  
A r c t i c  Sch o o l  D i s t r i c t  out of the v i l l a g e  of N o a t a k  in 1 9 7 3  
as' s e c r e t a r y  to the P r i n c i p a l  and t h e r e  w e r e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  did 

A/ot g r a d u a t e  f r o m  h i g h  school b e c a u s e  the local h i g h  s c h o o l  o n l y  
w e n t  as far as. the t e n t h  g r a d e .  I am a w a r e  of the p r o b l e m s  of 
t h i s  a r e a  also b e c a u s e  I h a v e  to deal w i t h  t h e m  a l m o s t  e v e r y d a y  
b e c a u s e  I have t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  that a r e  now in g r a d e  s c h o o l .  W h a t  
a b o u t  h i g h  s c h o o l ?  T h a t  l e a v e s  me in the c o l d  to t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  
w i l l  be se n t  to A n c h o r a g e ?  F a i r b a n k s ?  W h a t  a b o u t  the d i s c r i m i n ­

a t i o n  t h a t  they h a v e  to f a c e  in t h e s e  b i g - c i t y  s c h o o i s  t h a t  do 
n o t  o f f e r  any c u l t u r a l  or e t h n i c  h e r i t a g e  c l a s s e s .  Do the no n -  
n a t i v e s  ha v e  a c u l t u r e  left? W H a t  will they t e a c h  m y  c h i l d r e n



. 7  .• • zu’;:ZK-E.  B a r l o w / A .  P a t k o t a k  
A u g u s t  20, 1930
P a g e  t h r e e  ‘

a b o u t  s e l f  w o r t h ?  S e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n ?  w i l l  t h e  c h i l d r p n  
s u r v i v e  c u l t u r e  s h o c k  in t h e s e  s c h o o l s ?  I t h i n k  t h e  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s s e t  t h a t  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  has is 
its i n t e r e s t  in t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t  in p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
e n t e r i n g  a c u l t u r e  a l i e n  to n a t i v e  c u l t u r e .  T h a t  is the 

b i g g e s t  h u r d l e  I had to f a c e  w h e n  I f i r s t  l e f t  h o m e .  I n o w  
l o o k  b a c k  a n d  it w a s  m a d e  a lot e a s i e r  f o r  m e  b e c a u s e  I w a s  
p r e p a r e d  to e n t e r  in t o  a n o n - n a t i v e  w a y  of l i f e  t h a t  I k n e w  
e x i s t e d  but I a m  n o w  a b l e  to c a k e  the b e s t  o f  b o t h  w o r l d s  
a n d  I fe e l  I am c o m p e t e n t  e n o u g h  to be a b l e  to m a k e  it in . 
t h i s  w o r l d  today. My b i g g e s t  and b e s t  p r e p a r a t i o n  c a m e  f r o m  
a t t e n d i n g  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  I do h o p e  t h a t  this 
l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  the s c h o o l  w‘i 11 n o t  be o v e r l o o k e d  as 
I k n o w  t h a t  it is e s s e n t i a l  f o r  the f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  to 
come.

I am n o w  e m p l o y e d  in t h e  N o r t h  S l o p e  B o r o u g h  as E x e c u t i v e  
S e c r e t a r y  to the B o r o u g h  M a y o r .

T h a n k  y o u  and I a n t i c i p a t e  the o u t c o m e  of t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

A n n i e  E. P a t k o t a k

cc: S e n a t o r  Ted S t e v e n s
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D.C.

S e n a t o r  M i k e  G r a v e l  
W a s h i n g t o n .  n.C.

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l ^  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  

C l a r e n c e  A n t i o q u i a ,  A r e a  D i r e c t o r  
B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
T O  . : A s  l i s t e d  D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  15,

F R O M  : A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  A r e a  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  

J u n e a u  A r e a  O f f i c e

SUBJECT: M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  A p p l i c a t i o n  P a c k a g e

T h e  R E A A  h a s  a s s u m e d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  fo r s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  in t h e  

u n o r g a n i z e d  b o r o u g h s  in A l a s k a .  It is a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  

b e  a t t e n d i n g  t h e s e  l o c a l  a n d  d i s t r i c t  R E A A  h i g h  s c h o o l s .

M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  w i l l  be s e r v i n g  s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  s p e c i a l  

n e e d s  a n d  m e e t  a n y  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t er ia * '

1. O n e - f o u r t h  (h ) I n d i a n  b l o o d  f o r  e l i g i b i l i t y .

2. S t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  1 4 - 1 8  y e a r s  o f  age, t h r e e  t o  f o u r  y e a r s  b e h i n d  

g r a d e  l e v e l  a n d  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  e i g h t h  grade.

; ' 3. S t u d e n t s  f r o m  o v e r c r o w d e d  schools.

! 4 .  S c h o o l s  w h e r e  t h e r e  is n o  l o c a l  s e c o n d a r y  p r o g r a m  a v a i l a b l e  and

i w a l k i n g  d i s t a n c e  to s c h o o l  is m o r e  t h a n  l̂ j m i l e s  a n d  n o  b u s

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is p r o v i d e d .

S c h o o l s  w h e r e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  d o  not  a d e q u a t e l y  m e e t  the

£ * * *  n e e d s  of the s t u d e n t  as d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  p a r e n t s .

6 . S t u d e n t s  p r e s e n t l y  e n r o l l e d  at Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  w h o  w i s h

t o  r e t u r n .

7. .’S o c i a l  r e f e r r a l s  w i l l  be a c c e pt ed .

S t u d e n t s  w h o s e  p a r e n t s  w i s h  t o  h a v e  t he m  e n r o l l  a t  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  

S c h o o l  a n d  m e e t  a n y  o f  the a b o v e  c r i t er ia,  can a p p l y  f o r  a d m i s s i o n  t o  

Mt.  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  School . A p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k e t s  are  a t t a c h e d  a n d  

s t u d e n t  w i l l  b e  a d m i t t e d  p e n d i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  f u n d s  a n d  sp a c e .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d  in d u p l i c a t e  and  r o u t e d  in t h e  f o l l o w­

ing m a n n e r :  O n e  c o p y  of the c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  s e n t

d i r e c t l y  to th e B u r e a u  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  

E d u c a t i o n  in y o u r  a rea. T h e  a g e n c i e s  a re  Bethel, N ome, a n d  F a i r b a n k s .  

In  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a ,  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  sent t h r o u g h  t h e  A d m i n i s­

trator, A r e a  E d u c a t i o n  Pro gra ms , J u n e a u  A r e a  Office. T h o s e  in 

A n c h o r a g e  s h o u l d  s e n d  th ei r a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  R o b e r t  E. P o r t l o c k ,  

E d u c a t i o n  S p e c i al is t. The  s e c o n d  c o p y  s h o u l d  be  r o u t e d  t o  t h e  R E A A  

Su perint indent in y o u r  d i s t ri ct.

T h e  a d d r e s s e s  for t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  A r e a  

E d u c a t i o n  Pro gr am s, e n d  A r e a  F i e l d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  as  f o l l o w s :

Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

1980



Mt. Edgecumbe H i g h  School Ap p l i c a t i o n  Package 2

E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

A t t n :  R o b e r t  E. P o r t l o c k

P. 0. B o x  2935 

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 0

A g e n c y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  

F a i r b a n k s  A g e n c y  

B o x  16

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1

A d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  A r e a  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s  

J u n e a u  A r e a  O f f i c e  

P. O. B o x  3 - 8 0 0 0  

Ju n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 2

A g e n c y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  

B e t h e l  A g e n c y  

P. O. B o x

B e t h e l ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 5 9

A g e n c y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  

N o m e  A g e n c y  

B o x  1 5 3 0

N o m e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 6 2

C o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  be  m a i l e d  to  the B u r e a u  of  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  in y o u r  a r e a  no l a t e r  t h a n  A p r i l  22 for p r o p e r  r o u t i n g  

t o  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  and  p r o c e s s i n g  b y  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  c o m m i t t e e  

b y  M a y  16.

il K o w a l c z y k ,  A  d m  in 

A r e a  E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m s

I m i ni^trator

cc: C h a i r m a n ,  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  S c h o o l  B o a r d

Ch a i r m e n ,  R E A A  S c h o o l  B o a r d s  

R E A A  Scho o l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  for E d u c a t i o n ,  BIA 

A g e n c y  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  B I A



T h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  h a v e  s e e n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  n e w  a n d  e x c i t i n g  h a p p e n i n g s  

i n  r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  R u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  A t t e n d a n c e  

A r e a s  (REAA's) i n  A l a s k a .

T h e s e  e v e n t s  a r e  c o u p l e d  w i t h  the  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  l o c a l  s e c o n d a r y  p r o g r a m s '  

f o r  v i l l a g e  s t u d e n t s ,  a l o n g  s o u g h t  g o a l  o f  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  w h i c h  t h e  

J u n e a u  A r e a  O f f i c e  h a s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t .

I t  is  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d ,  m a n y  o f  t h e s e  n e w  a n d  p r o p o s e d  s e c o n d a r y  p r o g r a m s  

w i l l  n e e d  t i m e  t o  s t a b i l i z e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  the  v a r i o u s  o b j e c t i v e s  d e l i v e r y  

a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  s y s t e m  t h a t  w i l l  m e e t  a l l  m a j o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  o f  i n d i­

v i d u a l  r u r a l  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  a n d  g o a l s  o f  t h e  d u l y  e l e c t e d  

s c h o o l  b o a r d s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s .

W e  h a v e  e v e r y  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  a c c o m p l i s h e d  a n d  w i l l  a s s i s t  in 

t h i s  t a s k  in w h a t e v e r  w a y  p o s s i b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  it s e e m s  e v i d e n t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  

d u r i n g  t h i s  i n t e r i m  a n e e d  t o  p r o v i d e  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h o o s e  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  t h a t  w i l l  b e s t  m e e t  m a j o r  

s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  o f  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  n o t  s e r v e d  b y  a n  e x i s t i n g  l o c a l  s e c o n d a r y  

p r o g r a m  o r  b y  a p r o g r a m  w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  a l l  m a j o r  

n e e d s  o f  all i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  w i t h i n  its s e r v i c e  a r e a .

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  B u r e a u  of  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  t h r o u g h  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  

is p r o v i d i n g  o n e  'such a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t he  N a t i v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  o f 

r u r a l  A l a s k a , ' b y  rnaki- 7 a v a i l a b l e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a k e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c n o o l  if t h e y  fe e l  the p r o g r a m s  o f f e r e d  b e s t  s u i t  t h e i r  

n e e d s  a n d  fee l t h e y  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  t h e  a d m i s s i o n  c r i t e r i a .  I t  s h o u l d  b e 

not ed , b e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  c r i t e r i a  a n d  the l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  s p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

a t  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h oo l,  t h e s e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  m u ^ L  b e  r e v i e w e d ,  e v a l u a­

ted  a n d  p r i o r i t i z e d  for  a c c e p t a n c e .

T o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  task, t h e  l o c a l  p r i n c i p a l ,  as t h e  e d u c a t o r  w h o  b e s t  k n o w s  

b o t h  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a n d  l o ca l s e c o n d a r y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  w i l l  b e  a s k e d  

t o  a c c e p t  and  r e v i e w  t h e  c o m p l e t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  a n d  a d d  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

e v a l u a t i o n  a s  t o  i t s  m e r it s.

A n  a p p l i c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  the R E A A  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  w h o  is b e i n g  

c h a r g e d  b y  l a w  w i t h  t h e  d u t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  p u b l i c  s e c o n d a r y  p r o g r a m s  fo r 

all  s t u d e n t s  in h i s  a t t e n d a n c e  a r e a  an d m u s t  b e  m a d e  a w a r e  o f  s u c h  a p p l i­

c a t i o n s  for h i s  p r o g r a m  p l a n n i n g  p u r p o s e s .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  as t h e  c h i e f  e d u c a t i o n  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  a re a, 

liis r e v i e w ,  e v a l u a t i o n  and  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

w i l l  p r o v e  i n v a l u a b l e  in the  s e l e c t i o n  an d p l a c e m e n t  p r o c e s s .

A p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  t h e n  b e  f o r w a r d e d ,  w i t h  the e v a l u a t i o n s  a t t a c h e d ,  t o  M t .  

E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o c l  A d m i s s i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  w i l l  r e c o m m e n d  s e l e c t i o n  

o r  r e j e c t i o n .  T h i s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w i l l  be b a s e d  s o l e y  u p o n  e l i g i b i l i t y  

a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  u r g e n c y  of  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  n e e d  f o r  t h e  M t .  E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  

S c h o o l  a l t e r n a t i v e .

Mt. Edgecumbe High School Application and Admission

Policy Statement



H o w e v e r ,  d u e  t o  t h e  l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  s p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  l a t e  a p p l i c a n t s  m a y  

r u n  t h e  r i s k  o f  n o n - a c c e p t a n c e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y .

P a r e n t s ,  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  a n d  R E A A  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  

w i l l  t h e n  b e  a d v i s e d  as t o  th e s e l e c t i o n / n o n - s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a n t s .  [

W e  r e a l i z e  t h a t  r u r a l  s e c o n d a r y  e d u c a t i o n  is i n  a s t a g e  o f  d y n a m i c  g r o w t h ,  

a n d  n e w  p r o g r a m s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  d e v e l o p e d  to  m e e t  the. 

t o t a l  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  stu de nts .

T h r o u g h  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  it is o u r  i n t e n t  to  a s s i s t  t h e  p a r e n t s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  

R E A A  in  m e e t i n g  t h e s e  t o t a l  n e e d s  d u r i n g  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p e r i o d ,  b y  • 

p r o v i d i n g  a v i a b l e ,  p r o v e n  a l t e r n a t i v e  to t h o s e  p a r e n t s  w h o  f e e l  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  o f f e r s  a t  

t h i s  t i m e  to  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  s p m n r l a r v

Application and Admission Policy Statement



Mt. Edgecumbe High School 

. Mt. Edgecumbe, Alaska 99835

Mt. Edgecumbe High School is federally supported and operated by the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs for young Native Americans from ail parts of Alaska. Assisting 

with the administration of the program is the Mt. Edgecumbe School Board.made 
up of parents of students who are elected to represent their o w n  districts.

The school year consists of two semesters. A two to three w e e k  Christmas vaca­

tion may be scheduled each year depending on the availability of funds and travel 
ceiling to accomplish the necessary travel. Such plans wc <ld be announced as 

early as possible in the school year.

A comprehensive field of classes designed to prepare students for further study 

in college, vocational or technical training, and a comprehensive basic educa­

tion resulting in the Mt. Edgecumbe diploma is offered. A  minimum of twenty- 

one credits are required for graduation, sixteen spe'ific requirements in English, 

math, science, social studies, home economics, shop, ''ysical education, personal 

finance, and career education. The remaining five required credits are elective 

courses chosen by the student.

Yupik language classes are offered to all students providing instruction in *. 

speaking, reading, and writing the language. Other Alaska Native cultural 

activities are organized, such as the Native dance club and Alaska Native Arts 
and crafts. Students may take band, piano, or choir. Training in Native and 
modern arts and crafts are also available. Beginning and advanced physical 

education courses.are offered. Interscholastic sports includes .basketbal 1 , 

cross-country running, swimming, and track and field for boys and girls as well 

as wrestling for boys and volleyball for girls. Athletic trips provide an 
opportunity for students to compete in organized competition in many areas of 

Alaska.

The career education program provides students with background and practical 

experience relative to getting and holding a job. Students a g e  16 or over may 
work for pay under this program.

The pre-vocational curriculum is designed mainly to teach basic skills and 

understanding and to explore their own interests in shop, home economics, and 

business education courses. Shop courses include carpentry, gas and diesel 
mechanics, plant maintenance, welding, machine shop, basic electricity, metal 
arts, upholstery, and driver education. Home economics courses offered are 
foods and nutrition, clothing and textiles, child care, family relations, and 

food service. In business education typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping are 

taught.

Dormitory and home living programs stress those things necessary for tod a y ’s 

young people to get along in the world of work and recreation. Students have 

their own enterprises such as a school store, bank, snack bar, student union, 
and concession at community events.

Such programs as hunter safety, swimming and intramural sports along with league 

competition in all sports are offered to give the student a wi d e  choice in leisure 

time activities. Arts and crafts and Native Olympics are also offered to inter­

ested students through the recreation department.



Counseling services are provided by the guidance department. Students are 

seen by their counselors as needed. All students meet with their counselors 
at least twice each quarter. Counselors work with students to assist them 

with their personal, social or academic life throughout the school year.

They also assist students with future plans after graduation.

To be eligible for admission to Ht. Edgecumbe High School, one or more of 
the following criteria must be met:

1. Students who are 1^-18 years of age and are three to four years 
behind grade level who have completed the eighth grade,

2 . Students from overcrowded schools-.

3. No local secondary program available and walking distance to 

school is more than lr miles and no bus transportation is provided.

Schools where program and facilities do not adequately meet 
the needs of the student as determined by the parents.

5. Students enrolled at Ht. Edgecumbe High School who wish to return

6 . Social referrals will be accepted.



  —

A p r i l  7, 1982

REPORT OF THE SENATE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  
A N D  SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE ON 

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL, SITKA, A L A S K A

Introduction; The federal government has notified the state 
that Mt. Edgecumbe High School will be closed after the 
1982-1983 school year. As a preparatory step, the school 
has been told not to enroll any first-year students in that 
year. A n u m b e r  of persons have suggested that the state 
take over the school.

To inform its members and the Senate at large, the Senate 
Health, Education and Social Services Committee, (as well as 
S e n ator E l i ason and Representative Grussendorf) visited the 
school on M a r c h  18, 1982. All buildings associated with the 
educational program, including dormitories, were toured.
The Committee met w i t h  administrators, staff m e m bers and 
counselors and later with student representatives. Mr.
Leroy Demmert, the superintendent, was very cooperative. In 
response to a previous letter he had much writ t e n  
information ready and together with his staff supplied 
additional information on the spot.

The Senate HESS Committee received a petition signed by 183 
students, and 51 letters in support of the continuation of 
Mt. Edgecumbe. Discussion with student leaders revealed 
many reasons, similar to those noted by all students, for 
attending the school, as well as a desire to complete their 
education in the place of their choice with the option open 
fc their younger siblings in the future.

Fac H i t y ; The school, a World War II naval station, is a 
large complex of buildings which include several classroom 
structures, two dormitories and two hangars converted into a 
double gymnasium and a vocational training area (including 
wood shop, sheet metal, welding and auto m e c h a n i c s ) .

Because the complex is so large and requires operation of 
utilities for the whole island (provided on a contractual 
basis with the PHS h o s p i t a l ) , there are significant demands 
on human and financial resources. The high cost of 
operation and maintenance spawned the Comprehensive
Consolidation Plan drafted by the B.I.A. in 1980. The plan
reduced the size of the installation and the operational 
cost through elimination of staff housing and road 
maintenance. Part of this area has been conveyed to the 
Shee Aitka and plans are underway for the development of a
new boat harbor near the school.



As noted b y  Judith K l e i n f i e l d r Institute of S o c i a l  &
Economic Research, UAF, the success rate of M E H S  graduates 
in higher education is 50%, compared to 31% for local 
schools. This may, however, indicate that s t u d e n t s  with 
academic aspirations are more likely to apply t o  MEHS.

Budget: T h e  Mt. Edgecumbe budget for 1982 is $6,315,751
($2,795,451 for education and $3,520,300 for f a c i l i t y  
management) for a cost of $19,503 for each of t h e  323 
students. Included in this budget is cost of t r a v e l  from 
home to school and back, and for emergency trips.
The requested budget for 82/83 is $3,565,400, r e f l e c t i n g  
close-out year operational costs and reduced e n r o l l m e n t  
through the elimination of the freshman class.

Considerations: According to federal policy, t h e  Depa r t m e n t
of the Interior must insure that Alaska Native e n t i t i e s  
exercise self-control in all aspects of the e d u c a t i o n  
process. Alaska natives have the right to elect to close 
Mt. Edgecumbe or contract for B.I.A. services.

25 CFR Part 31a.4, "the Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs through the Director s h a l l . . . (3) e n s u r e  that 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise 
self determination and control in planning, p r i o r i t y  
setting, development, management, operation, s t a rfing and 
ev a luation in all aspects of the education process".

However, the decision to Close ,Mt. Edgecumbe w a s  made in the 
absence of Native participation and has been inter p r e t e d  by 
some as indicating a termination of the federal-Native 
relationship. Some entities have already agreed to this 
termination through notification of the turnover of local 
schools to the state.

Senator Stevens had scheduled a hearing before t h e  Senate 
Appropriations Committee on March 19 "...to d e t e r m i n e  w h a t
the plans are for an orderly transition and for u p g r a d i n g  
and repair of the facilities." Due to the Sen a t o r ' s  
illness, this meeting was cancelled. It has b e e n  
rescheduled for April 29, 1982.

Naturally, more attention is centered on the future of the 
day schools since the two options offered the state will 
close most, if not all of the schools, following the 1981/82 
school year. (Note: 10 of the day schools have already
notified the Department of Education of their in t e n t i o n  to 
transfer to the state school s y s tem).

A March 25th letter from Governor Hammond to the Dept, of 
the Interior rejected both options offered the state 
concerning the 37 day schools because they do n o t  address 
the policy issue of Native involvement in the transfer, and 
because the proposals do not allow sufficient t r a n s i t i o n  
time or provide reasonable resources.
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suggests that the school could be limited to r u r a l  students 
although non-native exclusion wo u l d  clearly v i o l a t e  the 
state constitution.

O p t i o n s :

• 1. Closure.

2. State operation as

a. boarding high school for students from rural 
areas (e.g., places with less t h a n  500/1,000 
p e c p l e ) , or

b. boarding high school for students from areas 
where there is no school t h r ough 12th grade, 
or when the Department of E d u c a t i o n  has 
certified that the local high school is 
inadequate, or

c. boarding prep school for i n a d e q u a t e l y  prepared 
college-bound high school graduates, or

d. leadership academy for outstanding high school 
seniors.

e. boarding home, with students a t t e n d i n g  Sitka 
schools.

3. State contract with one or more Alaska Nat i v e  
organizations to operate the school t? in 2 a-d.

4. Convert to vocational education facility, along 
lines of Seward Skill Center.

5. Convert to minimum security prison.

6. Transfer ownership to Sitka C i t y - B o r o u g h .

The Committee recommends that these, and other options, be 
considered by the Legislature giving special at t e n t i o n  to 
the impact of each on the community of Sitka. It is further 
recommended that the Legislative Council prepare legislation 
for the pre-filing in the 1983 session in order that 
expeditious action can be taken well in advance o f  Federal 
termination of the facility.

- 5 -



Official Business

Charlie Parr, Chairman 
Terry Stircson, Vice-Chairman 
Vic Fischer 
Tim Kelly 
Kike Colletta

S e ? i j i 2  .

C o m m i t t e e  on 

Healtd , Gducaiion & Social Services
March 9, 1982

Pouch V 
State Cap iic l 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

465-4907
465-4908

L e R o y  C. Demmert
Educational Program Administrator
P.O. Box 4458
Mt. Edgecumbe, A K  99835

D e a r  Mr. Demmert:

T h a n k  you for setting up the meeting with the Senate HESS 
Committee for the 18th of March. At this writing, it seems 
that all committee members will be in attendance along with 
two sta.'f members. Mayor Dapcevich has kindly offered 
transportation from the airport for all of us, and I 
anticipate that if the weather is cooperative, we should be 
there around 1:00 p.m.

As m y  aide informed you in the telephone conversation, our 
main concern in visiting Mt. Edgecumbe is to v i e w  all of the 
facilities associated with the boarding school. Any 
evaluations of the physical structures, particularly in 
reference to fire/life safety code compliance, would be of 
interest. If estimates have been done for any necessary 
remodeling for bringing the structures up to code, 
avail*.bility of those documents would also assist us.

Because y o u r  school is a federal facility, our knowledge is 
quite limited in regards to the curriculum and students, 
however, m y  information is that Mt. Edgecumbe provides an 
excellent transition for rural students and that the most 
highly m o t ivated young people are the most likely to attend. 
A shorn discussion with the appropriate people on 
educational programming, curriculum development and tne 
student population would seem appropriate.



A p r i l  7, 1982

REPORT OF THE SENATE HEALTH, E D U C A T I O N  
AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE ON 

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL, SITKA, A L A S K A

Introduction: The federal government has n o t i f i e d  the state
that Mt. Edgecumbe High School will be closed after the 
1982-1983 school year. As a preparatory step, the school 
has been t o l d  not to enroll any first-year students in that 
year. A number of persons have suggested that the state 
take over t h e  school.

To inform its members and the Senate at large, the Senate 
Health, Education and Social Services Committee, (as well as 
Senator Eliason and Representative Grussendorf) visited the 
school on M a r c h  18, 1982. All buildings a s s ociated with the 
educational program, including dormitories, were toured.
The Committee met w i t h  administrators, staff members and 
counselors and later with student representatives. Mr.
Leroy Demmert, the superintendent, was very cooperative. In 
response to a previous letter he had much w r i t t e n  
information ready and together with his staff supplied 
additional information on the spot.

The Senate HESS Committee received a petition signed by 183 
students, and 51 letters in support of the continuation of 
Mt. Edgecumbe. Discussion with student leaders revealed 
many reasons, similar to those noted by all students, for 
attending the school, as well as a desire to complete their 
education in the place of their choice w i t h  the option open 
for their younger siblings in the future.

Facility: T h e  school, a World War II naval station, is a
large complex of buildings which include several c^'assroom 
structures, two dormitories and two hangars converged into a 
double gymnasium and a vocational training area (including 
wood shop, sheet metal, welding and auto m e c h a n i c s ) .

Because the complex is so large and requires operation of 
utilities for the whole island (provided on a contractual 
basis with the PHS h o s p i t a l ) , there are significant demands 
on human and financial resources. The high cost of 
operation and maintenance spawned the C o mprehensive
Consolidation Plan drafted by the B.I.A. in 1980. The p l a n
reduced the size of the installation and the operational 
cost through elimination of staff housing and road 
maintenance. Part of this area has been conveyed to the 
Shee Aitka and plans are underway for the development of a
new boat harbor near the school.



Although the structures are dated, they app e a r  to be w e l l  
maintained. Mt. Edgecumbe has been eli m i n a t e d  f o r  several 
years from federal funding for structural upgrading. A n  
evaluation of the facility, completed in 1979 by the B . I . A . , 
recommends over $23 million {in 1982 dollars) to b r i n g  the 
buildings included in the consolidation plan up t o  f i r e  and 
life/safety codes.

Personnel and Curriculum: Staff has been d e c r e a s e d  in
recent years. There are now 135 total employees i n .........
education and facility management, most of them lo c a l  hire.:- 
The B.I.A. predicts no federal opportunities for r e h i r e  for 
these employees due to massive personnel cu t - b a c k s  
nationwide. E d ucational staff, if hired by the state, bring 
5 years B.I.A. service under the state r e t i r e m e n t  plan. .

The staff members w h o  met w i t h  the Committee gave an 
impressive overview of the school. In addition t o  r e q u i r e d  
educational programs, the school offers art, music, A l a s k a . -  
and native studies, business education, p s y c h o l o g y / '  
nutrition and socialization, audio-visual t r a i n i n g  and 
aviation education. .

A significant factor at the hoarding school is an a t m o s p h e r e  
demanding responsibility and self control. A d u l t  staff are 
available on a 24 hour basis and counselors w o r k  w i t h  the 
students in an ongoing basis to de-emphasize c u l tural 
differences, improve socialization skills and e n c o u r a g e  
healthy living habits. AlcohoL.and drug problems do occur, . 
but the resources are available to deal with these areas, 
and the v a r i e t y  of recreational opportunities supply 
alternatives for the student's energy.

S t u d e n t s : The student population of Mt. Ed g e c u m b e
represents a v a r iety of urban and rural settings, w i t h  
heaviest e n rollments from the northern and s o u t h c e n t r a l  
parts of the state. Nearly half of the school's students' 
come from the Bethel area. Enrollment n o w  is 323 students.

A 1980 survey indicated that half of the MEHS students come 
from villages where there is no high school, or o n l y  a 
partial school that does not include their grade level.'.

Parents and students have indicated their reasons for ••
attending Mt. Edgecumbe as: ' isolation at home,.-' •
socialization, more curriculum opportunities coup l e d  w i t h  a 
competitive atmosphere and academic achievements. A l s o  ■ ..
noted was a perception of easier access to alcohol and drugs 
at home, as well as discrimination in local pub l i c  schools. 
Many students also come from families wh o s e  past g e n e r a t i o n s  
have attended Mt. Edgecumbe, and view the school as a 
tradition. • • •



As noted b y  Judith Kleinfield, Institute of S o c i a l  &
E conomic Research, UAF, the success rate of M E H S  graduates 
in higher education is 50%, compared to 31% for local 
schools. This may, however, indicate that s t u d e n t s  with 
academic aspirations are m o r e  likely to apply to MEHS.

Budget: The Mt. Edgecumbe budget for 1982 is $6,315,751
($2,795,451 for education and $3,520,300 for f a c i l i t y  
management) for a cost of $19,503 for each of t h e  323 
students. Included in this budget is cost of t r a v e l  from 
home to school and back, and for emergency trips.
The r e q uested budget for 82/83 is $3,565,400, r e f l e c t i n g  
close-out year operational costs and reduced e n r o l l m e n t  
t hrough the elimination of the freshman class.

Considerations: According to federal policy, t h e  Dep a r t m e n t
of the Interior must insure that Alaska Native e n t ities 
exercise self-control in all aspects of the e d u c a t i o n  
process. Alaska natives have the right to el e c t  to close 
Mt. Edgecumbe or contract for B.I.A. services.

25 CFR Part 31a. 4, "the A s s istant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs through the Director s h a l l . . . (3) ensu r e  that 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise 
self determination and control in planning, p r i o r i t y  
setting- development, management, operation, s t a ffing and 
e v aluation in all aspects of the education process".

However, the df 'ision to close.Mt. Edgecumbe was made in the 
absence of Native participation and has been i n terpreted by 
some as indicating a termination of the federal-Nati.ve 
relationship. Some entities have already agreed to this 
termination through notification of the turnover of local 
schools to the state.

Senator Stevens had scheduled a hearing before the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on March 19 "...to de t e r m i n e  w h a t
the plans are for an orderly transition and for u p g r a d i n g  
and repair of the facilities." Due tc the Senator's 
illness, this meeting was cancelled. It has b e e n  
rescheduled for April 29, 1982.

Naturally, more attention is centered on the future of the 
day schools since the two options offered the state will 
close most, if not all of the schools, following the 1981/82 
school year. (Note: 10 of the day schools have already
notified the Department of Education of their intention to 
transfer to the state school syst e m ) .

A Ma r c h  25th letter from Governor Hammond to the Dept, of 
the Interior rejected both options offered the .state 
concerning the 37 day schools because they do n o t  address 
the policy issue of Native involvement in the transfer, and 
because the proposals do not allow sufficient t r a n s i t i o n  
time or provide reasonable resources.



If Mt. Edgecumbe w e r e  closed the small increase o f •students 
to the various v i l l a g e  schools would not g e n e r a t e  sufficient 
revenue to provide v a r i a t i o n  and curriculum e x p a n s i o n  in 
local schools in any way equal to MEHS.

The B.I.A. has indicated that the O f f - R e s e r v a t i o n  B o a r d i n g  
School study suggested negotiating, through the s t a t e  and 
appropriate native groups, the absorption of s t u d e n t s  by 
other alternatives. B.I.A. documents show the s t a t e  
boarding school program, as the only option for Mt.
Edgecumbe students, while acknowledging that some enrollees 
are drop outs from the state program, and that t h e  A l a s k a  
Native Education A s s o c i a t i o n  study showed a 66% d r o p  out 
rare for native students in public schools. In addition, 
evidence has shown that native students w h o  t r a n s f e r  from 
Anchorage schools do not graduate from any other school in 
the state. Students indicating an inability to c o p e  w i t h  . . 
the public school system and having social r e a s o n s - f o r  
attendance at Mt. E d g ecumbe also have the state b o a r d i n g  
school option.

Significant planning time would be required to a c c o m p l i s h  . 
the transition and allow placement for the s t u dents in the 
state boarding school program. '

The local economy in Sitka is clearly dependent on the : 
federal installation at Mt. Edgecumbe. Through all sources, 
the school furnishes at least $5 million to the local 
economy, while employing many of its citizens w h o s e  children 
have a significant impact on the school system. The Sitka 
city-.borough owns the utilities, which are o p e r a t e d  on 
contract by Mt. Edgecumbe High School. This situation in 
utilities allows Sitka to hold down costs to all citizens 
with rate structures based on continued c o n s u m p t i o n  of the 
school. Closure of the boarding school will u l t i m a t e l y  
affect Sitkans in innumerable ways not imme d i a t e l y  evident.

What will become of Mt. Edgecumbe property should the school 
find no other resources is uncertain. Ow n e r s h i p  is w i t h  the 
Indian Health Service, but disposal would occur t h r o u g h  the 
Bureau of Land Management, presumably following a met h o d  
giving federal agencies first priority and then Nati v e  
organizations. •. . ■ •

Although considerable negotiation for turning the 37 B.I.A. 
day schools over the the Department of E d u cation has ■ 
occurred in the p a s t  year, little discussion o v e r  the future 
of Mt. Edgecumbe has been included. Unce r t a i n t y  over the .. 
school's continuance has been blamed for d e c reasing 
enrollments. At this time, no freshmen will be admitted 
this fall, with closure certain to follow the t e r m i n a t i o n  of 
the 1982/83 school year. "



Legal opinion offered this Committee by L e g i s l a t i v e  counsel 
suggests that the school could be limited to r u r a l  students 
although non-native exclusion would clearly v i o l a t e  the 
state constitution.

O p t i o n s ;

• 1. Closure.

2. State operation as

a. boarding high school for students f r o m  rural 
areas (e.g., places with less t h a n  500/1,000 
p e c p l e ) , or

b. boarding high school for students f r o m  areas 
where there is no school through 12th grade, 
or when the Department of E d u c a t i o n  has 
certified that the local high sch o o l  is 
inadequate, or

c. boarding prep school for i n a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  
college-bound high school graduates, or

d. leadership academy for outstanding high school 
seniors.

e. boarding home, with students a t t e n d i n g  Sitka 
schools.

3. State contract with one or more Alaska N a t i v e  
organizations to operate the school as in 2 a-a.

4. Convert to vocational education facility, along 
lines of Seward Skill Center.

5. Convert to mini m u m  security prison.

6. Transfer ownership to Sitka C i t y - B o r o u g b .

The Committee recommends that these, anu other options, be 
considered by the Legislature giving special a t t e n t i o n  to 
the impact of each on the community of Sitka. I t  is further 
recommended that the Legislative Council prepare legislation 
for the pre-filing in the 1983 session in order that 
expeditious action can be taken well in advance of Federal 
termination of the facility.



cc.’ T o  all State Legislators 

Enclosures to:

Senate President 
HESS Committee Members 
Senator Eliason 
Governor's Office 
Representative Grussendorf

E n c l o s u r e s :

1. Committee letter to Mt. Edgecumbe Superintendent.
2. Legal opinion. • -
3. Mt. Edgecumbe program, budget & student 

information.
4. U A F , Institute of Social and Economic R e s e a r c h  

higher education for rural students.
5. Position statement from City of Sitka.
6. Newsletter article from Senator Stevens.
7. Letter to Gov. Hammond from Dept, of the i n t erior
8. News release from Gov. Hammond.
9. B.I.A. Comprehensive Consolidation Plan.

v
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C o m m i t t e e  o n  

H e a l t h  , e d u c a t i o n  &  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

March 9, 1982

465-4907
465-4908

LeR o y  C. D e m m e r t
Educational Program Administrator
P.O. Box 4458
Mt. Edcecrumbe, A K  99835

Dear Mr. Demmert:

Th a n k  you for setting up the meeting with the Senate HESS 
Committee for the 18th of March. At this writing, it seems 
that all committee members will be in attendance along with 
two staff members. Mayor Dapcevich has kindly offered 
transportation from the airport for all of us, and I 
anticipate that if the weather is cooperative, we should be 
there around 1:00 p.m.

As m y  aide informed you in the telephone conversation, our 
main concern in visiting Mt. Edgecumbe is to view all of the 
facilities associated with the boarding school. Any 
evaluations of the physical structures, particularly in 
reference to fire/life safety code compliance, wo u l d  be of 
interest. If estimates have been done for any necessary 
remodeling for bringing the structures up to code, 
availa'rility of those documents would also assist us.

Because y o u r  school is a federal facility, our k n o wledge is 
quite limited in regards to the curriculum and students, 
however, m y  information is that Mt. Edgecumbe provides an 
excellent transition for rural students and that the most 
highly mo t ivated young people are the most likely to attend. 
A shorn d i s cussion with the appropriate people on 
educational programming, curriculum development and the 
student popu l a t i o n  would seem appropriate.



LeRoy C. Demmert 
Ma r c h  9, 1982 
Page two

We would appreciate information on the items list e d  in the 
enclosure to the extent you can furnish it.

In view of the objectives of this visit, and t h e  time 
involved, we would be happy to meet brie f l y  w i t h  some 
representatives of the student body if you feel that the 
allotted time w i l l  be sufficient for us to m a k e  our 5:30 
flight back to Juneau.

Thank you again for your cooperation, and we w i l l  see you on 
the 18th.

Sincerely,

Charles H. Parr 
Chairman



B u d g e t  (all sources) for e a c h  of e s t i m a t e d  t h r e e  years.

.''limber o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  c e r t i f i c a t e d  staff, a n d  o t h e r  
e m p l o y e e s  for e a c h  of the p a s t  t h r e e  years.

C u r r e n t  e m p l o y e e  s a la ry  scale a nd the r e t i r e m e n t  s y s t e m  
for employees.

S t u de nt  e n r o l l m e n t  b y  grade, a v e r a g e  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e ,  
a nd n u m b e r  of g r a d u a t e s  in each of the last t h r e e  
years.

C o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  w h i c h  s tudents are e n r o l l e d ,  f o r  e a c h  
of last t h r e e  y e ars.

R e s ul ts  o f  any l o n g i t u d i n a l  studies s h o w i n g  s u c c e s s  
r a te s of g r a d u a t e s  in college.

R u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  s t u de n ts  and  d i s c i p l i n a r y  m e a s u r e s .

S t a t i s t i c s  cn m e d i c a l  care for s t u d e n t s  for e a c h  of the 
last t h r e e  years.

If school is l i a b l e  to suit for i n j u r i e s  to stu de n ts , 
h o w  in s urance is handled.

L i s t  of iters (other th a n shelter, food, m e d i c a l  care, 
and c l a s s r o o m  needs) f u r n i s h e d  st ud ents. W h i c h  costs, 
if any, a r e  n o t  b o r n e  by the F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t :  (e.g. 
travel, p o c n e t  money, c l o t h i n g ) .

Q u e s t i o n s  a bout Mt. E d g e c u m b e
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M a r c h  15, 1982

SUBJECT:

TO:

FROM:

Mt. Edgecumbe takeover 

Senator Charles H. Parr

Richard A. Bradley 
Legislative Counsel

You have asked what the conditions on the takeover of the 
high school program at Mt. Edgecumbe would be. Would a 
contract or agreement have to be entered into, you asked.
You also asked whether the state could continue to limit 
enrollment to rural students.

I discussed this with Carole Burger in the governor's office 
and she advises that the BIA has agreed to operate the school 
for an additional school year, through the spring of 1983.
The conditions or the elements of transfer of the prog r a m  
seem accordingly rather remote; this is probably the fourth 
or fifth announcement of a closure of Mt. Edgecumbe in recent 
memory ana yet it continues to survive. There had been reports 
earlier, Burger reports, that the incoming class this fall 
would be limited to continuing students; she reports that 
Lee Demmert, the superintendent (principal) at Edgecumbe 
reports that there will be no such limitation.

Mt. Edgecumbe is apparently the only boarding school in the 
state. Questions as to whether it would be continued on the 
future takeover seem to need resolution before the question 
of the kind of student who will be admitted is addressed. [ 
do not believe that anyone is thinking about that question 
now that the closure/takeover is being put off a year.

The answer to your question: could the state limit the 
enrollment to "rural students" is, of course, yes. But as 
suggested, since there is no regional school program presently 
in operation under a state program or multi-area REAA program, 
the method of its operation will necessarily await future
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Senator Charles H. Parr 
Page 2
March 15, 1982

proposals by the executive and future action and responses 
by the legislature. I understand from Burger that the REAA 
in Bethel is operating a summer college prep school program 
on a regional basis in Bethel during the summer; to her 
knowledge, that was the only state-supported regional school 
program but it is limited to students from a single REAA.

If I m a y  assist further, please advise.

RABrljb



HEALTH SERVICE FOR MT. EDGECOMBE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

The Health Services provided to Mt. Edgecumbe students are superior to those that 
are sporadically offered to rural Alaskans. Such services are are health screening 
annually of height, weight, vision, blood pressure, T.B. skin testing and a health 
conference. In addition to the above, each student, on initial enrollment to school 
is provided a hearing test, a blood test to check for anemia and a urine test to 
check for the presence of blood or sugar, than a health assessment (physical 
examination). Any deviations from normal detected are then treated or, as necessary, 
referred for appropriate attention.

Participants in athletic activities are required by the State Athletic Association 
to have physical examinations to meet eligibility requirements.

Health maintenance services include immunization updating and continuation of 
Rheumatic Heart Disease follow-up and surveillance of other chronic conditions 
such as arthiritis, kidney disorders and otitis media.

Treatment of acute illnesses or conditions such as communicable diseases, including 
(V.D., Flu, Strep infections, other infections, infestations), anemia, gastric 
disorders, injuries, emotional crises and pregnancies, are available in such a way 
that the educational process is minimally interrupted during delivery.

Corrective services, such as hearing aid fitting, eye glasses refraction, dental 
care and ear surgery are services which require multiple visits and follow-up to 
assure effectiveness. These services must be accessible in order that excessive 
time is not lost from school iri obtaining them.

Health Education is a vital component in a health service program. Sex Education, 
contraception, smoking, drug end alcohol education, as well as health care options 
with expected outcomes, are services which must be acceptable to the adolescent 
consumer. Adolescents are hesitant to seel: services of a sensitive nature from
rc-1 stives or friends and are acutely concerned with confidentiality. This is a 
prctiem in the rural areas.

Hna’th promotion in the areas of nutriticr,, ph sical fitness, stress management, 
r o c’alization, and positive lifestyle and health consumerism are critical factors 
i : abl i shi r.q a health population l.i-cwi bit of, and pi act icing appropriate 
u ' •; a lie n gt r:_'i'<.al services.

i ■ friser : re mut ion has been an active i..d. cr. going effort by the Health f' 
vices Staff here. Tins exposure is necessary to stimulate rural Alaskan youth 

=■; ‘b 1 y practice self setermination. Students are involved at the lire's
; r<
:>t
?pu- 
can 
i.ec-d

-c mvLivBu niuny mt," uitr o t d t  uujjdi k:..unL ui ntci ui diiu ;>ociai services and 
Inc'cii Health Service to develop and iiaplemar.t health Services for Alaska's rural 
student if Mt. Edgecumbe would be closed.
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1 6 3 2 1 1

7 . 0 6  
1 2  1 0 1 )  
1 6 6 6  3

7 . 2 0  
1 2  I n ' .  
1 6 ' 3 / n

/ . : i 5
1 ' . ' 6 6 2  
1 5 2 1 1 1 1

7 .  5( 1  
1 2  *300 
1 5 6 0 0

7 . 6 6  
I I I . ' .  
1 5*2 i 7

7 .  I l l  
1 1 5  1 3  
1 6 2 6 6

7 . 9 6  
1 3 6 9 1  
1 6 5 5 6

0 . 1 1
1 3 9 6 9  
1 6 0 6 0

0 . 2 7  
, 1 6 2 2 6  

1 7 2 0 1

0 . 6 2
1 6 6 0 2
1 7 5 1 3

0 . 5 7  
1 6  7 6 0  
1 7 0 2 5

0 . 7 3
1 5 0 1 5
1 0 1 5 0

Q . U U  
1 5 2 7 3  
1 0 6 7 0

9 . 0 3
1 5 5 3 1
1 0 7 0 2

9 . 1 9
1 5 0 0 6
1 9 1 1 5

9 . 3 6
1 6 0 6 6
1 9 6 2 7

9 . 6 9
1 6 3 2 2
1 9 7 3 9

9 . 6 6
1 6 5 0 0
2 0 0 5 1

9 . 8 0
1 6 0 5 6
2 0 3 0 6

9 . 9 5
1 7 1 1 6
2 0 7 0 1

(  0 3 , 1
H o u r  
2 1 5  d o
A i u i u u  1

v .  n  a  
r w f > '  
j u  t  *

0 . /  2  
1 6 6 1  2  
1 7 5 1 5

V .  3 6  
1 6 0 *1 *1  
I V i / /

I  5  2 
i *. 1 2 6  
I  9 i ! u  I

• 1 . 6 /  
1 6 6 3 2  
M U  1 3

* 3 . 1'. I 
1 6 * 1 0 /  
2 1 6 ..........

■1.  ' 1 0
1 / 1 6 5
7 6 / 5 0

1 0 .  1 6  
1 7 6 6 0  
2 1 0 * 3 1

1 0 . 3 0
1 7 7 1 6
2 1 6 2 6

1 0 . 6 5
1 2 9 7 6
2 1 7 3 6

1 0 . 6 1
1 0 / 6 9
2 2 C 6 U

1 0 . 7 6
1 0 5 0 7
2 2 3 0 0

1 0 . 9 2  
1 U 7 I I 2  
2 2 7  1 3

1 1 . 0 0  
1 9 0 5 7  
2 3 0 6 6

1 1 . 2 3
1 9 3 1 5
2 3 3 5 0

1 1 . 3 9  
1 9 5 9 0  
2 3 6 9 1

1 1 . 5 6  
1 9 0 6 0  
2 6 0 0 3

1 1 . 7 0  
2 0 1 2 6  
2 6  3 3 6

1 1 . 0 6  
2 0  3 9 9  
2 6 6 6 0

1 2 . 0 1
2 0 6 5 7
2 6 9 0 0

1 2 . 1 7
2 0 9 3 2
2 5 3 1 0

O ' ,
l l u u r
2 1 5  d „  
A n n u o 1

1 0 . 3 1
1 / 7 3 3
2 1 6 6 9

1 0 . 6 7
I l l O i i l i

2 1 7 / /

1 0 . 6 2
1 6 7 6 , * ,
2 2 H H ' J

I I I .  /I t  
1 1  ■ 6*.  1 
/ . ' i ,

1 0 .  *13 
I I I / ' . * ;  
2 2 7  16

1 1 . - ,  i 
1 I I I ; ' ,  

2 : i l l 6 /

1 1 .  *6 
l ' / 5  2 
2  3 3  / *

1 1 . 6 0  
1 ‘3 6 0 1 1  

2 3 / 1 2

1 1 . 5 5
1 9 0 6 6
2 6 0 2 . 6

1 1 . 7 1
2 0 1 6 1
2 6 3 5 6

1 1 . 0 6
2 0 3 9 * 3
2 6 6 6 0

1 2 . 0 2  
2 0 6  7 6  
2 5 0 0 1

1 2 . 1 7  
2 0 9 3 2  
2 5 3 1  3

1 2 . 3 3
2 1 2 0 7
2 5 6 6 6

1 2 . 6 0
2 1 6 6 5
2 5 9 5 0

1 2 . 6 6
2 1 7 6 0
2 6 2 9 1

1 2 . 7 5  
2 1 9 9 0  
2 6 6 0 3

1 2 . 9 5
2 2 2 7 6
2 6 9 3 6

1 3 . 1 0  
2 2 5 3 2  
2  7 2 6 0

1 3 . 2 6
2 2 1 1 0 ?

• 2 7 5 0 0

1 3 . 6 1
2 3 0 6 5
2 7 0 0 6

0 5
H o u r  
2 1 5  d o  
A m n i o  I

1 1 . 3 1  
1 O ' ,  I I 7 
2 3 3 i , ( i

1 1 . 5 0  
1 * 3 / 1 1 0  
2 3 * 3 2 0

1 1 . 6 7
7 0 0 / 2
2 6 2 / 3

1 1 . I  k .
/ I ,  i i i . ;  
.  ' . ( . /  /

1 .  0 1  
7 0 6 * . /  
; *6' 3l i l l

1 7 . 1 0  
7( J' i 6*i  
2 5  1 16

1 7 .  16
7 1 7 6 7  
7 5 6 I I U

1 2 . 5 2  
7 1 5  1 6  
2 6 0 6  1

1 2 . 6 9
7 1 0 7 6
2 6 3 9 5

1 7 . 0 6  
2 2 1 1 9  
2 6  7 6 0

1 3 . 0 3  
2 2 6  1 1 
2 7 1 0 2

1 3 . 2 0  
2 2  7 0 6  
2 7 6 5 6

1 3 . 3 7
2 2 9 9 6
2 7 0 0 9

1 3 . 5 6
2 3 2 0 0
2 0 1 6 3

1 3 . 7 1
2 3 5 0 1
2 0 5 1 6

1 3 . 0 0  
2 3 1 1 7  3 
2 0 0 7 0

1 6 . 0 3
2 6 1 6 6
2 9 2 2 6

1 6 . 2 2
2 6 6 5 0
2 9 5 7 7

1 6 . 3 9
2 6 7 5 0
2 9 9 3 1

1 6 . 5 6
2 5 0 6 3
3 0 2 0 6

1 6 . 7 3
2 5 3 3 5
3 0 6 6 0

0 6
H o u r  
2 1 5  d o  
A n n u a l

1 3 . 5 1 1
2 3 3 5 7
2 1 1 2 6 5

1 3 .  / I I  
2 3 7 0 1  
2 0 6 6 2

1 3 . ' I V  
7 6 I H . 7  
2*'0'»*. l

1 . .  1 ' / 
v . ) 6  

. ' ,  1 5

!•'( 5 0  
*i.  / m i  
. " i d  . 2

1 6 .  M l
/ * , :  1 .
3 0 . H . I ;

1 6 . d l l
. " j 6 ! > 6
3 0 / 0 6

1 5 . 0 1
2 5 1 1 1 7
3 1 2 2 0

1 5 . 2 1
2 6 1 6 1
3 1 6 3 6

1 5 . 6 2
2 6 5 2 2

. 3 2 0 7 3

1 5 . 6 2
2 6 0 6 6
3 2 6 0 9

1 5 . 0 2
2 7 2 1 0
3 2 9 0 5

1 6 . 0 3
2 / 5 7 1
3 3 3 6 2

1 6 . 2 3
2 7 9 1 5
3 3 7 5 0

1 6 . 6 6
2 8 2 7 6
3 6 1 9 5

1 6 . 6 6  
2 0 6 7 0  
3 6 6 1  1

1 6 . 0 6
2 0 9 6 6
3 5 0 2 7

1 7 . 0 5
2 9 3 2 6
3 5 6 6 6

1 7 . 2 5
2 9 6 7 0
3 5 0 0 0

1 7 . 6 6
3 0 0 3 1
3 6 3 1 6

1 7 . 6 6
3 0 3 7 5
3 6 7 2 3

0 7
I l n u r  
2 1 5  d o  
A i i i i u o  1

1 6 . 1 5  
2 7 7 7 U  
3 3 5 U O  ,

1 6 . 3 * 3  
2 ( 1 1 V O  
3 6 0 * 3 1

1 6 . 6  3 
7 U 6 l i ; l  
3 6 5 * 3 0

H  "1 1
. , 1 1 ) 

V  m

l  / .  1 7  
7 6 6 6 ( 1  
j ' d . l i V

I 7 . : i i ,
? * i ( r . * i
3 1 , 1 ( 6 1

1 7 .  ( . 0  
1 0 7 / 2  
l i . o d U

, 1 7 . 0 6
3 0 6 0 6
3 7 1 0 7

1 0 . 0 9  
3 1 1 1 6
3 7 6 2 2

1 1 1 . 3 3  
3 1 5 2 7  
3 1 1 1 2 6

1 1 1 . 5 7
3 1 9 6 0
3 0 6 2 5

1 0 . 0 1
1 2 3 5 3
3 9 1 2 6

1 9 . 0 5
3 2 7 6 6
3 9 6 2 6

1 9 . 3 0
3 1 1 * 1 6
6 0 1 6 6

1 9 . 5 6  
3 3 6 0 1 !  
6 0 6 6 3

1 9 . 7 0
3 6 0 2  1 
6 1  1 6 2

2 0 . 0 2  
3 6 6  2 /  
6 1 6 6 1

2 0 . 2 6
3 6 8 6 7
6 2 1 6 0

2 0 . 5 1
3 5 2 7 7
6 2 6 6 0

2 0 . 7 5
3 5 6 9 0
6 3 1 6 0

2 0 . 9 9
n r  •«**J W I Vi *
6 3 6 6 6

1

O U
H o u r  
2 1 5  d o  
A o n u u 1

I 1/ .  ( I l l  
3 / 1 1 1 7  
3  V I ,  0 0

1 * 1 . 3 /
3 3 3 1 6
6 0 2 0 * 3

1 V . 6 - .
1 I  / V I !  

6 0 1 1 / 2

. '  *6 
I n  . ‘ *6 

. .  i I S

I I .  " 1  
1 6  /"• > 

6 , * 0 7 0

7 0 . 5 7
3 5 2 ( 3 6
6 2 6 1 1 1

. ' ' i . d o
3 5  / 7 1 ,  
6 3 7 1 . 6

2 1 . 0 * 3  
3 6 2  / 6  
6 3 0 6 7

2 1 . 3 0
1 6 7 7 3
6 6 6 7 0

V  1 . 6 6  
3 / 7 5 5  
6 5 0 5 2

2 1 . 9 5  
3 7  V 5 6  
6 5 6 5 6

2 2 . 2 6  
3 0 2 5 2  
6 6 2  5 9

2 2 . 5 2  
3 0 7  3 6  
6 6 1 1 6 1

2 2 . 0 1  
3 9 2  3 3  
6 7 6 6 6

2 3 .  1 0  
3 9 7 3 2  
6 0 0 6 0

2  3 . 3 9  
6 0 2 3 0  
6 0 6 3 1

2 3 . 6 7
6 0 7 1 2
6 9 2 3 3

2 3 . 9 6
6 1 7 * 1
6 9 1 1 1 6

2 6 . 2 6  
6 1 6 9 2  
5 0 6 1 9

2 6 . 5 3
6 2 1 9 1
5 1 0 2 2

2 6 . 0 2
6 2 6 9 0
5 1 5 9 6



m  . .?» ..... . :  ........... . . , •..:«...11 rr
WASHING'! O N . B . C .  20. '

A C -  9 2 2 1

1 SEPTEMCLU 1901

S U B J E C T :  F E D E R A L  W A G E  S Y S T E M  R E G U L A R  AND SPECIAL. P R O D U C T I O N  F A C I L I T A T I N G  W A G E  R A T E  S C H E D U L E S  FOR
THE W A G E  A R E A  OF A L A S K A ,  JU,\'EAU AND 50 fUl.E R A D I U S .

t o : C O M M A N D I N G  O F F I C E R S  OF M I L I T A R Y  D E P A R T M E N T S  A N O  DOD C O M P O N E N T  I N S T A L L A T I O N S  IN T H E  AREA,

THE S C H E D U L E S  S H O W N  B E L O W  H A V E  B E E N  E S T A B L I S H E D  U N D E R  A U T H O R I T Y  OF 0 0 0  D I R E C T I V E  5 1 2 0. 39, 
" D E P A R T M E N T  oF D E F E N S E  W A G E  F I X I N G  A U T H O R I T Y  -- A P P R O P R I A T E D  F U N D  C O M P E N S A T I O N , "  A P R I L  24. 19fl0, 
S U B J E C T  TO T H E  L I M I T A T I O N S  C O N T A I N E D  IN F P M  B U L L E T I N  5 3 2 - 3 7  D A T E O  20 O C T O B E R  i960,

AND ARE TO BE A P P L I E D  IN A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  T H E  P R O V I S I O N S  OF FPM S U P P L E M E N T  532-1 

70 ALL I N S T A L L A T I O N S - L I S T E D  ON THE R E V E R S E  SIDE.

W G , W D - W N

W L - W S W G - r a t e s WL-■RATES W S - W D - W N  R A T E S P A Y
G R A D E 1 2 3 4 5 i 3

*T»
O 4 5 1 . 2 3 4 5 L L V E L

1 11  . 0 0 1 1 . 4 6 1 1  . 9 2 12 . 3 0 1 2  .04 1 2 . 1 0 1 2 . 6 0 1 3 . 1 0 1 3 . 6 1 14 . 1 1 1 5 . 0 4 1 6 . 5 0 1 7 . 1 6 1 7 . 0 2 .10,4 0
2 11 . 5 7 1 2  . 0 5 1 2  . 5 3 1 3 . 0 1 1 3 . 5 0 1 2 . 7 3 ' 1 3 . 2 6 1 3 . 7 9 1 4 . 3 2 1 4 . 0 5 l b .  41 1 7 . 0 9 1 7 . 7 7 1 0 , 4 6 1 9 . 1 4
3 1 2  . 1 2 1 2 . 6 3 1 3  . 1 4 1 3  .64 1 4 , 1 5 1 3 . 3 5 1 3 . 9 1 1 4 . 4  7 1 5 . 0 2 1 5 , 5 0 1 6 . 9 7 1 7 . i-i 0 1 0 . 3 9 1 9 . 0 9 1 9 . 0 0 1
4 1 2 . 7 1 1 3 . 2 4 1 3 . 7 7 1 4 . 3 0 1 4  . 0 3 1 3 . 9  6 1 4  . 5 4 1 5  . 1 2 1 5 . 7  0 1 6 . 2 0 1 7  . 5 5 flA . 2 4 1 9 , 0 1 1 9 . 7 4 2 0 . 4 7 2
5 1 3  . 2 7 1 3 . 0 2 1 4  . 3 7 14 . 9 3 1 5 . 4 0 14 . 5 9 1 5 , 2 0 1 5 , 6 1 1 6 . 4 2 1 7 , 0 2 1 0  .10 1 0 . 0 5 .19.6 0 2 0 . 3 6 2 1 , 1 1  . 3

6 13 . 0 4 1 4  . 4 2 1 5  . 0 0 1 5 . 5 7 1 6 . 1 5 1 5 . 2 3 1 5 . 0 6 1 6 . 4  9 1 7 . 1 3 1 7 . 7 6 1 0 , 6 9 1 9 . 4 7 2 0 . 2 5 2 1 . 0 3 2.1.01 4

7 1 4 . 4 1 1 5 . 0 1 1 5  . 6 1 1 6  . 2 1 1 6 . 0 1 1 5 . 0 6 1 6 . 5 2 1 7 . 1 0 1 7 . 0 4 1 0 . 5 0 1 9 , 2 7 2 0 . 0 7 2 0 . 0 7 2 1 . 6 0 2 2 , 4  0 5 1

0 14 , 9 9 1 5 . 6 1 1 6 , 2 3 1 6 . 0 6 1 7 . 4 0 1 6 . 4 0 1 7 . 1 7 1 7 . 0 6 1 0 . 5 4 1 9 . 2 3 1 9 . 0 1 2 0 . 6 4 2 1 . 4 7 2 2 . 2 9 2 3 . 1 2 6 2

9 1 5 . 5 4 1 6 . 1 9 1 6 . 0 4 1 7 , 4 9 1 0 . 1 3 1 7 . 1 2 1 7 . 0 3 1 0 . 5 4 1 9 . 2 6 1 9 . 9 7 2 0 . 3 9 2 1 .24 2 2 . 0 9 22,9.4 2 3 . 7 9 7 3

10 1 6 . 1 2 1 6 . 7 9 1 7 . 4 6 1 0  . 1 3 1 0 . 0 0 1 7 . 7 2 1 0 . 4 6 1 9 . 2 0 1 9 . 9 4 2 0 . 6 0 2 0 . 9 5 2 1 . 0 2 2 2 . 6 9 2 3 , 5 7 2 4 , 4  4* 0 4

11 1 6 . 6 9 1 7  . 3 9 1 0 . 0 9 1 0 . 7 0 1 9 . 4 0 1 0  .,3b 1 9 . 1 2 . 1 9 . 0 0 2 0 . 6 5 2 1 . 4 1 2 1 . 0 1 2 1 . 0 9 2 2 . 7 7 2.3.. 6 4 24  . 5 2 * 9 5
>. o 17 , 2 5 ■» Cl *7 X 1 , J 1 1 0  , 6 9 1 9 . 4 1 2 0 . 1 3

• . n n
* o . y o 1 9 . 7 7 2 0 . 5 6 2 1 . 3 5 2 2 . 1 4 2 1 . 0 6 '* 1 . 9 4 2 2 , 0 2 2 3 , 7 0 24  , 5 7 *  10 6

’ J„ wi 17.0'; 1 8  • $ 0 1 9 . 3 2 2 0  . 07 2 0  . 0 1 1 9 - 6 2 2 0 . 4 4 2 1 , 2 6 2 2 . 0 0 2 2 . 0 9 2 1 . 1 3 4. •- . 0 1 2 2 . 0 9 2 3 . 7 7 24 . 6 5 *  11 7

14 1 0 . 4 0 1 9 . 1 7 1 9 . 9 4 2 0 . 7 0 2 1 . 4 7 2 0 . 2 5 2 1 . 0 9 2 1 . 9 3 2 2 . 7 0 2 3 . 0 2 2 1 , 2 3 v 0C 4~-.11 2 2 . 9 9 2 3 . 0 0 2 4 . 7 6 * 0

1 5 1 0  . 9 7 1 9 . 7 6 2 0  . 5 5 21 • 34 2 2 * 1 3 2 L' . 0 6 2 1 . 7 3 2 2 * 6 0 23.<17 2 4 • 3 4 * 21 . 3 2 '1 0  ̂• -;»). 2 3 . 1 0 2 3 . 9 9 2 4 . 0 0* %
9

v U N D E R

i’F.F.VA

RAT E

S E C T I O N  5363 01’ Ttl’LS 5 U.S.C., HATES OF PAY FOR 

XL INC RATE EMPLOY!-: !i.‘J AR K  L I M I T E D  T O  T HE M A X I M U M  

F O R  CS-lfl ($24.09 P E R  H O U R ) .

W S “16  

W S - 1 7  

ViS-lO 

W S - 1 9

2 1 . 4 1

2 1 . 4 1

2 1 . 4 1

2 1 . 4 1

»*• '»

V J 1 1
. 3 0 
. 3 0

• 3 . 1 9  

2 3 , 1 9  
.•3 . 1 9

2 4 . 0 0

2 4 . 0 0  

2 4. 0 0
2 4 . 9 0 *  

24 .90 *  
24 .90*

■ /'■y. — ' 4 . / ?
* X- . 3 1) 2 3 . 1 9 24 . 0 0 2 4 .90*

,

E. B. R I L C Y  
O I R E C T O R

o r o c r  d a t e : i J u l y  i r o i

E F F E C T I V E  DAT! : A S C P T E M P T R m m



HESS Committee A N S WERS ON MT. EDGECUMBE March 18, 1982

1. Budget (all sources) estimated - three years: 

Educat ion

FY 81FY 80

j; 3., 5.17,100.70

FY 82 FY 83

.$2,735,^51-00' 3*1,893,000.00

Faci1i ty Hanagement 

FY 80 FY 81 FY 82

2 ,812,000 $3,12^,$00 $3,520,300

FY 83 - $3,585,^00 (requested)

(Actual) $2,600,000 - closeout year funding for operating costs only, 

with reduced services, no closeout costs included.

2. Number of administrators, certified staff, other employees, last three years

Educat ion Admi n i st rat i on Cert i f i ed Staff Others

FY 80 5 36 5^

FY 81 k 36 ^9

FY 82 k 3^ -9

Facility Man a c emc- n t

FY 60 1 C ?
my —

rv h 1 n9

F 1 t 2 i
kl y x  ] * •

See attached \salary scale) 7. See attached (ru1 as/di sc i p 1i nary)

k. Page 2 (student enrollment) 8. See attached (medical care)

5 . Page 2 (corr-.un i t ies) 0 > • Page 3 (su i ts/injur i es)

6. Page 2 (graduates) 10. Page 3 (other items)



jItem k - Enrollment by grade, number of graduates, ADA:

Enrollment by Grade Number of Graduates Average Daily Attendance

1S79-80 Sth - 89 80 381
10th - 87
11th - 97
12th - 80

1980-81 Sth - 81 376
10th - 85
11th - 39
12th - 81

1S S 1-82 9th - 63 Sk 323
10th - 71
11th - 85
12th - Sk

jtem 5 " Communities from which students enrolled, three years 

Anchorage District Bethel District Fairbanks District

A 1 e k n a g  i k 
A n c h o r a g e  
Chug i a k  
C l a r k s  P o i n t  
Cli i t i na  
C o p p e r  C e n t e r  
D i 1 1 i ngham 
Ekwok  
G i r dw o od  
K o ) i  g a n e k  
H n n o k o t a k  
I .Vw S t u y a h o k  

i I . r ’ ■ k i 
Fc -d r o  Bay  
i'; . i ; r e  C i t . ek
S t . CjC
S t .  P a u l
T . ! -  Hi  i 1 s
-  . I .
• § -• t .  I n

U  i 1 ’ a

Ak i a c h a k  
Ak i a k  
A 1 a k a n u k  
An i a k  
B e t h e l  
C h e v a k  
C h u a t h b a 1uk 
Eek
Emmonak
F n r t u n a  l e d g e
Got  d~.e.vs Bay
Hc l . t n a  R i v e r
K a s i  g 1uk
' p n uk
l . o l  1 i k
I-' : y i r . a n ek
I 'wc - l h l uk
1.0 ; e r  P a l  ‘ k - g
•' ; ? !‘ ' 3 ! i* l * 0
*•; ; 5 • :.u

A 1 1akaket 
Arct i c V i11aoe 
Barrow 
Bca v e  r 
Fa i rbanks 
Fort Yukon 
Hughes 
Hus 1i a
Manley Hot Springs 
Mentasta Lake 
M into
Hena n a  

Northw ay 

Share 1uk 
S;evens V i 1lane
i ciiona
7 e 1 1 in
N u 'qsat 
t 1 1 1 e s Fi e l d

3. v* p c  ?. i I
l . ' j nap i 1 1  huk  
O s c e r v i 1 ! e  
F i l o t  S t a t i o n  
Qu i nhe .gak 
F.ed D e v i l  
h u s t  i an K i s  s i on  
S t .  Ma r y s  
S t o n y  P . i v e r  
T og  i ak  
T u n t u t u I i a k  
C r o o k e d  C r e e k

. :,c =- ’<• 0|£t r i cj.

. on
t r  c s 1 •. a t e  r f a y  
Ha i n e s  
Moor i sh 
jnecu 

111 ukwan  
Mt .  Edgecui r . be 
S i t ka

Nome D i s t r i c t  
A m b l e r
B r e v i g  M i s s i o n
El  im
Gambe11
K i a n a
Kobuk
K o t z e b u e
Nome
N o o r v i  k
P t .  Hope
S a v o o n g a
S e 1a w i k
S h a k t o o l i  k
Sh i s l i m a r e f
S h ung r . a k
S t e b b i  ns
S t .  Michael

Una 1a k l e e t
\!r. i r.ivr i g|. t
’..'a i e s
Little de



Item 9 ~ If a suit is brought against the school and should be won by 
student/family, the cost would come from the U.S. Treasury.

Item 10 SCHOOL PROVIDES

. h c l V * r 
School sponsored t rave 1 - : ̂  ^

Emergency travel (irmediate 
fami1y)

Meal m o n e y 'on s c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  
trips

Toothpaste, shampoo, on an 
emergency basis for those who 
cannot afford these items.
(They work for it).

STUDENTS PROVIDE 

Clothing

Personal items, shampoo, toiletries, 
e t c .

S p e n d i n g  money
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Student Code of Rights and Responsibilities
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Student Code of Rights and Responsibilities
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Major Rules 4

Minor Rules 6
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»

III Due Process Procedures 9
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Behavior Review Board Procedures 13
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I N I R O D U C H O N

One of the primary responsibilities of Mt. Edgecumbe High School and 
its staff is to develop an understanding and appreciation of our repre­
sentative form of government and the rights and responsibilities of students

Rights cf a student may be defined as fair, just, and impartial treat­
ment by others. Each student, as a citizen of the school community, the 
State of Alaska, and the United States of America, is entitled to certain 
rights and privileges, as guaranteed hy the United States Constitution.

Equally as important as the rights are the responsibilities— including 
respect for the law of our country, rules and regulations of the school 
community, respect for the rights of other citizens, arid a willingness 
to contribute to the fulfillment of educational goals through coopera­
tive conduct.

All young people in the United States have the inherent right to re­
ceive an education. This right can be taken away only if there is just 
cause and this must be done in accordance with due process of the law.

The school administration, teaching, guidance, and home living staff 
have the duty'and responsibility to maintain a suitable environment for 
learning, as well as an adequate, comfortable home living program.
Students at Mt. Edgecumbe High School share in this important responsi­
bility. It is necessary that each student cooperate fully with the 
rules of the school community in order to promote the necessary envir­
onment for learning.

The school superintendent has the authority to expel, place on 
probation, or suspend students if there is cause. Teachers have the 
authority to temporarily remove students from class if the student is 
doing anything that is disruptive to the orderly education process of 
their class. Dormitory and academic personnel may place restriction on 
students, deny or reduce student privileges, and assign extra duties 
as consequence or penalty for rule violations.

City, state, and federal authorities may prosecute students who commit 
crimes or violate laws as established by city ordinances or state and 
federal codes. The pir.aUyfor these violations will be administered by 
the courts and the school ay impose a second penalty which will not 

c'.ustruer as o.-uble punishment or jeopard.
The following code of conduct, including student rights and responsi­

bilities, due process, ar‘d impartial J •• : i:.-? procedure s are designed to 
protect constitutional rights, provide a St-i-. bis educational environ­
ment for learning and outline the duties and responsibilities of all 
members of the Mt. Edgecumbe High School community.



1. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

The student has and shall be accorded the following rights. Rights under 
the federal constitution also imply corresponding responsibilities and each 
student must therefore, be responsible for the way he o r  she exercises those 
rights. The student must be willing to accept the consequences of his or 

her actions after it has been determined that he or she is in violation 

of the rules and regulations which have been developed by staff, students, 
school board members, and school administration. Mt. Edgecumbe High School 
official including school board members, are parents in absentia of the 

students of Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

RIGHTS RESPONSIBILITIES

1. The right to an education. The responsibility to attend ell 
classes on a regular basis, unless 
officially excused, and to obey rules 

and regulations of the school 
communi ty.

The right of freedom from fear 
of unreasonable search and seiz­
ure of your person or property:

3. The right to a reasonable de­
gree of privacy:

4. The right to a reasonably safe 

and secure environment and free­
dom from fear of being molested 
by others or have possessions 
stolen:

The responsibility not to become involved 
in illegal activities, or have illicit 
contraband in your possession, either of 
which would be cause for search and/or 
seizure of your person or property.

The responsibility to respect the pri­
vacy and peace of others.

The responsibility to live in peace and 
harmony with your fellow students, school 
employees, respecting their possessions, 
safety, end well being, and never bullying 
molesting or using dangerous weapons 
ccainst them.

The right to 
personal aff«

e yr.,n* own
rs ; n-j me he

your cvn esc is‘tons where

The responsibility to make decisions that 
••".'•/id not infringe on the rights, health, 
?.rd safety of others or he disruptive to 
to the ed.icaticnsl process. {A decision 
r.sy be legal according to s t a ie ~o F’Tedera 1 
i/ -s’, b j t "he in violTTTon or Tife'TcfiooT- cTd

6 . The right to freedom of spec-ch 
and expression, including choice 
of drtjss, length of hair, 

display of buttons, armbands, 
or posters:

The responsibility to practice good habits 
of cleanliness and hygiene of both of person 
erd possession, and to express yourself 
in such a way as not to be disruptive to 
the c-ducetional process or classroom 
procedure.

The right of 
gion and culture.

freedom of reli- The responsibility to worship accordingly
to your.own conscience 
church of your choice, 

culture and traditions 
2

arid to attend the 

To respect the 

of others.



1. RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES (continued) 

RIGHTS

8 . The right of freedom from 
discrimination:

9. The right to peaceably assemble 
and petition, if you have a 
grievance or complaint:

10. The right to freedom of t h e • 
press:

11. The right to freedom of 
movement in and around the 
s,.nool community:

12. The right to due process when 
disciplinary action is in order 
for an alleged violation 01 a 
school rule or regulation for 
which you may be suspended, 
placed on probation, expelled 
or placed in s.'.e location 
: • her the:, the school.

j?. Tve right to ? 11 1 ec’5_l rights 
r  •' r  ■ ' • hen p l f c  

wi! c• i .it. ~ai c.o.'■:1 1 1 1 11g a
c.iime against the state, the 

r« i cy . c i i . t , c r m e

ci b y :

RE SPOixS IBILITES

The responsibility not to discriminate 
against others.

The responsibility when you assemble or 
meet, not to disrupt the educational 
process, endanger the health or safety 
of others, use obscenities, or incite 
others to riot or destroy or damage 
property.

The responsibility not to write any­
thing that is defamatory or libelous 
to others or be disruptive to the 
educational process. The responsibility 
not to write on walls or other property 
belonging to the school or to other j . 
persons.

The responsibility to obey school rules 
concerning visitation and to refrain 

.from entering restricted areas without 
permission. Responsible for having 
the proper pass when not in class or 
not in the dormitory after hours and 
to obey city arid school laws pertain­
ing to curfew.

The responsibility to know and under­
stand your rights under the cue process 
procedure.

The re:sensibility to 'mow your rights 
rr.v..it a C ’tic-, such as to 
1 cft.. to i . ;.aiii a 1 awyer, 

examine ycur accuser or any witness 
against you. (You are also given tiie 
same rights under the judicial system 
of the school.)

-3-



Rules are always a necessity when a large group of people live, work and play 
together in a limited area over extended periods of time. Certain guidelines 
or rules must be made for the benefit of all members of the school community. 
Once the rules ore made, it is the obligation of each member of the group to 
make every effort to abide by the rules, but if he violates or breaks the 

y rules,\:he should be,willing: to-..pay the'.consequences or penalty. ;!Rul.es. -are 
not effective if they are 'not properly enforced. 'We are attempting here 
to group, clarify and simplify all anticipated violations. Revisions and 
modifications will be made from time to time, as the need arises. Different 
violations which are similar in severity could have the same consequence.

A. MAJOR RULES

l

Absent Without Leave - Al.'OL stands for absent without leave and is a 
violation of school rules and subject to disciplinary action, 
including, suspension, expulsion, or being placed on probation.

Since the school has a 24 hour a day responsibility for the health, 
safety, and welfare of the students, each student is to be at a desig­
nated area at a certain time of day or night, unless he/she obtains 
prior permission. ;

Being AWOL for a period of one-half hour or more is considered in 
violation of rules. Less than one-half hour is overleave.

2- Drinking-i 1 legal Drugs-Mari jusia Use, control , or possession 
of alcohol, illegal drugs, marijuana, or drug paraphernalia, is in 
violation of school rules and subject to discipiinary action and pro­
cedures, including suspension, expulsion, or being placed qn_ probation. 
This policy includes students 18 years or older. Charges through 
the municipal court system may be brought against a violator.

Special Consequences

a. Students del at in g ma j j r rule 2 will be required to attend 
counseling service* o- ; ‘ cchcl an:! c'ruq abuse. The counsel-

II. SCHOOL RULES AND REGULATIONS AMD CONSEQUENCES FOR THEIR VIOLATION'S

v.i «1 i t .  : '■: s.ici t o  i o e t  i n d i v i d u a l  n eed s .

,. .. wi 11 i s. !.;• . t •': i e i nr. j J ; r e o’ on p i o U  t i o n , s us - 
pension,

— Selling or pre.idir* « 1 a c - , illegal drugs, m a n j u e n s  or 
drug paraphernalia to ethers.

— Assault ard/cr battery on a student, staff member, or others, 
while- under the influence cf alcohol, drugs cr marijuana.

--hot i LSpci dirj to Iv.: cl or therapeutic programs in a
reasonable amount of time and continuing to violate this rule.

Knowledge of pcssessicn or use of marijuana, alcohol or any 
illegal drug by another student r.ay result in a conduct report 

for possession or know’.edge. If the charge is for knowledge, 
the student will r.ot ordinarily be subject to probation or 
expulsion.

-4-



SCHOOL RULES AND REGULATIONS AMD CONSEQUENCES FOR THEIR VIOLATION

A. MAJOR RULES (continued)

3. Refusal to Attend Class - Truancy - Each student has the responsibil- 
ty to attend class and be on time to class. Refusal to attend class 
is a violation of school rules and subject to disciplinary action 
that may include probation, suspension, or expulsion.

Students absent from school for illness may not participate in any' 
extra-curricular activity occuring on the day of absence. Students 
absent from school for illness who attend work in the afternoon will
be given an unexcused absence for the entire day.

Absence from study halls which are scl rJuled as part of the academic 
day will carry the same consequence and/or penalties provided for 
violation of other classroom absence.

4. Possession of a Dangerous Weapon - No student can be in possession 
of a weapon unless he is using it in a worthwhile project with prior 
permission from proper authority.

Any student who has in his possession, a knife, sharpened belt 

buckle, firearm, blackjack, brass knuckles, clubs, or any instru­
ment that can cause bodily harm is in violation of this rule.

5. Fighting - (Assault and/or Baitc-ry) - Fighting or other assault is

against school rules. Any student who attempts to harm another person 
through fighting, karate, or oilier partial arts, or use of any
type of weapon, is considered in violation of this rule. Any type 
of bodily contact, such as, hitting, kicking, scratching, biting, 
or pulling of hair would be in violation of the fighting rule.

When any action/s. listed in rule 5 clove, or verbal abuse is com­
mitted, the t-u'-’-nt involved is in violation cf the fighting rule, 
and if it is clearly determined that it is not in self defense, or 
some other acceptable justification, the stover V s  involved will 
be expected to pay the conserve!':res for cl.air actions.

0. De: t*>*c t/icri_of .Property - lh.cn any stodsnt willfully c.i m al l­
ei-: isly d?.s treys r:,\; i .ucot . r p o  s v u l  p’cyarty. he is in viola-

vie.

>.!•.}§. ' H *  r.s a result of a student's behavior, there is 
dsv i.iCr to school or personal property, that student/s will be

i r . l e u r  the cos t  oi i t p u c v . ; "  me  Ur .m/s. .
Knowledge of, or being in the company of a student/s who willfully 
or maliciously destroys government nr personal property, may result
in ( chei je o: i i ct i ueLis n ..s j ~ p ■:1 yy rc r c.y or ell students
involved.

7. Restricted Areas are those which are 'OFF LIMITS" to students unless 
they have valid "permission to be in the area. "OFF LIMIT" areas 
include:
!  Private homes 2. Airport/causeway 3. John O'Connell Bridge



.
I

A. MAJOR ROLES (continued)

7. Restricted Areas (continued)

— 4— - USPHS Hospital5̂ -
5. City of Sitka
6 . Girls' Dorms (for boys)
7. Eoys1 Dorms ( for girls)
S. Sheldon Jackson College
0 . 711 boats and boat harbors

10. U.S. Coast Guard Base 
1 !  USPHS Canteen **

12. All bars and/or liquor stores
13. Wooded areas between boys' and 

girls' dormitories
14. Fire escapes, except for those 

designated for daily use for normal 
building entrances ar.d exits

15. All hotels - all areas except 
restaurants and commercial stores 
attached to the hotel

*Iter,-.s 6 and 7 - Unauthorized entry into any portion of dormitories of the 
opposite sex will be considered a violation of the off-limits rule. If 
assisted, invited, allowed in rooms, or helped in any way, by a student/s 
of the opposite sex, each student may be considered in violation of this rule.

Viol s ticn - Any student who is found loitering in or otherwise found using
any off-limits area will be trespassing. Municipal court j
charges may also be brought against the violator.

8 - Stealing - Any student who takes anything not belonging to him or her, 
without permission, is in violation of the stealing rule. Charges of 
theft may also be brought against the student through the municipal 
court system.

5. Bellying- Any student who threatens, harasses, intimidates, teases, or 
takes advantage of another student through the use of implied force, 
either verbally or physically, violates the bullying rule.

//
1 0 . F ■ shonesty - Acts of dishonesty such as, inappropriate use of passes 

C” a:‘e:id?.nce ~orms, clinic and/or dormitory psss.es/forms, forged 
signatures on passes/forms, cheating on assignments, and/or tests, 
r r-d i :ti utiifuli'css, ali indicate an unwillingness to be accountable 

r cue's action.

- L S

• v  :v o r  is ur.arrspuh'e in the cormitorv. classroom, aiiv
ielation cfR i p s  a-j ir i

is 'ncV.ves tit tr.istg, butte ns, and pesters which v i ;j.-le;, 
. alcohol, drugs, or sexual connotations.

I:.
- ( l i O t  C  i” 1 ! i

ncent to injure, 

of T o : w o  Products ii
• • l »• * r • j u  11. v.0 w. ? tj i

i of this rule.

I i C 1 iO1 eup (i* temper w t n

i/trd ' • c ae - Any student who srokes or 
__v.iqnated areas is in viola-

4. Grsffitti - (writing on walls, autcobiles, furniture, fixtures, etc.)
■'j student who writes, rvints. prints, scratches, draws, or defaces,
in ary way, property of any Lind belonging to the government or to

. ether persons, without permission, is in violation of this rule.

C-’.'TIE*. IS OFF_i.iMlTS FRO!’ C:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. )
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MINOR

5. Littering

Any student who disposes of trash in any area other than regular 
trash containers is in violation of this rule.

b. Spitting in public places, such as, dining room, gymnasium floors, 
inside dormitories, classrooms, drinking fountains, etc., except 
in acceptable depositories, such as toilets, is in violation of 
this rule.

6 . Overleave - Any student who is absent from the dormitory less than 
one-half hour after dormitory curfew begins, is in violation of 
this rule.

7. Missing Detail - F.ach student is expected to help keep their room 
clean on a daily basis, as well as being assigned a monthly job to 
help in the care of the dormitory and campus. Failure to carry
out these responsibilities is a minor violation. ;

8 . Disrespect for authority is behavior which may be considered as 
disrespectful and will.be handled on an individual basis. I

9- Breakino. Rest.r iction - Any student placed on restriction as a
result of rule violations as listed in paragraph 1 1 -C , below, is in 
violation of this rule. Specific portions of 11-C, pertaining 
to breaking of restrictions are ll-C-2,3,4, 5, and 9.

• 10. Tardiness - All students are to arrive at their classes, including
study halls, on or before the prescribed starting time. Failure 
to be on time, without an appropriate W'itten excuse or pass, is 
a violation of this rule.

c. co;:?rQUE?-!crs - m a j o r  //:d  h i -;or o f f e n s e s

1. Upon. the f i r s t  cm farise f or use or possession J d _i.!PRhpJJc bevora c e s ,
ry VLi.-' . I ' S ? J_l"r.??i. t imes , the *‘i I T  i spear before
thy..;;.:-i;. r_ . .  ■. •• •;;. -cn' ~cV

a. For a major o* *'ensc-, eight {?,) days restriction is to !.= 
served, consecutively, including Frici.'.y, Saturday, Sunday, and
ho Vi days.

b. For minor cfver.se, one (1) day restriction.

Students will he confined to the dormitory, except for meals, 
classes, and while attending church on the student's particular 
relinions sabbath.

Any student placed on rertrie lion will be required to participate in 
some form of physical fitness activity or. a regularly scheduled 
basis. It is the responsibility of the dormitory supervisor to 
schedule the activity and issue written passes.

- 7-



4.

5.

6 .

7.

8 .

9.

10.

•ss

No visitors of the opposite sex.

Students cannot attend any student activities except.for manda 

tory school functions where all students must attend.

Sign in every half hourstartiny at 3:30 P.M., Monday through 
Friday. On Saturday, Sunday and holidays, the sign in period 
starts at 1C:00 A.M., however, restricted students are still 
confined to the dormitory prior to 10:00 A.M.

ho town passes.

Will not be permitted to travel on any school sponsored trips 
during the period of restriction.

Students receiving a conduct report for major rules violations 
must see either the dormitory supervisor or the student 
services officer.

Students will be assigned an extra daily work detail by 
appropriate dormitory personnel or school administrator.

■ES (continued)

of the restriction rule.

In addition to the two days additional restriction, the 
student must see the dormitory supervisor or the super­
visor of the day.



Ill DUE PROCESS PROCEDURES

The constitutional rights of individuals assures the protection of 
due process.of law. Therefore, this system of constitutionality 

and legally sound procedure will be utilized in the administration 
of student discipline end rights at Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

A. Due Process Includes:

1 . Written notice of charges within a reasonable time.

2. A fair and impartial hearing prior to the imposition of 
disciplinary action, unless there is an emergency situation 
that seriously and immediately endangers the health and 
safety of the accused or others. (See page 12, D5b)

3. The right to have present at the hearing, the student's
parents or guardian, when feasible and possible, and if
not, a designee chosen by the parent of the student.

The student may be represented by lay or legal council of 
his own choice. Private attorney's fees are to be paid 
by the student.

4. The right to produce or have produced witnesses on the 
student's behalf and to confront and examine all accusers 
and witnesses.

5. The right to a rc-c:*'d of hearing of disciplinary actions, 

including written findings of facts and conclusions.

6 . The right to administrative review and appeal.

7. The student shall not be compelled to testify against
himself.

8 . The right to have allegations of misconduct and related
1 *;f•:• a tier, removed from the student's school record in 
t h e  vent the student .is found not guilty of the charges
vjrirst him.

Disci; - 1 i - cry 7 re a. tu -cut - [■; ■_> os

Proc6 C'n-=s and methods of i-dling ail disc v.l ir.evy actions and
social a.’ 1 k futi-Oir-l r... soli c base ! ■■.. w do eloped to give the 
student assistance in a * v t i c  wr\ utilizing all available 
resources. The resources utilize, counselors, social workers, 
psychiat'ic consultant, psychologist, education rids, teachers, 
sd: :i«istretors, ?: d i c i  *Ed pe iple of the community* Parent 
assistance is used ‘..itan possible but their primary assistance is 
IS-:rough contact by rail cr telephone. The main concern of all is 
to do everything possible tc chance- unacceptable behavior. The 
time allowed to assist a student who does not abide by established 
policy will depend upon the rate at which the violations occur.

-9-



lit. Edgecombe High School administration, including staff, students, 
and school board members, have developed a policy on student conduct, 
responsibilities, and consequences thau often determine the point in 

time when a student may be considered for suspension, probation, or 
expulsion. This policy is subject to modification or change on a 

• /• .. -.quarterly basis.. , All students,.and parents are to be made aware of 
this policy'before enrollment in school. ' . • • • • • • •  . .

The purpose and intent of the policy is not to remove students from 
school, but to provide students with a quality education and ensure, 
the right to live and learn in a school community, free from threats 
of violence, drunkeness, drugs, and acting-out behavior detrimental 

to students and educational process.

1. Conduct Reports - Conduct reports are initiated by a school staff 
member when school rules, either minor or major, are violated by 
a student and charges are brought against him/her. For those who 
display good behavior, commendations will he issued.

The student must receive a copy of the conduct report within 
twenty-four (24) hours, whenever possible, after apprehension for 
the rules violation, with all charges being fully explained. The 
conduct report is to be signed by the staff member making the 
charge and the student. The student's signature only indicates 
he has received and read a copy of the report, not that hr agrees 
with content.. Space on the report is also provided for the 
student's version of the incident.

The conduct report is distributed to the student personnel ser­
vices officer, assistant principal.dormitory supervisor, parents, 
student, and counselor working with the student as long as a 
problem is iridic?.ted.

I
; . Ill DUE PROCESS PROCEDURES (continued)

C o m ' r j ■r. i c ::._t_i O r w i t h  P a i*r- ,-f r -  I t i s  s c h o o l  p o l i c y  t o  k e e p  p a r o r t s
j  n f  o r v. c d 1 \ ii t  ‘j . C -  i i* C f  '■T d  ' o n  t. hi i  i c a t t e n d i n g  S t .  E d g e c u m b e h i g h
S c  h o c .1 . U , • -■s i ' s  a r e L fc : t  r n d  p h o n e  c - . ' : 1 s a r e  m a d e  t o  p a r e n t t  b y
c u r i a :, 7 r  r , r « 1 r r -  c * »•.' o ; 5 r. i c > ( - ; i r . g • h e m  i n f o r m e d  o n  m a t t . e r s
j - :  r t  :■i ! i "• ' V ' j .,i t h e i r  c

»
' i  1 ! ‘ 1 C ; 1 ' L S . C c o o i U i i i  c a t  i o n s  w i t h  h i  \ i : t i t r ­

w r y  <: r Cl  1: * ‘ C } i l: r  *i t e r a s , COr . ’ i t  r . c a l i o n s ,  r u l e  v i o l a t i o n s ,
b a r :  r r o l l h \ ■era : , e s . t l  V y ,  e t c .  I 1 i s  a l s o  s c !  c o l  p o l i c y i e  s :■
s u- :  h 1 : f e r ­ . » i o n  v o  ( : '.'i. n t  s o r

1» r : | g . ' i r d i s : . ; .  c i a l l  s t t . d e - ■? f.

i n c h i d i n e  t i i o s e  e i g i i t e e r 1 y fc a v s o f  a g e o r  o • c r .
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Ill DUE PROCESS PROCEDURES (continued)
j

3. Conduct Hearing

a. Any school staff member has the authority to discipline a 
student for a rule violation, however, disciplinary action 
can be taken only by the staff member who has witnessed the 
rule violation. Academic discipline will be administered by 
the assistant principal upon the receipt, either written or 
orally, of unacceptable behavior.

i

b. For disciplinary action, other than long term suspension, 
probation, or expulsion, a hearing is constituted when a school 

staff member witnesses a rule violation, ascertain the facts, 
and disciplines the student involved.

c. If in the staff member's judgement the situation requires 
assistance from Mt. Edgecumbe High School security, Sitka 
Police, school social worker, or other staff members, contact 
should be made immediately.

d. Staff members witnessing an incident requiring disciplinary 
action must notify their department head or duly appointed 

representative and the student's counselor of  the rule vio­
lation and disciplinary action taken, no later than the next 
work day.

e. If a student involved in disciplinary action wants to appeal 
the action, he should contact his selected advocate and make 
a request for an appeal through the student services officer 
or dormitory supervisor.

f. If an appeal is granted, it will be for the purpose as­
certaining the facts of the alleged violation and determining 
whether or not the farts support the issuance of a conduct 
report, with appropriate consequence. If the facts do not 
Support the conduct report, or are insufficient to support 
the charge, the conduct report, cr.d all relating documents
in the student file, will te destroyed. Any punishment the
student is undergoing for the specific charge which has been
unsupported, will be cancelled.

4 . Dormitory log Entries - Negative student behavior observed in 
dormitories, which do not warrant the issuance of a conduct report, 
may be entered in the dormitory leg by dormitory staff members, 
counselors, or social worker. The student should be notified,
verbally or otherwise, that a log entry is being made so he knows
such behavior will not be tolerated. If the student, repeats
these acts of negative behavior, a conduct report is to be 
written using the log entries and last violation as the basis for 
the report. In addition to dormitory logs, classroom teachers 
may record student classroom behavior in teacher's record book.
If this is utilized, the same procedures listed for dormitory 
logs must be followed.

-11-



5. Eehavior Survey Guidelines
I
t

a. Purpose: The purpose of calling a behavior survey is to bring
those staff members working with the student together to develop
a plan of action that will assist the student in identifying
and working out his problem and/or pattern of unacceptable 
behavior. In addition to staff members, input should be soli­
cited from the student in the formulation of a plan of action.' 
All available resources that could help the student change his . 
behavior should be reviewed, discussed and implemented, if 

deemed necessary.

b. When to Call a Behavior Survey:

(1) Under no rma 1 circumstances, a behavior survey will be 
called after a student has demonstrated, through his
behavior, that a pattern is developing which may prove
harmful to h niseif or others. A pattern is indicated 
when the stucent has been involved in breaking two or 
more major rules, within a relatively short period of
time. Depe dino on the severity and circumstances surround­

ing the " . ... •• incident, a behavior survey may be
called a U r  the U r s t  rule infraction or at any other 
time deemed necessary.

(2) After the first conduct report for a major rule violation 
by a student, the student's guidance counselor m u s t , 
through informal action, contact persons involved with 
the student in an effort to identify the problem and
take whatever option is necessary to alleviate the problem.

(3) After the student's third conduct report for a r jor 
rule violation, it is mandatory that a behavior survey 
be ini tic tod.

(4) When a student has two conduct reports for major rule
violations. f.fit=- '■: vine met a behavior survey, it is 
r:.;.iic!:.t<-r,' the- r.U.di it f.ppur before e behavior review board 
for appropriate action.

(5) If a rule violation is determined to he a grave danger 
to life or property, a referral can be made directly to 
the Education Program Administrator for appropriate action
without calling a behavior survey. The referral is to be
made through the guidance supervisor.

c. PLOced:Mjes__fo.r caJJjmo_a behavior survey. Any staff member can
V < cor ncrfd a behavior survey be- i.c-ld. All staff members will make 
their recommendations in writing to the student services officer.
If the recommendation is accepted, a memorandum from the student
services officer will be sent to all staff concerned.

d. Who is to be part o f the behavior survey. All staff members wo rk­
ing with the student, including, but not limited to, teachers, 
education aides, guidance counselors, dormitory managers and other

Ill DUE PROCESS PROCEDURES (continued)
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d.

)

Who is to be part of the behavior survey, (continued)

interested persons who have something significant to offer in 
the way of help will constitute the behavior survey group.

Staff involvement at behavior surveys is required for staff 

members and the student for whom the survey is being held.
Staff members who cannot attend must receive permission from 
his/her department head for non-attendance. If permission is 
received, the staff member must submit his comments in writing 
to the guidance supervisor for consideration at the behavior 

survey.

e. Plan of action. Upon completion of a behavior survey, the 
findings and a plan of action which the group feels would 
assist in overcoming the student's problem or unacceptable 
behavior will be written. This written document, which is to 
be signed by the student, constitutes a student conduct agree­
ment and the concepts making up the plan of action are manda­
tory for the student to follow until such time as the student's; 
counselor believes the problem is under control or the nega­
tive behavior has stopped. Non-compliance with the student 
conduct agreement by the student may result in a behavior 

' review board.

Copies of the student conduct agreement will be given to the 
student, his/her counselor, vice principal, dormitory super­
visor, and other employees involved.

5. Behavior Review Board Procedures

a. Purpose: The purpose of the behavior review board is to pro­
vide an impartial hearing for students who have displayed suf­
ficient unacceptable behavior as to warrant possible suspension, 
probation, or expulsion from school. The board may also recom­
mend retention in school, if warranted by circumstances.

t. c  • t  t i  • |, x  »O . - W.M:. ' i i- t\ l 111.5

(1) The right to due process.

(?.) The right to select an advocate of their own choice.

(3) The right to remain silent, and net testify against themselves.

(4) The right to plead guilty to the charges and waive the hearing.

(5) The right of administrative appeal if dissatisfied with
the final decision of the education Program Administrator.

ray call a behavior review beard. Any staff member who feels ’• 
review board is necessary may recommend to the student 

er’/ices officer that one be initiated.

-13-
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III. DUE PROCESS PROGED'd-TS (continued)

d . When may a behavior review board be initiated.

(1 ) At any tine the student services officer believes the 
circumstances so warrant.

(2) A behavior v_view board is mandatory when a student charged 

' with two conduct reports involving major rule violations,

after the student has received a behavior survey. .

e. RF.COI-'.’-'.E‘:̂ AT10:i FROSS DEHAVIOR REVIEW P-GARD •

(1) Probation
(2) Expulsion
(3) Suspension

Recommendations are made to the Education Program Administrator, 
who has final disposition in the case.

C* Academic Dus Process (from !31A Station Memor.i ndum 76-10)

The constitutional rights of individuals assures the protection of 
due process of 'aw, therefore, the following procedures labeled 
"academic due process", will be utilised in the administration, of 
student academic: rights at lit. Edgtam.be High School.

The basic right’of the student under academic cue process is, they
may contest academic practices which !:e considers unfair, and that
lie has the right to ?. fcrr-r.l rearing S-rfcre an academic review 
board (designated hereafter as Al'.b), afic.r ihc-y have marie a \eritten
report that they have not been accorded rights as set forth by
approved school policy.

1 . duorwd! Ac 1 1 on E vc ry t- f f; •t must S,a mare to settle qri evances
inferno! iy the student, r cvC'CS“ a find teacher. When a student
feels he /sh: ;,:: r r.rt been i ccordcd academic r in! :1s and that he/
she has L sc i t re at a :! ar.t a i r 1 v . they are- to is he the fol lowing
infcu al < .-tiro pricr to s..(b’.isji on C f a T 0 IV'jl orievan ce.

tf oc:.;v; ;i. i -y request the guidance counselor, 

or ethers, to act as ? J-.ccatc and assist, with case preparation

b. Within five- school days, the student and/or guidance coun­
selor are to meet, infernally, with the teacher involved to 
sc-cl: a mutual solution to the problem.

c. If a mutally agreeable solution is not found, the student nay 
request a formal hearing.

d. The written request for a formal hearing must be submitted 
within five (6 ) school days after the last'meeting with the 
teacher with v.hera an oc roe:.c-r.c could not be readied.

-14-



2. Formal Hearing Procedures

a. A written request for a formal hearing will be prepared by 
the student and his/her guidance counselor by completion 
of the attached form "Request for Hearing", with a copy of 
the completed form being sent to the teacher involved.

The original copy if the form is to be sent to the chairman 
of the ARB.

b. The chairman of the ARB will, within five (5) school days 
after receipt of the request, call a meeting of the board. .

c. The ARB will gather facts from both sides, call witnesses, 
if necessary, and based upon the facts, submit written 
findings and recommendations to the school principal within
fi*ve (5) school days. Copies of the ARB report will be
given to the teacher and students.

d. The school principal will render the decision based on 
facts in the ARB report, within three (3) days after re­
ceipt of the report. Copies of the decision will be pro­
vided the teacher and the student.

3. . Appeal

If after following due process, either party is dissatisfied 
with the principal's decision, an appeal can be made to the 
education Program Administrator.

4. ARB Appointments

a. The ARB shall consist of five (5) members as listed.

Should anyone on the beard be a party to the dispute, he/ 
she will be replaced by an alternate selected by the 
Education Program Administrator.

Teacher Coordinator - !'.ath/Science 
Teacher Coordinator - Practical Arts 
Teacher Coordinator - Technical Arts 
Teacher Coordinator - Language Arts 
Guidance Counselor

b. Further Appeal

All procedures will conform to cue process and either party 
does have the right to appeal to a higher authority, normally, 
the Area Education Program Administrator, if dissatisfied with 
the decision of the Education Program Administrator.

The cooperation of all staff and students is required so 
that, if a legitimate need arises, it can be taken care of 
in an expeditious and fair manner.

This memorandum became effective August 15, 1976.



STATE ACTION YOU HAVE ALREADY TAKEN TO CORRECT THIS MATTER:

Signature of student/date

?•:=<■ rir.tj dote and time \.'i 1 1 be os called by the chairman of the Academic 
review Board.

cc: Instructional Services Officer
Teacher 
Student 

Advocate

GRADE

Academic Review Board

STUDENT

NAME OF TEACHER ______________________________________________

NATURE OF CONCERN: (use additional sheet if necessary)
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COMPREHENSIVE CONSOLIDATION PLAN- 
MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL SITKA, ALASKA

Ay'

Introduction
TH IS  CONSOL IDAT ION PLAN IS AN EFFORT TO 
REDUCE COSTS THROUGH REDUCING THE PERSONNEL 
AND PHYSICAL S I Z E  OF LAND, BU ILD INGS ,  AND 
U T I L I T I E S  AT THE MT.  EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL. 
THIS IS  TO BE WITHOUT DETRIMENT TO THE 
EDUCATIONAL QUAL I T Y .  WHEN IMPLEMENTED THIS 
F A C I L I T Y  WILL COMPARE FAVORABLY WITH BOARD­
ING SCHOOLS ELSEWHERE IN THE NATION.

CAREFUL CONS IDERAT IONS  WERE GIVEN TO MEET 
BUREAU STANDARDS ASSOC IATED WITH STUDENT 
DORM SPACE, ACADEMIC SPACE,  AND SPECIAL 
ACT I\ T I E S  AREAS.  ALTHOUGH SPACE REDUC­
TIONS WERE IN S T I T U T ED  IN  THE PLAN, OVER 
500 STUDENTS W ILL BE ABLE TO RES'DE AT THE 
SCHOOL WITH A CHO IC E  OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 
TO MEET THE H IG H r ST STANDARD OF SECONDARY 
EDUCAT ION.

CONSOL IDAT ION OF F A C I L I T I E S  INTO A CENTRAL 
CORE AREA U T I L I Z I N G  E X I S T ING  BU ILD INGS ,
AND THE REL INQU ISHMENT OF BUREAU OWNED AND 
MAINTAINED STAFF QUARTERS ENABLES A RE­
DUCTION OF 78° OF THE LAND AREA (WITH RE ­
LATED STREETS AND U T I L I T I E S )  PRESENTLY IN 
USE. CONS IDERABLE SAVINGS RESULT.

AN ADD IT IONAL B ENEF I T  OF THE PLAN RESULT­
ING FROM THE MAJOR DECREASE IN LAND, BU ILD ­
INGS,  AND U T I L I T I E S  IS THE REDUCTION IN 
CODE UPGRADING SCHEDULED THROUGH THE FCOID 
REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FROM $50 
M IL L ION  TO $17 M I L L I O N .

THE ULTIMATE BAS IS  ON WHICH TO JUDGE THE 
CONSOL IDAT ION PLAN IS ITS  ECONOMICS, 
'’ " L E C T E D  IN  THE ANNUAL COST PER STUDENT. 
THE COST IN FY 79, BASED ON 900 STUDENTS 
IS $19,900 PER STUDENT.  IMPLEMENTING THE 
PLAN MAKES SAVINGS OF 351 POSS IBLE,  WITH 
COSTS BASED ON 1979 DOLLARS,  OF $9,300 PER 
STUDENT FOR A STUDENT BODY OF 900, AMD 
$7,800 FOR THE LARGER ENROLLMENT OF 500 
STUDENTS ENV IS IO N ED .
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The Education Program
Redesigned for the 198Q's

MT. EDGECUMBE H IGH SCHOOL PROVIDES A FULL 
HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAM OF AC 'D EM IC ,  VOCATIONAL, 
AND PRE-VOCATIONAL SUBJECTS AND IS ACCRED­
ITED BY THE NORTHWEST ASSOC IAT ION OF SEC­
ONDARY AND HIGHER SCHOOLS. THE ACADEMIC 
CURRICULUM INCLUDES FOUR YEARS OF ENGLISH.  
MATHEMATICS,  SC IENCE AND SOCIAL STUDIES,
TWO YEARS OF A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, COMMERCIAL 
SUBJECTS,  PLUS ADD IT IONAL OFFERINGS IN 
JOURNALISM, PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND PERSON­
AL ECONOMICS.

THE VOCATIONAL CURRICULUM IS DESIGNED 
MAINLY FOR PRE-VOCATIONAL OR EXPLORATORY 
TRAINING WHICH WILL ASS IS T  STUDENTS WITH 
DEC IS ION  MAKING REGARDING POST HIGH SCHOOL 
TRA IN ING .  EXPLORATORY TRAIN ING IS OFFERED 
IN CARPENTRY, GAS AND D IESEL MECHANICS,
PLANT MAINTENANCE,  MACHINE SHOP, WELDING, 
AND BASIC  ELECTRON ICS .  OTHER ELECT IVES  AND 
BASIC SUBJECTS INCLUDE NINTH AND TENTH 
GRADE PRACTICAL ARTS, ADVANCED HOME ECONO­
M ICS ,  AND METAL ARTS.

OVER THE YEARS,CURR ICULUM REV I S IONS  HAVE 
BEEN MADE, ALTHOUGH NOT DRASTICALLY , 
ACCORDING TO THE ECONOMIC NEEDS OF THE 
STATE, THE NEEDS OF THE NATIVE POPULATION 
AS WELL AS EDUCATIONAL TRENDS.

MT. EDGECUMBE H IGH SCHOOL OPERATES WITH A 
MAXIMUM OF 906 STUDENTS,  FAR LESS THAN THE 
700 AND 600 PLUS FROM 1997 TO THE EARLY 
19 7 0 * S . MAJOR REMODELING OF ALL DORMITORIES 
OCCURRED IN THE M ID 1950'S V EN SECTIONS,  
WITH 10 TO 12 STUDENTS PER, WERE CON­

STRUCTED.  PRIOR TO THAT, L I V ING  F A C I L I T I E S  
WERE UNCHANGED FROM THE NAVY STYLE BARRACKS

THE F INAL INTER IOR DORM ITCRY CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE M ID 70’ S ALLOWED c OR PRIVACY AND 
COMFORT WITH A MAXIMUM OF FOUR STUDENTS TO 
A ROOM, THUS THE REDUCTION FROM THE 600- 
700 STUDENT ENROLLMENT TO THE PRESENT 906.

OUR ENROLLMENT THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS HAS 
ACTUALLY INCREASED .  THE PROGRAM HAS A GOOD 
REPUTATION IN THE STATE AND MANY NATIVE 
PARENTS ST IL L  DEPEND UPON MT. EDGECUMBE TO 
PROVIDE THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE THEY 
BEL IEVE IS NECESS'RY FOR THEIR CHILDREN.

CONTINUED EXCELLENCE IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
F IE LD  CAN BE MAINTA INED AT MT. EDGECUMBE 
HIGH SCHOOL AT GREATLY REDUCED COSTS.  THE 
CONSOL IDAT ION PLAN FOR MT. EDGECUMBE WOULD 
DECREASE THE PER PUP IL  COST THROUGH MORE 
E F F I C I E N T  USE OF SPACE AND ENERGY TO 
EDUCATE OUR STUDENTS.  THE D IVERSE COURSE 
OFFERING COLLEGE PREPARATORY, CURRICULUM, 
D IVERSE EXTRACURRICULAR PROGRAMS, AND PRE- 
VOCAT I ONAL COURSES WOULD CONTINUE EVEN 
MORE EFFECT IV ELY  THROUGH THE CONSOLIDATION 
PLAN.

FOR A LARGE NUMBER OF OUR NATIVE RURAL 
ALASKA STUDENTS MT.  EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 
IS THE IR BEST OPT ION TO ATTEND AN ACCRED­
ITED H IGH SCHOOL PROGRAM. MOST SMALL V I L L ­
AGE SECONDARY PROGRAMS ARE NOT ACCREDITED 
AT THIS  T IME .

WE CORRESPOND D IR ECTLY  WITH THE PARENTS 
AND COMMUNICATE WITH THE STUDENTS ATTEND­
ING AMD THOSE WHO WISH TO ATTEND. FROM 
THEM ,.Z BEL IEVE  THERE IS  CURRENTLY A REAL 
EDUCATIONAL NEED IN THE STATE THAT MT. 
EDGECUMBE H IGH SCHOOL IS MEETING.

WE BEL IEVE THE CONT IN 
EDGECUMBE H IGH SCHOOL 
ANOTHER TEN TO F I F T E E  
GREAT EDUCATIONAL BEN 
TO MANY NATIVE PEOPLE 
ALASKA. WE ALSO B EL I E  
NECESSARY TO CONT INUE 
BY THE NATIVE PEOPLE 
THE ATTAINMENT OF FOR 
ME NT OF THEIR OWN NAT 
THEIR OWN D E S T I N I E S .

UEO OPERATION OF MT.
BY THE BUREAU FOR 

N YEARS WILL BE OF 
EF  I T AND SERVICE 

IN  THE STATE OF 
7E SUCH AN EFFORT IS 

THE PROGRESS MADE 
I N  THE STATE TOWARD 
MAL EDUCATION MANAGE- 
IVE AFFAIRS AND

COMMUNITY PART I C I P AT ION ;  NATURALLY, MT. 
EDGECUMBE H IGH SCHOOLS GREATEST COMMUN­
ITY CONTRIBUTION RESTS ON ITS EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAM. A C T I V I T I E S  CARR IED ON IN THE 
COMMUNITY OF S ITKA-MT .  EDGECUMBE GATHER 
PARTICIPANTS FROM M* EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS AND EMPLOYEES A L I K E .

FUTURE NEED:

THE ENROLLMENT DUR ING THE PAS I SEVERAL 
YEARS HAS ACTUALLY INCREASED .  THE PROGRAM 
HAS A GOOD REPUTAT ION IN  THE STATE AND 
MANY NATIVE PARENTS DEPEND UPON MT. EDGECUMBE 
TO PROVIDE THE EDUCAT IONAL EXPERIENCE THEY 
BEL IEVE IS NECESSARY FOR THE IR CHILDREN.



A New Campus Plan
THE CONSOLIDATED PLAN IS  COMPACT, E F F I ­
C I EN T ,  AND BEAUTIFULLY SITUATED ON THE 
SHORS  OF S ITKA  CHANNEL. TRACK AND F IELD ,  
TENN IS ,  AND OTHER ATHLETIC  A C T I V I T I E S  ARE 
S ITED  IN A PARK-LIKE SETTING AT WATER'S 
EDGE. TWO MAJOR BU ILD INGS HAVE BEEN 
TOTALLY R EV I TAL IZ ED  FOR CLASSROOM, ADM IN IS ­
TRAT IVE ,  AND ATHLET IC  USE,  AND VOCATIONAL 
EDUCATION AND F A C I L I T Y  MANAGEMENT SHOPS 
AND O F F I C E S .

A DORMITORY COMPLEX R IS ES  ABO.E TH IS  F IRST 
LEVEL,  CENTERED AROUND A L I BriARY/MULT [MED I A/ 
STUDENT STUDY CENTER .  A SCHOOL CAFETER IA,  
K ITCHEN ,  AND HOME ECONOMICS CLASSROOMS ARE 
EASILY ACCESS IB LE .

A ROLLING WOODLAND PROVIDES AN IDYLL I C  
BACKDROP TO TH IS  ACADEMIC COMPLEX. ANOTHER 
DORMITORY BU ILD ING  JUST OVER THE H ILL  
COMPLETES THE CAMPUS PLAN.

CONSOLIDAT ION GREATLY REDUCES THE COST OF 
S ITE  AND BU ILD ING  MAINTENANCE,  BUREAU- 
OWNED LAND AND F A C I L I T I E S  ON AL ICE  AND 
CHARCOAL I LANDS ANO PORTIONS OF JAPONSKI 
ISLAND WILL BE ABONDONED. THE F INAL 
CAMPUS CONS ISTS OF F I F T EEN  BU ILD INGS ON 
ONE 2 7. <4 ACRE PARCEL.  U T I L I T Y  COSTS ARE 
THEREBY REDUCED BY G y l . ROAD AND SIDEWALK 
MAINTENANCE COSTS ARE D IM IN IS HED  BY 7 b l .

CONSOL IDAT ION WILL ULTIMATELY RESULT IN AN 
EMPLOYEE REDUCTION OF Gtl'i AND A TOTAL 
ANNUAL ENERGY COST SAVINGS OF $31)0,00(1. 
EDUCATIONAL QUAL ITY WILL NOT ONLY BE MAIN 
TAI NED BUT REATLY ENHANCED BY TH IS  NEW 
PLAN.

Key To Site Plan
1 D O R M I T O R I E S
2 A C A D E M I C  C L A S S R O O M S
3 L I B R A R Y / M U L T I M E D I A / S T U O Y  C E N T E R
4 A T H L E T I C S / A U D I T O R I U M
5 V O C A T I O N A L  E D U C A T I O N
6 C A F E T E R I A / K I T C H E N / B A K E R Y
7 P E R S O N A L  E C O N O M I C S  C L A S S R O O M S
8 A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
9 F A C I L I T Y  M A N A G E M E N T
10 R E C E I V I N G / P R O P E R T Y  A N D  S U P P L Y
11 B A L L F I E L D S
1 2 T R A C K  A N D  F I E L D
13 T E N N I S  C O U R T S

C o n s o l i d a t i o n  Site P la n

.-COMPREHENSIVE CONSOLIDATION PLAN
MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL SITKA, ALASKA



PLAN-----------------
EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL SITKA, ALASKA

Better Land Utilization, More Efficient Physical Plant
■ w ®
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Exist ing Site P l an Consol idated S i t e  P l a n

By greatly reducing the n u mb e r  

of bu i l d i ngs  a n d l and area,  the 

consol idat ion  plan wil l  result in 

better l aud use and a more 

efficient physical  plant.

FACILITIES AND LAND E xi st ing  C ° np ! a n a, i0n

N U M B E R  O F  B U I L D I N G S  9 8  15

T O T A L  B U I L D I N G  A R E A .  S Q .  F T .  4 6 4 , 4 6 5  2 7 8 , 5 0 0

L A N D  A R E A .  A C R E S  1 27 . 4  27.4

UTILITIES
W A T E R  L I N E S ,  L . F .  2 3 . 5 0 0  8 , 6 0 0

S E W E R  L I N E S .  L . F .  2 1 , 3 0 0  7 , 40 0

E L E C T R I C  L I N E S .  L . F .  2 7 , 5 0 0  8 , 2 0 0

S T E A M  L I N E S ,  L . F .  9 . 5 0 0  0

ROADS
P A V E D  A N D  U N P A V E D ,  F T .  2 1 , 2 5 0  5 , 2 6 0

ENERGY CONSUMPTION
F U E L  O I L ,  G A L L O N S / Y E A R  

F U E L  O I L  C O S T  P E R  Y E A R

E L E C T R I C I T Y ,  K W H / Y E A R  

E L E C T R I C I T Y  C O S T  P E R  Y E A R

E N E R G Y  U S E .  1 0 0 0  B T U / Y E A R

TOTAL ANNUAL 
ENERGY COST

Exist ing

7 9 7 , 1 3 2

$ 3 5 1 , 3 3 9

3 , 5 6 8 , 5 3 7

$171,414

1 5 9 , 0 4 4 , 0 0 0

$ 5 2 2 , 7 5 3

C o n s o l i d a t i o n
P l a n

1 3 3 , 9 5 1

$117,877

1 . 9 5 0 . 0 0 0  

$ 9 7 , 5 0 0

41 .775 . 0 0 0

$2 15 ,3 77

N O T E :  A L L  C O S T S  I N  1 9 7 9  D O L L A R S
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r COMPREHENSIVE CONSOLIDATION PLAN
MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL SITKA, ALASKA

Lower Annual Operating Costs
Budget Expenditures By Category

I N  T H O U S A N D S  O F  D O L L A R S

S C H O O L  B U D G E T  

E D U C A T I O J  B U D G E T  

F A C I L I T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  B U D G E T  

P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E S  -  S C H O O L  T O T A L  

E D U C A T I O N  

F A C I L I T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  

P L A N T  O P E R A T I O N  

R E P A I R  A N D  M A I N T E N E N C E

E N E R G Y  C O N S U M P T I O N  

F U E L  O I L  

E L E C T R I C I T Y  

S U P P L I E S  A N D  M A T E R I A L S  

E D U C A T I O N  

F A C I L I T Y  M A N A G E M E N T  

D I R E C T  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  S E R V I C E S  

S T U D E N T  S E R V I C E S  A N D  L I V I N G  

F O O D  S E R V I C E  

S T U D E N T  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  

G E N E R A L  O P E R A T I O N  

E D U C A T I O N  

F A C I L I T Y  M A N A G E M E N T

Is?,4 0 0

 | $ 3 . 9 1 1

□  S 3 . 5 7 1

S I . 0 3 5

□ S 3 . 7 8 3
1 5 ? ,  4 1 7  

] $ 2 , 5 G 8
S I , 9 54

S I , ? 1 5
S 4 6 3

S 4 1 0
78

] S 8 0 5
S ? 8 5

6 3
S ? 5 6

S 5 ? 3

firn
S 3 5 1

1 8

rj S 1 7 ?
S 9 8

S / 5 ?
S 3 5 5

pBBaPsa
S 5 0 3

S 3 5 5

S ? 5 0
S I 5 5

S I  . 1 4 6
S 9 5 7

\e E M
J S 1 . 0 1 3 F Y 1 97 9

S 6 ? 7

$ 6 . 1 8
S 6 0 0

--------------------------- _

C o ns o l i d a t i o n

TOTAL BUDGET FY 83 8 3,911 OOO
EDUCATION 8 2,876,000
FAC IL ITY MANAGEMENT 8 I 035,000

TOTAL BUDGET COST PER STUDENT 
500 STUDENTS S 7, 822 EA 
400 STUDENTS 8 9 , 777 EA

TOTAL BUDGET FY 79 85,971,000
EDUCATION

S ? H 3
S 4 0 9

83, 571,000
FAC IL ITY MANAGEMENT 82,400,000

Annual Budget Expenditures

S4 54
S 3 5 5

3 0 1
5 2 6 0

TOTAL BUDGET COST PER STUDENT
500 STUDENTS 8 | | ,  942 EA.
400 STUDENTS 814,922 EA

J S 1 S 3
|S<>5

V



COMPREHENSIVE CONSOLIDATION PLANr MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL SITKA, ALASKA

Implementation of The Plan
LOG IST ICS

THE OBJECTIVE OF THE CONSOLIDAT ION PLAN 
IS TO REDUCE COSTS THROUGH REDUCING TO A 
MINIMUM THE BU ILD INGS AND FLOOR SPACE 
USED, THE EDUCATIONAL AND MAINTENANCE 
STAFF REQUIRED,  AND CANCELL ING UNNECESSARY 
PROGRAM A C T I V I T I E S .  THE MAJOR STEPS ARE 
AS FOLLOWS:

1. MOVE FAC IL I TY  MANAGEMENT FROM CHARCOAL 
ISLAND INTO BU ILD ING 331, ALONG WITH STU­
DENT VOCATIONAL SHOPS.

2. MOVE ALL ACADEMIC CLASSROOMS INTO 
BU ILD ING 332 WITH STUDENT GYMNASIUM.

3. CONVERT BU ILD INGS 293 AND 297 INTO 
FULL STUDENT DORMITORY USAGE, MAKING 
MAXIMUM SCHOOL CAPACITY 500 STUDENTS.

9. CONVERT BU ILD ING 295 INTO A COUNSELLING,  
RECREATIONAL,  L IBRARY , AND STUDENT A C T I V I ­
T IES  BU ILD ING .

5. D ISCONT INUE BUREAU VOLUNTEER F I R E  DE ­
PARTMENT, CLOSING BU ILD ING 288, AND TURN 
EQUIPMENT AND RESPONS IB I L IT Y  OVER TO THE 
SITKA BOROUGH.

6. CLOSE THE BUREAU CENTRAL STEAM PLANT 
AND PROVIDE N tW  LOW PRESSURE BO ILERS FOR 
EIGHT BUILD INGS TO BE RETA INED .  TH IS  
WOULD EL IMINATE I HREE SH IFTS-A-DAY, SEVEN 
DAYS A WEEK OF OPERATING ENG INEERS ,  AND 
CONVERT US TO LIGHTER FUEL O I L  AVAILABLE 
UNDER LOCAL DEL IVERY .

7. INSULATE ALL RETAINED BU ILD INGS TO 
CONSERVE ENERGY, REDUCE HEATING COSTS,
AND M IN IM I Z E  BOILER S I Z E S  WHEN CONVERTING 
BUILDINGS TO NEW IND IV IDUAL HEATING 
PLANTS.

8. G IVE UP ALL BUREAU QUARTERS TO PHS, 
GSA, OR BLM FOR POSSIBLE TRANSFER TO AN 
ANSCA CORPORATION OR S ITKA  BOROUGH TO BE 
FUTURE OWNER/LANDLORD. REQUIRE EMPLOYEES 
TO RENT THESE OR OTHER QUARTERS ON THE 
OPEN MARKET IN THE S ITKA  BOROUGH.

9. ALONG WITH G IV ING  UP OF ALL QUARTERS 
AND 100 ACRES OF BUREAU CONTROLLED LAND, 
CEASE MAINTA INING M ILES OF STREETS,  S I D E ­
WALKS, ELECTRICAL D I S T R IB U T ION ,  WATER 
L INES AND STORAGE TANKS, SEWER L INES  ETC .  
BY HAVING THESE DEDICATED TO PUBLIC USE 
IN THE NAME OF THE S ITKA  BOROUGH, THROUGH 
PHS, GSA, OR BLM. THEY WILL THEN BE 
MAINTAINED AND UPGRADED BY THE NEW OWNER.

10. REDUCE THE STAFFS OF EDUCATION AND 
FAC IL I TY  MANAGEMENT COMENSURATE WITH THE 
NEW ENROLLMENT, REV i SE  PROGRAMS AND CON­
SOLIDATED F A C I L I T I E S .

F A C I L I T I E S DISPOSAL

A. IT IS UUR HOPE THAT ALL BUREAU CON­
TROLLED STREETS AND U T I L I I Y  u I S T f t i B u i i O N

C I . E .  E L E C TR I C I T Y ,  WATER, SEWER, STOPM 
DRAIN,  E T C . )  OUTSIDE THE NEW BUREAU CON­
SOLIDATED CAMPUS, WOULD ULTIMATELY GO TO 
THE SITKA BOROUGH WHO HAS THESE RESPON­
S I B I L I T I E S  THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH. THIS  
WOULD BE HANDLED BY THE PUBL IC  HEALTH SER­
V I C E  (THE OTHER MAJOR FEDERAL AGENCY AT 
MT. EDGECUMBE), GENERAL SERV I CES  ADM IN IS ­
TRATION,  OR BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT.

B.  S INCE A B I L L  IS PENDING IN CONGRESS FOR 
TRANSFERRING AL IC E  AND CHARCOAL ISLANDS TO 
SHEE-ATIKA,  AN ANSCA LAND CLAIMS ACT COR­
PORATION, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT ALL OTHER 
BUREAU QUARTERS AND THE IR LOTS COULD ALSO 
GO TO PRIVATE OWNERSHIP THROUGH TH I S  CHAN­
NEL,  OR BY BLM ACT ION .

PERSONNEL REDUCTION

A. ALL EDUCATIONAL STAFF HAVE,  OF FUNDING 
NECESS ITY ,  BEEN CONVERTED TO FURLOUGH 
STATUS TO ENABLE THEM TO BE OFF PAY STATUS 
WHEN SCHOOL IS OUT IN THE SUMMER. AFTER THE 
CONSOLIDATION PLAN A REV I SED  STAFF ING PLAN 
WILL BE IMPLEMENTED ADJUSTED TO ENROLLMENT 
AND REVISED EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. A REDUC­
T ION OF 59 EMPLOYEES IS ESTIMATED .

[3. FAC I L ITY  MANAGEMENT STAFF WILL BE 
HALVED WHEN F A C I L I T I E S  ARE SLASHED BY THE 
C0N50LI DA I I ON PLAN, WHICH CLOSES THE CEN­
TRAL STEAM PLANT, G IVES  UP 83 BU ILD INGS  
INCLUDING ALL QUARTERS, AND TURNS OVER TO 
OTHERS THE BULK OF U T I L I T Y  D I S TR IBUT ION  
SERV ICES .  STAFF REDUCTION IS ESTIMATED 
FROM 57 TO 22 EMPLOYEES.

FUNDING

THE FAC I L I T Y  CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION 
IMPROVEMENT D I V I S I O N  CFCO ID )  AT CENTRAL 
O FF IC E  HAS MADE AN ARCH ITECTURAL/ENG INEER- 
ING SURVEY OF THE MT. EDGECUMBE F A C I L I T I E S ,  
THEIR  ESTIMATE FOR UPGRADING ALL PRESENTLY 
INUSE BUILD INGS AND U T I L I T I E S  TO CODE 
REQUIREMENTS COMES TO 30.1 M I L L I O N  DOLLARS. 
OUR CONSOLIDATION PLAN REDUCES OUR F A C I L I ­
T I E S  FROM 98 TO 15 BU IL D INGS ,  FROM 969,965 
SQUARE FEET OF BU ILD ING SPACE TO 278,500 
SQUARE FEET ,  AND FROM 127.9 ACRES OF 
STREETS AND ELECTRICAL/WATER SEWER U T I L I ­
T I E S  TO 27.9 ACRES.  TH IS  REDUCES THE !E- 
QU1 RED CODE UPGRADING BY 17.6 M I L L IO N  
DOLLARS.

Conclusion
OUR HOPE IS THAT 5.0 M I L L ION  DOLLARS OF 
THIS  SAVINGS COULD BE INVESTED IN  MT. 
EDGECUMBE FOR RENOVATION AND ALTERAT ION 
WORK TO CONVERT SEVERAL EX I S T I NG  BU ILD INGS  
INTO NEW, EXPANDED, AND MORE E F F I C I E N T  
U T I L I Z A T IO N .  I F  APPROVED BY FCO ID  AMD/OR 
OMB, AS A CONSOLIDATION PLAN, THE SCHOOL 
COULD CONTINUE SERVING ALASKANS AT A 
REASONABLE COST PER STUDENT. REV IS ED  CODE 
UPGRADING PLUS RENOVATION WORK FOR THE 
CONSOLIDATION PLAN COSTS 17.5 M I L L IO N  
DOLLARS INSTEAD OF THE OR IG INAL  30.1 
M ILL ION  DOLLARS FOR TOTAL F A C I L I T Y  UP­
GRADING. TH IS  IS A SAVINGS OF 12.6 
M ILL ION  DOLLARS, AND PRODUCES A COST 
EFFECT IVE  BOARDING SCHOOL.

Consolidation Plan Time Schedule

R E  V I E W - R E P I N E M E N T  - A P P R O V A L

A R C H I T E C T / E N G I N E E R  F I R M  S E L E C T I O N

B U I L D I N G - A L T E R A T I O N D E S I G N

rY-80 QUARTERS

3 R D 4 III

F V - 8 1  Q U A R T E R S

isr 2 N D 3 R D 4111

FY 3? Q U A R T E R S F Y - 83  Q U A R T E R S

1ST 2ND jltll 4 III I S ! 2ND 3RD 4 III



COMPREHENSIVE CONSOLIDATION PLAN-----------
MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL SITKA. ALASKA

Mt. Edgecumbe. An Historical Perspective
THE MT. EDGECUMBE COMPLEX WAS CONSTRUCTED 
AS A WAR EFFORT IN THE EARLY 1940'S .  THE 
US NAVY BASE AND US ARMY'S FORT RAY WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR 
ON AUGUST 15, 1946 AND BECAME MT. EDGE­
CUMBE COMPLEX. IN FEBRUARY 1947, THE BUR­
EAU OF IND IAN AFFAIRS OPENED A BOARDING 
SCHOOL WITH 547 STUDENTS AND 9 STAFF MEM­
BERS.  IN 1950, THE ALASKA NATIVE SERVICE 
OF THE B IA  ADDED TO WHAT WAS OR IG INALLY 
A US NAVY DISPENSARY DURING WORK WAR I I ,  A 
MODERN F IV E  STORY GENERAL HOSP ITAL .  A 
TRUNK AIRPORT CONSTRUCTED IN 1967 FOLLOWED 
BY A BRIDGE CONNECTING THE ISLAND TO S ITKA 
ALTERED THE LOCAL L IF E  STYLE DRAST ICALLY .

TODAY, 127 ACRES REMAIN OF THE OR IG INAL  ?55 
ACRE M IL ITARY INSTALLATION.  THERE ARE 167 
BU ILD INGS  WHICH TOTAL 706,000 SQUARE FEET 
OF SPACE, HOUSING VARIOUS FEDERAL AGENC IES .  
THE B IA  MANAGES F A C I L I T I E S  OF A COMMON 
SERV ICE NATURE FOR PHS AND OTHER GOVERN 
MENT AGENCIES ON A COS1 REIMBURSEMENT 
BAS IS .  THE COMMON SERVICE I t P E  F A C I L I T I E S  
ARE COMPRISED OF PRIMARY AMD SECONDARY 
ELECTR ICAL D ISTR IBUT ION ,  AM OCEAN WHARF, A 
SMALL BOAT MOORAGE, A CENTRAL WATER SYSTEM, 
A CENTRAL SEWER SY5TEM, A LAUNDRY PLAN1 , A 
F I R E  DEPARTMENT, A SECURITY SYSTEM, SANI- 
1 AT ION SYSTEM, A CENTRAL HFATING SYSTEM, 
WHICH PROVIDES HEAT TO 285,000 SQUARE FEET 
OF BO iLD ING SPACE, PUBLIC GROUNDS AND A 
STREET MAINTENANCE SYSTEM.

TO PROVIDE U T I L I T I E S  SERV I CES ,  OPERATION 
SERV IC ES ,  AND MAINTENANCE FOR THE ABOVE 
FUNCT IONS ,  F A C I L I T I E S  MANAGEMENT HAS A 
5TAFF OF 59 MAINTENANCE TYPE PERSONNEL.

CONVERTING THIS M IL ITARY INSTALLAT ION TO 
A BOARDING SCHOOL ENTAILED MANY UNIQUE 
PROBLEMS, SOME OF WHICH TODAY, 54 YEARS 
LATER ElAVF NOT BEEN RESOLVED. TO BEGIN 
WITH , THE F A C I L I T I E S  WERL DESIGNED 1 0  
ACCOMMODATE NEARLY TEN TIMES THE PRESENT 
POPULATION OF MT. EDGECOMBE COMPLEX. 
ACCORDINGLY,  OPERATING COSTS ARE VERY 
H IGH ,  MOST OF THE F A C I L I T I E S  HAVE L IVED  
OUT THEIR DESIGNED L IF ET IM E  THREE TIMES 
OVER. THE. ONLY S IGN IF ICANT  CHANGE IN MANY 
OF THE BU ILD INGS FROM THEIR WAR YEARS IS 
THE CAMOUFLAGE PLANT. THE CR I T ER IO N  0 1  WAR 
CONSTRUCTION IS EXPEDIENCE.  NOT A BUILD INI .  
IN I T ' S  OR IGINAL FORM HAD INSULAT ION OF 
ANY TYPE.  MANY BUILDINGS ARE OF OBVIOUS 
TEMPORARY NATURE HAVING P ILE  FOUNDATIONS 
AND HIGHLY IN E F F I C I ENT  HEATING SYSTEMS.

THE TWO CLASS SYSTEM OF A M IL ITARY  ORGAN­
IZAT ION ,  I . E . ,  COMMISSIONED AND NON-COM- 
MISSJONED,  LED TO PARALLEL F A C I L I T I E S  IN 
MANY INSTANCES WHICH HAS BEEN EXPENS IVE 
TO MAINTAIN AND THERE IS  A D I SPAR ITY IN 
THE QUALITY OF CONSTRUCTION BECAUSE OF 
TH IS .  WAREHOUSING OF MATERIALS WAS BASED 
ON DECENTRALIZATION OF STRATEGIC MATER­
IALS RATHER .THAN E F F I C I EN T  USE OF SPACE 
ANO COST EFFECT IVENESS .  THE L IS T  GOES 
ON.

THE NEED FOR THE BIA TO RECONSTRUCT 0P. 
PROVIDE REPLACEMENT F A C I L I T I E S  WAS 
APPARENTLY RECOGNIZED YEARS AGO. IN 1968, 
9 M I LL ION DOLLARS OF A SCHOOL CONSTRUC­
TION PROGRAM, TOTALLING 2 2  MILL ION  
DOLLARS BECAME AVAILABLE.  PLANS AMD 
SPEC I F I CAT IONS  WERE PREPARED, THE WORK 
ADVERT ISCD TOR BIDS AND CONTRACTS SUB­
SEQUENTLY Al \RDED. IN A MEETING AT S ITKA 
Of- NATIVE LEADERS. CONGRESSIONAL SENATOR 
AMD REPRESENTAT IVE ,  HOWEVER, IT WAS 
DEC IDED TO STOP ALL PLANS FOR RECON­
STRUCTING MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL AND

CHANNEL THE MONEY TO ALTERNATIVE EDUCA­
TIONAL PROGRAMS WHICH HAVE NOW BEEN 
ABANDONED. A MORI TOR IUM ON CAPITAL CON­
STRUCTION WAS ALSO POSED AT THAT TIME 
AND MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL WAS 
SCHEDULED TO BE PHASED OUT IN THREE 
YEARS. THE NEED TO RECONSTRUCT HAS NOT 
D IM IN IS HED  S INCE 1968, BUT HAS BEEN 
EMPHASIZED BY SP IRALLING ENERGY COSTS.
TH I S  BRINGS US TO THE S INGLE MOST IMPOR­
TANT PROBLEM AT MT. EDGECUMBE H IGH SCHOOL, 
WHICH IS THE LACK OF DEF INED LONG RANGE 
GOALS. THE BIA CERTAINLY HAS THE IN-HOUSE 
CAPABIL ITY  OF CONSTRUCTING NEW F A C I L I T I E S  
BUT CAM REACT ONLY TO A MEED THAT WILL 
EX I S T  THROUGH THE INVESTMENT L I F E  OF THE 
PROPOSED PROJECT. IN OTHER WORDS, HOW CAM 
ONE JUST IFY THE CONSTRUCTION OF PROJECT 
WHICH HAS AN INVESTMENT L I F E  OF 10-15 YEARS 
ON BASIS OF A NEED THAT WILL EX IST FOR 
THREE YEARS. THf IRONY IS  THAT AT THE END 
OF THREE YEARS 1 HE PHASE-OUT IS MOVED UP 
ANOTHER 5-5 YEARS. THERE EX ISTS  A BASIC 
FLAW HERE IN THE ECONOMIC LOGIC BEING 
APPLIED WHICH CAN EX IST ONLY IN A BUREAU­
CRACY. IT IS ASSUMED THAT AT THE COMPL' TION 
OF AM AGENCYS USE OF A PARTICULAR F A C I l ITY 
IT BECOMES OF NO VALUE. WHERE A PRIVATE 
IND IV IDUAL WOULD SEt.t OR OTHERWISE CASH- 
OUT AT THIS PO INT,  THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY 
WR I I E S  OFF THE INVESTMENT. THE TRUTH IS 
THAI THE VALUE REMAINS TO THE BENEFIT OF 
THE US GOVERNMENT AND ITS FUTURE OCCUPANTS.
S IN CE  1975, BU ILDING SPACE OCCUPIED BY THE 
B IA HAS BEEN REDUCED 104, 000 SQUARE FEET 
BY CONSOLIDATION USE AMD WITHOUT AFFECT ING 
EDUCATION P RO GRAM S .  THIS CONSOLIDATION WAS

DONE IN-HOUSE AT MT. EDGECUMBE BUT FURTHER 
CONSOLIDAT ION P O S S I B I L I T I E S ,  WITH EXCEP­
T ION OF QUARTERS WHICH IS S T IL L  UNDERWAY, 
IS NOT POSSIBLE WITHOUT CAPITAL IMPROVE­
MENTS. THE COMPLETION OF THE CONSOL IDAT ION 
PLAN WILL PUT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL 
F A C I L I T I E S  ON A SOLID BUSINESS BASIS WHILE 
UPGRADING THOSE F A C I L I T I E S  TO MEET ALL 
CURRENT BU ILD ING ,  L I F E  SAFETY AND HANDICAP 
CODE REQUIREMENTS.



per diem if a staff member. Travel destination

MT. EDGECUMBE a n d date 3/18/82
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Senate
O f f ice  o f  the P res iden t

Official Business

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

M E M O R A N D U M

TO :

FROM :

DATE : 

SUBJECT:

SENATOR CHARLIE PARR 
CHAIRMAN, HESS COMMITTEE

SENATOR JAY KERTTULA 
SENATE PRESIDENT

MARCH 10, 1982 

MT. EDGECUMBE SCHOOL CLOSURE

Q

Thank you for your recent letter regarding the closing of the ooarding 
school at Mt. Edgecumbe. I look forward to reviewing your report.

JK / V a j



Qu e s t i o n s  about Mt. Edgec umbe

Budget {all sources) for each of estimated three years.

Number of administrators, certificated staff, and other 
employees for each,past three years.

{‘H U -
Student enrollment by grade, average daily attendance, 
and number of graduates in each of the last three 
y e a r s .

Communities from which students are enrolled,, each of 
last three years.

Results of any longitudinal studies showing success 
rates of graduates in college.

last three years.

If school is liable to suit for injuries to students, 
how insurance is handled.

List of items (other than shelter, food, medical care, 
and classroom needs) furnished students. Which costs, 
if any, are not borne by the Federal government: (e.g.

/Travel, pocket money, clothing)

Rules governing s t u d e n t s ^ d i s c i p l i n a r y  measures. 

Statistics on medical care for students for each of "



L e R o y  C. D e m m e r t

E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

P.O. B o x  4 4 5 8

Mt. E d g e c u m b e ,  A l a s k a  99835 

De a r  Mji De mmert:

T h a n k  y o u  for s e t t i n g  u p  the m e e t i n g  w i t h  th e S e n a t e  H ES S  C o m m i t t e e  for th e 

1 8 t h  o f  March. A t  this wri ti ng , it se em s t h a t  all c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  w i l l  be in. 

a t t e n d a n c e  a l o n g  w i t h  t w o  s t a f f  m e m b e r s .  M a y o r  D a p ae v-l b c h ha s k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f r o m  the a i r p o r t  for all o f  us, a nd  I a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  i f  the 

w e a t h e r  is c o o p e r a t i v e ,  w e  s h o u l d  be t h e r e  a r o u n d  1:00 p.m.

As m y  a i d e  i n f a r m e d  y o u  in th e t e l e p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  m y - m a i n  c o n c e r n  in 

v i s i t i n g  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  is to v i e w  all o f  the  f a c i l i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the 

b o a r d i n g  school. An y e v a l u a t i o n s  of  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u ct ur es , p a r t i c u l a r l y  in 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  f i r e / l i f e  s a f e t y  c o d e  c om p l i a n c e ,  w o u l d  b e  o f  interest. If 

e s t i m a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  for any n e c e s s a r y  r e m o d e l i n g  for b r i n g i n g  the s t r u c t u r e s  

up  to code, a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h o s e  d o c u m e n t s  w o u l d  a l s o  a s s i s t  us.

B e c a u s e  y ou r  s c h o o l  is a f e d er al  fa cility, our  k n o w l e d g e  is q u i t e  l i m it ed ir 

r e g a r d s  to the c u r r i c u l u m  a n d  st udents, ho wever, m y  i n f o r m a t i o n  is that Mt. 

E d g e c u m b e  p r o v i d e s  an e x c e l l e n t  t r a n s i t i o n  for r ur al  s t u d e n t s  and t h a t  the 

m o s t  h i g h l y  m o t i v a t e d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  are th e m o s t  l ik e l y  to  attend. A  s hort 

d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  the a p p r o p r i a t e  p e o p l e  o n  e d u c a t i o n a l  pro gr a m m i n g ,  c u r r i c u l u m  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and the s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  w o u l d  s e e m  ap pr opriate.

In v i e w  o f  the o b j e c t i v e s  o f  this visit, a n d  th e ti m e  i nv olved, w e  w o u l d  

be h a p p y  to m e e t  b r i e f l y  w i t h  some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  the s t u d e n t  b o d y  if you feel 

that the a l l o t t e d  time w i l l  be s u f f i c i e n t  for us to m a k e  o u r  5:30 flight ba c k  

to Juneau.

T h a n k  y o u  a g ai n for yo u r  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  and w e  w i l l  see y o u  o n  the 18th.

Sincerely,

V

C h a r l e s  H. Par r



C o m m i s s i o n e r 1s Study Group on Native Achievement

Toni Mallott (Chairperson) 789-4323

9191 James Blvd.

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Patsy A a m o d t  a ' 852-5311

North Slope Borough School District 

Box 169
Barrow, Alaska 99723

J e a n-Marie Crum, Community Relations Director 333-9561 

A nch o r a g e  School District 

4600 DeBarr Road 

Anchorage, Alaska 99502

M a r k  Hiratsura

Southwest Region School District 

Pouch 196

Dillingham, Alaska 99576

Tim Samson 

Eek School 

Eek, Alaska 99578

Sasha Soboleff, Superintendent 

Hydaburg City School District 

Box 109

Hydaburg, Alaska 99922 

Ed Thomas

Ketchikan Indian Corporation 

Box 6855

K e tchikan Alaska 99901

Al ternate Member:

Eileen M a c L e a n  

North Slope Borough 

Barrow, Alaska 99723

842-5287

543-3611 (Lower 

Kuskokwim S.D. will 

relay message via radio)

285-3491

225-5153

- — .   I ;------------------------  ’7i •
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Goals for C ommissioner's Study Group o n  Native Achievement

1. To r e v i e w  the E f fective Schooling Report and suggest recommendations 

that will d i r e c t l y  affect the education of A l aska Native students.

2. To c o n c e n t r a t e  upo n  and analyse small, predominately native, rural 

schools that have a hig h  success ratio of student academic achievement.

3. To promote and e n c o u r a g e  parents to become acti v e l y  involved in their 

chi l d r e n ' s  e d u c a t i o n  with the goal of enab l i n g  the students to live 

s u c c e s s f u l l y  in v i l l a g e s  or urban areas.

4. To a c t i v e l y  promote: mor e  teacher training in areas of teaching methods 

or techniques that will help them tc effect i v e l y  tench and relate to 

A laska N a t i v e  students.

fi. To c o n t i n u e  to e n c o u r a g e  the productive and positive working relation­

ship b e t ween the D e p a rtment of E d ucation and the Commissioner's Study 

Group o n  N a t i v e  Achievement.

6. The study gr o u p  also plans to address other educational concerns, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  in the areas of:

a. early c h ildhood

b. b i l i n g u a l / b i c u l t u r a l

c. p r o f e s s i o n a l  and paraprofessional develo p m e n t  and certification

d. the need for compiling and ca t a l o g i n g  the products of federally

funded progr a m s  such as Indian Education, J.O.M. and Title I

and B.I.A. data and resources.

e. e x a m i n a t i o n  of the continuance of Mt. Edgecumbe as a possible

s ec o n d a r y  optional alternative high school for all. rural Alaskan

s t u d e n t s .

7. To review and s u g gest recommendations for the Statewide Assessment Tests.

5. To recommend to the Commissioner that A l a s k a n  Native Educators be

a ppointed to serve on the A s s e ssment panels and Content Board for the 

E f fective Sch o o l i n g  recommendations.



**PLEASE NOTE**
*

THE ORGINAL FILE CONTAINS AN OVERSIZED DOCUMENT THAT 

IS UNSUITABLE FOR FILMING. PLEASE REFER TO THE ALASKA 

STATE ARCHIVES TO VIEW THE ORIGINAL.

■ /,/&77<r.

/_  lo S T e t / K o F  / }S S  CO aj
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Official Business

< A k s k a  j i t a t e  ^ l e j t s l a l u r ^

S e n a f e
Pouch VCharlie P a r r , Chairman

Terry Stimson, Vice-Chairman C n m m U f o a  State Capitol
Vic Fischer Committee on JuneaUf Alaaka 9SB11
Tim Kelly . .

Mike Collett. H e a l tH , ^ u c a f io n  &  Soc ia l  Se rv ic e s f f f lf S K

April J.5, 1982

Eleanor Weedman
Mt. Edgecunibe High School
Mt. Edgecumbe, AK 99835

Dear Ms. Weedman:

Your letter and enclosed speeches from Mt. Edgecumbe 
students arrived in my office.

The Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee 
completed a report for the legislature following our trip to 
Mt. Edgecumbe in March, and will have a hearing about the 
alternatives for Mt. Edgecumbe on April 19.

A House Bill will be considered at this meeting which would 
appropriate one million dollars to the Department of 
Education for a freshman class for 1982/1983.

Thank you for writing, and the students' speeches will be 
shared with Committee members at the hearing on Monday.

CHP:sr
Chairman
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M E M O R A N D U M  March 15, 1982

SUBJECT: Mt. Edgecumbe takeover

TO: Senator Charles H. Parr

FROM: Richard A. Bradley
Legislative Counsel

You have asked what the conditions on the takeover of the 
high school program at Mt. Edgecumbe would be. Would a 
contract or agreement have to be entered into, you asked.
Y o u  also asked whether the state could continue to limit 
enrollment to rural students.

I discussed this with Carole Burger in the governor's office 
and she advises that the BIA has agreed to operate the school 
for an additional school year, through the spring of 1983.
The conditions or the elements of transfer of the program 
seem accordingly rather remote; this is probably the fourth 
or fifth announcement of a closure of Mt. Edgecumbe in recent 
memory and yet it continues to survive. There had been reports 
earlier, Burger reports, that the incoming class this fall 
would be limited to continuing students; she reports that 
Lee Deramert, the superintendent (principal) at Edgecumbe 
reports that there will be no such limitation.

Mt-. Edgecumbe is apparently the only boarding school in the 
state. Questions as to whether it would be continued on the 
future takeover seem to need resolution before the question 
of the kind of student who will be admitted is addressed. I 
do not believe that anyone is thinking about that question 
now that the closure/takeover is being put off a year.

The answer to your question: could the state limit the 
enrollment to "rural students" is, of course, yes. But as 
suggested, since there is no regional school program presently 
in operation under a state program or multi-area REAA program, 
the method of its operation will necessarily await future
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Page 2
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proposals by the executive and future action and responses 
by the legislature. I understand from Burger that the REAA 
in Bethel is operating a summer college prep school program 
on a regional basis in Bethel during the summer; to her 
knowledge, that was the only state-supported regional school 
program but it is limited to students from a single REAA.

If I may assist further, please advise.

RAB:1jb



Official Business

Alaska B»tatc legislature
House of Representatives 

Albert P. Adams
Chairman 

Committee on Finance

M E M ORANDUM

WHILE IN SESSION 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3706
ANCHORAGE OFFICE 

1024 W. 6th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0615
HOME - D ISTRICT 21 

P.O. Box 271 
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752 

(907) 442-3320

TO : 

FROM:

DATE: 

S U B J :

House Finance Committee Members

Albert P. Adams, Chairm^i^/^'''' 
House Finance Committee / \J

March 26, 1982

F.B 812 Mt. Edgecumbe High School

Attached is a copy of a letter to the administration, faculty, 
staff, and students of Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

We have received eighty-five letters and five POM's in 
support of HB 812, which is currently in the House Finance 
Committee. These letters and POM's are available in my 
o f f i c e .

This demonstrates the strong statewide support for M t . 
Edgecumbe High School.

ATTACHMENT

cc: Senator Ferguson
Senator Parr
Representative Bettisworth 
Representative Fuller 
Representative Grussendorf 
Representative Haugen 
Representative Hurlbert 
Representative Martin

APA/dlk



Alaaka Btnts Slegtslature
House of Representatives 

Albert P. Adams
Chairman 

Committee on Finance
Official Business

March 24, 1982

WHiLE IN SESSION 
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3706
ANCHORAGE OFFICE 

1024 W. 6th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0615

TO:

HOME - D ISTRICT 21 
P.O. Box 271 

Kotzebue, Alaska 99752
The Administration, Faculty, Staff, and Students (907) 442-3320 
of Mt. Edgecumbe High School

I have received the letters and petition from students and 
Mr. Gale Fechik, asking for m y  support in keeping Mt. E d g e­
cumbe High School from being closed and allowing a freshman 
class next year.

We are working through legislation to ensure that there will 
be a freshman class next year, 1982-83. I fully agree that 
Mt. Edgecumbe is a valuable alternative to the village high 
school, especially beneficial for villages which don't have 
a high school.

Thank you for sending me the letters and petition. It will 
help me convince other legislators of the strong statewide 
support for Mt. Edgecumbe. I would suggest that you also 
contact the state representative and senator from your area, 
to urge them to support Mt. Edgecumbe as well.

Thanks again for your concern.

S i n c e r e l y ,
It
6? /

fert P. Adams, Chairman 
House Finance Committee

P.S. Special thanks to the following people who wrote letters

Olive Ahmaogak 
Vera Aiken 
Luki Akelkok 
Cecelia Alexie 
Cris Alexie 
Alice Allmond 
Paul Andrew’s 
Beady Barr 
Daniel Bergman 
Bertha Billy 
Blunka Blunka 
Barrow Brower

Rosemary Charles 
Charlie Charlie 
Harry Cheemuk 
Richard Cheemuk 
Olga Coffee 
Joe Coolidge 
Eleanor Custer 
Mary Lou Custer 
Josephine Davison 
Roseann Evan 
Jim George 
Jesse Gologergen
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Paul Guy 
Cindy Hamilton 
Steven Hjelm 
Rudy Hootch 
Daniel Hotch 
Joanne Hotch 
Caroline Ivanoff 
Varlaam Jackson 
Billy Joe 
Jacob Johnson 
Joe Johnson 
Vivian Johnson 
Herman Joseph 
Leroy Kanayurak 
Anna Kinegak 
June Koonaloak 
Tomi Lord 
Evan McCarr 
Sandra Merculief 
Kathy Miller 
Darlene Milligrock 
Brent Nelson 
Mike Nicolai 
Jackie Nothstine 
Martha Numnik 
William Okbaok 
Deborah Okitkon 
Sophie Olick 
Michele Oxereok

Evan Paul Jr.
John Penetac Jr. 
Daniel Peters 
Larry Philemonof 
Richard Pitka 
Michele Oxereok 
James Sabor 
Joel Saccheus 
Palassa Simeon 
Cynthia Sipary 
Gary Sipory 
Mike Slats 
Herman Solomon 
David Soolook Jr. 
Henry Soolook 
Larissa Spein 
Charlie Spud Jr. 
Cheryl Stine 
Leah Thompson 
Sharon Vent 
Brenda Walunga 
Janice Walunga 
Eleanor Weedman 
Natalia Weedman 
Frances Whalin 
Sandra Williams 
Martha Wood 
Sherri Yates 
Juliana Zacharof

Mr. Gale Fechik 
(Math Teacher)

APA/dlk



Chamber of Commerce, Inc.
March 15, 1982

Senator Charles Parr 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V (MS 31QO)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Parr:

Attached for your consideration is the Greater Sitka Chamber of 
Commerce's official position regarding the Mt. Kdgecuinbe High School.

Sincerely,

'jrf/ 'fa

Michael P. McCormack, 
President

PO ST OFFICE BOX 638 S I T K A ,  A L A S K A  99 83 5



GREATER SITKA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
POSITION PAPER 

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL

i The federal government has publicly indicated its desire to terminate its role in the
i education of Alaskan and ether Native students at Mt. Edgecumbe High School.

The Greater Sitka Chamber of Commerce concurs with this decision, believing that the 
education of all Alaska children is the responsibility of the State of Alaska as 

! mandated in the Constitution of the State. With these as givens, the Sitka Chamber
of Commerce submits the following recommendations for utilization of the Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School Facility.

OPTION A

It is the opinion of the Greater Sitka Chamber of Commerce that the Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School should continue as the facility for a boarding school for high school students 
from small and remote communities of Alaska. For 35 years, M.E.H.S. has provided a 
quality education to students that is not possible to equal in the remote and sparsely 
populated areas of our State. Since this is a posture that is widely accepted, a major 
issue therefore becomes that of economics.

In May of 1980, the Juneau Area Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, after a four- 
year long study, recommended that the mechanical systems of the various buildings be 
modernized, incorporating today's knowledge of efficiency in energy and manpower 
utilization. Further, that the major portions of the land holdings be released. At 
that time, it was the considered opinion of the Area personnel of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs that these changes in ohysical plant maintenance and utilization would produce 
a long-term one-third reduction in annual cost of education per student per year.

■j It is our opinion that given the facilities upgrade funding for M.E.H.S., the long­
term result would be more cost effective secondary education for rural Alaska students. 
This is especially true when comparing both educational a M  cost effectiveness of M.E.H.S 
with extremely small high schools in remote areas or the establishment of boardino 
schools throughout the State. A preponderance of people throughout the State havo 
stated a desire for the continuance of M.E.H.S. because of its educational capabilities, 
and the positive effect of cross cultural exposure to all of its students.

We further believe that if the State Department of Education would indicate a
willingness to continue the operation of M.E.H.S. as a boarding high school for rural
Alaska students, the State might well negotiate with the federal government for a single
sum settlement that would include funding for the upgrade and other modifications of 
the current buildings and grounds.

We feel that the State of Alaska Department of Education, well-aware of the impending 
closure of M.E.H.S., has not made a proper evaluation of the facility nor made an 

| apparent plan which would result in an orderly transition of the educational
responsibility.

THEREFORE, it is our recommendation that immediate steps be taken by the State to 
! evaluate the M.E.H.S. facilities and to negotiate with the Federal Government for a

settlement which would allow for the-possibility of continuing educational use.

i
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OPTION B

The closure of the Mt. Edgecumbe High School as a boarding high school will result 
in the abandonment of an established facility which has great value to rural Alaska 
secondary students. If there is a decision by the State of Alaska Department of 
Education to terminate use of the facilities of Mt. Edgecumbe as a secondary school, 
we recommend the following:

It has been noted by the Greater Sitk^ Chamber of Commerce that there is a substantial 
lack of post-secondary vocational education, especially in Southeast Alaska. A great 
number of young people, having completed high school, express a desire to remain in 
Alaska but find they are unable to enter the labor market due to their lack of skills 
needed by potential employers.

Conversations with industry leaders indicate that the majority of skilled job openings 
are being filled from the lower 48, leaving young Alaskans with unsuitable job 
opportunities, dependent upon welfare rolls, or face the decision to leave the State 
and enter an overcrowded labor market outside of Alaska.

We believe that the Mt. Edgecumbe facility offers an excellent facility and opportunity 
for the State of Alaska to conduct, post-secondary vocational education. The dormitory 
has fine facilities for students that are not Sitka residents, bakery and food service 
facilities are complete to provide food service and food service training. The large 
hangars provide unequaled areas for marine-related vocational training including 
carpentry and boat balding, welding and metals technology, and marine or land-based 
engine maintenance and repair. The Mt. Edgecumbe general classrooms could provide for 
an expansion of the secretarial, computer, and support classes for these programs.

In summary, we believe if a decision is made to not continue the operation of 
Mt. Edgecumbe facility as a boardir.g high school, that serious consideration should be 
made as to its feasibility as post-secondary vocational education usage. The future 
of our young Alaskans enjoying a skill compatible with the Alaska labor market should 
be the prime concern.

OPTION C

Transfer the entire parcel to the City and Borough of Sitka. The City and Borough 
of Sitka will in turn divide the property into residential or other lots for general 
sale.
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T h e  Sena te  Health, E d u c a t i o n  a n d  So c i a l  Ser vi ce s C o m m i t t e e  v i s i t e d  the  Mt. 

E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  o n  M a r c h  18, 1982. A l l  b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  the 

e d u c a t i o n a l  program, i n c l u d i n g  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  were- toured. A  m e e t i n g  w a s  held 

w i t h  a d m i n i s tr at or s, s t a f f  m e m b e r s  and cou ns e l o r s  p r e c e e d i n g  a q u e s t i o n  and 

a ns w e r  p e r i o d  w i t h  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

The  B o a r d i n g  fa ci lit y is a l a rge  c o m p l e x  of bu ildings, i n c l u d i n g  s e v er al  

c l a s s r o o m  structures, two  d o r m i t o r i e s  and  two h a n g a r s  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a doubl' 

g y m n a s i u m  and a v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  area( i n c l u d i n g  w o o d  shop, s h ee t metal, 

w e l d i n g  and aut o m ec h a n i c s ) .  In a d d i t i o n  t o  re qu i r e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o gr am s,  

the s ch o o l  o f f e r s  music, art, A l a s k a  and Na t i v e  studies, b u s i n e s s  education, 

psy c h o l o g y ,  n u t r i t i o n  and s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  au dio  v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g  a n d  a v i a t i o n  

education.

A l t h o u g h  the s tr uc t u r e s  ar e dated, they appear to be a t t r a c t i v e l y  m a i n t a i n e d

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  ha s be e n  e l i m i n a t e d  fr o m  federal fund in g for s t r u c t u r a l  up g r a d i n g  

for s e ve ral  years. A n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the facility wa s c o m p l e t e d  in 1979 by the 

B.I.A. and r eco mm en ds  over $23 m i l l i o n  (1982 dollars) to b r i n g  the b u i l d i n g  up 

to fire and l i f e / s a f e t y  codes.

The  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  b u d g e t  for 198 2 i nc l u d e d  $ 2, 79 5 , 4 5 1  for e d u c a t i o n  and  

$ 3 , 5 2 0 , 3 0 0  for facility m a n a g e m e n t ,  for a cost o f  $19,5 03  for e a c h  of the 

323 students.

The  re q u e s t e d  b u d g e t  for 82/83 is $3,565,400, r e f l e c t i n g  c l o s e - o u t  yea r 

o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s  and r e d u c e d  e n r o l l m e n t  through the e l i m i n a t i o n  of the 

freshman class
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• AUGUST

10 ---  Teachers R eturn Date

11 - Staff Meeting, Teachers, D o r m  P e r s o n n e l  and Counselors

12 --- Big Brother/Big Sister R eturn

19 ---  Students R eturn

20 - All Student Picnic/Flag F o o t b a l l  Jamboree (Sponsored b y  R e c r e a t i o n / D o r m s )

20-21   Registration

22 — —  Welcome Da n c e  (Student Council)

24i------- -Welcome Asse m b l y  (School Rules and Regulations) 8:00 A.M.

/
SEPTEMBER

I All Employee Staff M e e ting 4:15. P.M.

7 ---  Labor Day - Holiday

II ---  Freshmen Initiation by Seniors

15 ---  California Achievement Tests & ASVAB

16 ---  California Achievement Tests

22 ---  Mid-Quarter Progress Reports

OCTOBER

3--------  Cross - Country Meet At Juneau

5-9-----  Student Count Week

8--------  Staff M e e ting - Teachers, Do r m  Personnel and Counselors

12--- ---  Columbus Day - Holiday

14-------  Cheerleader Tryouts and Election

♦
• 18--- --- Alaska Day - No Holiday - Band p articipate in parade

' 4
23--- ---  End of First Quarter

29-30 —  SE Gir1 s Volleyball Tournament at Wrangell



2-6

6-7

6

Student Count W e e k

Sophomore Hop

S E  Honor Music Festival at Haines

I

11 Veteran's Day - Holiday

13-14 —  SE Swimming Tournament at P e t e r s b u r g

1 4  Carr'ival (sponsored by Boys and Girls Basketball teams)

26  . T h a n k s g i v i n g  Day - Holiday

DECE M B E R

5 - - - - Staff Meeting - Teachers, D o r m  P e rsonnel and Counselors 

11 - - - - Band and Choir W i n t e r  Concert

19 - Jan 5-Christmas Holiday

J ANUARY

1 - - - - N ew Year's Day - Holiday

5 ---  ---  End of Christmas Vacation - All students return to campus

15 ---  - End of First Semester - R e gistration

20 - - - - Report Card Day

FEBRUARY

1 -5    Student Count Week

9 ---  Staff M e e ting - Teachers, Dor m  Personnel and Counselors

16 ---  Mid - Q u a r t e r  Progress Report

17-20 —  SE Cirls-Boys Class B Basketball Tournament at Mt. Edg e c u m b e

22-----  Washi n g t o n ' s  Birthday - Holiday

23 ---  Founder's Day - 2:00 p.m. p r o gram in a u d i torium-No Holiday

25-26-27— "A" Basketball Tournament - Mt. Edgecumbe Gym

20 M i d - Q u a r t e r  Progress Reports



M A R C H  I

1 -  5  Student Count Week

4-6 ---  SE Girls Class A  Basketball T o u r n a m e n t  at P e t e r s b u r g

2-10 ---  Intramural Basketball T o u r n a m e n t  (Recreation)

12-13-.7—  F o r e i g n  Language Festival at Juneau ■ ; / ..

13--------  Senior .Prom

17   All Employee Meeting

19   End of 3rd Quarter

AP R I L

1-3 — r  SE Wrestling To u r n a m e n t  at Juneau

2 ---  Assembly - Student Council Elec t i o n

14 ---  Staff Meeting -  Teachers, D o r m  Per s o n n e l  and Counselors

16 ---  Spring Band and Choir Concert

1.7-19 —  State Wre s t l i n g  Tournament
»

20 ---  Mid Quarter Progress Report

21-22 —  California Achievement Tests

22-24 —  SE Music Festival at K e t c h i k a n  

24 ---  Junior/Senior Banquet

27   Thru M a y  15 - Softball Tournament (Recreation)

MAY

10-----  Final T e s ting Begins

16-----  Baccalaureate - Senior R e ception in Girls Dorm

17-21 - S E  Track Meet at Haines

18-----  Academic Award Banquet

20-----  Assembly by Senior Class - T A H E T A  presentation 1: 0 0  p.m.

21-----  Graduation - 10:00 A . M . •

Farewell Dance 

Student Travel Begins

28-29 State Tr a c k  Meet at Anchora: e



MT. EL'GPCUMBE HIGH SCHOOL

1931 - 1982

PURPOSE

T h e  primary p u r p o s e  o f  Mt. Edgecumbe. ■ High. School is to help.-its students .

fcirC

individual academic, social, and cultural needs.

S T ATEMENT O F  P H I L OSOPHY

Mt. Edg e c u m b e  High S chool exists to provide e ducational o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

N a t i v e  youth o f  Alaska. We b e l i e v e  it is the n a t u r a l  r i g h t  of m a n  to kno w  

himself, his relati o n s h i p  to others, and to gain an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  the 

w o r l d  of w h i c h  he lives. We recognize that m a n  requires a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  

t h a t  is caring, orderly, and supportive to d e v e l o p  h i s  i n b o r n  abilities.

O ur e ducational p u r p o s e  is to p r o v i d e  that enviro n m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  for 

intellectual and personal growth. Through a b a l a n c e d  prog r a m ,  Mt. E d g e­

cumbe High School will:

1. P r o vide instruction nec e s s a r y  to meet the i n d i v u d u a l  a bilities 

of each student.

2. Provide oppor t u n i t i e s  for students to d e v e l o p  a health self-imaye

3. S t r engthen basic educational skills and p r o v i d e  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

variety of courses to allow students to p u r s u e  i n d i v i d u a l  interests.

4. W e a v e  the N ative cultural background into s c h o o l  curriculum.

5. D e v e l o p  self-supporting, self-respecting c i t i z e n s  and leaders 

through student p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in school a c t i v i t i e s  a nd student 
government.

6. Provide opport u n t i e s  for wise and e n joyable use of leisure time.

7. T e a c h  skills and d e v e l o p  attitudes necessary f or h e althful living

0. E nsure students will h a v e  the o p p o r tunity to e x p e r i e n c e  pr e -  
caree and pre-vocational activities.

9. Enable students to acquire an appreciation of t h e  value, use, 

and conser v a t i o n  of our natural resources.

10. Provide for a continuing self-evaluation of t h e  total educat i o n a l  

program through total school community participation.

MT. EDGECUMSE HIGH S C H O O L  is located on Japonski Island in b e autiful and



across c n a r r o w  channel from the city of S i t k a . T h e  school b u i l d i n g s  and 

m e d i c a l  facilities are a part of the old Sitka Naval Air Station. In 1946 

they wer e  transferred to the D e p a r t m e n t  of the Interior. T h e  first students 

a rrive Febr u a r y  22, 1947 for enrollment: at school. In early years, enrollment 

r e a c h e d  n e a r l y  seven hundred. I n  recent years, enrollment h a s  averaged m o r e  

t han four hundred.

Mt. Edg e c u m b e  High S chool provides:

. 1. . A  comprehensive, secondary education.. '• . • |

• ■ ' • 2: ’A ’dormitory h o m e - l i v i n g  program, ’ • . ;V'"'*'-V .• • " V
■ 3. A  guidance program. * •• * * *

4. A planned recreational program.

5. A  p r c grsm of special educaticn.

6. A pre-vocational training program.

C o u r  es at Mt. E d gecumbe High S c hool are designed to satisfy the following 

stated goals:

1. Develop skills ir. readir.o, writing, listening, a nd speaking.

2. Develop a d e s i r e  for iearnirg r . x:d in the future.

3. Develop p r i d e  in work a n d  a feeling of self-worth.

4. D e v e l o p  skills for good m a n agement of m o n e y , property, and 

resources.

A C C R E D I T A T I O N : Mt. Edg e c u m b e  Hi g h  School i? accredited by the Nort h w e s t  

A s s o c i a t i o n  of Secondary ana lijgb School::.

A D M I N I S T R ATIVE SERVI C E S : A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  services h a n dles staff hiring,

travel, purchaser, of supplies and other fiscal matters.

IN S T K P CTICIw-I, S E R V I C E S : Instructional, services p r o v i d e s  a regular language

arts, social s t u d i e s , rar.hcinatics, and science prograjn. T e c h n i c a l  art s tu­

dents may enroll in general shop, carpentry, gas and diesel 

mechanics, and electricity. O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f:r o n - t h e - j o b  trai n i n g  in 
el e c t ricity and mechanics are available. Heme E conomies 

c o u r s e s  are oxtered ae all grade icvc-s-• y i n x n  o I  hc:ne e c onomics

is required. Advanced courses in food.? ..no r.uttit ion, clothing, and t e x­

tiles, housing, and nemo furnishing, child care, and family relations, are 

offered. Business education c o u r s e s  include typing, shorthand, office 

p r a c t i c e  and accounting. Also offered are art, chorus, band, piano, and 
physical education.

S T U D E N T  SERVICES is responsible for the home living p r o g r a m  for students. 

W h o l e s o m e  rr.er.ls, leisure time activities, j r e t e n t i o n , study hours, general 

he a l t h  and welfare, family relationships* and personal prob l e m s  are areas 
o f  responsibility of this department.

A:; excellent guidance staff is available: to serve the students and k e e p s  close 

contact with the parents. The guidance staff is responsible for e d u c a tional 

and vocational guidance, counseling students with special problems, und f o l l o w­

ing up on students w h o  have depa r t e d  due to graduation or o t h e r  reasons. In 

addition, the staff w o r k s  in areas of military enlistment, class scheduling, 

and student travel. Liaison with the Public Health Hospital and School 

C l i n i c  for continual good health and medical treatment for .students is a 

vital responsibility.

T h e  ultimate goal of Student Services is to assist Die stv.V.n.t to have a 
successful school experience.

-

■



A D M I S S I O N : M t . .Edgecumbe High School exists for s t u d e n t s  v?ith r e - f o u r t h

or more Native blood. Priority is given to stud e n t s  w h o  d o  not h i v e  

a high school in their o w n  village or area. A ll N a t i v e  students r r.ve 

the ri g h t  to apply for admission.

A p p l i c a t i o n s  are reviewed by the A d m i s s i o n  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  

are accepted or referred for other school placement. T h e  c o m m i t t e e  

attempts to base c.icisions on wh a t  rs bes t  for the a p p l i c a n t  and. the 

...school • c o m m u n i t y . -.y. | \ r r i - : -  /■: Cr.‘

The student's grade p l acement is determined by h is special ne e d s  and 

records.

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  High School serves students who h a v e  special needs and 
me e t  any of the following criteria:

1. O n e -fourth Indian blood for eligibility.

2. Students w h o  are 14-10 years o f  age, 3-4 y e a r s  b e h i n d  g r a d e  

level, and have completed eighth grade.

3. Student from o v e r  crowded schools.

4. Schools where there is.no secondary p r o g r a m  a v a i l a b l e  and 

w a l k i n g  distance to school is m o r e  than 1; m i l e s  a n d  no bus 

t r a n s p ortation provided.

5. Schools where programs and facilities do not a d e quately m e e t

the needs of the students as determined by the parents.

6. Stud e n t s  p resently enrolled at lit. E d g e rumba Hig h  School w h o  
w i s h  to return.

7. Social referrals.

R E GIST R A T I O N: Students registrar for classes at the b e g i n n i n g  o f  e a c h

ic;.:ectc.-r. Tnoy work with counselors in ;.*la:‘ning cl a s s  schedules to 

assure graduation requirements are met. All c l a s s  s c hedules mus t  b e  
approved by the* principal.

G R A D UAT I O N  REQ U I R E M E N T S : Twenty-one credits of p r o s c r i b e d  and e l e c t i v e

courses are required for graduation. The book of c o u r s e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  

lias a deta i l e d  explanation of graduation requirements.

GRADES: Lett'" grades are assigned for credit earned as follo.’s:

I\ - Excellent 94 - 100
13 - Above average 00 - 93
C - Average 70 - 07
D - Below average 70 - 77
F - Failing (no credit)

I - Incomplete

EFFORT: 0 - Outstanding

S - Satisfactory 

N - Needs Improvement 

U - Unsatisfactory



V'-V-.V

G R A D E S —  (continued)

’

A n y  classwork m issed because of an e x c u s e d  absence m u s t  be m a d e  u p  as soon 

as possible. Work missed b e c ause o f  an unexcuscd absence c annot be m a d e  up.

Mid-Qu a r t e r  appraisals are given to students and counselors to i nform th e m  

of wor k  that is not up to standard.

• •• ; ^ •• * ;v-: v  > • •
A s t u d e n t  whose wor k  is incomplete, at the end of the q u a r t e r  is g i v e n . a  p e r i o d  , _ 

of one week-after the beginning-‘cf ' t h e :n e x t  grading p e r i o d  :to”:show' prog r e s s  

in m a k i n g  up his work. Incomplete g rades which are not m a d e  up are changed 

to a failing grade (F).

REPORT C A R D S : R e p o r t  cards are issued each quarter. A  copy is sent to parents.

HONOR R O L L : There are four requirements for the Mt. E d g e c u m b e  Hig h  S chool Honor

Roll:

1. You cannot have a grade b e l o w  a C  in any required subject.

2. All grades must average 3.0 or more.

3. Your effort grades mu s t  a v e rage satisfactory.

4. You cannot be enrolled in remedial classes.

\

C LASS S T A NDING :

Sophomore

Junior'

Senior

5 credits 

10 credits 

15 credits

y/g.EDICTOni/o; AND S A L U T R T O R I A N : Traditionally, die valed i c t o r i a n  and

salutatorian of each graduating class are the two students h aving the 

highest grade point averages for the four years and have good citizenship. 

Tw e l v e  quarters m u t t  have b e e n  at Mt. Edg e c u m b e  High School. T h e  last two 

years must have been at Mt. Edgecumbe.

T R A N S C R I P T S : Transcripts are sent to educational institutions, employers,

and other agencies w h o  have requested them, only if p a r ents o f  students 

have signed a release of information form giving the school permission.

SCHO L A R S H I P S : Application for scholarships and grants are h a n dled by the

guidance department. Counselors can answer q u estions and give assistance 
to interested students.

STUDENT .PASSES: students without a pas s  are not to be admitted to class. A 

student entering class late or leaving early must p r e sent a p a s s  issued by 

the principal or the assistant principal. Those students not having a p a s s  are 

considered unexcused. Student passes to the dormitory during the academic 

day will be issued by the principal or assistant principal O N L Y . The same 

applies to student passes to the clinic except in an emergency.

IDENTIFICATION C A R D S : All students m u s t  have identification cards wit h  him/

her at all times. Students will use identification cardc for all a c ademic/ 

guidance and/or related activities. V i olation of school rules w h i c h  cause 

a student.to be ineligible for such activities with result in withholding 

of identification cards until eligibility is re-established. I dentification 
cards will be issued "free" during enrollment.
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D e s t r o y e d  o r  lo s t  c a r d s  v:ill b e  r e - i s s u e d  o n l y  on t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  

S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  O f f i c e r  o r  P r i n c i p a l .  R e - i s s u e d  c a r d s  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  

s t u d e n t  $2.00.

1. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s  an d a c t i v i t y  c a r d s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  f o r

. ad mi s s i o n  to inte.vscholastic a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S i t k a  a n d  Mt. E d g e c u m b e .

IDENTIFICATION CARDS—  (continued)

' ’ '2.': I d e n t i f i c a t i o n - c a r d s  m u s t  be" u s e d  t o  c h e c k  b u t  a n y  .re c r e a t i o n

' ’ e q u i p m e n t  •.■'••••••• :v  : ~ . c . - v . 1-;

?. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s  an d a p a s s  m u s t  be  u s e d  b e f o r e  g o i n g  o f f  

c&rnjpus* a

4. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  for c a s h i n g  c h e c k s .

5. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d s  m u s t  b e  u s e d  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  a n d  s o c i a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  o n  campus.

i.’OTE: Y o u r  a c t i v i t y  c a r d  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  as an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  card.

C L A S S  A T T E N D A N C E : S t u d e n t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to b e  p r e s e n t  a nd  p u n c t u a l  t o  al l

c l a s s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  the year.

E x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  - A n y  a b s e n c e  d u e  to a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  ili: -s

p e r s o n a l  e m e r g e n c y ,  or u r g e n t  c l i n i c  a p p o i n t m e n t s .

U n e x c u s od a b s e n c e s  - A n y  a b s e n c e  fo r w h i c h  a s t u d e n t  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a v a l i d  

e x c u s e .  ( E x a m p l e s : s l e e p i n g  in, g o i n g  t o  th e c l i n i c  w h e n  n o t  a u t h o r i s e d ,  

s k i p p i n g  class.)

A d m i t t a n c e  S l i p s  to c l a s s  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  by the p r i n c i p a l  o r  a s s i s t a n t  

p r i n c i p a l  w h o  i n d i c a t e  w h e t h e r  the a b s e n c e  is e x c u s e d  o r  u n e x c u s e d .

W o r k  m i s s e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  an e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e  is to b e  m a d e  up. W o r k  

m i s s e d  b e c a u s e  o f  an u n e x c u s e d  absence- c a n n o t  be m a d e  up. A l l  u n e x c u s e d  

a b s e n c e s  are to be m a d e  u p  b y  r e p o r t i n g  to the d e t e n t i o n  ro om . E i g h t  

d a y  r e s t r i c t i o n  for e a c h  u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e  wil l b e  e n f o r c e d .  A  s t u d e n t  

w h o  h a s  two o r  m o r e  u n e x c u s e d  a b s e n c e s  w i l l  be  Jr. d a n g e r  of  f a i l u r e  a n d / o r  

d i s m i s s a l  a f t e r  f o l l o w i n g  d ue p r o c e s s  p r o c e d u r e s .

Ar.y s t u d e n t  w h o  is t a r d y  w i l l  a t t e n d  d e t e n t i o n  2 h o u r s  at t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

d a y  t h e y  w o r e  tardy.

St ’.•■c.v Hall - S t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  n e a r  f a i l i n g  or need t o  m a k e  u p  w o r k  m a y  l a  

r e q u i r e d  to st a y  in the c l a s s r o o m  a f t e r  s c h o o l  and m a y  a l s o  b e  a s s i g n e d  

to s t u d y  h a l l  in th e d o r m i t o r y .  S t u d e n t s  m i s s i n g  a r e q u i r e d  s t u d y  h a l l  

w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  the sa m e  a s  m i s s i n g  a c l a s s  p e ri od . S t u d e n t s  w h o  m i s s  

a p p o i n t m e n t s  for a c a d e m i c  c o u n s e l i n g  w i l l  be c o u n t e d  as a b s e n t  w i t h  t h e  

s a m e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o l l o w e d  as for s k i p p i n g  class. A n y  s t u d e n t  a s s i g n e d  a s 

s e v e n t h  p e r i o d  c l a s s  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  to a t t e n d  and  all c l a s s  r u l e s  w i l l  

ap pl y.

T I T L E  I : T h e  T i t l e  1 p r o g r a m  p r o v i d e d  c o u r s e s  in d e v e l o p m e n t a l  r e a d i n g .

T h i s  c o u r s e  is for s t u d e n t s  w h o  h a v e  r e a d i n g  d e f i c i e n c i e s  a n d  a r e  r e a d i n g  

):_iov: gr.idr. level. I n d i v i d u a l i z e d  p r o g r a m s  .ire s t r u c t u r e d  to m e e t  s t u d e n t  

: v . .  A r e a s  of special e m p h a s i s  i n c l u d e  s p e e d  r e a d i n g , v o c a b u l a r y  enrich- 

\.c:k a t t a c h  s k i l l s  a n d  c r e a t i v e  v»iti;ig.



ME?.-.~V— T h e  l i b r a r y  is o p e n  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  s c h ool , d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  day, 

in t h e  e v e n i n g s ,  a n d  w e e k e n d s .  T h e  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t y  i n c l u d e s  a  m e d i a  c e n t e r  

f r o m  w h i c h  v i d e o  tapes, r a d i o s ,  f i l m  loo ps , a n d  m o v i e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s t u­

d e n t s  er.a state. .

S C H 3 - 1  S A N K — T c  e n c o u r a g e  g o o d  h a b i t s  o f  t h r i f t  a n d  m o n e y  m a n a g e m e n t ,  s t u­

d e n t s  are a d v i s e d  to use t h e  s c h o o l  b an k.  M o n e y  m a y  b e  d e p o s i t e d  o r  w i t h -  

• dra>“ a t  s c h e d u l e d  times. ’• \ .. - V- •

* . - • :’v.f v. -v*. *■' ■ . •* ,* . v *’•** % vr«r.*
F. ~ !'' .'.T C'.T'ICf— S t u d e n t s  m a y  p i c k  u p  m a i l  at  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  d u r i n g  the. 

n o o n  ho.:.- a n d  a f t e r  school, E n v e l o p e s  a n d  s t a m p s  m a y  b e  p u r c h a s e d  thcr<"* ari 

a l e t t - r  d r o p  is p r o v i d e d  f o r  m a i l i n g  le tt er s.

M o n e y  o r d e r s  m a y  b e  p u r c h a s e d  and p a c k a g e s  m a i l e d  a t  t h e  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  b r a n c h ,

l o c a t e d  near  t h e  U.S. C o a s t  G u a r d  dock.

PUPI.ICATIONS- - T h e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c l a s s  p u b l i s h e s  t h e  y e a r b o o k ,  " T A H E T A " . S t u­

rt 3 : .. . o r d e r  th e T A M V A  :.t the s a m e  t ine t he y  p u r c h a s e  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y

c a r C, Th e c o s t  o:. the TAriEI.-: -..ill be d e t e r m i n e d  p r i o r  t o  s t u d e n t s  r e t u r n i n g

to s c h o o l .

R A D I O  S T A T I O N — Th e s cho o l  o p e r a t e s  an  F M  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  w h i c h  b r o a d c a s t s

d u r i n g  the s c h o o l  year.

STLTA::.T U.;i c :: A N D  s c h o o l  S I O R Z — T h e  s t u d e n t  u n i o n  is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  b a s e m e n t

of t h e  a u d i to riu m.  Pool t a b les , p i n g  p o n g  t a b l e s  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  g a m e s  o f

s k i l l  are a v a i l a b l e .

T h e  s c h o o l  s t o r e  is l o c a t e d  in hie s t u d e n t  union. S c h o o l  s u p p l i e s  and

s w e e t s  m a y  L e  p u r c h a s e d  there.

T h e  s t ’jeant u n i o n  i s  o p e n  f r o m  . AGO p.m. t o  G : 3d p. m .  o n  Vvee ko ay s. V’ecJicnos 

and  h o l i d a y s  it is o p e n  f r o m  1:00  p.m. to 1 1 : 3 0  p.m.

M O V iZ £ — M o v i e s  a re  s h o w n  in  t h e  s c h o o l  a u d i t o r i u m  u n d e r  .the s p o n s o r s h i p  

of  s:uud-_r.t C o u n c i l .  C o n s u l t  the w e e k l y  a c t i v i t y  c a l e n d a r  f o r  t im e s ,  

m o v i e  titles, and a d m i s s i o n  c ha rge s.

W O R N  -flTTY PP.OCiRAS--s t u c c r t s  o v e r  a g e  16 m a y  g a i n  w o r k  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  e a r n  

m o n e y  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in t h i s  p r o g r a m .  T h e  W o r k  S t u d y  C o o r d i n a t o r  v.'ill 

a s s i ? c  you in m a k i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  to w o r k  for a b u s i n e s s  o r  a g e n c y  in  th e 

Mt. 1 l a e c um bo -Si  rl-a area, i-.'cr.; h o u r s  v a r y  l.ut m u s t  be  s c h e d u l e d  a f t e r  

schcr. 1 cr o n  w e e k e n d s .  A  s t u d e n t  m a y  w o r k  ten h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  u n d e r  t h i s  

p r o g r a m .

C A M ? L~£ V I S I T O R S — A l l  perscr.s v i s i t i n g  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  c a m p u s  d u r i n g  

s c h o o l  h o u r s  m u s t  first c h e c k  w i t h  the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  o f f i c e  t o  b e  i s s u e d  

a p a s s .  D u r i n g  w e e k e n d s  ar.d e v e n i n g  h o u r s  v i s i t o r s  m u s t  f i r s t  c h e c k  w i t h  

the r e s p e c t i v e  girls' ar.d boys' d o r m i t o r y  m a n a g e r  w h e r e  t h e y  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  

a t e m p o r a r y  v i s i t o r ' s  pass. V i s i t o r s  cn c a m p u s  m u s t  a b i d e  b y  all r u l e s  and 

r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  Mt. ndgccv.rr.be Hi g h  S c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  are  e x p e c t e d  t o  fo l l o w .  

V i o l a t o r s  m a y  be r e m o v e d  b y  s e c u r i t y  g u a r d s  ar.d' m a y  be b a r r e d  f r o m  the c a m p u s  

for t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  the y-uar.

■::>5 £ 1 7 a :. V I S I T I N G — V i s i t i n g  h o u r s  a r e  3: 0 0  to 5:00 p.m. a n d  7 : 0 0  uo 8 : 3 0  p.m.

. M l  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  a p a s s  to v i s i t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .
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P O O D  S E R V I C E : F o o d  s e r v i c e  e m p l o y e e s  a s s i s t  s t u d e n t s  i n  l e a r n i n g  to  p e r f o r m

r o u t i n e  d u t i e s  i n  the k i t c h e n  and  d i n i n g  room. S t u d e n t s  w i l l  n o t  b e  d i s­

m i s s e d  f r o m  c l a s s e s  e a r l y  f o r  n o o n  d e t a i l  a n d  a re  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  b e i n g  o n  

t i m e  t o  c l a s s e s  a f t e r  lun ch . I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  s u p p l i e s  r e f r e s h­

m e n t s  f o r  s o c i a l  af fa ir s,  o u t i n g s ,  a n d  s p e c i a l  p a r t i e s .  S t a f f  w i l l  i n s t r u c t  

s t u d e n t s  in p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  s p e c i a l  r e f r e s h m e n t s .  R e q u e s t s  for 

s p e c i a l  r e f r e s h m e n t s  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  f i v e  d a y s  in a dva n c e .  

C o m p l e t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  m a y  b e  f ou nd  in E I A  S t a t i o n  M e m o r a n d u m  Wo. 7 6- 17 

d a t e d  J u l y  23, 1976. . . ^ • •

O U T S I D E  A C T I V I T I E S : "• ‘ -'T ■■ •

1. T h e  a c t i v i t y  c r  f i e l d  t r i p  s p o n s o r  o r  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  i s  to g i v e  e a c h  

s r u d e n c  a L e a v e - S i i p  F o r m  M E - 1 0 1  at  l e a s t  o n e  w e e k  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s c h e d u l e d  

d e p a r t u r e  of t h a t  a c t i v i t y  o r  f i e l d  trip. F o r m s  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  

R e g i s t r a r ' s  o f f i c e .  T h e  s t u d e n t  o r  s t u d e n t s  ar e r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  e ac h  

t e a c h e r s '  an d d o r m  s t a f f  s i g n a t u r e  o n  the form. T h e  f o r m  i s  t h e n  r e t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  s p o n s o r  o r  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  w h o  w i l l  t h e n  c l e a r  the  l e a v e  t h r o u g h  

t h e  cissistant p r i n c i p a l .

T h e  s t u d e n t  w i l l  not b e  c o n s i d e r e d  e x c u s e d  fr o m  h i s  s c h e d u l e d  c l a s s  o r  

c l a s s e s  for the p u r p o s e  o f  h a v i n g  the f o r m  sign ed . W o  s t u d e n t  w i l l  

p a r t i c i p a t e  in  a f ie ld t r i p  u n l e s s  h e / s h e  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  F o r m  M E - 1 0 1 .

2. T h e  a c t i v i t y  or f i e l d  t r i p  s p o n s o r  o r  p e r s o n  in c h a r g e  is to r u n  a 

n o t i c e  in the D a i l y  B u l l e t i n  o n  the  d a y  o f  the a c t i v i t y  l i s t i n g  the 

s t u d e n t s  wh o h a v e  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  for the t r i p  o r  a c t i v i t y .

3. F i n a l l y  e a c h  p r o c e s s e d  f o r m  is t o  be r e t u r n e d  tc  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l .

A. T r i p s :  h  s t u d e n t  w h o  c o m m i t s  i n f r a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  n m a j o r  school rule

w i l l  n o t  be p e r m i t t e d  to t r a v e l  on a n y  s c h o ; l  s p o n s o r e d  t r i p s  for a p e r i o d  

o f  30 days.

E a c h  s t a f f  m e m b e r  and s t u d e n t  m u s t  f o l l o w  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h  S c h o o l  A c t i v i t y  

7vss.c~ie.Lion r u l e s  of e l i g i b i l i t y  first, t h i s  p o l i c y  s e co nd , a n d  t h e n  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  r u l e s  cf e a c h  s p o n s o r  cr p e r s o n  in charge.

S T o D E M T  A C T I V I T Y  C A R D :

T h e  s t u d e n t  act; ity c a r d  a d m i t s  s t u d e n t s  to s c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  a t h e l t i c  

a c t i v i t i e s  at Mt. E d g e c u m b e  Hig h  S c h o o l  a n d  S i t k a  H i g h  S c h o o l .

T h e  a c t i v i t y  c a r d  c o s t s  S l‘l. 00  an d is p u r c h a s e d  b y  th e s t u d e n t  at the 

b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  school year. It is. g o o d  fcr t h e  e n t i r e  s c h o o l  year.

T h e  a c t i v i t y  c a r d  is a l s o  g o o d  fcr c e r t a i n  s p e c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s p o n s o r e d  

by  the s t u d e n t  council.

T h i s  a c t i v i t y  c a r d  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  t he  s t u d e n t  to a t t e n d  S o u t h e a s t  

/association t o u r n a m e n t s  o r  s p e c i a l  t o u r n a m e n t s  f re e  of  char ge.

SCH3PI. C L T M I C  POT 7.DIES A D D  P R O C E D U R E S : ' T h e  Mt. Edgecur.be H i g h  S c h o o l  c l i n i c  

is s t a f f e d  a n d  administe: rd b y  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a s  p a r t  o f  the 

h o s p i t a l  pr og ra m.  All s t u d e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  a p a s s  to v i s i t  the clinic. C l i n i c  

h o u r s  a r e  7:30 a.n. M o n d a y  t h r o u g h  Frith y an d c l o s e s  w h a n  t h e  last p a t i e n t  is 

c a m  o r  about 5 : 0 0  p.m. S t u d e n t s  a r e  not scor d a r i n g  c l a s s  ti m e  u n l e s s  they 

a r e  s .n t  w t h  a p a s s  f r o m  the  p r i n c i p a l  o r  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  or h av e  a 

s p e c i a l  a p p o i n t m e n t  to 'see th e d o c t o r  or d e n t i s t  as l i s t e d  in the d a i l y  

beJioti."..
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SCHOOL CLINIC POLICIES AND PROCEDURES— (Continued)

B e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  c l a s s  ho urs , d o r m i t o r y  s t a f f  w i l l  i s s u e  p a s s e s .

T h e  c l i n i c  h a n d l e s  all h e a l t h  p r o b l e m s  and p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s .  E v e r y  

s c u d e n t  is e x a m i n e d  at l e a s e  o n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r  a n d  i s  c h e c k e d  fo r 

unr.pectec p r o b l e m s .  A  h e a l t h  c o n f e r e n c e  is  h e l d  w i t h  e a c h  f r e s h m e n  

ar.d s e n i o r  to r e v i e w  h i s  m e c i c a l  hi st o r y .  T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  i s  p e r s o n a l  

ar.d c o n f i d e n t i a l .  ..... . ..... • . . ...

• • ■ .. • ’ • .\ * - £ » • .  1 
iiOHOK D O R M I T O R I E S : ’ Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  h?;s - d e v e l o p e d . p r e f e r r e d  '•'••• 

d o r m i t o r y  s y s t e m s  o u t s i d e  t h e  m a i n  f a c i l i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  c a l l e d  h o n o r  

t.ormitories a n d  h o n o r  r e s i d e n c e  halls. T h e y  f e a t u r e  a  d e g r e e  o f  p r i v a c y  

a n d  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  n o t  p o s s i b l e  in t h e  m a i n  d o r m i t o r y .  S u p e r i o r  

c i t i z e n s  from  a n y  c l a s s  n a y  l i v e  t h e r e  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  c h a r a c t e r­

is t i c s  of r e s p o n s i b l e  c i t i z e n s h i p .  P r e f e r e n c e  is g i v e n  to  j u n i o r s  and  

seniors.

D o n o r  d o r m i t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  arc: g o o d  g r a d e s  a n d  g o o d  c i t i z e n s h i p .

H o n o r  d o r m  s t u d e n t s  a r e  not  s u b j e c t  to  the  6 : 0 0  p.m. c u r f e w  b u t  

m u s t  a b i d e  b y  t h e  c i t y  curfew .

S T U D E N T  C L U B S  A N D  O R G A N I Z A T I O N S : S t u d e n t s  m a y  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l

d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  on camp us :

H o n o r  S o c i e t y : S c h o l a r s h i p ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  a n d  s e r v i c e  a r e  th e four

c r i t e r i a  for m e m b e r s h i p .  L a c k  o f  g o o d  c i t s c n s h i p  w i l l  b a r  a  g o o d  s c h o l a r  

fro m m e m b e r s h i p .  N o m i n a t i o n s  for m e m b e r s h i p  a r e  m a d e  b y  t h e  f ac ult y.

S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l : T h i s  is on  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  e l e c t e d  fr o m  c l a s s e s

w h i c h  s e r v e s  as l i a i s o n  b e t w e e n  the s t u d e n t  b o d y  arid s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

M a n y  sc h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  ar e s p o n s o r e d  b y  the a s s o c i a t i o n .  E l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r

is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  cnc m o n t h  b e f o r e  the en d of school.

P e p  Club: T h i s  c l u b  is a s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h o s e  f u n c t i o n  is to p r o­

mo t e  s c h o o l  spirit.

M a t  M a i d s: T h i s  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s s i s t s  the w r e s t l i n g  p r o g r a m .

L c t t e r m a n 1s C l ub: A t h l e t e s  w h o  h a v e  e a r n e d  a l e t t e r  "E" a r e  e l i g i b l e  for

th i s  club. L c t t e r m a n  e x h i b i t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  

and 1 0 0 r% effort.



M O T E : E a c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m u s t  s u b m i t  a p l a n  o f  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ' s  

o f f i c e  for a p p r o v a l .  N o  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m a y  o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  a n  a p p r o v e d  p l a n  

o f  o p e r a t i o n .  F o r m s  m a y  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  principal'.s o f f i c e .

R U L E S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N

T o  p r o v i d e  a s a f e  a n d  w h o l e s o m e  l i v i n g  p l a c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s ,  r u l e s  of

b e h a v i o r  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d .  T h e s e  rul es,  if o b s e r v e d ,  w i l l  p r o t e c t  t h e

.righcs .of all. . School^ administration 'with t h e  .lit... Edgecumbe../School ;Board:;,,

h a v e - d e f i n e d  t h e s e  r u l e s  a n d  hav.e d e v e l o p e d  'consequences-'for isreaking-'tliem^-.’'- * A

T h e  s t a f f  w i l l  m a k e  a s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  t o  h e l p  y o u  l e a r n  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u­

la t i o n s .  I t  i s  y o u r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e s e  

r u l e s  an d r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  a bide b y  them.

A n y  a c t  w h i c h  w i l l  e n d a n g e r  the h e a l t h  o r  s a f e t y  o f  s e l f  a n d / o r  o t h e r s  

c a n  b e  g r o u n d s  f o r  e x p u l s i o n  by t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  co un c i l .

C o m p l e t e  d e t a i l s  are c o n t a i n e d  in th e " S t u d e n t  C o d e  o f  R i g h t s  a n d  R e s p o n­

s i b i l i t i e s . "  . ;
, l

O F F  L I M I T  A R E A S

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  a r e  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  o f f  l i m i t s  u n l e s s  s p e c i a l  p e r­

m i s s i o n  p a s s e s  a r e  issued:

1. P r i v a t e  h o m e s

2. A i r p o r t  a nd  c a u s e w a y

3. L o i t e r i n g  o n  J o h n  O ' C o n n e l l  E r i d g e  (bri dg e t o  Sitka)

4. P US H o s p i t a l

5. C i t y  o f  S i t k a

6. Girls' r e s i d e n c e  h a l l s ( f o r  boys)

7. Boys' r e s i d e n c e  h a l l s  (for girls)

3. S h e l d o n  J a c k s o n  C o l l e g e

9. All b o a t  h a r b o r s  in S i t k a  an d Mt. E d g e c u m b e

10. All w a t e r  t o w e r  tanks.

11. U.S. C o a s t  G u a r d  Base

12. F i r e  e s c a p e s

13. All h o t e l s

14. All  b a r s  and l i q u o r  s t o r e s

15. W o o d e d  a r e a s  b e t w e e n  the boys' a n d  gir ls'  d o r m s

T i E  C A R  TEE* 3 N E A R  T H E  H O S P I T A L  IS O F F  L I N T S  f r o m  6 : 0 0  .a.m. to  3: 0 0  p.m.,

M O N D A Y  T H R O U G H  FRIDAY.

5 0 Y / G I R L  B E H A V I O R

S t u d e n t s  are e x p e c t e d  to  u s e  go o d  t a s t e  in t h e i r  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a f f e c t i o n  f or  

o n e  a n o t h e r .  P u b l i c  d i s p l a y s  of a f f e c t i o n  c h e a p e n  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

a n d  p r e s e n t  a p o o r  i ma ge o f  y o u r s e l f  a n d  the school .

S M O K T N G / C H E W I N O

.It is the p o l i c y  of  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  Sc ho ol  to s t r o n g l y  d i s c o u r a g e  a n y  u s e  

o f  t ob a c c o .  Cnev.’ing ar.d s m o ki ng a r c  not a l l o w e d  in c l a s s r o o m s .
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H o w e v e r ,  i n  o r d e r  to  p r o m o t e  s a f e t y  and r e d u c e  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  l i t t e r ,  t h e  

u s e  o f  t o b a c c o  is a l l o w e d  o n l y  i n  the  f o l l o w i n g  d e s i g n a t e d  a r e a s  o n  campus:

1. T h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  girls' d o r m i t o r i e s ,  f r o n t - s i d e .

2. N e x t  t o  the  b u n k e r  at t h e  v s t  e n d  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  b u i l d i n g .

3. T h o s e  a r e a s  i n s i d e  t h e  g: r . d o r m i t o r y  w h i c h  m a y  b e  d e s i g n a t e d  

and n a r k e d  as s m o k i n g  areas.

4.. T h o s e  ar ea s i n s i c e  the boys' -mitory w h i c h  .may b e  d e s i g n a t e d  -^ . .y.

and  m a r k e d  as s m o k i n g  areas. . . --c • • ’

'.-'S.-'-.-Otner a r e a s  .may b s  d e s i g n a t e d  . ' •••.'• <• . y  • ••* •

A l a s k a  c r i m i n a l  law s t a t e s  "It is u n l a w f u l  to sell, e x c h a n g e ,  o r  g i v e  

ci g a r e t t e s ,  c i ga rs , o r  t o b a c c o  t o  a p e r s o n  u n d e r  t h e  a ge  o f  18 y e a r s . "

(Sec. I l . e0. 08 0)  S m o k i n g  o n  B u r e a u  p r o p e r t y  b y  p e r s o n s  17 y e a r s  o f  

a g e  o r  under, i s  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d .

A L C O H O L  AN D D R U G S

T h e  use ,  p o s s e s s i o n ,  c r  s;2e c f  a l c o h o l  an d d r u g s  is s t r i c t l y  f o r b i d d e n  a t  

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  Sc h o o l .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  f a i l  to c o o p e r a t e  in t h e s e  m a t t e r s  

w i l l  b e  s u b j e c t  to d i s m i s s a l .

EXPl'LSIO:; A N D  S U S P E N S I O N

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  f u l l y  i n t e n d s  to f o l l o w  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  d u e  

p r o c e s s  in m a t t e r s  w h i c h  i n v o l v e  circur.*.sits-.tvs w h i c h  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  s t u d e n t  

d i s m i s s”! . A  p o l i c y  h a s  b een d e v e l o p e d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  all t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  

of  d u e  p roc es s.  G u i d a n c e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  s t a f f  a r e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  o f  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  and a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  fur i n s t r u c t i n g  s t u d e n t s  in  m a t t e r s  o f  d i s m i s s a l .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  school is in t he p o s i t i o n  w h e r e i n  it c a n n o t  p r o t e c t  a 

s t u d e n t  from local, state, a n d  lecleral l a w s . it: s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  s t u d e n t s

b r o a k  e x i s t i n g  laws, aat»y;. .'-..ty b e  t a k e n  by law e n f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s  

a n d  t h e  courts. T;,o scbuo*. va. 11 w o r k  w i t h  t h o s e  a g e n c i e s  to see t h a t  

j u s t i c e  is done. T h e  sch ool  w i l l  also  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for s e e i n g  t h a t  

s t u de nt s'  r i g h t s  are n e t  v i o l a t e d .

ELIGIBILITY FPL ACTIVITIES

Mt. E o g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  is a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S o u t h e a s t  A l a s k a  A c t i v i t i e s  A s s o c­

ia t i o n  and f o l l o w s  the rules o f  t h e  SEA.A f or  b o t h  m a l e  an d f e m a l e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

In  a d d i t i o n  to t h e s e  r u l e s  the school h a s  r u l e s  w i t h i n  the S E A A A  rul es .

Mt. E d g e c u m b e  Hig h  S c h o o l  p a r t i c i p a t e s  in the f o l l o w i n g  i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  

a c t i v i t i e s :

C r o s s  C o u n t r y  - b o y s  a n d  g i r l s

T r a c k  a n d  F i e l d  - b o y s  a n d  g i r l s

V o l l e y b a l l  -gir.l.s

W r e s t l i n g  - b o y s

F r e s h m e n  B a s k e t b a l l  - b o y s  and  g i r l s

B a s k e t b a l l  (Varsity f. J7) - b o y s  a n d  g i r l s



C h e e r l o a d i n g  

H o n o r  B a n d  

n a t i v e  O l y m p i c s

S . E .  Tilaska Jiusic F e s t i v a l  

B o x i n g

- b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  

- b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  

-boy's a n d  g i r l s  

- b o y s  a n d  g i r l s  

- b o y s

E l i g ib i l i t y  r e l a t e d  to g rades: T o  be  e l i g i b l e  f c r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in

s c h e d u l e d  e v e n t s  s a n c t i o n e d  b y  t h e  5 E A A A  s t u d e n t s  m u s t  be:

1. P r o p e r l y  r e g i s t e r e d .

2. E n r o l l e d  in a m i n i m u m  o f  6 c r e d i t  c o u r s e s .

3. A t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l  r e g u l a r l y  (as j u d g e d  b y  t h e  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l ) .

4. H a v e  p a s s i n g  g r a d e s  in f i v e  (5) s u b j e c t s  w h i c h  c a r r y  g r a d u a t i o n

T o  be e l i g i b l e  f o r  s c h o o l  s p o n s o r e d  o r  a u t h o r i s e d  t r i p s  ( f i e l d  tri ps ) 

a t h l e t i c  t r i p s ,  b a n d  a n c  c h o r u s  tri ps,  etc) s t u d e n t s  m u s t  b e :

1. P a s s i n g  al l c l a s s e s  at t h e  t i m e  e l i g i b i l i t y  d a t a  i s  c o l l e c t e d .  

E l i g i b i l i t y  sign o u t  s l i p s  w i l l  b e  ci re ul  i'.tcd b y  p r o s p e c t i v e  t r i p  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  the w e e k  b e f o r e  t h e  t r i p  i s  s c h e d u l e d .

2. C l e a r e d  b y  t h e  d o r m i t o r y  a s  a c c e p t a b l e  to t r a v e l .

3. S t u d e n t s  w i l l  t r a v e l  w h o  are:

E l i g i b i l i t y  s l i p s  w i l l  b e  p r o c e s s e d  t h r o u g h  the. d o r m s ,  k i t c h e n ,  a n d  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l s '  o f f i c e .  T h e  a s s i s t a n t  p r i n c i p a l  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  e l i g i b i l i t y  

f o r  t r i p s  f r o m  th e e l i g i b i l i t y  s l i p  d ata.

T r a i n i n g R u l e s : S t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  in intcrscholr.nt-.ic a c t i v i t i e s  a r

r.rt to m o  d r u g s  o r  i n t o x i c a n t s  o f  a n y  kind. The; A l a s k a  H i g h  

S c h o o l  A c t i v i t i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  rc-eognizcs a n d  s u p p o r t s  t h e s e  r ul e s .

P e n a l l y for B r e a k i n g  E u ler:: S u s p e n s i o n  f r o m  i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  c o m p e t i t i o n

w i l l  f o l l o w  w h e n  it is d i s c o v e r e d  any  p a r t i c i p a n t  b r e a k s  t h e s e  rul es .

Lrr.gth c f  r u s c c n s i o n : S u s p e n s i o n  w i l l  l a s t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s e a s o n  o f  a n

a c t i v i t y  f r o m  w h i c h  th e p a r t i c i p a n t  is s u s p e n d e d . A  s po r  ;or m a y  i m p o s e  

a s u s p e n s i o n  p e r i o d  to f o l l o w  t h e  e n d i n g  o f  a s p o r t  s e a s o n ,  b u t  n o t  to  

e x c e e d  t w e n t y  (20) d a y s  f r o m  t h e  t im e  t h e  i n f r a c t i o n  w a s  d o c u m e n t e d .

A c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  S u s p e n s i o n : A t h l e t e s  w h o  a r e  s u s p e n d e d  o r  w h o  a r e  i n­

e l i g i b l e  for a n y  o t h e r  r e a s o n  m a y  c o n t i n u e  p r a c t i c e s  o r  " i n t e r s a u a d "  

c o m p e t i t i o n .  N o  p a r t i c i p a n t  is a l l o w e d  to c o m p e t e  i n t e r s e h o l a s t i c a l l y  

u n t i l  s u s p e n s i o n  ti m e  h a s  passes.

T r a i ni r.g E ] i c ibi 1 i t y ; Q u e s t i o n s  o n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  e l i g i b i l i t y  

a r c  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  s p ec ia l h e a r i n g s  a t t e n d e d  b y  the  d i r e c t o r s ,  c o a c h e s ,

a. In d a n g e r  o f  fa il ur e.

b. F o i l i n g  at. ti m e  o f  i n t e n d e d  t r a v e l

c. D e h i n d  in c l a s s w o r k .



E L I G I S I U T Y  F O R  A C T I V I T I E S —  (continued)

■• ̂ /..- • •.•:.• •■ ••'‘•- ■•'•.•• •'■• '&<■ ■
S H O i t I N o / C H E W I N G — Use  o f  t a b a c c o  is a p r o b l e m  d e a l t  w i t h  b y  i n d i v i d u a l  c o a c h e s .  

A t h l e t e s  w h o  c a n n o t  s t o p  u s i n g  t o b a c c o  d u r i n g  a s p o r t  s e a s o n  m a y  b e  s u s p e n d e d  

d u r i n g  t h a t  s e a s o n  by t he  coach.

D U E  P R O C E S S — A n y  s u s p e n s i o n  m u s t  b e  b a s e d  o n  d o c u m e n t e d  e v i d e n c e  as  o u t l i n e d  

in t h e  S t u d e n t  C o d e  of R i g h t s  a n d  R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a d o p t e d  b y  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  

H i g h  S c h o o l .

A W A R D S  f . . V ' a - . ' *  * v :  •* ' c  *

\ - - r • A c a d e m i c  A w a r d s -j-All. s t u d e n t’s a n d ' - t e a c h e r s 1 bno.uid'-be'-aware- o u t s t a n d i n g  ’s t u d e n t s

a r e  cc b e  s e l e c t e d  to r e c e i v e  a n n u a l  a c a d e m i c  a w a r d s .  P i n  a w a r d s  ar e gi ve n .  ’

E a c h  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  set s p e c i a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  a w a r d  w i n n e r .  T h i s  

c r i t e r i a  i n c l u d e s  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  d e p e n d a b i l i t y ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d  in g e n e r a l ,  

d o i n g  m o r e  t h a n  is c-xpected. T e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  be  p r e p a r e d  to m a k e  n o m i n a t i o n s  

a n d  h e l p  in select io n.

O n e  a w a r d  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  in e a c h  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  areas:

E n g l i s h  Boys' P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n

B u s i n e s s  Girls' P h y s i c a l  Educt.tion

R e a d i n g  M u s i c

S o c i a l  S t u d i e s  H o m e  E c o n o m i c s

M a t h e m a t i c s  T e c h n i c a l  A r t s

S c i e n c e  A r t

A n  A w a r d s  B a n q u e t  is h e l d  in  the s p r ing . A  department, m a y  e l e c t  n o t  to m a k e  

an a w a r d  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s c h o o l  y e a r  i f  no s t u d e n t  q u a l i f i e s .

A t h l e t i c  A w a r d s — A t h l e t i c  a w a r d s  a r e  e a r n e d  uix>n c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  s p o r t s  

seas on.  C e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  m u s t  b e  m e t  b y  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  I n d i v i d u a l  c o a c h e s  

w i l l  a n n o u n c e  t h e  c ri teria. L e t t e r  a w a r d s  m a y  b e  e a r n e d  in al l i n t e r s c h o l a s t i c  

a c t i v i t i e s .  A n  awa rd s b a n q u e t  is h o l d  i n  the s p r ing .

B and A/ward s— L e t t e r  a w a r d s  a r e  e a r n e d  b y  b a n c  m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  m e t  all  r e q u i r e­

men t s .  A l e t t e r  is p r e s e n t e d  the f i r s t  y e a r  w i t h  b a r s  a d d e d  for  a d d i t i o n a l  

years. A n  A w a r d s  B a n q u e t  is held i n  th e spring.

M T . EDIEClviAE S C H O O L  B O A R D - - T h e  s ch o o l  b o a r d  c o n s i s t s  o f  e l e c t e d  p a r e n t s  of 

Mu. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  Sc h o o l  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  e a c h  of t h e  f ive d i s t r i c t s  in /ilaska 

and  m e e t  q u a r t e r l y  at Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  School.

T h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  also s e r v e s  as th e P a r e n t  A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  for T i t l e  I.

MT. EJCECPy.BE H I G H  S C H O O L  M A N A G E M E N T

L e R o y  D e m m e r t  

V i c t o r  S c h m i d t  

L a w r e n c e  E. W e l c h

J i l l  L s r a h  
A l b e r t  W i l s o n  

Gil T r u i t t

E d u c a t i o n  P r o g r a m  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r  

P r i n c i p a l

S t u d e n t  S e r v i c e s  O f f i c e r
r u c i l i c y  .Manager 

A s s i s t a n t  P r i n c i o a l
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• E A R T H Q U A K E :  I f  a q u a k e  o c c u r s ,  i s  o f  m a j o r  p r o p o r t i o n ,  a n d  is i n  t h e

i m m e d i a t e  area, D O  E O T  w a i t  for  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t o  e v a c u a t e ,  b u t  p r o c e e d  

t o  h i g h e r  g r o u n d  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  u s i n g  t h e  f i r e  e s c a p e  r o u t e s .

i*
T H E R M A L  B L A S T : I f  o u t s i d e ,  f i n d  t h e  n e a r e s t  c o v e r  a n d  s t a y  t h e r e  u n t i l  '

t h e  b l a s t  s h o c k  w a v e s  h e a t  b l a s t  h a v e  p a s s e d  o v er . I f  t h e r e  is  n o  c o v e r ,  

t r y  t o  fin d a h o l e  in t h e  g r o u n d  c r  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  a n d  k e e p  d own.

.. W h e n  a l l  .events d e s c r i b e d  h a v e  .taken p l a c e ,  ;repember^.to t r y  .-and get. .under-.;.,...

> .V,lv‘s 6 m e t h i H g ; a ■ 'fced.r'.'a-‘'de =k ,1-t'abl e , -or' the' •like?; o-If' rib hid •' 6 f  ° t h e  Se': ate' '■'&vki'£r : y * v-'r \ H  v  -* 

ab le , t h e n  s i c  d o w n  cr. tks floor, kr.eos up, s p r e a d  y o u r  k n e e s  a n d  p u t  

y o u r  h a n d s  b e h i n d  y o u r  h e a d  a n d  i n t e r l o c k  y o u r  h a n d s  a n d  p l a c e  y o u r  

h e a d  b e t w e e n  y o u r  k n e e s .  H o l d  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t i l  i t  i s  s a f e  to r i s e .

B u t t o n  co l l a r ,  s l e e v e s ,  tie p a n t s  l e g s  t o  a n k l e s  a n d  a f t e r  e x p o s u r e  

s h o w e r  i m m e d i a t e l y .

I F  S T U D E N T S  A R E  IK D O R M I T O R I E S : P e r s o n n e l  on  d u t y  w i l l  a w a k e n  s t u d e n t s

a n d  s u p e r v i s e  d r e s s i n g .  H a v e  e a c h  s t u d e n t  t a k e  a b l a n k e t  a n d  t h e n  p r o ­

c e e d  t o  h i g h e r  g r o u n d  u s i n g  e v a c u a t i o n  r o u te s.

N A T U R A L  D I S A S T E R  SIGEAL5J • !

A L E R T : T h r e e  (3) a l t e r n a t i n g  l o n g  a n d  s h o r t  s i g n a l s  o n  t h e  s i r e n  o f  ;

3 t o  5 m i n u t e s  d u r a t i o n  each.

A L L  Cir7-R: T h r e e  (3) o n e  m i n u t e  b l a s t s  s e p a r t a t e d  b y  2 m i n u t e s  o f  s i l e n c e .

(All c l e a r  is t h e  s a m e  as f o r  a N a t u r a l  D i s a s t e r ) . ,
# •

F I R E  S I G N A L : T w o  (2) b l a s t s  of t h e  s i r e n  at t h e  p o w e r h o u s e .  T h e  a l l  c l e a r  

in  s o u n d e d  b y  t w o  (2) 15 s e c o n d  b l a s t s .  ••
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W h a t  w i l l  b e c o m e  o f  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  p r o p e r t y  s ho u l d  the s c h o o l  fin d n o  o t h e r  

r e s o u r c e s  is u ncertain. O w n e r s h i p  is w i t h  the I n d i a n  H e a l t h  Se rvi ce , b u t  

d i s p o s a l  w o u l d  o c c u r  t h r o u g h  the B u r e a u  o f  L a n d  M a n a g e m e n t ,  p r e s u m a b l y  

f o l l o w i n g  a m e t h o d  g i v i n g  federa l a g e n c i e s  first p r i o r i t y  a n d  t h e n  n a t i v e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

A l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n e g o t i a t i o n  for t u r n i n g  th e 37 B.I.A. d a y  s c h o o l s  

o v e r  to the D e p a r t m e n t  of  E d u c a t i o n  has o c c u r e d  in the p a s t  year, nn  m b  h 

d i s c u s s i o n ^  o v e r  the future of Mt. E d g e c u m b e  h a v e  b e e n  included. Uncertaintky 

o v e r  the s cho o l ' s  c o n t i n u a n c e  ha s b s e n  b l a m e d  for d e c r e a s i n g  e nr ol l m e n t s .  At 

this time, no f re sh men  w i l l  be  a d m i t t e d  th i s  fall, w i t h  c l o s u r e  c e r t a i n  

to  fo l l o w  the t e r m i n a t i o n  of the 1 9 8 2/ 83 sch oo l year.

The S en a t e  HESS  C o m m i t t e e  r e c e i v e d  a p e t i t i o n  si g n e d  b y  183 s t u d en ts,  and 

51 letters in suppo rt  of the c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  Mt. Ed ’ecumbe. D i s c u s s i o n  wi t h  

t h e  st ud ent s r e v e a l e d  m an y  reasons, s i m i l a r  to tho se  n o t e d  by  a ll  students, 

for a t t e n d i n g  the school, as w e l l  as a d e s i r e  to c o m p l e t e  their e d u c a t i o n  

in the p l a c e  o f  t h e i r  choice w i t h  the o p t i o n  o p e n  for t h e i r  y o u n g e r  si blings 

in the future.

O p t i o n s  for Mt. Edgecumbe:

1. C l o s u r e

2. C o n t r a c t  w i t h  N a t i v e  O r gan iz at io n(s ) to o p e r a t e  the school.

3. C o n t r a c t  w i t h  the state to o p e r a t e  the school. iK-

4. E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  b o a r d i n g  school.

5. E x p a n s i o n  of  b o a r d i n g  h o m e  program.

y  KEbM- OF/AJiOAl O D F tv/FFF  3 /
iUtfr ffte 5Cfo£c fyucp  £//»>'/£& &  /z&szsftF yn/azy/y.s y///fFu^A. 

y\w- n o M  l4£UJS/dn uJ-rucD C/eartt/ t/totoJe ^ 7^ 3Mt>7i7UT?'oAJ.



/  T h e  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  b u d g e t  fo r 19 8 2  i n c l u d e d  $ 2 , 7 9 5 , 4 5 1  for e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

$ 3 , 5 2 0 , 8 0 0  for f a c i l i t y  m a n a g e m e n t ,  for a  c o s t  o f  $ 1 9 , 5 0 3  f o r  e a c h  o f  th e 

323 students.

T h e  r e q u e s t e d  b u d g e t  for  8 2 / 0 3  is $ 3 , 5 6 5, 40 0,  r e f l e c t i n g  c l o s e - o u t  y e a r

o p e r a t i o n a l  c os ts  a n d  r e d u c e d  e n r o l l m e n t  t h r o u g h  the e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  the

f r e s h m a n  class. I n c l u d e d  in t h i s  b u d g e t  is -tr a n sp o r t a t i o n - m o n ey for- s t u d e n t ^  T"'a ve~ ' 
K  i c U u l  and b^ck 

prov-irdpd to and- frc>.n qrhnnl- nn a y ^ar-iy  H a cj-c r and  f o r  e m e r gen ci es .

According to f e d er al  p o l i c y ,  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  the  I n t e r i o r  m u s e  in su r e  that 

A l a s k a  N a t i v e  e n t i t i e s  e x e r c i s e  s e l f - c o n t r o l  in all a s p e c t s  o f  the e d u c a t i o n  process. 

A l a s k a  n a t i v e s  have th e r i g h t  t o  e l e c t  t o  c l o s e  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  or  c o n t r a c t  for

B.I.A. services.

25 C F R  P a r t  3 1 a . 4, " T h e  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  for I n d i a n  

A f f a i r s  t h r o u g h  t he  D i r e c t o r  s h a l l . . . (3) e n s u r e  th a t  

I n d i a n  T r i b e s  a n d  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  e n t i t i e s  f ul ly  e x e r c i s e  

s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  in plan nin g,  p r i o r i t y  

setting, d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a n a g e m e n t ,  o peration, s t a f f i n g  

and e v a l u a t i o n  in all  a s p e c t s  of  the  e d u c a t i o n  p r o ces s" .

However, the d e c i s i o n  to c l o s e  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  was m a d e  in the a b s e n c e  of 

n a t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and h as  b e e n  -obo e r v p d  b y  some to-rH'idxcate a t e r m i n a t i o n

o f  the f e d e r a l - N a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  So m e  e n t i t i e s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  a g r e e d  to  this 

t e r m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  t u r n o v e r  of local s c h o o l s  to the state.

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  had s c h e d u l e d  a h e a r i n g  before,the S e n a t e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e  

o n  M a r c h  19 " . . . t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  the p l a n s ^ f o r  an o r d e r l y  t r a n s i t i o n  a n d  for 

u p g r a d i n g  and 

w a s  c a n c e l l e d

Natu ral ly , m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  is c e n t e r e d  o n  the f ut u r e  o f  the d a y  s c h o o l s  -afar fahi-g 

fetmn s ince the two o p t i o n s  o f f e r e d  the s t a t e  w i l l  c l o s e  most, if n o t  all of  the 

sc ho ol s,  f o l l ow in g the 1 9 8 1 / 8 2  s c h o o l  year. (Note: 10 o f  the d a y  s c hoo ls  have

a l r e a d y  n o t i f i e d  the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  to t r a n s f e r  to 

th e s ta te  scho ol  s y s t e m ) .

ft M C lM fr - 2 S * *  -/rtru 7//tsm w  7tD AAo
rt/iCt?cL kM-Vlc /fat# <’&#/£' / t lx p  7/<û  37 d a y
Joedcu/±& 7/̂ u/ do /7a/7dc. ^
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r<^ a ir  o f  the f a c i l i t i e s . "  D u e  to the S e n a t o r ' s  illness, this m e e t i n g  

has  b e e n  r e s c h e d u l e d  aiMbfenmriuauN. J •



a v a r i e t y  o f  u r b a n  a n d  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  w i t h  h e a v i e s t  e n r o l l m e n t s  f r o m
■

n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h c e n t r a l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  state. N e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s

s t u d e n t s  come fro m  the B e t h e l  area. - ^ V
m t  ^

P a r e n t s  an d s t u d e n t s  h a v e  i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  c r i t e r i a .for a t t e n d a n ce as:

i s o l a t i o n  at home, s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  m o r e  c u r r i c u l u m  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c o u p l e d

w i t h  a c o m p e t i t i v e  a t m o s p h e r e  a n d  a c a d e m i c  a c hi eve me nt s.  A l s o  n o t e d
eiinr j p f w j / I  sj

w a s  a p e r c e p t i o n  of  -better a c c e s s  t o  a l c o h o l  a n d  d r u g s A com b i n e d - w i t h  I c>c 8 \
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in p u b l i c  school s. M a n y  s tu d e n t s  a ls o  c o m e  fr o m  fa mi l i e s  

/
w h o s e  p a s t  g e n e r a t i o n s  h a v e  a t t e n d e d  Mt. Edge cum be , a n d  v i e w  the s c h o o l  as 

a  t r a d i t i o n a l  H e r e  the n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  f inds t h e m e l v e s  in 

s i t u a t i o n  in a s k i n g  for the c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  Mt. E dg ec u m b e ,  o n l y  a f e w  y e a r s  

a f t e r  d e m a n d i n g  a v i l l a g e  h i g h  s c h o o l  program. W h i l e  lo ca l s c h o o l s  s ti ll  

h a v e  p r i o ri ty , it s e e m s  th a t  a b o a r d i n g  sc h o o l  is a n e c e s s a r y  o p t i o n  for

M 'fis  **’f \TV- '"v /-v/v,v*:y. >, ?£/>/&.:„• ja. RtPSr-rfrSrt , / tr>r,
so m e  stu de nt s a n d  families. ^ T h e  s u c c e s s  r at e  o f  M E H S  g r a d u a t e s  in h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  is 50%, c o m p a r e d  to 31% for local schools. T h i s  may, h owe ve r,  

in di c a t e  that st ud e n t s  w i t h  a c a d e m i c  a s p i r a t i o n s  are m o r e  l i k e l y  to a p p l y  

to MEHS. A  s i g n i f i c a n t  f ac t o r  at the  b o a r d i n g  sch oo l is an  a t m o s p h e r e  

d e m a n d i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a nd s e l f  control. A d u l t  s taf f a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on 

a 24 h o u r  b a si s a n d  c o u n s e l o r s  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  st ud e n t s  in an o n g o i n g  b as is  

to d e - e m p h a s i z e  cu lt u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i;,prove s o c i a l i z a t i o n  s k i l l s  and 

e n c o u r a g e  h e a l t h y  liv i n g  h a bi ts . A l c o h o l  f.nd d ru g  p r o b l e m s  d o  occur, but  

the  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to de a l  w i t h  t h es e areas,..and the v a r i e t y  of  

r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s u p p l y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  for th e students' energy.

The B.I.A. ha3 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  the O f f - R e s e r v a t i o n  B o a r d i n g  S c h o o l  S t u d y  

s u g g e s t e d  n e g o t i a t i o n  .^through the s t a t e  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  n a t i v e  groups, the 

a b s o r p t i o n  of stu d e n t s  to o t h e r  al t e r n a t i v e s .  B.I.A. d o c u m e n t s  s h o w  

the o n l y  o p t i o n  for Mt  E d g e c u m b e  s t u d e n t s  to be the s tate b o a r d i n g  sc h o o l  

pr og r a m ,  whi le  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t ha t  s o m e  o n r o l l e e s  are d r o p  o u t s  fro m the state 

pr og ra m,  and that the A l a s k a  N a t i v e  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  s tu dy s h o w e d  a 66% 

d r o p  out  rate for n at i v e  s t u d e n t s  in p u b l i c  schools. I n  a d d it io n, e v i d e n c e  

has  s h ow n that n at i v e  s t u d e n t s  w h o  t r a n s f e r  from A n c h o r a g e  s c h o o l s  d o  no t gra du at e 

fr o m  an y o t h e r  school in the state. Th i s  s a m e  o p t i o n  r e m a i n s  for 3t ud e n t 3  

i n d i c a t i n g  an i n a b ili ty  to c o p e  w i t h  the p u b l i c  school s y s t e m  a n d  so ci al 

re a so ns  for a t t e n d a n c e  at Mt. Edgecu mbe .

A 1980 survey i n d i c a t e d  that h a l f  of  the MEIIS s t u d e n t s  come f rom v il lag es  

w h e r e  there is no high school, o r  o n l y  d ^ r t i a l  scho ol  that  doe s  no t incl ude  

t h e i r  g r a d e  level. T he  small i n c r e a s e  o f  s tud e n t s  to v i l l a g e  s c h o o l s  w o u l d  not 

g e n e r a t e  s u f f i c i e n t  r e ven ue  to p r o v i d e  v a r i a t i o n  and c u r r i c u l u m  e x p a n s i o n  in 

local s c ho ols  in any  w a y  e q u a l  to MEHS.

In c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  the b o a r d i n g  s ch o o l  option, s i g n i f i c a n t  p l a n n i n g  time 

m u s t  be a l l o c a t e d  to a c c o m p l i s h  the t r a n s i t i o n  an d a l lo w p l a c e m e n t  for the



The  f e d er al g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  n o t i f i e d  the s t at e th a t  Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  

w i l l  b e  c lo s e d  a ft er  t h e  1 9 8 2 - 1 9 8 3  s cho o l  year. As a p r e p e r a t o r y  step, the 

s ch o o l  ha s b e e n  t o l d  n o t  to e n r o l l  any f i rst -y ea r st ud e n t s  in th a t  year. A 

n u m b e r  o f  p e r s o n s  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  that  the state s h o u l d  t ake o v e r  the school.

T o  i n f o r m  its m e m b e r s  a n d  the S en a t e  £t large, the S e n a t e  Health, E d u c a t i o n  

and S oc i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  v i s i t e d  the scho ol  o n  M a r c h  18, 1982. All  

b u i l d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p rogram, i n c l u d i n g  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  w e r e  

toured. T h e  C o m m i t t e e  m e t  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  and c o u n s e l o r s  

an d l at er  w i t h  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

T h e  school, a W o r l d  W a r  II n a v a l  station, is a large c o m p l e x  of b u i l d i n g s  

w h i c h  i n cl ud e seve ra l c l a s s r o o m  st ru ctures, t wo  d o r m i t o r i e s  and two h a nga rs  

c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a d o u b l e  g y m n a s i u m  an d a v o c a t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  a r e a ( i n c l u d i n g  

w o o d  shop, sheet metal, w e l d i n g  a n d  a u t o  m ec ha ni cs) .

A l t h o u g h  the s t r u c t u r e s  a re  dated, they a pp e a r  to be  w e l l  m a i n t a i n e d .  Mt. 

E d g e c u m b e  has bee n e l i m i n a t e d  for s e v e r a l  y ea rs  from  f e d e r a l  f u nd in g for 

s t r u c t u r a l  upgrading. A n  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the facility, c o m p l e t e d  in 1979 by the

B.I.A., r ec om m e n d s  o v e r  $23 m i l l i o n ( i n  1982 dollars) to b r i n g  the b u i l d i n g s  

in c l u d e d  in the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  p l a n  ap to fire and l i f e / s a f e t y  codes.

B e c a u s e  the c o m p l e x  is so large and r eq ui re s o p e r a t i o n  o f  u t i l i t i e s  for 

the w h o l e  i s l a n d ( p r o v i d e d  on a c o n t r a c t u a l  basis w i t h  the PH S hospi ta l),  there 

are s i g n i f i c a n t  d e m a n d s  on  h u m a n  and  f i n a nc ia l resources. The  h i g h  cost  of 

o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  s p a w n e d  the C o m p r e h e n s i v e  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  Plan 

d r a f t e d  by the B.I.A. J.r 1980. T h e  p l a n  r e duc ed  the size o f  the installation, 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c i n g  o p e r a t i o n a l  funding t h r o u g h  e l i m i n a t i o n  of 3 taff 

h o u s i n g  and road m a i n t e n a n c e .  Pa r t  o f  this area  ha s been  c o n v e y e d  to s h o e  

Ait:ka and p l a n s  are u n d e r w a y  for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a n e w  boa t  h a r b o r  near  th e 

school.

S t a f f  has b e e n  d e c r e a s e d  in r e c e n t  years. T h e r e  are n o w  135 total e m p l o y e e s  

in e d u c a t i o n  and fac lity m a n a g e m e n t ,  m o s t  o f  th e m  local hire. The B.I.A. 

p r e d i c t s  no federal o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for reh ir e for these employe- s d u e  to 

m a s s i v e  p e r s o n n e l  c u t - b a c k s  nation wi de.  E d u c a t i o n a l  staff, h ow eve r,  m a y  

buy into  15 y ea rs  o f  the s ta te  r e t i r e m e n t  p la n  if hired. T h e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  

w h o  m e t  w i t h  the c o m m i t t e e  g a v e  an impre si ve  o v e r v i e w  of the school. J.i 

a d d i t i o n  to re qui re d e d u c a t i o n a l  pr o g r a m s ,  the s ch o o l  o f f e r s  art, mus ic ,

A l a s k a  and n at i v e  s tu dies, b u s i n e s s  education, psy c h o l o g y ,  n u t r i t i o n  and 

so ci al i z a t i o n ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l  t r a i n i n g  an d a v i a t i o n  education.



Official Business

Alaska i£>tate l̂egislature
House of Representatives 

Albert P. Adams
Cha irm an  

Comm ittee on Finance 
April , 1982

The Honorable Charlie Parr 
Alaska State Senate

Dear Senator Parr:

W H ILE  IN  SESS ION 
Pouch V  

State Capito l 
Juneau, ^'aska 99811 

(90?) -<65-3706
A N C H O R A G E  O FF IC E  

1024 W . 6th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0615
H O M E  - D ISTR ICT  "1 

P .O . Box 271 
Kotiebue, Alaska 99752 

(907) 442-3320

1 recently r e c e i rrr 5 a copy of the Senate Health, Education 
and Social Services Committee's report on Mt. Edgecumbe High 
School. The report is generally good, but I would like to 
suggest one correction at this time. The Report gives an 
average operating cost per student of $19,503 for this 
school year. This figure is based on a budget of $6,315,751, 
and a current student population of 323. Since some attri­
tion occurs during the school year, it would be more accurate 
to use an average student population for the whole vear. 
According co Icroy Demmert, Superintendent of Mt. Edgecumbe,
360 is a good average for the current school year. Using 
this figure, the cost per student would be $17,500.

I would also like to point out that Mt. Edgecumbe's consolida­
tion/renovation plan would reduce operating costs considerably. 
The energy efficiency of the buildings would be improved, 
and the number of buildings would be reduced by combining 
more functions in the renovated buildings. Following imple­
mentation of the plan, Mt. Edgecumbe would be able to accom­
odate 500 students at an average annual cost of $10,400 per 
student (1982 dollars). Approximately 85% of Mt. Edgecumbe's 
students come from areas served by REAA's, which had an 
average annual cost per student of $9,261 in FY 81. Hence,
Mt. Edgecumbe's cost of providing a quality education to 
rural students w^uld be close to the mean. Considering that 
Mt. Edgecumbe is a boarding school which must provide travel, 
housing and supervision 7 days a week, its cost per student 
would compare very favorably with the costs of other high 
schools serving rural students.

If Mt. Edgecumbe were to be aquired by the State of Alaska, 
the state should negotiate with the federal government to 
receive th. surplus land and buildings associated with the 
school. The proceeds from their sale could then be used to 
defray the capital costs involved in the consolidation/reno­
vation pJan.

Although the federal government established Mt. Edgecumbe t > 
provide education for Alaskan Natives, if the state were to 
acquire Mt. Edgecumbe, this racial criterion could not be 
used in determining student eligibility. The question then 
becomes, should the state continue to make this unique 
educational environment available to Alaska's students.



Senator Parr 
April 8, 1982 
Page 2

I urge you to schedule Senate Bill 844, which would create 
the Mt. Edgecumbe Regional Education Attendance Area, for a 
hearing in your committee as soon as j)ossible. At this 
point, Mt. Edgecumbe is expected to operate for one more 
school year, but without a f r e s h e n  class. It behooves the 
Alaska Legislature to make a decision cn this issue this 
year, so that if the state decides to operate Mt. Edgecumbe, 
the school can avoid planning for shut down, and begin 
planning their future instead.

Sincerely.

House Finance Committee Mt. Edgecumbe Task Force

Bette Cato, Chair

Hc'use of_ Representatives House Rules Committee

House of Representatives House of Representatives

cc: Senator Terry Stimson
Senator Mike Colletta 
Senator Vic Fischer 
Senator Tim Kelly

APA/wlr
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Anchorage Da ily  News Thursday, April 29, 1982

Sen. Stevens questions BIA officials about planned transfers of schools
’<• By PAT THORNE
**' Daily News correspondent

WASHINGTON -  A laska 
Sep. Ted Stevens asked a lot 
o f questions Wednesday but 
got few answers from  the 
Bureau o f Indian A ffa irs  on 
plans to transfer 16 o f A las­
k a ’s B IA  day schools to the 
state next year.
. Stevens chaired a hearing 

o f the JJenate Appropriations 
In te r io r  Subcommittee and 
used the opportunity to g rill 
Assistant In te rio r Secretary 
Kenneth L. Sm ith and other 
B IA  offic ia ls on the planned 
transfers.

Sm ith denied that A laska 
was being singled out by the 
transfer plans, although he 
admitted that the 16 A laska 
transfers are the on ly such 
actions planned in the system 
next year.

"A laska has an agreement 
to phase day schools out o f 
the federal system. We have 
ju st accelerated the tran s ­
fe rs," he said.

"We’d have transferred a 
lesser amount in 1983 any­
way," Stevens said.

The B IA  head s a id , the 
transfer actions were prompt­

ed main ly to achieve budget 
savings in 1983.

Stevens said B IA  reports in 
1981 indicated that despite a 
drop in enrollment in B IA  
schools, teaching and admin­
istrative staffs increased.

"Why have you not looked 
into making savings in that 
area?" he asked

"We have programmed a. 
decrease in employees and 
teachers this year fo r 1983," 
said Deputy B IA  Assistant 
Kenneth Payton.

But Stevens received no 
answer when he asked, "A las­
kans w ill bear their fa ir  share 
o f cuts, but why are there no 
transfers outside o f A laska 
and just in A laska?”

He also received an apolo­
gy from  Smith a fte r he said 
p rio r agreements required a 
consultation with the states 
on policy changes and chal­
lenged the B IA  fo r rescinding

agreements w ithout p rio r no­
tifications, especially to A las­
k a ’s congressional delegation.

Stevens demanded an ex­
planation o f savings that the 
B IA  contended the day school 
transfers would achieve. He 
said estim ates revea l the 
transfers would cost $2 m il­
lion more than the cost of 
operating the schools in 1983.

The B IA  o f f ic ia ls  cou ld 
produce no figures, but prom­
ised to submit an accounting 
later. They explained that fig­
ures being used fo r calcula­
tions are estimates.

Stevens said he understood 
some figures had been provid­
ed the Senate Select Commit­
tee on Indian A ffa irs .

This prompted Sen. Mark 
Andrews, R-N.D. and chair­
man o f Se lect Comm ittee 
hearings, to say the B IA  was 
"beating around the bush" 
and had not provided 4 he 
requested figures.

B IA  offic ia ls promised the 
figures Within three days. The 
offic ia ls said they not aware 
o f p rio r agreements, cited by 
Steve"4*, that provided the 
B IA  woul^ comply with fire 
and safety code? on a ll facili­
ties before transferring them

to the states.
"Have you read the agree­

ment?" Stevens asked.
“ No," Sm ith answered.
"Y o u ’ re lu c k y ,"  Stevens 

said. " I f  you worked at In te­
r io r when I was there, you 
wouldn’t be there tom orrow .”

Smith, when asked i f  the 
B IA  would fu lf i l l  an agree­
ment to upgrade the facilities, 
said the agency w ill continue 
to upgrade five o f the schools. 
"We have no money a fte r 
that," he said.

Citing a state estimate o f 
$7.3 m illion to upgrade the 
schools, Stevens said, " I t ’s 
appalling you disregard the 
codes anywhere."
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FROM: ARCHIE S.. ANDREW
TUNTUL I IL IAK ,  AK. 99680 
OR ‘
C/0 MT* EDGECUMBE H .S .  
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835'

Y.."

966-9677 (SCHOOL)

I  WANT THE FRESHMAN CLASS TO ENTER FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR OF 8">-qq r m a m t  r n  

™ E M H A V E  an EDUCATION L IK E  I  D ID  AROUND HERE. I  HAD MORE SUBJECT- tS t u t ? 
SCHOOL THAN AT HOME. AND THAT HELPS ME TO PLAN AHEAD FOR MY CAREER OR m Se -
J l . JU J».

FROM: CHRISTINE KIVQLK 
GENERAL DELIVERY  
NEW STUGAHOK, ALASKA 99636

OR
C/0 MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835 966-2210 (DORM)

I  FErEL THAT THE CLASS OF ’ 86 SHOULD HAVE THE CHANCE TO ATTEND M I .  EDGECUMBE 
BECAUSE IT  WOULD BE A PLEASURE FOR THEM AS IT  WAS FOR-ME, LEARNING TO BECOME

c SELF-

1 •
r  [

F R O M :
• V IV IAN JOHNSON, PRESIDENT 

MT. EDGECUMBE STUDENT COUNCIL 
MEHS
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835 966-2203

l-. . .-EL THAT ) IS \LR/ IMPORTANT THAT A FRESHMAN CLASS BE Ai I OWED TO ENT!rr 
MY, EDGECUMBE >:rGR THE 1982-33 SCHOOL YEAR. THE OPPORTUNITY T0~ATTEND 
MT. EDGECUMBE SHOULD BE THERE FOR ALL ALASKAN STUDENTS. . PASSING HP 81 "> WTL’ 
BE AN EXCELLENT INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE OF ALASKA '
'IPM,

r ROM: ELIZABETH GOODMAN 
BOX 4 -564
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. C,6-2988

. L'KGE :^SS C OF MB s i  2, THE WEED FOR MT. EDGECOMBE TO BE KEF"" IN  OPERA T?.: ; 
■ - f-.S . '• (IS. j..\o IODA. A AS I.T WAS 35 YEARS ACC1. kkAL! ' At .T '!' TM.'' p- •Tr;'Vr  " 
EDUCATIONAL TPPORTUN 371 E.v. HOOTCH S Li, LOSS t «HCT , ... y ... j  „; - ’
TUN I  T IES  ON' A PAR WITH URBAN SCHOOLS. I I.MiC ......  r v  v  ■ m:-s X,.„-‘ '

FROM

« .  • iw 11. . .: \ .

PC BOX 3MEMS
BE'. ME! AK . 99559 GRMT. EDGECUMBE, AK . 99835

I  WOULD LOVE TO SEE FRESHMEN HAVE A CHANCE TO COME MERE NEXT YEAR, IN  THE 
YEAN OF "'«•£ 83. IT  WOULD BE NO FUN WITHOUT FRESHMEN. I F  THEY COULD GO 
70 S O C C H E R E  THEY WOULD LEARN TO BE AWAY AND DEPEND ON THEMSELVES. SOME 
PLACES TCS’ T EVEN HAVE HIGH SCHOOL AND WHEEL LAN THEY GO TO SCHOOL?

*
M  re

'RE D: A I... EYE C . MILL I  CROCK MEHS
L I  TLE • IDMEDE, ALASKA 99762 OR MT. EDGECUMBE, AK * 99835

• uc;;: ; i f  . :py  i m p o r t a n t  f o p  t h e  f r e s h m e n  to  c o m e  to  m t . e d g e c u m b e
,j : ; r  :;T A CF>EAT OPPORTUNITY TO RECE IVE  THE KIND OF EDUCATION 

” : r  WELL T  PRERAPE "HEM FOR THE FUTURE. I  STRONGLY SUPPORT HOUSE B IL L  8 1 S . 
’’ FRES L: SHOULD HAVE A CHANCE TO COME TO MT. EDGECUMBE.
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TO: SENATOR PARR

FROM: GABRIEL OLICKMEHS
TUNTUTULIAK, AK. 99680 OR MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99335

DEAR S IR :

I F  MT. EDGECUMBE HAS NO FRESHMEN, I T  WILL BE BORING AND SOME OF THE VILLAGES 
DON'T HAVE SCHOOLS. WHERE WILL THEY GO? THEY WON'T LEARN WITHOUT SCHOOL.
WE NEED FRESHMEN.

SINCERELY,

GABRIEL OLICK
***

FROM: ELIZABETH GUYMEHS
KWETHLUK, ALASKA 99621 OR MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835

I  FEEL THAT THE FRESHMAN CLASS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO COME TO MT. EDGECUMBE 
FOR 1982-83.

I* i

I  WANT THEM TO HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO HAVE EXPERIENCES L IKE  T HAD. I T  LULL 
TEACH THEM TO MAKE A L IV IN G  BY THEMSELVES.

PLEASE G IVE  THEM A CHANCE TO GET TO KNOW THE OTHERS. TLK^ur.v

FROM: JOHN PENETAC
BOX 337C/0 MEHS *
NOME, ALASKA 99762 OR MT* EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835 966-9697

I FEEL THE FRESHMAN CLASS SHOULD COME TO MT. EDGECUMBE NEXT YEAR BECAUSE 
I  FEEL  THAT THEY NEED THE EXPERIENCE OF LEARNING THE A B IL ITY  TO L I V E  BY 
THEMSELVES AND TO SEE MOW IT  I'S AND TO MEET HEW E ■ I  ENDS AND TO SHARE THE 
CULTURE i:X‘V ’ OTHERS.
=!,«

FROM : KAREN 1. PET LUSK A 
MT, ZI'CZCUMBE H..S.
MT. E PC EC UN B E , AK . 99035 9 6c.-9A?6

••• r;~jTNK TUr" HR 8 i 2 SHOULD BE PASSED FOR THE FRESHMEN '0 ATT A ; . EDGLOUMBw 
NEXT YEAR,
WF THE STUDENTS OF “T, EDGECUMBE: WOULD L IK E  TO AT. V ISF  YOU TO KEF.:" F IGHT ING  
FO" OUR SCHOOL. TO CONTINUE.

XF UP SCHC I S  TAKEN AWAY, WHAT WILL THE STUDENTS DO? ‘PLEASE ACT NOW.

•ROM: JOHN f T SALLAFFIE
BOH. :: "T O MT. EDGECUMBE H

i'l : . EDGECUMBE, AK t . 35 C'A\ ex. v o
.     r * . p,f the  S3 SCHOOL ' TT: * CLASS C'F ' i JO

■ ; ; L c s - r <, m  ■ V ■ t h f k  t c  e x p e r i e n c e  t i e  s m s  c r e a t  o p p o .-
■ ... • • :: ■ m i  T T T  b c E C U K B S .  TO DC, IT  I." ft STEPFIHS STORE FOR

................   n r  nifo i • THANKSof  our  l : v'::
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TO: SENATOR PARR

FROM: CATHY SUTTON 
BOX 4140
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835

•r STRONG IY  SUPPORT HR 812. MT. EDGECUMBE IS ESSEN'. IAL IN PROVIDING QUALI iY  
EDUCATION IN  ALASKA. THE STUDENTS OF TODAY K ILL  MAKE ALASKA WHAT IT  WILL. BL 
TOMORROW. THEY MUST NOT BE DENIED THE OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED AI PH. EDGECUMBE 
TO REACH THEIR GREATEST POTENTIAL.

FROM: FRANK L. SUTTON 
BOX 4140
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835 '47-8574 HOME 986-3310 UORK

x B E L I E V E  THE CO N TI NU E D E X I S T E N C E  OF MT, EDGECUMBE H I G H  S C H O O L  IS C R I T I C A L  
TO THE D EVEL OP ME NT OF MANY OF A L A S K A ' S  PO TENTIAL F U T U R E  LEA DE R S.  I T  W I L L  
P R O V I D E  {, UHL E - RO UN D ED  E D U C A T I O N  FOR M A N Y  I'iK MIG HT NCI O T H E R W I S E  R E A C H

rv .l"i I / \..*A
.11. J' ,M.11 T‘ •».

L I ka t I I .. A
0 0*7 r  ’ *>*?I . .a.’ I.a I. . I .la • /

STRONG!.. V SO!" PORT MB '0 P R O V I D E  F U N D I N G  FOP

 • • i*
*«a. .aa l aaaa. a . a . p*^ 
..’.n a i l ....................

a'aaa..................



r- TO: -SENATOR PARR
:v .r .. • •

FROM: JUNE KOONALOAK *
BIRCH PARK D-5 MT. EDGECUMBE H . S . ,  MT* EDGECUMBE, AK.
FAIRBANKS, AK* 99701 0R966-9601

I  BEL IEVE  THAI .'HE FRESHMAN CLASS OF 1983 WHQULD BE ADMITTED TO MT *
. EDGECUMBE* IT  WOULD BE A TERRIBLE MISTAKE I F  YOU LEAVE THEM OUT IN  

THE COLD* . THEY, TOO, (SUCH AS I  HAD) SHOULD BE G IVEN  A CHANCE TO BE 
EXPOSED TO A DIFFERENT ENVIRONMENT. THEY WILL BEN EF IT  FROM MT* EDGECUMBE.

FROM: DELORES PITKA
GENERAL DELIVERY  
BEAVER, ALASKA 99724 OR MT* EDGECUMBE H . S . ,  MT- EDGECUMBE, AK* 99835

I  FEEL THAT FRESHMEN SHOULD BE ENROLLED TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL NEXT YEAR. I  FE 
THAT YOU WILL BE STOPPING A LOT OF STUDENTS' EDUCATION I F  YOU ARE AGAINST 
TH IS .

CONSIDER THE OTHER SCHOOLS’ OPPORTUNITIES COMPARED TO MT. EDGECUMBE’ S. 
THERE ARE MANY STUDENTS WHO ARE STUCK INTO FOSTER HOMES OR JUST QUIT 
SCHOOL BECAUSE OF NOT BEING ABLE TO COME TO SCHOOL HERE.
***
FM: GALE FECHIK

P .O .B ;  4443
£7 MT.EDGECUMBE, AK 99835 (I-!) 966-2491 (W> 966-2214

REPRESENTING MT.EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

h RE’ : MB 812* »
MESSAGE: F IRST, CONTINUITY IN  EDUCATION IS THE UTMOST REASON FOR AlLOWING

FRESHnC)' TO ENROLL IN MT. EDGECUMBE.
SECOND, THE FACT FOR M A I N T A I N I N G  MT,E D G E C UM BE  IN THE FUTURE R E M A I N S  THE 
CO NTROL OF D IS C I P L I N E  HERE WHICH IS NOT PRES EN T  IN T H E  BU S H SCHOOLS.

FM: ROD NUT LING
P.O.B. 747
SITKA, AK 99835 <H> 7 4 7 - 3 7 4 6  (W) 747 2 2 1 4

:r'C • MB Oil M T . E D G E C U M B E

M E S S AG E  I HAVE SEEN MANY OF THE BUS H SCH O OL S AND H A V E  T A L K E D  WI TH  BUSH
■"[:A TIERS ALT F A M I L I E S  AiT AM C O N V I NC ED  ALA SK A N E E D S  A L T E R N A T I V E S  ' 

THi: BUS H SCHOOLS.
MT EDGECUHBG P R O VI D ES  a QU AL IT Y  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  H I G H  S C H O O L  PR OG R AM 

ART S HOULD CONTINUE 'J ’O'ER STATE FU N DI N G AS AN A L T E R N A T E  E D U C A T I O N A L  CENT E R “
. i ;• i I\ i-i f! ».> *

FM MARC J r AH D
P.O.P. 7 VI­
SIT:'A, ■!'. 99025 • i I!' 747-8391

RE hB 0. :

MESSAGE- " R  S C H O O L  01313 O F FE R  KE LP  TO SOME H I G H  S C H O O L E R S  (UIDIR AGE 19)
, VI PRO!' PEP OlH OF OTHER PROGRAMS. HC I.' MANY DROP-1 RS ARE
f  ,v.vrr> f u n d  p e r s o n n e ! to  wcri : w i t h  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  s t l,'“e n t s

/.(.f  I' SFSUKBE SCHOOL POPULAR I  ON A "GOOD M I X ” OF S T U D E N T S  0!"
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TO: SENATORS PARR, STIMSON, COLLETTA, FISCHER, KELLY, AND EL JASON

FROM: GEORGE W. MIYASATO 
BOX 2231
SITKA, AK * 99835 966-2227 (WORK)

RE: HB 812

I WOULD ENCOURAGE ALL LEGISLATORS TO RENDER A "YEA* VOTE FOR THE ABOVE B I L L  
TO COVER THE COSTS FOR THE FRESHMEN WHO MAY MAKE APPLICATION FOR ADMITTANCE 
TO MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL FOR SCHOOL YEAR 1982-83.
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TO: SENATOR PARR *

FROM: JOSEPH JOHNSON
MT. EDGECUMBE U.S.
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835 966-9697

WE SHOULD GIVE THE FRESHMAN CLASS THE SAME CHANCE ^0 9FF Ti.r nnrrT.r , Tr-- 

GIVE THIS CHANCE TO TI-IF FPFSHM-N    bw,'u l , u ‘ r^cASEJLJLJX. . - •...  w  I I C.HPi A
•1" V *j r

FROM: ELEANOR WEEDMAN
NEW STUYAHOK, ALASKA 99636 OR MEHS, MT. EDGECUMBE,

MT. EDGECUMBE IS EXTREMELY CONCFRNED 
ABLE TO HAVE A FRESHMAN CLASS ENROLLED 
..CKO0L '''FAR. WE FEEL THAT A **WHOLF*« 
EVERY FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORE, JUNIOR, AND 
YOU!

ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF NOT BEING 
AT MT. EDGECUMBE FOR THE 1982-83 
HIGH SCHOOL IS NOT YET WHOLE UNTIL 
SENIOR CLASS IS ENROLLED. THANK

• i *

r

FROM: NICK S. NICHOLI
LOWER KALSKAG, ALASKA 99626 OR MEHS, MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835

I SURE WOULD LIKE TO SEE FRESHMEN HERE AGAIN NEXT YEAR. FOR ONE THING, THEY 
MAKE IT F(JN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR BECAUSE OF THE INITIATION WE HAVE 
OR THAT MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL HAS EVERY YEAR. I REALLY THINK IT SHOULD 
STAY THAT WAY.
v :!r

r P,Jh AKIAK, AK. 99552 OR MEHS, MT . EDGECUMBE, AK. 99835

AL! T WANT IS FOR'THE FRESHMEN TO COME'HERE IK  THE SCHOOL YEAR 82-83. I
I ~ TT i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  s t a r t i n g  an e d u c a t i o n  or  tc b e  l o o k i n g

FORWARD l i  WHAT KIMS OF L I F E  THEY WILL HAVE. WILL THEY BE EDUCATED IK  
A SMALL AREA ALL THEIR LIFE?
FROM WALLEN'-; «• LORD

v̂!.)oo . / h,*-v •*» '
MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. 9983;:

   .-••ni'J D HAVF A FRESHMAN CLASS NEXT YEAR
^  o r  THE »  a nd  t h e y  d e c e r v e

THE CHANCE TO COME A.' NEW S T U D E N I .
TrR
rncul; BERNICE Hlf'N oe^-rf
'■ ' 77761 CR MT .EDGECUMBE H . S . ,  MT. EDGECUMBE, AK. -

FAIRBANKS, Ai<.

■ IE!..!. 0

WE ST v !>!.'
< I*

r-r*.*;/ l.. . %

, /srt- p o p c r  j ai | y  G L A D  11!EA H A D  

SAVE . .-ED IT HERE SO M U M .  K u T l W t  TO SEE THE ERE:;.

« *  « y g  & £ 4 Tw r i ®  “IVE THEK THE iAMTT:,:v
h a d "1, t h a n k  YOU.



W H ILE  IN  SESS ION 
Pouch V  

State Cap ito l 
juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-3706
A N C H O R A G E  O FF IC E  

1024 W . 6th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

(907) 274-0615
H O M E  - D IS T R IC T  21 

P.O. Box 271
TO: Senator Charlie Parr, Chairman, Senate Health, Kotzebue,Alaska 99752

Education and Social Services Committee (907) 442-3320

FROM: Representative Albert P. Adams, Chairman
House Finance Committee

DATE: April 19, 1982

SUBJ: HB 812, "An Act making a special appropriation to
the Department of Education to enable freshmen to 
attend Mount Edgecube High School, and providing 
for an effective date."

House Bill 812 would provide $1,000,000 to allow Mt. Edgecumbe 
High School to have a freshman class during the 1982-1983 
school year. The federal government has committed itself to 
one more year of funding for Mt. Edgecumbe, but without a 
freshman class. It is important that Mt. Edgecumbe has a 
freshman class, because without one, several teachers and 
support staff members would be laid off, and the educational 
program for the remaining students would be detrimentally 
affected. I have provided the Committee with a letter to me 
from Mt. Edgecumbe Superintendent, Leroy Demmert, dated 
March 30. In it he states that "Without the additional funds 
and a freshman class, we would have to release those teaching 
and support positions [listed on the last page]. Needless 
to say, the overall effect on the curricular offerings and 
delivery system would be disastrous. With funding from the 
State, we would be able to support a freshman class, and 
keep our scope and depth of curricular offerings to a quality 
level." Because of the negative effect of not having a 
freshman class, on the remainder of the Mt. Edgecumbe educational 
program, I strongly recommend passage of HE 812.

The State Board of Education adopted four conditions, at 
their October 10, 1981 meeting in Glennallen which they 
would insist be met before the Board would support the 
closure of Mt. Edgecumbe. One of these conditions was that 
the BIA work with affected students, school districts and 
the Department to guarantee completion of the orderly transfer 
of primary responsibility for these students no later than 
the end of the 1981-82 school year. The many Alaskans

Alaska ^tate legislature
House of Representatives

Albert P. Adams
Cha irm an 

Committee on Finance
Official Business



supporting Mt. Edgecumbe have succeeded in obtaining federal 
agreeiu nt to keep Mt. Edgecumbe open an additional year, but 
without a freshman class. Hence the transitional period has 
been extended one more year. I feel the Board would be 
backing down on its committment to guarentee an orderly 
transfer of primary responsibility for these students, if it 
did not support continuation of a quality program at Mt. 
Edgecumbe during the transitional year.

I would like to refer to the April 12, 1982 letter from the 
President of the State Board of Education to Senator Jalmar 
Kerttula. He states that HB 812 would "strike at the very 
heart of our policy supporting a single public education 
delivery system in Alaska." I don't follow his reasoning.
If the state should acquire Mt. Edgecumbe, it would be 
incorporated into the single educational system which we 
presently have. It is illegal to discriminate on the basis 
of race or special political relationship with the federal 
government where state money is concerned. Hence race would 
not be a criterion in determining eligibility for Mt. Edgecumbe. 
House Bill 812 proposes $1,000,000 for the support of a 
freshman class at Mt. Edgecumbe next year, hence the freshman 
class would be open to Alaskan students regardless of race. 
According to the most recent information I have obtained 
from Washington D.C., the Department of the Interior has no 
problems accepting the $1,000,000 in state money which must 
be spent without regard to race. Hence next year's freshman 
class may include non-Natives.

The last thing I would like to touch on are the four conditions 
adopted by the State Board of Education. The Board held if 
these conditions were not undertaken, the Board would not 
support closure of Mt. Edgecumbe. I have provided a letter 
from the President of the Board, and Board minutes which 
reiterate this position.

To date, the only condition I can see that has been met is 
that of holding joint hearings on the closure of Mt. Edgecumbe 
to gather input from the affected communities. The federal 
government will not put in an additional $6,000,000 per year 
to supplement and enrich education for Native students, the 
village high schools do not provide a comparable program to 
the one offered by Mt. Edgecumbe, and as I stated obove, I 
do not feel an orderly transfer will take place if the 
quality of education at Mt. Edgecumbe is not maintained during 
the transitional period.





M T. EDGECUMBE SCHOOL 

MT. EDGECUMBE. ALASKA 99835

Dear Students:

This booklet of "Course Offerings" is prepared to aid y o u  in 

p lan n i n g  a four year p r o gram at Mt. Edgecumbe Hig h  School. It 

contains important information that will b e  h e l pful to y o u  and 

staff members w ho work wi t h  you.

Your parents and school staff want you to have the best high 

school education possible. Each of you should set goals 

toward which your efforts and those of the school m a y  be 

directed. Be ready to discuss your goals wit h  y o u r  guidance 

counselors who will assist you in planning yo u r  p r o g r a m  of 

study.

In accordance with school policy for meeting c h a n g i n g  student 

needs, graduation requirements have undergone several changes 

during the past few years. The classes of 1982 wi l l  follow earlier 

graduation requirements, classes of 1983 and onward w i l l  follow 

new requirements.

To make graduation requirements easier to understand, requirements 

for the Class 19S2 and 1983 are shown on separate pages.

#
Please accept our best wishes for success in your high school career.

S i n c e r e l y

Lawrence B. Welch 

Principal

LeRoy Demmert 

Superintendent



T he primary purpose of Mt. Edgecumbe High School is to h e l p  its students 

become responsive, responsible, educated members of society. T he pl a n  is 

to provide an education p r o gram that meets the students' c o m m o n  and i ndivi­

dual academic, social, and cultural needs.

STATEMENT Or P H I L OSOPHY

Mt. Edgecumbe High School exists to provide educat i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 

Native youth of Alaska. W e  believe it is the n a t u r a l  r i g h t  of m a n  to know 

himself, his relationship to others, and to gain an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the 

world in which he lives. We recognize m a n  requires an e n v i r o n m e n t  that is 

caring, orderly, and supportive to develop his inborn abilities. O ur edu­

cational purpose is to provide that environment n e cessary for i n tellectual 

and personal growth. Through a balanced program, Mt. E d g e c u m b e  Hig h  School 

will:

1. Provide instruction necessary to meet the i n d i v i d u a l  a b ilities 

of each student.

2. Provide opportunities for students to develop a h e a l t h  self image.-

3. Strengthen basic educational skills and p r o vide a  comprehensive 

variety of courses to allow students to pursue i n d i v i d u a l  interests.

4. Weave the Native cultural background into the s c h o o l  curriculum.

5. Develop self supporting, self respecting citizens, and leaders 

through student participation in school activities a n d  student 

government.

6. Provide opportunities for wis e  and enjoyable use of leisure time.

7. Teach the skills and develop attitudes n e c e s s a r y  for h e althful living.

8. Ensure that students will have the o pportunity to experience pre­

career and pre-vocational activities.

9. Enable the student to acquire an appreciation of the value, use 

and conservation of our natural resources.

10. Provide for a continuing self evaluation of the total educational 

program throuch total school community participation.

* * * * * *

Develop skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

Develop a desire for learning now and in the future.

Develop pride in work, and a feeling of self worth.

Learn to be a good manager of money, p r o p e r t y v and resources.

- 1 -



G RA D U A T I O N  R E Q UIREMENTS 

Classes of 1932

M t. E dgecu m be H igh  S c h o o l  may aw ard  a  d ip lo m a  t o  a  s t u d e n t  w hen  h e / s h e

has attended sixteen quarters and has earned a m i n i m u m of t wenty

in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the following: 1

Class of 1982

Quarters Credits

E N G L I S H 14 3 1/2

M A T H E M A T I C S 8 2

S C I E N C E 8 2

S OCIAL STUDIES 13 3 1/4

H O M E  ECONOMICS/SHOP 4 1 ’

P H Y S I C A L  EDUCATION 4 1

H E A L T H ' 2 1/2

P E R S O N A L  FINANCE 2 1/2

C A R E E R  EDUCATION 1 • 1/4 '

E L ECTIVES 20 6

Social studies will include the following:

Geo g r a p h y 1 quarter

Wo r l d  History 1 semester

A l a s k a  History 1 semester

U.S. History 2 semesters

A m e r i c a n .Government 1 semester

Land Claims 1 semester

TOTAL 13 semesters

20

The ab o v e  requirements exceed those recommended by the State of A l a s k a  

and the Northwest Accreditation Association.

-2-



Mt. E d g e c u m b e  H i g h  S c h o o l  m a y  a w a r d  a d i p l o m a  to a s t u d e n t  w h e n  h e / s h e

h a s  a t t e n d e d  s i x t e e n  q u a r t e r s  a n d  h a s  e a r n e d  a  m i n i m u m  o f  t w e n t y - o n e

c r e d i t s  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

ENGLISH 8 s e mesters A c r e d i t s

MA T H E MATICS A s emesters 2 c r e d i t s

SCIENCE A seme s t e r s 2 c r e d i t s

SOCIAL STUDIES 7 seme s t e r s 3 1 / 2  credits

HOME ECONOMICS/SHOP A semesters. 2 c r e d i t s

PHYSICAL SCIENCE 2 s e mesters 1 c r e d i t

HEALTH 1 s e m e s t e r 1/2 credit

PERSONAL F I N ANCE 1 semester 1/2 credit

CAREER EDUCATION 1 seme s t e r 1/2 credit

ELECTIVES 10 s e mesters 5 c r e d i t s

TOTAL A2 s e mesters 21 c r e d i t s

Social studies will include the following:

Geography 1 semester

World History 1 seme s t e r

Alaska History 1 seme s t e r

U.S. History 2 semesters

American Government 1 semester

Land Claims 1 seme s t e r

TOTAL 7 s e mesters

The above requirements e xceed those r e c o m mended by the State of A l a s k a  and 

the Northwest Accre d i t a t i o n  Association.

All students reading one year b e l o w  grade level wil l  be r e q u i r e d  to take 

one year of reading.

- 3 -



Ev e r y  student v i l l  be scheduled for six (6) periods p e r  day.

Fo llowing is a suggested sc h e d u l i n g  p a t tern for the 1981-82 s chool year, 

listing required subjects and s h o w i n g  quarters of w o r k  to b e  takeiu

; SCHEDULING PATTERN

Students are to be registered for a semester.
v • . .*•

FRES H M E N  ’ 8 •. > 1 - •" S o p h o m o r e  ''; ' * r  1
«. *. *• • ;r.Vv

ENGLISH 2 semesters ENGLISH 2 semesters

READING 2 semesters M A T H / S C I E N C E 2 semesters

MATHEMATICS 2 semesters HEALTH 1 seme s t e r

HOME EC/SHOP 2 semesters WORLD H I S TORY 1 s emester

G EOGRAPHY 1 s emester ALASKA H I S TORY 1 semester

PHYSICAL ED. 1 semester CAREER E D UCATION 1 semester

ELECTIVES A quarters PHYSICAL ED. 1 semester

ELECTIVES 6 quarters

NOTE: Electives for freshmen m ay include: piano, band, art , chorus,

typing 1 , .swimming , general music, and library science.

JUNIOR SENIOR

ENGLISH 2 semesters ENGLISH 1 s emester

M A TH/SCIENCE A quarters PERSONAL FINANCE 1 semester

U.S. HISTORY A quarters AMERICAN GOV'T 1 semester

ELECTIVES 13 quarters LAND CLAIMS 1 semester

ELECTIVES 18 quarters

SPECIAL NOTE: Students will continue in sequential classes (such as

English 1 a,b,c ,d, until the course is completed.)

The principal will approve all class schedules, No schedule changes are 

to be made w i t hout the approval of the principal.

CLASS STANDING: Sophomore-5 credits, Junior -.10 credits

Senior - 15 credits.



SCHEDULING GUIDE

F R E S H M E N

/

E n g l i s h ......... . 1 year

R e a d i n g ...............  1 year

M a t h ...................'. 1 year

Shop or Home E c  1 year

G e o g r a p h y .............  1/2 year

P h y s . E d  1/2 year

E l e c t i v e s ........ 1

SOPHOMORE

E n g l i s h ................ . 1 y e a r

M a t h / S c i ....................  1 year

World H i s t o r y

and A l a s k a  H i s t ........1 y e a r

Career E d ................... 1/2 y e a r  !

Heal t h ..’ \ . 1 / 2  y e a r ''1 

.V-Physy-' Ed. I j V ~ v . •. i] 1/2--year '

E l e c t i v e s ........... 1 1/2

FINE ARTS:

Band

Chorus

Art

General Music 

Piano - 6 students

LI3RARY SCIENCE - 3 student:

JUNIOR

E n g l i s h .................1 year

M a t h ...................... 1 year

U.S. H i s t o r y  1 year ,

S c i e n c e .................. 1 year \

Electives... 2

FINE A RTS

FINE A R T S

Band

Chorus

Art

General Music 

Piano -6 students 

P.E.

LIBRARY SCIENCE-6 students
TYPING

ACCOUNTING

SHORTHAND

OFFICE PRACTICE

READING

FRENCH
SHOP:

auto mech woodshop

carpentry electricity

welding sm. motors

FIN E  ARTS:

Band

C h o r u s

Art

G e n e r a l  Music 

Piano - 6 students 

P.E.

L I B R A R Y  SCIENCE - 6 studerA.

T Y P I N G

R E A D I N G

SHOP:

A u t o  Mech.

W o o d s h o p  

C a r p e n t r y

Electric 

Welding 

Small M o t o r s

, E n g l i s h .................. 1 ye a r

i Am. G o v / L a n d  C l .......  1 yea r
| Personal F i n a n c e   1/2 year

■ Shop/Horae E c ...........  1 yea r

E l e c t i v e s .......... 2 1/2

FiNE A R T S  

Band 

Chorus 

Art

G e n e r a l  Music 

Piano -6 students 

VC

L I B R A R Y  SCIENCE 6 students

T Y P I N G

A C C O U N T I N G

S H O R T H A N D

O F F I C E  PRACTICE

R E A D I N G

F R E N C H

DRIVERS. ED

P H Y C H O L O G Y

C H E M I S T R Y

G E O M E T R Y
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L A N G U A G E  A R T S  ;

E N G L I S H  1, 11, 111, IV R OFFERED: * 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(a, b, c, d, as needed) (freshmen, sophomore, juniors, seniors)

This course is offered after careful evaluation of students l a c k i n g  basic 

language skills. Students rechive credit for each quarter taken. Emphasis 

is p laced on b a s i c  language skills, capital letters, punctuation, parts of 

speech, parts of a sentence, sentence and paragraph structure, spelling, 

and ora l  expression.

ENGLISH la, lb— G r a mmar OFFERED: 1st seme s t e r

(freshmen)

This course is aimed at improving basic grammar, w r i t i n g  and s p e a k i n g  skills.

Emphasis is placed on parts of speech, parts of a sentence, s e n t e n c e  and 

paragraph development, and individual oral expression.

ENGLISH lc, Id— Introduction to Li t e r a t u r e  OFFERED: 2nd semester

(freshmen)

This course exposes students to various readings, including short stories, 

non-fiction, poetry, drama, myths, etc. Emphasis will be on v o c a b u l a r y  

development and broadening student's understanding of the world o f  a n a l y z­

ing and discussing each selection.

ENGLISH 11a, lib— Grammar OFFERED: 1st seme s t e r

(sophomores)

This course is a continuation of basic grammar, w r i t i n g  and s p e a k i n g  skills 

taught in English la and lb. Composition skills necessary for w r i t i n g  

short descriptions, narrations, and expositions will be taught.

ENGLISH 11c, lid— Literature OFFERED: 2nd semes t e r

(sophomores)

This is a continuation of literature taught in English lc and Id.

ENGLISH 111a, 111b— Grammar OFFERED: 1st seme s t e r

(juniors)

This course is a continuation of basic grammar, w r i t i n g  and speak i n g  skills 

taught in English 11a and lib. Composition and research paper s kills w i l l  
be stressed.

ENGLISH 111c, H i d — American Literature OFFERED: 2nd semester

(juniors)

Tr.ii ourse provides a brief summary of American Literature and deals w i t h  

works of poets, novelists, short story writers, dramatists, and w r i t e r s  of 

non-fiction from our earliest writings to the present.

ENGLISH lVa, IVb OFFERED: 1st semester

(seniors)

This is a continuation of grammar, writing, and speaking skills taught in 

English 111a and 111b. A major research paper will be required. This 

course will involve a wide range of public speaking experiences. The 

"outline" is stresses as fundamental to any formal speech. '
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 .

This course provides a brief survey of English L i t e r a t u r e  a nd deals w i t h  

w o r k s  of poets, novelists, short story writers, dramatists, and w r i t e r s  

of n o n - f i c t i o n  from tribal days to the twentieth century.

D E V E L O P M E N T A L  READING a, b, c, d   OFFERED: 1st and .2nd seme s t e r

 tFreshmen,[ VSopHoiborefe'y 'Juniors'^ ' S e n i o r s ' ) . '‘
This course is .required of students, who are. achi e v i n g  .one o r  more, years b e l o w  

grade level in reading'or by teacher referral. This course is designed to 

teach and improve basic reading, study, and library skills. Placement is 

ma d e  after testing. All four quarters are r e q u i r e d .

M A T H E M A T I C S

G E N E R A L  M A T H  a, b, c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(Freshmen, Sophomores)

This course is a required course for student who do not elect alternate math 

programs.

a — Pre-testing is used to determine placement level. P o s t - t e s t i n g  wil l  evaluate 

final achievement. Quarterly minimum material is p r o g r a m m e d  as follows: a d d i t i o n

subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers.

b — This is a continuation of General Math a with o p e r ations in fractions.

c— This is a continuation of General Math a and b i n c l u d i n g  decimal operations.

d— This is a continuation of General Math a,b, and c i n c l u d i n g  percentages,

metrics, and practical application of problems.

M AT L A B — (all levels as needed) OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(Treshraen, Sophomores, Juniors)

This cour^u is designed primarily for those students who a re two or more 

years bejow grade level. It is an individualize! class w i t h  pre-testing 

for proper placement level. The course includes basic a r i t h m e t i c  operations 

in addition, subtraction, multiplication, division of w h o l e  numbers, fractions, 

decimals, and percentage. Tutor computers are used to s t r e n g t h e n  student's 

abilities in basic facts. VTnen students have made s a t i s f a c t o r y  progress 

and are able to meet success in general math they ore transferred.

One-fourth credit is earned for each quarter completed.

SCIENCE

G E N ERAL SCIENCE (R) ' OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e mesters

(Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors)

A one year course using tuo distinct science programs. Concepts of S c i e n ce 

and IS I S  (Individual Science Instructional Systems) V a r i o u s  disciplines of 

science, biology, chemistry, physics, and geology w h i c h  include additional 

readings for research and report w r i ting are studied first semester. Students 

will learn basic laboratory sk"11s and gain an a p p r e c i a t i o n  of science through 

the use of concepts of science.

ENGLISH I V c ,  lV d
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R3 ___^ ^

R E Q U I R E D  COURSES--(continued)

E N G L I S H  IVc, lVd OFFE R E D :  2nd Semester

(seniors)

Th i s  course provides a brief survey of English L i t e r a t u r e  and deals w i t h  

w o r k s  of poets, novelists, short story writers, dramatists, and w r i ters

of n o n - f i c t i o n  from tribal days to the twentieth century.

D E V E L O P M E N T A L  READING a, b, c, d OFFERED: 1st a n d . 2nd s e m e s t e r

»•?;........................... : ■(Freshmen,’ '.Sbphonjores^ 'Juniors," Seniors).'/".5 •h »..•• •'. f’J ■r> -I" ,V :=
... ... This course is .required of students, who are. achieving one or more, years b e l o w  ...... .*•;

'grade level in reading' or by teacher referral. This c ourse is designed to 

teach and improve basic reading, study, and library skills. Placement is 

m a d e  after testing. All four quarters are r e q u i r e d .

M A T H E M A T I C S

G E N E R A L  M A T H  a, b, c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(Freshmen, Sophomores)

This course is a required course for student w h o  do not elect alternate math 

programs.

a— Pre-testing is used to determine placement level. P o s t - t e s t i n g  will evaluate 

final achievement. Quarterly minimum material is p r o g r a m m e d  as follows: addition

subtraction, m u ltiplication and division of wh o l e  numbers.

b— This is a continuation of General Math a with ope r a t i o n s  in fractions.

c— This is a continuation of General Math a and b i n c l u d i n g  decimal operations.

d— This is a continuation of General Ma t h  a,b, and c i n c l u d i n g  percentages,

metrics, and practical application of problems.

M A T  LAB— (all levels as needed) OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors)

This course is designed primarily for those students who are two or more 
vears below Grade level. -Tt  is an individualized r l n . c c  -..Ht-Vi n r e - t - e s t  inpw - “ *' ’ - " — r  ——— - .—
for proper placement level. The course includes b a s i c  ari t h m e t i c  operations 

in addition, subtraction, multiplication, division of w h o l e  numbers, fraction.-, 

decimals, and percentage. Tutor computers are used to s t r e n g t h e n  student's 

abilities in basic facts. Whe n  students have made s a t i s f a c t o r y  progress 

and are able to meet success in general math they are transferred.

One-fourth credit is earned for each quarter completed.

SCIENCE

G E N E R A L  SCIENCE (R) ’ OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semesters

(Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, Seniors)

A one year course using two distinct science programs. Conc e p t s  of S c i e n ce 

and ISIS (Individual Science Instructional Systems) V a r i o u s  disciplines of 

science, biology, chemistry, physics, and geology wh i c h  include additional 

readings for research and report w r i ting are studied first semester. Students 

will learn basic laboratory skills and gain an a p p r e c i a t i o n  of science through 
the use of concepts of science.
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SCIENCE

G E N ERAL SCIENCE (R) (continued) OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(freshmen, s ophomores, juniors, seniors)

Second semester ISIS v i l l  b e  used. "ISIS is designed for s t u d e n t s  of w i d e l y

va:

I n v o l v e d '

REQUIRED COURSES— ( c o n t i n u e d )

experience.

data, keeping records, checking conclusions, and m a k i n g  hypoth e s i s .

This individualized program allows students to w o r k  at their o w n  pace on 

activities of their own choice. Instructional m a terials can b e  used in 

small groups and w h o l e  class modes as well as i n d ividually.."

P HYS I C A L  SCIENCE OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

This is a one year course in the fundamentals of physical science. The textbook,

Focus on Physical S c i e n c e , provides a p ractical experience in science. T h r ough 

a carefully planned learning sequence, students employ o b s e r v a t i o n  and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  

to develop and test their hypothesis. Principles of physics a n d  chemistry are 

introduced through student involvement in the process of science.

GENERAL SCIENCE a, b, c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

a— Basic concepts of natter and energy are studied. Physical a nd chemical 

science topics w i l l  oe developed.

b — Life science topics related to.cellular b i o l o g y  and s t r u c t u r e  function

will bo presented.

c— Second semester will be a continuation of life science and b a s i c  p h y s i o l o g y  

will be studied. Photosynthesis and b i o l ogical i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w i l l  follow.

d.™The final quarter vill consist of studies of space s c i e n c e  and the adaption 

of living things present and past.

G E NERAL BIOLOGY a, b, c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(juniors, seniors)

at— The student wil l  learn .o use scientific m e t hods of study, L e a r n  to use 

the monocular microscope and other lab equipment and study cell types and 

processes.

b.—  Plant structure and function will be studied and students w i l l  learn to 

classify plants, animals, and protiats.

c.— Structure and function of the main organs of animals, i n c l u d i n g  man, wi l l  

be learned. This is a comparative course using dissecting and lab work.

<1— Populations, environments, and the ecology of land and w a t e r  wil l  be 

presented.



RE Q U I R E D  C O U RSES— (continued)
i

SCIENCE

HEALTH OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

A  one semester course which w i l l  focus on the student's basic needs. Areas 

covered wil l  be mental health, personal hygiene, nutrition, a l c o h o l / d r u g  

abuse, smoking, first-aid, and other health related ideas important to our 

students. The class will be flexible tp .allow guest speakers throughout ^  ;v ^

!,the' seme s t e r  .:and [various ' f i e l d : trips into the' .health field;'

SOCIAL STUDIES

WORLD GEOG R A P H Y  OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen)

Students receive an insight and awareness of social science. Emphasis wi l l  be 
placed on the various disciplines offered, basic skills and v o c a b u l a r y  development 

Emphasis on basic geography such as longitude, latitude, hemispheres, time zones, 

topography, use of con'.pass and map, contour profiles, continents, and the 

r elations between countries and ethnologic groups wi l l  be given.

WORLD H I S T O R Y  a, b OFFERED: 1st semester.
(sophomores)

a — The student will study the emergence of man, the develo p m e n t  of societies 

and religions, the development of autocratic forms of government, the development 

of democracy, the influence of Greeks and Romans cn the present system 

of government, the medieval period and the Russian, M o s l e m  and Byzantine empires.

— Emphasis will be placed on forms of government which developed d uring 

the medieval period from which democracy was borrowed. A  rebirth of town 

life through the European age of discovery will be studied.

A L ASKA HISTORY a, b OFFERED: 2nd semester

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

c?— This course will give the student insight inLu Alaska's development as 

a state. Emphasis is placed on the geographic features of A l aska as biotic 

provinces, lakes, rivers, mountains, and towns, the various Native groups 

and their environment, the impact of the Russian exploration, occupation, 

and development of the Russian-American Company.

b — Emphasis is placed on the purchase of Alaska, mili t a r y  occupation, early 

American government, the fight for statehood, effects of statehood, the 

impact of the Land Claims Settlement Act, and the Trans-Alaska Pipeline.

U N I T E D STAT E S HISTORY a. h .OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(This is a sequential course) (juniors)

a— Students will spend four weeks covering the Constitution and amendments 

to the Constitution. The remaining portion will be concerned with study of 

the colonial period, the revolution and establishment of a d e m o cratic form 

of government, expansion of the past and the development of a nationalist 

spirit, and continuing with students gaining knowledge of the Manifest 

Destiny through study of the expansion of the Pacific.
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R E Q U I R E D  SUBJECTS— (continued)

SOCIAL STUDIES

U N I T E D  STATES HISTORY (continued) OFFERED: 1 s t  a n d  2nd s e m e s t e r

b — Continuing the time line of study of problems faced by t he A m e r i c a n  people 

as they fought to build an industrial nation. Students w i l l  gain k n o w l e d g e  

of social and economical problems arising out of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  b e t w e e n  

1865 and 1920, World W ar 1, and the rejection of the L e a g u e  of Nations. 

Knowledge w i l l  be acquired of the 1920's.,'the dep r e s s i o n  and recovery, the 

.'•.••VvVv-;,:Korean...cor.-flictv and. p r o b l e m s  -of. modern-, d ay p o w d f  -and.'affluence ■ihto^the' 1970' ;,V '

A M E R I C A N  GOVEKiS-iENT

(Prerequisite: World and U.S. History

OFFERED: 1st semester

(seniors)

T h e  student will explore the United States Consti t u i o n  as a p l a n  for g o v e r n­

ment. T h e y  will examine the basic processes of legislative, executive, and 

judicial branches of our national government. How a bi l l  b e c omes law, how our 

go v e rnment is financed, and the election process w i l l  be covered. T h e  relation­

ship b e t w e e n  the federate system and the state, the individual c i t izen and 

foreign nations will conclude this course.

OFFERED: 2nd semester

(seniors)

1 A N D  C L A I M S

Prerequisite: World, U.S. History,

and American Government

Th i s  is a study of the moral and legal rights of A l a s k a  N a t ives to the land, 

the contributions of Native Leaders in the fight for a settlement, the reali­

zation culture variations are due largely to environmental and cultural 

influences. Study of vocabulary necessary to comprehend the A l a s k a  N ative 

Claims legislation is pursued. Provisions of the C laims Act are a n a l y z e d  in 

light of the various differences existing in the thirteen regions. Tim e  x%’ill 

be devoted to a study of the corporations as provided by legislation.

PHYS I C A L  EDUCATION

PHYSICAL EDUCATION a, b, c, d OFI-ERED: E a c h  quarter

( f r e s h m e n )

£ — An introduction to basic skills and movements in various a c t i v i t i e s  and 

sports, most of which arc team oriented. Activity objectives, history, rules, 

safety, etiquette, skills, application, and evaluation are included. Some 

a c t ivities arc coeducational. Instructional units will be selected from the following: 

conditioning, cross-country, physical fitness, basketball, v olleyball, soft­

ball, tennis, drill and marching skills, badminton and swimming.

lb-— Activities will be selected from the following: phys i c a l  fitness, basketball,

wrestling, gymnastics, tumbling, touch football, weight training, and 
volleyball.

c— Activities will be selected from the following: phys i c a l  fitness, trampoline,

weight training, floor hockey, badminton, dancing, soccer, and basketball.

£ — Activities will be selected from the following: physic. 1 fitness, track

a nd field, softball, Eskimo baseball (lap game), Native games, b o w l i n g  and 
tennis.

- 1 0 -



R E Q U I R E D  COURSES— (continued) 

H O M E  ECONOMICS 

C L O T H I N G  A N D  TEXTILES 1 OFFERED: 1st semester

(freshmen)

A n  introduction to care and selection of clothing includes the s t u d y  of 

textiles together with line and color and personal grooming. The p roper 

..•use of small equipment and the .sewing ;m a c hine will-, be incorporated in- ••••.. • •

. .. 1 the a c t u a l  construction of simple garments. . • • \ •/ . "*.'•**• '. .**.•' • •

FO O D S  A N D  ] OFFERED: 2nd semester

(freshmen)

Introduces basic nutrition, food selection, and the principles w h i c h  apply 

to the prepar a t i o n  of milk, egg, quick bread, and cereal cookery. Work 

habits relating to safety, sanitation, and simple management practices 

w i l l  be incorporated in the actual w o r k  in the foods laboratory. Pr e p a r a t i o n  

of b r e a k f a s t  and simple lunches will include proper table setting and 

service. Stress wi l l  be placed on proper use and care of equipment and 

appliances.

T ECHN I C A L  ARTS

SHOP la, lb, lc, and I d , are designed to give students short, overall, p r actical 

learning experiences in v a r ious shop areas.

Students register for 1 semester.

la— MEC H A N I C A L  DRAWING ‘ OFFERED: 1st semester

(freshmen)

Students learn to draw plans for shop projects, basic lettering, figures, 

numbering, layouts, and use of the scale on other instruments. Provides 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of requirements of the drafting field in relation to sheet 

metal work, welding, machine shop, and hone construction.

l b — A continuation of m e c hanical drawing with emphasis on further d e v e l o p­

ment oi drafting skills related to electricity and plumbing. Students will 

learn about electricity with electrical appliance and plumbing repair.

l c - -META L  W O R K 

Prerequisite: Shop lb
OFFERED: 2nd semester

(freshmen)

Students will have projects w h i c h  enables them to learn to wor k  wi t h  sheet 

metal, forging, welding, casting, bench metals, and metal lathe work. Students 

will learn tc identify different metals and tools in relation to how 

and whe n  they should be used on their own projects. Safety procedures are 

emphasized.

Id— WOODWORKING OFFERED: 4th quarter

(freshmen)

Student wil l  work with wood and plastics making various projects using 

hand tools and machines. Students will learn proper care and use of 

tools, materials, and fasteners with safety procedures stressed. An 

intro d u c t i o n  to vehicle maintenance will conclude the quarter.
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LANG U A G E  ARTS

FRENCH lr.. lb. lc. Id • OFFERED: on demand

Prerequisite: Sophomore standing (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

This c ourse is a sequential course. Its aim is to develop the listening 

and speak abilities of the student in F rench in h i g h l y  structured situations.

• It-exposes students, on a limited'basis, to trie'reading and w r i t i n g  -of-the • ' . ■

Id&guege and to the culture of the F r ench speaking countries. '

T RENCH 11a, llh, lie, lid OFFERED: On demand

Prerequisite: French 1 (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

COF'fYNTCATIONS OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(juniors, seniors)

A  multi-media approach to communications. Studeits will operate the school 

radio station, publish the school newspaper and y arbook. They wil l  take 

and print photographs, w r i t e  stories, and conduct interviews.

LIBRARY SCIENCE OFFERED: Each quarter

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

S tudents will register for 1 semester.

This course is designed to give the student .ive. v  of the current trend 

of the library as a media center. Enrollmer i. , in me st*. instances, limited 

to three or six students per class due to space limitations. Classes are 

offered 4th and 5th periods only.

LIBRARY A T P  1st quarter

Students must have average grades. The student w i l l  gain knowledge of 

library organization and procedures. W o r k  experiences are carried on 

c oncurrently wit h  instruction in library skills. A n  introduction to 

research skills is also included. This aspect of library science will 

be particularly useful to college bound students. Knowledge of typing 

would be helpful.

O P E RATION OF VI D E O  EQUIPMENT 2nd quarter

Students must have average grades. This course w i l l  emphasize the use and 

cave ol video euqipmcnt. Students will be required to w o r k  after school 

hours and on certain scheduled weekends video taping certain selected sports 

events. Students who do not have the extra time to give to this course are 

advised not to sign up.

I INSTRUCTIONAL GRAPHICS 3rd quarter

Students must have average grades. This course is designed to acquaint ..he 

student w i t h  basic techniques of mounting, laminating, lettering, poster 

making, bulletin boards, transparancies, and the use of duplicating equipment.

U SE AND CARE OF AUDIO-VISUAL EQUIPMENT 4th quarter

This course teaches basic principles and terminology involved in the use of 

opaque, overhead, slide, filmstrip, and motion picture projectors as w e l l  as 

recording equipment. Simple trouble shooting and film and tape repair are 

also included.

ELECTIVE COURSES
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M A T H E M A T I C S  OFFERED: 1st a nd 2nd See.

( F r e s h m e n ,S o p h o m o r e s ,J u n i o r s )

P R E - A L G E B R A

T h i s  is a y e ar-long course designed to aic the student w h o  is competent in 

G e n e r a l  Math. Skills, but not yet ready l c  take A l g e b r a  1. The material 

p resented serves as a good p reparation fcr taking A l g e b r a  1 and includes 

e l e mentary a l g ebra techniques.

la. 3b, lc. 3d . . . OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

>• •' '•••• "v > • • •' ■' (freshmen ,'.sophdm'ofes, j uhiotis; senior's)' -

Prerequisite: Sth grade level on standardised a c h i e v m e n t . t e s t  or outstanding

a chievement in General Math. This is a sequential course.

H o m e w o r k  is required on a regular basis. A s s isgnments are prepared and students 

may a d v ance at their own pace. M i n i m u m  requirements mus t  be met for credit.

G r a d i n g  shall be by frequent tests and quiases.

3a 1st semester

The student w i l l  be introduced to the language of algebra, set notation,

p r o p e r t i e s  of n u m b e r s  a r c  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  n u m b e r  system.

lb— Students w o r k  will fora and solve equations and solve wor d  problems about 

motion, integers, and mixtures.

lc 2nd semester

The  s t u d e n t  w i l l  add, s u b t r a c t ,  m u l t i p l y ,  a n d  d i v i d e - p o l y n o m i a l s  a n d  begin

to factor ployr.amif.ls.

Id — S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c on tinue f a c t o r i n g  a n d  orr cn l t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  to s o l v i n g  

e q u a t i o n s  and w o r d  p r o b l e m s  i n v o l v i n g  lactcrtr.g. w o r k  w i t h  f r a c t i o n s  and 
g r a p h i n g  w i l l  b e  included.

G E O M E T R Y  a.b.c.d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 or consent (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

of instructor

1st s e m e s t e r

T h i s  c o u r s e  i n c l u d e s  a r e v i e w  of a l g e b r a  as r e l a t e d  to g e o m e t r y .  A r e a s  of 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i l l  be g e o m e t r i c  p r o p e r t i e s , i n d u c t i v e  an d d e d u c t i v e  r e a s o n­

ing, a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  proofs.

b — S t u d e n t s  will  study r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  lines, parallel lines, 

and p l a n e s ,  a n d  pr o o f s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e s e  topics.

£  2nd semester

T h i s  s e m e s t e r  i n c l u d e s  p r o o f s  of c o n g r u e n t  t r i a n g l e s  and similar polygons.

dl— A n  introduction to trigonometry as ar. exter.cicn of g e o m e t r y  is studied 

and construction, using geometric methods, vill be performed.
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M A T H E M A T I C S

A L G E B R A  11a, lib, 11c. lid O F F E R E D  1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(juniors, seniors)

Prerequisite: Geometry or p e r m i s s i o n  of instruc' ;r.

H o m e w o r k  is required cr. a regular basis. This c ourse is designed for students 

p r e p a r i n g  for college.- A s s i g n m e n t s  are prep a r e d  and students m a y  advance' ' ’ 

at their o'-.-n rate, m e e ting m i n i m u m  requi r e m e n t s  for credit. G r a c i n g  w i l l  be 

by frequent tests and quizzes.

11a 1st: s e m e s t e r

The student w i l l  r e view concepts of A l g ebra 1 and Geometry, su c h  as set 

n o t a t i o n  and p r o perties of numbers. W o r k  will involve s o l ving equations 

w ith one v a r i a b l e  and finding solutions to systems of linear equations.

l ib— T h e  student w i l l  develop and use s k i l l s  of factoring p l o y n o m i a l s  to 

solve equations. Other units will i n c lude w o r k  w i t h  rati o n a l  numbers, 

fraction.', and scientific notation.

11c 2nd seme s t e r

T h e  student w i l l  graph a v a r i e t y  of f u n c t i o n s  and relations a n d  w i l l  

w o r k  w i t h  irrational numbers an d q u a d r a t i c  e q u a t i o n s .

l id— The student wi l l  be i n t r o d u c e d  to the funder:.u-.iais of trigonometry, ex p o n e n t i a l  

functions, logarithms, trig functions, and complex numbers.i
A D V A N C E D  M A T H E M A T I C S  a. h , c. d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

Prerequisite: A l g e b r a  II (juniors, seniors)

H o m e w o r k  is requ i r e d  on a r e g ular basis. G r a d i n g  shall be by frequent tests 

and quizzes. This course includes a d v a n c e d  topics of interest and serves to 

better prepare for college matheitati.es.

£  1st semester
The student will do advanced w o r k  wi t h  polynomial functions a nd w i l l  be 

introduced to the use of m a t r i c e s  and determinants.

£ — The student w i l l  use the rules of logic, prove theorems of algebra, use 

mathem a t i c a l  deductions.

£  2nd semester

The student will study the algebra of v e c t o r s  and w o r k  wi t h  g e o m e t r i c  theorems.

id— The student w i l l  be introduced to permutation, combinations, and p r o bability.

V O C A T I O N A L  'MATH a, b. c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semes t e r

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

This course is designed as a review of General M a t h  skills and includes m e a s u r e m e n t  

i n s t r uments and practical problems.

£  1st semester

The student will review mathematical skills w i t h  w h o l e  numbers, fractions,

and decimals and progress into linear measurement.

ELECTIVE COURSES— ( c o n t i n u e d )
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E L E C T I V E  COURSES--(continued)

M A T H E M A T I C S

V O C A T I O N A L  M A T H  a, b, c, d (continued)

b — The student w i l l  w o r k  wit h  various types of p o l y g o n s  and v i l l  p e r f o r m  
c o n s t r u c t i o n s  u s i n g  a straight edge, compass, and protractor. A n  intro­

du c t i o n  to a l g e b r a i c  expression vri.ll be included.

c ••• a.’.2nd .-semester-.:. ., c v; v
T h e  s t u dent will work'with' the m etric s ystem and app .ications'and'geometric' • - "

construction. Study will include triangles and an i n t r o d u c t i o n  to 

t r i g n o m e t r i c  formulas.

d — T h e  student w i l l  w o r k  wit h  decimals, percents, and p r a c t i c a l  i l l u s­

trations. Prob l e m s  shall be included concerning m o n e y  m a n a g ement.

S C I E N C E

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  P H Y S I C A L  SCIENCE a, b, c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(sophomores)

Stud e n t s  are selected for this course after pr e l i m i n a r y  testing.

a 1st s e m e s t e r

M e a s u r e m e n t  using the metric system will be introduced. C o n c e p t s  of length, 

area, and volume v;ill be studied. Students w i l l  learn to f i n d  mass. Us i n g

balances, a series of experiments pointing out the. law of c o n s e r v a t i o n  of

m a s s  wil l  be studied.

— Students study a variety of characteristics pr o p e r t i e s  of v a r i o u s  kinds 
of liquids, solids, and gases. They will learn to compute d e n sity through 

se v e r a l  e x p e r iments determining density for liquids, solids, and gases.

Ot h e r  char a c t e r i s t i c  properties studied include thermal expansion, ela s­

ticity, m e l ting and freezing points, and b o i ling points. S t u d e n t s  will 

learn the language and definitions used w h i l e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  solubility, 

and learn to read and understand solubility graphs.,

c 2nd s e m e s t e r

S t u d e n t s  vil l  review solubility graphs and study ot h e r  s o l v e n t s  as well as

s o l u b i l i t y  for gases. Using basic knowledge gained s t u d e n t s  w i l l  learn 

m e t h o d s  of separating various kinds of mixtures. A m o n g  m e t h o d s  studied 

w i l l  be fractional distillation, filtration, fractional crystallization, 

and paper chromatography.

— This quarter deals with the understanding concepts of mixtures, compounds, 

and elements. Students will decompose and s y n t hesize s e v e r a l  compounds wh i l e  

n o t i n g  the lav; of constant proportions. Spectra i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and flame 

tests are used to point out this method of identifying e l e m e n t s  in compounds 

or mixtures.

C H E M I S TRY a , b, c , d OFFERED: On demand

Prerequisite: 4 quarters of science (juniors, seniors)

and A l g ebra

C h e m i s t r y  is the study of the classification, properties, a n d  interactions 

of matter. This course is designed for students c o n s i d e r i n g  college e d u c a­

tion or study in applied sciences.
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S C I E N C E  

C H E M I S T R Y  a

a — Instruction in chemistry includes elements of lecture, demonstration, 

p r o b l e m  solving, and laboratory vork. Classification of matter, formula 

w r i t i n g ,  and equation w r i t i n g  will be covered first quarter.

h — A  continuation of- Chemistry a w i t h  a coverage-of the ma l e  concept,’ t h e - 
peri o d i c - t a b l e  :and-stoichiometry. \  r . ■ -

£ — A continuation of Chemistry7 a w i t h  an emphasis on the gas laws, m o l a r  

v o l u m e  and phase changes.

jd— A  continuation of Chemistry a w i t h  emphasis on solutions, acids, bases, 

a nd salts and oxidation reduction.

PHY S I C A L  EDUCATION

SWIMM I N G  OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors)

Students will receive instruction in swimming, water safety and p r o f i c i e n c y  

tests wil l  be given. Scheduling of instruction wil l  depend on a v a i l a b i l i t y

c:: swimming pool.

A w V A NCF.D PHYSICAL EDUCATION a, c, h, d . O F F E R E D  1st and 2nd semester

Prerequisite: 1 full year of P.E. ‘ (sophomores, juniors. senio*s)

This course is a review of basic skills and mov e m e n t s  with greater emphasis 

on individual activities for better carry-over value. Phys i c a l  fitness is 

c o n sidered the ma i n  theme. Students should ba able to develop himself 

"totally" and maintain this self-discipline. Some activities w i l l  be 

c o e d u c a t i o n a l .

a— Activities will be selected from the following: conditioning, jogging,

p hys i c a l  fitness, weight training, touch football, caleslhenics, acrobatics, 

jaz z  ballet, and basketball.

b_— A c t i vities will be selected from the following: physical fitness,

basketball, wrestling, officiating, badminton, gymnastics and r o l l e r  skating.

£ — Activities will be selected from the following: physical fitness, g y m­

nastics, trampoline, badminton, handball, bowling, and s w i m m i n g .

d--Activities will be selected from, the f o l l o w i n g : physical fitness, tr a c k

and field, Native games, tennis, archery, and gymnastics.

F I N E  ARTS COURSES OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors)
Piano a , b ,.c ,d

Students register for 1 semester.

Piano teaching equipment includes six electronic pianos and one m a s t e r  p i a n o  

w it h  headsets allowing for individualized instruction.

£ — Students will learn basic music theory, 

b — A continuation of Piano a with emphasis on techniques, 

c— A  contiuation of Piano a and b w i t h  czrhasis on style.

£ — A continuation of Piano a, b, and c with emphasis on solo work.

■

ELECTIVE C O U R S E S --(c o n t in u e d )
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F I N E  ARTS C O U RSES

BEGINNING C HORUS a. b. c, d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors)

Students register for- 1 semester

a — This course provides basic opportunity for singing in a m i x e d  group.

Students vill learn b a s i c  music theory.

L— .. continuation c£ Beginning Chorus- a vith'emphasis, in not e  reading.' ..
Si— A  continuation of Beginning Chorus a and b. 'y-.y . \ . r - ; '• ••. '•
d— A c o ntinuation of Beginning Chorus a. b. and c w i t h  develo p m e n t  of m u s i c i a n­

ship and choral tone in three-part singing.

ELECTIVE COURSES— ( c o n t i n u e d )

A D V A N C E D  CHORUS a. b, c,d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen, sophemores, juniors, seniors)

Students will register for 1 semester. Prerequisite: B e ginning Chorus or

p revious choral experience.

a— This is the main performance choral group. Vocal techniques vi l l  receive 

e m p h a s i z e d .

b_— A continuation of Adva n c e d  Chorus a. Diction and four-part singing are 

stressed. Concentration w i l l  be on preparation for w i n t e r  concerts.
£ — A continuation of Advanced Chorus a and b and four-part singing.

£ — A  continuation of A d v a n c e d  Chrous a, fc, and c wit h  four-part singing. 

Concentration wil l  be on preparation for spring concerts and festival.

B E GINNING BAND a , b, c. d OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen, s o p h o m o r e s , juniors, seniors)

Students must be willing to give time to practice as required.

£ — Beginning instrumental training w i t h  concentration on notes and fingering, 

b— 'A continuation of Beginning Band a with special emphasis on rhythm, 

c— A continuation of Beginning Band a and w i t h  emphasis on m u s i c a l  technique. 

d--A continuation of Beginning Band a, b, and c wit h  special interest on 

•into a at ion.

IK TFXtEDTATE J B A K D _ a h c , d 

Prerequisite: Beginning Band

OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors)

a — A review of beginning band exercises.

1)— A continuation of intermediate Band n wit h  special emphasis on intricate 

intonacion problems.

£ — A continuation of In termed into ?»nnd b with special emphasis on difficult 

rhythmic techniques.

d — A continuation of intermediate Band c w i t h  special p r e p a r a t i o n  for 

Adva n c e d  Band
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f i n s  a r t s

A D V A N C E D  BAirP a. b, c, d 

Prerequisite: Beginning Band

A d m i s s i o n  i'* audition-.

OFFERED: 1st and 2nd seme s t e r

(freshmen, s o p h o m o r e s , . j u n i o r s ,  seniors)

£ — A p e r forming group for advanced instrumental musicians. C o n c e n t r a t i o n  

is on public performance.

_b— A contin u a t i o n  of A d v a n c e d  Band a with c o n c entration on w i n t e r  concerts.

c*>*A continuation of A d v a n c e d  Band a and b with c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on the Pep Band.

c— A  conti n u a t i o n  of A d v a n c e d  Band a, b, and c w i t h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on spring

concerts, festival and commencement.

Art 1 OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

Students register for 1 semester (freshmen, s ophomores, juniors, seniors)

Students learn the elements of art, such as composition, value, color, and 

texture. A  v a r i e t y  of m e d i a  will be offered to i l l u strate t h e  v a r i o u s  media.

Art 11 OFFEP.ED: 1st and 2nd semester

Students register for 1 semester (freshmen, so p h o m o r e s ,  juniors, seniors)

Students continue to study the elements of art using a b r o a d e r  v a r i e t y  of 

media.

SOCIAL STUDIES

BASIC PSYCHOLOGY OFFERED: 1st and 3rd q u a r t e r

Prerequisite: Permission cf instructor (juniors, seniors)

This c ourse is designed to give the student an o pportunity to look at himself 

through a psychological perspective. A developmental a p p r o a c h  wi l l  be used.

Students will h a v e  the opportunity to look at themselves as u n i q u e  individuals, 

searching for answers to rhe question, "Who, what, and w h y  a m  I?"

ADVANCED PSYCHOLOGY OFFERED: 2nd and 4th q u a r t e r

Prerequisite: Basic Psychology (juniors, seniors)

This course is designed to give the student the o p p o r t u n i t y  to l o o k  at. 

interpersonal relationships through a psychological p e r spective. T o p i c s  

such as family, m a n  and woman, prej u d i c e  ar.d the w o r k i n g  w o r l d  will be 

e x p l o r e d .

BUSINESS EDUCATION

TYPING la. lb OFFERED: as needed

Students register for 1 semester (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

An introduction to basic touch typewriter skills, m a c h i n e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  and key 

board control. Develops knowledge of machine parts, their a d j u s t m e n t s  and use, 

related English usage and common copy format.

■lb— Emphasis is placed on developing mastery of numbers and b a s i c  symbol keys 

with an awareness of the necessity for accuracy in t y p e w r i t i n g  these special 

characters. Skill is gained in related learning such as w o r d  division, number 

guides, spelling, capitalization guides, and other elements of technical typing.
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E L E C T I V E  COURSES—  (continued) 

BUSI N E S S  EDUCATION

T YPING 11a, lib OFFERED: as n eeded

Students register for 1 semester . (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

3 1 a — Emphasis is placed on increased typing power and a c c u r a c y  drills. Students 

develop additional letter styles, including executive letters, special size, 

tabulated data, special communications, and other related b u s i n e s s  forms.

E mphasis is p laced on b u i l d i n g  profic i e n c y  in m a i ling procedures, addressing 

••..envelopes.; folding letters, and-i n s e r t i n g  these- into e n v e l o p e s , p r e p a r i n g  . • .... */ .

i e t t e r s .with carbon copies, and h a n d l i n g  enclosures.

l ib— Develop an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of skill in duplicating, incl u d i n g  p r e p a ration 

of stencils, m a s t e r s  for spirit duplicators, models for photocopiers, and 

m u l t i p l e  carbon copies. Develops m a s t e r y  of basic t e c hniques taught in 

Typing 1. Develop ability to understand, analyze, and carry through all 

instructions for solving problems related to typing.

A C C O U N T I N G  la, lb OFFERED: 1st semester

Student registers for 1 semester (juniors, seniors)

l a — Instructions include the understanding of the first and mo s t  elemental 

a c c o u n t i n g  cycle and its effect on management policies incl u d i n g  two column 

journal, posting to general ledge, trial balance, financial statement, and 

b a l a n c e  sheet. Emphasis is on financial statements. N ew income, or net 

loss wil l  be computed and b o o k s  closed at the end of the fiscal year'.

lb OFFERED: 2nd semester

Prerequisite: Ac c o u n t i n g  la . (juniors, seniors)

Systems and procedures for c ontrolling cash receipts, cash payments, purchase 

and sales are emphasized. I n t roduction to special jour n a l s  ledgers, adjusting 

entries for mercha n d i s e  inventory and prepaid expenses.

A C C O U N T I N G  11a, lib OFFERED: 1st semester

(seniors)

P r o c edures involving management control, handling p a y roll and handl i n g  notes 

receivable and notes payable are covered. Students spend six we e k s  w o r king 

on practice sheets for a paint company, hardware store, and a service station. 

Depreciation, accurals, deferrals, and combination jour n a l s  are emphasized.

O F F I C E  P R O C E D U R E S

Introduces students to the wo r l d  of w o r k  in clerical careers. T he course is: 

designed to develop competent, productive office workers. Prerequisite: Typing I.

P E R S O N A L  T Y P I N G

The course is designed to build competence in academic typewr i t i n g  and develop skill 

in using the typewriter as a personal w r i ting tool. Specific areas include personal/ 

business letter, manuscript typing, and how to complete job a p p l i cation forms.
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ELEC T I V E  COURSES--(continued)
' i

EUSI N E S S  EDU C A T I O N

A C C O U N T I N G  lib OFFERED: 1st s e m e s t e r  '
Prerequisite: A c c o u n t i n g  11a (seniors)

A A  introduction to the fundamentals of b u s i n e s s  da t a  p r o c e s s i n g  w h i c h  

includes manual, m e c h a n i c a l  and electronic data p r o c e s s i n g  and common 

language. Students spend several w e e k s  revic^'ng diff e r e n t  types of 

journals, ledgers, and w o r k i n g  papers.

OFFICE P R A C T I C E  OFFERED. O n  demand

Prerequisite: 1 year of typing

This c ourse is desi g n e d  to give the student e x p erience similar to that 

encountered in a business office. Students w i l l  o p e r a t e  v a r i o u s  types 

o f ' o f f i c e  equipment and r e c eive instruction in o f f i c e  duties such as, 

handling mail, filing, telephoning, specialized typing skills and care and 

m a i n t e n a n c e  of equipment.

S H O R T H A N D  1 OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

This is a one y e a r  course. (juniors, seniors)

T he first section stresses reading and w r i t i n g  us i n g  and learning standard i

symbols and brief forms. Dictation and t r a n s cription are emphasized to 

bring t he words p e r  m i n u t e  to a useable level. Student mus t  be abl e  to ;

type a f t e r  first quarter.

SHORTHAND II OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

Prerequisite: Shorthand 1 (juniors, seniors)

After a brief r e v i e w  of basic shorthand skills emphasis is in t aking d i c t a t i o n  

and transcribing the material. Direct dictation and commerical p r o g r a m s  

that offer a v a r i e t y  of dictating styles and p r a c t i c e  in all s t e n o g r a p h i c  

skills complete the course.

PERSONAL FINANCE OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(seniors)

T he economic setting and services of business and b a n k i n g  are explored.

This c ourse is consumer oriented. Relationships of busin e s s  and b a n k i n g  

to daily life are explored. Emphasis is gi v e n  to the individual in our 

economy. Business v o c abulary a.id pra c t i c a l  applies 'on of the theory 

involved are stressed.

CAREER EDUCATION a, b OFFERED: 1st and 2nd s e m e s t e r

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

£ — This course is designed to enable the student to a c h ieve k n o w l e d g e  of 

himself in relation to the world of w o r k  and tc b r o a d e n  the student's 

k nowledge of the world of work. The student will explore his own interests, 

abilities, values, and p o t e n t i a l  and b ecome aware of the o p p o r t u n i t i e s  in 

the various job families. The student will learn v a r ious deci s i o n  m a k i n g  

skills and the u se of those skills and begin to n a r r o w  his occupa t i o n a l  choices.



ELECTIVE COURSES— ( c o n t i n u e d )

E USINESS E DUCATION

C A R E E R  EDU C A T I O N  b " OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semes t e r

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

T he student w i l l  learn job acquisition skills and w i l l  hav e  a n  o pportunity to 

pract i c e  those skills. ..After, the. .student has learned .’-o.w to get. a.jobj the. :i- "':y.

'■'topic ’of.'- k e e p i n g‘ a. j'ob':bnc e  -he has' gotten it will' B e  xplore’d •Emphasis’'will' • '*• v  

be on e m p l o y er-enployee reiaticns, emoloyee-eraployee relations, and conduct 

on the job. P roper procedures for leaving a job a re taught.

W O R K / S T U D Y O F F E R E D : On demand

(juniors, seniors)

This course is designed to give the student actual e x p e rience in a work 

situation. T he student w i l l  indicate an occupation that inte r e s t s  him. 

A r r a n g e m e n t s  will be made b y  the W o r k  Programs Coordi n a t o r  for the student 

to w o r k  in a specific situation. Student's w o r k  wi l l  be j o i n t l y  evaluated 

by the W o r k  Programs Coordinator and the on-the-job supervisor.

HO M E  ECONOMICS

SURV I V A L  SKILLS IN HOME ECONOMICS OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(juniors, seniors)

Field trips, class discussions, and lab projects wi l l  p r o v i d e  a variety of 

activities in: food selection, safety and sanitation and g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s

for food preparation, decision m a k i n g  and parenting, lease r e a d i n g  and cost 

and ideas for housing, clothing care and repair for the family.

FOOD A ND NUT R I T I O N  

(1/2 credit)

OFFERED: To be announced

1st s e m e s t e r  

(freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors'

Individualized p r o gram for bachelor, intermediate and a d v a n c e d  levels will 

feature introductory food preparation as well as company d i n n e r s  for advanced 

students. A  v a r i e t y  of me n u s  and meal services are planned.

CLOTHING A N D  TEXTILES 

(1/2 credit)

OFFERED: To be announced

2nd s e m e s t e r  

(freshmen, sophomores, juniors, seniors)

An individualized program for bachelor, intermediate, and a d v a n c e d  levels 

will cover a range of activities from grooming to lining a g a r m e n t  in 

clothing construction.

TE CHNICAL ARTS

B EGINNING AU T O  MECH A N I C S  a, b 

Students enroll for 1 hour only

OFFERED: 1st and 2nd seme s t e r

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

This course relates to general service station work. Students learn to was h  

and polish cars, repair tires, do grease jobs, and change o i l  and oil filters. 

They do mo t o r  tune-up, including changing points and plugs, carburetor a d j u s t­

ment, and mainte n a n c e  and .repair of brake and electrical systems.
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E L E C T I V E  COiraSES—  (continued)
i

T E C H N I C A L  A L T S

A D V A N C E D  A U T O  M E C H A N I C S  a, b OFFERED:. 1st  a n d  2 n d  s e m e s t e r

P r e r e q u i s i t e :  B e g i n n i n g  A u t o  M e c h a n i c s  ( s o p h o m o r e s ,  j u n i o r s ,  s e n i o r s )

S t u d e n t s  e n r o l l  f o r  2 hours.

T h i s  c o u r s e  is d e s i g n e d  to t e a c h  s t u d e n t s  t h e  p r o p e r  p r o c e d u r e s  in o v e r h a u l i n g  

a n  e n g i n e  and g e t t i n g  it in r u n n i n g ' c o n d i t i o n .  ' ‘ • ‘ ‘ ' •

S M A L L  E N G I N E S  . O F F E R E D :  1 s t  a n d  2nd s e m e s t e r

P r e r e q u i s i t e :  S h o p  1 ( s o p h o m o r e s ,  j u n i o r s ,  s e n i o r s )

S t u d e n t s  r e g i s t e r  for 1 s e m e s t e r

T h i s  c o u r s e  p r o v i d e s  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  a b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  i n t e r n a l  

c o m b u s t i o n  e n g i n e  and its parts. P r o v i d e s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and a p p l i c a t i o n  

of m e c h a n i c ' s  tools, and a s s e m b l y  of s m a l l  i n t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o n  en gi n e s .

M A C H I N E  SHOP A ND WELDING OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

(sophomores, juniors, seniors)

S t u d e n t s  r e g i s t e r  for 1 se m e s t e r .  S t u d e n t s  e n r o l l  for o n e  o r  tw o h o u r  b l o c k s .

This c o u r s e  covers basic techniques of w e l ding and m a c h i n e  shop. Students 

w i l l  r e c eive experience in acetelyne arc, MIC, and TIC w e l d i n g  as wel l  as 

wit h  lathes, drill presses. r.i 11 ir.g.machines, shapers, and the forge.

C l a s s r o o m  instruction as veil as shop experience w i l l  ho given. Students 

will gai n  knowledge of to’ols, safety procedures and job opportunities 

related to w e l d i n g  and m a c h i n e  shop.

CAR P E N T R Y  OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

Prerequisite: Shop 1 ( s o p h o m o r e s , juniors, seniors)

Students register for 1 semester. Students enroll for two hours.

This c ourse gives general understanding of the carpentry t? nde in relation 

tc unions, apprenticeship programs, and vocational technical school programs.

Students become familiar w i t h  carpentry tools, equipment, and m a i n t e n a n c e  of 

tools related to the trade. Provides basic understanding of foundations, 

framing, roof construction, partitions, w i n d o w  installation, etc., and 

provides an understanding of safety procedures and practices. Students will 

learn the relationship of mathematics as related to carpentry.

WOODSHOP OFFERED: On-dcmand

Prerequisite: Shop 1 (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

For the student who enjoys w o r king wit h  wood and w i s h e s  to expand his a b ilities 

and knowledge in this area. All types of w o o d w o r k i n g  tools will be 

introduced and used on required projects.
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T E C H N I C A L  A R T S

COURSES— (continued)

UP H O L S T E R Y  • OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

Prerequisite: Shop 1 (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

This course introduces students to basic upholstery techniques, tools, and

the use of sewing machines as well as application of p a t t e r n s  and identifi­

cation of various upholstery fabrics. Students learn uph o l s t e r y  pattern 

layouts and use practical skills on actual projects in the upholstery, shop.

A D V A N C E D  LET AT. SHOP OFFERED: on demand

Prerequisite: Shop 1 (sophomores, juniors, seniors)

This course is for students who enjoy w o r king wit h  m e t a l  and w ishes to expand 

his knowledge and skills in this area. Projects and lear n i n g  opportunities 

in sheet metal, forging, bench metal, casting, welding, and m e t a l  lathe will 

be provided.

ELECTRICITY a OFFERED: 1st semester

Prerequisite: Shop 1 (juniors, seniors)

Students enroll for two hours.

An introduction to the field of electricity with emphasis on basic theory 

and methods, tools, and material is provided. Students learn practical 

skills iii wiring, circuits, switches, etc. Provides an understanding of 

, AC/DC current w i t h  relation to power plants, industrial use, ane home con­

struction. Students will learn n e w  w iring techniques as we l l  as rewiring 

of older structures. Safety rules, regulations, and p r o c e d u r e s  are 

strongly stressed.

ELECTRICITY b Continuation of 1st semester

Prerequisite: Electricity a

A  continuation of Electricity a w i t h  emphasis on e lectricity theory. Students 

receive practical application by w i r i n g  motors, overhead lighting, as well as 

n ew construction projects, and installation of h ousehold appliances. Further 

application of safety procedures are emphasized.

DRIVER EDUCATION a OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

Students register for 1 semester. (seniors)

Prerequisite: Student must be 16 years of age and have w r i t t e n  permission

from parents. There is a $6.00 fee for instruction and 

driver's license.

Tl»is course prepares student for written section of State of Alaska driver's 

instruction permit examination. Provides general u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of driving 

regulations.

v D RIVER EDUCATION h OFFERED: 1st and 2nd semester

Prerequisite: Driver's Education a (seniors)

This section provides basic practical driving skills through actual driving 

sessions. Enables students to take and pass the State of Alaska driver's 

license examination (road test). Students must obtain a state driver's

license to receive credit for this section of driver's education.



ELECTIVE COURSES— ( c o n t i n u e d )

A V I A T I O N  E D UCATION .

Thin course w i l l  provide the student w i t h  basic and p r a c t i c a l . k n o w l e d g e  of air 

transportation and small aircraft relevant to rural Alaska. Th i s  course is 

designed for the student w h o  is eligible to take Algebra. It includes a study of 

the theory of flight, the history of flight, the airc r a f t  and systems, navigation, 

weather, avionics, charts, airports, air traffic control, careers, and the l e d eral 

A v i a t i o n  Agency requirements. A  study of rocketry will acquaint the student w i t h  

the early attempts as w e l l  as the recent accompli s h m e n t s  in this field. P r e p a r a t i o n  
for the test for the P r i vate Pilot may be included.
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P E T I T I O N

WE, THE STUDENT BODY of Mt. Edgecumbe High School, 

strongly feel that Mt. Edgecumbe High School is very necessary 

in meeting the educational needs of many Alaskan students. Mt. 

Edgecumbe provides a varied and challenging curriculum that is 

geared to meeting the needs of every individual. We feel that 

it is very difficult for small village high schools to meet all 

these educational needs. Mt. Edgecumbe also serves as a communi­

cation point for the State. Students from small isolated areas 

have the opportunity to gain an understanding of all the other 

Alaskan Native groups, including their culture and personality 

because of the interaction that takes place here. M.E.H.S. 

provides a door to the outside world since students are exposed 

to many new and broadening experiences. Many leadership oppor­

tunities are provided and this is essential because the students 

of today are our future leaders. M.E.H.S. also gives students 

the opportunity to develop self-reliance and responsibility. We 

are very concerned that future students have these opportunities.

WE STRONGLY URGE that something be done to allow a 

Freshman class to enter M.E.H.S. next year. They deserve the 

chance to attend a school such as Mt. Edgecumbe.

WE, ALSO, DEEPLY believe that it is vital to the State 

of Alaska that Mt. Edgecumbe remain open not only next year, but 

for many years to come. What better natural resource do we have 

to cultivate than our students. They are the future!

YOUR HELP WOULD be deeply appreciated.

&
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A p r i l  7, 1982

REPORT OF THE SENATE HEALTH, E D U CATION 
AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE ON 

MT. EDGECUMBE HIGH SCHOOL, SITKA, A L A S K A

Introduction: The federal government has notified the state
that Mt. Edgecumbe High School will be closed after the 
1982-1983 school year. As a preparatory step, the school 
has been told not to enroll any first-year students in that 
year. A number of persons have suggested that the state 
take over the school.

To inform its members and the Senate at large, the Senate 
Health, Education and Social Services Committee, (as well as 
Senator Eliason and Representative Grussendorf) v i s i t e d  the 
school on March 18, 1982. All buildings associated with the 
educational program, including dormitories, were toured.
The Committee met with administrators, staff members and 
counselors and later with student representatives. Mr.
Leroy Demmert, the superintendent, was very cooperative. In 
response to a previous letter he had much written 
information ready and together with his staff supplied 
additional information on the spot.

The Senate HESS Committee received a petition signed by 183 
students, and 51 letters in support of the continuation of 
Mt. Edgecumbe. Discussion with student leaders revealed 
many reasons, similar to those noted by all students, for 
attending the school, as well as a desire to complete their 
education in the place of their choice with the option open 
for their younger siblings in the future.

Facility: The school, a World War II naval station, is a
large complex of buildings which include several classroom 
structures, two dormitories and two hangars converted into a 
double gymr. ;sium and a vocational training area (including 
wood shop, sheet metal, welding and auto mechanics).

Because the complex is so large and requires operation of 
utilities for the whole island (provided on a contractual 
basis with the PHS h o s p i t a l ) , there are significant demands 
on human and financial resources. The high cost of •.
operation and maintenance spawned the Comprehensive 
Consolidation Plan drafted by the B.I.A. in 1980. The plan 
reduced the size of the installation and the operational 
cost through elimination of staff housing and road 
maintenance. Part of this area has been conveyed to the 
Shee Aitka and plans are underway for the development of a 
new boat harbor near the school.
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Although the structures are dated, they appear to be well 
maintained. Mt. Edgecumbe has been eliminated for several 
years from federal funding for structural upgrading. A n  
evaluation of the facility, completed in 1979 b y  the B.I.A., 
recommends over $23 million (in 1982 dollars) to bring the 
buildings included in the consolidation plan up to fire and 
life/safety codes.

Personnel and Curriculum; .‘Staff has been decreased in 
recent years. There are now 135 total employees in 
education and facility management, most of them local hire.. - 
The B.I.A. predicts no federal opportunities for rehire for 
these employees due to massive personnel cut-backs 
nationwide. Educational staff, if hired by the state, bring 
5 years B.I.A. service under the state retirement plan.

The staff members w h o  met with the Committee gave an 
impressive overview of the school. In addition to required 
educational programs, the school offers art, music, Alaska 
and native studies, business education, psychology, 
nutrition and socialization, audio-visual training and. 
aviation education. •

A significant factor at the boarding school is an atmosphere 
demanding responsibility and self control. Adult staff are 
available on a 24 hour basis and counselors work with the 
students in an ongoing basis to de-emphasize cultural 
differences, improve socialization skills and encourage 
healthy living habits. Alcohol,,and drug problems do occur, 
but the resources are available to deal with these areas, 
and the variety of recreational opportunities supply 
alternatives for the student's energy.

S t u d e n t s : The student population of Mt. Edgecumbe
represents a variety of urban and rural settings, with 
heaviest enrollments from the northern and southcentral 
parts of the state. Nearly half of the school's students 
come from the Bethel area. Enrollment now is 323 students.

A 1980 survey indicated that half of the MEHS students come 
from villages where there is no high school, or only a 
partial school that does not include their grade level.

Parents and students have indicated their reasons for 
attending Mt. Edgecumbe as: isolation at home,
socialization, more curriculum opportunities coupled with a 
competitjve atmosphere and academic achievements. Also 
noted was a perception of easier access to alcohol and drugs 
at home, as well as discrimination in local public schools. 
Many students also come from families whose past generations 
have attended Mt. Edgecumbe, and view the school as a 
tradition. .



As noted by Judith Kleinfield, Institute of S o c i a l  &
Economic Research, UAF, the success rate of M E H S  graduates 
in higher education is 50%, compared to 31% for local 
schools. This may, however, indicate that s t u dents with 
academic aspirations are more likely to apply t o  MEHS.

Budget; The Mt. Edgecumbe budget for 1982 is $6,315,751 
($2,795,451 for education and $3,520,300 for facility 
management) for a cost of $19,503 for each of t h e  323 
students. Included in this budget is cost of t r a v e l  from 
home to school and back, and for emergency trips.
The requested budget for 82/83 is $3,565,400, ref l e c t i n g  
close-out year, operational costs and reduced enr o l l m e n t  • 
through the elimination of the freshman class.

Considerations; According to federal policy, the Department 
of the Interior must insure that Alaska Native entities 
exercise self-control in all aspects of the e d u c a t i o n  
process. Alaska natives have the right to e l e c t  to close 
Mt. Edgecumbe or contract for B.I.A. services.

25 C F R  Part 31a.4, "the Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs through the Director s h a l l . . . (3) ensu r e  that 
Indian Tribes and Alaska Native entities fully exercise 
self determination and control in planning, priority 
setting, development, management, operation, staffing and 
evaluation in all aspects of the education process".

However, the decision to close,Mt. Edgecumbe w a s  made in the 
absence of Native participation and has been interpreted by 
some as indicating a termination of the federal-Native 
relationship. Some entities have already agreed to this 
termination through notification of the turnover of local 
schools to the state.

Senator Stevens had scheduled a hearing before the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on March 19 "...to determine what
the plans are for an orderly transition and for upgrading 
and repair of the facilities." Due to the Senator's 
illness, this meeting was cancelled. It has been 
rescheduled for April 29, 1982.

Naturally, more attention is centered on the future of the 
day schools since the two options offered the state will 
close most, if not all of the schools, following the 1981/82 
school year. (Note: 10 of the day schools have already
notified the Department of Education of their intention to 
transfer to the state s.hool s y s t e m ) .

A March 25th letter from Governor Hammond to the Dept, of 
the Interior re]ected both options offered the state 
concerning the 37 day schools because they do n o t  address 
the policy issue of Native involvement in the transfer, and 
because the proposals do not allow sufficient transition 
time or provide reasonable resources.



If Mt. Edgecumbe w e r e  closed the small increase o f •students 
to the various village schools would not generate sufficient 
revenue to provide variation and curriculum expansion in 
local schools in any way equal to MEHS.

The B.I.A. has indicated that the Off-Reservation Boarding 
School study suggested negotiating, through the state and 
appropriate native groups, the absorption of students by 
other alternatives. B.I.A. documents show the state 
boarding school program, as the only option for Mt.
Edgecumbe students, while acknowledging that some enrollees 
are drop outs from the state program, and that the Alaska 
Native Education A s s o c i a t i o n  study showed a 66% drop out 
rate for native students in public schoolfe. In addition, 
evidence has shown that native students who transfer from 
Anchorage schools do not graduate from any other school in 
the state. Students indicating an inability to cope with 
the public school system and having social reasons for 
attendance at Mt. Edgecumbe also have the state boarding 
school option.

Significant planning time would be required to accomplish 
the transition and allow placement for the students in the 
state boarding school program.

The local economy in Sitka is clearly dependent on the 
federal installation at Mt. Edgecumbe. Through all sources, 
the school furnishes at least $5 million to the local 
economy, while employing many of its citizens whose children 
have a significant impact on the school system. The Sitka 
city-borough owns the utilities, which are operated on 
contract by Mt. Edgecumbe High School. This situation in 
utilities allows Sitka to hold down costs to al] citizens 
with rate structures based on continued consumption of the 
school. Closure of the boarding school vill ultimately 
affect Sitkans in innumerable ways not immediately evident.

What will become of Mt. Edgecumbe property should the school 
find no other resources is uncertain. Ownership is with the 
Indian Health Service, but disposal would occur through the 
Bureau of Land Management, presumably following a method 
giving federal agencies first priority and then Native 
or g a n i z a t i o n s .

Although considerable negotiation for turning the 37 B.I.A. 
day schools over the the Department of Education has 
occurred in the past year, little discussion over the future 
of Mt. Edgecumbe has been included. Uncertainty over the 
school's continuance has been blamed for decreasing 
enrollments. At this time, no freshmen will be admitted 
this fall, with closure certain to follow the termination of 
the 1982/83 school year.

-4-



Legal opinion offered this Committee by L e gislative counsel 
suggests that the school could be limited to rural students 
although non-native exclusion would clearly v i o l a t e  the 
state constitution.

2. State operation as

a. boarding high school for students from rural 
areas (e.g., places with less than 500/1,000 
p e o p l e ) , or

b. boarding high school for students from areas
where there is no school through 12th grade, 
or when the Department of E d u cation has 
certified that the local high school is 
inadequate, or . • : *

c. boarding prep school for inadequately prepared 
college-bound high school graduates, or

d. leadership academy for outstanding high school 
seniors.

e. boarding home, with students attending Sitka 
schools.

3. State contract with one or more Alaska Native 
orga.iizations to operate the school as in 2 a-d.

4. Convert to vocational education facility, along 
lines of Seward Skill Center.

5. Convert to minimum security prison.

6. Transfer ownership to Sitka C i t y - B o r o u g h .

The Committee recommends that these, and other options, be
considered by the Legislature giving special attention to
the impact of each on the community of Sitka. It is further 
recommended that the Legislative Council prepare legislation 
for the pre-filing in the 1983 session in order that 
expeditious action can be taken well in advance of Federal 
termination of the facility.

-5-
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MEMORANDUM

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RESEARCH AGENCY

June 24, 1981

TO: Representative Pappy Moss

FROM: Peter B. Froehlich

RE: Tribal Status of Alaska Natives
Research Request 81-132

Hali Denton of your staff has asked this agency to provide a historical 
overview and general background information concerning the legal status 
of Alaska Natives. More specifically, she asked whether any Alaska 
Native villages or groups have claimed sovereign tribal status prior 
to the recent claims by the Native Village of Venetie. She also asked 
about the attitude of the federal government toward such claims.

The legal status of Alaska Natives involves many complicated, contro­
versial, and sometimes emotional issues. The relevant history and 
background is extensive and dates back to before the purchase of the 
Territory’of Alaska from Russia in 1867. Unfortunately, many of these 
issues have not yet been resolved to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
Uften there is a State position, a federal position, and one or more 
Alaska Native positions on any specific question. There has been, 
and continues to be, much r-levant judicial, legislative, and adminis­
trative activity in the area, on both the state and federal levels. 
The frequency of these activities seems to be increasing rather than 
decreasing, but no final resolution of the issues seems imminent.

In answer to the specific questions raised, no Alaska Native village 
or group has claimed sovereign tribal status in the same manner and 
to the same degree as has the Native village of Venetie recently, nor 
is there any explicit federal position on the issue. Essentially, 
Venetie is attempting to depart from the status quo and neither the 
validity of the attempt, nor the attitude of the federal government 
towards it, can yet be ascertained with certainty.

Two village councils, for Metlakatla and Klukwan, have had their sover­
eign immunity from suit judicially recognized. Sovereign immunity from 
suit is, of course, only one aspect of full sovereignty. We are aware 
of one village council (Tanacross) which has proposed negotiations 
with the State of a "tribal-state compact" or treaty.* According 
to the Attorney General's office, several other village councils, 
as well as Mauneluk Association and the Tlingit-Haida Central Council,
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have orally or informally claimed sovereign tribal status for various 
purposes. Most of these claims have related more to the receipt of 
funds and provision of services than to law making and enforcement.

In addition, there has been some recent indication from the Department 
of Interior Solicitor's office that the federal position is much closer 
to recognition of sovereign tribal status for Alaska Natives than is 
the State position. The body of this memorandum will address these 
matters more thoroughly and specifically.

In our rcbC-.rch of this issue we have interviewed Assistant Attorneys 
General Thomas Meacham, Thomas Koester, Rick Robertson and Debra Vogt. 
We have also interviewed Don Mitchell, an attorney for the Alaska 
Federation of Natives, Tony Strong of the Tlingit-Haida Central Council, 
and C.L. Henson in the Tribal Operations Office of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs (BIA) Juneau Area office. In addition, we have reviewed the 
two reports enclosed with this memorandum:

• Tribal-State Relations: A New Paradigm for Local Government in
Alaska, Michael Walleri, Tanana Chiefs Conference, 1980

• The Special Relationship of Alaska Natives to the Federal Govern­
ment, David Case, Alaska Native Foundation, 1978

We have also reviewed all of the documents described on the list en­
titled "Reference Documents" which is attached to this memorandum as 
Appendix A. All of these documents are available from this agency 
except the last, Alaska Natives and the Land by the Federal Field 
Committee for Development Planning in Alaska, which is available from 
the Legislative Reference Library.

Due to the abundance of relevant material and the complexity of the 
issues, this memorandum attempts to provide only a cursory summary. 
It is divided into five sections dealing with the following topics: 
1) the Venetie situation in particular; 2) Alaska Natives before the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA); 3) ANCSA; 4) Alaska 
Natives after ANCSA; and 5) sovereign immunity.

VLNLTIE

In January of 194U, the Consitution and by-laws of the Native Village 
of Venetie were ratified, under the terms of the Indian Reorganiza­
tion Act (IRA) of 1934 which was extended to Alaska in 1936. Nearly 
3-1/2 years later, in May of 1943, 1,408,000 acres were withdrawn by 
Presidential Proclamation to create the Venetie-Chandalar Reserve.

1 4/4/80 letter from Michael Walleri to Attorney General Gross.
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This reserve included the villages of Venetie, Arctic Village, Chan- 
dalar, and Kachick. It was the first large Alaska Native reserve 
created in the state under the IRA. The Annette Island Reserve of 
86,741 acres had been created by federal statute in 1891, and is gener­
al ly considered to be a true Native reservation. The Tetlin reserve 
of 768,000 acres had also been established in 1930 by Executive Order, 
not as a true Native reserve, but as a "public purpose" reserve to 
promote "vocational training" and to assist in "restocking the country" 
and "protecting fur bearing animals." The Venetie reserve is by far 
the largest Native reserve ever created in Alaska for any purposes.

The approximately 225 Alaska Natives who occupied and used the 1,408,000 
acre Venetie reserve accepted it by unanimous vote on March 1, 1944. 
However, in 1950 and in 1957, the Venetie reserve Natives petitioned 
the Secretary of the Interior to add approximately 2 million additional 
acres, claiming use and occupancy of that additional acreage. These 
petitions were never granted and are still being pursued, but may be 
part of the reason that the Venetie and Arctic Village village corpora­
tions received title to 1,799,927 acres under ANCSA rather than the
1,408,000 acres which were contained in the original reserve.

Section 19 of ANCSA (1971) revoked reserves created in the state for 
Alaska Natives for any purpose, except the Metlakatla Reserve. However, 
village corporations for villages located on reserves were given the 
option of receiving surface and subsurface title to the acreage of the 
reserve instead of merely surface title to the 69,120 to 161,280 acres 
which other village corporations were entitled to receive based on
population. Reserve village corporations which exercised this option 
were required to forego receipt of funds under the act, and stockholders 
of those village corporations were required to forego ownership of any 
regional corporation.

The villages of Chandalar and Kachick no longer existed by 1971. The 
village corporations for Venetie and Arctic Village voted to exercise 
their section 19 option to receive surface and subsurface title to 
1,799,927 acres instead of surface title to 69,120 acres each. In
anticipation of receiving title to the 1,799,927 acres, the two
village corporations conveyed it by warranty deed to the Native Village 
of Venetie IRA Council on September 1, 1979. A little over 3 months 
later on December 17, 1979, the two village corporations received 
patent to the acreage and title passed to the IRA Council under the
deed. Less than a year later, both village corporations dissolved
themselves by shareholder vote.

At least as early as 1976, the residents of the former Venetie reserve 
were attempting to find a means of returning the former reserve lands
to trust status instead of the fee simple land ownership mandated by
ANCSA. Their attempts were . ffed several times by the Department
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of the Interior, culminating in a September 15, 1978 Solicitor's Opinion 
by Associate Solicitor for Indian Affairs, Thomas W. Fredericks, that 
the terms of ANCSA precluded such a reversion. The opinion held that 
the Secretary of Interior could not legally accept title to the Venetie 
lands in trust for the IRA Council. The federal government's land
ownership in trust for Indian-reservation tribes in the lower 48 states 
is a nearly universal corollary to the sovereignty of those tribes. 
After ANCSA, that land-based trust relationship apparently does not 
exist in Alaska except with respect to the Annette Island Reserve,
although many argue that a different sort of welfare-related trust
relationship remains.

Nonetheless, the IRA Council for the Native village of Venetie is 
pursuing its sovereignty claim as a "state within a state" in the 
words of spokesman and consultant Don Wright. 2 To this end, they have 
denied the authority of State Department of Environmental Conservation 
staff to inspect, supervise, or regulate water and sewer projects 
within the acreage of the former reserve. 3 They also met with the 
governor on April 24, 1981 to discuss jurisdiction over law and order 
matters, resource development and economic cooperation within the 
former reserve. 4 They offered various "Proposed Joint Resolutions" 
includi ng:

• a disclaimer by the State of title to land and water included in
the unresolved claims of 1950 and 1957 for additional reserve 
acreage;

• a cooperative agreement for development of hydroelectric projects 
or, or near former reserve land;

• a cooperative agreement for development of a transportation and 
utility corridor over former reserve land;

• an agreement by the State to recognize "banishment" from former re­
serve land of non-tribal members who violate "tribal law";

• an agreement by the State to fund tribal fish hatcheries and 
facilitate the return of fish to the hatcheries.

2 Anchorage Daily News, 12/18/79
3 5/1/80 memorandum from Commissioner Mueller to Deputy Attorney 
General Condon.

4 4/22/81 letter from Chief Williams to Governor Haminond.



Representative Pappy Moss
June 24, 1981

Page 5

On April 29, 1981, the Venetie IRA Council also offered a "license" to 
the State for the continued use and occupancy of the two high schools 
and a grade school within the former reserve. The proposed license 
includes provisions which would impose a tribal gross receipts tax 
on businesses and which would restrict the activities of the licensee 
and of all non-tribal members. The Venetie IRA Council would be en­
titled to revoke the license upon violation of any of its provisions. 
A copy of the proposed license is attached to this memorandum as 
Appendix B. It has been rejected by the State in favor of a much less 
restrictive 100 year license on the basis that the Venetie version did 
not provide the State with a sufficient interest in the school sites 
as required by AS 35.10.110.5

The validity of the Venetie IRA Council claims to full tribal sover­
eignty continues to be denied by the State. It is likely that there 
will be no final resolution of the issue without years of litigation 
or extensive negotiation. Meanwhile, the IRA Council for the Native 
village of Venetie continues to be one of the largest private land­
owners in the state, and other Alaska Native villages, groups, corpora­
tions and councils, particularly in the Tanana ‘Chiefs' area, are 
beginning to consider claims similar to those of Venetie. For example, 
the IRA Council for the village of Tanacross has proposed negotiations 
with the State on a tribal-State compact to apportion allegedly "con­
current" State and tribal law making, law enforcing, regulatory and 
judicial powers.5

In order to understand the issues raised by the Venetie situation and 
their current context, a brief review of the history of the legal 
status of Alaska Natives is helpful.

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND BEFORE 1971

David Case discusses the early development of governments among the 
various groups of Alaska Natives throughout the state in The Special 
Relationship of Alaska Natives to the Federal GovernmentT? It was 
not until tfie 1930's and 1940‘s that western-style sel f-governing 
institutions were employed among Alaska Natives, and these were "tribal" 
governments, not formal local governments. In 1934, Congress passed 
the Wheeler-Howard Act or Indian Reorganization Act (IRA) to authorize 
Indian tribes on reservations to organize, adopt constitutions and

5 5/22/81 memorandum from Assistant Attorney General Cummings to 
Cowles, UOT/PF.

6 4/4/80 letter from Michael Walleri (TCC) to Attorney General Gross.

7 Alaska Native Foundation, 1978, pp 119-134.
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form federally chartered incorporated governing councils. Because 
there were no tribes and only one reservation (Metlakatla) in Alaska, 
the IRA had only very limited relevance and application to Alaska 
Natives. It was therefore amended in 1936 to include Alaska Native 
villages. The IRA is codified at 25 USC 461 et seq.

Between 1891, when Congress created the Metlakatla reservation, and 
1936 when Congress extended the IRA to Alaska, a number of Executive 
Order reserves were established in Alaska. The Executive Order re­
serves were not true Indian or Native reservations because they were 
not permanent withdrawals which created or recognized a permanent and 
compensable trust interest in land on the part of the Natives. The 
number of these reserves is the subject of some controversy. Accord­
ing to Alaska Natives and The Land, 12 such reserves were created 
before 1936.0

•

However, David Case writes that before 1919, about 150 of these re­
serves were created.y The year 1919 is significant because in that 
year Congress prohibited the creation of Native reserves without 
specific Congressional authorization (43 USC 150). Therefore, none of 
the five reserves created in Alaska between 1919 and 1936 can be con­
sidered Native reserves. They are instead public purpose reserves 
established for purposes such as vocational education. Moreover, (
as explained by David Case, al1 Executive Order reserves in Alaska 
were created to indirectly benefit all members of the general public 
tc preclude future dependency of Alaskan Natives on government assist­
ance. ̂ 0
In any event, the extension of the IRA to Alaska in 1936 finally 
made it possible for Alaska Native communities to establish a form 
of "tribal" or community government and a land-based relationship 
with the federal government, and also made it possible to identify 
Native groups with defined parcels of land. IRA reserves were also 
temporary rather than permanent land withdrawals, but they were closer 
to being reservations comparable to those created by treaty or statute 
in the "Lower 48" than were previous Executive Order reserves in Alaska.

0 Federal Field Committee for Development Planning in Alaska (1968), 
page 443, but a list on page 445 shows 13 Executive Order reserves.

9 David Case, The Special Relationship of Alaska Natives to the Federal 
Government, 19/8, page 32.

ibid, page 32.
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Six IRA reserves were created and accepted by Native groups between 
1941 (Unalakleet) and 1946 (Diomede). These varied in area from 870 
acres (Unalakleet) to 1,408,000 acres (Venetie). Another reserve 
was formed at Hydaburg in 1949, but was judicially invalidated three 
years later in U.S. v. Libby, McNeil, and Libby, 107 F. Supp. 697 
(1952). At least four other IRA reserves were rejected by a vote of 
the Natives involved.

For several years the federal Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) actively 
pursued a policy encouraging formation of IRA councils and the estab­
lishment of IRA reserves. In the late 1940's, petitions and proposals 
were filed for the formation of 23 IRA reserves, and in 1950, 90 
additional petitions were filed. No action was ever taken on any of 
these petitions. 11
In 1953, Congress enacted Public Law 83-280 (P.L. 280) to delegate 
civil and criminal jurisdiction over Indian reservations to specified 
states. In 1957, a federal district court decision, In re McCord, 
151 F Supp. 132 (AK 1957), found that the Tyonek Executive Order 
reserve was "Indian country in which the territory of Alaska had no 
criminal jurisdiction." In 1958, Congress quickly responded and 
added "all Indian country within the territory of Alaska" to P.L. 
280.12 (Emphasis added)

There has been considerable disagreement about the extent and exis­
tence of "Indian country" in Alaska. These seeking to create govern­
mental sovereignty and authority in Alaska Native villages argue in 
favor of a broad definition. 13 Others, including the State of 
Alaska, argue a narrow definition encompassing, after ANCSA, only the 
Metlakatla reservation. 14

11 Alaska Natives and the Land, Federal Field Committee for Develop­
ment Planning in Alaska (1968), p. 443.

12 P.L. 280 is codified at 18 U.S.C. 1152 (criminal jurisdiction) 
and 28 U.S.C. 1360 (civil jurisdiction).

13 Tribal Stace Relations: A Paradigm for Local Government in Alaska, 
Walleri, 198U, pp 23-3U.

14 Attachment to 5/20/81 letter from Attorney General Condon to 
Senator DeCcncino, pp 5-6; 5/6/80 Attorney General's Opinion
pp 3-7.
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No court has yet found there to be any "Indian country" in Alaska 
since statehood. On the contrary, a State superior court in Anchorage 
has found that "Alaska has never become Indian country" . 15 Appeal 
from this decision is pending in the Alaska Supreme Court. An October 
1, 1980, Department of Interior Solicitor's Opinion stated that it 
is possible for "Indian country" to exist in Alaska, even after 
ANCSA, depending on specific circumstances. This opinion held that 
the village of Allakaketwas Indian country because it is a "dependent 
Indian community". "Indian country" is defined for criminal juris­
diction purposes by 18 USC 1151 as including federal Indian reserva­
tions, dependent Indian communities and Indian allotments. There is 
no definition for civil jurisdiction purposes.

One reason that the determination of the existence of Indian country 
in Alaska is significant is the provision of P.L. 280 (28 USC 1360 
(c)) which provides that authorized tribal ordinances and customs 
which are not inconsistent with State law must be given full foi ce 
and effect in all civil cases which arise in Indian country. It is 
theoretically possible that Alaska Natives, if they prevail in their 
arguments that they are tribes, and that their land is Indian country, 
could superimpose a legal system of ordinances and courts upon the
State of Alaska system, as in some of the "Lower 48" states.

ANCSA

The passage of ANCSA in 1971 is considered by most to be a critical
turning point in the relationship of Alaska Natives to both the State
and federal governments. It is considered to be a step towards
assimilation of Alaska Natives into the economic and governmental 
systems of the state and an er.d to any development of Alaska Native 
groups into entities independent of State government and dependent
upon the federal government. However, some Native groups are taking 
the position that assimilation is damaging to their interests. 
Like the IRA Council of the Native village of Venetie, they are 
claiming full tribal sovereignty as states within a state, or even
nations within a nation.

In the declaration of policy at the beginning of ANCSA, Congress
stated at Section 2(b) that:

The settlement should be accomplished rapidly, with cer­
tainty, in conformity with real economic and social needs of 
Natives, without litigation, with maximum participation by 
Natives in decisions affecting their rights and property,

15 Paug Vik, Inc., Ltd. v. Le Resche, No. 77-171 58, 5/12/79 Decision,
p. 16.
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without establishing any permanent racially defined insti­
tution, rights, privileges, or obligations, without creat­
ing a reservation system .g'thy wardship or trusteeship, 
and without adding to the categories ot property and institu­
tions enjoying special tax privileges or to the legislation 
establishing special relationships between the United States 
government and the State of Alaska; [.Emphasis suppliedj

The establishment of full sovereign tribal status for Alaska Natiive 
villages could violate this expressed Congressional intent by estab­
lishing "racially defined institutions, rights, privileges, end ob­
ligations" and by "adding to the categories of property and insti­
tutions enjoying special tax privileges."

Other sections of ANCSA indicate that Alaska Native villages and 
groups must incorporate as profit or non-profit corporations under 
Alaska law (Sections 3(j), 8 (a)-(c) and 14 (h)(2). Section 14 (c) 
requires each village corporation to convey at least 1280 acres of 
land to the State in trust for a future municipal corporation where 
there is no village corporation already in existence. Finally, 
Section 21(d) provides that land conveyed to Native Corporations 
under ANCSA was to be immune from State and local taxation only for 
20 years, not forever, as would be the case for Indian country con­
trolled by sovereign tribes.

j No part of ANCSA recognized Alaska Native villages as tribes nor 
|‘ granted to or recognized in them or in IRA councils any governmental 
ij power even over the land conveyed to them.

Section 19(a) of ANCSA clearly revoked all Native reserves in Alaska 
except for Metlakatla. The revocation included the statutory Klukwan 
reserve, the six IRA reserves, including Venetie and all of the other 
Executive Order and administrative reserves.

Section 19(b) gave village corporations within revoked reserves the 
option of acquiring surface and subsurface title to the entire acreage 
of the reserve instead of surface title to from 69,120 to 161,280 
of selected acreage (depending on village population) plus money dis­
tributions.

Several such village corporations, including those for the villages 
of Venetie and of Arctic Village in the Venetie reserve, chose the 
first option of receiving surface and subsurface title to the revoked 
Venetie reserve. In 1974, Congress granted $100,000 to six of these 
village corporations, including Venetie and Arctic.. Village. The 
others were Eliin, in a former Executive Order reserve of 316,000 
acres, Tetlin in a former Executive Order reserve of 768,000 acres 
and Cambell and Savoonga in a former Executive Order "reindeer sta­
tion" reserve of 1,205,000 acres.
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The Klukwan village corporation elected under Section 19(b) of ANCSA, 
to take title to the former 894 acre statutory Klukwan reservation, 
even though by doing so they waived their entitlement tc the 23,040 
acres and fund distributions to which Southeast Alaska villages were 
entitled. However, in 1976, Congress amended Section 16 of ANCSA 
twice to allow Klukwan village corporation to participate in the bene­
fits of the Act to the same extent as other Southeast villages and 
to select 23,040 acres in addition to the 894 acre former reserve. 
To regain these benefits, the village corporation was required to 
convey "free of trust" the former reserve acreage to the Chilkat 
Indian Village IRA Council.

This was the only mention of any IRA Council in ANCSA. The failure 
of the Act to deal specifically and conclusively with the other IRA 
Councils is unfortunate. The role of these councils has been left 
undetermined, and has been the subject ' of continuing controversy. 
Even though the original intent of the IRA seemed to be that the 
councils it authorized would have a trust land-based jurisdiction, 
only a few councils in Alaska ever achieved any land reserve. ANCSA 
revoked all those reserves except Metlakatla. This left all of the 
other Alaska IRA Councils in the uncertain and confusing situation 
of possessing some theoretical authority without any geographic re-» 
servation in which to exercise that authority. It is the State's 
position that the few IRA Councils which own land, like those in 
Venetie and Klukwan, have no more governmental authority on that 
la i than does any other landowner. Attempts to gain governmental 
authority represent a departure from the status quo and from estab­
lished legal authorities <.r.J, if pursued, will probably require a 
judicial or legislative resolution. Nonetheless, despite ANCSA, 
these attempts have continued.

AFTER ANCSA

Federal Legislation

Federal legislative developments after passage of ANCSA indicate a 
steady effort on the pc.rt of some Alaska Natives to establish the 
status of Alaska Native villages as sovereign tribes. Most federal 
legislation which seems to confer or recognize tribal status in 
Alaska Native villages is related to social or welfare type programs 
rather than to governmental powers. Nonetheless, these statutes can 
be and are being used to argue a pattern of Congressional intent 
that Alaska Native villages be considered to have the same govern­
mental powers as do Indian tribes in the lower 48 states, or at 
least a pattern of Congressional recognition of villages as tribes.

Some examples of the language used by Congress are contained in Appen­
dix C.

J
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According to Tribal-State Relations: A New Paradigm for Local Gov­
ernment in Alaska,1*̂ the federal government has also dealt adminis­
tratively with Alaska Native villages as tribal governments. An 
example cited is the recognition by the Secretary of the Interior of 
several villages as exercising law and order functions such as tribal 
criminal ordinances, tribal police, tribal courts, and tribal penal 
institutions. This recognition was accorded under the Omnibus Crimes 
Control and Safe Streets Act, P.L. 90-351, Section 601(b).

An Assistant Solicitor, Department of the Interior, from Washington, 
D.C. stated at a recent conference1? that Congress has passed 
14_separate pieces of legislation since ANCSA which treat Alaska 
NatTve'vTTlages as tribes. 18 Apparently, the' State of Alaska was 
unaware of"consideration of these pieces of Congressional legislation 
or at least of their inclusion of language recognizing or treating 
Alaska Native villages as tribes. Beginning in 1978, the State 
began expressing its position that villages :.-sarr or>t and could not 
be tribes. In that year, the Attorney General's office wrote to Don 
Young in opposition to S. 2502, one of the early versions of the 
proposed Tribal-State Compact Act. 19 In 1979 the Attorney General's 
office also opposed the definition of "tribe" in the food stamp 
regulations at 7 CFR 2712 (quoted in Appendix C). The Attorney 
General's office also opposed the definition of "tribe" in another 
1979 bill which would have amended the Indian Self-Determination 
Act to include only regional corporations as tribes in Alaska rather 
than village corporations and councils.

The proposed Tribal-State Compact Act, although not yet enacted, 
has been reintroduced twice since 1978 (S. 1181 in 96th Congress; S. 
563 in 97th Congress). The Attorney General's office has continuea 
to oppose the definition of "tribe" and of "Indian country" in these 
bills to include any Alaska Native group or land except the Metlakatla 
Indian Community and their reservation.20

By Michael Walleri (1980) at page 16.

17 Conference on Intergovernmental Relations Involving Unincorporated 
Communities in Alaska (March 23-24, 1981, in Fairbanks).

1{1 See Executive Summary of conference, page 6.
19 9/12/78 letter from Assistant Attorney General Froehlich to 

Representative Don Young.

20 5/6/80 letter from Assistant Attorney General Meacham to Michael 
Walleri and 5/20/91 letter from Assistant Attorney General Meacham 
to Senator DeConcini.
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The proposed Tribal-State Compact Act would enable tribes, as defined 
in the Act, to enter treaties or compacts with state government, 
apportioning law making and law enforcement authority between them. 
The State's opposition to inclusion of Alaska Native villages other 
than Metlakatla in the proposed act has been based on its position, 
that no other Native government exists in Alaska with any authority 
which could be apportioned in a compact with the State. The proposed 
act is apparently intended primarily to deal with problems and con­
flicts between reservation Indian tribes and states in the “Lower 
48". It seems that some Alaska Natives view inclusion of Alaska 
Native villages in the scope of the proposed act as a step toward 
establishing sovereign tribes with local governmental powers as 
an alternative to incorporation as municipalities.

i

The last hearing on S. 563 was held on May 11, 1981, and. the Attorney 
General's office is in the process of obtaining a transcript of the 
proceedi ngs.

State Legislation

As in the federal realm, there also have been State legislative 
developments which may further the attempts of some Alaska Natives 
to gain recognition as sovereign tribes with governmental powers. A 
list and brief description of these statutes, with the year in which 
they were enacted or last amended, follows:

AS 04.21.04U - Defines “local governing body" as used in Title
(1980) 4: Alcoholic Beverages, as including traditional

village councils, but specifically excluding 
village corporations. It also excludes IRA 
village councils by omission.

AS 18.75.040 - Grants village councils authority to adopt dog
(1966) control ordinances, destroy loose dogs, and

otherwise control dogs in a 20-mile radius 
around a village.

AS 29.89.090 - Grants "revenue sharing" state aid to Native
village governments, defined as IRA or tradi­
tional village councils, paramount chiefs or 
village corporations.

AS 35.30.010(a)(2) Requires plan review and comment of public pro-
(1977) jects by village councils.

AS 41.20.480(b) - Allows village councils to submit nominations
(1978) to the governor for appointment to the Wood-

Tikchik State Park Management Council.
i
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AS 44.47.150 - Requires approval of appropriate village entity,
(1975) including traditional village council, of trans­

fers of land received by the State in trust for 
. future municipalities under Section 14 (c)(3) of 
ANCSA. IRA Councils are excluded by omission.

AS 44.74.070 - Allows transfer of State automotive and con-
(1962) struction equipment to a political subdivision of

the State including IRA village councils, but 
excluding traditional councils by omission.

AS 44.83.170(b)(2) - Allows the Alaska Power Authority to make loans 
(1980) for power projects for which a village council

is responsible.

AS 46.40.130(a)(2) - Allows organization of a coastal resource service 
(1977) area to be initiated by resolution of traditional

village councils. IRA councils are excluded by 
omission.

AS 46.40.180(a) - Requires review and approval of a district coastal
management program by traditional village councils.. 
IRA councils are excluded by omission.

AS 46.07 - (Village Safe Water Act) Refers to "village
governing body" without defining it.

In addition to these existing Alaska statutes, several bills now pending 
in the Alaska legislature also refer to Native village councils directly 
or indirectly. A list of these bills with their status and brief 
description follows:

HCSSB 126 (C&RA) - Supplemental appropriation for State revenue 
became law on 4/6/81 sharing to Native village governments as
6 SLA 1981 defined in AS 29.89.050.

CSSB 168 (Fin) am - State assistance for capital projects could
In House Finance be granted only to incorporated or federally-
since 6/6/81 chartered entities that do not possess sovereign

immunity in unincorporated communities. This 
would exclude Section 16 IRA councils and 
traditional councils, but not section 17 
IRA councils.

CSHB 190 (C&RA) 
In House Finance 
since 3/18/81

Would amend AS 29.89.050 to increase state 
aid to Native village governments to $50,000 
and add reference to 1936 IRA amendments.
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SB 341
In Senate C&RA since 
3/27/81

Would add a new AS 29.7U to recognize 
IRA. (but not traditional] Coujdls 
and village corporations as Native 
village governments.

Another bill, SB 350 (in Senate CSRA since 3/31/81), would add a new 
AS 18.53 to create regional service authorities for each Native non­
profit regional corporation in the unorganized borough similar to the 
regional housing authorities created in AS 18.55.966(a).

In addition, there is a Village Public Safety ̂ Officer program adminis­
tered without specific statutory authorization by the Department of 
Public Safety. The department contracts with Native regional cor­
porations to provide state-trained public safety officers in villages. 
The program was first created with funding from the 1980 legislature. 
In FY 1981, only 6 of the 52 village pub-lic safety officers (VPSOs) 
were in unincorporated villages. The program is expected to nearly 
double in FY 1982 and the increase in the number of VPSOs will probably 
mean that many more will be in unincorporated v i l l a g e s . 21 This could 
increase the likelihood that some IRA and traditional councils will 
attempt to use the VPSO as "tribal police" to enforce council ordin­
ances.

Sovereign Immunity

Sovereign immunity from suit is a less controversial attribute of 
Alaska Native village IRA Councils than is full tribal governmental 
sovereignty. The Alaska Supreme Court has held that the IRA Council 
for the Metlakatla Indian Community was immune from suit even though 
it had purchased insurance, Atkinson v. Haldane, 569 p2d 151 (Ak 
1977). The Federal District Court has agreed that the Metlakatla 
IRA Council possess sovereign immunity, Parker Drilling Co. v. 
Metlakatla Indian Community, 451 F. Supp. TI~27 (U. Ak f9/8). The 
Federal District Court has also recognized sovereign immunity for 
the Chilkat Indian Village (Klukwan) IRA Council, Johnson v. Chilkat 
Indian Village, 457 F Supp 394 (D. Ak 1978).

Both the Metlakatla and Klukwan IRA Councils are organized under 
Section 16 of the IRA (25 USC 4/6) rather than Section 17 (25 USC 477) 
whi*"', authorized the organization of Native business entities. Like­
wise, both have had jurisdiction over Congressional ly created reser­
vations, although the Klukwan IRA council now holds fee title to its

21 Colonel Anderson, Alaska State Trooper Director, at Conference on 
Intergovernmental Relations Involving Unincorporated Communities
in Alaska, 3/23-3/24, Fairbanks, p.3 Executive Summary
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former reservation under Section 16(d) of ANCSA. A recent informal 
Attorney General's opinion has given significance to the first but 
not the second common factor. 22 The opinion states that Section 
16 IRA Councils are immune from suit and that therefore the State 
cannot judicially enforce any contracts with the councils. However, 
it specifically states that Section 17 IRA Councils are not immune from 
suit. The opinion seems to apply to all IRA Councils, not just those 
with present or former statutory reserves. It describes all IRA 
Councils as tribal governments but distingushes them from local 
governments which, under Article X, Section 2 of the Alaska Constitu­
tion, can only be cities and boroughs.

CONCLUSION

The informal opinion mentioned above partially illustrates the core 
of the current controversy between the State and those Alaska Natives 
who claim tribal sovereignty. First, the distinction between tribal 
governmental powers and local governmental powers is often blurred. 
Second, the Alaska Constitution imposes two critical prohibitions 
against State recognition, funding and authorization of tribal govern­
ments as local governments. These are the prohibition against the 
establishment of racially defined institutions (Article I, Section 1) 
and the prohibition against use of public funds for private purposes 
(Article IX, Section 6 ).
On the other hand, some Alaska N.r ive villages are reluctant to in­
corporate as local governments (*•.g., second class cities) because 
they fear that opening voting and office holding to non-Natives 
will result in non-Native control of the political process and, in 
turn, the incorporated village. 23 Also, some of the smaller Alaska 
Native villages simply cannot financially support a municipal govern­
ment of the scale currently required for second class cities.

The solution to this dilemma is not likely to be found in the near 
future. It very likely may require extensive litigation and/or both 
State and federal legislation. The distinctions between Alasxa 
Native villages and "Lower 48" Indian tribes have not been recognized 
as clearly as they could be by Congress or the courts.

22 4/27/81 memorandum from Assistant Attorney General Pegues to 
Coin'r McAnerney.

23 The Special Relationship of Alaska Natives to the Federal Gov­
ernment, David Case, 19/8, page 149.
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5/22/81 - 1 p Memorandum from Assistant Attorney General 
Cummings to Cowles (DOTPF)

1 p memorandum (5/19/81) from Assistant 
Attorney General Cummings to Cowles (DOTPF)

4 po draft license for Venetie school sites

5/20/81 - 2 pp

5/18/81 2 pp

5/8/81 - 1 pp

Letter from Attorney General Condon to Senator 
DeConcino objecting to S. 563 (Tribal-State 
Compact Bill of 1981) definitions of "tribe" 
and "Indian country".

7 pp analysis of bill enclosed.

Letter from Assistant Attorney General Meccham 
to Peter Taylor, Counsel to Senate Select Com­
mittee on Indian Affairs, regarding S. 563, 
asking for transcript of 5/11/81'hearing, send­
ing 9/15/78 Solicitor's Opinion and mentioning 
5/20/81 Condon letter.

Memorandum from Assistant Attorney General 
Cummings to Assistant Attorney General Koester 
regarding proposed Venetie school license.

5/6/81 - 5 pp

4/27/81 - 5 pp

Letter from Assistant Attorney General Koester 
to Regional Solicitor Jack Allen regarding 
4/23/81 Solicitor’s Opinion on conveyances from 
municipalities to US to IRA Council to tribe 
members. (Objection - municipal disposal not 
for public purpose.)

Memorandum from Assistant Attorney General 
Pegues to Com'r McAnerney regarding revenue 
sharing with IRA and traditional council which 
states that Section 16 IRA Councils have sover­
eign immunity, but cites only Metlakatla cases.
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6/3/80 - 1 pp

5/21/8U - 6 pp

5/20/81 3 pp

Memorandum from Dep. Com'r Cowles to Assistant 
Attorney General Meacham. Thanks for 5/20/80 
letter to Mueller and 5/6/80 letter to Walleri.

Letter from Assistant Attorney General Meacham 
to Senator Stevens regarding S. 1181 (Tribal 
St Compact bill of 1980) regarding state ob­
jections to definitions of "tribe" and "Indian 
country."

Letter from Assistant Attorney General Meacham 
to Com'r Mueller regarding state's jurisdic­
tion in former Venetie Reserve.

Enclosed:

- 2 pp 4/4/80 letter from Walleri to 
Attorney General Gross regarding ne­
gotiating a tribal state compact.

- 8 pp 5/6/80 letter from Assistart 
Attorney General Meacham to Walleri 
responding to 4/4/80 letter and giving 
state's position that IRA councils 
have no governmental power after 
ANCSA.

C

5/8/80 - 2 pp

5/6/80 - 12 pp

5/5/80

5/1/80

1 P

- 1 p

Letter from Assistant Attorney General Meacham 
to Solicitor Leshy regarding Indian country. 
IRA councils in Alaska, and ANCSB. (Expresses 
some doubt as to federal position.)

Opinion letter from Assistant Attorney General 
Meacham to Michael Walleri (TCC) - same as 
attached to 5/20/80 letter to Com'r Mueller, 
but double space/.

Memorandum from Assistant Attorney General Mertz 
to Assistant Attorney General Meacham relaying 
DEC opinion request.

Memorandum from Com'r Mueller to Deputy Attorney 
General Condon - opinion request regarding 
DEC jurisdiction in Venetie Chandalar reserve.

3/21/80 10 pp Memorandum from Legislative Counsel Guthrie 
on TCC proposed amendments to HB 533 concerning 
muncipal civil penalties.
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9/12/78

4/4/78

VENETIE

4/29/81

4/23/81

3 pp Letter from Assistant Attorney General Froehlich
to Representative Young regarding State's ob­
jections to tribe definition in S 2502 (Tribal- 
State Compact bill of 1978).

33 pp Letter from Assistant Attorney General Donohue
to Com'r Gallagher giving State's position 
that Section 16 IRA businesses are subject to 
state taxes when doing business anywhere but on 
a reservation and that Metlakatla is the only 
reservation in the state.

AND TANANA CHIEFS' CONFERENCE CORRESPONDENCE

«* 4 pp License from Venetie to Department of Trans­
portation and Public Facilities proposed for 
Venetie and Arctic Village high schools.

- 1 pp Letter from Chief Williams to Governor Hammond
regarding 4/24/81 meeting.

Enclosed:

- 4/17/81 letter from Chief Williams to 
BIA Director Zuni complaining that 
BIA personnel told Assistant Attorney 
General Froehlich in 9/78 that Metla­
katla is the oniy IRA in Alaska w^th 
true law making and enforcement powers.

- 9/12//78 Froehlich "polemic" v. S.2502 
5/21/80 Meacham "diatribe" v. S 1181)

- 1/25/40 Venetie IRA Constitution and 
Bylaws

- 6/18/34 IRA Act 
5/1/36 Alaska amendment

- 12/18/79 Anchorage Daily News clipp­
ing regarding patent of Venetie and 
Arctic Village land.
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4/22/81 - 5 pp Letter from Chief Williams to Governor Hammond
regarding tribal position on sovereignty and 
proposing joint resolutions:

Enclosed:

- Proposed State resolutions:

A - claims for more land and water 
with BIA petitions and corres­
pondence since 1951.

B - hydro cooperative agreement.

C - transportation and utility 
corridor with 43 USC 1761.

D - Removal of non-tribal people.

E - Tribal fish hatcheries paid for 
and protected by state.

- 1/25/40 Venetie IRA Constitution and 
Bylaws

- 12/17/79 patent of 1.8 M acres to 
Neets Ai Corporation and Venetie Indian 
Corporation

- 9/1/79 deeds of 1.8 M acres from both 
corporations to Venetie IRA

- 4/26/79 Neets Ai and Venetie Indian 
Corporation resolutions delegating 
Venetie IRA to act for it

- 10/23/80 resolutions of dissolution 
by both corporations.

6/11/80 - 4 pp Memorandum from Walleri (TCC) to Irwin (Nenana)
rejecting 9/15/78 Solicitor's Opinion refusing 
to take village corporation land in trust.

4/4/80 - 2 pp Letter from Walleri (TCC) to Attorney General
Gross proposing tribal state compact.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT UF INTERIOR SOLICTOR'S OPINIONS

4/23/80 - 8 pp

9/15/78 - 4 pp

2/24/32 - 13 pp

From Regional Solicitor Jack Allen to Juneau 
Area Director of BIA regarding validity of 
conveyance of municipally owned land to BIA 
to Regional Housing Authorities to individual 
(rebutted by Assistant Attorney General koester 
5/6/81 and distinguished from 9/15/78 Solicitor's 
Opinion

From Associate Solicitor (DC) for Indian Affairs 
Fredericks to Assistant Secretary of Interior 
for Indian Affairs. BIA may not accept Venetie 
Village Corporation land in trust for IRA 
council (rebutted by Walleri (TCC) 6/11/80)

From Solicitor Finney to Secretary of the 
Interior Wilbur. Indians and natives of Alaska 
have not been recognized as independent tribes, 
but are wards of US and in same position as 
other Indians.

OTHER MATERIAL

A. Alaska Bills - 1981

HCSSB 125 (C&RA) —  Supplemental Revenue Sharing. Authorizes 
grants to Native village governments "as defined in AS 29.89.050.

Law since 4/16/81

CSSB 168 (Fin) am —  Capital projects. Authorizes grants to 
incorporated or federally chartered entities in unincorporated 
communities.

In House Finance since 6/6/81

CSHB 190 (C&RA) -- State aid to Native village governments. 
Amends AS 29.89.050 to increase grants to $50,000 and to add 
reference to 5/1/36 amendment to Indian Reorganization Act.

In House Finance since 3/18/81

SB 341 -- Native village governments. Amend: AS 29 by adding 
a new Chapter 70 recognizing IRA councils or village corporations 
as equal to second class cities.

In Senate C&RA since 3/27/81
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SB 350 —  Authorizing Regional Service Authorities. Amends 
AS 18 by adding a new Chapter 53 authorizing regional service 
authorities for same groups as AS 18.55.996; authorizes regional 
housing authorities.

In Senate C&RA since 3/31/81

B. Federal Laws

1934-1936 Indian Reorganization Act (IRA)
25 USC 461 et seq.

1953-1958 PL 280-18 USC 1162 Crim
28 USC 1360 Civ

1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA)
43 USE 1601 et seq.

1973 State and Local Fiscal Assistance Act
48 USC 353(a)

1974 Housing & Community development Act
42 USC 1437(a)(7) and 5302(a)(1) (

1974 Comprehensive Employment Training Act 
29 USC 872

1975 Indian Self-Determination Act 
25 USC 450 et seq.

1978 Indian Child Welfare Act
25 USC 1901 et seq.

1978 Food Stamp Act of 1978
7 USC 2001 et seq.
Regs. 7 CFR 272

C. Reports

3/81 Summary of Conference on Intergovernmental
Relations Involving Unincorporated Communities in 
Alaska

Tanana Chiefs' Conference

3/81 State Studies on State-Tribal Relations
coir.n on State-Tribal Relations (NCSL and AILC)

•i
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1980

1978

10/68

Tribal-State Relations: A New Paradigm for Local
Government in Alaska

Wal leri/TCC

The Special Relationship of Alaska Natives to the 
Federal Government

Case/ANF

Alaska Natives and the Land Federal Field Comm, for 
Development Planning in Alaska.



APPENDIX B 

f e a ^

CfFOPCr^O') L I C E N S E - 4

T h i s  agreement m ad e  thi s 29th day of April , 193 1 , 
between the NATIVE V I L LA GE OF  V E N E T I E  T RI B A L  GOVERNMENT, a 
sovereign entity and the governing bo d y  and owner/ tr us tee  of 
the a ncestral lands and waters of the N e e t s’Ai  G w i c h’In 
A thap as ka n Tribe by authority of C o n g r e s s  (48 Stat. 984), 
including the V e net ie  Indian Reservation, here in  called 
"Licensor**, and
State of Alaska, Department of Transpor tat io n and
______ Public Facilities________________________________________________ ,

(name)

P. 0. Bo x 1467 .
(address)

J u n e a u , Alaska 99802___________________________________________________
herein called "Lice ns ee ".

In consideration of the mu tua l promises herein contained 
the p a r t i e s  agree as follows:

1. G R A N T  OF LICENSE

Li ce n s o r  hereby grants to Lic en se e a License to occupy 
and use, subject to .ill of the terms and  conditions h e r e o f ,’ 
the following described premises (geographic location anc» 
local na m e  of area of requested entry) : High school, storage
and generator building, teacher living quarters and grade 
school located at Arctic Village on the Veneti e Indian R e s e r­
vation; high school located at Venetie on the Venetie Indian 
Reservation.

2. L I MI TA TI ON  TO  DESCRIBED PURPOSE

T h e  premises m ay  be occupied and  us e d  by Licensee 
solely for the following purposes, subje ct  to all of the 
terms and  conditions hereof: Maintenance and operation o f
the e x isting-school facilitn^ for the benefit of students 
residing on the Venetie Indian Reservation at a fully 
funded level consistent with the criteria set forth bv t h e 
1 oral ..Tndian .‘Tchool Boards on the Veneti e Indian R e s e r v a t i o n . 
In furtherance or these purposes, all State of Alaska agents 
and employees will abide by the terms of this License.

A. A l l  structures and additions to initial structures to 
lac approved by NATIVE VILLA GE  OF V E N E T I E  TRIBAL 
GOVERNMENT.

B. A l l  structures to be maintained in good condition at 
al l t i m e s . " - "—   

C. All  s tructur es to become the pr ope rt y of the NATIVE 
V I L L A G E  OF VENET IE  TRIBAL G O VE RN ME NT  at the termination 
of this License. . "

3. T I M E  LIMITATION

Th i s  License shall be in effect for the period beginning
.______________  , 190__  and continuing until D ecember 31st ,
2080, unless this Agreement is ?rm.inated as provided herein.



4 . FEE ARRANGEMENT

T h e  Licensee shall pay the L i c e n s o r  an annual fee of 
$10.00 per year, payable on January 1s t of each year .

A. If Licensee is a business, O r d i n a n c e  Nu m b e r  73-1 wil l 
be applicable,

• 1) Any and all b u s i n e s s  (person[s;, partnership, or 
corporation engaged in commerce, ma nu facturing or 
service[s); profit-seeking e n t e r p r i s e  or concern) 
conducted within the exterior b o u n d a r i e s  of the a nces­
tral lands and w at e r s  of the M e e t s ' A i  Gwich'In Atha- 
paskan Tribe, including the V e n e t i e  Indian Reservation 
by non-Tribal person[s] or by T r i b a l  Member[s) rcsidinc 
el sewhere will be subject to a f ive perc ent  r m c /
Receipts Tax; 2) said Tax is p a y a b l e  the first day of 
tTacn montfi; 3) ten p e r c e n t  (10%) penalty will b e added 
for late payment per month; 4) p a y m e n t s  sixty (00) 
da y s  in arrears witho ut  the w r i t t e n  permission of the 
Tri ba l Government Council will  b e  cause to terminate 
this Agreement; 5) a copy of L i c e n s e e ' s  annual federal 
income tax statement will be f u r ni she d to Licensor by 
May  1 of the following year, f a i l u r e  to do so will be 
cau se  to terminate this Agr^ tent.

5. REGULATIONS

The Licensee agrees to abide by t he  Constitution and 
By-Laws of the NATIVE V I LLA GE  OF V E N E T I E  T R I B A L  GOVERNMENT 
and the following regulations:

(
1. The non-Tribal L rc 'nsee w i l l  be in the company o f 
an enrolled Tribal meir_,er- at all times when ou t s i d e 
the immediate v i c i n i t y  of A r c t i c  V i l l a g e  or Venetie 
arid shall carry his/her properly e x e c u t ed License w i th 
frim/her at a l l times for preqr>n t-t i on 11 non demand .
2. Under no circu ms tan ce s w h a t s o e v e r  wil l into/icatin 
Jiquors, marijuana or any other m i n d  altering n a r c o t ic 
substance be transported onto or used b v  Licensee while 
on the lands ox w a t e r s  of the Tribe.

3. There will be no removal of p etrified wov ', rocks, 
va luable minerals, substances or a r t i fac ts  fro. the 
lands or waters of the Tribe.

4. There will be no ov ernight camoinq. cam p f i r e s. 
garbage or debris disposal upon t h e  lands or waters of 
the Tribe, except in designated a r eas  wi*-h the proper 
approval.

5. Entering upo n the lands and wat ers  of the T r i b e  by 
any type of aircraft or h e l i c op ter  or watercralTC- !^ 
expressly forbidden except in d e s i g n a t e d  areas with 
proper approval.

6. T h e re will be no fishing, hunting, trapping, b er ry  
p i c k ing or other suUsistancir^riTorrr&g'cl^trhSt^ocverT^

7. Firearms, o f f- roa d vehicles and mo to rcycles are. 
prohibited.



6. T E R M I N A T I O N  *

T h i s  A g r e e m e n t  shall terminate at the e n d  of the poriot 
stated i n  p a r agr ap h three (3). If the L i c e n s e e  has violatec 
any r e g u l a t i o n  enumerated in paragraph five (5) or vi ola te d 
any o t h e r  term  or condition of this License, the NAT IVE  
VILLA GE OF. V E N E T I E  TR IB A L  GOVER NM EN T m a y  r e v o k e  this License 
and s u b j e c t  the  Licensee to prosecution u n d e r  any applicable 
Tribal o r  F ed er al law.

7. C O N D I T I O N  O F  P R EM IS ES

L i c e n s o r  d o e s  n o t  w a rr an t or re pr es ent  tha t  the premise 
are safe, healthful, o r  suitable for t h e  p ur pos es  for w hic h 
they a r e  pe r m i t t e d  to b e  used under the t e r m s  of this licens

8. P E R S O N A L  LICE NS E ONLY

T h i s  L i c e n s e  is pe rso na l to the L i c e n s e e  and shall not 
inure to t h e  successor or assigns of the Licensee.

9. C O N S E N T  REQUIRED F O R  ASSIGNMENT OR  SUB -L ICE NS E

N o  a s s i g n m e n t  ot this License or  an y in terest thci'ein 
and no S u b - L i c e n s e  for any purpose shall be m a d e  or granted 
b y  L i c e n s e e  w i t h o u t  the prior written c o n s e n t  of the Licenso.

10. I N D E M N I F I C A TION

L i c e n s e e  agrees that entry by this L i c e n s e  and the 
exercise o f  h i s / h er /t hei r privileges h e r e u n d e r  are at 
h is / h e r / t h e i r  own risk. Licensee shall i n d e mn if y Licensor 

.for any a n d  all l i a b i l i t y 'for personal injuries, property
damages, los s of life or  property, and any o t h e r  cost or
expense r e s u l t i n g  from, arising out of, o r  in any v;ay 
connected with, the occupation or use of t h e  premises by 
Licensee o r  th e failure on the part of the Licensee to 
perform f u l l y  the Licensee's promises herein.

11. LI C E N S E E  HAS NO  INTEREST OR ESTATE

L i c e n s e e  agrees that he/she/they d o  not ha v e  and shall 
not c l a i m  at any time any interest or e st a t e  of any kind or 
extent w h a t s o e v e r  in the premises by v i r t u e  of t’’is Licen se  
or his/her/t'heir o ccupancy or use hereunder.

I?.. A U T H O R I Z A T I O N

L I C E N S E E  M U S T  SUBMIT AFFIDAVIT OF A U T H O R I Z A T I O N  T O  SIGN 
THIS L I C E N S E  W H I C H  CITES T H E  FEDERAL O R  S T A T E  O R  OR GA NIZATION 
STATUTES A N D  A N Y  A P PL IC AB LE REGULATIONS W H I C H  IMPLEMENT SAME 
OR L I C E N S E  W I L L  BE DENIED.

Licensee

B y : _____________________________

I t s :  *

Date:



Title

Title

T i t l e

Name

Tit le

Na m e

Name

Na m e

Ti tl e

Tit le

Title

Name

Title

We, the undersigned, NATIVE V I L L A G E  OF V E N E T I E  T R I B A L  
G O V E R N M E N T  Council hereby certify that said Council is
com po se d of nine Members (9), of w h o m  ______  w e r e  present
at a m e e t i n g  held this 29th day of A p r i l __________, 1981 ,
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APPENDIX C

SOME FEDERAL STATUTES WHICH REFER TO ALASKA NATIVE VILLAGES AS "TRIBES"

State and Local Fiscal Assistance Act of 1973 
31 USC 1227:

(4) Indian tribes and Alaskan native villages. If with­
in a county area there is an Indian tribe or AIaskan native 
village which has a recognized governing body which performs 
substantial governmental functions, then before applying para- 
graph (1) there shall be allocated to such tribe or village 
a portion of the amount allocated to the county area for the 
entitlement period which bears the same ratio to such amount 
as the population of that tribe jr village within that county 
area bears to the population of that county area.... (emphasis 
added)

Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 
42 USC 5302:

«

(a) As used in this chapter—

(1) The term "unit of general local government" means 
any city, county, town, township, parish, village, or other 
general purpose or political subdivision of a State; Guam, 
the Virgin Islands, ana American Samoa, or a general purpose 
political subdivision thereof; a combination of such politi­
cal subdivisions recognized by the Secretary; the District of 
Columbia; the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands; and In- 
dian tribes, bands, groups, and nations, including Alaska Tn- 
~3ians, Aleuts, and Eskimos, of the United States....(empha­
sis added)

42 USC 1437a:

(7) The term "State" includes the several States, the
District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the
territories and possessions of the United States, the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands, and Indian tribes, bar-.-'s, 
groups, and Nations, including Alaska Indians, Aleuts, a id
Eskimos, of the United States. (Emphasis added)

Comprehensive Employment Training Act (CETA) of 1974 
29 USC 871:

(c)(1) In carrying out his responsibilities under this 
section, the Secretary shall, wherever possible, utilize 
I.idian tribes, bands or groups (including Alaska Native 
villages or oroups as defined in the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement act of December 18, 1971) having a governing’
body, for the provision of manpower services under this 
subchapter.... (Emphasis added)
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Indian Self Determination Act 1975 
25 USC 450b:

For the purposes of this Act, the term—

(a) "Indian" means a person who is a member of an Indian 
tribe:

(b) "Indian tribe" means any Indian tribe, band, na­
tion, or other organized group or community including any 
Alaska Native village or regional or village corporation 
as defined or established pursuant to the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act which js recognized as eligible *or 
the special programs and services provided by the UnitecT 
States to Indians because of -their status as Indians;
(Emphasis added")

Indian Child Welfare Act of 1978 
25 USC 1903:

(8 ) "Indian tribe" means any Indian tribe, band, nation, 
or other organized group or community of Indians recognized as 
eligible for the services provided to Indians by the Secretary 
because of their status as Indian, including any Alaska Native 
village as defined in section 1602(c) of Title 43; (emphasis 
added)

Food Stamp Act of 1978 
7 USC 2012:

(p) "Tribal organization" means the recognized governing body 
of an Indian tribe (including the tribally recognized intertribal 
organization of such tribes), as the term "Indian tribe" is de­
fined in the Indian Self-Determination Act, as well as any Indian 
tribe, band, or community holding a treaty with a State government.

The regulations adopted in 1979 under the Food Stamp Act of 1978 in­
clude the following definition:

7 CFR 271.2:

"Indian tribe" means (1) any Indian tribe, Band, Nation, or other 
organized Indian group on a reservation for example, a Racheria, 
Pueblo or Colony, and including any AIaska Native Village or re­
gional or vi1lage corporation establlshed pursuant to the Afaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act (8j Stat. 688), that js on a reserva­
tion and is recognized as eligible for~Federal programs and ser­
vices provided to Indians because of their status as Indians; 
(Emphasis added)
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H A M M O N D  D I S M I S S E S  B I A  S C H O O L  T R A N S F E R  P L A N
3 - 2 6 - 8 2
#45

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
JUNEAU

Bus. P h o n e :  (907) 465-3500 
Res. P h o n e :  (907)566-1069JAY S. HAMMOND 

GOVERNOR

F O R  I M M E D I A T E  R E L E A S E  

J U N E A U — A l a s k a  G o v e r n o r  J a y  H a m m o n d  t o d a y ,  e x p r e s s i n g  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  " r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  

A f f a i r s , "  s a i d  the s t a t e  w i l l  b e  t u r n i n g  to C o n g r e s s  t o  w o r k  out 

a r e a s o n a b l e  t r a n s f e r  s c h e d u l e  f o r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  of  B u r e a u  of 

I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  d a y  s c h o o l s  in t h e . s t a t e .

H a m m o n d  is a M a r c h  25 l e t t e r  to K e n  S m i t h ,  the a s s i s t a n t  

s e c r e t a r y  of  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  i n  t h e  U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  I n t e r i o r ,  

s a i d  A l a s k a  for s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  c a n  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  e i t h e r  of  two 

a g r e e m e n t s  p r o p o s e d  by t h e  B I A  for s t a t e  t a k e o v e r  o f  37 B I A  day 

s c h o o l s  in r u r a l  A l a s k a .

H a m m o n d  s a i d  t h e  B I A  p r o p o s a l ,  p r e s e n t e d  to the s t a t e  o n  M a r c h  

10, c a l l e d  for Alask.. e i t h e r  to t a k e  o v e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  16 

d a y  s c h o o l s  this c o m i n g  s c h o o l  y e a r  ( 1 9 8 2-83), o r  u n d e r  o p t i o n  II 

t a k e  o v e r  the o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l l  37 s c h o o l s  t h i s  c o m i n g  y e a r  w i t h  

t he s t a t e  r e c e i v i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $5 . 9  m i l l i o n  t o  h e l p  d e f r a y  the 

o p e r a t i n g  costs. U n d e r  b o t h  o p t i o n s  the f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w o u l d

p a y  for the o p e r a t i o n  of  the Mt. E d g e c u m b e  b o a r d i n g  s c h o o l  i n  1982-83.

M O R E



H am mo nd  t h a n k e d  S m i t h  for a g r e ei ng  to o p e r a t e  Mt.

E d g e c u m b e  for t he  c o m i n g  y e a r  b u t  said the B I A p r o p o s a l s  for 

o p e r a t i o n  o f  the d a y  s c h o o l s  fail b e c a u s e  they do n ot  addre ss  

the p o li c y i ss ue  of  N a t i v e  i n v o lv em en t  in the t r a n s f e r  o f . 

the schools, a n d  b e c a u s e  the propo s al s d o n ' t  g i vo  e n o u g h  

time to w o r k o u t  an o r d e r l y  t r a n s f e r  or p r o v i d e  r e a s o n a b l e  

r es o u r c e s  to a c c o m p l i s h  a transfer.

H a m m o n d  s a id  i t  is an a b s o l u t e  ne c e s s i t y  to p r e v e n t  the 

d i s r u p t i o n  o f the e d u c - t i o n  of 2,500 N a t i v e  stude nt s in the 

B IA  sc h o o l s  t h a t  m o r e  t i m e  b e g i v e n  to p l a n  the t r a n s f e r  of 

the s c h o ol s a n d  u p g r a d e  the f acilities to st ate h e a l t h  and 

s af et y  code s tandards.

H a m m o n d  s a i d  t h a t  g i v e n  c u r r e n t  r ev en u e esti m at es , that 

e i t h e r  o f the two o p t i o n s  w o u l d  h a v e  an "eno r mo us  impact" on 

the s t at e 's  " s tr a in ed " budget. H e  said g i v e n  the o p e r a t i n g  

c osts f o r  the scho ol s , e i t h e r  $8.9 m i l l i o n  or  $18.5 m i l l i o n  

u nd e r o p t i o n s  I a n d  II r e s p ec t iv el y?  plui the u p g r a d e  safety 

costs, that it w o u l d  c o s t  the s t at e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 2 4 .5  

m i l l i o n  or  $ 52.9 m i l l i o n  to a c c e p t  e it h er  o p t io n I o r  II.

H a m m o n d  s a id  e i t h e r  c o u r s o  wa s u n r e a l i s t i c  g i v e n  that 

the B I A  p o s i t i o n  o n the t r a n s f e r  camo so late in the state's 

b u d g e t  cycle. H a m m o n d  a l s o  3 a id  the s t a te  c an't e n t e r  into 

an a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  t he  B I A until t heir is a r e s o l u t i o n  of the 

i ssue o f  N a t i v e  v i l l a g e  c o n c u r r e n c e  w i t h  the t r a n s f e r  of 

s c h o o l s .

H a m m o n d  s ai d that u n d e r  f or me r  BIA i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  P u b l i c  

Law 93-6 3 8 (the Indi an  S e l f d o t e r m i n a t i o n  an d  E du c a t i o n

A s s i s t a n c e  Act) r e q u i r e d  the c o n s e n t  of v il l a g e s  b e f o r e  s c ho o ls  c ould bo 

t ra ns ferred. S o  f ar  o n l y  a b o u t  10 of the 37 havo d o n e  s o - M O RE

I >' ' ' ' «* ''
■I • ■ '• |'k I ■»W ' l I  I I w

H a m m o n d  sa i d tht s t a t e  is c o m m i t t e d  to e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 

s i n g l e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  in the s t a t e  a n d h as  s pe n t m or e 

t ha n $80 m i l l i o n  in c o n s t r u c t i o n  a nd  m a i n t e n a n c e  of  the 46 

B I A  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  h av e a l r e a d y  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  to the 

s t a t e ' s  s y s t e m  s in ce  statehood.

"I h a d  h o p e d  that tr a n s f e r  o f  the r e m a i n i n g  37 s c h oo ls  

c o u l d  be  w o r k e d  o u t  in the s a me  c o o p e r a t i v e  f a s hi on  as in 

the past. I cannot, nowever, a g r e e  to a p r o p o s a l  that 

a d d r e s s e s  o n l y  b u d g e t  c on c er ns  and d o e s  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  addr es s  

the l a r g e r  p o l i c y  issue a f f e c t i n g  o u r  N a t i v e  c i t iz e ns , nor 

does it p r o p o s e  a m e t n o d  w h e r e b y  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  can be 

t r a n s f e r r e d  w i t h o u t  severe d i s r u p t i o n  of e d u c a t i o n a l  servic es  

s t a t e w i d e , "  H a m m o n d  w ro te  Smith.

"Frankly, I a m m i st  d i s a p p o i n t e d  in the ap p a r e n t  lack 

of r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  w i t h i n . t h e  p o l i c y  m a k i n g  level s  of y o u r  

a g e n c y  to the legitim.ite c o n c e r n s  r a i s e d  b y the s tate and 

o u r  N a t i v e  c i t i z e n s  in this matter.

"I am, therefore, l e ft  w i t h  l i t t l e  c h o i c e  but to lay 

o u r  c a se  b e f o r e  Congress, an d  w i t h  the aid o f  o u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  

d e l e g a t i o n ,  ask that lody's h e l p  in f a s h i o n i n g  a m o r e  o q u i t a b l o  

a p p r o a c h  to r e s o l u t i o n  of this issue," H a m m o n d  said.



BETH EL  ( A P ) -  The Bu­
reau o f Indian A ffairs is giv-. 
ing the state until the end 
the month to decide which 
option it wants to puruse in 
the transfer o f 37 day schools 
from  federal to state controL 
“ According to the B IA  o ffl- , 

cials, the state can either: 
—Accept the transfer o f  16 

schools a t the end o f the cur­
rent school year. x  

—Accept transfer o f  a ll 
the schools a t the end o f the' 
current school year.

I f  the stafc chooses to  d o -, 
th e  la t t e r ,  th e  fe d e r a l 
government w ill turn over 
a ll o f the money It has ear­
marked fo r operating the 
schools, less whatever per­
sonnel costs are involved In.; 
relocating the B IA  staff now- 
working in the schools.

Under the first option, 
Shaw said, nc federal mon6y" 
would be transferred to the ; 
state. t ' )

M oun t E d g e cu m be ' 
boradlng school at Sitka, 
also operated by the B IA , Is 
to remain open fo r  at least 
nnother year.



LKSD prepares for 
transfer of 20 BIA
schools by Richard Goldstein,-

The protestations o f  the state ’? 
government notw ithstanding , u  
appears that the Bureau o f  In ­
dian A ffa irs has washed its 
hands o f  its 37 e lem entary day 
schools in A laska and w ill turn 
ove r the ir operation to  Juneau , 
e ffective this spring.
Tha t, at least, is the view from  
the D e lta , where Low e r Kusko- 
kw lm  Schoo l D istric t Super­
in tendent Carl Peterson and 
his s ta ff have been pm ia ring  
fo r  the past few m onths fo r  
the fo llow ing  scenario : the 
absorp tion by the L K S D  o f  
all 2 0  o f  the B IA  schools 
located w ithin the d istrict’s 
boundaries.
When the Bureau in itia lly  
indicated its in tentions last 
fa ll , it was hoped that its de ­
parture from  the education 
business in A laska m ight be 
strung ou t over several years.

That w ou ld have given the 
State Departm ent o f  Educa­
t io n , the L K S D , and the 
several o th er impacted REAAs 
ample time to plan fo r  the 
transition .

B u t as the w inter progressed, 
it became clear that neither 
the Bureau n o r its parent 
b ody , the D ept, o f  In te rio r , 
had any real interest In p ro ­
longing the changeover beyond 
the end o f  the schoo l year, 
this spring.

The state , however, has 
adm antly  refused to  read the 
handwriting on the w all and 
has continued to  t ry  to  nego­
tiate a m u lti-year phase ou t o f  
the B IA  schools. This, despite 
assurances given on February 
2 3 , to  G ove rn or Hammond by 
In te rio r Secretary James Watt 
that it was his very defin ite 
in tent to  t ra n s f'; all o f  the 
37 day schoo ls , and M t. Edge­
cumbe boryding high schoo l 
in S itka , this year.
M r. W a t  a lso reported ly  
o ffe red  the state $ 1 0  m illion  
a fina l settlement to be used in 
the running o f  the 3 8  schools.
The federal governm ent’s 
determ ination n o t to  y ie ld  to  
the state ’s phase ou t approach 
has been underscored by two 
recent events: a published 
report by the B IA  ir  the 
February 26  Federal Register 
o f  Its plan to  divest Itse lf this 
spring o f  all 3 8  schoo ls , and 
the news that a directive was 
delivered last m onth to  B IA  
Alaskan education workers 
that their 1 9 82 -8 3  contracts 
w ill n o t be renewed.
L oca lly  the prob lem s posed 
by the mass transfer o f  20 
schools w ill be severe, but n o t 
Insurm ountab le , according 
to  Superintendent Peterson. 
A lready the largest REA A  In 
the state w ith 2 6  schools 
spread over an area the size o f  
the state o f  O h io , the d istrict

has so fa r  received notice from  
eight o f  those 2 0  B iA  schools 
tha t they w *-'; to  jo in  the 
L K S D . Tho schools are 
located in th> rillages o f  N ight- 
m ute " ak , Kw ig illingok , 
Kw e tiduk , Goodnews Bay, 
Quinhagak, O scarville , and 
Napask*-.x.
M r. Peterson said that IR A  
councils in three o th er 
villages — K ip nuk , T ununak 
and M eko r/u lT  are in “ the- p ro- 
cess " o T  making sim ilar n o ti­
fications to the d istrict.
itin*. w ou ld bring to  11 the 
num ber o f  B IA  schools who 
w ill be transferring to  the 
d istric t, come what m ay. O f 
the remaining nine B IA  schools 
In o u r area , a few have ind i­
cated their distinct unw illing- 
less to  jo in  the district.

••
According to  L K SD  adm ini­
strative assistant Susan Mur- 
phy , C h e fom ak , Tu luksak nnd 
Akiachak want to  remain 
w ithin the Bureau ’s fram e­
w o rk . I f  they want to  continue 
in that regard , the ir fu ture 
may become legally c loudy . 
T he ir B IA  funding w ill end in 
May and they  may no t receive 
funding from  *hc state unless 
their I R a  councils request 
to  jo in  the state system us in 
the case o f  the eight B IA  , 
schoo ls named above.

Please turn to page 34
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ineh t o f  ''The 
re la tionsh ip ’

'W ashington and the federid ly 
recognized triba l councils.

n r  K- s .v i& y fsZ
The legal - situation m ay be 
especially acute regarding three 
villages —.A k iak  and Akiachak 
in the area served by the L K § H  
and Chevak, served by the 

e r Y u k on  Schoo l D istric t.

ied 
some 

the .federal 
teral' with- 
bdu<atiph.ai •. 
s.' a b a n d o n  • '■ 

Special -trust 
1* between

Low er
,0'Jb '•ud7'

T h e : IR A ' councils ‘ in "those 
three .-villages have invoked 
Pub lic L a w  9 3 -6 3 8 ; “ the In ­
dian 'Education w and -S e lf  
Determ ination A c t ; and have 
contracted d irectly  w ith the 
federa l government to  run 
their own schoo ls , apart from  
the usual B IA  opera tion .

ire v  } ■ ;
Bu t the ir unique position was 
n o t noted by the Bureau last 
m onth  when no tific a tion  ;was 
given o f  non-renewal o f  B IA  
w orke r contracts. The ir con ­
tract w orkers were a lso given 
the p ink slips. . '

.s . t- J*
O f the eight 'schools that w ill 
jo in  the L K S D , seven ’ have 
been visited by the d is tr'c t ’s 
transition team , led by Joe 
Caldarera. , ■

V «< .» . .  .» %’ s**M r.: Ca ldarera , n o rm a lly , the 
d irec to r o f  .the  d istric t’s 
special education . departm ent 
was tem porarily  reassigned 
this year to  coord inate the 
absorption o f  the .B IA  
schools.

v

During his visits to  the villages, 
he has been accompanied by 
o th e r L K S D  personnel, in ­
cluding plan and facilities s ta ff 
w ho .h a v e  inspected the B IA  
school sites. . ,
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